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EQUALITY AND EMPOWERMENT
The Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium 
will focus on diversity and feminist issues. page 5

SPRING BROKEN 
Students need to stay motivated, even after spring 
break. page 8

ALL-AMERICAN FINISH
Rider wrestling inished the season with two All-
Americans. page 12

➠ SEE PHILADELPHIA
PAGE 4
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(From left) Freshman Nick Smith, alumnus Ian Smith, ’12, and freshman Savannah Cones broadcast live from the Philadelphia Flower Show at the Pennsylvania Convention Center.  The staff of 107.7 
The Bronc hosted four shows during the opening day of the event on March 11. This year’s theme was “Holland: Flowering the World,” and the show featured over 30,000 tulips.

Budding professionals broadcast from Philadelphia 
By Shanna O’Mara

T
HRONGS of  people bustled 
through the Dutch landscape 
replicated inside the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center, weaving 

through displays emphasizing nature, 
recycling and eclectic beauty, while the 
fragrance of  over 30,000 tulips filled the 
air. 
Past the prize-winning long stems, 

under the brick bridges and through 
the tall grass, a group of  students 
repositioned their headsets as the clock 
ticked down. 
“We’re about to go live,” said 

Andrew Zayicek, junior digital media 
major. A hush fell over the table.
Students from Rider’s radio station, 

107.7 The Bronc, broadcasted live 
in front of  40,000 people, according 
to General Manager John Mozes, at 
opening day of  the Philadelphia Flower 

Show on March 11. Mozes has been 
taking students to this event for the past 
five years, giving them the opportunity 
to participate in this learning process.
“Our students are professional, they 

are knowledgeable, so when they come 
here, it’s almost like you’re dealing with 
a commercial radio station,” Mozes 
said of  his students at the prestigious 
event, themed “Holland: Flowering the 
World.” 
“The kids are polite, they’re interac-

tive, they ask good questions and that’s 
part of  the engaged learning experi-
ence,” he said. “They’re learning on 
the job and they’re taking that and 
excelling with it.”
Zayicek, the student program direc-

tor, and senior public relations major 
Meghan Korb planned The Bronc’s 
involvement at the event this year. With 
help from Alan Jaffe, senior director 

of  communications and media at the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
(PHS), the students were able to gather 
guests for each of  the four shows 
broadcasted live that day: “Inside 
Your Mind,” “Turf ’s Up Radio,” 
“Sustainable You” and “Your Pet 
Matters.”
Under a ceiling of  6,000 suspended 

dried blooms, junior digital media 
major Matt St. Onge interviewed 
big names in the Convention Center 
including the chief  of  show, the presi-
dent of  the PHS and head of  market-
ing. St. Onge, a student producer for 
The Bronc, was one of  three students 
who had previously worked the event. 
Nick Smith, a freshman digital media 
major, was new to the scene but said he 
quickly realized the learning benefit of  
such an event.
“With this, there’s a lot of  different 

variables,” said Smith, producer of  
“Inside Your Mind.” “Back at Rider, 
we’re in a booth and we broadcast from 
there. A lot of  the time, my show is pre-
recorded, but here, it’s all live. Anything 
could happen.”
While updating social media 

accounts, checking the sound system 
and dodging event attendees looking 
for an information booth, freshman arts 
administration major Savannah Cones 
practiced skills necessary in college and 
after graduation when she applies for a 
full-time job.
“There are a lot of  radio stations 

who do concerts and do promos,” 
Cones said as the twin windmills lit up 
center-stage. “As a host or just work-
ing at a radio station in general, you’re 
going to 
have to be a 
part of  those 
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Students aim higher with 
new education doctorate

THE RIDER NEWS BREAKS ITS OWN RECORD

T
HE SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL Journalists (SPJ) has named The Rider News 
executive editor Thomas Regan, sports editor Brandon Scalea, opinion edi-
tor Samantha Sawh and design manager Mackenzie Emmens as Northeast 
regional winners of Mark of Excellence Awards. The specifics of the awards 

will be announced at a ceremony on April 8. The staff won a total of six awards.
This is the highest number of Mark of Excellence Awards that The Rider News 

has won in a year. Last year, The Rider News received five awards from the SPJ. 
Three pieces were also recognized in the N.J. College Newspaper Awards. 

Emmens and features and arts & entertainment editors Samantha Brandbergh 
and Emily Klingman won first prize for layout & design. Scalea won second place 
for news writing. Sawh won third place for editorial writing.

By Theresa Evans

A 
HEALTHCARE policy program will be available to 
new and current students in the fall semester 
under the College of  Liberal Arts and Sciences.
“There’s a lot of  flexibility in the major,” 

said Michael Brogan, associate political science 
professor. “It is an interdisciplinary degree. Students 
will be trained within a social science approach to 
healthcare.”
The program requires students to take five foun-

dational courses in political science, global studies 
and philosophy, according to Brogan. In addition to 
taking elective courses, students will take courses in 
five dimension areas: health policy and administra-
tion, global health care policy, policy inquiry, national 
health care policy, and health and the environment.
“Within liberal arts, it’s important that students 

are broadly trained for the skills that are required for 
the creative economy in the sense of  critical thinking, 
problem solving, critical reading and having affective 
communication skills,” Brogan said. “They don’t nec-
essarily lose what makes liberal arts so great and really 
it’s the broad focus on the big questions of  our social 

system, our economic system, our political system, etc. 
That’s why it will make a great stand-alone degree, but 
also a nice double major.” 
According to Brogan, the development of  a minor 

is in the works and will be available to students as 
early as the spring semester of  2018. 
“I am constantly hearing professors and administra-

tors of  hospitals say that one of  the toughest parts of  
their jobs is complying with all of  the federal and state 
regulations that are placed on the administration of  
medical care,” said Lauren Mee, sophomore health 
information management major. “For students in the 
liberal arts and sciences college, learning these laws 
and regulations under health policy will give them a 
head start when they start to become a part of  the 
workforce. It will enable them to not only know how to 
do their job, but more importantly, how to do it within 
the confines of  the law.” 
There is a large, growing healthcare sector within 

the region, Brogan said. An undergraduate degree in 
healthcare policy prepares students for the “changing 
nature of  healthcare” and careers within the private, 
public and non-governmental organizational sectors.   

“Students will learn the skills to effectively solve 
problems, to effectively address problems, to effec-
tively understand defined problems and then con-
nect problems to viable solutions,” Brogan said. “We 
have a very big presence within the state capital as 
well as in D.C., so for students it’s also beneficial to 
take advantage of  these internship opportunities for 
them. To really work hands-on writing, implementing 
healthcare policy and, of  course, regulating healthcare 
policy.
“It’s something for existing students to consider 

and to consider not just from the point of  view of  
wearing a lab coat, but also from the point of  view of  
‘how do you effectively make positive change?’ And 
that’s really where I’m coming from. Our students are 
engaged, we take care of  our students, we make sure 
they, from the first year to when they graduate, are 
going to be successful.”

By Lauren Lavelle

B
EGINNING in July 2017, students will 
have the opportunity to earn their 
Doctorate of  Education in educa-
tional leadership through Rider’s 

first ever post-master’s degree program. 
The program, which boasts both 

online and on-campus classes, is designed 
to give students the proper tools to 
develop their leadership, research and 
data analysis skills within a three-year 
time frame. 
Of  the 51 credits offered within the 

program, 39 will focus on leadership, 
curriculum, generating and assessing 
data, and learning about the ins and outs 
of  running an educational organization. 
Additionally, there will be a series of  
action research projects focused on solv-
ing a current issue within the education 
world. 
Aimed at students who wish to take the 

next step in establishing their careers in 
education, several aspects pertaining to 
today’s education processes will be ana-
lyzed including: politics and governance, 
teachers and training, and the social 
context of  education. 
“The overall goal for our students 

is to prepare them to become scholar 
practitioners who will assume a variety 
of  leadership roles and face the chal-
lenges that exist in education, today and 
in the future,” said Chairperson of  the 
Department of  Graduation, Education, 
Leadership and Counseling, and Director 
of  Doctorate in Educational Leadership 
Leonard Goduto.
According to Sharon Sherman, dean 

of  the college of  education and human 
services, the doctoral program was thor-
oughly developed and designed to ensure 
that the overall quality of  the coursework 
fits the needs of  today’s students. 
“A thorough and professional market 

study was commissioned so we know that 
there is a need for the program and there 
will be jobs for graduates,” said Sherman. 
“Three highly esteemed external evalu-
ators were engaged to evaluate the pro-
gram.  They each did a full day site visit 
and wrote an extensive report.”
 Sherman feels now is the perfect time 

for Rider to introduce such an extensive 
degree and appreciates the positive feed-
back she has received from the commu-
nity regarding the program. 
“When President Dell’Omo first 

arrived last year, I met with him in my 
role as dean,” said Sherman. “His first 
question was, ‘Why don’t you have a 
doctorate?’  This was music to my ears, 
as our chairs and faculty have wanted to 
offer a doctorate for many years. There 
is tremendous excitement about the new 
doctorate in the local community, among 
our current students, alumni, faculty and 
staff. Our College has a well-deserved 
reputation for preparing high-quality 
graduates and this new program only 
enhances our reputation.”
Goduto also respects the time frame 

of  the program and looks forward to the 
futures of  the students set to participate. 
“Upon completion of  a market analy-

sis, we decided that it was the appropriate 
time for Rider to offer this program,” 
added Goduto. “Our graduates of  
the master’s programs in educational 
leadership had expressed an interest 
in a doctoral program for many years.  
Additionally, we believe there is a need for 
innovation and creativity in the field of  
educational leadership and this program 
will fulfill that need.”
The program was approved by N.J. 

Presidents’ Council and is currently 
awaiting approval from the Office of  the 
Secretary of  Higher Education. 
 

Healthcare policy set to enhance Liberal Arts and Sciences

WESTMINSTER DECISION NEARS
By Shanna O’Mara and Gianluca D’Elia

A 
RIDER-WESTMINSTER CAMPUS-MERGER DECISION COULD be reached next 
week.
University spokesperson Kristine Brown confirmed that the Board of 

Trustees will meet on Tuesday, March 28. “We expect to make a decision 
that day,” she said. “Until the board makes its final decision, I cannot comment 
on the outcome of the study.”
On Dec. 1, President Gregory Dell’Omo announced that the proposed sale 

of the Princeton campus is being studied as a potential step toward remedy-
ing Rider’s projected $13.1 million deficit by 2019.

 Since then, he has been hosting town forums, meeting with depart-
ment heads and has recently been speaking with coalition members and 
Westminster donors about the study, according to alumna Constance Fee, 
president of The Coalition to Save Westminster Choir College.
The coalition announced in a March 20 press release that it has filed for 

incorporation status as a 501(c)(3) non-profit entity and has sought legal 
counsel.
“We have retained the lawyers to keep an eye on us and make sure we’re 

staying on track legally, making sure the non-profit and landmark applications 
are filled out properly and submitted on time,” Fee said in an interview. 
The press release also stated that Joseph Beck, ’59, who made a “gener-

ous donation” toward the 2014 construction of the Marion Buckelew Cullen 
Center, has threatened to “seek legal recourse,” urging Rider to refund his 
contribution or disperse the money to other colleges that would benefit by  
the incorporation of Westminster students on their campuses. 
According to the release, Beck wrote a letter to Jonathan Meer, vice presi-

dent for university advancement. He wrote, “I would strongly urge my fellow 
donors who are dismayed at the destructive leadership of the Rider adminis-
tration to withhold their checks and to seek redress in the courts if the Rider 
Board of Trustees votes to sell the campus.”
Brown refused to comment on Beck’s letter. 
As the board continues to discuss the proposed sale, students on the 

Princeton campus expressed their concern for the final say.
“This academic year has been brutal for both Rider and Westminster,” said 

Gabriel Harley, junior music education major. “I sincerely hope that whatever 
happens, happens with truth and care.”
“I do not believe the move makes sense at all,” said Justin Farrell, junior 

music education major. “I believe that it is dangerous to move our college, 
which has such a historic place in Princeton’s history. I do not think it is a 
business decision which will save Rider either. Please don’t take away our little 
world of music.”
While waiting on word from the president about the future of the school, 

Jessica Stanislawczyk, ’16, looked back on her past at the institution. 
“We’re all devastated at the possibility of selling Westminster’s campus,” she 

said. “For many Westminster students and alumni, including myself, we chose 
Westminster because of its small campus, its rigorous learning environment 
and the conservatory-like atmosphere. The Princeton campus truly feels like 
our home where we can collaborate and grow close as a community of musi-
cians. Years of history and traditions have evolved on our beautiful campus, 
and it would be a tragedy to see these traditions sold.”
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If you have questions, please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

WIN an iPad mini by taking a 15 minute online 
survey.  Tell us about your experiences at Rider and 
be entered to WIN one of two Apple iPad minis  
or one of 100 $5 Starbucks gift cards. Chances  
of winning are one in six.

What is this?
A conidential National Survey of Student Engagement to evaluate student  

engagement on campus. he results help us better understand how you spend your time 

and what you gain from attending college.

How?
Online! Search for an email from DonnaJean Fredeen with the subject  
“Rider University wants your feedback” mailed on March 21 to all freshmen and seniors.

When?
You have until April 3 to take the survey and be entered to win one of several great prizes. 

Why bother? 
Your thoughts are important to us. his survey about what you 
do inside and outside of the classroom will help us improve  
policies and practices to make the experience better for you.

Freshmen and Seniors...

DEADLINE 
TO RESPO

ND: APRIL 
3
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CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

things. You can’t be scared to be in front of  people and announce yourself.” 
Zayicek and St. Onge met these expectations when they traveled south for their 

show “Turf ’s Up Radio” which can be heard on WBZT 1230 AM from West Palm 
Beach, Florida.
 “For ‘Turf ’s Up Radio,’ I was flown down to Florida to do an event there,” 

Zayicek said. “Everything that we went through was all real-life stuff  because it was 
just me and my partner, St. Onge. When we did that, we had to set everything up, 
talk to the sponsors, get everything set. The only reason we were ready to do that 
was because of  The Bronc.”
Students who participate in events like the Philadelphia Auto Show on Jan. 29 

and the Flower Show this month gain experience unmatched by many other college 
radio stations, according to Mozes.
“By doing a broadcast live from the largest event of  its kind in the world, and 

you go out and tell people that — potential sponsors, potential people you’re doing 
contests with or promotions like we do now — they find that amazing,” Mozes 
said. “We try to put the students in a position that when they leave Rider, they can 
already not have an entry level job, they can have better than that. They know how 
to run the equipment, they know how to interview guests, they know how to do a 
show, they know how to put together an event or a promotion, and it gives them a 
competitive edge. This kind of  event propels them to be successful after Rider.”
Sophomore broadcast journalism major Eric Weinstein said he saw a great pur-

pose to the event, aside from showcasing nature and entertaining guests. 
“All of  the proceeds from this go to helping sustainability, creating an environ-

ment and a world that are going to last,” he said. “Yes, these flowers are pretty for 
the time being, but being here to see these attractions goes on to serve a bigger 
purpose.”
The Bronc’s staff  has already been invited to broadcast live from the event next 

year, according to Mozes.
He said, “When they put their résumé together and they put all [the events we 

do] on there and they go for an interview, [the employer will ask,] ‘You broadcasted 
live from the Flower Show? Who did that for you?’ and they’ll say, ‘I did that. We 
did that.’” 

Philadelphia Flower Show aids in student growth

Students from 107.7 The Bronc broadcasted live at the Philadelphia Flower Show on March 11. 
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By Carlos Toro

A
N anti-domestic violence and 
sexual assault training program 
is helping Rider students become 
certified to assist women in need.  

In conjunction with Rider’s 
Alcohol/Drug & Sexual Assault 
Prevention Education Program, 
Womanspace is creating a training 
program for students from March until 
M a y.
Womanspace is a Mercer County 

non-profit organization that provides 
services to victims and survivors of  
domestic and sexual violence.
Heidi Mueller, Womanspace’s 

Domestic Violence Victims Response 
Team Coordinator, is one of  the two 
people running the training program. 
Mueller, alongside Alison Daks, are 
training 22 people from Rider and the 
community on how to support victims 
of  domestic violence and become advo-
cates for Womanspace.
“We bring everybody to us, from 

authorities, to hospital officials, every-
body, just so that trainees can get the 
full scope on what it is that they will 
experience,” Mueller said. “People 
from the Prosecutors Office come in 
and help out as well as immigration 
attorneys who come here to talk. We 
appreciate Rider for having us and this 
training.”
The training program started in 

1998 with the Domestic Violence 
Response Team and in 2002 the sexual 
assault response training came to frui-
tion. People in the training program 
can choose to do either the Domestic 
Violence Victim Response Team 
program or the Sexual Assault Support 
Service program, or even both. Both 
programs take 40 hours to complete.
Daks, who is the Sexual Assault 

Support Services Coordinator for 
Womanspace, said the training regi-
men involves people from various fields 

coming in to help orient trainees in the 
job they will undertake and that the 
agency works with other organizations 
as part of  the training.
“Heidi and I do the training 

together, that is how we get to the total 
of  80 hours,” Daks said. “It is both a 
domestic violence and sexual assault 
related training. Heidi and I both 
facilitate the training. We also have 
outside speakers who are expert in their 
particular field. These are folks that we 
work with from other nonprofit agen-
cies in the Mercer County area. The 
concept behind that is first, they are 
more knowledgeable in that particular 
area than any research we would be 
able to do. Additionally, it introduces 
the volunteers to the other agencies 
that we might refer clients to when we 
meet with them.”
Susan Stahley, Rider’s substance 

abuse and sexual assault prevention 
coordinator, said the program is impor-
tant to help people who have been 
suffering from abuse.
“Many victims need/want a non-

judgmental, knowledgeable, compas-
sionate person to assist them in the 
moment they have reported abuse,” she 
said. 
The 80-hour program, held at 

Rider twice a week on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays, trains students in work-
ing with local authorities to provide 
support. 
Trainees could be assigned, upon 

completion of  the program, to the 
Domestic Violence Victim Response 
Teams and the Sexual Assault Support 
Services Advocates, both designed for 
certified volunteers to give counseling, 
information and emotional support to 
victims. Volunteers may also be asked 
to support a survivor through follow-up 
with medical care and law enforcement 
proceedings.
The application process to join the 

training program is an extensive one, 
according to Mueller. The organization 
also conducts background checks on 
everybody who is interested in join-
ing the program. Mueller said it was 
important to make sure the people have 
good records as they will be interacting 
with local police departments.
“The reason we do this is because 

we’re bringing these people in and 
working with the authorities and we 
don’t want criminals,” Mueller said. 
“That’s not to say you can’t join if  you 
have a speeding ticket or something, 
but everybody will go through that 
extensive process.”
Some of  the speakers that appear in 

the program are Assistant Prosecutor 
Mary Sparkman from the Mercer 
County Prosecutor’s Office,  and 
Detectives Joe Gorski and Alexis 
Durlacher from the Windsor and 
Trenton Police Departments, respec-
tively, among others.
A few of  the training sessions 

include knowing what the police 
protocols are for responding to sexual 
assaults and domestic violence calls, 
working with victims of  abuse who are 
disabled, as well as crisis intervention 
and empowerment counseling.
Stahley said there are several 

responsibilities that come with assisting 
victims of  abuse, depending on their 
location.
“At hospitals, the advocates assist 

victims in understanding of  their 
options as well as support them through 
the sexual assault exam,” Stahley said. 
“At police departments, advocates can 
listen and provide support after a victim 
has filed a report and in both cases 
ensure that victims know there are free 
services/support systems to help them.” 
Womanspace was created by 

Barbara Boggs Sigmund, a former 
member of  the Mercer County, New 
Jersey Board of  Freeholders, in 1977. 

According to the company’s website, 
Womanspace has assisted more than 
60,000 women, 11,000 children and 
nearly 4,000 men who had been victims 
of  violence. 
The agency has also “trained and 

educated over 124,186 profession-
als and community members on the 
issue of  domestic violence and has 
responded to over 258,064 hotline tele-
phone calls.” Since its inception, almost 
335,000 adults and children have been 
served by Womanspace.
Mueller said having these programs 

are essential to better help victims and 
survivors of  domestic violence.
“I think it’s very important to have 

these kinds of  programs,” Mueller said. 
“When a victim had to go to a police 
department, there was no advocacy, 
there was no one to help listen and give 
support. With these programs now, 
advocates spend time alone with them 
and everything is confidential. The 
victims are more open to talk about 
their problems and what they need — 
Food, shelter, support — if  there is a 
qualified, unbiased person who will 
help them. We have a safehouse for 
women and children who need help. 
The community is very supportive of  
Womanspace. There is a conversation 
about how to deal with domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault in this country 
which is ongoing. The laws in N.J. are 
some of  the best in the country but 
that doesn’t mean there isn’t room for 
improvement.” 

For more information on Womanspace and 
its programs, visit womanspace.org. There is 
also a crisis hotline that operates 24 hours a 
day, all seven days of  the week, which can be 
contacted at 609-394-9000. 

Comfort provided through new training program
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By Megan Lupo 

S
TUDENTS with a variety of  majors 
will present their original, 
diverse works related to gender 
or sexuality studies, along with 

a highly-anticipated keynote address, 
at the Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Colloquium in Sweigart Auditorium on 
March 29. 
The colloquium is a 35-year tra-

dition started by the founder of  the 
Gender and Sexuality Studies program, 
Virginia J. Cyrus, as an opportunity 
for students to present their work on 
women’s issues. It has since evolved 
into a wider “spectrum of  gender and 
sexual equality,” according to Mary 
Morse, English professor and director 
of  the Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Program. 
The event has been embraced by 

academic departments throughout 
Rider, as shown in the presenters’ dif-
ferent fields of  study. 
“The students who present, while 

some are gender and sexuality stud-
ies minors, the majority are from all 
across the university, and all kinds of  
disciplines,” Morse said. “So what it 
really begins to illustrate is how much 
these issues are important to students 
throughout the university.” 
For English and philosophy major, 

Rebecca Foulks who is presenting 
her piece, “The Intricate Web of  
Relationships Between Young Women 
and Their Mentors in the Novels of  
Virginia Woolf  and Elizabeth Bowen,” 
was inspired by an empowering class. 
 “My piece was inspired in part by 

the influence of  one of  my professors, 
Laurel Harris,” she said. “I took her 
20th Century British Literature class 

last spring, followed up by an indepen-
dent study involving modernist female 
authors.
“Learning about all these incred-

ible, talented women from an incred-
ible, talented professor has just been an 
overwhelmingly illuminating experi-
ence. I am also very inspired by all the 
female modernist writers, particularly 
Virginia Woolf, Katherine Mansfield 
and Elizabeth Bowen.”
What Franziska Schmitt, who is 

completing her masters in Business 
Communication, is looking forward to 
most is listening to the students’ works 
that are fueled by the passion of  their 
interests.
“I am excited to get to know other 

presenters, learn from them, and hear 
their stories,” she said. “Indeed, gender 
and sexuality organizes much of  our 
lives. While interacting with each 

other in any circumstance, we often 
know only one single story, and these 
single stories create stereotypes and 
are incomplete. But when we reject 
the single story and realize that ‘her’ is 
never a kind of  a single story, we regain 
a kind of  paradise.”
Schmitt is presenting her piece 

called “Gender Quotas: Do They 
Accelerate Workplace Diversity?” 
“My work for this chapter focuses 

on underrepresented women in the 
German workforce,” she explained. 
“It was most exciting to evaluate that 
German society recognizes the need for 
greater acceptance of  gender diversity 
and is taking steps in that direction.” 
Morse is eager to learn what’s 

important to students, in regards to 
gender and sexual equality. 
“I think there’s still a very strong 

interest in feminist issues, but I also 

think we’re looking at historical pat-
terns or looking at the kinds of  issues 
that are confronting anybody now who 
is an activist or trying to become an 
activist in matters related to gender 
and sexual equality,” she said. “I’m 
really impressed at the number of  
submissions we get and the number 
of  students who are really consciously 
thinking about and examining these 
issues in an academic way.”
English major Samsara Siler, who 

is presenting her work “15 Things I 
Wish I Knew at 15: A Tribute to Young 
Women,” sees the relevance of  having 
such an event. 
 “There is so much controversy 

lately about gender, identity and equal-
ity,” she said. “It’s important to be 
informed, and this is a fun, creative way 
to keep people informed.”
In addition to the student perform-

ers, documentary filmmaker Nancy 
Kates was unanimously chosen to be 
the keynote address by the Gender and 
Sexuality Studies faculty.
Morse was “very impressed” with 

Kates’ film work “Regarding Susan 
Sontag” and wants students to know 
that filmmaking can help them under-
stand and highlight issues. 
Describing the colloquium as a “very 

inclusive event” that also has “students 
from the Westminster Choir College 
contributing,” Morse’s statement is 
agreed upon by the students involved, 
as well. 
“These are very important topics, 

and help bring together people and cre-
ate a safe space for expression,” Foulks 
stated. 

Student diversity embraced at colloquium

People'sClimate March 

Any questions? Email 

megreenberg@rider.edu 

Boxed Lunch 

 will be provided 

$10 deposit  Required & will 

be  returned 

on the bus 

Sign up at the Office of Sustainability 

(located behind mail services @ GSB)

Washington, D.C.

 All Rider students are 

welcome to  join the 

march for a sustainable 

climate future! 

Limited bus space, first 

come, first served.  

Must have a current Rider 

Bronc ID.

Rider University’s executive skillbuilding organization

where students learn and practice strategies to maximize

their personal and professional effectiveness.

Applications Due:

March 31st

Submit Application to:

A DAARSTOC member

or Sweigart 237
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This year’s  Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium will have multipule talks and discussions fousing 
on inclusivity and diversity. 



By Bethany-May Howard

T
HE Art Gallery’s featured artist, 
Aubrey J. Kauffman, uses light 
and geometry to give the common 
images in his photography a strong 

sense of  power and importance.
Kauffman’s exhibit, entitled “Long 

Drives and Short Walks,” incorporates 
photographs that focus on everyday 
images. Viewers are encouraged to expe-
rience scenes in a new way because of  his 
artistic style.
“There’s a difference between looking 

and seeing,” Art Gallery Director Harry 
Naar said in the exhibitions opening 
reception on March 9. “When you start to 
focus on [the images], you begin to notice 
things you might not have noticed before. 
They tend to really encompass your own 
space.”
Kauffman’s keen eye and passion for 

photography emerged during his time 
at Mercer County Community College, 
where he had to take Photography 101 
and 102 as part of  the curriculum.
“I’m always looking at things,” said 

Kauffman. “Even when I don’t have a 
camera, I’m thinking about what the next 
photo is.”
Kauffman graduated with a Bachelor’s 

degree from Jersey City State University 
before gaining his Master’s degree from 
the Mason Gross School of  Arts at 
Rutgers University where he also received 

the Bovero Prize for Photography in 
2013.
The exhibition in The Art Gallery 

highlights a range of  both larger and 
smaller photographs, which are arranged 
in a very specific way.

“There’s a visual game that I was play-
ing, so that every image would comple-
ment the next and lead you around the 
gallery,” said Naar. “I see what’s going on 
here like reading a novel, where you have 
one chapter followed by another and they 
all work into each other.”
Kauffman’s art, for the most part, lacks 

a human presence. It is strongly focused 
and is not heavily manipulated after-
wards, which gives the viewers a sense of  
raw isolation and a new perspective on 
their surroundings.
“The most important message my art 

can give people is to always keep looking 
because you’ll never know what you’ll 
find,” said Kauffman. “My photographs 
come from regular occurrences. I don’t 
gear my travel around photography. It’s 

sort of  a byproduct of  my trips.”
Naar expressed the importance of  the 

university having an art gallery in saying, 
“The most important thing about being 
in college is being able to experience 
everything. Having an art gallery is so 

important because it creates a situation 
where you need to think about things in a 
slightly different way.”
Kauffman shared some advice for 

aspiring artists, as well, suggesting that 
inspiration can be found in multiple 
aspects of  life.
“Learn as much as you can,” he said. 

“Look at everything as an opportunity, 
whether it’s from something you’ve read 
or someone you’ve interacted with.”

A gallery talk event, where Kauffman and 
Naar will discuss the art with the audience, will 
take place on March 23, at 7 p.m. The exhibi-
tion is now on display on Tuesdays to Thursdays 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and on Sundays from 
noon to 4 p.m. until Sunday, April 16. 

By Emily Klingman

L
OOKING to create even more successful students, 
Rider has invested in strengthening its popular 
music studies program.
Timothy Brent, a visiting professor of  music, 

came to campus in the Fall of  2016 to help develop 
the program. He will help the Westminster College 
of  the Arts create three brand new bachelor of  arts 
in popular music studies degrees for performance, 
songwriting and music production. Brent is currently 
directing two vocal jazz ensembles he created, in 
addition to teaching courses on song writing and basic 
music theory. He also accompanies musical theater 
students when needed.
As a professor, Brent finds himself  most challenged 

by his goal to create successful students. He wants to 
make sure each and every student he works with does 
more than well within their field. Since being here, 
Brent feels that the students he has worked with have 
grown a lot.
“I never feel good when a student is not able to 

succeed and I do everything in my power to make sure 
they do,” he said. “Music students are unlike many 
other students on campus because they have known 
exactly what they are most passionate about for a long 
time, and now they are able to pursue their dreams 
and make them reality.”
The energy from students on campus is one of  

Brent’s favorite parts of  being at Rider. 
“They are so incredibly passionate, driven and 

focused that it makes my job very exciting and reward-
ing,” he said. “Every day I come to campus, I know 
that I will have the chance help at least one student 

have that ‘light bulb moment’ when they learn a new 
concept or are able to perform something they weren’t 
able to before.”
It amazes him how fine and performing arts stu-

dents are driven to improve themselves and be better 
musicians and performers. Brent said that he has to 
“consistently challenge them to think in different ways, 
to allow their creativity and originality to flourish and 
develop.” 
As a member of  Rider’s faculty, Brent hopes to 

continue his own educational journey, believing it is 
important that he never stops learning. 
“I hope to continue to learn new and innovative 

ways to help students develop as musicians, perform-
ers and global citizens who are passionate about 
creating a world where the musical arts make positive 
impacts in people’s lives,” said Brent.  
Stephen Allen, professor of  music studies, has been 

“delighted” to welcome and work with Brent at Rider.
“Brent’s work with his choirs and my work with 

brass bands have much in common,” said Allen. “We 
have bonded closely as colleagues in our like-minded-
ness [in directing].” 
Allen has also been “greatly impressed” with 

Brent’s role as a teacher and mentor for his students. 
Particularly, Allen is moved by how Brent uses his 
own performing experiences as tools, citing a love for 
Brent’s new solo CD as an example.
“He has had truly outstanding results already, he 

has been securing in his public performances, both 
as a solo artist and with his Rider choirs,” said Allen. 
“This is the age of  Pentatonix, and a resurgent public 
interest in jazz and pop choirs. It is perfect timing 
to have Brent as the newest addition to our Popular 
Music Studies BA program here at Rider.”
As for Brent, he says that, “to be able to teach 

something, one must first have a mastery of  that 
subject.” 
“Teaching has allowed me to explore, in the great-

est detail, the subjects and the material for the courses 
I teach so that I am intimately familiar with them,” 
said Brent. “My musicianship continues to develop 
every day as I continually practice my craft, learn 
from other people in my field as well as my colleagues, 
and strive to bring new material and innovative teach-
ing techniques to the classroom.”

By Emily Klingman and Paige Ewing

H
UNDREDS of  Rider students will be standing up to 
cancer and showing their support for Relay for 
Life by walking laps in the Student Recreation 
Center or campus mall and participating in the 

events that surround the walk. 
With this year’s Relay for Life walk happening on 

Saturday, March 25, at 6 p.m., “relayers” are still rais-
ing money and asking more students to join the event. 
During the event, team members take turns walking 
around a track or designated path. Rider has hosted 
Relay for Life events since 2009 and has raised over 
$400,000 toward the cause.
Students across Rider participate in Relay in teams 

which reflect all parts of  Rider including Greek Life, 
academic teams such as the School of  Education, 
athletic teams such as Rider Club Lacrosse, and even 
teams based on residence halls. So far, the Alpha Phi 
Omega team has raised the most for this year’s event, 
raising just over $1,600, and Rider in total has raised 
over $16,500 so far. 
In addition, all different campus organizations will 

be performing this year. In the past, groups like the 
Dance Team and Rider Vibes have performed. Onsite 
fundraisers will also be happening during Relay, which 
includes Zumba classes taught during the event.
Throughout the event, each lap has a theme, 

including a lap for those surviving and fighting cancer, 
caregivers and a lap to those who have passed away 
from cancer. Lexie Livesey, the committee chair of  the 
Luminarias lap, explained how one lap is dedicated to 
those who have passed away. 
“The Luminarias lap is a special lap that happens 

during the middle of  Relay in which we honor those 
who we have lost to cancer” she said. “The track is 
lit up by decorated luminaria bags, and participants 
complete the lap silently.”
Ryleigh Honig, the co-chair of  the event this year, 

is amazed by the power of  the event. 
“I love seeing the entire campus have fun and help 

fight cancer for a night,” said Honig. “Rider’s Relay 
for Life has become one of  the biggest events on 

campus over the past few years, and we have raised 
a ton of  money for this amazing cause. It has truly 
been the highlight of  my college experience and I love 
being a part of  this committee.” 
Cancer is one disease where almost everyone knows 

someone who has been affected. With Relay for Life, 
however the Rider community is joining together to 
combat the disease affecting over 12 million people. 
Rider is working with the American Cancer Society, 
which has raised $5 billion for cancer research. 
“Relay has a huge impact on college campuses 

because college is full of  diverse groups of  people,” 
said fundraising chair Rushil Jain. “So many people 
who come from different backgrounds and different 
priorities. It’s a way for everyone to come together and 
raise money together while having fun.” 
Jain is personally connected to the event through 

her family’s history of  cancer. After seeing her mother 
break down at the deaths of  her parents and brother, 
she knew she needed to do something to help fight the 
disease. She “relays” so her future family doesn’t have 

to worry about any cancerous genes that she most 
likely has. 
 Aside from the huge charitable impact, one of  

Jain’s favorite parts of  Relay for Life is towards the 
very end, when everyone is tired and a little slaphappy. 
“I’m looking forward to the last 3 hours of  relay 

because that is when everyone is so tired that we usu-
ally have the most fun,” she said. “My friends and 
I have a huge dance party and we just have a great 
time.”
“The true beauty of  the moment is that you can 

hug each other and cry for those you have lost, but 
you then rise up together to finish this fight against 
cancer,” said Livesey.

Registration runs up until the event and anyone can 
register on the Relay for Life website for the Rider University 
event at http://main.acsevents.org/site/TR/RelayForLife/
RFLCY17EA?pg=entry&fr_id=79341

Additional reporting by Megan Lupo.
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Photographer portrays common surroundings in new light

Visiting prof 
helps develop 
programs for 
Westminster 
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Suiting up for the fight against cancer
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Timothy Brent, Westminster’s new visiting professor, has been working with the Westminster College of the Arts to further develop the 
Popular Music Studies program. Since the Fall of 2016 Brent has been teaching courses and directing ensembles. 

The Rider Art Gallery currently features work by landscape photographer Aubrey J. Kauffman. Kauffman uses light and geometry in his pieces, giving everyday images a 
new perspective. The gallery talk will be held on March 23 at 7 p.m., and the exhibit will be on display until Sunday, April 16. 
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‘‘I’m always looking at things. Even when I don’t have a camera, I’m thinking about what the next photo is.” 
 Aubrey KAuffmAn



FROM THE EDITOR

Don’t get broken by 
spring break, senioritis

T
HE week of  lounging on foreign 
sands or sleeping days away 
has come to an end, postponed 
until the summer. We’re all 

back at Rider, with a full six weeks 
left in this semester. It’s only the irst 
week after spring break. We’ve only 
just gotten back, but still, many of  
us lack motivation to get any school 
work done. 
This is the point in the semester 

where students give up on trying 
and spend time pining for summer 
instead of  doing work for class. For 
many graduating seniors, this lack of  
motivation might not even be new, 
as many start catching the dreaded 
senioritis as early as the fall semester. 
But it’s essential to maintain 

or gain momentum and finish the 
semester strong. It’s not the last day 
or even the last week of  classes. 
There are still nearly six weeks to 
get through. That means allowing 
ourselves to idle now is allowing 
ourselves to miss six weeks of  
lectures, to ignore six weeks worth of  
papers and projects, and to disregard 
six weeks of  tests. For most of  us, 
that is a fatal shot to our GPAs.
It’s natural to want to start 

summer early, but there are ways to 
rekindle our incentive to work and 
end this semester on a highnote.
 After a relaxing break of  

minimal responsibilities, returning 
to school, internships and jobs is a 
jarring contrast. To stay motivated 
in the face of  this sudden shift, 
spread work out. Don’t overwhelm 
yourself  by leaving assignments for 
your three toughest classes for the 
night before they’re due. Dispersing 
responsibilities this way makes it 
seem as though there is less work 
because you’re not struggling with 
all of  them at the same time.
On that same note, doing work 

ahead of  time clears the way for 
more free time. We don’t want to 
be in class or working on homework 
because there’s something else that 
we’d rather be doing, whether it’s 
going out or taking a nap. Finishing 
assignments early allows for more of  
that free time we crave.
It also doesn’t help to be hyper-

fixated on how much time is left. 
Yes, there are six weeks of  classes 
remaining, but focusing on the 
countdown every day might make 
those weeks drag. It may be more 
beneficial to think of  how much 
time has already passed, and how 
much work and stress you’ve already 
been through. The semester is more 
than halfway done, which means 
that more than half  of  the horror is 
already over.
And for those of  you plagued by 

senioritis, we’ve been in college for 
four years or more by now, which 
means we have poured all of  our 
effort, ambition, and even some 
blood, sweat and tears into our 
education. We have to remember 
that giving up now is essentially 
taking those years of  hard work 
and reducing it to a few months of  
laziness and apathy.

In addition, if  any of  us are 
planning on going to graduate 
school, a massive hit to our GPAs 
means a massive hit to the chances 
of  admission into the programs 
of  our dreams. It’s also a hit to 
potential scholarships and funding. 
But more than that, we should 

all strive to walk this May to receive 
our diplomas with absolute pride. 
We should each walk with our head 
up, knowing we gave a full four years 
of  effort, time and dedication to 
that moment. No one should look 
back and regret their last months 
of  college as the months that dulled 
our accomplishments or that left a 
blemish on our records.
The absolute best way to get 

through the semester, regardless 
of  year, major or course load, is 
to leave time to do the things we 
really want to do. If  anyone is an 
artist, leave time to draw or paint. If  
someone loves photography, delegate 
time to taking pictures. We all have 
a passion or a hobby, something that 
inspires us. Assigning time to do 
what makes us happy will fight the 
apathy that comes from that lack of  
motivation.
However, while it’s important to 

keep this advice in mind and try to 
stay inspired this semester, it’s also 
important to take care of  ourselves. 
Laziness is not the same as being 
overwhelmed, anxious, burned out 
or depressed. If  any of  us need to 
take it slow or take time to care for 
ourselves physically or mentally, then 
we should feel allowed to take that 
time. School is important, but so is 
our health.  
We need to hang in there, 

because there’s not much time left. 
One thing that’s guaranteed, more 
than test or projects, is that every 
day ends and a new one begins. And 
every new day brings us closer to the 
summer that we’re all yearning for. 
So don’t count life down, but make 
every moment and every semester of  
it really count. 
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Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh

I
N 2006, a YouTube video labeled a 
17-year-old girl with a rare congenital 
disease “The World’s Ugliest 
Woman.” 
Earlier this year, a 39-year-old 

woman came forward to identify 
herself  as the subject of  a meme titled 
“Meanwhile, at Walmart,” in which 
she can be seen falling off  a motorized 
shopping cart. 
And just last week, hackers on the 

social media sites 4chan and Reddit 
threatened to leak nude pictures of  
celebrities, including actresses Emma 
Watson and Amanda Seyfried.
It’s easy to forget that in every 

picture we see, the people in that 
picture are real. 
Sometimes, it seems like technology 

is evolving, but people aren’t. 
Cyberbullying seems to be an issue that 
we tend not to take seriously until it 

happens to us or someone we know. 
I knew about cases of  cyberbullying 

from the news, but didn’t feel the 
direct effects of  it until this year when 
someone started sending emails to 
other people on campus from a fake 
address in my friend’s name. While 
he wasn’t hurt by it, he had to deal 
with an anxiety-inducing situation that 
could have potentially jeopardized his 
reputation. 
We grew up during the rise of  social 

media, and along with it, the spread 
of  cyberbullying. In 2010, I had just 
started high school when I heard the 
news that Rutgers University student 
Tyler Clementi jumped to his death 
from the George Washington Bridge 
after his roommate allegedly outed 
him by 
setting up 
a secret 

EDITOR’S CORNER

Hit ‘delete’ on 
internet bullying

➠SEE BULLYING ON 
SOCIAL MEDIA, PAGE  9
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GREEN CORNER

Earth Hour event promotes needed discussion, unity

W
HEN our minds are overwhelmed by stress or negativity, we are told to 
let it out. This advice is given to people with depression, people who 
are paranoid and people who just feel a bit sad or confused. And in the 
current political and social landscapes, this same mindset applies when 

looking at environmental issues.
From pipelines popping up across the nation to the potential termination 

of  the Environmental Protection Agency, there are many looming setbacks to 
sustainability that may make even the part-time environmentalist a little anxious 
or afraid. Discussion about issues of  climate change are often politicized and 
many may feel uncomfortable bringing up their concerns for the planet. 
On March 22, the Lawrenceville Eco Reps are taking steps to create a space 

where this fear does not exist. At 9 p.m. at the fire pit outside of  Cranberry’s, we’ll 
be hosting the Earth Hour “Climate Talks” event that will provide a safe space 
for anyone to discuss issues of  climate change, and their fears for environmental 
setbacks and hopes for progress. 
This event is the early celebration of  Earth Hour, an event in which all people 

across the world are encouraged to turn off  all electronics for one hour, all at the 
same time. This year, Earth Hour’s official date and time is March 25 at 8:30 p.m. 

The official Earth Hour Report from 2016 reports that last year, 178 countries 
participated and over 12,700 international landmarks turned off  their lights. In 
addition, 2,427,929 different actions were taken globally to commemorate Earth 
Hour. This much activism not only lowers global energy consumption, but it also 
demonstrates widespread solidarity when tackling environmental issues.
 That is the goal of  the Earth Hour “Climate Talks” at Rider, as well as the 

goal we should all continually set for the future. We need to build unity as we get 
ready to fight harder than we ever have before to preserve our environment and 
its resources so that future generations have a livable planet to enjoy. 
Whether it means coming to our “Climate Talks,” participating in Earth Hour 

or both, it is important that we take these actions and try to make a change. After 
all, no one person or political administration can fight the strength of  a nation 
unified in doing the right thing for our planet and ourselves.  
For more information about the global event of  Earth Hour, visitearthhour.org.  

—Samantha Sawh
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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Bullying on social media
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Opinion

I 
CONSIDER Greg Dell’Omo and his staf to be not 
only colleagues but friends. On April 11, however, 
I will send a strong airmation that Rider faculty 
and professionals remain committed to excellence in 

education. I will vote that I have no conidence in the 
way we are being led. 
I’ve worked here 43 years. During this time, I’ve 

seen Rider become an outstanding university with 
amazing faculty, tireless staff  and vibrant students.
But Dell’Omo has veered away from his immediate 

predecessors in what I call the two v’s: vision and val-
ues. Presidents Frank Elliott, Bart Luedeke and Mort 
Rozanski never missed a chance — even when facing 
economic distress — to remind us why Rider exists. 
“To give every student the best education it is in our 
power to give” is the way Elliott used to put it.
From Dell’Omo, I’ve not heard a sense of  mis-

sion. The value he focuses on is the balance sheet. As 
a non-profit institution, we need to sustain ourselves, 
but we do not exist to make money. We exist to enrich 
our students and the larger culture to which they 
contribute.
The president’s execution of  his fixation on profit-

loss is inconsistent. For example, Westminster Choir 
College gets demonized, but athletics gets a pass. 
(Neither program is a direct revenue center.)

Our 20 exciting D-I sports teams are worth every 
penny because they enhance campus life, win good 
publicity, solidify alumni loyalty and deliver hun-
dreds of  talented, disciplined student-athletes to our 
classrooms. However, Westminster, though it yields 
all those benefits — plus larger, international ones — 
faces eviction. Is that rational?
People ask Dell’Omo repeatedly: What will the sac-

rifices you demand bring in the end? A favorite on his 
wish list is engineering — a popular field in which the 
only things we lack are experience, faculty, reputation 
and facilities.
Added up, his demands imply a radically reduced 

Rider, generating less research and stretching full-time 
faculty thinner. “A $40,000 community college,” one 
professor fears. Most in our community reject such a 
vision. 
Even if  I agreed that money was all that mat-

tered to a university, I would not have confidence 
in Dell’Omo’s business leadership. During his short 
presidency — marred by the sudden announcement 
of  cuts to programs and tenured faculty in 2015 and 
the current drastic threat to Westminster — morale, 
reputation and financial projections have plunged 
south.
Strong leaders, when things go wrong, accept a 

share of  blame. This president deflects all blame 
elsewhere: It’s the demographics. It’s the overindulged, 
underperforming faculty. It’s Westminster (all those 
recordings and not a single top-10 hit). 
One thing he has done thoroughly, though, is 

herald bad news to staff  and students. This misleading 
view spreads quickly to parents, alumni, high school 
counselors, donors and prospective faculty. A “no-
confidence” vote will help counter his public relations 
fiasco. It will proudly assert that Rider is determined 
to remain outstanding and solvent, but not by follow-
ing the current path. This vote tells a necessary truth. 
It’s the ethical vote.
I hope my vote will help push Dell’Omo toward 

a new approach. In order to work with open, will-
ing partners, he needs to become one himself. When 
the faculty moves — painfully, repeatedly — toward 
compromise, he needs to respond with counter offers, 
not insist on all or nothing and shut down the conver-
sation. When former Gov. Tom Kean, New Jersey’s 
most respected political leader, deplores highhanded 
treatment of  Westminster, Dell’Omo’s reaction needs 
to be open and thoughtful, not dismissive.
 

—Thomas Simonet 
Professor of  journalism

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Professor: Doubtful of Dell’Omo’s inluence at Rider

webcam that livestreamed Clementi kissing another man. 
This incident brought cyberbullying into a national spotlight, and soon after, 

high schools and middle schools began to crack down on it. For example, in 
2010, New Jersey passed the Anti-Bullying Bill of  Rights to tackle harassment, 
intimidation and bullying (HIB) in schools. Everything from a side comment in the 
hallway to a tweet complaining about a teacher was grounds for an HIB case. 
In my experience, however, it seemed that cyberbullying easily became another 

one of  those high school assembly topics that we didn’t take seriously. In the same 
way that “just say no” doesn’t work for preventing alcohol and drugs, scare tactics 
and a laundry list of  warnings from a school official won’t stop our habits. 
People still maintained the same social media habits, good or bad, even after 

learning about cyberbullying — and those habits continue for some people in 
college, too. Many college students have Snapchats, private Twitter accounts and 
“Finstas” — fake Instagram accounts, where we put our trust in that sense of  
privacy to say things we wouldn’t say on “real” accounts.
Beyond our own personal profiles, some of  us also experienced the short-lived 

hype of  Yik Yak, an app that allowed people to post anonymously about something 
going on in a specific location. Of  course, on college campuses, several of  the posts 
ended up being hurtful comments about students and professors. 
Though it is often seen as an issue that affects high schoolers or middle schoolers, 

online harassment and bullying isn’t a thing of  the past for our age group. A study 
conducted by Indiana State University found that 22 percent of  college students 
have experienced cyberbullying. 
We have the power to choose how we will use the internet. Compassion is the key 

to avoiding harmful incidents of  cyberbullying. The internet is constantly changing, 
but one thing will always remain consistent: by looking out for each other, we can 
make a difference in someone’s life and make sure the bullies don’t win. 

—Gianluca D’Elia
Junior journalism major

Please follow The Rider News on Facebook and
@TheRiderNews on Twitter this Tuesday, March 28

for an update on the future of Westminster Choir College.

ANNOUNCEMENT

Open Positions

Delivery Managers

Copy Editors

Writers

Sports Editors

Please contact the Executive Editor, Tom Regan at
regant@rider.edu or come to our weekly meetings in
Ridge basement Wednesdays at 4:30 p.m. if interested. 
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Sports
BASEBALL

Bronc bats come alive against Bulldogs
By Thomas Regan

T
HE baseball team beat Rutgers on 
March 21, after losing five of  eight 
on its road trip from March 10-19.
The Broncs fell behind by 

a run in the first inning against the 
Scarlet Knights, but freshman right-
hander John Yocum delivered 6.1 
innings of  two-run ball, as part of  a 
seven-strikeout afternoon.
Rider’s offense delivered 16 hits and 

scored seven runs, en route to the 7-2 
victory.
The win and strong pitching perfor-

mance came after the rotation struggled 
with inconsistencies during its meeting 
with three southern teams over the past 
week.
Rider’s trip got off  to a promising 

start, as the Broncs took two of  three 
from the Southeastern Conference’s 
Georgia Bulldogs behind massive offen-
sive games from senior first baseman 
Tyler Kaiser and junior right fielder 
Harrison McClure.
The pair blasted a home run each 

and drove in eight runs in the series.
In the first of  the three-game 

set, Rider’s offense jumped all over 
Georgia’s pitching, scoring 11 runs, 
including McClure’s big day. Freshman 
Pete Soporowski held the Bulldogs to 
four runs over six innings while striking 
out five and securing the win.
The Broncs continued to thrive 

offensively in the second game, scor-
ing eight runs, while junior left-hander 
Nick Margevicius allowed three runs 
over seven innings. 
Sophomore designated hitter Riley 

Mihalik, who collected four hits in the 
series, said the team is confident in its 
junior starting pitcher. 

“We know every time Margevicius 
takes the mound, we’re hard to beat, 
plus Lipinski’s defense,” Mihalik said. 
“You can expect big things out of  the 
Broncs this year.”
Despite the strong start to the road 

trip, Rider dropped the final game 
against Georgia, 9-3. 
Mihalik believes the team’s perfor-

mance against Georgia is indicative of  
its talent level.
“The best part of  the trip was taking 

two against Georgia,” Mihalik said. 
“We proved to ourselves that we can 
be a top team in the MAAC and a 
contender in the NCAA.” 
Rider then split the two-game series 

against Campbell, as the team’s starting 
pitching struggled to quiet the opposing 
offense.
The Broncs’ John Yocum struggled 

in the first game, allowing seven runs in 
5.2 innings. Rider scored five runs, but 
ultimately lost the opening contest 7-5. 
In the final game of  the series 

against Campbell, Rider’s offense 
exploded for 12 runs, masking another 
struggle on the mound. 
The Broncs entered the seventh 

inning down 7-4, but scored eight 
unanswered runs to secure a 12-7 vic-
tory over Campbell, splitting the series.
Rider then headed to Virginia to 

take on Radford in a three-game series 
on March 17-19. The Broncs’ pitching 
was rocked to the tune of  32 runs in the 
series, as the offense could muster just 
six runs.
In the series opener, the Broncs were 

handed an eight-run deficit after the 
third inning. Pete Soporowksi allowed 
seven hits and eight runs – six earned – 
in just 2.2 innings. 

Rider continued to allow runs, and 
could not muster much offense, as the 
team scattered five hits in the 18-0 loss.
In the second game, Margevicius 

dominated Radford over five innings, 
striking out eight, allowing four hits and 
just one unearned run. 
However, the performance was not 

enough for the Broncs, as the bullpen 
allowed two runs, and the offense could 
only push one run across in the 3-1 
defeat.
Trying to avoid the series sweep, 

Rider quickly went ahead 4-0 after two 
innings. The team saw another strong 
pitching performance from its starter 
Sparano, who went five innings and 
allowed two runs. 
However, Sparano handed a 5-2 

lead over to the bullpen in the sixth 
inning and sophmore Jordan Silverman 
and senior Josh Sharik allowed three 

runs each, as the Broncs fell behind 8-5.
Rider was unable to respond and 

the bullpen allowed three more runs, en 
route to an 11-5 loss.
The Broncs will open the conference 

season with a three-game home series 
against Fairfield from March 25-26. 
They then have two more home games 
before they hit the road again.
Kaiser said the Broncs will have a 

great season, when it limits the mistakes 
and continues to score runs. 
“We learned how strong of  a team 

we are,” he said. “Once we focus on 
the small details, play aggressive and 
work on closing out games, we’ll collect 
more wins. It is important to start this 
upcoming weekend series at home on a 
positive note.”

Additional reporting by JJ Santagata.

Earth Hour is a global event that helps ight climate change by asking  

people around the world to “power down” for one hour. Using talking points 

generated by the EcoReps, we hope to start an open conversation with  

students concerned about the current state of environmental affairs and  

talk about how we can work together.

Questions? Contact broncsgogreen@rider.edu.

EARTH HOUR 
CLIMATE TALKS
March 22, 2017 • 9 to 10 p.m.

Cranberry’s lower patio
Alternate rain location: Fireside Lounge

Snacks provided

Sophomore pitcher Dylan Simcik pitched two scoreless innings in a relief in the win against Campbell.
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Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or
President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Senior Week registration from
March 1st through April 14th between

9 a.m. - 5 p.m.  in the Office of Campus Life

Senate open to the public, SWG 115 
every Tuesday from 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Check us out on the Radio on
Friday's 1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Designer Bingo happening on April 
19th, Wednesday at 7:30 PM in

the Mercer Room. 
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Sports
SOFTBALL

Softball completes first road sweep
By Carlos Toro

T
HE softball team won its first two 
games of  the week when it swept 
Coppin State during Spring Break.
Rider competed at the 

University of  Maryland Baltimore-
County Retriever Classic from March 
12-13, where the Broncs won two 
games and lost two.
Head Coach Jaclyn Timko said the 

team felt like a great weight was lifted 
from its shoulders.
“It’s always good having that first 

win,” Timko said. “It was finally nice to 
see them put everything together and 
just go out there and play. It was nice 
to end that Spring Break trip with a 
sweep.”
Rider earned its first win of  the 

season against Coppin State thanks 
to sophomore third baseman Maddy 
Chain’s two RBI’s and three hits in the 
game. Coppin State first got on the 
board with two runs on three hits in the 
bottom of  the second inning.
The Broncs responded with a run 

in the third inning to cut the deficit to 
one run when Chain hit a single up the 
middle and senior outfielder Josettee 
Spencer scored on the hit. 
Rider then scored five more runs in 

the fourth and fifth inning to take the 
lead for good. Chain, sophomore first 
basemen Ellie Oruska and sophomore 
outfielder Amanda Jordan, and senior 
outfielder Toni Nino all had RBI’s in 
those two innings. Coppin State only 
scored one run in response to Rider’s 
offense and Rider won 6-3.
In the second game of  the double-

header, Coppin State was the first to 
strike, scoring a run in the first inning 
on a double hit by Coppin State 

sophomore first baseman Cayla Brown.
The Broncs then scored four runs in 

the second and third innings to take the 
lead, but Coppin State tied the game 
in the fourth inning. A combination of  
wild pitches and solid baserunning from 
Coppin State contributed to the tied 
game.
But Rider took the lead for good in 

the following inning when sophomore 
catcher Alexa Feliciano got an RBI on 
a ground-out. Senior shortstop Amanda 
Crimarco hit a single to right field to 
add another run and take a 6-4 lead in 
the fifth inning. 
Coppin State did score another run 

in the bottom half  of  the fifth inning, 
but it was not enough to mount another 
comeback as the Broncs won 6-5 to 
complete the sweep.
Crimarco said the team’s wins were 

big for gaining momentum and the 
team needs to take advantage of  every 
opportunity that it gets once conference 
play begins.
“I think we need to work on really 

keeping our confidence up, even 
when we hit the bumps in the road,” 
Crimarco said. “We need to feed off  
the types of  performances, like the 
Coppin State games, especially at the 
plate. I think we really came together 
and were all able to contribute in dif-
ferent ways in order to pull out the two 
wins. We were really focused through-
out the seven innings of  both games 
and kept our heads in it and energy 
up in order to really finish the games 
and get the wins. I believe continuing 
to look forward rather than back and 
building off  our successes is key for us 
as we head into MAAC play.”
Rider did compete against UMBC 

in a doubleheader on March 12, but 
got swept. The Broncs lost the first 
game 15-0 in five innings after UMBC 
scored nine runs in the fourth inning of  
the game.
The second game was much more 

competitive at the end, but Rider got 
off  to a bad start. UMBC scored eight 
runs in the first inning. It wasn’t until 
the fourth inning that Rider’s bats got 
hot. 
The Broncs scored five runs, but it 

wasn’t enough to take the lead. UMBC 
scored two more runs in the fifth inning 
as Rider lost the second game 11-7.
Nino had three hits and an RBI in 

the second game against UMBC while 
Feliciano and Spencer had two hits 
each. 

The Broncs were supposed to have 
a doubleheader series against Howard, 
Georgetown and Saint Joseph’s on the 
road, but inclement weather canceled 
those games. The team’s next game 
will be a doubleheader at Villanova on 
March 23.
Timko said the non-conference 

games serve as a way for the team to 
gain confidence and get ready for the 
conference season, which begins on 
April 1 at Quinnipiac. 
“We are using every game in this 

travel season as a way to get better and 
almost using it as practice,” Timko 
said. “One thing I saw was this team’s 
grit. Come April 1, there is going to be 
a lot more confidence on this team.”

WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Historic season ends with NIT loss at Virginia Tech
By Carlos Toro

C
OMPETING in its first-ever postseason tournament, 
the women’s basketball team traveled to Virginia 
Tech in the first round of  the Women’s National 
Invitational Tournament (WNIT).

The Broncs lost to the Hokies on March 17, 76-62, 
to conclude one of  the most successful seasons in 
program history.
Senior center Julia Duggan said the season was 

special for her and the other seniors on the team.
“For the seniors, it’s all the hard work that we’ve 

had in the past four years and it paid off,” Duggan 
said. “Everything that we did in practice, that didn’t 
translate in the past three years, definitely started 
working on the court. It was really great to see that. 
We accomplished a lot this year and we’re very proud 
of  that.”
Rider got off  to a slow start on offense in the first 

half  of  the game, only making 25 percent of  its field 
goals in the opening 20 minutes. 
After Virginia Tech began the game with a 6-4 

lead, it then went on an 11-2 scoring run in the first 
quarter of  the game, ending the quarter with a 22-11 
lead.
The Broncs quickly got off  to a hot start in the 

second quarter when they went on a 7-0 scoring run. 
Junior guard Kamila Hoskova scored the first four 
points of  that brief  run and sophomore guard Lexi 
Posset made a three-point shot to cut Virginia Tech’s 
lead to four points with 7:48 remaining in the second 
quarter.
Virginia Tech then quickly picked itself  back up on 

offense and increased its lead to double-digits in less 
than two minutes. Rider went scoreless in the final 
4:41 of  the first half  as the team’s chances of  winning 
quickly diminished.

The lack of  scoring from Rider in the second quar-
ter culminated in a 45-19 deficit at halftime.
Rider battled back in the second half  of  the game, 

outscoring Virginia Tech 21-14, thanks to increased 
production on offense inside the paint. Rider scored 
14 points inside the paint in the third quarter, but only 
cut the Hokies’ lead to 19 points.
The Broncs only got as far as cutting Virginia 

Tech’s lead to 13 points in the final quarter before the 
Hokies ran away with the lead.
Virginia Tech quickly had a 6-0 scoring run to 

increase its lead to 19 points and the Broncs could 
not put much of  a dent on the Hokies’ lead for the 
remainder of  the game.
Rider’s defense still performed well against Virginia 

Tech. The Hokies committed 22 turnovers and only 
made five of  their 18 three-point shot attempts, but 

outrebounded the Broncs 47-31.
The Hokies only had three players — Regan 

Magarity, Chanette Hicks and Samantha Hill — score 
in double-digits, but they accounted for 65 of  the 
team’s 76 points.
Hoskova scored 18 points in the game, while Posset 

scored 13 points. Duggan finished 12 points, scoring 
her 1,000th career point as a Bronc. Duggan is the 
21st Bronc to score 1,000 points in program history.
The team certainly felt that it earned the right to 

compete alongside the best teams in the tournament, 
according to Duggan.
“We definitely deserved it,” Duggan said. “Even 

though we wanted to win the MAAC Tournament 
[and go to the NCAA Tournament], being at the 
WNIT was just as special.”
Despite the loss, the Broncs achieved plenty of  

success, finishing with 24 wins this season, the most 
in a season since the 1981-82 season. Rider finished 
second in the conference regular season standings, its 
highest finish in the MAAC in program history, as well 
as competing in the MAAC Tournament champion-
ship game for the first time. 
The Broncs will have several top players return-

ing next year including freshman Stella Johnson and 
Hoskova. Duggan said the returning players could 
achieve higher success next year.
“I hope the leadership projected by this year’s 

seniors move on to the juniors who are going to be 
the seniors of  next year and take the great talent of  
this team to a whole new level and move forward,” 
Duggan said. 

Senior shortstop Amanda Crimarco had four hits in the two wins against Coppin State on March 13.

Freshman Stella Johnson scored 13 points against Virginia Tech.
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Inside today: 
The softball team 
picked up a sweep.
Page 11Sports

WRESTLING

Taylor sent off with two All-Americans

By Brandon Scalea

A
FTER Chad Walsh’s final match 
last weekend, the crowd of  over 
19,000 in the Scottrade Center 
rose to its feet and roared. The 

sold-out building wasn’t only cheering 
for Rider’s junior All-American, though. 
It was sending off  retiring Head Coach 
Gary Taylor with a tremendous showing 
of  appreciation. 
When Taylor took over as head 

coach in 1978, he told news out-
lets that he wanted to bring “local 
and national recognition” to Rider’s 
wrestling program. This year, his final 
season, he produced a Bronc team that 
finished 13-1 in the regular season, took 
second place in the Eastern Wrestling 
League (EWL) tournament and left the 
NCAA Championships with multiple 
All-Americans for the first time in two 
decades. 
Taylor also eclipsed the 440-win 

mark this season to pass Minnesota’s 
J. Robinson for third on the all-time 
Division I wins list. 
“The way he was able to end his 

career, with two All-Americans and 
four guys at nationals, it’s just a testa-
ment of  what he’s been able to do with 
this program,” Walsh said. “To take 
over a really small program 39 years 
ago and have the kind of  success he’s 
had here, it’s pretty amazing. I’m happy 
that we sent him off  the way we did.”
Walsh, at 165 lbs, and senior Ryan 

Wolfe, at 197 lbs, both finished No. 7 
in the nation in their respective weight 
classes and achieved All-American 
status. It was the second year in a row 
that Walsh, who finished No. 5 at 
157 lbs last season, achieved this feat. 
He became just the second wrestler 
in program history to be a two-time 

All-American, with the first being 
current Associate Head Coach John 
Hangey. 
It was the first time for Wolfe, 

who became the program’s 16th 
All-American.
Junior B.J. Clagon, who was an All-

American as a freshman, suffered an 
early exit from the consolation bouts 
for the second year in a row. Junior 
Michale Fagg-Daves went 0-2 on the 
weekend. 
Day one of  the national tourna-

ment was a historic one for the Broncs, 
as they sent three wrestlers — Walsh, 
Wolfe and Clagon — to the quarterfi-
nals for the first time. 
Clagon started as an unseeded 

wrestler at 157 and won his preliminary 
match over Colt Shorts of  Cal Poly to 
place into the bracket. Clagon then 
used a late takedown to upset the eighth 
seed from Minnesota, Jake Short, 4-2. 
Later that evening, the junior from 
Toms River picked up another upset, 
this time over James Shields of  Arizona 
State. Clagon’s last two wins came on 
takedowns in the final 30 seconds of  
the match.
Walsh opened the tournament as the 

fifth seed and dominated No. 12 Johnny 
Sebastian of  Northwestern in his first 
match for an 8-0 shutout. In the second 
round, Walsh met conference rival 
Austin Matthews of  Edinboro for the 
third time this year. Matthews was the 
runner-up behind Walsh at the EWLs. 
For the third time this season, 

Matthews couldn’t seem to figure out 
Walsh. The Bronc earned a pin in 43 
seconds to move on to the quarterfinals 
for the second year in a row. 
Unfortunately, Walsh’s bid for 

Rider’s first national title ended there. 

He faced fourth-seeded Isaac Jordan, 
a former national finalist, on day two. 
Jordan secured a pair of  late takedowns 
to knock off  Walsh, 7-3, sending him to 
the consolation matches. 
“Once you get to this level, you start 

to realize that a lot of  these matches 
are decided by one point,” Walsh said. 
“They can really go either way. It’s 
tough that the difference between fin-
ishing seventh and potentially making 
the finals could be a point or two, but 
that’s the way it is.”
At 157, Clagon had the challenge of  

facing No. 1 Jason Nolf  of  Penn State, 
a national finalist last year and this 
year’s national champion. Nolf  pinned 
Clagon in 4:07, en route to an unde-
feated sophomore season. Wolfe also 
faced the eventual national champion 
at 197. He fell in a 10-1 major deci-
sion to J’Den Cox, an Olympic bronze 
medalist, of  Missouri. 
The three losses in the quarterfinal 

round sent the Broncs to the so-called 
blood round, where the bottom eight 
wrestlers in each weight class battle for 
All-American status. The top four from 
that group reach the podium. 
Walsh secured a 4-2 win over No. 

15 Drew Hughes of  Michigan State to 
earn his second All-American sta-
tus. Wolfe defeated Shawn Scott of  
Northern Illinois, 10-7, to become the 
16th Rider All-American. Both moved 
into the top eight with the wins.
Wolfe, a fifth-year senior, said 

he worked his whole life for this 
achievement. 
“The feeling is indescribable,” he 

said. “Running up to my parents and 
hugging them in the stands after I won 
that match was the best feeling of  my 
life. Everything I’ve worked for finally 

paid off  in my final year. It’s a feeling 
that will never go away.”
Clagon was beaten by Sal Mastriani 

of  Virginia Tech. 
On day three, Walsh and Wolfe won 

their last matches to secure the No. 7 
spot in their respective weight classes.
As a team, Rider finished 21st to 

make the final top 25 for the second 
year in a row. The Broncs were notably 
in front of  Princeton and several Big 
Ten schools. Rutgers, which produced a 
pair of  its own All-Americans, finished 
two spots ahead at No. 19. 
Penn State cruised to its sixth team 

national championship in seven years 
under Head Coach Cael Sanderson. 
Five Nittany Lions placed in the 
national finals and five Nittany Lions 
went home national champions in an 
unprecedented showing of  dominance 
on day three.
Walsh said his team aspires to 

wrestle at the level that Penn State, 
and other top programs like Oklahoma 
State and Missouri, reach every season. 
“It seems to be the same guys every 

year that make the finals, from the 
same programs,” he said. “It’s going 
to take a really strong individual effort 
for a Rider guy to make it that far, but 
it can be done. A few of  us had good 
seasons this year and we were really 
confident one of  us could make it.”
Next season, John Hangey will take 

over as Rider’s head coach after several 
years being mentored by Taylor. With 
two All-Americans returning, Walsh 
and Clagon, the Broncs will look to do 
something they’ve never done before — 
produce a national champion. 

Junior Chad Walsh (left) and senior Ryan Wolfe (right) look for takedowns during last weekend’s NCAA Wrestling Championships. Walsh and Wolfe both earned All-America status and placed seventh overall.

C
o
ur
t
es
y 
of
 
R
oy
 
D
e
B
o
er


	032217p1
	032217p2
	032217p3
	032217p4
	032217p5
	032217p67
	032217p8
	032217p9
	032217p10
	032217p11
	032217p12

