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By Shanna O’Mara

I
N the midst of  financial struggles and 
unrest among some faculty and stu-
dents at Rider, the university is mak-
ing strides to improve the economic 

and social atmosphere for the cranberry 
community.
Rider’s comprehensive strategic 

planning process began in February 
2016 and is now nearing completion, 
thanks to the steering committee and 
six working groups.
“Over 100 individuals — students, 

faculty, staff, alumni and trustees — 
have worked hard over the past year 
to get us to where we are now with 
a proposed new mission with Rider 
PROMISE, vision and Strategic Plan,” 
said Debbie Stasolla, associate vice 
president for planning.
Themes established in the proposal 

include a focus on student growth and 
development; the branding, marketing 
and promotion of  the university; the 
importance of  the school’s people; the 

strategic cultivation, management and 
investment of  institution resources; and 
a commitment to planning, implemen-
tation and continuous improvement.
The Board of  Trustees has reviewed 

the plan, according to Stasolla, and the 
university has already begun imple-
menting methods by which specific 
goals, such as attracting potential stu-
dents and maintaining the graduation 
rate, will be met.
Other working groups focused 

on areas such as engaged learning, 
financial resources and employee 
engagement as well as facilities and 
infrastructure. 
 “Not every functional area is rep-

resented in a strategic plan, nor should 
it be necessarily,” Stasolla said. “These 
are the higher-level institution-wide 
goals and priorities. There may be an 
academic department that isn’t repre-
sented in the plan. Student government 
may not be represented in the plan. My 
office may not be cited very specifically 

in the plan, and that’s OK. What I can 
do, or what student government can 
do or the alumni board, is take a look 
at these themes and try to understand 
from the perspective of  the work that 
I do, ‘How do I contribute to those 
themes in my work?’”
While the plan may not specifi-

cally mention groups on campus, the 
proposal intends to help all, according 
to Stasolla.
“Committed to student growth, 

transformation and leadership, we 
connect rigorous academic, artistic and 
professional programs of  study with 
authentic learning experiences that 
engage students inside and outside the 
classroom,” the January 2017 pro-
posal reads. “We prepare graduates to 
thrive professionally and to be lifelong 
independent learners and responsible 
citizens who embrace diversity, sup-
port the common good, and contribute 
meaningfully to the changing world in 
which they live and work.”

In 1883, Andrew J. Rider declared 
that Rider’s future was full of  promise, 
as documented in the history books 
written by Dr. Walter A. Brower, 
’48, former dean of  the school of  
education. Ryan Hopely, Student 
Government Association (SGA) presi-
dent, took this declaration and ran with 
it.
“In the spring, when the steering 

committee was meeting, Ryan had 
found an opportunity to share with the 
Lawrenceville SGA some of  what was 
happening in the strategic planning 
process, and one of  the pieces of  feed-
back he brought back was that students 
wanted some kind of  visual represen-
tation of  the mission,” Stasolla said. 
“That’s where the Rider PROMISE 
evolved.”
Hopely is proud of  the addition he 

contributed to the revised plan.
“[The 

PROMISE] 
was my idea, 

Rider revises mission to promote growth
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The men’s swimming and diving team continued its dominance of the MAAC, winning its sixth-straight conference title at the MAAC Championships at Erie Community College. Junior Zack Molloy earned Male 
Swimmer of the Week honors after breaking two conference records during the weekend. The Rider women finished second behind Marist. 
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Dunk gone wrong
He’s no LeBron James. On Feb. 8 at 10:14 p.m., 

Public Safety was dispatched to the Student 
Recreation Center to assist with a student injury. 
Upon arrival, officers discovered a male student had 
injured his right middle finger on a basketball net 
rim after attempting to dunk a basketball. Officers 
provided the student with ointment and a Band-Aid 
for the wound. Further medical attention was offered, 
but the student declined.

Verbal confrontation
He really didn’t want to quiet down. On Feb. 9 at 

2:38 a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to West Village 
B on the report of disorderly conduct. Upon arrival, 
officers met with members of residence life staff 
who asked the officers to help them address a noise 
violation. After getting permission to enter the room 
where the violation occurred, officers encountered a 
group of students. One male student in particular ver-
bally threatened a residence staff member, prompting 

officers to refer the matter to community standards.   

Lurking on a Saturday morning
She probably had other plans. On Feb. 11 at 1:05 

a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Kroner Hall on 
the report of a male student lurking outside the build-
ing. Upon arrival, officers met with a resident staff 
member who stated the male student claimed he was 
waiting for a female resident of Kroner to meet him 
outside. The staff member told officers the female 
student in question was not in her room so there was 
no reason to let the male student inside. Officers met 
with the male student and asked him to leave several 
times before he finally complied.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver

SECURITY BRIEFS
BY LAUREN LAVELLE

Wednesday, Feb. 15

Green film series: Consumed
7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Sweigart 115
Presented by the Office of  Sustainability, 
this film focuses on a single, working-class 
mother, an organic farmer, the CEO of  a 
biotechnology corporation, two scientists 
on the verge of  a major discovery and an 
ex-cop caught in the middle. Consumed delves 
into the topic of  disease potentially caused 
by genetically modified food.

Thursday, Feb. 16 - Sunday, Feb. 19

Sing ‘n’ Joy Princeton
All day, various locations in Princeton
Westminster Choir College is partnering 
with Interkultur for an international choral 
competition and festival. Over 800 choral 
singers from four nations and seven states 
will participate in this competition. The 
public is invited to observe these sessions, 
lectures and Friendship Concerts free of  
charge. Seating is limited and available on a 
first-come, first-served basis.

Saturday, Feb. 18

Princeton-Rider Brass Band: 
Championship Concert
2 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center
The Princeton-Rider Brass Band, Rider’s 
ensemble-in-residence conducted by Ste-
phen Arthur Allen, will perform traditional 
British and new American music. Admission 
is free, but suggested donations are $10 for 
adults and $5 for students with their ID.

Sunday, Feb. 19

Fros and Beaus: The male per-
spective on natural hair
7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Bristol Chapel
As part of  Black History Month, members 
of  a few fraternities and sororities, as well 
as Black Men United and Women’s United, 
will discuss some of  the issues with wearing 
natural hair.

Professor Emeritus, Graduate Education, Susan Mandel Glazer, who 
worked at Rider for 45 years, passed away on Feb. 13.
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By Shanna O’Mara

W
INNER of  over 200 literacy awards from reading 
councils across the world, Susan Mandel Glazer, 
professor emeritus of  graduate education at 
Rider, passed away on Feb. 13. She was 78.

Born in Jersey City, Glazer was a Rockette as a teen-
ager and fell in love with musical theater. She received 
her Bachelor of  Arts from Syracuse University, her 
Master of  Arts from New York University and her doc-
torate in education from the University of  Pennsylvania.
During her 45 years at Rider, Glazer founded and 

chaired the graduate program that prepared teachers to 
be reading specialists. She also established the Center 
for Reading and Writing, pairing children with graduate 
students. Throughout her 35 years as director of  the pro-
gram, she authored 18 books and more than 200 articles 
on literacy education. She served as president of  the 
International Reading Association (IRA) and was named 
the IRA Teacher Educator of  the Year. 
She is survived by her companion, Ernst Heilbrunn; 

two sisters, Lesley Morrow and Lynn Cohen; nephew 
Darren J. Cohen and niece Stephanie M. Bushell, along 
with two great-nieces and two great-nephews, and many 
friends.
Musical selections performed by students will begin at 

10:30 a.m on Feb. 15 in Gill Memorial Chapel. Funeral 
services will be held at 11 a.m. Burial will follow at Cedar 

Park Cemetery in Paramus.
 Memorial contributions in honor of  Susan Glazer may be made 

in support of  Rider’s Musical Theater Program. 

Honoring and remembering 
Professor Susan Glazer

CLARIFICATION
In an article in last week’s issue, titled “Ex-

Gov. sounds off  on campus merger,” it was 
stated that Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
hosted the 24-Hour Marathon of  Music as 
well as the town forum of  Feb. 7. Both events 
included WCC faculty, students and alumni, 
but were planned, coordinated and presented 
by the Coalition to Save Westminster Choir 
College in Princeton. 

SGA introduces an international 
voice to the board and school
By Shanna O’Mara

O
N the heels of  the univer-
sity revising its mission, 
the Student Government 
Association (SGA) is revising 

its Senate board.
After the terrorist attacks in 

Belgium in March 2016, senior 
journalism major Pauline Theeuws 
reached out to SGA about the 
bombings in her home country. 
“Pauline came into our Senate 

in the fall to present some concerns 
she had about the university’s means 
of  communication to international 
students during times of  crisis,” 
said John Modica, vice president of  
SGA. “She started a dialogue within 
student government about the issues 
that are unique to Rider’s interna-
tional community — a dialogue that, 
unfortunately, our student govern-
ment never seems to have hosted.”
From there, Nicole Alvarico, 

president of  the Rider International 
Student Association (RISA), began 
the process to induct members of  
the international community onto 

the SGA board to represent the stu-
dents who attend this school but call 
a country abroad home. Interviews 
were conducted until two members 
were chosen to serve as international 
senators.
“Creating this new position is 

a means of  achieving an equitable 
Rider experience for students of  all 
origins,” Modica said.
Theeuws and freshman infor-

mation systems major Vivekkumar 
Govindaswamy were chosen for 
these positions.
“They’re two incredibly engaged, 

brilliant student leaders who have 
the potential to set our relationship 
on the right path,” Modica said.
Their jobs will require the same 

effort and dedication as the other 
members’ of  the board.
“They correspond closely with 

RISA and international students 
to remain aware of  problems their 
community is facing, and then 
addressing them through the added 
resources and support student gov-
ernment offers,” Modica said. “They 

are also held to the same standards 
as every other senator: being a vot-
ing member of  the Senate, serving 
on one of  our internal committees, 
and so forth.”
Theeuws is honored to be chosen 

for this position and recognizes the 
significance of  her voice at Rider.
“I’m absolutely ready to represent 

the international community,” she 
said. “I think it’s really important 
that we have as much of  a voice as 
anyone else here, especially in our 
world now where disastrous events 
can happen at home, and we don’t 
want to feel alone on campus.”
Although the specifics of  the 

job are still in “formative stages,” 
according to Modica, they have been 
set into the bylaws as permanent 
positions.
“With the help of  RISA and 

outstanding students like Vivek and 
Pauline, I’m confident that over the 
next semester and academic year 
we will turn this into a position that 
future administrations will be dedi-
cated to maintaining,” he said.
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For more information:

www.rider.edu/housing • 609-896-5057

Room Selection Schedule 2013 –2014Room Selection Schedule 2014Room Selection Schedule 2017

March 1

March 5 - 7

April 5 - 6

April 10

April 19 - 21  

$200 room deposit must be  
received by the Cashier’s Ofice. 
Students who miss this deadline 
will still be housed but may have 
limited residence hall choices.

Greek Room Selection

Premium Room Selection
 
Singles Room Selection

Standard Room Selection

Information Sessions:

February 13, 14, 15, 19, 22, 26, 27, 28 

March 1, 19, 20

Greek Information Sessions:

February 20 - Sororities 

February 21 - Fraternities

www.rider.edu

Twitter: @RiderUResLife

FB: www.facebook.com/RiderUResLife

Room Selection Schedule 2013 –2014Room Selection Schedule 2014

For more information:
www.rider.edu/princetonhousing

March 1 

April  5 - 6 

April  19 - 21

$200 room deposit must  
be received by the Cashier’s  
ofice. Students who miss this  
deadline will still be housed but  
may have limited residence hall choices. 

Premium Room Selection

Standard Room Selection

Room Selection Schedule 2017

Twitter: @RiderUResLife

FB: www.facebook.com/RiderUResLife

*Premium rooms are available on the Lawrenceville Campus for Juniors & Seniors.

*All irst year and second year students are required to live on campus.

By Brandon Scalea

T
HE resounding message at a Delta Phi Epsilon (DPhiE) event on Feb. 12 was that 
everyone should love themselves no matter what. 
In its annual vigil, DPhiE’s goal was to spread awareness about Anorexia 

Nervosa and other Affective Disorders (ANAD), the sorority’s philanthropy. 
ANAD also works to spread messages of  body positivity and self-acceptance. 
An eating disorder is defined as an extreme or disordered form of  dieting. Every 

year, between 1-2 percent of  American women suffer from anorexia or bulimia. 
Every 62 minutes, someone dies as a direct result of  an eating disorder, according to 
ANAD’s website. 
A few sisters in the chapter shared their own experiences with eating disorders 

and depression. 
For the second straight year, senior Alyssa Belardo told her story of  a long jour-

ney to be comfortable in her own skin. 
“For a very long time, my mind has been set to inspire people with my story 

and my words,” she said. “Whether it’s been suicide prevention or eating disorder 
awareness, I feel like I should be the person to stand up and say, ‘I’ve been there 
and it’s OK.’”
Belardo, the middle of  five children, said that in fifth grade her teacher began 

seeing explicit signs of  clinical depression in her. She said she saw her siblings as 
goal-oriented individuals who were breezing through life, while she didn’t seem to 
have a place. Belardo said she began using food as a vice. 
“I would eat when I was sad, I would eat when I was angry,” she said. “I would 

skip dinner and then binge eat afterwards. I was trying to cope with my depression 
using food, which led to the development of  Binge Eating Disorder.”
She said that in 10th grade, she began to compulsively over-exercise, staying up 

until 2 a.m. and then waking up at 5 a.m. to work out before school. Although her 
weight dropped, so did her grades. 
Belardo said her problem was chasing after goals she could not possibly achieve, 

to fulfill her own expectation of  beauty that her mind was set on. 
“Eating disorders are a mental illness, not a physical one,” she said. “When a 

comment about someone’s weight comes up, erase it. You never know what a per-
son is going through, but they are beautiful just the same.” 
Belardo said that although she still has some days when the sadness creeps back, 

she has accepted who she is. She’s now a resident advisor, president of  an honors 
society and president of  Rider University Greek Council. 
Sophomore secondary education major Kayla Stolarczuk stressed that being 

mindful of  others’ problems and feelings is important when it’s not always clear that 
someone may need help.
“ANAD is a cause I hold close to my heart because I know how many people 

struggle with eating disorders,” she said. “It shows that you should be kind to every-
one because you never know what someone is going through behind closed doors.”
Other sisters agreed that it can be a shock when learning of  friends’ problems, 

since not everyone is open about their struggles. 
“The vigil was an eye-opening experience,” said Lindsey Lavelle, a freshman 

elementary education major. “I had no idea people actually went through stuff  like 
that. The fact that they are able to share their stories and help others get through 
their problems shows how strong they really are.”
The vigil, which is usually held on the lawn outside of  the DPhiE house, 

was held this year in the Cavalla Room. The chapter raised over $500 for its 
philanthropy. 
“It’s such a wonderful event with moving speakers,” said Jessica Nietzold, a 

junior elementary education major. “I love that we use it as an opportunity to raise 
awareness and money for the cause.”
 

Sorority promotes body acceptance

The sisters of Delta Phi Epsilon raised over $500 for their philanthropy at their annual vigil on Feb. 12, 
spreading awareness about Anorexia Nervosa and other affective disorders. They talked of the prevalence 
of eating disorders among primarily American women and the importance of self-acceptance.   
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News

A student plans her weekly schedule, trying to manage her time efficiently. Student success center 
coordinator and adjunct professor Kevin Clark suggests breaking down each week by hours and 
dedicating time to various activities, such as studying or exercising, appropriately.
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and I think it will really help the University steer its 
messaging going forward,” he said.
On Oct. 6 and Oct. 13, 2016, two forums were 

held to discuss a new mission statement which reads:
“Rider University welcomes students from through-

out the region, across the nation and around the 
world who seek to be challenged and supported as 
active members of  our inclusive and vibrant liv-
ing and learning community. Committed to student 
growth, transformation and leadership, we connect 
rigorous academic, artistic and professional programs 
of  study with authentic learning experiences that 
engage students inside and outside the classroom. We 
prepare graduates to thrive professionally and to be 
lifelong independent learners and responsible citizens 
who embrace diversity, support the common good, 
and contribute meaningfully to the changing world in 
which they live and work.”
Revising the university’s mission statement was a 

community effort, according to Stasolla.
“This is the second version of  the mission that 

our community is seeing because we introduced an 

earlier draft of  the mission back in early fall when we 
held forums in October and received feedback from 
everyone,” she said. “We incorporated some of  that 
feedback as we redrafted the mission, and then the 
steering committee, in December, came up with this 
latest version.”
According to Stasolla, the plan is expected to be 

approved by the Board of  Trustees later this semester. 
The university will be accredited by Middle States the 
following spring.
The proposal can be viewed on the myRider announcements 

channel as well as on Canvas.
   

CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

Rider community collaborates to draft new mission

Rider’s new PROMISE

In pursuit of  our mission, we are committed to fulilling the Rider PROMISE

Our graduates are:

Prepared to contribute meaningfully to the changing world in which they live and work.
Respectful of  all people, rights and freedoms and individual diferences.
Open to a life of  independent learning.
Motivated to be responsible citizens who support the common good.
Innovative, creative and resourceful.
Skilled and thriving and professionals, educators, artists and performers.
Engaged in their communities as leaders and role models.

Managing time may increase motivation
By Lauren Lavelle

S
TUDENTS were welcome to pick 
up tips and tricks about heighten-
ing their time management and 
concentration skills on Feb. 14 at 

the Motivation and Time Management 
workshop. 
Presented by the Department of  

Counseling Services as part of  their 
Strive to Thrive spring workshop series, 
student success center coordinator and 
adjunct professor Kelvin Clark intro-
duced information regarding motiva-
tion in life, the workplace and school. 
Beginning with a presentation 

outlining the proper steps to achieve 
the optimum amount of  motivation, 
concentration and focus, Clark’s first 
point dealt with physical energy and 
the importance of  having enough of  it. 
“If  we can get our mental energy 

right, we get our emotional energy 
right, we get our spiritual energy right 
and, obviously, the last one is physi-
cal,” said Clark. “First and foremost, 
we need to stack for our body’s natu-
ral rhythm. So, when we think about 
our focus and concentration, we need 
to pay attention to our physical time 
clock. Unfortunately, now, I can’t sleep 
past 10 a.m. and if  I do, it won’t be a 
good day. You need to think about how 
many hours of  sleep you personally 
need.”  
Clark also continuously emphasized 

the usefulness of  knowing the ins and 
outs of  the body and one’s mental 
health in order to determine what time 
is most efficient for getting work done. 
“You have to know when you are 

at best to do work,” said Clark. “If  we 
try to force ourselves to be the type 
of  morning person that we’re not, we 
will wake up and be upset that we have 
to be up. We won’t be able to focus 
because if  we want to go back to sleep, 
we will. Understanding what your time 
of  day is is absolutely key.”
Next, the students received a self-

assessment entitled “How motivated 
are you and how are you motivated?” 
that had individuals rank their overall 
motivation from one to five with one 
being completely not true and five 
being completely true. 
After ranking each statement, the 

students added up their scores and 

determined their overall level of  moti-
vation ranging from low motivation to 
high motivation.
Of  the 19 students who attended 

the workshop, the majority fell within 
the medium motivation category with 
two falling in the high category and one 
falling in the low. 
“The ultimate motivation for a lot of  

college students is eventually money,” 
said Clark. “So, if  we can make our 
goals small, clear and concise, then 
we can see ourselves accomplishing 
those goals little by little. It’s a snowball 
effect. The more we can scaffold our 
goals from small to large, the more we 
keep our motivation.”  
To round out his presentation, Clark 

discussed a topic all college students 
have struggled with at one point or 
another: time management.
To help students further understand 

their daily schedules, Clark provided 
a worksheet that broke down the week 
into hours. Students then logged in how 
many hours they spent doing everyday 
activities to see how much free time 
they did or did not have left over. 
“Most students are over 168 hours,” 

said Clark. “I’m excited to see that 
most of  us are under that. But here’s 
the thing, do you really dedicate 48 
hours to studying? The answer is prob-
ably not because, with time manage-
ment, it is all flexible.”
Stephanie Jacobs, a counselor at 

Rider’s counseling center, appreciates 
this workshop in particular because it 
addresses problems that are prevalent 
among students who attend sessions at 
the counseling center. 
“It intersects with what we do,” 

said Jacobs. “Take procrastination. 
Procrastination causes stress and one 
of  the key things students walk in 
here with is stress and anxiety and the 
depression that lays underneath it.”
According to Jacobs, Strive to 

Thrive is a pilot program that came 
about because of  students’ lack of  
interest in attending group therapy 
sessions.
Jacobs thought, instead of  having 

group sessions focusing on one topic for 
a period of  several weeks, the counsel-
ing center should implement a series of  
sessions on different topics each week to 

see student reactions.
“For whatever reason, on col-

lege campuses this size, it is hard to 
get groups going,” said Jacobs. “My 
thought was that this could be a 
midway point for students who aren’t 
comfortable committing to a group. So, 
we surveyed students and based upon 
student responses, the students told us 
the types of  topics they had an interest 
in. The big ones were stress and anxiety 
management and managing emotions.”
Hoping for a successful future for 

Strive to Thrive, Jacobs says wellness is 
their ultimate goal.
“The focus of  the workshop series is 

prevention and wellness,” said Jacobs. 
“We hope that students find informa-
tion that help them thrive as they go 

through their Rider experience. We are 
concerned about the whole person with 
an eye toward mental and emotional 
health and the totality of  the person. 
We are interested in mental health well-
ness, academic success and relational 
success.” 
Hoping for a successful future for 

Strive to Thrive, Jacobs says wellness is 
their ultimate goal. 
“The focus of  the workshop series is 

prevention and wellness,” said Jacobs.   
Jacobs also enjoys the life skills 

students ultimately gather from the 
workshops. 
“Students come here to get an 

education,” said Jacobs. “The ability to 
manage your time, the ability to focus, 
that’s a life skill.”
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Arts&Entertainment
Rider students get star struck with trip to film festival
By Emily Klingman

T
WO Rider students rubbed elbows with stars and 
networked with industry professionals at the 
Santa Barbara International Film Festival (SBIFF) 
earlier this month. 

Senior English major Alyssa Belardo and senior 
public relations major Debbie McFetridge were two of  
30 college students selected in the U.S. to be a part of  
the Film Festival’s student program. The program is a 
three-day symposium emphasizing film appreciation, 
criticism and analysis. In addition, the students were 
also able to attend many of  the festival’s events and 
panel discussions through priority access. 
Beginning on the night of  Feb. 2, they were first 

able to attend the Maltin Modern Master Award 
honoring Denzel Washington at the Arlington 
Theater. 
The following day was full of  opportunities to meet 

industry professionals, including Roger Durling, the 
executive director of  SBIFF and Nico Maestu who 
navigated the group through their time at the festival. 
Later, they met prolific film editors Artie Schmidt, 
who edited films such as the Back to The Future trilogy 
and Forrest Gump, and Richard Harris, who worked 
as an editor on Titanic. During their meeting, they 
discussed the old process of  editing films and their 
personal transitions in integrating new technology to 
their work. 
McFetridge said that the experience became “a 

wonderful networking opportunity.”
“We met some great people who were interested 

in connecting with us, and they also offered us advice 
on how to get more involved in the film industry,” she 
said.
“[The program] gives our students an opportunity 

to see the newest films, among them many high-
quality independent productions that don’t necessarily 
receive wide theatrical release,” said Cynthia Lucia, 
English professor and director of  the film and media 
studies. “These are films that serious film students 
should see and know about.”
The group also had the opportunity to see a 

seminar on independent filmmaking, including 
filmmakers Courtney Balaker, director of  Little Pink 
House; Susan Johnson, director of  Carrie Pilby; Paul 
Shoulberg, director of  The Good Catholic; and David 

Heinz, director of  September 12th.
“My favorite screening we viewed was La La Land, 

and after the screening, the director Damien Chazelle 
came into the room for a Q&A,” said Belardo. 
“Chazelle told us that he wrote La La Land years 

ago,” McFetridge said. “He wanted Gosling and Stone 
from the beginning but didn’t expect that to actually 
happen. It was really inspiring to see how he was able 
to make his dreams come true through hard work. I 
didn’t realize before how long the filmmaking process 
is or that a screenplay is often written years before it is 
made into a film.”
Saturday night, the group attended the tribute at 

the Arlington of  the Virtuosos Award honoring many 
actors for their work, including Aaron Taylor Johnson 
for Nocturnal Animals, Dev Patel for Lion, Janelle Monáe 
for Hidden Figures and  Moonlight, Mahershala Ali for 
Moonlight and Ruth Negga for Loving. 
The next morning, the group attended a seminar 

on social justice in documentary formats, featuring 
filmmakers Derek Wayne Johnson, director of  John G. 
Alvidesn: King of  the Underdogs; Bobbi Jo Hart, director 
of  Rebels on Pointe; and Bartle Bull, director of  Cradle of  
Champions. They then attended the Cinema Vanguard 
Award at the Arlington honoring Casey Affleck and 
Michelle Williams later that night.
Since sending Belardo and McFetridge to the 

festival, Lucia hoped the experience opened their eyes 
to films beyond the mainstream studio productions, 
plus “the ways in which film festivals expose audiences 
to new work and enable filmmakers to gain exposure.”
Students who are interested in finding experiences 

like the Santa Barbara Film Studies Program should 
look into studying the aspects of  film history and 
where the industry is today. Lucia also encouraged 
students to join the film and media studies program’s 
first-ever film and media studies career night on 
Rider’s Lawrenceville campus on March 30 from 6 
p.m. to 8 p.m.
“These professionals will speak about their work, 

how best to prepare and how best to enter the field,” 
said Lucia. “Students should also seek out and attend 
the many local film festivals within reach like the 
Trenton Film Festival, The Garden State Film Festival 
in Atlantic City and the film festivals held every year 
in New York and Philadelphia.”
“It was a full experience of  hearing directors, 

writers and producers as well as actresses and actors 
profess their love of  their careers,” Belardo said. “I’m 
so happy for the opportunity and I would do it all 
again.”
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FEBRUARY
Wed. 2/15

The Green Film Series - “Consumed”
Film starts at 7 p.m. followed by a brief discussion
Sweigart Auditorium, Room 115
Consumed is a dramatic thriller that explores the complex world of genetically 
modified food. The story is anchored by a working-class, single Mother on a 
hunt to uncover the cause of her son's mysterious illness. 

Thurs. 2/16

Westminster Conservatory at Nassau: Music for Violin and Piano
12:15 p.m., Niles Chapel of Nassau Presbyterian Church
(61 Nassau Street in Princeton)
Violinist Dezheng Ping and pianist Phyllis Alpert Lehrer present music written 
by Brahms and Monti for duo and solo instruments. 

Honest Dialogue: An Open Conversation about Race
Thursday, 11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Cullen 1
An open conversation on race relations in America and how it affects the current 
generation. Current events on collegiate and national levels will also be 
discussed as well as changes we hope to see in the future on these issues.

Sat. 2/18

Princeton-Rider Brass Band: Championship Concert
2 p.m. Bart Luedeke Center Theater
Rider University's ensemble-in-residence, this "British Style" band plays 
traditional British music as well as the music of new American composers.

Sun. 2/19

Dream A World: The Words of Langston Hughes
Sunday, 7 to 8:30 p.m., Bristol Chapel
Before the end of Black History Month and Gospel Fest, join BHA for a night of 
poetry and music in honor of the celebrated African-American poet Langston 
Hughes. 

Fros and Beaus: The male perspective on natural hair
Sunday, 7 p.m., Fireside Lounge, BLC
This panel discussion involves a few fraternities and sororities, as well as BMU 
and women's united. One member from each organization will create a panel 
that will discuss their viewpoints on natural hair and some of the issues with 
wearing natural hair.

Tue. 2/21

"I Have A Dream" Speech Contest 
Tuesday, 6:30 to 9:30 p.m., SRC Seminar Room
The Black Student Union and the Residence Hall Association are hosting a 
speech competition honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Winners will receive an 
assortment of prizes, including a visa gift cards. Submission deadline Feb. 17.
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By Jason Mount

B
IG hair and keytars made a come-
back at “Eighties Explosion,” 
Rider’s spring musical theater 
cabaret, directed by Franklin 

Trapp and musically directed by Nick 
Place.
The stage was decorated with 

multiple platforms featuring art from 
Keith Haring, the band was playing 
upstage center and set pieces to the 
right and left depicted classic ’80s 
technology such as Pac-Man, a Rubik’s 
Cube and a boombox. The show 
opened with the voice of  radio host 
Casey Kasem, setting the scene for the 
rest of  the performance.
Suddenly, the cast filled the stage 

to sing Eric Carmen’s “Make Me Lose 
Control.” The audience cheered, as 
the cast danced around the stage, 
eventually transitioning into “Mama’s 
Fallen Angel” by Poison, during which 
the spotlight shifted onto the band.
The cabaret took an emotional turn 

during a solo of  Cyndi Lauper’s “True 
Colors,” performed by senior musical 
theater major Margaret Warrington. As 
the lights behind her changed colors, 
Warrington held everyone’s attention 
with her voice. When she belted out 
a note towards the end of  the song, 
spectators applauded and vocalized 
their enthusiasm.
The “posse” of  the cabaret, 

freshman musical theater majors 
Forrest Filiano, Terren Mueller and 
Daniel Starnes, and junior musical 
theater majors Bryce McAllister and 
Matt Sweeney, channeled their inner 
boy band members during their 
performance of  “The Right Stuff ” by 
New Kids On The Block.
Their number called upon elements 

of  a typical boyband, including tight 
choreography and outfits depicting boy 
band archetypes.
Then came a mashup of  “We Didn’t 

Start the Fire” by Billy Joel and “It’s 
the End of  the World as We Know 
It” by R.E.M. The song medley truly 
showcased the company’s talent with 
quickly sung lyrics and fast movement, 

making for a high energy performance.
The rest of  the cabaret included 

other ’80s classics such as “Don’t 
Worry, Be Happy” by Bobby McFerrin, 
“Cold Hearted” by Paula Abdul, and 
“Luka” by Suzanne Vega. 
The bigger numbers came at the end 

of  the cabaret. The entire cast danced 
on stage for “Love Shack” by The 
B-52’s and “I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles)” 
by The Proclaimers, sparking an 
audience sing along during the chorus 
and rythmn clapping throughout. 
The production finished up with 

Journey’s “Don’t Stop Believin’.” 
Audience members were moved by 
recognition and nostalgia as the first 
few notes rang through the theater. 
The performers made sure to get their 
message across by tweaking one line 
from the song: “The ’80s never end.” 
Performers ran out into the aisles of  the 
house to sing and dance with audience 
members, all while taking their bows 
and finishing the show.
Everyone in the audience could not 

resist dancing at one point or another, 
showing how talented and moving the 
students were in the cabaret. Their 
performances proved to many people 
that songs from the 1980s are as 
timeless as ever.

By Paige Ewing

S
TUDENTS now have a place to warm up on cold 
winter days or chilly spring nights. On Feb. 
11, Rider officially unveiled a new fire pit at 
Cranberry’s Patio. 

Decked out with adirondack chairs and plugs for 
electronics, this new space hopes to be a place for 
students to join together. The fire pit offers heat that 
spreads to the surrounding chairs, allowing people to 
spend time outside even during the winter. Students 
can warm up any time of  the day with the push of  a 
button, turning the pit on. 
Along with the fire pit festivities, alumni joined 

the celebration with the Broncs Of  The Last Decade 
(BOLD) Program. The program helps raise donations 
for Rider University projects, but also forms a stronger 
connection between past and current Rider students.
While a handful of  alumni gathered together and 

reminisced about their time at Rider, 107.7 The Bronc 
filled the patio with throwback hits like “Jessie’s Girl” 
by Rick Springfield. As former students rocked out-
side, AJ the Bronc danced throughout the pub. 
Sponsored by the Alumni Association, the event 

welcomed past students back and ran a raffle to win a 
back seat at the basketball game vs. Quinnipiac later 
that day. A few current students attended with about 
two dozen former students.
In the last hour of  the event, a group of  alumni 

joined together around the fire pit, and while taking 
selfies, commented on the new addition to the patio.
“I love it, I think we are making a step in the right 

direction,” said Jessica Vento, ’15. “I think that Rider 
is really trying to transform itself  for the students to 
give more of  a morale boost to the community.”
As more alumni joined together to take a group 

picture, more people commented about the fire pit 

and the benefits to having a new place to hang out.
“I think it’s a great update to campus. It gives you 

almost an outdoor campus center,” Mark McCoy, ’12, 
said. “It’s good for the community and it’s good for 
people to come together.”
After talking, eating and giving advice to current 

students, many of  the recent graduates packed up to 

support the basketball team. Some of  them instead 
ventured to other parts of  the campus to appreciate 
new buildings and places on campus they enjoyed 
when they attended school here.
Overall, the event, despite its small size, embodied 

the community spirit Rider promotes, connecting the 
new and old members of  the Rider family.

Feb. 15, 2017    The Rider News6  7

Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment

By Gianluca D’Elia 

F
OR those wondering who they might 
become if  they dressed in drag, five 
queens decided to find out for them-
selves. At a jam-packed pub, Rider’s 

first Drag Race was the semester’s kickoff  
fundraiser for Relay For Life, on Friday 
Feb. 10. 
Erika Gomez, the Student 

Entertainment Council’s (SEC) 
multicultural chair, said she was 

interested in hosting an event that 
involved drag, especially since 
Westminster Choir College hosts an 
annual drag show. This year’s Drag Race 
was hosted by one of  the leading queens 
from Westminster’s drag show, junior 
music education major Emilio Chase. 
The contestants included freshman 

behavioral neuroscience major Caleb 
Holt with stage name Coco Chanel; 
freshman English major Sean Hubert as 
Ginger Snap; senior global supply chain 
management major Edwin Chogllo 
as Juanna Bang; junior English major 
John Modica as Mz. Janet 
Kegel; and freshman arts 
administration major 
Brandon Hines as 
Noxeema Deluxe. 
“When I heard 

there would be a 
drag show on this 
campus, I got 
so excited,” 
Modica 
said. “It’s 
an amazing 
tradition, especially in 
gay subculture, to take 
part of. It’s a first for 
me, and it’s a first for 
Rider, too.” 
For most of  the 
queens, dressing 
up in drag was a 
new experience, 
yet they worked 
the stage and 
won over the 
crowd with 

ease. Some queens already had talents 
that helped their performances. Holt, 
who was encouraged by Gomez to join 
the contest, had never done drag before. 
However, the lack of  experience did 
not show as Holt opened the show with 
a fiery Beyoncé medley, complete with 
fierce dance moves.
“It’s for a good cause, so I figured 

I had to get down and dirty for it,” 
Holt said. “I used to dance when I was 
younger, so my choreography was the 
only thing I really felt confident in. Drag 
is more intense than I expected it to be, 
but it’s so exciting. It’s a different 
experience.” 

Hubert had never 
done drag before 
either, but he is 
a special effects 
makeup artist.  
“I’ve been 
doing makeup 
since I was 
really young 
because I love 
Halloween,” said 
Hubert, who 
stood out from the 
other drag queens 
with a horror-
themed costume. 
“Recently, I’ve been 
trying to do even more 
work with it and push 
the boundaries of  what I 
can do.” 
The “race” 
consisted of  four 
rounds: the 

individual lip-sync, the Q&A, the catwalk 
and the “vogue-off.” Then, in true 
RuPaul’s Drag Race fashion, the entire 
group did a Lip-Sync Battle. After each 
queen’s performance, SEC members 
collected donations from the packed pub 
for the American Cancer Society.  
“I’ve never been much of  a performer, 

but there’s something empowering about 
putting on a face full of  makeup and 
some high heels and going out there to 
give everyone a good time,” said Modica. 
“That’s what is sticking with me from 
the night — just how much fun I and 
everyone in the crowd seemed to 
have.”
Thanks to an exhilarating 
debut as Mz. Janet Kegel, 
he landed in first place 
and received a tiara 
at the conclusion of  
the show. Second 
place went to Noxeema 
Deluxe, and third 
went to Coco 
Chanel. 
By the end 

of  the night, the 
queens raised 
$470 for Relay 
For Life. 
Relay For Life 

Co-Chair and 
senior elementary 
education major 
Ryleigh Honig said, 
“We’re so excited 
the Drag Race 
was a hit, but the 
fight isn’t over.” 

So far, Rider’s relay teams as a whole 
have reached a total of  about $3,300 
in donations, with the goal of  reaching 
$70,000 by the event on March 25. 
“If  anyone was skeptical about the 

power of  drag before Friday night, I 
think all of  those doubts have been 
shattered,” said Modica. 
 
 
 

Men perform in drag to raise money for cancer research

REVIEW

Musical ‘explosion’ inspires amazement Broncs share memories, warmth at fire pit

Rider students can come together at the new fire pit at Cranberry’s Patio. Past and present students gathered at the unveiling this past 
Saturday, Feb. 11.
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The cast of “Eighties Explosion” performs ’80s hits for audiences, with songs including “The Right Stuff” 
by New Kids On The Block, “It’s the End of the World as We Know It” by R.E.M.

(Above) Brandon Hines and John Modica hug it out after the competition that crowned Modica the 
winner. (Below) John Modica performs his lip sync routine with a member from the audience.
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FROM THE EDITOR

Shaping student 
opinions with facts

M
USIC rang from television 
screens across the country. 
The stars shined in bright 
outits and wore dazzling  

smiles. It was the GRAMMYs, 
a night dedicated to celebrating 
the success and impact of  various 
artists in the music industry. But the 
night was also packed with various 
political statements, from Beyoncé’s 
acceptance speech supposedly 
targeting President Donald Trump 
to A Tribe Called Quest referring to 
Trump as “President Agent Orange.” 
Many people loved the celebrities’ 

passion. But many were angered 
and jarred by entertainers focusing 
less on entertainment and more on 
politics. 
It seems like, in our modern 

society, all influencers have to 
keep their opinions behind tightly 
closed lips. But the excessive anger 
expressed when public figures or 
educators share their opinions makes 
no sense, especially when adults are 
the ones sharing this aggravation. If  
you are a grown adult, you should 
be able to form your own opinions 
regardless of  whatever statement 
anyone else makes.
We are living in the midst of  an 

era that has awoken deep political 
passions and triggered high societal 
stakes. Everyone across the world is 
sounding off, including celebrities. 
There’s no reason to boycott 
celebrities or write angry posts about 
why they should keep their opinions 
private since they’re not politicians. 
This changing political climate 

and the effects it has on our society 
impact all of  us, including singers, 
actors, dancers, etc. If  public figures 
are using their fame and their 
platform to share their beliefs, it’s 
more beneficial than encouraging 
illegal activity or violence.
However, just because celebrities 

have a right to publically express 
their views does not mean anyone 
should mold their own beliefs 
around them. It’s immature to look 
at your favorite singer and become a 
Republican just because they are. It’s 
pointless to read an actor’s tweet and 
then decide you want to be a liberal. 
Instead, listen to what they say and 
read their posts but research the 
topics they discuss. Form your own 
conclusions. 
The same rings true when 

listening to politicians speak. 
Most politicians, regardless of  
conservative or liberal affiliations, 
purposefully try to sway listeners 
and readers to agree with them. 
Their job is to convince you to vote 
for them, to donate to them or to 
agree with them. They may do this 
by discrediting the media, attacking 
their competitors, encouraging 
protests, etc. 
But when we turn off  our 

televisions and phone screens, 
we can’t let our belief  systems be 
shaped by the politicians whose jobs 
are to influence our thinking. We 
need to do the extra work by reading 
the news and listening to experts. 

We need to turn to websites like 
factcheck.org or politifact.com. We 
have to stay educated and develop 
our own opinions.
However, influence is not only 

exerted on us by these extremely 
public figures. For many of  us, we 
face the same clashes of  beliefs 
right here in our classrooms. Many 
professors may feel comfortable 
sharing their opinions and may even 
feel compelled to debate students 
over our own belief  systems. 
This may not always be 

comfortable for students, especially 
if  we don’t agree with our educators. 
However, discussion and debate are 
an important part of  the educational 
process. If  we all surrounded 
ourselves with people who think the 
same as we do, there is no available 
avenue to expand our minds or 
grow. In addition, we are all adults, 
meaning we can process the words 
our educators say and decide for 
ourselves whether or not we agree. 
The same can be said about 

speakers hosted by Rider or any 
university. For example, Newt 
Gingrich, former U.S. Speaker of  
the House and vocal Republican, 
will be speaking at Rider next 
month. To some, that may feel 
like the university is advocating 
his beliefs and pushing a more 
conservative agenda on students. 
However, this simply isn’t the 

case. It is a learning experience. We 
don’t have to agree with what invited 
speakers say to get something from 
their talks, whether it’s a new way of  
thinking or more firm resolution in 
our beliefs. 
Life will always be brimming 

with people who want us to think 
like them. But we are not children. 
We are individuals who were 
fortunate enough to receive a higher 
education. We are all young adults 
attending an accredited private 
university. If  we let people dictate 
our opinions and thoughts, then the 
influencers around us are not the 
problem — we are.
After all, the most wonderful 

part of  being a fully functioning 
adult is that we all have our own 
fully developed minds. Don’t let a 
celebrity or a professor make up 
yours for you. 
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Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

A
IDS Activist Mary Fisher once 
said, “We may take refuge in our 
stereotypes, but we cannot hide 
there long, because HIV asks 

only one thing of  those it attacks. Are 
you human?”
Getting tested for HIV is easy, fast 

and inexpensive. Sometimes, it’s even 
free — this month, the campus health 
center announced free HIV-testing 
hours. But for some reason, according 
to the Center for Disease Control 
(CDC), 20 percent of  the 1.2 million 
individuals living with HIV in the U.S. 
don’t know they have it.  
Perhaps for some people, there’s a 

stigma around HIV, especially since 
this disease disproportionately affects 
the LGBT community, sex workers 
and people who inject drugs. But the 

truth is that regardless of  whether 
you practice safe sex, or whether 
you’ve ever touched a dirty needle, 
anyone can be at risk, and the health 
of  any relationship depends on how 
transparent you are about your sexual 
health. Unless you’re completely 
abstinent and are diassociated with 
drug use, it could happen to you. But 
if  we let stigmas continue and people 
keep experiencing discrimination for 
disclosing their status, fear may prevent 
individuals from seeking the help they 
need. 
There are more reasons to get tested 

than reasons not to. Primarily, being 
certain of  your status will enhance a 
relationship 
with a 
partner 

EDITOR’S CORNER

Being proactive to 
ight against HIV

➠ SEE GETTING TESTED 
FOR HIV, PAGE  9
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GREEN CORNER

As food waste adds up, Rider looks toward sustainability

E
ATING and living on campus can be convenient for students, as it’s easy to just 
walk into Daly’s Dining Hall or Cranberry’s and ill up on food. There are 
unlimited options and access to tasty food can be as simple as illing out a slip 
of  paper. However, a vast amount of  choices comes with a high amount of  

waste.
According to the Environmental Protection Agency, food makes up 20 percent 

of  what goes into municipal landills. Waste includes food scraps, paper napkins, 
wooden cofee stirrers and cofee grounds/ilters. This does not include anything 
made of  plastic and non-organic trash. These leftovers end up rotting in landills 
where they account for a large portion of  the country’s methane emissions. Rider, 
in partnership with Aramark, the university’s food service provider, does all it can 
to reduce the campus’s waste and contributions to greenhouse gas emissions. To 
reduce trash, Rider uses various technologies to dispose of  waste in the most eco-
friendly way possible. 
Utilizing the bio-digester that was installed in the back of  Daly’s in 2014, 

Aramark converts food waste into gray water. This machine has the capacity 
to divert an average of  2,800 pounds of  food per week from the landfill and 
can digest up to 400 pounds of  organic food waste into waste water in a single 
24-hour period. The gray water that is produced thereafter is safe for drains and 
sewers, and saves labor and money, ultimately creating a more effective food waste 
management system.  
Aramark also takes other sustainable actions with organic waste. They filter 

and reuse fryer oil and have it picked up and taken to a facility to be turned into 
biodiesel fuel. Furthermore, all produce, dairy and bakery items are sourced 
locally which has various benefits including reducing transportation costs and 
carbon emissions, as the trucks don’t have to travel very far to provide these items. 
On top of  that, Aramark supports local businesses.
While Aramark’s efforts are essential, the role of  students counts, too. How 

many times have we loaded up a plate of  food in Daly’s only to dump part, or all, 
of  it into the garbage?  The removal of  trays from the dining facilities in 2008 
helped reduce the amount of  post-consumer food waste, but there is still a good 
amount of  food being wasted.
The next time you’re in Daly’s, consider the ways our school has successfully 

reduced our emission levels and think about the importance of  shopping locally to 
support our area’s sustainable agriculture. Utilizing Trenton Farmers Market just 
a few minutes down the road is a great way to do your part. To learn more about 
food and organics and how you can make an impact, join the Rider Lawrenceville 
Eco Reps in Daly’s on Thursday, Feb. 23, from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. for our 
“Weigh the Waste” event. Come see for yourself  how much food is wasted in just 
one hour.

—Melissa Willhouse
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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Getting tested for HIV
CONT’D FROM PAGE 8

EDITOR’S CORNER

Get the job: Tips for landing pre-grad work

Opinion

because it will allow you to look after both your own sexual health and your 
partner’s. There’s no harm in getting tested, and the earlier you do it, the better. 
I find the issue of  HIV awareness especially important as an openly gay man, 

since the LGBT community faces a higher risk of  HIV. According to the CDC, in 
the U.S., gay and bisexual men account for 82 percent of  HIV diagnoses among 
males, and 67 percent of  all diagnoses. Additionally, more than half  of  young gay 
or bisexual men who are HIV-positive are unaware of  their status.
The fact that several people who are HIV positive don’t know it serves as a 

reason to get tested, even if  you know you’re not at a high risk. As paranoid as I am 
about safety and responsibility, I still value the importance of  testing because I have 
nothing to lose by getting tested and knowing the result is negative. But let’s say 
the result turned out positive — it’s incredibly important to know in order to start 
treatment as soon as possible. As Valentine’s Day passes, keep in mind that through 
a simple blood test or saliva sample, you can be more confident in your health, your 
relationships, and most importantly, your future. HIV is preventable, and we can all 
take steps to reduce or eliminate our risk. 

—Gianluca D’Elia
Junior journalism major

A
S many of  us enjoyed our snow day on Feb. 9, I 
got the phone call I had been waiting for. I ran 
down the hallway from my bedroom and yelled 
to my mom, “I got the job!”

I sent out numerous applications, waited for 
months and, finally, I was offered a position. Now that 
I have successfully navigated through getting a job 
post-grad, I would like to share some tips so that other 
seniors can be successful, too.

Networking
It is important to reach out to professionals in the 

field and communicate your interests to them. I had 
an internship and spoke with my manager to get 
an inside view of  what positions were open within 
the company. If  you didn’t have this luxury, find a 
company that interests you and see if  you can sit 
down for an informational interview with someone in 
a position you would like to have. Ask them questions 
about the position and see if  you would like working 
there. Once you’re done the interview, send a thank 
you letter, connect on LinkedIn and make sure you 

continue the conversation. You never know if  they 
might send you a few job descriptions. 

Be Persistent
Many times, it can be disheartening when an 

employer doesn’t get back to you, but it never hurts to 
reach out to them. If  you haven’t heard back, pick up 
the phone and ask if  the position is still available and 
show them you’re still interested. Showing persistence 
and being proactive helps employers move your 
résumé to the top of  the pile. I had to ask a few times 
about the positions that I was interviewing for and get 
some help along the way, but it paid off  in the end.

Build a top-notch résumé
The manager from my internship sent my résumé 

around to many people she knew within the company. 
This allowed me to get exposure to different teams 
and have many eyes on my experience. But without a 
good résumé, this wouldn’t have been possible. Rider’s 
career services is willing to help anyone in need of  
grooming their résumé. It has booklets with résumé, 

cover letter, and thank you letter examples that can 
guide you to the right track. Career services can also 
prep you for an interview by holding a mock interview 
with you. If  anyone needs career prep, they can go to 
rider.edu/careerservices.

Start Early
I started looking for a job in the fall of  2016 and it 

took me until February to get an offer. If  you haven’t 
already started looking, I would suggest starting now 
because commencement is right around the corner. If  
you’re a junior or are an underclassman, internships 
are the best way to go. I can honestly say that without 
my internships I wouldn’t have gained the experience 
necessary to obtain the position that I have now. 
Getting a job before graduation may seem daunting 

but it’s a challenge worth fighting for. Through some 
hard work and determination, a position can be on 
your horizon in no time.

—Alexis Schulz
Senior journalism major

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu
or President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Fire Pit reveal coming soon!

Elections application now available
on Bronc Nation - check your email

SGA has a Radio Show! First show 
Friday, Feb. 17th, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.

Link available here:
https://broncnation.rider.edu/form/-

step/1?Guid=ea53e55a-0410-41a4-9400-45fa8a8f4bba
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Offensive-minded Broncs move into 1st
By Carlos Toro

F
OR only the second time in program 
history, the women’s basketball has 
won 20 games, moving a half  game 
in front of  Quinnipiac for first 

place in the MAAC. 
Wins over Iona, Canisius and 

Marist, respectively, extended Rider’s 
winning streak to seven.
Rider Head Coach Lynn Milligan 

said the team’s offense made the differ-
ence against Canisius.
“We had some really good shoot-

ers,” Milligan said. “I think [freshman 
guard] Safie Tolusso played well. Stella 
[Johnson] stepped up, and Kamila 
[Hoskova] stepped up as well. I thought 
Julia [Duggan] did well and helped us 
extend that lead against Canisius by 
making some free throws. When you’re 
playing against a great three-point 
shooting team, you have to be able to 
make those free throws.”
Before the win against Canisius, 

Rider took care of  business in its road 
game against Iona in a contest that saw 
the Broncs hold the Gaels to only 36 
points.
While the first half  didn’t see a 

whole lot of  action in terms of  offense, 
Rider had a 24-13 lead at halftime. 
Iona could not muster much more 
offense in the second half, as Rider 
cruised to a 52-36 win.
Against the Golden Griffins, Rider’s 

defense held Canisius to just two field 
goals and caused four turnovers in the 
first quarter.
After scoring just seven points in the 

first quarter, Canisius went on a short 
9-2 scoring run to kick off  the second 
quarter, giving the Golden Griffins 
their first lead of  the game. Rider 

missed its first four field goals of  the 
second quarter.
The Broncs sunk their first shot of  

the second quarter, a Tolusso three-
pointer with less than a minute remain-
ing, to pull within one heading into the 
half.
Coming off  the break, Duggan 

retook the lead for the Broncs with 
a layup. Canisius then scored four 
straight points, but Broncs junior guard 
Hoskova hit a deep three-point shot to 
tie the game at 24-24. For the remain-
der of  the third quarter, both teams 
traded leads. Hoskova and Tolusso 
each shot another three-pointer to 
help Rider keep up with Canisius, as 
the Broncs went into the final quarter 
behind 34-32. 
Tolusso made an open three-pointer 

to give Rider a 37-36 lead early in the 
fourth, sending the crowd at Alumni 
Gym into an ear-shattering cheer. The 
Broncs then slowly extended that lead 
thanks to a couple of  field goals from 
Johnson. After the lead reached double-
digits, Rider was fouled on nearly 
every offensive possession, closing out 
the game on the free throw line with a 
61-50 win.
Hoskova, who led the Broncs with 

18 points, said one of  the reasons this 
team has done so well this season is that 
the talent level is overwhelming.
“We just have so much energy and 

everyone can score so no one knows 
who to guard,” Hoskova said.
After playing three conference 

games in five days, the Broncs will get 
to rest for a week before their next 
game, a home game against Monmouth 
on Feb. 21. Rider barely edged out 
Monmouth in its first meeting on 

Feb. 2, beating the Hawks 71-69 on 
Monmouth’s own home court. Milligan 
said there is no concern over player 
fatigue from these three games.
“Nobody’s tired in February,” 

Milligan said. “Obviously, we’re trying 
our best to manage our players, but 
everybody plays minutes in February. 
The quick turnarounds sometimes are 
actually better. It’s a shorter prep time 
and the second time you’re facing an 
opponent, so it’s not a totally fresh 
scout. These games are big and nobody 
here wants to rest or sit on the bench.” 
On Feb. 14, the Broncs hosted 

Marist, a team that has historically 
been among the elite in the conference. 
Rider got off  to a slow start in the 

first half, as the Red Foxes jumped out 
to a 5-0 lead. It took Rider nearly four 
minutes to get on the board, when 
Hoskova hit a 15-foot jumper.

Hoskova added seven more points in 
the first quarter, as Rider came back to 
lead 13-10 after one.
The lead was extended to 29-22 at 

the halftime buzzer. 
In the third, the Broncs’ offense 

came alive and pulled them away. They 
opened the quarter on an 18-6 run, 
thanks in large part to 11 points by 
Hoskova during that run.
When the horn sounded to end 

the first 30 minutes of  play, Rider was 
enjoying a 20-point lead and was well 
on its way to yet another win. 
Marist never made a serious run in 

the second half, and Rider hung on for 
its 20th win of  the season, 65-46. 

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Men lex ofensive muscle in win over Quinnipiac
By Carlos Toro

A
FTER the men’s basketball team’s close loss to 
Monmouth, the Broncs rebounded with a home 
win for the record books against Quinnipiac.
Rider (14-13, 7-9 MAAC) defeated 

Quinnipiac 112-107 on Feb. 11 in the highest scoring 
game the Broncs have been a part of  in more than 60 
years. 
Rider Head Coach Kevin Baggett, expressing in 

the postgame press conference his disbelief  at the 
absurdly high number of  points scored, said this was a 
solid win for his group, that is now making a run at a 
first-round bye in the MAAC Tournament.
“[This team] has resiliency,” Baggett said. “This 

is what we were at the beginning of  the year and we 
were having success. I thought we have been prac-
ticing better. I think we’re in the right mind frame. 
Sometimes when you’re in a lull and things don’t go 
your way, you make them go your way. We got seniors 
who have been through this and I thought they did a 
good job.”
The Broncs were the first to get on the board 

against Quinnipiac (10-16, 7-9 MAAC) thanks to a 
layup from sophomore guard Kealen Washington-
Ives. After the Bobcats tied it up on their following 
possession, Rider quickly jumped to a nine-point lead 
thanks to a couple of  three-point shots made by senior 
forward Kahlil Thomas. 
After Rider spent most of  the last 10 minutes 

of  the first half  with at least an eight-point lead, 
Quinnipiac’s junior forward Chaise Daniels and fresh-
man guard Peter Kiss cut their team’s deficit to just 
five points at the half.
Coming out of  halftime, Quinnipiac went on an 

11-2 run to give itself  the lead for the first time in the 
game. After Kiss scored on a layup to give Quinnipiac 

a 63-62 lead with 13:02 remaining in the game, Rider 
scored 17 straight points, with senior guard Jimmie 
Taylor turning in a career night, scoring 37 points.
While the Bobcats cut into the Broncs lead at 

several points afterwards, they never retook the lead 
as both teams scored shot after shot, resulting in Rider 
scoring 112 points, tied for second-most in program 
history for a game that ended in regulation. The high-
est scored game was when Rider defeated Lincoln 
121-82 back in the 1954-55 season. Rider teams also 
scored 112 in regulation in 1995-96 (vs. LIU Brooklyn) 
and 1960-61 (vs. Montclair State).
Taylor said the team wanted to keep up with 

Quinnipiac’s offense heading into the game.
“There’s always some urgency,” Taylor said. 

“For us seniors, this is our last year and we want to 
end things on a good note. We wanted to start off  
aggressively.”
After the exciting shootout at Alumni Gym, the 

Broncs traveled to Fairfield (13-11, 8-7 MAAC) on 
Feb. 13.
After Fairfield led early in the game, the Broncs 

took a 10-0 scoring run that started and ended with 
senior forward Xavier Lundy scoring the ball. Rider 
had a 41-37 halftime lead while shooting 49 percent 
from the field. 
The Broncs offense suffered greatly in the second 

half, only making nine field goals. Despite this, Rider 
had a six-point lead late in the game thanks to two 
three-pointers from Lundy.
The Stags did mount a massive comeback to win 

the game. They ended the game on an 8-0 scoring 
run, but the last shot made came from junior guard 
Tyler Nelson with 1:12 remaining, giving Rider plenty 
of  chances to win, but it was unsuccessful in doing so.
After Rider committed a turnover with less than 

a minute remaining, the Broncs then got a defensive 
stop, creating another chance to win the game. 
Sophomore guard Kealen Washington-Ives man-

aged to pass the ball to Thomas into the paint, but he 
could not make his shot. Rider couldn’t make the shot 
to win the game.
Even though Rider had another great game shoot-

ing from beyond the perimeter, making 67 percent of  
those shots, it only made 35 percent of  its two-point 
field goals.
The Broncs have four more tries to improve their 

standing in the MAAC with the next games being a 
home game against Canisius on Feb. 17 and a road 
game against Iona on Feb. 19. Rider has already 
beaten Canisius earlier this season but fell to Iona at 
home on Feb. 3.

Senior guard Jimmie Taylor had a career day against Quinnipiac.

Junior Kamila Hoskova led Rider with 18 points in a 61-50 win over the Canisius Golden Griffins.
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Sports
COLUMN

2016-17 MAAC softball predictions

By Carlos Toro

T
HE Broncs introduced its rookie 
coach Jaclyn Timko last season 
and now they are ready to con-
tend for a conference tournament 

spot. Here are my predictions for the 
2017 MAAC softball season.

1. Marist (Last season, 45-13,  
    16-4 MAAC)
Key Player: Sophomore Claire  

    Oberdorf
Key Pitcher: Senior Jayne            

    Oberdorf
En route to winning the MAAC 

Championship last season, the Red 
Foxes were a team with the perfect mix 
of  offense and pitching, leading the 
MAAC in various categories. Claire 
Oberdorf ’s numbers as a freshman last 
season were exemplary, and her sister 
Jayne returns to a pitching staff  that 
ranked third in the MAAC last season 
in team ERA.

2. Monmouth (29-21, 13-7     
    MAAC)
Key Player: Senior Justene Reyes
Key Pitcher: Junior Amanda Riley
The Hawks were two outs 

away from winning the MAAC 
Championship in 2016. Justene Reyes 
had a career year last season, hitting 
for a .342 batting average, clobbering 
nine home runs and driving in 46 runs. 
As a second year starter, Amanda Riley 
pitched 11 complete games, won 11 

games, had a 2.78 ERA and is looking 
to make an even bigger impact in her 
third year.

3. Fairfield (27-23, 12-8 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior Tori Reed
Key Pitcher: Junior Destinee  
Pallotto
After winning 15 conference games 

in 2014 and 2015, the Stags’ confer-
ence win total last season dipped a 
bit, but they were still among the best 
in the MAAC. With the departure 
of  starting pitcher Lauren Falkanger, 
Pallotto is the lone returning pitcher 
with double-digit starts and Fairfield 
will be led by Reed, who is the Stags’ 
lone All-MAAC Preseason Team selec-
tion, behind the plate.

4. Manhattan (30-21, 14-6    
    MAAC)
Key Player: Junior Shannon Puthe
Key Pitcher: Junior Briana 
Matazinsky
The Jaspers will continue to surge 

after a second-place, regular-season 
finish in 2016 because they have 
several key players returning. Shannon 
Puthe led Manhattan in batting aver-
age, runs scored, doubles, triples and 
finished one stolen base short of  the 
single-season program record. Briana 
Matazinsky has been a mainstay for 
the Jaspers since her first year, being 
on the MAAC All-Rookie team in 
2015 and All-MAAC First Team in 
2016.  

5. Canisius (23-32, 13-7 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior Moriah Harris
Key Pitcher: Junior Erika Mackie
Moriah Harris made massive 

leaps from her freshman year to her 
sophomore year and is primed to be a 
power threat for this team, while Erika 
Mackie is the Golden Griffins’ main 
starter, who will look to add to her 25 
career games. It’ll be hard, but not 

impossible for this team to come back 
and be the conference’s top team.

6. Quinnipiac (28-29, 11-9    
    MAAC)
Key Player: Sophomore Taylor    

    Trojan
Key Pitcher: Junior Casey Herzog
From 18 wins in 2015 to 28 wins 

last season, it seems Quinnipiac’s stock 
will continue rising. While Taylor 
Trojan didn’t get as many at-bats as 
a freshman, she could provide a huge 
boost to this team with more playing 
time. She led the team in batting aver-
age and slugging percentage last year 
and Casey Herzog, as the only return-
ing upperclassman pitcher, will anchor 
this pitching staff.

7. Iona (13-33, 7-13 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior Kristen    

    Turner 
Key Pitcher: Junior Jessica    

    Harkness
Now that Kristen Turner is a senior, 

she’ll be leading this group after a 
disappointing year that had the Gaels’ 
conference win total decrease by five 
from 2015 to 2016. Jessica Harkness 
went from rarely used reliever to one 
of  the team’s starters and now will 
be among the top two starters of  this 
year’s Iona team.

8. Rider (8-42, 5-15 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior Toni Nino
Key Pitcher: Senior Megan    

    Ailand
In year two of  Timko’s head coach-

ing regime, the Broncs have a lot to 
prove, and this is a young, hungry 
team looking to make big improve-
ments in all facets of  the game. Rider 
lost several key players from last year’s 
team, but Toni Nino, who was second 
on the team last year in batting aver-
age, is now the team’s top offensive 
weapon, while Megan Ailand returns 

as its top pitcher.

9. Siena (25-22, 10-10 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior Paige Hess 
Key Pitcher: Junior Lauren Butts
After being tied for the best confer-

ence record in the 2013 season, Siena 
has not been able to recapture that 
same magic. Hess was named to the 
2016 All-MAAC Second Team after 
batting .325 with 28 RBI and five 
home runs with a .525 slugging per-
centage, and Butts, who won 11 games 
last year, will return as the team’s top 
starter.

10. Niagara (10-38, 8-12    
    MAAC)
Key Player: Senior Sarah March
Key Pitcher: Sophomore Sierra   

    Bertrand
Niagara doubled its conference 

win total from 2015 to 2016, but still 
finished in eighth place last season. 
Sarah March, who was among the top 
offensive players in the MAAC last 
year, is among several senior returning 
starters looking to make their marks 
on this team in their final year. The 
Purple Eagles do have Sierra Bertrand, 
who, in her freshman year, became the 
team’s top pitcher.

11. Saint Peter’s (1-42, 1-19  
    MAAC)
Key Player: Senior Samantha   

    Storms
Key Pitcher: Sophomore Tiffani  

    Lambert
It’s hard to imagine the Peacocks 

doing any worse than they did last 
year, but they will likely not be imme-
diate contenders in 2017. Samantha 
Storms, who batted .292 with 31 hits, 
10 runs scored, eight doubles and five 
homers, is the team’s top returning 
batter, and Tiffani Lambert gained a 
lot of  experience as a freshman, lead-
ing the team in innings pitched.

WRESTLING

11-1 start pushes Taylor to third all-time in NCAA wins
By Brandon Scalea

T
HE wrestling team had high hopes heading into 
Head Coach Gary Taylor’s final season. Rider 
has certainly lived up to those expectations thus 
far. 

With another pair of  home victories, the Broncs 
moved to 11-1 on the year, one of  their best starts in 
Taylor’s nearly 40 years at the helm. The win over 
Drexel gave Taylor 440 career wins, tying him with 
Minnesota’s J. Robinson for third-most in Division I 
wrestling history. 
Junior Chad Walsh said the experience under 

Taylor has been a meaningful one. 
“It’s pretty amazing that after 39 years, he’s still 

able to come out here every day and help us out and 
give us his two-cents on all the wrestling he’s seen over 
the years,” Walsh said. “He’s really shaped me into a 
better wrestler.”
On Feb. 10, Rider dominated long-time rival 

Hofstra from start to finish in Alumni Gym. Winning 
nine of  the 10 matches, the Broncs pulled away in 
the middleweight bouts and saw three straight pins 
by All-American juniors Walsh and B.J. Clagon, and 
sophomore Dean Sherry. The final score of  the dual 
meet was a resounding 40-4. 
Rider jumped out to an early 12-0 lead thanks 

to an overtime win at 125 by senior Brenden Calas. 
Sophomore Anthony Cefolo kept the success going 

with a convincing 7-1 victory over the Pride’s Vinny 
Vespa. At 141, freshman Evan Fidelibus, who is 
nationally-ranked for wins by fall, won by forfeit. 
The streak of  pins soon followed Rider’s lone loss. 

At 157, Clagon won by fall in 1:34, Walsh in under six 
minutes at 165 and Sherry in under 4 minutes at 174. 
At that point, it was a 30-4 Broncs lead. Nationally 
ranked senior Ryan Wolfe also earned a significant 
win at 197 to wrap up the evening. 
The following night, Rider won again, but this 

one proved to be much more hard-fought. Local rival 
Drexel battled, but the Broncs were ultimately too 
much to handle, winning a tight, 18-16 contest. 
Rider won a total of  five bouts, with three of  them 

earning bonus points for the team. After freshman J.R. 
Wert got things going on the right foot for Rider with 
a win at 125, the Dragons stole the next three bouts 
over Cefelo, Fidelibus and Rodgers, respectively. 
Nationally-ranked Clagon then got the momen-

tum back into Rider’s favor, winning his match 14-5, 
to pull the overall score to 10-7, with Drexel on top. 
Walsh then improved to 24-5 on the year with another 
victory at 165 and put the Broncs back ahead. 
The late success for the Broncs set up a scenario 

for junior heavyweight Mauro Correnti where all he 
had to do was not get pinned in the final match, as 
Rider led 18-13. He lost the match, 4-1, to the No. 16 
wrestler in the country, but Correnti did all he had to 
do to hang on to a Rider win. 
On Feb. 16, Rider has a big test against cross-town 

rival Princeton in Alumni Gym. The match against 
the nationally-ranked Tigers will be at 7 p.m. 
Walsh said this is the time of  year when the Broncs 

start to look at the bigger picture.
“We’re happy with the 11-1 record,” he said. “But 

at the end of  the day, our goal is to win another con-
ference title. This is the time of  year where we start 
to really focus on what we need to do to have solid 
individual performances and get some national titles. 
And if  we win the Eastern Wrestling League again, 
that will sort of  solidify that we had a good year.” 

Sophomore Dean Sherry picked up two recent victories at 174.
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Inside today:  
Wrestling improves 
to 11-1.  
Page 11Sports

By Brandon Scalea

T
HE men’s swimming and diving 
team continued dominating its 
conference, winning its sixth-
straight MAAC Championship 

since 2012.
In the four-day conference tourna-

ment held at Erie Community College 
from Feb. 8-11, the Rider men steam-
rolled to the title, earning 840.5 total 
points while breaking two MAAC 
records on the final day. There was a 
significant disparity between the Broncs 
and second-place Marist, which fin-
ished with 635 points. 
On the women’s side, Rider finished 

in second place for the 15th time in 19 
years, with a total of  616 points. Marist 
took the crown, totaling 810 points. 
Freshman diver Meg Tomayko said 

her first collegiate season was a memo-
rable one, especially after watching the 
men’s team rack up championships 
before she even came to Rider.
“I’m glad I’ve been able to experi-

ence the success first-hand this season,” 
she said. “It has been an unforget-
table year and I can’t wait for the next 
three.”
For the second time in his three-

year career, junior Zack Molloy earned 
Most Outstanding Swimmer of  the 
Meet honors, thanks in large part to his 
role in shattering two records. On Feb. 
14, he was also handed the prestigious 
honor of  National Male Swimmer of  
the Week by collegesmimming.com, the 
second time he’s earned this feat. 
In the 100-free, he eased his way to a 

time of  43.47, taking gold and putting 
his name in the history books. At the 
2016 MAAC Championships, Molloy 
also broke the conference record in the 
200-free with a time of  1:36.47. 

Molloy was also part of  this year’s 
400-relay quartet that finished in first 
and broke the conference mark. 
The other three members of  the 

relay team were sophomore Vincent 
Gibbons and seniors William Molloy 
and Matthan Martir. The team’s time 
of  2:59.18 was four seconds faster than 
Marist. The same four Rider athletes 
took gold in this event last year. 
In the final meet of  the season, 

freshman Justin Carey continued to 
have an impressive run and was one 
of  two Rider athletes to earn Rookie 
of  the Meet honors. Freshman Natalie 
Carter earned this award for the 
women after a victory in the 200-back. 
Tomayko was named Freshman 

Diver of  the Meet.
“The award shows that the hard 

work and rough times this season have 
paid off,” Tomayko said. “Getting this 
honor means that I’m going to have to 
strive for bigger dives and higher scores 
on them for next season.”
Carey took first place in the 200-

back with a time of  1:48.60, with 
sophomore Luke Musselman at his 
heels for a close second (1:49.92). The 
duo earned the Broncs 17 points. 
“It’s been pretty great,” Musselman 

said. “Winning has become a tradition 
here at Rider and I couldn’t be happier 
to contribute to the success. My goals 
moving forward are just to continue our 
dominance in dual meets and keep our 
streak alive. We want to win another 
title next year.”
Another Rider rookie made signifi-

cant contributions, with freshman Cole 
May finishing first in the 200-fly. Senior 
Sam Cramer won the 1650-free for the 
second consecutive season (15:27.72). 
Also for the men, Gibbons finished 

second in the 100-free right behind 
Zack Molloy, with a time of  45.06. The 
Broncs had two other swimmers in the 
top four of  that event.
In the 1650-free, senior Michael 

Regan finished seventh. 
For the women, freshman Casey 

Wrabley came in first place in the 
200-fly with a time of  2:07.88, earning 
Rider 20 points. Junior Hannah Bayer 
finished top-eight in the same race, 
earning the Broncs another 11 points. 
In the women’s 100-free, senior 

Ariana Palmer finished third (52.49). 
In the 200-breaststroke, the Broncs had 
two top-three finishes: juniors Julianna 
Runk and Tara Maniace, respectively. 
The women’s 400-relay team finished 
third overall (3:32.63). The team was 
made up of  Palmer, Wrabley, Carter 
and freshman Olivia Iswalt. 
Tomayko said it’s only a matter of  

time before the women get over the 
second-place hump and earn a title of  
their own.

“Every year, we’ve been getting 
closer and closer to first place,” she 
said. “To achieve this, we’ve just been 
working together and becoming more 
of  a family.”
At the men’s tournament, Bryant, 

Canisius and Iona, respectively, were 
tightly bunched to round out the top 
five. The Golden Griffins, the Gaels 
and the Niagara Purple Eagles followed 
second-place Rider on the women’s 
side. 
On March 3-5, Rider will compete 

in the ECAC Championships hosted by 
the United States Naval Academy. 
Musselman said the team’s closeness 

is what makes it special.
“Our team spirit makes us differ-

ent,” he said. “We are always behind 
each other and we support each other 
during every race. That connection 
makes us a family.” 
 
 

Junior Zack Molloy was key in Rider’s sixth consecutive conference title. He broke a MAAC record for the second time in his career, winning the 100-free with a time of 43.47. He also competed in the 400-relay.

The men’s swimming and diving team celebrates its sixth straight MAAC title dating back to 2012.
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6 for 6: Men win MAACs again
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