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One-campus model fuels tension, debate
 By Brandon Scalea

A
S Rider’s search for funds leads to the potential 
sale of  the Princeton campus, students
and faculty have begun to push back.
A multi-faceted plan to stabilize the pro-

jected $13.1 million deficit and provide future growth 
for Rider could include moving students and faculty of  
Westminster Choir College to the larger Lawrenceville 
campus and selling the 85-year-old Princeton prop-
erty. Although a final decision has not yet been made, 
University President Gregory Dell’Omo said in a Dec. 
1 presentation that he hoped one would be reached at 
some point in February.
In a Jan. 27 interview, Dell’Omo said the university 

is looking at various options to determine what would 
save the most money. In this study, Dell’Omo and his 
strategic planning committee are projecting what kind 
of  changes would need to happen in Lawrenceville 
to facilitate the potential move. Components of  
Westminster Choir College such as rehearsal areas, 
academic buildings and residence halls would have to 
be built in Lawrenceville, Dell’Omo said.
“Another aspect we’ve been looking at is how to 

create a community within a community,” he said. 
“One of  the things we know from the Princeton 
experience is how they study, perform and go through 
their educational experience — it’s a very close-knit 
operation. So how do we create that sense of  cohesive-
ness on this campus? That’s one of  the main things 
we’re looking at.”

At the same time, Dell’Omo said, the university is 
looking to develop Westminster College of  the Arts, 
encompassing the choir college and Rider’s vibrant 
musical theater, dance and art programs. The goal 
would be to emphasize the strong liberal arts expe-
rience to recruit prospective students and increase 
enrollment — another vital aspect to bring the univer-
sity out of  its financial hole.
Jeffrey Halpern, chief  negotiator for Rider’s 

chapter of  the American Association of  University 
Professors (AAUP), said the administration has looked 
into a one-campus model three times previously; 
each time, it decided there would not be a significant 
enough net in profit. He also thinks the costs of  rep-
licating the facilities on that campus would outweigh 
any money saved.
“The Westminster program is the best program 

we have at Rider,” Halpern said in a Jan. 31 inter-
view. “Our institution has a number of  good pro-
grams, but you can only name one that has reached 
the highest level of  international recognition. That’s 
Westminster.”
Dell’Omo said it’s all part of  an academic prioriti-

zation process determining what gives the university 
its greatest chance for recognition, as well as appealing 
to more college applicants. 
“There’s really going to be two areas that we put 

more emphasis on moving forward, and that’s the arts 
and the science side,” Dell’Omo said. “The areas that 
we haven’t been so aggressive in growing over the last 

15-20 years are science, engineering and computer 
technology. Those are areas I’d like to see us make 
more investments in.”
The resources gained from the potential sale of  the 

Princeton campus would not only be used to bring 
Westminster students to Lawrenceville, but also to 
enhance residence halls and provide more scholarship 
money, Dell’Omo said.
There are three things the university is working on 

as part of  its strategic plan: keeping Rider’s costs more 
in line with its revenue, making infrastructure changes 
to make the campus more visually appealing and mak-
ing Rider more affordable.
Dell’Omo emphasized that the management of  

two campuses, 7 miles apart, is an extra expense that 
undermines the first of  those three goals.
The administration and the AAUP have tried to 

devise a plan to save money, but are still not on the 
same page. Union leader Halpern sent an email to 
faculty on Jan. 30 describing the most recent standstill. 
He said the AAUP’s Jan. 5 proposal, featuring cuts to 
faculty pensions and slashed funds for faculty develop-
ment, would save the university $11 million by 2019. 
The union email told members the administration 
rejected this offer.
 “These projections by the administration are not 

facts,” Halpern said. “When somebody gives me pro-
jections that turn out consis-
tently wrong, when I look at 
the projected budgets, they 

Rider unites for women’s rights: A group of Rider students traveled to Washington D.C. to participate in the Women’s March on Jan. 21 to advocate for equality. 
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Broncs march on Washington 
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MAN ACCUSED OF SEXUAL CONTACT ARRESTED AGAIN
By Shanna O’Mara

J
ON CANNON, THE MAN charged with 
criminal sexual contact at Rider 
following fondling incidents in the 
fall of 2015, was arrested at The 

College of New Jersey (TCNJ) on Dec. 
31, according to David Muha, associ-
ate vice president for communications, 
marketing and brand management at 
TCNJ.
TCNJ campus police charged 

Cannon, 25, with criminal sexual 
contact, burglary and trespassing after 
he allegedly entered the Cromwell 
Hall dormitory and touched a female 
student on Oct. 19.
“The college thanks the members 

of our police department who worked 
on this case,” Muha said. “They were 
meticulous in their review of evidence 
and worked closely with local law 
enforcement agencies to bring the 
charges that led to his arrest.”
Last fall, Cannon was arrested at 

Rider following similar events. He was 
charged in Oct. 2015 for trespass-
ing into the West Village Apartments, 
touching two women.
At 3:15 a.m. on Sept. 11, Cannon 

allegedly entered an unlocked apart-
ment in West Village B and touched a 
sleeping woman’s shoulder. The victim 
woke up, screamed and Cannon ran. 
During the early morning hours of Sept. 
27, Cannon allegedly entered another 

unlocked room in West Village B and 
touched a sleeping woman’s breast. 
He also allegedly entered the Delta Phi 
Epsilon house but fled when police 
arrived.
Cannon was arraigned on Oct. 

6 in Lawrence Township Municipal 
Court.  His original bail of $130,000 
was reduced to $25,000 by the time 
he posted on Oct. 13, according to 
Casey DeBlasio, spokeswoman from the 
Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office. 
He was admitted into Mercer 

County’s Pretrial Intervention Program 
for three years of supervision and 
submitted a sample of his DNA to 
investigators. It was then entered into 
a national database, and his identity 
matched evidence collected from 
an incident in a sorority house at the 
University of Wyoming. 
That incident occurred in May 2016 

when Cannon allegedly broke into 
the house through an open window. 

According to the King of Wyoming 
Broadcasting, a Wyoming radio station, 
a female student reported that the man 
masturbated in her room while she 
slept. 
The University of Wyoming has 

increased safety measures since 
the incident, according to its school 
newspaper, The Branding Iron. Rider 
has taken similar steps to ensure the 
comfort and safety of students. 
“We are aware of the recent arrest 

of Jon Cannon, and are grateful for the 
good work of law enforcement officials 
who investigated these incidents at 
other college campuses,” said Kristine 
Brown, university spokeswoman. “At 
Rider, the safety and security of our 
community is always paramount, and 
we want to remind everyone if you 
should ever see something unusual 
or concerning, call Public Safety 
immediately.”
According to Muha, “[TCNJ] Campus 

Police Services added patrols with an 
emphasis on the residence halls.”
Students were also asked to follow 

precautionary procedures including 
locking room doors before going to bed 
and after leaving their rooms, refrain-
ing from propping open residence hall 
doors and remove props when they see 
them, and refusing to allow strangers 
to “tailgate” into residence halls on their 
swipe access cards.
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Poster: Missing
 The frame wasn’t important. On Jan. 

22 at 12:45 a.m., Public Safety observed 
damage to a frame that hung on the 
wall in West Village B. A poster, which 
depicted a warning about the dangers 
of alcohol poisoning and usually hung 
inside the frame, was missing and 
could not be located. Officers checked 
the area for further damage and filed 
a report. Public Safety encourages the 

person who took the poster to return it.

Single sleeping female
Overly concerned friends are the best 

friends. On Jan. 28 at 2:21 a.m., Public 
Safety was dispatched to Hill Hall on the 
report of an unconscious female. Upon 
arrival, officers met with a male stu-
dent who directed them to the female 
student. The male student stated that he 
was able to get the female to respond 
which prompted officers to attempt 
to wake her up. After waking her up, 
the female student seemed alert and 
responsive and claimed that she’d had a 
long day and wanted to get some sleep. 
Officers stated she mentioned having 
some alcohol earlier in the day but she 
was of legal age and did not appear 
intoxicated. 

— Information provided by Director of 
Public Safety Vickie Weaver

SECURITY BRIEFS
BY LAUREN LAVELLE

By Gianluca D’Elia 

A
N international survey on the world’s most 
sustainable and environmentally friendly 
universities ranked Rider as 224th out of  516 
universities from 75 countries. 

The Universitas Indonesia (UI) GreenMetric World 
University Ranking measures campus sustainability 
efforts around the world. This was the first time that 
Rider has participated in an international sustainabil-
ity survey. On a national level, the university has been 
recognized as one of  the 361 most environmentally 
responsible colleges in the U.S. by The Princeton Review 
for seven years in a row.
“Although this survey was about our global rank-

ing, it’s important to make sure we are doing what we 
can to lessen our [environmental] impact on the local 
level,” said Sustainability Manager Melissa Greenberg. 
“Students can get involved right here at Rider by 
joining the volunteer Green Team, applying to be a 
student Eco Rep or minoring in sustainability studies.”
“This ranking affirms not only the great strides that 

Rider University has made in becoming more sustain-
able, but also highlights the ongoing opportunities 
for students at Rider to make a difference on campus 
and off,” said Daniel Druckenbrod, director of  the 

sustainability studies program. “Rider’s sustainability 
studies minor complements any major and sets our 
students apart with unique perspectives and skills that 
are valuable across a range of  careers including those 
in business, the arts and science.”
The theme of  the 2016 survey was “from policy 

into action,” according to UI. The survey studied uni-
versities’ efforts to improve campus sustainability. 
The categories on which schools were judged 

included infrastructure, energy and climate change, 
waste management, water usage, transportation and 
sustainability education. Out of  a possible 10,000 
points, Rider scored 4,604. 
Individually, Rider’s ranking for energy and climate 

change was 34. The criteria for this category were 
energy-efficient appliances usage, total electricity 
usage, green buildings, renewable energy usage, green-
house gas emission reduction and the ratio of  the cam-
pus population to the school’s total carbon footprint. 
Rider just initiated a United States Green Building 

Council (USGBC) Student Club last fall. Additionally, 
80 percent of  the school’s cleaning products are Green 
Seal-certified. And in Fall 2014, Rider finished con-
struction of  a Trigeneration plant that provides over a 
megawatt of  power in addition to hot and cold water.

Rider claims spot among top eco-friendly schools

Rider was ranked the 224th most sustainable and environmentally 
friendly university out of 516 universities from 75 countries. 
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By Rob Leitner 

A 
TEAM of  students from the 107.7 The Bronc staff  
traveled to the Philadelphia Auto Show on Jan. 
29 to broadcast live from noon to 4 p.m. 
 The Bronc was the first college radio station 

to broadcast at the auto show, the fifth largest show in 
the nation on social media.  
The show took about a year of  planning which 

resulted in over 700 vehicles parked on the 700,000 
square foot display floor in the Pennsylvania 
Convention Center. The auto show staff  contributed 
more than 30,000 on site labor hours setting up and 
removing displays for the event. 
Andrew Zayicek, a junior digital media major, has 

worked with The Bronc since his freshman year, and 
helped set up The Bronc’s stage at the auto show and 
conducted interviews.  
“When I walked into the event I was amazed by the 

size of  the venue and the amount of  cars it held,”said 
Zayicek. “Seeing that gave me a perspective about the 

thousands of  people I was going to be broadcasting in 
front of. During this experience, I had the opportunity 
to interview vendors, directors of  the auto show and 
even the first girl to earn a win and pitch a shutout in 
the Little League World Series, Mo’ne Davis.”
The auto show opportunity aligns with Rider’s 

learner-centered mission to provide students with 
a real-life experience that builds on the knowledge 
students have acquired through classes, according to  
General Manager of  107.7 The Bronc John Mozes.  
“Broadcasting live from a prestigious event, like the 

2017 Philly Auto Show, provides our students with an 
incredible engaged learning experience that will make 
their résumé pop and stand out from the crowd when 
looking for employment opportunities post-Rider,” 
said Mozes.  
Meghan Korb, a senior public relations major, was 

in charge of  The Bronc’s social media posts from the 
event. Korb primarily used Facebook and Instagram 
to promote the broadcast.  

“It was a lot of  fun taking pictures of  everyone and 
trying to come up with innovative ways to get people 
interested in the event,” said Korb. “It’s important to 
be involved outside of  the class room in events like this 
because it’s an experience that can better yourself.” 
107.7 The Bronc received the Best College Radio 

Station in N.J. for 2016. The Bronc was the first 
ever college radio station to broadcast from the 
Philadelphia Auto Show, the first college radio station 
to broadcast from the Philadelphia Flower Show and 
the only college radio show to broadcast from both.  
Mozes said,“Excited is an understatement.With 

so many successful and award-winning college 
radio stations in New Jersey as well as the N.Y. and 
Philadelphia metro areas it is an incredible honor to 
be selected by the Philly Auto Show to broadcast live 
from an event that attracts over 250,000 attendees 
annually.”

The Bronc revved and tuned in at Philly auto show
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Jon Cannon was arrested at TCNJ following 
similar incidents at Rider.
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News

are inflated based on the information we have. It just doesn’t jive.”
The one-campus plan has naturally been met with strong opposition from 

Westminster students, faculty and alumni, with many of  them making the argument 
that the move would damage the school’s reputation. Opponents of  the merger see 
Rider and Westminster as two separate entities.
Constance Fee, ’71, president of  Westminster’s Alumni Association, requested 

historic landmark status for the campus on Jan. 5. She is a leader of  the Coalition to 
Save Westminster Choir College, whose Facebook page has over 1,800 likes.
Fee said her experience at Westminster was “life-changing,” leading her to a success-

ful career as an opera singer. Her mother also graduated from the college in 1946. She 
said moving the college into a larger setting would likely damage the school’s reputation.
“We are not just a property worth several million dollars,” she said. “It is not 

worth sacrificing a historic treasure to save money. If  you take a tree out by its roots, 
what is the probability that the tree will thrive?”

The buildings on the Princeton campus are designed for what Westminster does 
and can’t be mimicked elsewhere, Fee said. She predicted that Westminster’s enroll-
ment would go down if  the campus was sold, and this could present a problem, 
especially since having under 300 students would prevent them from having a sym-
phonic choir. Over the years, the choir has performed many times with the principal 
orchestras of  New York, Philadelphia and Boston, among others.
On Jan. 31, members of  the Westminster community held a 24-hour singing 

marathon at Nassau Presbyterian Church in Princeton. The event was the coali-
tion’s latest effort to gain support.
Dell’Omo said he acknowledges the people who disagree with the plan, but said 

they need to focus on Rider University as a whole.
“It is not an option for the university to keep things as they are today,” he said. 

“To think that we could walk away today after going through the exercise and decid-
ing the status quo remains — that is not an option.”

Students raise opposition to proposed campus structure

By Lauren Lavelle

T
WO Rider students were given the 
opportunity to speak with former 
First Lady Michelle Obama on 
Jan. 13 after being invited to the 

White House as a part of  the Healthy 
Campus Challenge.
With over 350 colleges participat-

ing this year, the Healthy Campus 
Challenge aims to inform students 
about the Affordable Care Act, a suc-
cessful piece of  legislation that encour-
ages affordable healthcare and the 
promotion of  healthcare in general. 
“On a student level, I hope that we 

helped the student body become more 
aware of  their healthcare options,” 
said senior digital media major Evan 
Giguere and Healthy Campus partici-
pant. “If  at least one person got cov-
ered because of  our campaigning, I call 
that a success. On an institutional level, 
I think we showed that Rider is a com-
munity that thrives on collaboration. 
And it always helps to get the word out 
that Rider students do great things.”
In order to be a part of  the Healthy 

Campus Challenge, students must keep 
track of  enrollment statistics by hold-
ing events, sending emails to students 
and faculty, and using social media to 
inform others of  the benefits of  afford-
able healthcare. 
In Rider’s case, with the help of  the 

TV studio, students made short videos 
promoting the positives of  healthcare 
to be sent in for the challenge. 
“Rider has a health science institute 

advisory board where all the programs 
that have anything to do with health-
care get together to talk about different 
initiatives,” said Boris Vilic, dean of  
the college of  continuing studies. “At 
one of  those meetings, I mentioned 
the challenge and Ann Carroll, the 
chairperson of  the College of  Business 
Administration, said she would have 
her students from her healthcare 
administration class work on it. I also 
talked to Scott Alboum at the TV stu-
dio to see if  we could do this.”
“Everyone in our class either par-

ticipated in a video, made a Facebook 
page or participated in some other 
form of  social media post in order to 
promote the message of  this challenge,” 
added Kelsey Johnson, junior health-
care management major and Healthy 
Campus participant. “A group of  class-
mates and I ended up completing two 
short videos for the challenge. I had the 
pleasure of  working with many of  the 
TV and film majors who took the time 
to edit the video clips my classmates 
and I had worked on.”
After working to prove Rider is 

committed to spreading awareness 
of  healthcare options, the students 
involved received a certificate signed by 
former President Barack Obama and 
were entered into a lottery for an invita-
tion to Healthy Campus Day at the 
White House. 
“The White House is absolutely 

beautiful,” said Giguere. “Once we 
passed through security checkpoints, 

we were treated to some words by 
various White House staffers, includ-
ing Valerie Jarrett, Senior Advisor to 
Obama. Afterwards, we were led to 
the east wing of  the White House, 
where former First Lady Michelle 
Obama greeted us and spoke of  the 
importance of  continuing the fight for 
affordable healthcare after the Obama 
administration.”
Johnson also enjoyed the experi-

ence and the impact it had on college 
students as a whole.
“Many people find health insur-

ance and health policy a scary topic, 
especially young college students,” said 
Johnson. “This challenge was really 
geared towards students my age to 
understand the legislation a little more 
and to have less fear about gaining 

health insurance. This challenge was 
not only for the benefit of  students at 
Rider, but the benefit of  every college 
campus in the country.”
With a hopeful future in govern-

ment, Johnson regards the project as 
life-changing and cannot wait to see 
what the health care industry has in 
store for the future.
“My experience at the White House 

will never be forgotten,” said Johnson. 
“I was pleased to have the opportunity 
to accept an award with Dean Vilic and 
Evan on the behalf  of  Rider for com-
pleting the challenge, as well as have 
the opportunity to meet the former 
First Lady, Michelle Obama. Being that 
I would like to work in the government 
sector in the future, this experience was 
extremely fulfilling for me.” 

White House recognizes Rider’s healthcare initiative

CONT’D FROM P. 1

By Shanna O’Mara

A
LTHOUGH presidential responsibilities may be new 
to Trump, another face in politics has been tack-
ling homeland security issues for over a decade. 
Avril Haines, who spoke in the Cavalla Room 

on Jan. 30 as part of  the Rebovich Institute event, has 
served under former President Barack Obama as the 
Principal Deputy National Security Advisor as well as 
the Deputy Director of  the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA).  
On Jan. 27, President Donald Trump suspended 

the settlement within American borders of  immigrants 
from Iraq, Iran, Syria, Yemen, Sudan, Libya and 
Somalia for 90 days. He also suspended new refugee 
entrance for 120 days and admission of  Syrian refu-
gees indefinitely. 
Haines recognizes the importance of  accepting 

refugees during a time of  worldwide crisis. With over 65 
million displaced persons around the globe, the high-
est number since the end of  the second world war, it is 
crucial now more than ever for the U.S. to aide refugees, 
according to Haines.
“We just cannot isolate ourselves from international 

events or actors,” Haines said. “We need to under-
stand what is happening around the world and partner 
with other countries. If  we are to have any hope of  

effectively addressing, detecting and disrupting threats 
that emanate from abroad, we also need to establish 
long-term partnerships and mechanisms to prevent 
such threats from arising in the first place.”
Junior psychology major Starlett Hartley agreed 

with Haines’ notion that we must work with other 
nations for the benefit of  global security. 
“I think it’s necessary for us to protect other 

nations,” Hartley said. “Even though we are our own 
country, we have all these other nations in the world 
that we can’t ignore, especially if  they’re in trouble 
and need help.”
Haines also understands the fear of  terrorist attacks 

as voiced by many who support Trump’s recent ban.
“I don’t mean to suggest that all engagement is 

good or that you should not be rigorous in evaluat-
ing the trade-offs to be made when devoting precious 
resources to such activities,” Haines said. 
Recognizing the threat posed by “twisted, extrem-

ist ideology groups” such as the Islamic State of  Iraq 
and the Levant as well as Al Qaida, Haines aims to 
decrease their power with acts of  integration. 
“When we demonstrate that diversity in faith and 

backgrounds is a strength rather than a weakness, we 
expose the lie that such radicalism relies on,” she said. 
“When we welcome Muslims from other countries 

into the United States who want to live in our coun-
try and abide by our laws, when we remember that 
Muslim-Americans are part of  America, we demon-
strate that America cannot be at war with Islam.” 
Haines said we live in the “most prosperous and 

progressive era in human history” with immigrants 
often at the center of  such success.
“Refugees have enriched this country histori-

cally,” Haines said, highlighting Former Secretary of  
State Madeleine Albright who came to the U.S. from 
Czechoslovakia; Samantha Power, an Irish-American 
ambassador to the United Nations; and Steve Jobs, 
whose father was a Syrian migrant. “We are a country 
of  immigrants.”
While Haines points out that public trust in govern-

ment has been decreasing worldwide over the last 15 
years, she offered a remedy: get involved. She encour-
aged people to apply for jobs not just in the federal 
government but in any position that would benefit the 
community in which they live and which they love.
“You can give back through teaching, through 

exercising your voice in your community, by running 
for elected office, by working in city, state or federal 
government jobs and in doing so, just trying to do the 
best job you can for your fellow man,” she said.
 

National Security Advisor sounds off on refugee crisis 
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Evan Giguere, Kelsey Johnson and Boris Vilic visited the White House on Jan. 13 to speak with 
former First Lady Michelle Obama about affordable healthcare.
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1
Guest Speaker: Payton Head
6:45 to 8:30 p.m., Sweigart 115

6
Alumni Q&A:  
After We’ve Been Sent
7 to 8 p.m., Princeton campus,  
Room TBA 

8
Taboos in the Black Community  
(Part 1 of 4): Interracial Dating 
Panel
7 to 8:30 p.m., Sweigart 115

9
MLK Day of Service –  
Interactive Museum
6 to 7:30 p.m, Cavalla Room

13
Upon the Shoulders We Stand
7 p.m., Gill Chapel 

16
CONVERSATION CAFÉ: 
Honest Dialogue: An Open  
Talk on Diversity
11:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.,  
Princeton campus, Cullen 1

19
I Dream A World:  
The Words of Langston Hughes
7 to 8:30 p.m., Princeton campus,  
Bristol Chapel

19
Fros and Beaus: The Male  
Perspective on Natural Hair
7 p.m., Fireside Lounge, BLC

21
“I Have a Dream” Speech  
Contest 
6:30 to 9:30 p.m., Seminar Room, SRC

22
Taboos in the Black  
Community (Part 2 of 4): 
Being Gay, Black and a  
Man in America
7 to 8:30 p.m., Sweigart 115

26
Gospel Fest 
5:45 p.m., Cavalla Room, BLC
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By Megan Lupo

T
HE day after a cluster of  red caps embroi-
dered with the slogan “Make America 
Great Again” gathered for Donald 
Trump’s inauguration, a vast assemblage 

of  pink hats and empowering, feminist posters 
swarmed the National Mall for the Women’s 
March on Washington on Jan. 21. 
Beginning at the rally point at Independence 

Avenue and Third 
Street, southwest of  
the Capitol building, 
1.2 million demon-
strators marched to 
send the message 
about protecting 
human rights for the world to 
hear.
Joining the millions of  people at this historic 

march were 56 Rider students and faculty, but 
the road to the protest was no simple task. 
After hearing about the march a few days 

after the presidential election at the Gender 
and Sexuality Studies forum, Mary Morse, 
English professor and director of  the Gender 
and Sexuality Studies Program, knew that there 
wasn’t enough money in her budget to plan 
the trip, but she knew who to contact to make 
going to this march a reality: Vice President of  
Student Government Association John Modica. 
 “I asked him, ‘Would this be something 

that Student Government Association would 
consider funding?’” Morse said.
Morse and Modica first brought in Rider’s 

United Women and Voices for Planned 
Parenthood (VOX) to help sponsor the trip and 
then got the bus quote through Rider’s affilia-
tion with Stout’s Charter Company. 
 “I, as vice president, put in a funding 

request for the amount of  money for the bus, 
and, then, I had to go before the finance board 
to just make my case as to why I thought 
that this was important and why it should be 
funded,” Modica explained. “Luckily enough, 
the finance board gave us full funding for the 
bus.”
After Rider had approved, Modica took 

upon the rest of  the planning himself, which 

included securing the permit, determining the 
route, contacting the national organizers to 
register and creating publicity around campus 
to get students involved. 
 “It would not have happened without John,” 

Morse said. “I don’t take credit for this other 
than putting the wheels in motion and going 
to the provost, making her aware that we were 
going to have this bus.”
Morse explained that the journey to the 

march became a “university event” with the 
help of  faculty members. 
“The next thing I know, Provost DonnaJean 

Fredeen said, ‘Well, I’ll supply lunches for 
everyone on the bus,’ and Jonathan Millen, 
Dean of  the College of  Liberal Arts and 
Sciences, had said, ‘Well, I will fund T-shirts for 
the event,’” Morse said.
The university’s sense of  harmony in sup-

porting this cause carried well into the day, and 
from the moment that Rider students stepped 
off  the bus in D.C. and made their way to the 

front, they were touched by the amount of  
diversity coming together.
 “Every stretch of  land was covered with 

people,” Modica said. “There was no block, no 
corner, no patch of  grass that was not covered 
with someone with a sign, holding their child, 
holding their partner’s hand. It was incredible. 
I’ve never seen something so moving than see-
ing literally over a million people come out to 

say, ‘We want to protect those who might not be 
able to protect themselves.’”
One image that President of  the Rider 

College Democrats Ruth Del Pino will never 
forget was one of  simplicity, yet of  fierce power. 

 “There was this moment when I looked 
over, and there was this baby girl in those pink 
hats that they had, and she had two moms,” Del 
Pino recalled. “What I really learned was that 
every family is unconventional in some way, 
but every family deserves a place in the United 
States. Every love, every kind of  person and 
every kind of  future that any American citizen 
will experience is all valid.”
However, along with the inspirational sights, 

there was a bittersweet feeling to the day.
“It was both heartening and disheartening 

to see women in their seventies and eighties, 
marching, using all this energy, and saying, ‘But 
I thought I was done with this. I thought we 
had achieved some level of  equality,’” Morse 
said.
Although the march took place after the 

inauguration, the motive for many of  those 
present was beyond politics. 
“So many people came out to that march 

because we did not see it as an issue between 

Democrat and Republican; we saw it as an issue 
of  humanity,” Modica said. “People around 
the world marched, of  all different cultures 
and backgrounds and faiths, because this was a 
movement about women, about Muslims, about 
black people, about people of  all identities, 
sexual orientations, genders. This movement is 
about protecting our fellow humans.”
As to what to do next to continue to support 

the cause of  humanity, Del Pino advised people 
to stay educated, to not be afraid of  politics and 
to just get involved.
“In whatever position you are and whatever 

title you hold, you are able to be an activist,” 

she said. “You are able 
to put forth the ability 
of  yourself  but, also, 
encourage the ability 
for others to partici-
pate in the movement.” 
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By Samantha Brandbergh

I
N the French Quarter of  New Orleans, nothing is black 
and white.
Chair of  the English Department Jack Sullivan 

has been taking his students on one-week-long trips 
to New Orleans every January, and to Charleston, 
South Carolina, in the summer, as part of  his American 
Studies course since 1990. 
Nearly every building in New Orleans’ French 

Quarter along the narrow roads is splashed with bright 
colors: yellow, baby blue, salmon, orange, purple and hot 
pink. Many of  these colors are integrated on the struc-
tures, with yellow walls and blue shutters being a normal 
sight for locals.
Ferns and plants drape the intricate and detailed rod 

iron balconies on these buildings. Some of  the streets 
are home to palm trees as well, giving the area a tropical 
feeling. 
The clatter of  horse hooves from the horse drawn 

carriages is the closest thing to time travel, with jazz 
music as the soundtrack. 
After taking leisurely trips to the Big Easy in the ’80s, 

Sullivan “fell in love with the place.” The idea to create 
a course that consisted of  traveling was born in one of  
his classes on Southern culture. 
“One of  my students said, ‘Well, if  you love New 

Orleans so much, Dr. Sullivan, why don’t you take us 
there?’” he said. “And then when I became director of  
American Studies a year or two later, I suddenly had the 
authority to create something.”
Years after creating the trip, he is currently in the 

process of  writing a book on the current music scene of  
New Orleans, entitled “New Orleans Remixed: Crescent 
City Sounds.”
This year’s students were immediately immersed in 

New Orleans culture once the plane landed on Jan. 10. 

A late night at the iconic Maple Leaf  Bar with a soulful 
and electric performance from the Rebirth Brass Band 
was one of  the first things on the agenda. 
The jazz band surprised the audience when they 

invited Flea of  The Red Hot Chili Peppers on stage to 
jam out, which resulted in fans in the crowd exchang-
ing high-fives with each other as they reached for their 
phones. 
Music clubs aren’t the only place to find sounds of  

New Orleans, however. 

Just by walking down the streets from Dauphine to 
Jackson Square, musicians, some with an acoustic guitar, 
others with a full band, were scattered on the corners. 
Their guitar cases were open, many of  them already 
filled with dollar bills from passersby.
In addition to musicians, artists showcased their tal-

ents for tourists and locals alike. Painters lined up their 
works for sale along the rod iron fencing, and perform-
ers, adorned in eye-catching costumes, stood as still as 
statues in various poses, prompting those crossing the 

street to stop and gawk at the sight. 
Junior health management major Kelsey Johnson 

signed up for the New Orleans trip after her positive 
experience on last year’s Charleston trip. 
“I had always seen New Orleans as a really upbeat 

city, like it appears on television or from what other 
people told me of  their own experiences,” she said. “I 
was happy to see that they were right. I knew the trip 
would be completely different from Charleston, but I 
looked forward to meeting new people and experiencing 
the culture. I had never been to New Orleans prior to 
the trip, so I looked forward to experiencing someplace 

different.” 
Alongside the upbeat and fast-paced activities, the 

group was also able to take relaxing tours of  the French 
Quarter and Garden District, where students saw 
homes of  Hollywood actresses and actors such as John 
Goodman and Sandra Bullock, as well as the “American 
Horror Story: Coven” house. 
Since the Mardi Gras season is an important aspect 

of  New Orleans culture, students had the pleasure of  
dining in the Rex Room of  Antoine’s, the oldest res-
taurant in New Orleans. Emerald green walls with gold 
detailing adorned the room as a sparking chandelier 

hung above the 
table, and a short 
history of  Mardi 
Gras Rex, or 
“kings,” including 
crowns and scep-
ters, displayed in 
glass enclosures. 
The majority 

of  the restaurants 

Sullivan takes his students to are high-end, which is a far 
cry from where students would dine in the early days of  
the trip. 
“The cuisine part [of  the trip] really attracts people,” 

he said. “In the old days, I took people to some really 
bad restaurants. They’re terrible compared to now, just 
really greasy and cheap.”
For Johnson, traveling to New Orleans, even just for a 

week, has given her a better grasp on the many different 
cultural aspects of  the diverse city. 
 “After going on both the Charleston trip and the 

New Orleans trip with Sullivan, I can say with confi-
dence that the trip is definitely worth it, especially if  
these places are new to you,” she said. “The American 
studies trips are a good way to preview the culture of  the 
city you are visiting as well as make good friends.” 
Although he has been organizing these trips for 27 

years now, Sullivan never gets tired of  going. 
“There’s always something awesome that happens 

that’s completely unexpected,” he said. “It’s never the 
same; magic is ordinary there.”

Students discover culture, color and jazz in trip to ‘Big Easy’ 

Rider students and faculty join historic march for women’s rights
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‘‘“I ‘ve never seen something so moving than seeing literally over a million people come out to say, ‘We want to protect those who might not be able to protect themselves.’” 
 John Modica, Vice President of student GoVernMent assosiciation

Rider students indulged in music, food and culture during Professor Jack Sullivan’s annual trip to New Orleans as part 
of the American studies program. The group was able to see landmarks sprinkled throughout the city, including the 
“American Horror Story: Coven” house (above)

Fifty-six  Rider students and faculty members attended the Women’s March on 
Washington in Washington, D.C. on Jan. 21. They were among the 1.2 million demon-
strators defending women’s rights and other social issues. 
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FROM THE EDITOR

Divided opinions over 
combining campuses

A
LL members of  the Rider com-
munity have likely heard about 
the uncertain reality facing 
this university, whether from 

an article online or through the words 
of  administrators. Rider is facing a 
projected $13.1 million inancial dei-
cit for the 2017 iscal year. President 
Gregory Dell’Omo said enrollment 
has not improved enough and the 
deicit is projected to worsen. Anyone 
looking in on this ominous iscal situ-
ation should agree that Rider needs 
to increase revenue. 
However, last semester, Dell’Omo 

introduced the possibility of  a one-
campus model. This change would 
bring Westminster Choir College to 
the Lawrenceville campus, allowing 
Rider to sell the Princeton property. 
But selling a historic, 85-year-

old property with world-renowned 
teachers and global esteem seems 
counterproductive. 
At the moment, Westminster 

Choir College boasts a faculty of  
the most highly respected musicians 
and conductors, mentoring our 
Westminster students. 
The Westminster Symphonic 

Choir performs with the New York 
Philharmonic, The Philadelphia 
Orchestra and many other major 
orchestras and composers. 
The Westminster Williamson 

Voices were nominated for 
a Grammy for Best Choral 
Performance in 2014. 
And this is just a short, recent 

selection of  all the esteem and 
respect that is commanded 
by instructors and students of  
Westminster. Selling the property, 
where elite performers have taught 
and learned since 1932 will dama-
mge the Westminster Choir College 
reputation.
The merge could drive those 

brilliant instructors away. It ends 
years of  legacies created by per-
formers that began in the halls of  
Westminster’s Princeton campus. 
And it turns away other talented 
musicians and singers who have oth-
erwise found a home at that campus 
that has attracted and produced 
legends for so many years.
Rider University is a distin-

guished institution that provides 
high-quality education and produces 
skilled professionals. It doesn’t make 
sense to diminish the school’s suc-
cessful history. 
For this reason, combining the 

Lawrenceville and Westminster cam-
puses is a short-term financial solu-
tion. The sale of  the Westminster 
campus will yield immediate 
resources, but it will not provide 
steady revenue. In addition, much 
of  that money will likely need to be 
used to seamlessly move Westminster 
students onto the Lawrenceville 
campus. 
The union of  campuses might 

also yield negative results ifadmit-
ted students choose not to attend. In 
turn, the enrollment would become 
a greater issue.
The Princeton property is not 

what makes Westminster’s programs 
so highly esteemed. However, that 
property still offers an ideal venue to 
live, teach and learn, especially with 
the performance spaces on campus. 
Its location in Princeton, a town 
brimming with great local art and 
music culture, is also important to 
the learning process for Westminster 
students. 
Dell’Omo aims for the univer-

sity to continue to grow its arts and 
science programs as a part of  an 
academic prioritization plan. He 
hopes we can create new engineer-
ing or computer technology pro-
grams. This will undoubtedly attract 
a new student base that would have 
otherwise avoided applying to Rider. 
He said, the money made and 

saved by combining our two cam-
puses will be spent to craft those new 
programs. However, it comes at the 
expense of  an already well-estab-
lished and reputable part of  this 
university. This might prove more 
detrimental to Rider’s financial 
future if  it triggers a loss of  current 
students and turns away potential 
freshmen.
 Administrators need to be mind-

ful of  the student body when looking 
into these possibilities, as it is unfair 
for the quality of  one’s education to 
be lessened in the name of  saving 
money, when they are already spend-
ing thousands of  dollars in tuition. 
Concerns and questions, such as 
those voiced by the 1,800 people 
who support the Save Westminster 
Choir College Facebook page, need 
to be considered. 
Dell’Omo says that the strategic 

planning committee hopes to reach 
a final decision regarding the merger 
by February. As they continue to 
look at this possibility, it is important 
that they weigh the potential loss of  
reputation, renown and revenue that 
will come from this merger.
It is important to remember that 

Westminster students, though their 
campus is 7 miles away, are as much 
a part of  the Rider community as 
anyone in Lawrenceville. It is not 
fair to ignore the concerns of  at least 
1,800 people online who support 
preserving the Princeton property, 
or to disregard their legacy and the 
legacy that has been paved at that 
campus for 85 years.  
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Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

T
HERE are some things about study-
ing abroad that people only under-
stand if  they’ve done it themselves. 
Something we don’t acknowledge 

as often about our experience abroad is 
what happens when we get back to the 
U.S. — and it doesn’t take long to dis-
cover that reverse culture shock is real. 
There is so much hype around leaving 
and wondering what the semester has 
in store, but what about getting back to 
home? 
“Reverse culture shock is quite 

common, because you were striving 
to acclimate to a new culture, and you 
make all of  these great changes to who 
you are in order to fit into a culture,” 
said Sara Young-Singh, the director of  
the Center for International Education. 
“But then, you come back to your old 
culture, where you’re a new you but 
you have to fit a ‘previous you’ mold.” 

Whether it was the chance to see a new 
city or country, or even just the com-
mute to school on the local metro line 
or a free half-hour spent in a local cafe, 
there was always a new adventure when 
I lived in Italy. But then I came home, 
and things went static for a while. I 
found myself  craving adventures, but 
feeling bound to the suburbs. I wanted 
to see my friends, but I feared feeling 
disconnected from my social circles 
after being away so long. And there I 
was, driving to the same supermarket 
like I was five months ago, feeling more 
lost in my hometown than I ever had in 
Europe. I’d had this amazing experi-
ence and I knew I had changed, but 
how do I even begin to articulate that 
to others? 
Reverse culture shock consists of  

many 
invisible 

JUNIOR SPEAKS

Shook by reverse 
culture shock

➠ SEE HOME FROM 
ABROAD, PAGE 9
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GREEN CORNER

New year, same old fight agafinst clfimate change

A
S a new semester and year begfin, many Rfider students are relectfing on how 
fintense 2016 was. The year brought a lot of  breakfing news, fincludfing the 
deaths of  many beloved celebrfitfies, a drastfic shfift and dfivfide fin the Amerfican 
polfitfical clfimate, and many changes fin the envfironment.

Accordfing to the World Meteorologfical Organfizatfion, 2016 was the hottest 
year on record. Thfis set an all-tfime hfigh for the thfird year fin a row. These hot 
temperatures drove forward extreme weather fin the Unfited States, as seen wfith 
the floodfing fin Loufisfiana and Texas, the wfildffires that raged through Tennessee 
and the extreme drought that grfipped Calfifornfia.
Lfikewfise, last year had a lot of  polfitfical fissues wfith the envfironment, lfike wfith 

the contfinued lack of  clean water fin Flfint, Mfichfigan and the turmofil between 
the Standfing Rock Sfioux trfibe and the Dakota Access Pfipelfine. These two fissues 
are stfill undecfided fin 2017, along wfith the Keystone XL Pfipelfine, whfich was just 
revfived last week by the Trump admfinfistratfion. How the envfironment fis closely 
connected wfith Amerficans and the way they lfive thefir lfives was clearly demon-
strated last year. Many saw that people are less lfikely to be complacent when fit 
comes to envfironmental finjustfices that fimpact thefir communfitfies.
Senfior Englfish major Kathryn Wenfiger kept up wfith news about the pfipelfine 

last semester and was surprfised to hear that Keystone XL was gfiven the go-ahead 
to resume constructfion. 
“I was not expectfing that at all,” she safid. “If  anythfing, thfis just means that we 

have to become more actfive fin protectfing the envfironment. I thfink both of  these 
pfipelfines should be stopped because they hurt people’s lfives.”
Rfider’s surroundfing areas also saw envfironmental troubles fin 2016. Late fin 

2015, a pfipelfine that would go through Burlfington, Ocean and Monmouth coun-
tfies was proposed to the state legfislature for constructfion the followfing year. Thfis 
pfipelfine fis also supposed to cover a protected portfion of  the Pfinelands on Jofint 
Base McGufire-Dfix-Lakehurst. Hearfings for the pfipelfine are stfill happenfing, as 
many resfidents around the area are protestfing fits constructfion. If  Rfider students 
are finterested fin becomfing finvolved wfith thfis matter, they are encouraged to vfisfit 

burlfingtoncountytfimes.com for updates on the hearfings.
Despfite the severfity of  these fissues, both fin our area and across the natfion, not 

every envfironmental fissue last year was negatfive. The Parfis Clfimate Agreement, 
brought finto effect fin 2016, fis a global finfitfiatfive to keep the rfisfing of  the Earth’s 
temperature below two degrees Celsfius. The agreement also pursues a push to 
keep the worldwfide temperature rfise to 1.5 degrees Celsfius. 
Thfis pact can be paralleled to the Rfider Unfiversfity Carbon Commfitment 

(formerly known as the Amerfican College and Unfiversfity Presfident’s Clfimate 
Commfitment), sfigned finto actfion fin 2007. Thfis commfitment pushes Rfider to 
become carbon neutral by 2050.
Many of  the envfironmental fissues currently happenfing fin the world can seem 

far away. We watch the news or scroll through our Twfitter feeds and look at 
artficles about places experfiencfing catastrophfic ffires or floodfing that are thou-
sands of  mfiles from us. We look around and see that our own envfironment seems 
perfectly ffine.
But we must remember that we are all finterconnected. People just lfike us are 

experfiencfing these envfironmental emergencfies, and we are not exempt from the 
adverse effects of  clfimate change. We saw that qufite clearly wfith Hurrficane Sandy 
fin 2012. 
We also must remember that we are the catalyst to makfing change. Jan 

Frfiedman-Krupnfick, assfistant vfice presfident of  student affafirs at Rfider, urges stu-
dents, “Take your findfivfidual responsfibfilfity for socfial actfion serfiously…Take every 
opportunfity you can, to make phone calls, send letters/emafils to express your 
opfinfion, and to work on polfitfical campafigns.” 
Combatfing clfimate change always starts at the local level. It starts by usfing less 

plastfic wfith shoppfing bags or dfisposable water bottles. It starts by recyclfing more. 
It starts by carpoolfing to use less gas. Preventfing clfimate change starts wfith us. 

—Marfianna Buseman
Lawrencevfille Eco Rep 
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Home from abroad
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opfinfion

T
O the edfitor:
On behalf  of  the students, faculty and 

staff  who represented Rfider Unfiversfity at the 
Women’s March fin Washfington, D.C., last 

Saturday, Jan. 21, I thank all of  those at Rfider who 
made thfis powerful socfial actfivfism statement possfible. 
Whfile the fidea for a Rfider-sponsored bus orfigfinated fin 
a Gender and Sexualfity Studfies (GSS) student-faculty 
forum last November, the bus and our partficfipa-
tfion would not have been possfible wfithout support 
throughout the unfiversfity. 
Ffirst and foremost, we thank John Modfica, ’18, 

Student Government Assocfiatfion (SGA) vfice-presfident 
and GSS mfinor, who not only requested and recefived 

fundfing for the bus but handled all logfistfical detafils 
— an enormous amount of  work. We thank the SGA 
executfive board for recognfizfing and fundfing thfis 
exceptfional opportunfity to show our students what 
socfial actfivfism means. We thank Provost DonnaJean 
Fredeen for provfidfing lunches for our bus rfiders, and 
the help of  Ms. Kfim Mann fin the Provost’s Offfice 
and Ms. Jena Cantwell, Aramark caterfing manager. 
We thank Dean Jonathan Mfillen, College of  Lfiberal 
Arts and Scfiences, for provfidfing our “Rfider unfites for 
women’s rfights” T-shfirts. 
I thank our GSS faculty and student bus rfiders, 

fincludfing Dr. Erfica Ryan, Ms. Deborah Cordonnfier, 
and, fin addfitfion to John, Jennfifer Fanellfi, ’17, Kafitlfin 

Kowalec, ’17, Alfiyah Veltz, ’17, Allfison Wfillfiams, 
’17 and Kfimberly Rodrfiguez, ’18. Thanks also for 
the help of  the Rfider chapter of  Vofices for Planned 
Parenthood (VOX) and to the Rfider students, fac-
ulty and staff  marchfing fin Trenton, New York, 
Phfiladelphfia and elsewhere. I hope thfis hfistorfic day 
resonates as the ffirst of  many jofintly sponsored events 
that wfill unfite our students, faculty and staff  fin our 
communfity commfitment to socfial justfice.

—Mary Morse
Dfirector of  Gender and Sexualfity Studfies, Professor of  

Englfish

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Professor grateful for support Women’s March

symptoms — boredom, havfing a hard tfime descrfibfing your experfience, reverse 
homesfickness, and an overwhelmfing feelfing of  dfisconnectfion. Not everyone can 
sympathfize — after all, you probably told everyone that you had the best tfime of  
your lfife, so why would fit make sense to be sad? 
Senfior psychology major Alfiyah Veltz, who studfied abroad at John Cabot 

Unfiversfity of  Rome, safid readjustfing to lfife at Rfider has fits dfiffficultfies.
“It’s wefird knowfing that I’m not fin Italy anymore,” she safid. “I love befing wfith 

my frfiends and favorfite professors and ffinfishfing my college career at Rfider. But fit’s 
just wefird that I can’t walk down the street and get a cornetto as I people-watch, or 
that I can’t hear the tram go by as I walk to class.”
Perhaps the hardest part of  travelfing fis comfing back feelfing lfike you changed, but 

then gettfing finto the same old routfine and startfing to belfieve you dfidn’t. My frfiends 
had been gofing through lfife changes. Someone graduated, someone got a boyfrfiend, 
someone landed a hfigh-proffile finternshfip. What had I done? I had such a hard tfime 
descrfibfing what my semester abroad was lfike that for a whfile I had trficked myself  
finto thfinkfing nothfing fin me had really changed after all.
“People who weren’t there to experfience fit wfith you may be a lfittle lost, because 

they can’t jofin you when you’re reflectfing on the tfime you had abroad,” Young-
Sfingh safid. “Thefir reactfion to the ‘new you’ mfight not always be what you expect.”  
Maybe thfis fis how people get “the travel bug.” After you travel for the ffirst tfime, 

you learn more about yourself  — you lose some bad habfits, learn a new language, 
ffigure out how much you can trust people — and not everybody knows what fit’s 
lfike to experfience all of  these thfings at the same tfime, and then try to stay true to 
that person you’ve become when you get home. Maybe that’s why I feel so drawn to 
leave home agafin soon.

— Gfianluca D’Elfia
Junfior journalfism major

Any questfions or fideas, contact sga@rfider.edu
or Presfident Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rfider.edu

We have three especfially finterestfing 
Senate Meetfings dedficated to Unfiversfity 
ffinances, the one campus model, and 
faculty and unfion management. 

February 7th, Feburary 14th and February 21st 

What’s befing bufilt fin front of Cranberry’s?
Reveal date comfing soon!

The Senfior Week Schedule fis here!
http://www.rfider.edu/events/senfior-week

We now have a radfio show! Stay tuned for the 
ffirst epfisode Frfiday, February 10th!
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HOSTED BY THE OFFICE OF MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

PLEASE NOTE: This is open dialogue not intended for therapeutic purposes.

#SAFETYPIN
Safe Zone

(       )
ALL ARE WELCOME

EVERY FRIDAY from 1 to 3 p.m. at Lawrenceville campus  
(from January 27 to April 28) in the BLC Student Leadership Suite 

EVERY TUESDAY from 12 Noon to 1 p.m. at Princeton campus  
(from January 31 to April 25) in the Dining Commons’ Robinson Room

Among
Students
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Sports

By Aliyaah Lindsey

R
IDER’S track and field team traveled to Boston 
over the weekend to compete in the 2017 Boston 
University John Thomas Terrier Classic, with 
several Broncs breaking records.

During the opening day, senior long distance run-
ner Megan McGarrity set a new school record of  
17:02 in the 5K, qualifying for ECACs. 
 “I plan on continuing to train hard and follow the 

wise advice of  my coaches,” McGarrity said. “They 
have really pushed me to my limits this year and I 
wouldn’t have half  the success I’ve been granted with-
out them.” 
Junior weight thrower Karoline Sandvig broke her 

personal record with a 17.17-meter toss. Tossing an 
ECAC-qualifying distance, Sandvig finished third on 
the day.
“With the help of  Coach Bernstein and the sup-

port of  my teammates, I was able to reach this goal,” 
Sandvig said. “However, I still have a lot more work to 
do in order to reach my ultimate goal, which is to set a 
new school record.” 
In order to break the school’s record, Sandvig said 

she must “be consistent at all the meets because I 
know, eventually, I will break through and have a big 
throw, and it’s also important that I keep in mind my 

coach’s advice and guidance from my teammates.”
To finish the day, the men’s distance medley team 

ran into third place with a time of  10:05.95. Junior 
Anthony Ardino, freshman Isaiah Jean-Baptiste, junior 
Brian Calderaro, and senior Sam Knipper all ran for 
the IC4A-qualifying time. 
On the final day of  competition, the men and 

women’s distance medley team took to the track.
To begin the day, freshmen Kristin Siegle, Quinn 

Bithell, Nicole Berry and junior Rae Santora all ran a 

time of  12:28.71, finishing in ninth place.
Junior Anthony Ardino and senior Johnathan 

Jackson both competed in the 800-meter relay. Jackson 
ran a time of  1:50.89, coming in sixth place, and 
Ardino ran a personal best, 1:53.70, coming in 31st 
place. Both men ran IC4A-qualifying times. 
To end the day and weekend events, the men com-

peted in the 4x400 meter relay.
Sophomore Jordan Davis, Jackson, sophomore 

Alvin Abraham, and sophomore Russell Malko all ran 
together for second place in their section, 11th place 
overall, and an IC4A-qualifying time of  3:19.74.
In hopes of  achieving further success this season, 

Head Coach Bob Hamer said the team needs to keep 
improving in every competition.
“The hope is that we have continual improvement 

each time we compete so that we build confidence 
every week,” Hamer said. “This confidence coupled 
with our training will give us the best opportunity to 
be successful during the championship segment of  our 
season.”
The Broncs take on TCNJ Friday, Feb. 3, at the 

Edward J. Lavino Field House in Lawrenceville in 
preparation for the MAAC Championships in two 
weeks.

TRACK & FIELD

Broncs run to new records at Terrier Classic in Boston

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Handshake debacle puts Rider in spotlight
By Brandon Scalea

A
FTER a 4-1 start to conference 
play that saw the men’s basketball 
team sitting in first place and 
being featured on ESPN’s NCAA 

Tournament Bracketology, Rider has 
dropped five of  its last seven, including a 
volatile loss at Siena on Jan. 17. 
Stemming from incidents that 

occurred during and after the second 
half  of  that contest, both the Broncs 
and the Saints made headlines on 
Bleacher Report, Deadspin and College 
GameDay, among several other major 
sports platforms. There was a brawl, 
and Rider (13-10, 6-6 MAAC) left the 
court without shaking hands, leading 
to much debate on social media and 
among sports journalists the next day.
Things certainly got out of  hand at 

the Times Union Center that night, in 
front of  an ESPN3 audience. Here is a 
breakdown of  how it happened. 

Siena comes out firing in the 
second half
Rider led 45-40 at the break after a 

back-and-forth first frame, but Siena 
quickly took control after halftime. 
The Saints went on a 23-4 run to open 
the second, which effectively put the 
game away. Siena’s Lavon Long ignited 
this run with two buckets on his way 
to a career night of  29 points and 12 
rebounds. 

Javion Ogunyemi takes a hard 
foul
The Broncs cut the lead to seven 

with 2:24 left, before the Saints tried 
to finish an alley-oop at the other end. 
Siena’s big man Ogunyemi went up 
to dunk, but Rider graduate for-
ward Norville Carey fouled him, and 
Ogunyemi fell to the court. The foul 
was not ruled flagrant. 

Stevie Jordan is shoved, 
Anthony Durham responds
After Carey fouled Ogunyemi, words 

were exchanged between a number 
of  players under the basket. Rider 
freshman guard Stevie Jordan was 

then shoved to the ground by Siena’s 
Marquis Wright. A brawl ensued, and 
Rider junior guard Anthony Durham 
appeared to throw a punch at Wright. 
Both Wright and Durham were ejected 
and received one-game suspensions 
from the MAAC. 

The coaches get involved
Head Coach Kevin Baggett then ran 

the length of  the court to the gather-
ing and he appeared to be arguing 
with Wright. Siena Head Coach Jimmy 
Patsos then got in between Baggett and 
Wright, and the pair of  coaches briefly 
yelled at each other. Both coaches were 
restrained by players and assistant 
coaches, before separating. No seri-
ous disciplinary action was handed to 
the coaches, but they had to sign the 
conference sportsmanship statement 
the next day. 

Siena closes out the game; 
Rider leaves the court right away
Rider would get no closer than the 

seven-point deficit that preceded the 
late brawl. The Saints finished off  a 
78-68 win and the nearly 5,000 fans in 
Albany, New York, roared in approval. 
The cheers quickly turned to boos as 
Baggett led his battered team directly to 
the locker room, forgoing the custom-
ary post-game handshake. Freshman 
forward Tyere Marshall exchanged 
words with a group of  Siena fans near 
the tunnel. What happened next was 
where things got really interesting. 

Patsos takes matters into his 
own hands
As the Broncs left the court, Patsos 

still went down the line and panto-
mimed handshakes. Albany sports-
writer Zach Bye took a video of  the 
incident that went viral, getting nearly 
ten thousand retweets and likes by the 
end of  the night. This video, as well as 
ESPN3’s broadcast, made this incident 
a national story. Baggett directed even 
more attention to it by dodging the 
post-game press conference. In his own 
post-game presser, Patsos notably said 

he and Baggett were good friends and 
that they’d hug it out next time they 
saw each other. 
Later that night, after thousands of  

people on social media weighed in on 
the incident — with most questioning 
Rider’s sportsmanship — ESPN Insider 
Jeff  Goodman got in touch with both 
head coaches. 
“I decided not to shake hands 

because I didn’t want anything to esca-
late,” Baggett told Goodman. “That’s 
my prerogative, to protect my team 
whether anyone thinks it’s good sports-
manship or not.” 
To this, Patsos, the new internet 

sensation, responded: “That’s a pretty 
good reason. I like Kevin a lot, and I 
respect his decision.” 
Rider has struggled since the inci-

dent, with its only win in a six-game 
span coming at home against Marist on 
Jan. 21. 
On Jan. 31, the Broncs completed 

a split of  its annual Western New 
York road trip as they held on to beat 
Canisius, 72-66, for their first win in 
Buffalo since 2015.

Senior guard Jimmie Taylor led all 
players with 19 points, notably shooting 
8-for-8 from the free-throw line. The 
Broncs came into the game as one of  
the worst free-throw shooting teams in 
the nation. 
Senior forward Kahlil Thomas, 

the MAAC leader in double-doubles, 
nearly got another one, as he finished 
with 13 points and eight rebounds. 
Carey, coming off  the bench for the 
first time this season, notched double 
figures as well. 
The win locked Rider in a tie with 

Canisius for fourth place in the confer-
ence. The top five teams at the end of  
the season earn a first-round bye at the 
MAAC Championships. 
On Feb. 3, the Broncs play surging 

Iona (15-8, 8-4 MAAC) for the first 
time this season. The game at Alumni 
Gym is flexed for a 7 p.m. start on 
ESPN U. The Gaels are the defending 
MAAC champion and currently second 
in the conference standings. 

Senior Megan McGarrity ran an ECAC-qualifying time of 17:02.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett and Siena coach Jimmy Patsos cool down after an altercation on Jan. 17.
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Inside today: 
Men’s basketball 
gets heated against 
Siena. Page 11Sports

By Carlos Toro

T
HE women’s basketball team was 
trailing Saint Peter’s by two points 
with less than two seconds remain-
ing on Jan. 28, days before Rider’s 

winter break ended. The Broncs’ hopes 
of  victory rested on the shoulders of  
senior guard Robin Perkins.
As soon as Perkins threw the ball 

in the air, the entire crowd of  more 
than 500 people at Alumni Gym went 
silent. When the ball hit nothing but 
the net through the basket, the entire 
gym erupted with cheers, as the Broncs 
capped off  one of  their closest wins of  
the season.
The Broncs can add the buzzer-

beater win to their growing list of  
accomplishments made in the 2016-17 
season.
Rider (15-6, 9-3 MAAC) defeated 

Saint Peter’s 47-46 on Jan. 28, thanks 
to the three-pointer made by Perkins as 
time expired.
Rider Head Coach Lynn Milligan 

said despite the team having a poor day 
offensively, the Broncs were able to play 
tight defense. The Broncs shot only 
24 percent from the field against Saint 
Peter’s.
“When you’re shooting the ball like 

we have been for the game, you have to 
rely on your defense, and we’ve talked 
about that a lot throughout the year,” 
Milligan said. “We were fortunate to 
get that last possession and come out 
with the win.” 
The first half  was an uncharacteris-

tically poor offensive showing for Rider. 
The Broncs only scored 14 points in the 
first 20 minutes of  the game, shooting 6 
of  32 field goals and missing all nine of  
their three-point shot attempts.
What kept the Broncs alive in the 

game was their outstanding defense 
and an offensive explosion in the third 
quarter. Trailing 19-14 at halftime, 
Rider scored 23 points in the third 

quarter to take a seven-point lead, its 
largest of  the game, heading to the 
fourth quarter.
The Peacocks started creeping up on 

the Broncs’ lead, cutting the deficit to 
just one point with 6:18 remaining in 
the game, eventually tying up the game 
with 40 seconds remaining.
However, with the game locked at 

44-44, senior guard Taylor Wentzel 
fouled Saint Peter’s sophomore guard 
Janelle Mullen. Mullen made both of  
her free throws with only 1.8 seconds 
remaining. The Broncs called a timeout 
after the second free throw was made. 
The final play saw Perkins grab the 
ensuing short inbound pass and hit a 
corner three while being defended and 
the Broncs won the game.
Perkins led all scorers with 17 points,  

with 16 of  those points coming in the 
second half. Both senior center Julia 
Duggan and junior guard Kamila 
Hoskova each grabbed 10 rebounds. 
Freshman guard Stella Johnson scored 
six points and grabbed nine rebounds 
in the win against the Peacocks. 
The game constantly shifted leads 

between the two teams. There were 
a total of  eight lead changes and 10 
ties in the contest. Milligan said the 
team was able to pick itself  up, despite 
several Broncs having off  days on the 
floor.
“We’ve been fortunate to not have 

a lot of  nights like this, where the ball 
wasn’t going in. We liked our shot 
selection,” Milligan said. “The ball 
wasn’t going in, but we have talked 
about this practice throughout the year 
that if  one of  us doesn’t have a good 
game individually then it still falls on 
you to help out defensively, so it was 
really important for us to maintain our 
defensive intensity. You hold a team 
under 50 points, you assume you have 
an opportunity to win.”
Before Rider defeated Saint Peter’s 

in dramatic fashion, the Broncs hosted 
Manhattan (7-14, 3-9 MAAC) on Jan. 
26. The Broncs struggled from the 
start, only scoring nine points in the 
first quarter and 24 in the first half. 
However, Rider was able to defend the 
ball well, holding Manhattan scoreless 
through its first 10 possessions in the 
game.
Rider then played a much more effi-

cient second half, limiting the Jaspers 
to just 11 of  34 shooting from the field. 
The Broncs nearly made half  of  their 
shots as they scored 49 points in the 
closing 20 minutes. 
In the final quarter, Rider opened 

things up with a 16-0 scoring run that 
saw the Broncs pull away, eventually 
locking up a 73-64 win.
Perkins scored 23 points while three 

other Broncs — Duggan, Hoskova 
and freshman guard Safie Tolusso — 
reached double digits.
The win against Saint Peter’s gave 

Rider its 15th win of  the season, only 
the second time this has happened since 
Milligan took over as head coach. The 
Broncs have already clinched a winning 
record for the regular season.
Milligan said she liked the chemistry 

the team has built throughout the sea-
son. The Broncs were able to maintain 
their composure, according to Milligan, 
and make the small plays that ended up 
making a difference.
“We were fortunate enough to be 

able to grab those big rebounds in the 
fourth quarter, make some good plays 
and have some really good ‘I got your 
back’ type of  plays,” Milligan said. 
“I can think of  two that Stella made 
right off  the bat where a [Saint Peter’s 
player] was wide open and fortunately 
she managed to tip the pass out of  
bounds and help reset our defense. It’s 
plays like those that don’t show up on 
the stat sheet that hold a team in check 
when we’re figuring things out.”

It’s been a major turnaround for 
a team that won eight games the 
year prior. Rider still has eight games 
remaining in the regular season and 
are in second place in the MAAC 
conference, only one game behind 
Quinnipiac (17-5, 10-2 MAAC). Earlier 
in the year, the Broncs started 5-2, their 
best start since the 1982-83 season.
Milligan also achieved a head coach-

ing milestone this season, winning her 
100th career game as the head coach 
at Rider, good for second most in the 
history of  the program.
The Broncs were ranked by col-

legeinsider.com women’s mid-major 
national top 25 on Jan. 10. Over winter 
break, the Broncs broke their record 
for the longest scoring run in program 
history when they used a 24-0 run to 
defeat defending champion Iona on 
Jan. 2. Rider also snapped a 27-game 
losing streak against Marist on Jan. 
12 with an emphatic 13-point road 
win. The win was the first for Rider 
in Poughkeepsie, New York, where the 
Red Foxes play, since January of  2002. 
The Broncs will go up against 

Monmouth (10-10, 5-6 MAAC) on 
the road on Feb. 2 and then return 
home for a game against Siena (9-12, 
8-4 MAAC) on Feb. 4. Rider already 
defeated Siena back on Jan. 8 with 
a 62-61 road win. The game against 
Monmouth will be broadcasted on 
ESPN3.
Perkins said Milligan described the 

month of  February as “the most impor-
tant month of  the season” since the 
regular season ends and the Broncs will 
then have to prepare for the MAAC 
Tournament at the start of  March.
“We definitely have to stay com-

posed,” Perkins said. “We definitely 
have to stay together and play hard and 
depend on our defense.”

Senior guard Robin Perkins catches an inbound pass and scores a game-winning three point shot as time expires to defeat Saint Peter’s 47-46 on Jan. 28. Perkins scored 16 points in the second half of the game.

Buzzer-Beating 
Broncs still winning 
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