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HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA
“White Christmas” brings themes of  love and 
friendship to the BLC Theater.  page 5

‘TIS THE SEASON
Is it too soon for Christmas? Two students face-

page 9

BACK-TO-BACK
The men’s soccer team wins its second straight 
MAAC championship. page 12

By Brandon Scalea

THE presidential election, the Olympics and Netflix were just a few of  the topics 
discussed by a Comcast executive on Nov. 14. 

In front of  a packed house in the Cavalla Room, David Cohen, senior 
executive vice president for Comcast Corporation, was interviewed by 

Rosemary Connors, the NBC 10 weekend news anchor. The floor was then opened 
to questions from students and members of  the community. 

With the election of  Donald Trump still fresh in everyone’s minds, Connors first 
asked Cohen for his thoughts. Despite now being in the media industry, Cohen 
spent time in law and politics. He rose to prominence in the mid-90s when he 
served as chief  of  staff  to Philadelphia Mayor Ed Rendell, who later became gover-
nor of  Pennsylvania. 

Cohen said although he was among those disappointed with the result of  the 
election, Trump deserves everyone to give him a chance. 

“I’m not going to reinvent history and say I was expecting that result,” he said. 
“But we’re not some banana republic. We ran a full and complete presidential 
election, and we elected Trump. I will say two things about it — he’s shown great 
temperance since election night and he’s going to be our president no matter what. 
We all owe it to the country and ourselves to respect that.”

Comcast has three main subsidiaries: Xfinity, NBC and NBCUniversal, which 
the company bought in 2011. NBCUniversal’s biggest event every two years is its 
coverage of  the Winter and Summer Olympics, which makes Comcast “a material 
amount of  money,” according to Cohen. 

He said the games in Rio this summer were the most profitable ever, and for 17 
nights, NBCUniversal’s coverage of  the events beat every other television broadcast. 
About 80 percent of  the people watching television were tuned into that broadcast. 
There were also 3.3 billion live streams utilized on the 
NBC Sports app alone — making the Rio Olympic Games 
the biggest media event in history. That number of  

David Cohen blends media, politics and business
Head Coach Charlie Inverso embraces senior forward Zach Bond after the men’s soccer team’s 3-1 victory over Quinnipiac in the MAAC Championship. It was Rider’s second straight conference championship.
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CAN’T STOP THE FEELING
Men’s soccer wins another title, punches NCAA-Tournament ticket

Comcast executive David Cohen speaks with Rosemary Connors about the evolving media industry.
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Hole in one
That’s not the glass ceiling we’ve been talking 

about. On Nov. 12 at 11 p.m., Public Safety was dis-
patched to Poyda Hall on a report of a hole in the ceil-
ing on one of the floors. Upon arrival, officers located 
the hole and met with the student who reported the 
damage. He stated that the hole was not there when 
he left the area around 10:30 p.m. but was present 15 
minutes later when he arrived back at the residence 
at 10:45 p.m. The area was cleared and the ceiling is 
being repaired. There are currently no suspects and 
Public Safety urges anyone with information to con-
tact them immediately.

Chemical Mishap
An unnecessary evacuation. On Nov. 12 at 1:18 

a.m, Public Safety responded to a fire alarm in Hill 
Hall. Upon arrival, officers went to the site of the 
alarm and encountered a heavily smoked hallway. 
The fire department was notified and, as officers were 
evacuating the building, they noticed a dry chemical 
fire extinguisher had been ejected from its holder. 
After further investigation, it was determined that the 
ejected extinguisher was the cause of the smoke. The 
area was promptly cleaned and secured, and students 
were allowed to return to their rooms.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver

Animal house
Gerbil on the loose. On Nov. 9 at 7:33 a.m., Public 

Safety was dispatched to Conover Hall for the report 
of an unusual occurrence involving an animal. Upon 
arrival, officers met with a resident who stated 
that, while seated at her desk, she felt something 
run across her foot. After further investigation, the 
student discovered it was a gerbil. The student and 
her roommate attempted to catch the gerbil in a 
crate but the animal escaped and went down the 
hallway. Shortly thereafter, Public Safety received 
another call from a student claiming she had trapped 
a gerbil in her room. Facilities was notified and 
promptly removed the gerbil. Later on, the gerbil’s 
owner reached out to Public Safety and they made 
arrangements for the owner to retrieve it and take it 
off campus.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

R-shaped �ag display honors service members
By Jen Boyer

AMIDST a tumultuous election 
season, Rider’s community came 
together to honor the country’s 
war veterans one flag at a time, 

adorning the campus mall with red, 
white and blue in the shape of  the uni-
versity “R.”

Dean Ira Mayo has been working 
with veterans and said the Veteran’s 
Day events last week had a positive 
turnout.

“We had a great response as approx-
imately 12,000 flags were planted in 
honor of  veterans in the shape of  the 
Rider ‘R’,” said Mayo.

On Nov. 9 and 10, students, faculty 
and staff  came out to plant flags on the 
campus mall in memory or honor of  
a family member or friend who served 
in the armed forces. In addition, they 
were able to speak with veterans who 
were manning the table and planting 
flags. 

Rider Veteran Reuss Idler com-
mended the Veteran’s Day events.

 “I really liked flag planting; it was 
surprisingly fun, and a lot of  people 
came out and planted some,” he said. 
“The ceremony on the 11th went great. 
The event was a combination of  things. 
It was paying respect, remembering, 
forgiving, dreaming, hoping, praying 

and even a little crying.”
Idler was in the Marines and joined 

to do something good for himself, his 
family and country. He learned how to 
endure hardship, thrive and become 
a better person. The ceremony on 
Veteran’s Day helped pay deep respect 
to service members who have shown 

bravery and courage to help serve and 
protect the country, he said.

“Because of  them, we are able to 
enjoy the freedoms that we have,” 
Mayo said. “‘The Star-Spangled 
Banner’ was performed by Jeff  Braaten, 
an aspiring opera singer and a retired 
U.S. Marine who served two tours of  

duty in Iraq.”
A Rider graduate of  the class of  ’75, 

Brian Delate, who acted in “Shawshank 
Redemption” and starred in “The 
Truman Show,” spoke at the ceremony 
regarding serving in the U.S. Army in 
Vietnam. He wrote a play about his 
experience called “Memorial Day.” It 
examines the issue of  post-traumatic 
stress disorder for returning soldiers. 

“I can only state my reaction. It was 
a very personal experience depending 
on one’s background,” Idler said. “I’m 
sure veterans like myself  were more 
deeply affected. I became anxious, sad, 
happy and confused by the fact that I 
am still alive.”

The play provided the audience with 
an intense experience as Delate played 
multiple characters, and transported 
them back in time to the ’70s. It gave 
the audience mixed emotions as it 
made a clear point that the ravages 
of  war and the fear of  death have a 
remarkable effect on those who fought 
for our country.

Veteran’s Day recognizes troops 
who sacrificed themselves to protect 
the United States. Yet again, the entire 
campus community came together on 
Veteran’s Day to stand by veterans who 
represent strength for the country.  

Comcast executive discusses Olympics, competition
CONT’D FROM P. 1

digital screenings is twice as much as all the 
Olympics combined, said Cohen.

“The Olympics also has a tremendous effect on 
the TODAY Show, our local news broadcasts and our 
primetime entertainment lineup,” Cohen said. “This 
year, for the first time, we had substantial Olympic 
content on eight different cable channels, and their 
ratings were boosted not only during the Olympics, 
but after, as well.” 

Despite impressive facts like these and an annual 
revenue upwards of  $70 billion, Comcast still has its 
competitors. Among these, according to Cohen, are 
Disney, Sony and local news networks. Comcast is also 
competing with Verizon and DirecTV. Cohen said the 
recent merging of  Time Warner Cable and AT&T is 
“the ultimate compliment to us” and “an attempt to 
mimic what we do.” 

However, Comcast’s biggest competitor is Netflix, 
which reeled in nearly $7 billion in 2015. Cohen 
called the media streaming company his “ultimate 
frenemy.” After all, Cohen thinks competition is the 
best thing that can happen to a company.

“I have no doubt that a lot of  people sign up for 
our broadband service because they want to get 
Netflix,” he said. “We’re frenemies because we need 

them to improve our broadband service and they need 
us to improve their Netflix service.” 

Comcast affiliate Xfinity also boasts the X1 remote, 
which is voice operated. Over 10 million of  these 
remotes have already been sold. Cohen said Comcast 
is always thinking of  new ways to make its customers’ 
lives easier. 

Speaking at Rider was also a homecoming in a 
sense for Cohen. A ’77 graduate of  Swarthmore 
College, Cohen also received an honorary degree 
from Rider in 2010. He serves as chair of  the Rider 
Parents’ Council and is on the Board of  Trustees at 
the University of  Pennsylvania. Ben Cohen Field, 
which Cohen financially contributed to constructing, 
is named after his son, who is an alumnus and die-
hard supporter of  Rider athletics. 

As for the interview’s moderator, Connors is an 
Emmy-winner that has been a reporter for NBC 10 
since 2009. She gained national attention for her 
investigative coverage of  the Jerry Sandusky sexual 
abuse scandal at Penn State. 

David Cohen chats with Professor Allison Weidhaas on Nov. 14.
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Students and faculty plant flags in the shape of the Rider “R” in front of Moore Library early on Nov. 9. 

Em
ily

 K
el

le
y/

Th
e 

Ri
de

r N
ew

s



Nov. 16, 2016    The Rider News 3

FRIDAY 
NOVEMBER 18, 2016

5:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
Starting at the SRC Atrium • 7 p.m. Moore Library

Holiday Traditions, Food and Entertainment 
Presentation of the Cranberry Court

SPECIAL visitor you won’t want to miss!

5:30 to 6:30 p.m.

Cultural Clubs 

Candle Lighting

7 to 9 p.m.

Library  

Lighting

FUNDED BY:
MANDATORY STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE

Unity + Diversity = University

OFFICE OF 
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

A  C O L L A B O R AT I O N  W I T H 

Campus & Community Engagement (CCE)
Student Entertainment Council (SEC)

Candle LightingCandle LightingCandle Lighting Lighting
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Testing the waters and preventing lead contamination

News
Students respectfully clash at post-election forum
By Lauren Lavelle and Thomas Regan

WITH the Rider community 
divided by the results of  
the presidential election, 
student organizations con-

tinue to try and repair the disconnect. 
The Office of  Multicultural Affairs 

presented its third Conversation Café 
on Nov. 15 to provide the Rider com-
munity with a safe space to discuss 
issues in America. The atmosphere 
was constructive conversation rather 
than the destructive arguments seen on 
social media and heard around campus.

Since the election, Public Safety has 
had two students report being verbally 
harassed, university spokeswoman 
Kristine Brown said.

A male student told Public Safety 
he was verbally harassed by three 
unidentified men while he walked out 
of  the men’s locker room in the Student 
Recreation Center on Nov. 8. 

On Nov. 9, a female student 
reported being verbally harassed by 
a white male on the Lawrenceville 
campus. Both incidents are under 
investigation. 

In an effort to generate positive con-
versation, this forum honed in on the 
aftershock of  the election and students 
were given the opportunity to voice 
their opinions on the newly elected 
leader of  their country. 

“I was very happy with the results 
of  this presidential election,” said 
freshman political science major Nick 
Mezza. “With Donald Trump becom-
ing the new president, I feel like we’re 
going to have a dealmaker with the best 
wishes of  the country in mind. I think 
this is not as bad as we’re making it out 
to be.”

Freshman musical theater major 
Sheldon Steele had an opposite stance 
on Trump’s new seat in office.

“If  Hillary won, no matter what, 
she never had a negative influence 
on the country,” said Steele. “Politics 

aside, there was no moral imbalance in 
Hillary’s campaign. Speaking from a 
minority standpoint, it was a shock to 
my community as a whole and sent me 
for a loop.”

Although both parties were repre-
sented during the discussion, there was 
minimal conflict and each group agreed 
to share their views of  the election.

“I was in a state of  shock that I think 
most of  America was in,” said fresh-
man filmmaking, television and radio 
major Paige Ewing. “I realized, though, 
this is our Democratic process. He was 
elected because Americans actually 
did elect him. I think it’s time to start 
recognizing the people that did vote for 
him and to start seeing their point of  
view. He’s going to be our president, we 

have to accept that.”
Graduate business administration 

student Shanza Arooj was doubtful 
after the results but, like Ewing, would 
rather fight to come back together as a 
nation than continue to oppose the new 
leadership.

“Being a Muslim woman, post 9/11, 
I had all my guards up,” said Arooj. 
“Although it seems like we are progress-
ing, discrimination and racism do really 
exist. This election was an eye-opener 
because we need to roll up our sleeves 
and get to work. Time after the elec-
tion was spent talking to my family, 
my children and my peers about how 
we are going to get there and how we 
are going to listen and open a dialogue 
between the two divides that do exist 

right now in the USA.”
To close the forum, Director of  

Multicultural Affairs Pamela Pruitt left 
the room of  Rider faculty, staff  and 
students with a few words of  wisdom.

“Ride the tide,” said Pruitt. “Stay 
above the water and stay positive. You 
have local legislators and if  they are not 
doing their job, get them out of  office, 
you have the power to do that.”

Students and faculty participate in the third Conversation Cafe, a forum that gave the Rider community an open floor to discuss political issues on Nov. 15.
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By Lauren Lavelle

ROWAN University was left scrambling in September after reports of  discolored 
tap water led investigators to discover a significantly high reading of  lead within 
the college’s water system. 

Because there is no regulatory measure in place regarding the testing of  
water for colleges and universities in Pennsylvania and New Jersey, officials are not 
sure how long Rowan’s water has been harboring the dangerous substance.

Other institutions have now been prompted to test their own water supply for 
fear they have been ignoring an ongoing, possibly life-threatening issue.

“We have been tested,” said Rider’s Vice President of  Facilities and University 
Operations Michael Reca. 

According to Reca, every year, Rider selects certain buildings and conducts a 
round of  extensive environmental tests measuring air quality, asbestos contamina-
tion and a number of  other health-related problems.

“We do the best we can to test what we can see and what we can touch,” said 
Reca. “If  we find anything that is of  a material that needs to be replaced or if  it 
is not airborne and not dangerous, we note it and keep a record of  it.  If  there is 
something that needs to be addressed immediately, we address it and take care of  it 
quickly.”

An environmental company often assists with the annual inspections to ensure 
the quality of  the examination.

“The environmental company that we use serves a dual purpose for us,” said 
Reca. “If  we identify it, they can write a specification, we can bid the work and then 
it can be done within state regulations. We then report it to the state, they inspect it 
and we clean up.”

While only select buildings are chosen for testing each year, Reca says additional 
testing was done in light of  the recent scare. 

“In the past 15 or 20 years, we’ve pretty much tested all the buildings on campus 
but we did a specific water test when these issues arose,” he said. 

The results of  the test remain positive with almost all areas showing no signs of  
any lead contamination. 

“We had a very, very low return of  any contaminated areas,” said Reca. “Some 
of  the contaminated areas were in boiler rooms where water cycles through the 

boiler so it’s not an issue, and some came out of  the custodial closets.”
To further protect and eliminate the presence of  lead completely, both Rider and 

Westminster Choir College have decided to put filters on all sources of  consumable 
water. 

According to Reca, over 300 filters have been installed and he expects all sources 
to be filtered before the beginning of  spring semester. 

“Anywhere that we thought there might be elevated levels, we’ve already 
addressed,” he said. “Now, we’re in the cycle of  just doing it.”

Fully equipped to stop lead in its tracks, the filters are state of  the art and will 
protect Rider for up to a year before being replaced. 

“They’ve been vetted through our environmental consultants as one of  the best 
filters to catch lead,” said Reca. “Only so many gallons can pass through them 
before you have to change them, but they have a sensor on them, so the sensor turns 
red when it has to be changed. Because we just started putting these in, we’ll start 
checking them at the end of  next summer to make the replacements.”

In regards to the absence of  a mandatory program that requires water tests for 
universities and colleges in New Jersey and Pennsylvania, Reca hopes that the recent 
awareness of  the issue will prompt legislators to take a step forward in passing a law 
to enforce yearly testing. 

“It can’t hurt to have it,” said Reca. “I think it needs to have a dual purpose. 
There has to be a regulatory piece that talks about it and then there needs to be 
legislation to support it.”

Kristine Brown, university spokeswoman, simply wants the Rider community 
to be aware of  how proactive facilities management has been while handling the 
situation.

“Our community should feel confident knowing that Rider is committed to the 
health and safety of  our students, staff  and faculty,” said Brown. “We will continue 
to monitor and test the water in all of  our campus buildings both in Lawrenceville 
and Princeton and will immediately address any issues, should they arise.”
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Bold, introspective dances impress audiences

By Emily Klingman

THE Rider Dance Ensemble premiered this semes-
ter’s dance showcase, titled “The Moment,” on 
Nov. 11 to 13. 

Opening up, dark and brooding red lights 
filled the stage for the opening medley featuring the 
entire ensemble. Different groups of  the ensemble 
drifted on and off  stage as the team danced through 
clips of  three songs, all with strong beats and assertive 
moods, which the dances reflected exactly. 

“Stand and Deliver” was a notable dance in the 
showcase for its moody and bold attitude. The lights 
for this act were kept specifically dark, so the danc-
ers would physically be lost within darkness but their 
shadows would still show. “On Edge” was another 
memorable act, with an impressive dance to a Kanye 
West song. It was an interesting contrast with the lights 
forming shattered glass patterns on the stage, plus all 
four dancers were captivated by the music and dance.

After intermission, the tempo picked up a bit with 
a sultry and sassy dance. The dancers slinked and 

twirled around the fog-covered stage, playing it coy 
throughout. The fog stayed on the stage through the 
next dance, an ethereal and dreamy number, and the 
tap-filled dance after that. “Don’t Stop Me Now” 
featured the dancers tapping away with the crowd 
cheering and impressed by their feet of  fire, earning 
some of  the loudest claps as the song faded out. 

After another bouncy and sassy dance, the tone 
shifted for the next dance, titled “If  I Believe You.” It 
was a very minimalistic ballad and the dance reflected 
that. The dancers twirled around the stage, obviously 
very into the movement and music of  the number. 
The dance after carried over the somber vibes, for the 
song “Take Me to Church.” They leapt and moved all 
across the stage in the very dramatic and introspective 
dance.

The fall semester’s dance showcase was filled with 
dances both fun and energetic, and others dreamy 
and inward-looking. The dancers impressed audiences 
all weekend, and are sure to be proud of  their great 
performances.

Six members of the Rider Dance Ensemble performing “That Look,” choreographed by sophomore marketing major Victoria Miller.
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Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu
or President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

(SRC Atrium and in front of Moore Library
Nov. 18 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.)

Celebration of Lights &
the Lighting of the Library

Kindness Week is taking place 
December 5th to the 9th!

Thanksgiving Luncheon
Celebration held on

Thursday, November 17th
(11:30 am in the Cavalla Room)

This week is Hunger &
Homelessness Awareness Week

(Check Bronc Nation for details)

Penny Wars happening in
front of Dalys’

(November 28th - December 2nd)

P R E V I E W

Community and the holiday spirit join together 
By Jason Mount

CHRISTMAS is coming to campus 
early with a production of  “White 
Christmas,” running from Nov. 
16-20.

Director and Professor of  Musical 
Theater Robin Lewis said the show is 
about finding one’s “inner Christmas,” 
as it is centered around a group of  four 
performers who create a show in a 
Vermont lodge around Christmas time.

The musical will showcase lots of  
1950s style singing and dancing as a 
“throwback to the Hollywood musi-
cals,” said Lewis. The show is also 
going to include tap dancing routines.

Lewis noted that the production’s 
themes of  love, friendship and commu-
nity are all important in light of  current 
events in the news.

“It’s about not just taking care of  
yourself, but taking care of  others,” he 
said. “I think that speaks to what’s hap-
pening in our world right now.”

“White Christmas” also hits home 
as a Christmas tradition for some 
people. 

“‘White Christmas’ has been one 
of  my favorite shows since I was very 
young; I wanted to be a part of  it any 
way that I could,” junior musical the-
ater major Nicholas Ziobro said.

Ziobro, who plays the character 
of  Bob Wallace, said he looked to the 

movie and analyzed it several times in 
preparation for his role. He also looked 
to Bing Crosby, who plays Bob Wallace 
in the film adaptation, for inspiration.

“[Bob Wallace] is a Broadway and 
TV star in the ’50s, who can be a little 
rough around the edges, but is really a 
big softie at heart,” Ziobro described. 
“He is very passionate about what he 
does and the people around him.”

The production is gearing up to be a 
holiday extravaganza, and the pres-
sure intensified, as Lewis explained 
that finding the “old movie style” for 

choreography and singing proved to be 
somewhat of  a challenge. 

“It’s just a huge production,” Lewis 
said. “This is one of  the biggest shows 
I’ve done here.”

When asked about what he thinks 
are highlights of  the production, Ziobro 
said, “The cast has been so much fun 
to work with, and the music is just out-
standing. The set and the lighting and 
dance numbers are all spectacular.”

Lewis said “White Christmas” 
means a lot to him, too. 

“To me, it’s not just about Christmas 

and the holidays; it’s about love and 
taking care of  each other,” Lewis said. 
“I find that students have also taken 
care of  each other not just in the show, 
but in the process as well.”

With the holiday spirit in mind, 
Ziobro hopes the message of  taking 
care of  one another sticks with the 
audience. 

“I think everyone will walk away 
with a big smile on their face, and 
hopefully feel obligated to go out and 
help those in need this holiday season 
— that’s really what the show is about,” 
said Ziobro.

Lewis hopes that the audiences real-
ize the theme of  community, but also 
hopes they take away something else.

“I think what I want people to take 
out of  it is the support of  the arts here 
at Rider,” Lewis said. “The arts just 
need support in general. I want people 
to say, ‘You know, I want to see another 
production here at Rider,’ because 
they’re really good.”

Tickets are available online at rider.
edu/arts, over the phone or at the box office. 
Admission is $25 for adults, $20 for seniors 
and non-Rider students. Preview performance 
tickets are sold at the door for $9. 

Kelly Prendergast and Nicholas Ziobro star as Betty Haynes and Bob Wallace in Rider’s production 
of Irving Berlin’s classic musical, “White Christmas.”
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By Jessica Hergert

GETTING a view of  elephants and lions in 
Africa, navigating on bicycles in Amsterdam 
and dog sledding in Alaska were just a few 
things Walter Chang experienced on his 

backpacking journey, he told a packed audience in 
the Cavalla Room on Nov. 9.

Every year, the Languages, Literatures and 
Cultures Department (LLC) at Rider hosts a fall 
colloquium that features a guest speaker or a 
culturally-enriching activity, according to Chair of  
the LLC Department Daria Cohen.

This year was unique because the LLC 
partnered with the Shared Read program, the 
Baccalaureate Honors Program (BHP), the Center 
for International Education and the Liberal 
Arts and Sciences Department to host Chang’s 
presentation. 

“We were eager to have Walter come to Rider 
because we wanted students to hear about the 
first-hand travel experiences of  someone not 
much older than the average undergraduate,” 
Cohen said.

Chang spent three years traveling to more than 
60 countries, immersing himself  in the culture of  
each.

From the experience, Chang was able to 
publish a crowd-funded book titled, “We Call this 
Home: Images and Impressions from Backpacking 
Around the World.”

Chang began the presentation by showing a 
short film he made, portraying a glimpse of  the 

wonders he saw backpacking. The film showed the 
different terrains, weather conditions and people 
he met while abroad. 

A New York University graduate with a degree 
in film and television, Chang said at the begin-
ning of  his presentation, “It all started in 2008…” 
when the stock market crashed and jobs were hard 
to come by.

He feared moving back in with his parents and 
not being able to do what he loved. 

While living in New York City, he was hired at 
a company where he was working 60-80 hours a 
week.

Chang says that “complacency set in,” and that 
he was “living in the greatest city but not enjoying 
it.” 

He had never heard of  backpacking before but 
decided that traveling would allow him to “get 
back into what he was passionate about.”

Aside from the once-in-a-lifetime experience 
the trip would give him, Chang expressed he had 
another goal: to be the number one result when 
he searched for his own name on Google.

Chang sold everything he owned, slept on the 
office couch where he worked and showered at 
the local gym in order to save up the money to go 
abroad. 

When asked about what he packed for the trip, 
Chang said, “Take everything you think you’ll 
need and cut it in half.” 

Armed with his backpack and camera, Chang 
set out to see the world. 

He spent roughly two weeks to a month in each 
country before he felt he should move on to recap-
ture the excitement a new country provided. 

Through his breathtaking photos, Chang 
described some of  his favorite memories abroad, 
even including some humorous, bizarre and even 
scary moments.

He highlighted New Zealand as having some 
of  the most amazing landscapes that he described 
as being “like you’re in a screensaver.”

He ate a variety of  foods that seem bizarre 
to Americans but are common in the particular 
country he was in, such as guinea pig, pigeon and 
Balut, a fertilized duck embryo. 

He also told a myriad of  different stories that 
caused the audience to gasp, bewildered by the 
cultures Chang experienced. 

While traveling through Africa, Chang 
recounted numerous instances when animals, 
including elephants, lions, hippos and baboons, 
came right into his campsite.

In India, one of  the few countries he claims 
to have actually gotten “culture shock” in, he 
explains that the people bathe in a river, where 
other members of  the community are disposing of  
their deceased loved one’s ashes upstream. 

From hiking the Everest base camp, to navigat-
ing through thousands of  bicycles in Amsterdam, 
to traditional dog sledding in Alaska, it seemed 
Chang had stories from every part of  the globe. 

The question for Chang on everybody’s mind 
was which country was his favorite to visit, to 

which he responded, “Brazil, Myanmar and 
Zimbabwe.”

“Traveling is about cultivating your creativity,” 
Chang said as he discussed more stories. 

Although the experiences he had were amaz-
ing, Chang said that the people he met made the 
greatest impressions.

He moved the audience by sharing how a man 
from Brazil had inspired Chang to crowd-fund his 
book about his travels and how a woman he met 
in Belarus is now his fianceé.  

Chang is now back in the states; he says back-
packing is behind him, although he is still “always 
trying to do something new.”

Cohen believed Chang’s story was impactful 
and inspirational to the students. 

“The challenges and rewards of  world travel 
yield not only knowledge of  other cultures, but 
also a greater awareness of  one’s own culture and 
oneself,” she said. “Exploring the world promotes 
tolerance, sensitivity to cultural differences, intel-
lectual curiosity and international engagement.”

She said that Chang’s story was important 
because it tied all of  the elements of  global aware-
ness together. 

With his growing success, Chang is proud to 
say that he is now, in fact, the first picture that 
comes up when he Googles his name.

Chang’s short film is available at 
wecallthishome.com, as well as links to purchase 
his stunning book of  photography.

R E V I E W

Captivating and cultural
By Samantha Brandbergh

AUDIENCE members were faced 
with gripping questions during 
spoken word artist Elizabeth 
Acevedo’s performance in the 

pub on Nov. 11 
“Do you know how easy it is to for-

get a pot of  beans when you’re numb?” 
she asked them.

This line, from her poem “Beloved, 
Or If  You Are Murdered Tomorrow” 
refers to the night she heard of  the 
Jordan Davis case going to trial while 
she was making beans and rice. The 
incident took place in 2012, when 
Davis, a 17-year-old black boy, was shot 
at a gas station in Jacksonville, Florida, 
over loud music. 

Acevedo was inspired to write this 
poem, she said, after her fiancé told her 
to leave him, for the fear he may not 
come home. 

“He said, ‘I’m a bad bet; I might 
not live long enough to make you a 
wife,’” she said. “For him to make this 
statement was the most distraught I’ve 
ever seen him. We were learning a new 
name every week, a new hashtag, a new 
man who looked like him.”

The pub provided an intimate 
setting for the equally intimate and 
personal poems being performed. 

Sophomore popular music studies 
major Alexis Green, who won Rider’s 
Got Talent last year, and sophomore 
political science major Dalin Hackley 
opened the show, each performing 
pieces which mourned those lost to 
police brutality. 

“Did all lives matter before or after 
Sean Bell was shot the night before his 
wedding, and his bride-to-be had to 
walk down what seemed like a dread-
ful memory lane instead of  an aisle to 
see the man she loved dead before she 

had the chance to say ‘till death do us 
part,’” Green recited from her poem 
“Dream Deferred.” 

Hackley’s piece “I Am the Change” 
expressed how the news can hit home 
for many people, including himself. 

“One out of  three black men, 
at some point, will be locked up for 
rehabilitation, not addiction, incarcera-
tion,” he recited. “So you look into my 
mother’s eyes and see the realization 
that she has four black sons and one of  
us might get taken.” 

These chilling and emotional works 
were just a preview of  what was to 
come for the remainder of  the evening. 

Acevedo performed an array of  
poems containing themes of  race, 
gender and culture, particularly in one 
entitled “Afro-Latina.”

“My parents’ tongue was a gift I 
quickly forgot, after I learned my peers 
didn’t understand it, I rejected,” she 
recited. “Much preferring Happy Meals 
and Big Macs, straightening my hair in 
imitation of  Barbie. I was embarrassed 
of  my grandmother’s colorful skirts and 
my mother’s [broken English] which 
cracked my pride when she spoke.” 

Acevedo blended English and 
Spanish throughout the poem, honor-
ing her Dominican heritage she once 
never fully embraced.

Although many of  her poems are 
sad and thought-provoking, she shifted 
themes and recited a poem she wrote 
after her fiancé suggested she write 
about joy.

Although she told the audience she 
“failed” at writing a happy piece, the 
final product, entitled “Bittersweet Love 
Poem,” successfully told a story of  find-
ing the one you love while still being 
independent. 

“I’ve learned that being my own 

woman meant listening to no church 
bells ’cause I’ve already acquired all the 
choir I need,” she recited as the audi-
ence cheered and snapped.

Acevedo also took the opportunity to 
talk about the election results with the 
audience, explaining how she stayed up 
until the early morning watching the 
polls, hoping for a “miracle.” 

As a result, she wrote a poem the 
next day, which she read from her 
phone. 

“I know a myth about a man — it’s 
always a man — who received word 
about a disaster. He built a wooden 
structure, he put all the creatures in it,” 
she recited, comparing Donald Trump’s 
plans as president to Noah’s Ark. 

“But an ark is not a country, and we 
were never the sheep; we were always 
the flood,” she recited. “The black, the 
brown, the Latinx, the Pacific Islander, 
the indigenous people and Muslim and 
queer and trans and woman and we are 
rising, don’t you see? We will cover this 
whole country before we ever recede.” 
Her voice soared as she read these 
last lines, and the audience erupted in 
applause.

Acevedo ended her 45-minute set 

by reciting a rap verse she wrote as a 
teenager. She explained to the audience 
she wanted to be a hip-hop artist, but 
Bow Wow “took [her] spot.” 

The piece had smooth hip-hop lines 
such as “I’m not Diana Ross but I reign 
supreme,” as well as motivational ones. 

“Stop sleepwalking, create dreams 
while you’re awake,” she recited. “And 
remember, that gods don’t make mis-
takes. And remember, the gods in us 
never make mistakes.” As she made her 
way back onto the stage, Acevedo was 
met with a standing ovation from the 
audience. 

Although the tone of  some of  her 
poems are somber, Acevedo’s breaks 
between them showed her humility, tell-
ing stories to the audience ranging from 
her childhood to present day.

Her poems of  race, class, gender, 
culture and, occasionally, love, allowed 
the audience members to leave feeling 
inspired and driven to make a change. 

Acevedo’s poetry collection book “Beastgirl 
& Other Origin Myths” is currently avail-
able on yesyesbooks.com.

Inspiring wanderlust through 	lm, 
photography and backpacking
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Spoken word artist Elizabeth Acevedo performed a collection of emotional and culturally-driven 
poems in the pub on Nov. 11
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Cappadocia, Turkey (above); Saigon, Vietnam (left); and Pyongyang, North 
Korea were just a few of the sites Chang visited while backpacking.

Photographer and filmmaker Walter Chang 
presented his short film and photos from around the 
world on Nov. 9. Chang recently spent three years 
backpacking to over 60 countries.

By Emily Klingman

THIS year’s season of  giving is starting strong, with 
the Rider club ice hockey team’s annual Pink 
in the Rink event last Saturday, Nov. 5. In their 
fifth year running this event, the team raised over 

$1,500 in the name of  breast cancer research.
During the yearly event, the rink is decorated by 

the student managers with pink banners, ribbons and 
streamers. The players wear specially-made jerseys 
and everyone in attendance is encouraged to wear 
plenty of  pink. A raffle is also held, and this year, the 
giveaways included a pink Kate Spade bag and wallet, 
and two NFL autographed pictures. 

Last year, the team donated the Pink in the Rink 
funds to the Vera Bradley Foundation for Breast 
Cancer. The funds raised last weekend will be donated 
to a charity yet to be named by the players. 

Senior accounting major and team president Brett 
Ansbacher believes the team continues to host Pink 
in the Rink every year because it is the idea of  their 
“brotherhood” supporting “a cause close to all our 
hearts.”

“When we began with the Pink in the Rink idea, it 
was a huge success,” said Ansbacher. “Back then, we 
actually auctioned off  our jerseys at the game to raise 
even more donations for the horrible illness. Over 
time, we found new ways to raise even more money 
without auctioning off  the jerseys, including the sale 
of  Rider ice hockey T-shirts in honor of  the Pink in 
the Rink event.”

Stefanie Roche, head manager for the hockey team, 
said what keeps the team encouraged to put on the 
event every year is how connected the players and 
coaches are to the culture of  giving back.

“At the end of  the day, it’s important for us to 
remember that ice hockey is a game, and we love 
being able to share what we love and raise money for 
a cause,” she said. “Unfortunately, the majority of  
people know someone who was affected by breast can-
cer in one way or another, and this is just something 
small we can do to support a larger cause.”

The buzz that comes with the event every year cre-
ates such a boost in team morale, too.

“The energy of  the Pink in the Rink weekend is 

contagious,” said Roche. “The players, the staff  and 
the team’s family and friends look forward to it every 
year, and the players are committed and passionate 
about putting on a successful event each year.”

Ansbacher agreed that the event is a huge boost to 
team morale, and credits part of  that to the excite-
ment of  wearing the special jerseys. 

“It is such an honor and such a special event to be 
a part of, especially knowing how much of  an impact 
it has on people,” he said.  

While he feels it’s unfortunate that so many people 
are connected to breast cancer, Ansbacher believes 
the event has such an impact on Rider’s community 
because it’s a way to fight back against it.

“I feel that the overall event has such an impact on 
so many people that regardless of  if  you like the sport 
of  hockey or not, people want to contribute in any 
way that they can,” said Ansbacher.

The preparation for the special event starts about 
six months ahead of  the weekend, right when the 

season’s games are being finalized. According to 
Roche, once the season starts, the staff  works along-
side the team’s executive board to plan the year’s 
activities, raffles and promotions. 

As the team manager, Roche’s Pink in the Rink 
duty is to oversee planning and coordinating the 
resources needed. She is essentially the facilitator 
between the coaches, who finalize the game dates; the 
players, who work on event publicity and transporta-
tion for fans from campus, in addition to arranging 
donations and sponsors; and the managers, who 
coordinate the donations, run the raffles and create 
decorations for the rink.

While Ansbacher leads the ordering of  the event’s 
jerseys and coordinating the charity, he credits most of  
the work to the team’s student managers. 

“They do a superb job of  getting the rink set up 
on the day of  the event, and managing all raffles and 
T-shirt and ticket sales,” he said. “The event would be 
nowhere near as successful as it is without them.” 

Pink in the Rink gives back, unites community

On Nov. 5, the Rider ice hockey team’s fifth annual Pink in the Rink event raised over $1,500 for breast cancer research. 
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Election gripes can’t 
pause progress
SITTING in a classroom, I never 

imagined I would see some of  
my peers cry. Logging onto 
social media, I never considered 

that my friends and family held the 
strong opinions they expressed. And 
looking around me, I never thought I 
would witness the nation react to this 
election with such intense but delicate 
emotions. 

I can’t blame anyone for these 
actions. For many people, regardless 
of  whom they voted for, this election 
cycle was highly tumultuous and felt 
way too long. And for many of  us 
millennials, this was the first election 
we could vote in and we became 
rightfully engaged. I know when I 
sent in my ballot, many of  my emo-
tions were tied to it. 

However, what I can’t justify are 
the feelings of  hatred and helpless-
ness that have permeated following 
the election. 

Nearly everyone I know was emo-
tional last Tuesday night and all of  
Wednesday, regardless of  whom they 
voted for. However, the heightened 
emotions that have been unleashed 
by this election’s outcome are not an 
excuse for the way people have been 
personally attacking one another. 

We don’t all have to agree on 
which candidate should have won. 
We don’t all have to share a politi-
cal view. And, sometimes, discussing 
our differences can be enlightening 
for everyone involved. But attacking 
someone as a person is uncalled for 
and rather immature.

But hatred following this election 
is not only coming in the form of  
angry Facebook comments. Since 
the election, the Southern Poverty 
Law Center reports it has received 
over 200 reports of  hate crimes. 
At the University of  Pennsylvania, 
black students were added to a 
GroupMe conversation that attacked 
them racially, including threats 
of  daily lynchings and photos of  
black lynchings from the past. In 
New York, swastikas were drawn on 
dorms at the New School in New 
York City. 

However, the violence following 
this election is not one-sided. While 
everyone has a first amendment 
right to protest the new president, 
the destruction of  property is illegal 
and intolerable. In addition, radical 
liberals have been violently lash-
ing out against Donald Trump 
supporters. 

There is never any excuse for 
attacking any group of  people sim-
ply for their race, sexuality, disability 
or beliefs. The president does not 
matter. Your personal views do not 
matter. A hate crime is still a hate 
crime, and it is still reprehensible 
and illegal. 

For many people, these incidents 
have created a sense of  helplessness. 
Individuals who did not vote for 
Trump think he will ruin everything 
they love and believe there is noth-
ing they can do about it. 

This is not true. Civic and social 
engagement doesn’t end when all 

the votes are counted and a new 
president is named. It doesn’t end 
when your views win or lose. And it 
doesn’t end with posts on Twitter or 
Facebook that declare it’s all over.

If  you are afraid that this country 
will lose its values, then you need to 
stand up for them. For example, if  
you’re worried about women’s rights, 
then donate to Planned Parenthood. 
If  you’re afraid of  what will happen 
to immigrants, look into advo-
cacy groups such as the National 
Immigration Forum and donate to 
them, too. 

Scream about why the environ-
ment is important. Never stop 
fighting for lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, queer/questioning and 
asexual rights. Keep yelling about 
equality. Sign all the petitions and 
utilize your first amendment right to 
peacefully protest. 

And if  you support Trump, his 
campaign or his policies, then don’t 
sit there quietly and watch. Make 
sure you also use your voice to 
support and lead him in the right 
direction.

The real point here is, regardless 
of  beliefs, if  we want a movement of  
any kind, we can’t wait for someone 
else to start it. Many millennials may 
feel that we’re too young to really 
change anything. We can barely 
stomach the fact that we’re adults 
now. 

But that’s just it. We’re adults 
now. And we are the future educa-
tors, scholars and influencers of  this 
country. We can’t forego the oppor-
tunity to shape it.

Don’t think the political process 
is paused for another four years. If  
you’re unhappy with this election’s 
outcome, then make sure you vote 
in the midterm election on Nov. 
6, 2018, where all 435 seats of  the 
House of  Representatives and 33 
seats in the Senate will be contested. 
And if  you are satisfied with the 
outcome of  the election, then don’t 
sit idly by in 2018. Fight for what 
you believe in and fight to ensure 
that your views remain reflected in 
the government. 

This is all essential for every 
person in this country. However, it is 
absolutely necessary that we college 
students and millennials understand 
our role in all of  this. We are not 
helpless. We are not too young. Our 
voices always matter, especially if  we 
speak up all together.

Millennials stand as the founda-
tion for change in this country. The 
only time the nation will crumble is 
when we can no longer stand to hold 
it up. But if  we band together and 
keep our feet firmly on the ground, 
then all of  us will be able to hold on 
as we carry this great nation into its 
future. 
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Uniting for growth, safety
AS a campus, we need to unite as 

one. I will say this time and time 
again and I will stand by this 
until the day I die — we cannot 

allow hate to win. We banded together 
in times when catastrophic attacks shook 
the Earth to its core, and we can and 
will come together now. Don’t let our 
campus be divided over something that 
we can overcome. 

Even if  you feel like you can’t stand 
up and outright say something to the 
people who are harassing and attack-
ing someone, you can still do some-
thing. You can get the person out of  
that situation by walking up to them 
and asking if  they would be OK with 
you walking with them. You can make 
sure the person being put down isn’t 
alone by just standing with them. Not 
speaking up is OK if  you’re afraid or 
feel like you can’t, as long as you don’t 
just keep your head down and walk by. 
Do something. Do anything. Get them 

out of  the situation they are in and get 
them to some place safe. 

America was founded on principles 
of  religious freedom — a country for all 
peoples and a democracy to be revered. 
This is not an argument of  who has 
it worse, who is more afraid or who 
is more persecuted. Everyone has the 
fundamental right to their own opinion, 
but we cannot allow these differences 
to divide us this way. Everyone who is 
afraid has the same fear at the end of  
the day. Let’s band together to alleviate 
that fear by stopping the violence and 
standing with all those who are afraid 
and who are being attacked. 

America is so divided right now and 
it shouldn’t be this way. It shouldn’t be 
a battle of  who has it worse or whose 
fear is worse. Anyone on either side 
has every right to fear what they fear. 
It should 
be com-
munities 
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G R E E N  CO R N E R

Sustainable societies 	ght hunger and homelessness
WINTER is coming, and Rider students will 

soon be enjoying the heat in their dorm 

Daly’s, Cranberry’s or the Dining Com-
mons. With access to these resources as cold weather 

-

events caused by climate change in recent years, the 

losing their homes and seeing their communities 
destroyed in new ways. Changing climates mean ris-
ing sea levels and worsening droughts, among many 

-
erates with the changing climate. 

rise is a real concern.”

-
ing days, students can attend educational events to 

-

—Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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Post-election unity
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion

THIS 

to your brain: the holidays.

through the Winter Wonderland that is 

the strategy behind why the holidays 

economy, retailers are trying to squeeze 
-

ers during the winter season, and that 
means starting early. This year, retail 

year, according to the International 

-

decorations wins.

Halloween, according to the National 
Retail Federation. 

-
tions and music allow everyone to start 

them in the mood to be a little more 

-

a care in the world. What better time 

Year.
—Alexis Schulz

Senior journalism major   

THE leaves on the trees are turning 

-

whether November is too early to begin 

red and green as soon as Halloween 

chagrin. However, even the staunchest 

themes in November as inevitable. 

but Christmas, or any winter holiday, is 

celebrates Christmas, and I love the 
season. I love selecting a tree. I love 

-
ebrate early and show your loved ones 

their own bottom-line. 
I don’t resent business leaders trying 

Christmas is coming. The only ones 

-

goodwill but let’s remember that busi-

-

—Adam Rivera 
Business communication graduate student

FACE-OFF

Spreading holiday 
cheer in November

FACE-OFF

Slow down the 
Christmas craze

each other.
To read the full version of  this article, please visit theridernews.com

—Caroline Sasser
Junior digital media major
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Where did my 
favorite menu item go?

I have an allergy,        is this
okay for me to eat?         Can I
customize     my order. Can
I make a substition?
What are the nutrition

facts for this 
dish? Where

can I make a
suggestion?

How can I
take food

out?

@Rider_Dining@RiderDining /RiderDining

...............................................
BY CAMPUS STUDENT LIVING

HURRY!  THE POINT IS ALMOST SOLD OUT!
Chances are with over 85% of the Point rented to students from the two major 

colleges in town, you’re going to know a lot of people here.
Come see why our fully furnished apartments 

that sleep up to four are easily the best deal in town.
Don’t ask us.  Ask your friends.  Chances are, they got The Point.

Call 609-301-4000 to see for yourself or visit OFFcampusNJ.com

1573 Parkside Avenue at Spruce Street, Ewing Township

Pet 
Friendly 

Also
Reserving
2017/2018
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Sports
AT H L E T I C S

Rider adds Ott to lead sports information section
By Carlos Toro

LESS than two weeks ago, Rider’s 
new sports communication director 
was coordinating sporting events 
for the Broncs’ Jersey-Shore rival 

Monmouth.
Now, former assistant sports infor-

mation director of  the Hawks Greg Ott 
has entered the Broncs’ Zoo after weeks 
of  searching.

Having spent many years in the 
MAAC, Ott doesn’t think he’ll have to 
make adjustments moving to a bigger 
role.

“I’ve been around the MAAC for so 
long, I know everyone already from all 
the schools,” Ott said. “I don’t have to 
adjust to the new environment. If  any-
thing, people will have to adjust to me. 
Just the other day, I had someone email 
my Monmouth email, which obviously 
is now discontinued.”

Ott replaced Bud Focht and Brian 
Solomon, who were serving Rider 
as sports information director and 
assistant sports information director, 
respectively. Ott assumed the role on 
Nov. 7, with the official announcement 
being made on Nov. 9. Focht retired 
from his position back in October, and 
Solomon decided to pursue a career in 
accounting and left the position.

Ott said being able to work as head 
of  a Sports Information Department 
and to work with Rider staff  is some-
thing he could not pass up.

“Being able to work with people 
such as [Athletic Director] Don 
Harnum and [Associate Athletic 

Director] Karin Torchia is a great 
opportunity,” Ott said. “I know what 
[President] Dell’Omo has done over at 
Robert Morris and he has a big inter-
est in athletics. I know he has a strong 
vision for Rider Athletics.”

Ott’s career in college athletics 
began as a sports information graduate 
assistant at Quinnipiac from 2005-07. 

He then moved on to a much bigger 
school as an intern at Iowa State. Ott 
worked from July to December of  2007.
He said that the experience of  working 
at Iowa State helped him advance in 
his career.

“After Quinnipiac, I wanted to go 
to a school with a football program,” 
Ott said. “I learned a lot from working 
there.”

Ott then moved back to Quinnipiac 
where he stayed for four more years as 
an assistant sports information direc-
tor from 2007-11. He then became 
an assistant athletic director of  com-
munications at Monmouth, his last 
workplace before taking the head job at 
Rider.

Ott earned his bachelor’s degree in 
communications and sports journalism 
and English from Springfield College 
in Massachusetts. He is currently in 
the procress of  earning his master’s 
degree in journalism from Quinnipiac 
University.

Brian Solomon, who worked as 
Rider’s assistant sports information 
director from 2000, said the school will 
benefit a lot from Ott’s experience and 
work ethic.

“I think Greg will do an excellent 
job,” Solomon said. “Greg had an 
excellent reputation both at Monmouth 
and Quinnipiac as not only an excellent 
writer, but a tireless worker, and I think 
Rider made a strong choice from an 
excellent field of  candidates.”

Ott’s role as Rider’s sports informa-
tion director includes working with 
athletics on a day-to-day basis, manag-
ing statistics from the school’s various 
teams, writing various game stories and 
articles on the official Rider Athletics 
website, gobroncs.com, and promoting 

the school’s hundreds of  athletes.
“A lot of  the programs here are 

successful, as evidenced by the men’s 
soccer team qualifying for the NCAA 
Tournament again,” Ott said. “Success 
like that starts from the top. It’s all 
about staying ahead of  the curve and 
working diligently to help promote the 
student-athletes we have here at Rider. 
I’m excited to be taking the next step in 
my career at Rider.”

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Freshman breathes new life, helps Broncs win season opener
By Brandon Scalea

A NEW-LOOK offense for the men’s basketball team 
seems to be clicking early. 

After a dismal 1-8 start to the 2015-16 
season, Rider started its season 1-0 for the first 

time since 2013-14, convincingly beating a back-to-
back NCAA Tournament team, Hampton, 67-56.

The Broncs led for the entire game and, other than 
a brief  moment in the second half  when the Pirates 
closed the deficit to two, they were in control. All five 
of  Rider’s starters scored at least nine points. 

Senior forward Kahlil Thomas thinks the game was 
a good example of  how the team has improved since 
last season.

“Every win is big, but this one was big because it 
was a real good test,” he said. “We got off  to a good 
start early and we never looked back.”

Freshman guard Stevie Jordan proved he could be 
a dangerous player this season, going off  for 14 points 
and five assists in his collegiate debut. He earned 
MAAC Rookie-of-the-Week honors for his play.

Senior forward Xavier Lundy also had 14 points, 
all in the first half.

Rider and Hampton exchanged three-pointers to 
start the contest, before the Broncs opened a 9-0 run 
to create separation. Rider kept up its offensive flow 
and did not let its lead dwindle by much throughout 
the first half.

They led by as much as 17 in the first half, when it 
was 27-10 about 14 minutes in. 

The Pirates threatened to chip away, but senior 
guard Jimmie Taylor, who eclipsed the 1,000 career 
point mark late last season, nailed a three-pointer at 
the halftime buzzer to give the Broncs a 36-24 lead. 
Taylor had nine points and three steals. 

The Broncs shot just under 50 percent from the 
field in the first half, to Hampton’s meager 27.3 
percent. 

In the second, the home team made it a close 

basketball game after Rider started the half  with a 6-0 
run. Jordan continued his contributions in his debut 
with four straight points in that run, which gave Rider 
a 42-24 lead with just under 18 minutes remaining in 
the game.

With eight minutes left in regulation, the Pirates 
used a 10-0 run to cut the Rider lead to 50-48, and 
the crowd of  2,152 was getting into it. Hampton’s 
Kalin Fisher led the way with 14 points and Jermaine 
Marrow had 13. 

With the Broncs leading by just two at that point, 
graduate forward and Southern Mississippi transfer 
Norville Carey hit a lay-up for the first two of  eight 
straight Rider points. The Broncs would also score 
15 of  the last 19 to knock off  the two-time defending 
MEAC champion. 

One consequence the Broncs’ faster-paced offense  
could be facing early on in the season is the high 

number of  turnovers committed. Rider committed 20 
turnovers, which is far more than the 12.79 turnovers 
per game committed last season, and more than 
Hampton’s 19 turnovers.

Rider not only dominated Hampton in the paint, 
outscoring the Pirates in that category 34-28, but it 
also took advantage of  the Pirates’ mistakes. Rider 
scored 21 points off  turnovers, while Hampton only 
managed to muster up 13 points, despite 
Rider committing more turnovers in the season 
opener. 

The win is a positive step for the Broncs, as it took 
them four games before winning their first game last 
year. The team also faced a difficult non-conference 
schedule last year, facing ranked teams Maryland and 
Providence on the road en route to a 4-7 record in 
non-MAAC games.

Carey finished with 13 points and six assists and 
Thomas had 11 points, shooting 5 of  6 from the field. 

Thomas thinks the duo of  him and Carey down 
low will be a great dynamic. 

“I think we’re going to be very tough to stop,” he 
said. “Last year, they always doubled me up. If  one of  
us is doubled, the other one is going to be open. We 
both can score down low.” 

The Broncs are back in action on Nov. 16 when 
they head up to Hartford, whom they beat in double 
overtime last season. Rider then has a tough test 
against South Florida on Nov. 19, in Tampa. The 
game against South Florida will be broadcasted on 
ESPN3.

The Broncs don’t have their home opener until 
Dec. 1, against Fairfield in Rider’s MAAC-season 
opener. The Broncs lost both games against Fairfield 
last season, with both games being decided by five 
points or less.

Greg Ott has been working as Rider’s sports information director since Nov. 7, replacing Bud Focht.

Freshman Stevie Jordan finished with 14 points against Hampton
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Inside today: Men’s 
basketball opens 
the season with big 
road win.        Page 11Sports

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Two sweet: Men’s soccer wins MAAC again
By Carlos Toro

AFTER an exciting semifinal match 
that saw the Broncs beat Siena 
in a penalty shootout, Rider beat 
tournament-hosts and regular-

season-champion Quinnipiac 3-1 in the 
championship game to win its second 
straight MAAC Championship.

The Broncs (13-3-3, 7-1-2 MAAC) 
will face Vermont in the first round of  
the NCAA Tournament on Nov. 17.

Head Coach Charlie Inverso said 
he is proud of  his team’s accomplish-
ments for this year, but they will have to 
adjust quickly to playing in the NCAA 
Tournament just days removed from 
playing in the MAAC Championship 
game.

“There’s a little bit of  a different feel 
to it,” Inverso said. “In both games, we 
had to grind it out. When it’s all said 
and done, it still takes a while to sink in. 
What’s different about this year is that 
we don’t have as much time to rest and 
enjoy the win. It’s weird that after the 
MAAC season is over, we have to play 
another game, but that is a good reality 
that we want to be in.”

Rider had a spot in the semifinals 
secured after finishing second in the 
MAAC standings during the regular 
season. The Broncs faced Siena in the 
semifinals on Nov. 9 and both teams’ 
offenses were on display in the match.

Both teams scored within 40 
seconds of  each other, starting with 
senior forward Christian Flath putting 
the Broncs on the board in the 38th 
minute. It was Flath’s first game back 
since suffering a broken nose against 
Siena (8-8-5, 6-3-1 MAAC) on Oct. 8. 
The goal was assisted by junior forward 
Elliott Otmani. 

Inverso said having Flath back in the 
fold helped the team in the semifinal 
and final games. He also gave credit to 
the team’s trainer, Karen Vassalluzzo, 
who helped Christian recover as quickly 
as possible.

“Having Christian back is great and 
credit should go to our trainer, who 
might be the team MVP in the past two 
years, because she has gotten the team  
healthy at the right time in each of  the 
past two seasons,” Inverso said.

Once Flath was confirmed to be 
returning to the conference tourna-
ment, Rider took a risk in how it played 
Flath.

“Our assistant coach Victor 
Kotynski thought of  an idea of  putting 
Christian up front at striker and he’s 
barely played that in his life,” Inverso 
said. “It was a little bit of  a gamble, but 
it was great seeing Christian come back 
and play so well against Siena, the team 
that he played when his nose was bro-
ken in three different places. It was kind 
of  like poetic justice that he scored the 
first goal of  that game and he scored 
the game-winning penalty kick. It was 
also fitting that he got the assist on the 
first goal in the championship and he 
kept his composure in trying to get the 
ball to Elliott to score.”

Despite the great start, the Broncs’ 
fortunes quickly soured when, less than 
a minute after the goal, they scored an 
own-goal after a Siena cross. 

Rider finished the first half  with 
nine shot attempts while the Saints had 
seven shot attempts. About five minutes 
into the second half, Siena took the 
lead thanks to a penalty kick. Siena 
forward Alexander Tejera scored the 
second goal. 

Rider’s offense then took off, trying 
to score the game-tying goal. Amidst 
the 12 shots the Broncs attempted in 
the second half, one of  them finally 
found the net in the 76th minute. 
Clement Bourret scored thanks to 
an assist from junior midfielder Jose 
Aguinaga and Otmani.

But after that goal, no team was able 
to score for the remainder of  regulation 
and in two 10-minute overtime peri-
ods, forcing the game to be decided by 
penalty shootout.  

Since Aguinaga and Otmani 
couldn’t score their respective penalty 
kicks, junior goalkeeper Ryan Baird 
blocked three of  Siena’s penalty kicks 
to give Rider the 3-1 shootout win. 
Flath, midfielders Fernando Pina and 
Adrien Huss scored for Rider.

Flath said the team still believed it 
could pull off  the win and advance to 
the finals, despite an early deficit in the 
shoot-out.

“After we missed the first two penal-
ties, I told the guys we are going to 
be fine,” Flath said. “They just need 
to believe in it. Anything can happen 
in a penalty shootout and we are very 
lucky having a goalkeeper like Ryan, 
who came up big for us all year. It was 
a very tough game against Siena but we 
left anything out there on the field and 
we got rewarded.”

In the championship against 
Quinnipiac (13-7, 8-2 MAAC), a team 
Rider had already defeated on the road 
a couple of  weeks prior, Rider was 
in control of  the game, limiting the 
Bobcats to just two shot attempts in the 
first half. 

The visiting Broncs took the lead in 
the 42nd minute when Otmani scored. 
Flath was credited with the assist. 

Quinnipiac tied the game in the 51st 

minute when Bobcats defender Conor 
McCoy shot the tying goal thanks to an 
assist from midfielder James Doig.

Bourret took it upon himself  to 
give Rider the lead once more in the 
62nd minute. Bourret dribbled the ball 
deep into Quinnipiac’s own field and 
launched a rapid-fire shot just outside 
Quinnipiac’s goal box between two 
Quinnipiac defenders to give Rider the 
2-1 lead. But the Broncs did not stop at 
two goals scored. 

With less than six minutes remain-
ing, Aguinaga doubled the team’s lead 
in the 85th minute. Aguinaga raced a 
defender from Quinnipiac on the left 
side of  the field to get the ball. He then 
dribbled the ball into the box, separat-
ing himself  from a defender and scored 
the goal on the near-side post.

The Bobcats tried to get back into 
the game, driving the ball multiple 
times into Rider territory, but were 
unable to find the net as Rider cel-
ebrated its second straight conference 
championship. 

Rider’s season started with a four-
game win streak, defeating teams such 
as Villanova on the road and Temple 
at home. After the unbeaten start, the 
Broncs were ranked in the top 25 poll 
in the nation, but they hit a bit of  a 
snag afterwards, losing their next two 
games and tying in the following game. 
Since losing at Monmouth on Oct. 4, 
Rider has not lost a game, a span of  
nine games in which Rider won seven 
times and tied twice. 

Baird was awarded with the MAAC 
Championship MVP trophy in the 
post-game ceremonies, while Otmani, 
Huss and Aguinaga were named to the 
MAAC All-tournament team.

Inverso noted the team’s ability to 
play its best soccer during the second 
half  of  the season is a big reason for 
the Broncs winning the MAAC title the 
past two seasons.

“We just seem to be peaking at the 
right time,” Inverso said. “We only lost 
once in the last 13 games and I think 
the Marist game [on Oct. 15] is what 

turned it around for us. Coming from 
behind on the road like that gave us 
the boost that we needed and it was the 
turning point of  the season. In the last 
two seasons, in October and November, 
we’ve only lost four times in 24 games.”

Vermont (13-6-1, 4-3 American 
East) competed in the American East 
Conference tournament all the way 
to the semifinals. They received an at-
large bid from the NCAA Tournament 
selection committee and get to host the 
Broncs. If  the Broncs beat Vermont, 
they will get a chance at revenge, facing 
Virginia in the second round. Virginia 
defeated Rider in the first round of  the 
2015 NCAA Tournament 2-0. 

Flath said the experience from com-
peting in last year’s NCAA tournament 
will prepare the team for the upcom-
ing game against Vermont. He said 
the feeling around winning this year’s 
MAAC Tournament isn’t the same as 
when Rider won last year.

“It is a little bit different because we 
proved that it wasn’t just luck last year,” 
Flath said. “It is a good feeling to be 
part of  a team that made history and 
hopefully the story doesn’t end anytime 
soon. We all believe that we can make 
it further than last year. Playing the 
defending champion last year was very 
exciting but I do believe that we had a 
different mentality. Every team in the 
tournament has quality and it will be 
very tough but we are ready and we will 
do our best to continue to make great 
things happen.”

Inverso said his team is still prepping 
for Vermont, but understands Rider 
has a tough road matchup ahead.

“We’re still finding out things about 
Vermont,” Inverso said. “I do know 
that they’re a big team and they have 
big players from Iceland and they’re 
a very solid team. The new coach at 
Vermont has done a really good job 
there.”

The men’s soccer team celebrates its second straight MAAC Championship. Rider will face Vermont in the first round of the NCAA Tournament on Nov. 17.
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