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Rider students pick who they want for president. 
page 8

FACING A SETBACK 
Christian Flath is waiting for his chance to return 
and help men’s soccer. page 12

By Shanna O’Mara

THERE is less than a week left until televisions around the 
country are lit by red and blue maps, less than a week until 
balloons cascade over the winning candidate and less than a 
week until it’s decided.

With only days until the election of  the next president of  the 
United States, Rider students took part in a survey, voicing their 
opinions about the fate of  the country after this historic contest.

“2016 is unlike any presidential election, certainly in the time 
that I’ve been teaching [Communication and Society: The Making 
of  the President] and maybe in presidential electoral history,” 
Myra Gutin, professor of  communication, said.

Gutin has been teaching the class every four years since 1988.
The class focuses less on the political stances of  the candidates 

and more on the strategies employed by them and their campaign 
teams. 

“It looks at presidential campaigns in terms of  communica-
tion—speeches, debates, press releases, public relations, state-
ments,” Gutin said. “Communication is the way we get to know 
the candidates. It’s their best opportunity to let us know what it is 
they care about and their priorities.”

Referring to this election as “an outlier,” Gutin explained that 
many students were disheartened by those chosen to represent the 
Republican and Democratic parties, and some even are choosing 
to sit out during the first election in which they are old enough to 
vote.

“We have two candidates that are not well-liked,” she said. 
“Many people are looking at the presidential choices as the lesser 
of  two evils. It’s fascinating because Hillary Clinton is very well-
qualified to be president, but there are 
major issues, major questions about 
her honesty. Donald Trump has no 

By James Shepherd

SEXUAL assault and college business models were 
some of  the topics debated when the College 
Republicans and College Democrats came 
together on Oct. 27 in the Bart Luedeke Center 

theater.
The event, advertised as “The Great Debate,” was 

framed as an “educational experience that explores 
both party platforms,” by President of  the Rider 
College Democrats, Ruth Del Pino.

Each team included five students. On the side of  
the College Democrats were senior political sci-
ence major Del Pino; senior history major Matthew 
Laurinavicius; junior political science major Samantha 
Bender; junior political science major Lilly Miller; and 
junior political science major Brendan Hanson.

The College Republicans were led by sophomore 
marketing major Alex Solomon; sophomore finance 
major John Driscoll; freshman history major Michael 
Lucido; freshman political science major Alexis Bailey; 
and freshman accounting major Joshua Aminov.

The debate was split into two portions. The first 
was a discussion where questions were posed by 
the moderators. The moderators were Dr. Olivia 
Newman, assistant professor, political science; Howard 
Joffe, adjunct associate professor, communication and 
journalism; and Lt. Col. Brian Price, the director of  
the combatting terrorism center at the U.S. military 

academy at West Point. The second portion was 
comprised of  questions from student organizations on 
campus.

The two parties agreed during the first question of  
the evening that one of  the main issues the university 
is facing is a lack of  diversity among staff; however, 
Solomon took things one step further.

“A very marginalized issue on campuses that isn’t 
talked about enough and that should be brought 
up more is the lack of  diversity among professors,” 
Solomon said. “The same thing as our colleagues 
said, but in a way of  academic opinion, the professors 
on college campuses are largely very liberal. And the 
amount of  conservatives in academia is declining for a 
number of  reasons, and this is one issue that needs to 
be addressed.”

This spurred on a short discussion about ‘liberal 
bias’ on college campuses, but soon this turned to the 
second main question of  the evening: sexual assault.

Solomon started the discussion by saying, “We need 
to combat this [rape culture] case by case. We can’t 
generalize rape culture on campuses; we can’t general-
ize this because I think that we need to let the legal 
system work.”

However, Laurinavicius had a retort. 
“Colleges and universities 

have an obligation to their 
students to provide 

Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump

Gary Johnson

Unknown

5 Rider
Students

125 Rider students were 
surveyed on who they were 

voting for.  The figures shown 
here represent the 102 

students who answered.

Students go head-to-head in debate on college issues
This graph shows the results of a campus survey. The Broncs represent five students voting for that candidate.

The College Republicans and Democrats debated controversial 
issues in the Bart Luedeke Center theater on Oct. 27. SEE STUDENT
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AND THE WINNER IS...
Campus-wide survey reveals student opinions on upcoming presidential election
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Turtle trouble
At least he was warm. On Oct. 24 at 2:21 p.m., 

Public Safety was dispatched to West Village on a 
report of a turtle in a room. Upon arrival, officers met 
with a female staff member who stated she found 
a turtle in a box in a student’s room. The claim was 
confirmed when officers gained access to the room 
and found the turtle in the box with a heat lamp 
over it. The resident of the room was given 48 hours 
to remove the turtle and she is being charged for 
violating student social codes. The matter has been 
referred to the Office of Community Standards.

Vape session
No smoking zone, or vaping. On Oct. 24 at 9:15 

p.m., while Public Safety was on a park walk and talk, 
they were dispatched to Conover Hall because of a 
fire alarm activation. Upon arrival, officers were able 
to locate the room where the alarm was activated 
and gained access to it. They met with a student 
outside of the room who said the alarm was activated 
because his roommate and his friend were vaping. 
Both students in question confirmed they had been 
vaping and they were charged with violating Rider’s 
smoking policy. The matter has been referred to the 
Office of Community Standards.

Extinguished
Sometimes an air freshener just won’t do. On Oct. 

29, a male staff member contacted Public Safety to 
report a fire extinguisher had been discharged in a 
restroom in the Bart Luedeke Center. After examin-
ing the area, officers were able to locate and replace 
the extinguisher and are currently investigating the 
matter. Public Safety urges anyone with information 
to contact them immediately.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

‘‘It is never too early to show someone how they 
 

 PAMELA PRUITT, DIRECTOR OF MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

Professor, union leader remembered for 30-year Rider career
By Thomas Regan

JAMES H. Poivan, emeritus professor of  history and 
leader in the formation of  Rider’s Chapter of  the 
American Association of  University Professors, 
died at the age of  96 earlier this month. 

“When we were unionizing, Jim had the courage 
to confront the then-dean to tell him the faculty is 
united and is not backing down,” Professor of  History 
Thomas Callahan Jr. said. “He is the one guy who 
instilled courage in all of  us, and every faculty mem-
ber loved him.”

Poivan, who died as a Pennington resident, was 
a native of  Paterson and spent his early years in an 
orphanage and in foster homes, before he was forced 
to leave high school to work in factories during the 
Great Depression. 

He served three years in the army during World 
War II, where he saw action in Europe from 
Normandy to the war’s end with a Tank Destroyer 
Battalion in General Patton’s Third Army. 

Poivan was one of  the returning veterans to benefit 
from the G.I. Bill, graduating from Rutgers University 
summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa. He pursued 

his post-graduate studies for a year at Columbia 
University before earning his M.A. and Ph. D. from 
Rutgers. 

Then, Poivan began his teaching career, where he 
began as a lecturer at University College, Rutgers, 
and concluded with a more-than-30-year career as a 
professor of  history at Rider. 

Emeritus Professor of  History Barry Seldes, who 
said he and Poivan used to play tennis together, 
recalled Poivan’s strength as a leader on Rider’s 
faculty. 

“He protected the young faculty members against 
the older guys who wanted to run the show,” Seldes 
said. “When the faculty began to unionize, he was at 
the forefront. No one was more instrumental in keep-
ing us all together than [Poivan].”

Poivan’s list of  accomplishments include being 
a sometime-Visiting Fellow of  Wolfson College, 
Cambridge University, a member of  the American 
Association of  University Professors, the American 
Historical Association and the American Civil 
Liberties Union.

There will be no funeral service. 
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Freshmen provided rare networking opportunity

Former emeritus professor of history James H. Povian passed 
away at the age of 96.

By Lauren Lavelle

INCOMING fall 2016 freshmen in Rider’s Multicultural 
Student Leadership Institute (MSLI) were given the 
opportunity to begin perfecting their networking 
skills this past summer after attending a networking 

event with Aramark, a Fortune 200 global leader that 
provides foodservice, facilities and uni- form services 
to countries worldwide. 

Director of  Multicultural 
Affairs Pamela 
Pruitt, who 
accompanied the 
students on their trip, 
feels networking skills are 
necessary to succeed in 
the profes- sional 
world and the sooner 
students start making connections, 
the better. 

“It is never too early to show someone how they 
will benefit in their future,” said Pruitt. “Networking 
comes in many ways, you never know when an oppor-
tunity will present itself. Not only is it important to 
students, it is important to people who 
are in the workforce. Why wait until you 
graduate to learn those skills?”

The MSLI, a private suburban institu-
tion, aids in the process of  introducing 
freshmen and transfer students with 
diverse backgrounds to the Rider com-
munity and provides an outlet for discus-
sion and exploration as they navigate 
their first years. 

Although Pruitt insists all students should develop 
their networking skills early on, she thinks the MSLI 
students in particular will benefit the most from early 
exposure to networking.

“Some of  them may never get the opportunity to 
learn about networking,” said Pruitt. “Some of  the 
executives have personal stories about where they were 

and how they started, so there was a connection to 
the students immediately because many of  them came 
from the same places as the MSLI students.”

Freshman musical theater major and MSLI student 
Sheldon Steele agrees with Pruitt and appreciates the 
opportunity to further his career options.

“Networking is a pertinent skill that, if  learned 
early on, can benefit young professionals in their pur-
suit to molding their career and finding their place in 

life,” said 

Steele.
Known for their quality services and diverse cli-

entele, Pruitt was excited to introduce students to the 
world of  Aramark, and with their various programs 
for minority students, choosing them was a no-brainer. 

“I only see mainly young people of  color that are 
serving our faculty, students and staff,” said Pruitt. “I 

said, ‘Do you offer programs for minority students 
that would benefit them on a career path outside of  
serving people?’ And they assured me that there were 
people in Aramark Corporate with internships that 
were important to students’ growth.”

After nearly a year of  planning with Aramark 
representatives, Pruitt was finally able to set the trip 

in motion, and they traveled to the Aramark global 
headquarters in Philadelphia on Aug. 31.

“We had an array of  executives that spoke to us the 
evening that we went,” said Pruitt. “There were men, 
there were women, they were black, they were white, 
they were Hispanic; the students were able to see 
Aramark from a different vantage point.”

Steele thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
hopes this will improve his networking skills for future 

endeavors.
“This 

network-
ing experience 

opened my 
eyes to a 
huge world 

of  possibility,” said Steele. “Being invited into such a 
welcoming and warm environment was very pleasant 
and the experience was very memorable. I was able to 
speak with the Aramark staff  and get to know them, as 
well as share important facts about myself. My favorite 
part was learning about the different internship and 
volunteer opportunities that they offer within their 
organization.”

When asked how students can be successful 
networkers in and after their time in college, Pruitt 
urged students to make use of  the several resources 
offered on campus. 

“I believe students should put themselves in 
the position of  where networking takes place,” 
said Pruitt. “Through Career Development and 
Success, we offer workshops that provide excellent 
opportunities for students to get out and speak to 

potential employers and network with them and be 
resourceful.”
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government experience at all; he’s been successful in 
business. As a candidate, he continually seems to go 
off-message and make outrageous statements. We’ve 
never seen anything like that.”

Junior communication studies major Connor 
O’Neil recognized faults in each of  the nominees as 
the reason some voters struggle making a decision or 
choose to sit out of  the process altogether. 

“Donald Trump has had probably the most contro-
versial campaign in election history, with his remarks 
about Latinos and Muslims and building a wall, to his 
surprise regarding the tape that came out a few weeks 
ago where he mentioned groping women and claimed 
that it was what comes with his fame,” 
O’Neil said. “[Others] believe Hillary 
cheated the system to her advantage 
ever since the Democratic primaries 
against Senator Bernie Sanders, along 
with other controversial issues sur-
rounding her campaign including the 
leaked emails that have been coming out 
recently. With the amount of  scandals coming out 
on both sides, it’s hard to truly get behind either one 
of  these candidates and believe in the message they 
are trying to convey.”

To gauge the response of  the Rider community 
to this election, Gutin’s class polled 125 students, 63 
percent female and 37 percent male. Sixty-six percent 
were seniors, 25 percent were juniors and the rest were 
underclassmen or graduate students. The majority of  
the sample identified as Democrat.

Seventy-four percent are registered to vote, and 85 
percent of  that group plans to actually vote.

“Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump are the two 
most disliked candidates in election history, and that 
really affects people because they feel that they deserve 
better-qualified people to run for the Oval Office,” 
O’Neil said. “For some people, [80 percent of  those 

surveyed], this will be the first election that they 
are allowed to vote in, and they will have to choose 
between these two people? It leaves a really bad taste 
in their mouths to know that this is the best both of  
our parties could offer.”

Gutin hasn’t seen this level of  disdain directed at 
presidential nominees for any of  the seven other elec-
tions during which she taught the class.

“I found, generally speaking, more dissatisfaction 
in the survey than I’ve seen previously which I think 
is what we’re seeing nationally,” Gutin said. “Some of  
the comments that people wrote were really bitter and 
angry about the nature of  the race. I don’t recall any-

one in years past writing anything about the election 
being corrupt or people just generally being disheart-
ened by the process.”

Students not planning to vote were given the option 
to explain their decision. Some of  the survey responses 
included: “worst candidates ever,” “it’s rigged,” and 
“we’re screwed either way.”

“It is a shame to see how divided everyone has 
become because of  this election, and I feel like this 
isn’t how it is supposed to work,” O’Neil said. “I 
respect everyone’s political opinions, even if  there are 
some that I may not agree with personally. I think it 
is important to understand why people tend to side 
toward certain aspects of  politics and discuss this with 
each other without having to act out in an extreme 
manner.”

Young voters are influenced by the media’s cover-
age of  the political contest, with 88 percent admitting 
they have paid more attention to the news during 
this election. Thirty-one voters cite social media as 
their main source for news, 30 chose CNN, 26 watch 
television and go online for political updates, 18 get 
their information from Fox news channel, and 15 of  
those surveyed specifically wrote Twitter as their main 
source. Other popular platforms included word-of-
mouth, the candidates’ websites, newspapers, radio 
and political satire shows.

Sixty-two percent of  the sample said they intend 
to vote for Clinton, 10 percent for Trump, and 

the remaining students did not answer or chose 
Libertarian nominee Gary Johnson, Green Party 
representative Jill Stein and write-ins Democrat 
Bernie Sanders and second presidential debate 
attendee Ken Bone. One participant is leaving the 
choice to chance: “I will flip a coin,” the student 
wrote.

“To see that Hillary Clinton had a lot of  sup-
port from our students over Donald Trump is not 

surprising to me since New Jersey is a blue state and 
will not be changing come Election Day,” O’Neil said. 
“This isn’t to say that people aren’t voting for Trump. 
To me, that is perfectly fine to hear because I respect 
anyone’s political opinion especially since this school 
does tend to lean more towards the liberal side of  the 
spectrum.”

Regardless of  the final vote and decided winner, 
there is much work to be done in America, according 
to Gutin. 

“Whoever wins will have to invest a lot of  time and 
energy in healing the division that has given rise to 
so much dissatisfaction,” she said. “Whoever has to 
govern will have his or her hands full.”
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Survey shows students ‘bitter and angry’ about presidential race
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News

‘‘It is a shame to see how divided everyone has 
become because of  this election...” 
 CONNOR O’NEIL, JUNIOR COMMUNICATION STUDIES  
      MAJOR

Student debate reveals both sides of college politics
CONT’D FROM P. 1

safe spaces if  such an incident does 
occur, which it does. It’s happened here 
at Rider University beyond what people 
have stepped up and talked about,” he 
said. “Universities need to not condone 
this action implicitly by essentially 
treating sexual assault survivors like the 
criminals themselves.”

While the Democratic party’s 
platform openly discussed and had a 
stance on sexual assault, the College 
Republicans revealed that their party’s 
platform had no official stance or 
address toward sexual assault.

The final moderated question of  
the night revolved around universities 
taking on more of  a business model 
instead of  an educational one, as well 
as whether a university should cut 
majors and programs.

The Democratic party referred back 
to the major cuts that occurred last 
year. 

“A corporate model is not the way 
to go, I believe that an education 
is more important than a degree,” 
Laurinavicius said. “But I would also 
argue that with that education we need 
to understand where we can cut back 
and where we can provide resources to 
the programs that have been cut.”

The Republicans were opposed and 
Solomon stated, “We have to let the 
free market decide what majors we’re 
going to have. So, if  there’s only a 
couple of  students that want to be in a 
certain major, it’s not logical to waste 
money on hiring professors and getting 

professors to teach for a major that only 
has a handful of  students in it.”

Although the discussion and debate 
between the College Republicans and 
College Democrats ended last night, 
the real continuing discussion is still 
going on, and at the end of  the debate 

Del Pino urged everyone in attendance 
to go out and vote on Nov. 8, no matter 
whom they vote for.

College Republican and Democrat members. From left to right: Alex Solomon, Joshua Aminov, Matthew Laurinavicius, Michael Lucido, Samantha 
Bender, Brendan Hanson, Lilly Miller, John Driscoll, Ruth Del Pino and Alexis Bailey. 
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Missing contemporary art from library causes controversey 
By Jennifer Boyer

FOR those wondering where the art from the first 
floor of  the library near the administrative offices 
went, Rider still has the works, university spokes-
woman Kristine Brown said.

Harry Naar, fine arts professor in studio art, direc-
tor of  the Art Gallery and curator of  the university’s 
art collection, worries that the artwork is not being 
handled properly. 

“Because of  the value, it is important to handle the 

artwork a particular way,” Naar said. “Students from 
my Gallery Management class know this. You can not 
just stack the art work any way.” 

However, Brown said the art was put away during 
library updates.

“Over the summer, several pieces of  artwork were 
removed from the bottom floor of  Moore Library in 
preparation for painting and carpeting,” Brown said. 
“The artwork was safely stored on campus during 
these renovations. 

“Since the completion of  that work, much of  the 
artwork has been re-installed, one piece has been 
relocated, and some remains in safe storage. Plans are 
underway to finalize the art installation on the bottom 
floor of  Moore Library.”
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Scream Screen conjures up a scary-good time
By Jessica Hergert

RIDER’S first drive-in movie event, 
Scream Screen, took place Friday 
night in the Bart Luedeke Center 
(BLC) parking lot where ghosts, 

ghouls and Broncs gathered together to 
enjoy a night of  spooky Halloween fun. 

Hosted by Rider’s radio station, 
107.7 The Bronc, Scream Screen was a 
huge hit with the Rider community as 
well as locals who brought their chil-
dren to experience the event. 

With the possibility of  bad weather 
and the growing number of  expected 
students attending, Scream Screen was 
moved from the Campus Mall to the 
BLC parking lot — a wise decision, 
as the cold night brought an influx of  
students who brought their cars to sit in 
and who were looking for hot food. 

“We figured out that it was going 
to be a full house in the days leading 
up to the event,” said Junior Student 
Producer for The Bronc, Matt St. 
Onge, who believes Scream Screen 
could become a reoccurring event. 
“The buzz was incredible and people 
seemed really excited, which got us 
really excited.” 

Those who braved the cold sat in 
front of  the screen on blankets, while 
others lined up their cars to park for the 
drive-in, with the hopes of  being one of  
the lucky carloads to receive two World 
Wrestling Entertainment tickets. 

The event was in full swing with 
sponsored tables lining the length of  
the parking lot filled with free merchan-
dise, coupons and, most importantly, 
food.

With spicy nachos from Applebee’s, 
apple cider doughnuts from Terhune 
Orchards, classic Trenton-style pizza 
from DeLorenzo’s, Kickstart soda from 
Mountain Dew and much more, raven-
ous students lined up to take advantage 
of  the buffet.

Rider Athletics also had a table 
where they gave out an array of  
merchandise including shirts, towels, 
banners and foam basketballs.  

Although the night was chilly, ice 
cream from Purple Cow had one of  
the most popular tables. Hot chocolate 
from Rider’s Center for International 
Education department must have been 
the next stop for many students who 
needed to get warmed up quickly.

Many students released their inner 
child while “trunk-or-treating,” some 
even using Halloween candy buckets to 
carry their goodies. 

With pumpkins painted, stomachs 
full and plenty of  movie candy, every-
body retreated to their cars or blankets 
to tune into “It’s the Great Pumpkin, 
Charlie Brown.”

The nostalgic classic filled the 
parking lot with laughter as students 
snacked on more nachos and ice cream. 

As students enjoyed “Charlie 
Brown,” the thought remained on 
everybody’s mind, “What will the 
feature movie be?” After thousands of  
votes and no hints from The Bronc, it 
was time to reveal the movie choice. 

Yells and gasps were heard from cars 
as “The Conjuring” began. The scari-
est movie of  the five choices won and 
students were both terrified and excited 

to watch. 
Throughout the parking lot, students 

were covering their eyes with blankets 
and trying not to knock over their 
candy during a jump scare.

After nearly two hours of  ghosts 
and demons, “The Conjuring” ended, 
leaving the parking lot buzzing with 
nervous laughter as students attempted 
to regain their composure. 

Whether it was pumpkin painting, 
filling up on food and candy or watch-
ing movies, Scream Screen proved to 
be enjoyable for all.

  “I think that everyone did a great 
job planning the event as a whole,” 
said junior elementary education 
major Sarah Parylak. “They really had 
something for everyone; even if  you 
didn’t like the type of  movie, there was 

something there that people of  all ages 
could enjoy. I really liked the sense of  
community, both with Rider students 
and local families, that Scream Screen 
brought to Rider.”

Once the movie ended, Public 
Safety escorted the cars out of  the 
parking lot thus wrapping up the first 
ever Scream Screen. 

The hype from the event was still 
present around campus as students 
were eating their candy and reminisc-
ing on the movie. 

Scream Screen was the perfect 
Halloween event as it allowed students 
to take a break from studying, experi-
ence Rider’s community, eat great food 
and act like a kid again. 

Attendees of Rider’s first Scream Screen were able to feel nostalgic with the showing of  “It’s the Great 
Pumpkin, Charlie Brown,” and watch the horror movie “The Conjuring” from the saftey of their own cars. 
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VETERAN’S DAY 2017
at the 11th hour on the 11th day of the 11th month

POSTaPIC 
of a Veteran you love

Use #RiderVets and tag @RiderVeterans 
on Facebook, Twittter or Instagram.
Check rider.edu/RiderVets to view  
the photo feed.

PLANTa FLAG 
and Honor a Veteran

Stop by the campus mall on 
November 9 & 10 from 9am-7pm 
to plant a �ag with a Rider military  
or veteran student.

ATTEND the  
CEREMONY
Join us on November 11 at 11am at 
Kaplan Plaza in front of North Hall.
If you are unable to join us, watch the 
live feed on Rider’s facebook page.

rider.edu/RiderVets

NOVEMBER 1-11

NOVEMBER 9-10

NOVEMBER 11

NOVEMBER 11
NOVEMBER 12
Spitz Theater • 7pm

For more information  
and online TICKETS:

rider.edu/MemorialDayPlay

“�is play and his performance is one 
of the most wrenching experiences I 
have had in the theatre.” 

-Harvey Keitel, 
Actor & USMC veteran
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By Jason Mount

STUDENTS can ponder great scien-
tific questions in The Art Gallery 
with featured work from artist 
Judith Brodsky.

Brodsky’s works draw 
inspiration from 
science for this 
collection, titling 
it “The Twenty 
Most Important 
Scientific 
Questions of  the 21st 
Century,” which will run from now 
until Dec. 11. 

When asked how she went about 
creating the pieces, Brodsky said she 
found a New York Times article, where 
she frequently looks for inspiration 
for many of  her works. She then got 
creative by asking herself, “What is 
important to us in our era?”

Brodsky did not create her images 
solely to describe the scientific ques-
tion they were based on; she thought 
about what other meanings the ques-
tion may have, finding images of  the 
time we live in.

She used her drawing “Are Men 
Necessary? Women?” as an example, 
relating it to the gender and sexual-
ity issues that have surfaced in recent 
years.

Other inspirations of  Brodsky’s 

include women’s issues, like in her 
series “One Hundred Million Women 
are Missing,” and the environment in 
her series “The Meadowlands Strike 
Back.”

The creation of  Brodsky’s draw-
ings displayed in the collection were 
lengthy, and involved a process she 
called “tiling.” The process starts on 
the computer, and continues with 
enlarged images that Brodsky then 
prints out on sheets of  paper of  any 
size, which she then glues together and 
draws over it with an oil stick.

Other pieces in the series are prints 
as opposed to drawings, Brodsky said. 

Professor of  Fine Arts Harry Naar 
explained that he chose to show-
case Brodsky in The Art Gallery for 
multiple reasons, such as her local 
and national fame as a contemporary 
artist.

Naar also mentioned that Brodsky 
is the first artist to have a second show 
in The Art Gallery. 

Brodsky has pieces in the 

permanent collections of  over 100 
museums and institutions, including 
the Library of  Congress, University 
of  California Los Angeles, and the 
London School of  Design. She is 

also the founding 
director of  the 
Rutgers Center 
for Innovative 
Print and Paper, 
now known as 
the Brodsky 
Center, and is a 

former president of  the College Arts 
Association.

Naar’s views of  the pieces in the 
gallery reflect on the line between 
science and art, as Brodsky’s series 
pulls inspiration from questions purely 
based on science. He explained that 
the series shows that artists can also be 

thinkers.
“It is important how an artist can 

take scientific questions and form 
images,” he said.

Brodsky said she hopes people 
will think and be mesmerized by her 
exhibit. She wants people to think 
seriously about what they are seeing, 
but also to enjoy the art itself  on the 
surface.

“I try to make art that is attractive. 
I try to seduce people into thinking 
about these things,” she said.

Dr. Naar hopes that people who 
view the exhibit “not only look at the 
art,” but also “that they think beyond 
the image.”

P R E V I E W

Pub hosts ‘magnetic’ The Voice performer

‘‘ I try to make art that is attractive. I try to seduce people into 
thinking about things.” 
 JUDITH BRODSKY

New Jersey artist Judith Brodsky ponders scientific questions with her featured series, “The Twenty Most Important Questions of the 21st Century.”  The 
title and inspiration came from a New York Times article asking questions of the same nature.

By Megan Lupo

A SINGER who made it to the Top 8 on NBC’s 
The Voice will perform at the pub during Family 
Weekend on Nov. 4 at 9:30 p.m. 

Even though Dez Duron is not widely recog-
nized yet, he is rising to stardom and amassing many 
fans, thus picking him to sing at the “Artist You Should 
Know” showcase was “an obvious choice,” Assistant 
Director of  Campus Life for Activities and Student 
Engagement Nick Barbati said.

“Dez was an incredible talent on The Voice, who has 
recently relocated to our area in New York to pursue 
his career in music,” Barbati said. “Dez’s youthful 
personality was magnetic on the show.”

His stage presence and vocal talent was so cap-
tivating for the judges and audience on The Voice, 
that when he was eliminated, his coach, Christina 
Aguilera, said, “I’ll always support him.” The Student 
Entertainment Council anticipates him to be just as 
soulful and charming here at the pub.

“I’m looking forward to seeing a unique tal-
ent shine through in Dez,” Student Entertainment 
Council’s Campus Traditions Chair Alex Perrine said. 
“It’s always awesome when up-and-coming acts like 
him perform at Rider and it’s always a memorable 
and intimate experience. I’m definitely excited to see 
someone different and new take the stage here.”

Duron follows a series of  talented, diverse perform-
ers that have reached some fame in their own right. 

 Barbati explained, “Past performers of  ‘Artist You 
Should Know’ have included Lakoda Rayne, from 
TV’s X Factor, which featured [Rider’s] long-time 
R-Factor judge Dani Knights, and Brett Young, cur-
rently on the rise on country radio.”

Although Perrine had never heard of  Duron 
before Barbati booked him, she has grown eager 
after researching his music and draws comparison to 
Rider’s own R Factor. 

“I haven’t heard of  him before, but once I saw the 
announcement of  his performance, I definitely wanted 
to check out his music and his journey on The Voice,” 
Perrine said. “I think it’s really exciting to have a show 
contestant come to our school, similar to having X 

Factor performers come for R Factor each year.”
What is unique about Duron’s Rider debut is that 

he is from the region and will be performing with 
people that live here, also promoting their talent. 

“Dez is the first artist, as we reboot the series to 
feature local acts ready for the national stage,” Barbati 
noted.

And those local acts are Rider students, Matthew 
Esposito and Khalil Witt.

“The student openers are an incredible cam-
pus band, [stylized as] the highlands, comprised 
of  Matthew Esposito and Khalil Witt. The group 
recently debuted at this year’s R Factor Final, and 
their first single, “Currents,” which premiered at the 
Travis Scott concert, is available on iTunes, Apple 
Music, and Spotify.  They will, also, be featuring a 
surprise guest performer,” Barbati said.

Even if  students are unfamiliar with those perform-
ing, they should still come out and support the skilled, 
young singers from the community and neighboring 
state for a night of  entertainment.

“Students, faculty and staff  alike should come to 
the concert to see an amazing rising talent in concert 
and it’s a great bonding opportunity for our campus 
to come together over a great night of  music,” Barbati 
said.

Perrine vocalized the same sentiment, saying, 
“Everyone should come out to this event.”

 “Not only are we having Dez, but we are also hav-
ing two of  our own Rider students perform some of  
their original music,” she said. “It’ll be a really special 
moment to see Matt and Khalil share the stage with 
Dez and to experience the show with the rest of  the 
Rider community.”

R E V I E W

Action and adventure transcend death in play
By Rena Carman

A PLAY about adventure, dungeons, 
sword fights, dragons and family 
bonding took the Yvonne the-
ater’s hearts. Trent Blanton, asso-

ciate professor of  theater at Westminster 
College of  the Arts, directed “She Kills 
Monsters,” presented Oct. 27-30. 

The opening narration was done by 
a voiceover while an actor, concealed in 
a classic red, wizard-looking cloak, set 
a magical tone. The narrator, played by 
Caylee Seredvick, a junior theater per-
formance major who was making her 
Rider main stage debut, used gestures 
to tell the story. 

Agnes (Sophia Introna, a junior 
musical theater major) led an aver-
age life; however, her sister Tilly 
(Mary Foster, a junior theater perfor-
mance major) lived in a nerdy world. 
Unfortunately, Tilly and her parents 
died in a car accident, so 25-year-old 
Agnes sets out to understand and learn 
about her 15-year-old sister from Tilly’s 
notebook, containing a module for a 
game: Dungeons and Dragons.

Agnes finds herself  in a comic book 
store, asking Chuck, who is played by 
Bryan Jahnke, a junior theater per-
formance major, about this notebook 
she found while cleaning out Tilly’s 
room. Chuck, who describes himself  
as a D.M., a.k.a. Dungeon Master, 
tells Agnes about the game and how 
he used to play with Tilly, who was a 
well-known gamer. Chuck and Agnes 
make a deal to play in secret so Agnes 
can bond with the sister she feels like 
she never really knew. In the module, 
Agnes and Tilly go on a quest to find 
Tilly’s lost soul, which can be seen as 
a metaphor for Agnes gaining closure 
about Tilly’s death.

Although this play takes place 

during the 1990’s, there are many 
references the audience recognized and 
related to. From Rush’s “Tom Sawyer” 
to “go go gadget” to “I’m big where 
it counts,” there’s a reference or joke 
for everyone. Even a Donald Trump 
impersonator made a guest appearance. 

The play was mainly a comedy, but 
since there was such a tragic back-
ground, there are some emotional 
moments as well. But the comic relief  
brought the audience back to laugh-
ter quickly. Especially when Steve the 
Mage, played by a Rider stage-debut 
sophomore musical theater major, 
Charley Furey, popped out announcing 

himself, only to get wrecked.
In one instance, Agnes and Tilly 

are arguing about how uncool Miles 
(Danny Gleason, a senior theater per-
formance major), Agnes’ boyfriend, is 
because Tilly reimagined him as Boss 
Number Two. Steve pops out and goes 
to investigate the “gelatinous” monster, 
played by a green cube of  light, only to 
get eaten into the stage, and have his 
bones spit back out accompanied by a 
belching sound. 

Sisters trying to understand each 
other is a common theme in many 
plays. But not many sisters have to try 
to understand each other after death. 

Agnes learns about Tilly through a 
world reflecting Tilly’s real life of  high 
school, which included bullying, and 
coming to terms with herself  by living 
vicariously through a game with her 
closest friends.

The transitions went flawlessly. The 
juxtapositions between real life and the 
adventure added to the surreal quali-
ties of  the game. The set was a mini 
mountain of  painted boxes to look like 
a cave dwelling. As a whole, all char-
acters used the entirety of  the stage for 
the actions scenes, so the audience’s 
eyes always had something to look at 
besides a character just standing there 
in monologue. Strobe lights, stage 
lights, and haze were the main elements 
of  stage development used to help aid 
the story. It was never distracting or 
unnecessary. It made the play much 
cooler and almost modern.

One of  the cooler scenes was when 
the team comes across a seemingly 
innocent fairy. The fairy is not pleased 
with them and puts up a good fight. 
Farrah the fairy (Maddie Levy, a sopho-
more musical theater major making her 
Rider main stage debut) “warps” to 
different sides of  the stage and under 
the mountain, which is shown through 
a roaming white spotlight. Many other 
lights flash to emphasize the chaos 
ensuing during the five-against-one 
fairy fight. 

All in all, on opening night, the 
audience gave the cast and crew a 
standing ovation. The play was very 
well done, and is something everyone, 
even those self-proclaimed cool kids, 
will enjoy.

Dez Duron performs onstage on NBC’s The Voice in 2012. He will be coming to perfom at Rider on Nov. 4  as a part of the “Artist You 
Should Know” series by the Student Entertainment Council.

Artist asks scientific questions with her artwork for gallery showing
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Although Tilly, played by  (above), died in a car accident, the Dungeons and Dragons notebook left 
behind helps her older sister Anges connect with her after death.
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Rider’s response: 
most plan to vote
ELECTION day looms on the hori-

zon. We are all preparing for 
next Tuesday, when the end to 
a tumultuous campaign season 

all know who the next president will 
be. For many Americans, the end of  
this chaotic election also ends months 
of  stressing over our nation’s future. 
Many Rider students will likely mir-
ror that feeling.

But how exactly does Rider view 
this fast-approaching election?

Through a survey conducted 
by students of  Dr. Gutin’s unique 
course, The Making of  the President 
2016, COM 390, 125 respondents 
from classrooms here at Rider 
shared their election opinions. 

Though this was not a scientific 
survey, this poll offers interesting 
insight on Rider’s community and 
our approach to this political season. 

Of  the respondents surveyed, 
85 percent reported that they were 
planning to vote, meaning only 15 
percent said they would not vote. 
That 85 percent alone is encourag-
ing, as 98 percent of  respondents 
were actually students. This proves 
that millennials and college students 
do not always fit the stereotypical, 
politically apathetic mold that we 
are often held to. 

Respondents were also asked 
what the top three issues driving 
their decision on whom to vote for 
were. The issue that received the 
most votes was immigration, fol-
lowed by the economy and then by 
foreign affairs. 

However, the survey did not just 
address if  people were voting and 
what issues they were basing those 
votes on. The survey also asked 
respondents possibly the two most 
central questions to this election, the 
same two questions that instantly 
ignite the most heated debates.

According to the survey, 61 of  the 
respondents classified themselves as 
Democrats. From there, 18 percent 
of  people identified as independents, 
while 10 percent labeled themselves 
as Republicans.

This may seem surprising, as 
the major two parties that are often 
debated and discussed are Democrat 
and Republican. But among college 
students and graduates, Rider’s 
results stray from the norm, but 
not in the way many would expect. 
The Pew Research Center reports 
that voters with a college degree are 
most likely to identify as indepen-
dent. While 39 percent identified as 
independent in The Pew Research 
survey, 34 percent called themselves 
Democrats and only 24 percent 
identified as Republican.  

From there, The Making of  The 
President survey reported that 10 
percent of  respondents said they 
were unsure of  their party affiliation 
and 1 percent had no response. 

Finally, the consensus of  Rider’s 
choice for president was clear. Sixty-
two percent of  respondents stated 
that they intended to vote for Hillary 
Clinton. Only 10 percent said they 

would vote for Donald Trump, while 
Gary Johnson, Jill Stein, Bernie 
Sanders and even Ken Bone earned 
2 percent of  the campus’ vote each. 

Again, Rider’s results show a 
discrepancy against national expec-
tations. As of  writing this editorial, 
Clinton leads in the majority of  polls 
with 47.5 percent stating they will 
vote for her, while Trump follows 
close behind with 42.3 percent. 

A contributor to the fact that 
Rider’s reported numbers are differ-
ent is that 18 percent of  respondents 
didn’t respond to the question of  
whom they were voting for. 

This likely links back to the 15 
percent of  respondents who said 
they would not vote. One of  the 
main reasons that this 15 percent 
offered for not voting is a sentiment 
that most Americans tend to agree 
on: they simply do not like either 
Clinton or Trump. Even USA Today 
reports that these two candidates are 
the “most unfavorable” in history, 
according to the American public.

A sampling of  the respondents’ 
comments explicitly says that 
people are not voting “because we’re 
screwed either way,” or “because 
Trump and Hillary suck and it’s 
rigged either way.” However, that is 
not reason enough to avoid the polls 
next week. These types of  answers 
do not only stem from a lack of  
understanding of  this political 
system, but also from a resistance to 
taking this election seriously enough.

This refusal to grasp the severity 
of  the election is also reflected in the 
fact that 2 percent of  respondents 
actually wrote that they were voting 
for Ken Bone, who is not even a seri-
ous candidate. It is also reinforced 
by a single person’s response when 
asked whom he or she is voting for: 
“I will flip a coin.” 

No educated college student 
should base their election opinions 
on the change in their pockets. This 
election will be historic and the 
stakes are high. We don’t have to be 
miserable as voting draws nearer. 
But we should take this seriously. 

And if  you don’t like Trump or 
Clinton, cast a vote for a candidate 
that you do believe in. If  you’re not 
sure who that might be, take these 
next few days to do your research. 

Next Tuesday, every single 
member of  the Rider community, 
whether they are a student, a profes-
sor or a member of  the administra-
tion, should join the 85 percent of  
respondents who will be voting. We 
should ensure that our opinions will 
live beyond this survey and will be 
reflected on a ballot influencing the 
nation’s future. At least then, after 
Nov. 8, each of  us will be able to 
say that we took part in a political 
system that so many people fought 
for us to have.
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Professor: aim to end de�cit
TO the editor: 

In the Oct. 19 issue of  The 
Rider News, James Shepherd 
reported on a forum on the 

university’s strategic planning process 
hosted by President Gregory Dell’Omo. 
The planning process described seems 
useful as Rider needs to be clear on 
where it is going, and it is commend-
able that the process permits collabora-
tion and the contribution of  different 
views. I used to teach that all of  us 
are smarter than any one of  us. The 
outcomes from this process will be most 
useful for the medium and long-term.

What concerns me is that par-
ticipants in this process, particularly 
central members of  the administration, 
will be heavily involved in this engaging 
and complex process between now and 
its February deadline. That’s a period 
of  about four months, and the strategic 
plan may not be fully complete and 
finished by then. Time management 

was a topic covered in the management 
skills course I taught in the College of  
Business, and an important principle 
in time management is to work on the 
urgent and important tasks first. 

Where time needs to be applied now, 
it seems to me, is on tasks central to 
dramatically improving student enroll-
ment and university revenue — revenue 
from enrollment, but also from selling 
naming rights, obtaining endowments 
for named chairs and gifts for particular 
purposes, and from contributions to 
the university’s endowment fund. The 
endowment fund generates interest that 
is used to pay for operating expenses, 
and it is low compared to other private 
universities in the area. The short-
term goal must be to put an end to the 
deficits. New thinking, greater effort, 
and perhaps new and additional staff  
have to be applied to these tasks as they 
have been 
elsewhere, 
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Sustainability could bene�t business, education
STRESSED about registering for classes and choos-

ing a minor? Consider a sustainability minor. 
With the increasing awareness of  climate change 
and the need for renewable resources, compa-

-
porate sustainability into the workforce. Luckily, Rider 

Dr. Daniel Druckenbrod, the sustainability studies 
program director, explained the field. 

“The sustainability studies program has been 
designed to complement any major at Rider 

many facets of  modern life,” he said. “The central 
concept in sustainability is the triple-bottom line: 
when considering decisions, one should weigh, not 
only the traditional balance sheet of  profit, but also 
consider impacts on people and the planet. For 
example, how do the resources we use daily impact 

an ocean away?” 
Although it seems to fit perfectly with a science 

degree, the sustainability minor also pairs perfectly 

with degrees such as business, performing arts and 
education. A sustainability minor can seem intimi-
dating, if  you are not a science major, but it comple-

senior sociology major with minors in ethics and 
sustainability, agrees. 

“The sustainability minor is great as a non-science 
major because it is interdisciplinary and it relates to 

sociology major and my second minor, ethics.” 
-

to take courses within the minor such as Intro to 

According to a Fortune article, studies show that 

their competitors. The website Green Biz writes that 
pairing a sustainability education with business “has 

-

-
tal issues into core subjects and modifies the teach-

the opportunity to take courses such as American 

Future. According to the World Wildlife Foundation, 
students are able to relate what they learn in the 
classroom to their real life actions and will be in a 

sustainable lifestyle. 
Education students who pick up the sustainability 

minor would be aware of  the new science standards 
that will be implemented in schools. Educators 
knowledgeable in sustainability can help start a more 

with sustainability as second nature.  
Any student interested in learning more about this field 

should reach out to Dr. Druckenbrod (ddruckenbrod@rider.
edu) Sustainability Studies Program Director or other faculty 
across a range of  disciplines in the program.

—Ambria Dell’Oro
Lawrenceville Eco Rep 
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Opinion

TO the editor:
I recently attended one of  the sessions in which Dell’Omo 

groups gathered necessary strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats 
-

constructed.
While on the surface this may sound reasonable, strategic management scholars 

-

for support.

needs to be realistic in that it is based on a combination of  what we do well, what 

term success.  

-
ence how we make decisions, negotiate conflict, interact with our stakeholders, and 

-

-
pleted before the mission and strategic plan; it should not be created last, or based 
on strategic plans already made.

Dell’Omo’s

could lead to a disconnect between plans set in motion, and where we truly want to 
go.

-

-

-
sion and strategic planning. Only then will there be unity in purpose and action.

—Lee J. Zane
Associate professor, Department of  Management

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Professor calls on president to craft believable mission 

Visit: www.tcnj.edu/intersession

WINTER 
SESSION
AT TCNJ!
JANUARY 3 –20
Travel, blended and online 
courses may start sooner.

Check for summer courses, too. 

and they need to be applied now.
A return to fiscal health will hopefully bring an 

end to the persistent stream of  requests made by the 

from the committed educators and many others who 
comprise the Rider family. We are there for students, 

concessions are.

—Gerald D. Klein
Professor emeritus, Organizational Behavior and 

Management
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Sports
F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Rider extends playoff streak to 17 years
By Christian Ashe

THE field hockey team is MAAC-playoff  bound for 
the 17th straight year after defeating Siena on 
Oct. 28.

This game was a must-win for both teams, 
as each was fighting to earn the final spot in the 
four-team MAAC Tournament. Siena was trying to 
capture its first-ever playoff  berth, as Rider was trying 
to extend its impressive streak. Ultimately, the home 
team cruised to a 4-0 win. 

Junior back Melissa Cunningham said the team 
played with intensity and rose to the occasion.

“It was a do-or-die situation, so we all did our best 
to make sure we won and moved on to the playoffs,” 
she said. “This game was very emotional and huge for 
us. We really wanted to win for our team as a whole, 
especially for our seniors on the team.”

Rider outshot Siena 30-6 as it was pressing to score 
all game. However, the two teams remained score-
less for the first 22 minutes until freshman midfielder 
Daane Koch scored to give the Broncs the lead. In 
the 34th minute of  the game, sophomore midfielder 
Jessica Randazzo scored another goal to put Rider up 
2-0 before halftime.

In the second half, Cunningham scored in the 49th 
minute and senior forward Carlota Alsina scored in 
the 57th minute. 

O’Brien was prouduuu the team stepped up and 
won a very important game.

“We knew we needed this game,” she said. “This 
made us motivated and helped us pull together. We 
worked hard all week to fix our mistakes and focused 
on capitalizing on our opportunities. We played 
together as a team.” 

It was Senior Night for the Broncs as they rec-
ognized their graduating seniors. Alsina and senior 
forward Leigh Maxwell-Smith, as well as senior 
midfielders Kalyn O’Brien and Carlie Spaeder were 
all honored before the start of  the game. The inter-
national students Alsina and Maxwell-Smith both 
had their home country’s respective national anthem 
played. 

With her family in town after traveling all the way 
from Spain, Alsina notched a goal and two assists in 

the contest.
O’Brien said that knowing she’s played her last 

regular season game at Ben Cohen Field is bittersweet.
“It’s crazy how fast time has flown,” she said. 

“Over the past four years, I’ve seen players come and 
go, and celebrate their Senior Night, which made 
it weird that this night was for me. It’s emotional 
because you realize in that moment that your time as 
an athlete is coming to an end.”

On Nov. 4, fourth-seeded Rider will face top-
seeded Monmouth in the semifinal, with the winner 
moving on to the MAAC final. Fairfield and Bryant 
are the second and third seeds, respectively. The play-
offs are being held in West Long Branch. 

Additional reporting by Brandon Scalea

Sophomore midfielder Jessica Randazzo scored the second goal of the game against Siena, a 4-0 win to secure a MAAC playoff berth.
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Sports
M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Win keeps Broncs in MAAC-title hunt
By Brandon Scalea

THE men’s soccer team knocked off  
first-place Quinnipiac on Oct. 29.

A Quinnipiac victory would 
have all but sealed the league title. 

Instead, Rider (11-3-2, 6-1-2 MAAC) 
persevered and cruised to a 3-1 win in 
Hamden, Connecticut. 

Once again, junior forward Jose 
Aguinaga made the difference with a 
penalty kick goal, netting the ultimate 
game-winner in the second half. It 
was the fourth penalty kick goal out of  
four tries that Aguinaga has scored this 
season. 

Senior back Rob Nardiello said the 
team did a good job of  stepping up in 
arguably its biggest game of  the season 
to date.

“These are the types of  games in 
which our team thrives,” he said. “It 
was huge for us to get this win, and it 
felt even better that it came in a game 
where we battled from start to finish. 
This puts a little bit more pressure on 
Quinnipiac now.”

Rider didn’t get off  to a good start, 
though. In just the eighth minute, 
Rashawn Dally registered the first shot 
of  the game for Quinnipiac (11-6, 7-2 
MAAC), and it found the back of  the 
net. Dally went in on senior goalkeeper 
Ryan Baird and put it home unassisted. 

After the early setback, the Broncs 
responded quickly. In the 15th minute, 
Rider was granted a free kick. The 
initial shot was misplayed by the Bobcat 
defense right to the foot of  Nardiello, 
who scored to tie the game at one. 

It was Nardiello’s third goal of  the 

season after missing five games because 
of  an injury. He was handed MAAC 
Defensive Player of  the Week honors 
for his performance in the game. 

“It’s great to be back out there help-
ing my team again,” Nardiello said. 
“For me, the priority is the team and 
making sure we get the win. But, of  
course, it’s always nice to contribute.”

The goal seemed to ignite Rider, 
as it dominated possession for the 
remainder of  the first half. With nine 
minutes left before halftime, the Broncs 
broke through again. Aguinaga tried to 
get a shot off, but was taken down by 
Quinnipiac’s defender Conor McCoy. 
A yellow card on the play granted 
Aguinaga yet another penalty kick, and 
he buried it to give the team a 2-1 lead. 

The Broncs outshot the Bobcats in 
the half, 10-6. 

In the second half, Rider success-
fully held onto the lead, and the team 
did it with some added insurance. In 
the 83rd minute, freshman back Arthur 
Herpreck notched his second goal of  
the season and it was a big one for the 
home team, giving it a 3-1 lead it would 
never relinquish. Freshman forward 
Clement Bourret picked up the lone 
assist. 

The win gave Rider its fifth in six 
games. For the second consecutive year, 
the team went 6-1-1 in the month of  
October. 

The Broncs will wrap up the 
regular season on Nov. 2 in a 2 p.m. 
game against St. Peter’s at Ben Cohen 
Field. At halftime, students will have 
an opportunity to attempt penalty 

kicks on University President Gregory 
Dell’Omo. 

With a win, Rider would clinch 
a first-round bye in the MAAC 
Tournament and at least a second-
place finish. To take the league title, the 
Broncs need a win and a Quinnipiac tie 
or loss in its final game. The first seed 
hosts the tournament.

Last year, the Broncs entered the 
MAACs as the No. 2 seed and ulti-
mately defeated nationally ranked 
Monmouth in the tournament final. 

To repeat as MAAC champions 
and get another shot at the NCAA 
Tournament, Nardiello thinks the team 
just needs to stick with the plan. 

“I suppose it will be a little tougher 
since we’re the defending champs,” he 
said. “We are the team to beat. But to 
win it all again, we need to play our 
style of  soccer and continue working 
together. If  we host the tournament, 
that would be a huge advantage for us.” 

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Marist ends Rider’s season with overtime goal
By Carlos Toro

A CHANCE at redemption was not enough to 
extend the women’s soccer team’s season, as it 
lost to Marist in the first round of  the MAAC 
Tournament on Oct. 29.

Rider lost 1-0 in overtime with the game-winning 
goal being scored just a little more than a minute into 
overtime. It was the second time the Broncs lost to the 
Red Foxes at Ben Cohen Field, with Marist winning 
the first meeting 2-1 in double overtime on Oct. 15.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome said Marist 
brought more pressure throughout the whole game 
compared to the first time the teams met a couple of  
weeks ago.

 “I think Marist was playing a lot more direct than 
in the first game,” Hounsome said. “We just needed to 
play our game.”

The game began with both teams playing aggres-
sively, pushing each other with hard hits and fouls. 
Rider began the game with junior forward Michelle 
Iacono attempting a shot 25 seconds into the game, 
but the shot missed the mark. 

Both teams generated opportunities in the first 10 
minutes of  the game, but each shot was not on tar-
get. 

It wasn’t until the 20th minute that senior goal-
keeper Bethany-May Howard dove to the top of  the 
goal post to block the first shot on target for either 
team. The shot was taken by Marist junior forward 
Brianna Robinson just outside the goal box.

The Broncs and the Red Foxes continued trading 
shots until halftime, finishing with six shot attempts 
each. 

The second half  was a much more one-sided affair. 
Marist kept pushing the ball forward, as Rider slowly 
retreated to a more defensive stance.

The Broncs did not attempt a shot in the entire 
second half, as they focused on finding a way to hold 
the Marist offense in check. However, the Red Foxes 

continued getting more momentum each time they 
took one of  their seven second-half  shots. But Rider’s 
defense did manage to hold off  on losing in regula-
tion, as the score remained scoreless after 90 minutes. 

Rider’s defense bent in the second half, but the 
moment overtime started, it broke. Marist took the 
ball into Rider’s box and had a shot attempt that 
was blocked by senior defender Heather Maierle, but 
Robinson immediately returned a second offering, 
scoring the game-winning goal while Howard was 
down in the net. 

Robinson also scored the winning goal in the first 
meeting on Oct. 15 in double overtime to defeat the 

Broncs. In that first game, Marist came from behind 
to win, but the Red Foxes didn’t need a comeback to 
win the second meeting. Rider ended the season with 
a 1-3-3 record in overtime games.

Rider is now tasked with trying to replace several 
key players who will graduate after this year, such as 
forward Caroline Healy, Maierle and Howard. The 
Broncs finished with nine wins on the season, the sev-
enth consecutive year that Rider has won that many 
games.

It has been the longest run of  success for the 
program, which included a trip to the NCAA 
Tournament for the first time in program history in 
the 2014 season.

Senior midfielder Hollie Kelsh said that the team’s 
progress in the past four years has been astounding 
and that she, and the rest of  the senior class, enjoyed 
their collegiate soccer careers. 

“There are many things I will take away from my 
experience of  playing soccer here at Rider and not 
just one single thing,” Kelsh said. “Nothing is easy in 
soccer, but as long as you work hard normally, you get 
the result you’re looking for. Knowing that we all have 
each other’s back no matter what and we have had 
good team chemistry over the four years.” 

Despite the disappointing end to the season and the 
loss of  these key players, Kelsh believes the team is still 
primed to do well moving forward.

“I am sure the team will do big things next year, 
especially after the heartbreak of  this season,” Kelsh 
said. “The team knows what it feels like to lose in a 
playoff  game now and I’m confident they will move 
forward from the experience positively and do every-
thing they can to reach not only the semifinals, but 
also the final next fall.”

Junior forward Jose Aguinaga scored another penalty kick goal, his fourth of the year, in a 3-1 victory.
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Goalkeeper Bethany-May Howard allowed a big overtime goal.
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By Carlos Toro

IT was a routine play: a simple 
exchange between two opposing soc-
cer players, vying for ball control after 
a goal kick.
During the struggle, senior forward 

Christian Flath said he felt the oppos-
ing player’s arm hit him. And then 
came the blood. 

“I remember every second of  it,” 
Flath said. “It was a goal kick that 
was kicked long. I went up for the 
header and when I jumped, I felt that 
he hit me. I immediately thought that 
something hit me and that my nose was 
broken. When I closed my eyes, I kept 
them closed. The athletic trainer came 
and told me I had a cut, but I wasn’t 
sure if  it was just the cut that I felt or if  
something was actually broken.”

However, it wasn’t simply a cut that 
he suffered, as most, including Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso, thought.

Flath said the bleeding continued for 
hours and he had to be sent to a hospi-
tal, where an X-ray revealed that it was, 
in fact, a broken nose. Nasal surgery 
followed because there was a chance he 
would suffer breathing problems for the 
rest of  his life if  it was not fixed.

Flath has yet to play since the inci-
dent occurred, missing a total of  six 
games, which is the longest the team 
has ever been without Flath.

During that span, Flath showed up 
to Rider’s Senior Night game with scars 
still appearing on his nose from surgery 
and fresh off  bandages and wrapping. 
Watching from the sidelines, Flath said, 
was “bittersweet.” 

“It was a good feeling [getting rec-
ognized], but also very sad at the same 
time,” Flath said. “I was honored to be 
a part of  this and to hear all these nice 
things about me and all the other guys. 
We came here three years ago, and 
the program wasn’t good. Now we’re 
MAAC champions. It was sad because 
I wanted to play and help the team and 
I just couldn’t.”

The program was in a different 

shape when it did not have the native 
from Germany suit up for them, 
Inverso said.

“That third year for us was so 
critical because in my first two years 
coaching at Rider, we only won seven 
games,” he said. “Christian and that 
entire class came in and did wonders 
for the program from the get go.”

As an athlete, Flath said, it is hard 
to stay away from the field of  play. As 
captain of  the team, he knew it was his 
responsibility to go out and support his 
team, even if  he couldn’t take the field 
with them.

“At first, I was really disappointed 
when it happened and when I heard 
the news from my doctor,” Flath said. 
“But there was nothing I could do. I 
could be sad and sit in my room for 
the rest of  the season. But that doesn’t 
help the team. I’m still the captain of  
the team and my job is to help them in 
any shape or form I can. If  they need 
me on the sidelines, cheering them on, 
if  they need me to wake them up if  it’s 
not going well, then I’ll do it. I want 
what’s best for the team and it’s not just 
about me.” 

Inverso said the program almost 
missed out on Flath. In fact, it wasn’t 
until late in the summer of  2013 that 
the Broncs got Flath to the United 
States. At that point, the preseason had 
already started for the Broncs, who 
were coming off  a 3-13-1 season.

“We had a scholarship to give and 
we caught wind of  who Christian was 
and so we scrambled to try and get him 
here,” Inverso said.

Flath had intentions of  spending his 
collegiate years in the United States, 
but had some issues in trying to find 
schools that were willing to bring him 
on board.

“At some point, I realized I wanted 
to go and play soccer in the United 
States,” Flath said. “I was talking to 
some schools, but it was tough because 
my SAT scores weren’t that high. That 
was the first big challenge. I started 

contacting Rider and we went back and 
forth and it worked out.”

As Flath traveled to Rider and 
became a part of  the Broncs’ family, 
he soon realized that it wasn’t just a 
change of  scenery and language that he 
needed to adjust to. 

Playing in a fundamental-heavy 
German style, Flath had been coached 
by the father of  current Real Madrid 
midfielder and Germany national team 
member Toni Kroos. The U.S. style of  
play, according to Flath, was more of  a 
“kick-and-run” type of  mentality.

“After my first practice — and I 
wasn’t good in my first practice — it 
was different for me and a different 
style of  soccer and I thought, ‘I don’t 
know if  that’s the right thing for me,’” 
Flath said.

But Flath soon meshed with the 
team and his impact on the program 
was immediate. Flath scored six goals 
and had eight assists in 18 games 
played, as Rider finished with an 8-9-1 
record, the best season Inverso had as 
a head coach at the time and the most 
wins since 2000.

Inverso said Flath’s offensive skill 
was one of  the main reasons the Broncs 
had such a big jump in wins. It wasn’t 
just the on-the-field presence that 
helped the team progress. Inverso said 
Flath’s quiet demeanor brought about a 
calming feeling among the players.

“It almost seemed like every time we 
needed a score, Christian was always 
there to make a play for us,” Inverso 
said. “Flath is also a very mature per-
son and it’s good having a player and a 
person like him on the team.” 

Flath and the team’s improvement 
culminated in a MAAC-conference title 
in 2015. Flath called that moment the 
highlight of  his time at Rider.

His contributions have been recog-
nized throughout his whole career. He 
was awarded All-MAAC First Team 
honors in his first three years. However, 
because of  the injury, it is likely Flath 
will not get the same recognition this 

season. If  he did get awarded All-
MAAC First Team this year, he would 
have become the first Rider men’s soc-
cer player to win that honor in all four 
years played at the University.

Whether or not Rider has seen the 
last of  Flath in cranberry and white, 
Flath still wants to keep playing soccer. 
He has said he wishes to try and play 
professionally, either in the United 
States, Germany or elsewhere.

“My initial plan is to play profes-
sional soccer here in the United States 
and that is my No. 1 goal,” Flath said. 
“I don’t know how much my injury 
affects my plans. If  it doesn’t work out 
here, I’ll go back and try out with dif-
ferent teams in Germany and over in 
Europe. I’m open for anything.”

The team has gone undefeated in 
the time the dynamite forward has 
missed, and Inverso said the team has 
adjusted well.

“I can’t give enough credit to the 
players,” Inverso said. “There wasn’t 
anything we, as coaches, did differently 
from a tactical standpoint. Guys, like 
Fernando Pina, really stepped up and 
I’m really proud of  our guys.”

Flath still has hope to finish the sea-
son, and his college career, on the pitch. 
Inverso said that he is aiming for a Nov. 
11 return, which would be in time for 
the MAAC semifinals.

The time and place, however, has 
yet to be determined. Rider still has an 
opportunity to win the regular season 
title, which would make them hosts of  
the tournament’s semifinal and final. 

For Flath, it could represent a true 
finale at Ben Cohen Field for someone 
whose Senior Night was spent cheering 
his teammates from the bench.

“I’m happy with the fact that we 
won our last few games,” he said. 
“Hopefully, I get a chance to play 
again, maybe even here at Rider, and 
that would great,” Flath said.

After suffering a broken nose, senior forward Christian Flath is looking ahead to returning to the field to help the men’s soccer team. The hope is that he can return in time for the MAAC semifinals on Nov. 11.

Flath facing road back from injury
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