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Pulitzer winner shares undercover journey
Sonia Nazario discusses her experience with immigration in “Enrique’s Journey”

By Rob Leitner

RIDER University was included on a list of  361 col-
leges that are seen as the most environmentally 
responsible colleges in the U.S., according to The 
Princeton Review, for the seventh straight year. 

The green college guide is based on The Princeton 
Review’s collection of  surveys from hundreds of  four-
year colleges with questions regarding the universities’ 
commitment to sustainability and the environment.  

Since Rider University’s former presi-
dent Mordechai Rozanski signed The Carbon 
Commitment in 2007, Rider University has been 
striving to reduce its environmental impact. Melissa 
Greenberg, Rider’s sustainability manager since 2008, 
employs 10 Eco Reps. Eco Reps are paid student 
workers who advocate for the environment and 
sustainability on campus, and help with educational 
events that are based on raising students’ awareness of  
environmental issues and informing them on how to 
get involved.  

Greenberg has worked on a number of  projects 
to make Rider a “green campus.” These include the 
construction of  two academic buildings and a resi-
dence hall, all of  which received LEED certifications 
for sustainable features and environmentally- friendly 
construction practices.  She also keeps track of  the 

university’s greenhouse gas emissions and has a car-
bon neutrality plan.

“I complete a greenhouse gas emissions inven-
tory every other year, and we are able to measure the 
before and after of  the various projects.  For instance, 
this past year we had a drop of  8.6 percent off  our 
carbon,” said Greenberg. 

There has been a change in student involvement 
since 2008, according to Greenberg. At first, it was 
harder to find students to participate as Eco Reps.  
Now, more students seem to be aware of  the impor-
tance of  sustainability, and it is even a talking point for 
admissions tours.  

“We have a green campus tour that people can go 
on using their smartphones,” said Greenberg. “There 
are 13 stops around campus where you can learn 
about different green initiatives.”

Jillian Spratt graduated from Rider with an under-
graduate degree in environmental science and was an 
Eco Rep during her four years as an undergraduate.  
She was always interested in sustainability but it wasn’t 
until her involvement as an Eco Rep that she wanted 
to base her career on this subject. 

“I wanted to talk to 
people and raise aware-

ness,” said Spratt, who is 

Sustaining environmental success: Rider committed to going green
Author Sonia Nazario signs books after her keynote lecture on her Pulitzer Prize-winning novel “Enrique’s Journey.”
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Sustainability manager Melissa Greenberg participates in a solar 
project at Rider. 

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f M

el
is

sa
 G

re
en

be
rg

FANTASY, FAMILY, FIGHT SCENES
Popular role-playing game Dungeons and Dragons 
comes to life at the Yvonne Theater. page 6

NAVIGATING THE NEWS

information. page 8

TO THE PLAYOFFS

game. page 12

Pulitzer winner shares undercover journey



Headphone woes
 These beats aren’t sick, they’re stolen. On Oct. 19 

at 6:15 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Poyda 
Residence Hall in response to a theft report. Upon 
arrival, officers met with a student who said he locked 
the door to his room before leaving for class. When 
he returned, he said, a pair of Beats headphones were 
missing from his room. The estimated value is $190. 
There are currently no suspects and the headphones 
have not been located.

Lizard logic
It’s tough keeping reptiles under wraps these days. 

On Oct. 20 at 10:53 p.m., Public Safety was called to 
Kroner Residence Hall on the report of an unauthor-
ized pet in a room. Upon arrival, officers located the 
room where the alleged unauthorized pet was living 
and discovered it was a lizard. The student in question 
was told that he needed to remove the pet and was 
referred to the Office of Community Standards.

Safety first
Even doorknobs need protection. On Oct. 23 at 

9:26 p.m., Public Safety became aware of an incident 
in Kroner Residence Hall. Upon arrival, officers were 
informed a condom had been placed on the door-
knob of a student’s room. Officers promptly removed 
and disposed of the condom and secured the area. 
Currently, there are no suspects and Public Safety 
urges anyone with information to contact them.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver
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N E W S  B R I E F

RIDER honored its esteemed faculty and staff  at an annual award ceremony on 
Oct. 13.

The awards are bestowed to members of  the Rider community that have 
gone above and beyond for the well-beings of  their students and display a 

sense of  professionalism that cannot go unnoticed.
The award recipients are as follows:
Assistant Director of  Student Activities for Campus & Community Engagement 

Nicholas Barbati recieved the Nancy Gray Award. This award goes to a member 
of  the staff, faculty or administration that maintains institutional leadership, school 
pride and community service.

Dr. Erica Ryan of  the history department recieved the Ziegler-Gee award which 
recognizes a full-time or part-time member of  the faculty, staff  or administration for 
his or her efforts to end gender-based discrimination. 

Associate Director of  Human Resources Donna Disbrow, Dr. Karen Gischlar of  
the Department of  Graduate Education, Leadership and Counseling, and Associate 
Vice President for Student Affairs Cindy Threatt all recieved the Mazzotti Awards 
in Women’s Leadership. These awards aim to give professional development oppor-
tunities to women faculty and staff  of  Rider University. 

Dr. Tamara Musumeci-Szabo of  the psychology department was awarded the 

Faculty Advising Academic Award, which highlights outstanding advising qualities.
Charlie Inverso received the Coach of  the Year Award after leading the Men’s 

Soccer team to its first MAAC Championship in 20 years.
Dr. John Donovan, management, and Dr. Catrinel Haught Tromp, psychology, 

both recieved the Distinguished Teaching Award for their influence on the aca-
demic careers of  students.

Dr. Anthony Bahri of  the mathematics department recieved the Dominick A. 
Iorio Award which is given to a staff, faculty or administration member whose 
research has been acknowledged by professionals outside of  the university.

The Frank N. Elliot Award for Distinguished Service is presented to three mem-
bers of  Rider’s staff, faculty and administration who have demonstrated distin-
guished service to the university. 

Administrative Specialist in the School of  Fine and Performing Arts Laura Luck 
recieved the Frank N. Elliot Award for staff.

Dr. Jerry Rife of  the School of  Fine and Performing Arts recieved the Frank N. 
Elliot Award for Distinguished Service.

Associate Dean of  Administration for Westminster College of  the Arts Dr. 
Marshall Onofrio received the Frank N. Elliot Award for administration. 
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B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

Alumna makes strides in accounting field 
By Jennifer Boyer 

AROUND the country, nonprofits continue to 
dedicate their time and effort to further social 
causes. Nonprofit corporation Public Company 
Accounting Oversight Board (PCAOB) is a 

scholarship program that awards $10,000 grants to 
accounting majors. The program hands out 72 scholar-
ships each year to college students across the states. 

Drew Pinkston, ’16, Rider University alumna, 
was recently one of  72 students awarded the $10,000 
merit scholarship from the PCAOB. 

“The PCAOB was a wonderful organization that 
was willing to help fund students for graduate school,” 
said Pinkston. “With the help of  the Rider University  
accounting program and the PCAOB, I was able to 
continue my education at Rider.” 

PCAOB prepared her to pursue the Masters of  
Accountancy. The corporation furthers a college 
student’s education after receiving the merit scholar-
ship. The money helps fund tuition, fees, books and 
supplies, but Pinkston had to meet the standards of  
the program before getting considered for a merit 
scholarship. 

“The application process was tough. The PCAOB 
gives out this merit award to students who have proven 
themselves to be all-around good students. The late 

nights in the library and tutoring sessions helped with 
my overall success at Rider which led to this scholar-
ship,” Pinkston said.

The program is merit-based and all students 
applying must be eligible with the following criteria: 
enrollment in a bachelor’s or master’s degree program 
in accounting; demonstrating interest and aptitude in 
accounting and auditing; demonstrating high ethi-
cal standards; and not being a PCAOB employee, or 
a child or spouse of  a PCAOB employee. This aids 
the development of  accounting professionals and 
educational institutions considering underrepresented 
students in the profession.

Margaret O’Reilly-Allen, associate professor and 
chairperson of  the accounting department at Rider, 
praises the effectiveness of  the PCAOB scholarship 
program and how it boosted Pinkston’s education.

“The scholarship allowed Drew to enter Rider’s 
MACC program to continue her education and earn 
the 30 additional credits necessary to become a CPA,” 
O’Reilly-Allen said.

The scholarship inspires graduate students to pur-
sue a career in auditing. Also, it encouraged Pinkston 
to continue her studies after graduation at Rider. 

“I nominated Drew because she not only met 
the criteria but she exceeded it,” O’Reilly-Allen 

said. “Drew is very active in the Rider Accounting 
Program.” 

Pinkston put in hard-work and dedication in her 
accounting classes throughout her college career. The 
scholarship program allowed her to pursue success at 
her major in school. 

“Rider University’s amazing staff  helped prepare 
me for a future as an accountant. The accounting 
program at Rider is tough but the faculty, staff  and 
especially their internship program not only helped 
me win this award but will most certainly ensure that 
I have a successful career as an accountant,” Pinkston 
said. 

With the help of  faculty members and the account-
ing program, Pinkston was able to put her foot in 
the door and start to develop a successful career in 
accounting after graduation. The program inspired 
her to continue her education at Rider, but also help 
other students within the university to ensure that they 
are given the same opportunities.

T H I S  W E E K
Thursday, Oct. 27

Unity Rider University Art Gallery: 
Judith Brodsky: Prints and Drawings
All Day, Bart Luedeke Center
Judith Brodsky, professor emerita in the Department 
of  Visual Arts Rutgers University, will display her 
recent drawings, most of  which relate to life, decay 
and salvation. 

Thursday, Oct. 27

Seminar: Current Issues in Homeland 
Security & Criminal Justice
8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m., Sweigart 115
A forum will connect students with professionals in the 
field of  Homeland Security and the professionals will 
give advice on how to keep the nation safe and provide 
information on the issues facing individuals who work in 
the field. 

Friday, Oct. 28

Scream Screen
6 p.m., Campus Mall
Rider’s first annual drive-in movie experience. Stu-
dents are welcome to visit 13 trick-or-trunk stations, 
participate in various games, eat free food from local 
restaurants and watch a Halloween film on the largest 
movie screen in the Northeast. 
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Shared read author fights to find home for immigrants

Textbook program helps students with pricey problems
By Shanna O’Mara

NIGHTS out at Killarney’s Publick House, lunches 
at Tastee Sub Shop, Greek life dues, cranberry 
gear, dorm decorations —there is an endless 
list of  things to spend money on when in col-

lege, but what often damages a bank account most are 
textbooks. 

Last fall, President Gregory Dell’Omo launched 
the Textbook Reserve Program aimed to aid freshmen 
with the cost of  higher education, and the program 
has doubled the amount of  books available since then. 

“It is likely that some students have saved hun-
dreds of  dollars by using the textbook reserve pro-
gram,” said Dean of  University Libraries F. William 
Chickering. “A side benefit is that since the textbooks 
do not leave the library, there is the tendency for 
students to study with them longer at each session, and 
study earlier, so as to be able to use the books without 
waiting.”

Moore Library on the Lawrenceville campus has 
288 textbooks available for two-hour rentals, and 
Talbott Library on the Princeton campus has 22 

textbooks, according to Moore Library Department 
Chairperson Robert J. Lackie. Last fall, the program 
offered about 120 books total for many 100- and some 
200-level courses.

Since the program’s start, many freshmen have 
taken advantage of  the offer. Moore has circulated 
its textbooks 588 times, and Talbott has circulated its 
textbooks 20 times, according to Lackie.

“Free textbook rentals are a great thing, especially 
for freshmen,” said Jennifer Londregan, a junior 
behavioral neuroscience major. “My first year here, I 
was naïve enough to buy all the textbooks when they 
weren’t all necessary, and that’s $800 I will never get 
back.”

The United States Public Interest Research Group 
surveyed more than 2,000 college students in 33 states 
and on 156 different campuses and found that the 
average student spends as much as $1,200 each year 
on textbooks and supplies.

 “Free textbooks in general are a great idea because 
it’s so expensive to buy or rent all of  the required 
textbooks on top of  what we pay in tuition every year, 

especially when some books, math for example, cost 
up to $200 each and are hardly ever used,” Londregan 
said.

While upperclassmen would also benefit from being 
able to rent textbooks for free, the program cannot 
yet afford to include books required for 300- and 400- 
level courses.

 “Library funds are always limited, and balanc-
ing expenditures for journals, databases, monographs 
and media, which have strong value over time, with 
expenditures for textbooks, which have a short shelf  
life, presents a challenge,” Chickering said.

Because the Textbook Reserve Program does not 
provide books for upperclassmen, they have to pur-
chase books, which many teachers recommend. 

“Many faculty see value in students owning their 
texts, annotating them, reviewing them and referring 
back to them as their studies progress,” Chickering 
said. 

Students must present their Rider ID in order to rent a book. 
A list of  available textbooks can be found at guides.rider.edu/
textbooks.

News

By Lauren Lavelle

AWARD-WINNING journalist and 
author Sonia Nazario delivered a 
keynote lecture on Oct. 19 about 
moral struggles while writing 

Rider’s 2016 shared read  “Enrique’s 
Journey.” 

Originally published in 2006, 
“Enrique’s Journey” follows 17-year-old 
Enrique as he attempts to escape the 
clutches of  his homeland of  Honduras 
to meet his mother in the United States, 
where she immigrated when he was a 
young boy. 

Nazario periodically accompanied 
Enrique throughout his journey and 
tried her best to participate in his daily 
struggles in order to truly portray the 
life of  a young immigrant.

“I was drawn to the fact that it 
was such a great story,” said Nazario. 
“When you see what people go 
through, you realize no wall will stop 
someone this determined. In a time 
with the greatest hostility towards 
immigrants since the Great Depression, 
I wanted to take people inside one 
immigrant family. Perhaps the most 
compelling way to do that, to put 
people in someone’s shoes, would be 
to show a child going to his mother. I 
thought people might be willing to go 
along for the ride, and, once they’re in 
the shoes, they can decide what they 
like and what they don’t like.”

Nazario originally became aware of  
the immigration struggle after having 
a conversation with her housekeeper 
about her life before traveling to the 
United States.

“She told me she left four kids 
behind in Guatemala and hadn’t seen 
them in 12 years,” said Nazario. “The 

number one thing I look for is if  the 
story moves me on an emotional level, 
because if  it moves me, maybe it will 
move you to do something about what 
I’ve described. When she told me she 
hadn’t seen her kids, the hair went up 
on my arms. As a storyteller, I was very 
drawn to it.”

In order to truly delve into Enrique’s 
situation, Nazario took her reporting 
techniques to the extreme by attempt-
ing to live her life as closely to an 
immigrant’s as possible. When asked if  
she would do it all again, she seemed a 
bit hesitant but ultimately willing. 

“Right now, I would not ride on top 
of  freight trains,” said Nazario. “It’s 
gone from going up to the line of  crazy 
to actually going over that line. There 
are so many kidnappings on top of  the 
trains now. Fifteen years ago, it was 
an urban myth that people would get 
snatched and now it’s a reality. It was a 
lot less of  an issue when I did the jour-
ney, but I would still do the story itself  
if  I could find a safe way to do it.”  

Nazario often mentions how 
Enrique’s story has impacted not only 
those in similar situations but people in 
all aspects of  life. 

Assistant Adjunct Spanish Professor 
Magui Pérez-Garrido felt a deep con-
nection with the story when initially 
deciding to make the book a part of  her 
curriculum.

“I read “Enrique’s Journey” in my 
backyard, and, as I was reading, I 
started crying and had to go inside,” 
said Pérez-Garrido. “Even if  I tried 
to read it objectively as a journalistic 
or literary work, as a mother, I could 
not help it but feel empathy for all 
the children that had to make this 

unimaginable journey through Central 
America and Mexico. There are 
multiple monumental messages about 
humanity in this book. For a child to 
take this journey in search of  his or 
her mother is beyond human. It is an 
example of  tremendous hope, faith and 
resilience.”

Nazario appreciates such meaningful 
reactions and is happy her words and 
Enrique’s story had the opportunity to 
touch so many lives. 

“It’s educated huge numbers of  
people in the U.S.,” said Nazario. “I 
get emails everyday from students say-
ing, ‘I was forced to read your book; I 
was raised anti-immigrant, and I had 
to read this, and it changed my per-
spective about immigrants.’ It’s made 

everything worthwile.” 
Pérez-Garrido feels reading 

“Enrique’s Journey” helps students 
understand an issue that often falls 
below the surface. 

“This book exposes students to a 
global issue that involves not just Latin 
America but the rest of  the world, 
too,” said Pérez-Garrido. “These are 
problems that should be addressed in 
constructivist ways and in other ways. 
They are global issues students should 
consider.” 

She also reminds her students that 
the immigration struggle will not 
become easier any time soon. 

“We shall not forget Enrique; there 
are many Enriques around us,” said 
Pérez-Garrido. 

 Rider green team. (Left to right): Lauren Margel, Melissa Greenberg, Samantha Sawh, 
Ambria Dell’Oro, Kenneth Dillon, Lexi Reynolds, Jillian Spratt, Marianna Buseman
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Rider stays sustainable, lands spot in Princeton Review
CONT’D FROM P. 1

now a graduate assistant to 
Greenberg.  “I don’t expect people to change their whole lives and become environ-

mentalists but you would be surprised. Through the little things people learn, they end 
up caring.” 

Looking forward, Greenberg plans to get Rider’s existing buildings LEED certified, 
and she will continue to raise awareness on environmental issues and sustainability.   
And Spratt, who used to volunteer at her local environmental center, continues to raise 
awareness for sustainability through managing the school’s Eco Reps.  

“If  you are thinking about sustainability, you are thinking about long-term solutions,” 
said Spratt. “Sustainability means we are fighting for a world that our future fam-
ily and grandchildren will live in.  It’s not just for science majors.  Sustainability is for 
everyone.” 

Author Sonia Nazario discusses her childhood during her keynote lecture on Oct.19. 
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Arts&Entertainment
Returning to roots through service
By Emily Klingman

FOR students going on service trips abroad, giving 
back to the global community is just as important 
as the continuation of  their own individual story.
For sophomore finance major Victoria Jacoby, 

her decision to travel to Morocco last spring and now 
her upcoming trip to Thailand is deeply intertwined 
with her own life story. 

“Personally, I went with the intention of  personal 
growth,” she said. “I was adopted at six months old 
from China, and I came from an orphanage. So I 
wanted to see with my own eyes the environment 
there and try to make a difference.”

The trip has had a lasting impact on her daily life 
back home. It taught her a simple and important life 
lesson: Be thankful for the little things in life.

“Because of  the countless opportunities that we are 
given day to day, I try to extend my gratitude to oth-
ers and advocate individuals to get the study-abroad 
experience and be exposed to real-world issues going 
on,” Jacoby said. 

“I enjoyed making new friendships,” she said. “I 
went on the trip with the intention of  not knowing 
anyone; I was the youngest on the trip, but it was 
really a great dynamic to have so many different 
people on a trip with the same goal of  making a dif-
ference. We may differ in age, academic school year, 
socially, etc., but we all got very close within the short 
amount of  time because a service trip that intense 
surfaces very emotional feelings that we all connected 
with.”

After hearing about the trip, she was intrigued 
because it sounded so exotic and interesting.

“I immediately called my parents about it, and, for 
a lack of  better words, they were hesitant because of  
financials and various factors: distance, timing of  the 
trip, to save money, etc. They were just coming from 
a practical perspective,” said Jacoby. “I began to think 
deeply of  a reason to go because it was a relevant 
question.”

Jacoby’s contemplation led to her deciding it was 
important for her to learn about where she came 
from. 

“I wanted to pursue the trip to Thailand because 
I realized that I was going to be 20 years old, an age 

where I think I am ready to go see my birth country,” 
she said.

Even though she wasn’t adopted from Thailand, 
she wanted to learn more about the region and its 
Asian culture since she was adopted at a young age.

 “I have never had the desire to find my birth par-
ents,” she said. “Because I was adopted so young, my 
parents are my parents to me. However, I felt it was 
time to open up and give it a chance. I wanted to give 
myself  the chance to see and immerse myself  in the 
culture, and try to make a difference.”

For the upcoming trip, the plan is to fill the needs 
of  an orphanage. Jacoby explained that in Morocco, 
the Bayti orphanage needed “labor intensive beautifi-
cation on their grounds through garden work, paint-
ing classrooms and raising money through charity.” 
According to her, the orphanage in Thailand needs 
chicken coups for food and assistance in educating the 
children in English. 

Assistant Director of  the Center for International 
Education Kim Algeo said the group officially plans 
on visiting an orphanage just outside the city of  
Bangkok, where they will build the chicken coups 
and teach the children how to care for the eggs while 
working alongside local university students. 

Throughout the trip, they will be touring the 
surrounding area and learning about Thailand. 
According to Algeo, some of  their cultural experi-
ences include “visiting all the beautiful golden temples 
in Bangkok, as well as partaking in a traditional Thai 
cooking class.”

This trip to Thailand will be the first service trip to 
Asia for Rider. Algeo said the goal is to offer service 
projects in Africa, Asia and South America, in addi-
tion to possibly Europe or the Pacific Islands.

The decision to go to Thailand for the next service 
trip was Algeo’s idea, because of  her own experiences 
with teaching English in Thailand in 2006. 

“It changed my whole life,” she said. “I worked 
closely with our study-abroad provider to customize 
this trip specifically for Rider students so they could 
have a life-changing experience as well.”

Jacoby believes that students should go on these 
kinds of  service trips, if  not for giving back to the 
world community, for the experience and exposure to 

other cultures. 
“Service is the most rewarding feeling,” she said. 

“The gratitude I felt when I came back from Morocco 
was huge.”

Future Service Learning Projects: There is still room for our 
service trip to Peru in May, 2017. Students should email Kim 
Algeo at kalgeo@rider.edu for more information on future service 
projects.Service Learning Projects for 2018 will be announced in 
February, but Rider will definitely be returning to Morocco. 

Victoria Jacoby was able to connect with children from the Bayti 
orphanage on a service trip to Morocco last spring. She is looking 
forward to her upcoming trip to Thailand where she will build 
chicken coups in Bangkok.
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The Great Debate, featuring the College Republicans and 
College Democrats takes place this  Thursday, October 27th 

Senate is electing one nominated Senior to be the
Honorary Chair for the annual Thanksgiving Drive 

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Clubs and Organizations Liaison meet and greet in the
commuter lounge.  There will be free pizza! 

(Oct 26th, 5:00-6:30 p.m.)

Shuttles on Election Day will be taking 
students to polling stations 

(BLC Theater, 8 p.m.) 

Association of Commuting Students, general meeting October 
27th, 11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in the Commuter Lounge 

Senate meetings open to the public, every Tuesday from 
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. in SWG 115
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By Jason Mount

AUDIENCES will be able to peek into the world of  
geeks in the ’80s with a stage production of  “She 
Kills Monsters” at the Yvonne Theater from Oct. 
26 through Oct. 30. The play follows the story of  

25-year-old Agnes as she discovers the world of  Dungeons 
and Dragons in an effort to find out more about her sister.

Associate Professor of  Theater and Director Trent 
Blanton said he chose the play because it gave the actors 
a chance to learn fight choreography from Fightmaster 
Ian Rose, who worked on “Les Liaisons Dangereuses” on 
Broadway, and because the play itself  is “cool as hell.” 

“The fights added a lot of  challenges for this produc-
tion,” Blanton said. “We have to spend lots of  time on 
them.” 

Junior musical theater major Sophia Introna, who 
plays Agnes, agreed that the fights were challenging, but 
were also some of  the highlights of  the production.

“I kind of  just approached it with an open mind,” 
Introna said. “I felt like doing this play was an entire mas-
ter class on learning fight choreography, and it inspired 

me to dig deeper into it.”
Introna was also presented with some difficulties in 

coming into her character, as well as learning movements 
for the show.

“My character goes through a development,” Introna 
said. “At first she starts off  not into it… she’s very average 
and normal. Finding where she grows throughout the 
play was challenging, and it still is.” 

She also said that her character of  Agnes is different 
from Introna herself. 

Agnes, a school teacher, is described as someone who 
is “very average” and “easily fits in” by Introna. The 
character starts to change after an event happens, which 
Introna did not want to reveal, and Agnes becomes more 
open and is able to let go of  things from her past.

Introna explained her various methods of  prepar-
ing for her character. She was able to delve into Agnes 
by analyzing the script multiple times, using methods of  
movement she learned at Rider, paying attention to how 
she behaved as her character in the moment and even 
created a playlist for her character.

“We have references from the play, so ‘Cranberry’s 
— 10,000 Maniacs.’” Introna said, looking through her 
playlist. “I got some Smashing Pumpkins because that’s 
also referenced in the play. I also have some ’80s stuff  like 
Blondie, because my character grew up in the ’80s. I also 
have some stuff  from the early 2000s that I think Agnes 
would listen to.”

Another aspect of  the unique production highlighted 
by Blanton was how complicated the technical details of  
the show are. 

“This is the most technically complex show I’ve ever 
done at Rider,” Blanton said. “There are a lot of  moving 
parts.” 

Introna hopes that audience members leave the 
production thinking that “Dungeons and Dragons is the 

coolest thing ever,” and that they will “embrace geeks 
everywhere.” She also hopes that audience members will 
be touched by the story and that they’ll be open to new 
things just as her character learns.

When asked what audiences should expect, Blanton 
gave an energetic explanation.

“They can expect a loud, high-octane thrill ride,” he 
said.

Professor expands range, joins ‘acclaimed faculty’

Junior musical theater major Sophia Introna stars as Anges, a 25-year-old woman who discovers the world of Dungons and Dragons 
as a way to connect with her younger sister (above center, left and far left). “She Kills Monsters”  is one of the most technically compli-
cated productions Rider students have performed, featuring several fight scenes and thrilling adventures.

By Samantha Brandbergh

GROWING up, Rachel Brashier was 
surrounded by music, singing in 
her school choir and local church. 

“I have always been a singer, 
but I grew up in a very small, rural 
community, so I didn’t get the chance 
to learn how to read music until I went 
to college,” she said. 

Brashier was also able to pick up 
piano and guitar by ear with the help 
of  her neighbors, and sing the National 
Anthem for community events. 

With music being an ever-present 
aspect of  her life in Illinois, Brashier 
wanted to use her talents to make a 
difference. 

“I taught music at the K-12 level for 
12 years full time in the Chicago metro-
politan area, and loved every minute of  
it,” she said. 

Brashier received a doctorate 
degree in music education, a master’s 
in ethnomusicology and a certificate 
in Collegiate Music Teaching from the 
Eastman School of  Music, and a bach-
elor’s degree in vocal performance and 
music education with certification from 
Eastern Illinois University.

After mentoring student teach-
ers and seeing music education in the 
classroom change, Brashier took the 
initiative to begin teaching music in 
the future. It was then that Brashier 
decided to return to graduate school 
at Southern Illinois University 
Carbondale. 

“All these schools were incred-
ible,” she said. “[At Eastern Illinois], I 
received a very solid and well-rounded 
music education with a lot of  perfor-
mance and teaching opportunities.”

While getting her master’s degree, 

Brashier continued to teach music 
and focused her research on music 
teaching and learning, including the 
“teaching of  gender through Christian 
chants about women from the Eastern 
churches.” 

Over the past few years, Brashier 
has pursued a Ph.D. in music education 
and hopes to finish her dissertation on 

emerging teaching identities of  student 
teachers in music education classrooms. 

“I have also recently published a 
study on the way the people with learn-
ing differences teach and learn music in 
communities,” she said. “I hope to pub-
lish a recent ethnographic study about 
how the collegiate voice studio func-
tions as a music learning community.”

What prompted Brashier to make 
the move to New Jersey, she said, was 
Westminster’s “fine reputation and 
acclaimed faculty.” 

“The students here are so motivated 
to learn and be the best music teach-
ers they can be, and the faculty here 
are driven to help everyone learn and 
improve,” she said. “I love that at this 
school, no one is a number, and no one 
can get lost in the crowd.”

Junior music education major 
Rebecca Carroll, who is currently in 
Brashier’s Critical Pedagogy Level 
Three course, which deals with criti-
cal theory, constructive teaching and 
socio-transformative teaching, praised 
Brashier’s involved teaching style. 

“[Brashier] took long enough to 
understand what types of  backgrounds 
we came from, musically and educa-
tion-wise,” she said. “She’s very quick 
to match something that she’s doing to 
something that each of  us have experi-
enced in the past.” 

Because of  Brashier’s broad knowl-
edge of  music and music education, she 
is able to bring an “outside perspec-
tive that we wouldn’t have approached 
because we’re not exposed to [it] 
frequently,” according to Carroll. 

For Brashier, Westminster’s small 
community allows not only the students 
to succeed, but the professors as well. 

“I became a teacher to teach 
people first and foremost, and the small 
student-to-professor ratio here really 
lets me teach people as individuals, and 
take the time to learn from them, too,” 
she said. 
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Rider’s first drive-in movie sure to be a scream
By Jessica Hergert

STUDENTS wishing to experience the thrill of  
a drive-in movie will finally have the chance, 
thanks to 107.7 The Bronc. The station is currently 
preparing for Scream Screen, the first Rider 

University drive-in movie, taking place on the Campus 
Mall on Oct. 28. 

With 13 stands for trick-or-treating, free food from 
sponsors and a scary movie chosen by the Rider stu-
dent body, Scream Screen is anticipated to be one of  
the biggest events of  the semester. 

The brains behind Scream Screen are the same 
that brought the egg hunt and gave away a car last 
semester: the workers at 107.7 The Bronc. Radio station 
staff  members have been busy conceptualizing this 
“outside-the-box” idea. 

According to The Bronc’s General Manager, John 
Mozes, Scream Screen is “two-fold,” meaning it ben-
efits both the student body at Rider and those working 
at the radio station.

“We are doing all the things a commercial radio 
station does,” says Mozes. “This gives our students 
that are part of  The Bronc an engaged learning 
experience.” 

In return, Mozes says the student body is then 
exposed to amazing events that enhance the student 
life experience at Rider overall. 

Planning Scream Screen started a little differently 
than most of  The Bronc’s events, as they needed to get 
Rider’s administration onboard with parking cars on 
the Campus Mall. 

Mozes says there was no problem pitching this idea.
 “Everybody worked to try to find a way to make 

this work,” he said.
The next step was to get sponsors for the “trunk-

or-treat” portion of  the event. Mozes explained that 
most of  the 16 sponsors involved in Scream Screen, 
including Terhune Orchards, Halo Pub and Mountain 
Dew, were either already partnered with The Bronc or 
were eager to hop onboard. 

Even Rider organizations such as the Center for 

International Education and Rider Dining Services 
wanted to be in on the action by setting up their own 
trunk-or-treat stations. 

The sponsors will provide the food, candy and 
prizes for Scream Screen and, in return, gain exposure 
to what is believed will be a huge crowd. 

Mozes responded with a laugh when asked what 
kind of  turnout he expects. “I have no idea,” he said, 
going on to explain that The Bronc’s website page 
experienced record-breaking traffic with 6,600 hits in 
13 days. 

With the hype surrounding the event, Mozes and 
everybody working the event at The Bronc believe this 
could easily become a running tradition at Rider. 

He theorizes that students understand the real 
world is tough but everybody wants to have a taste of  
childhood. “This event is bringing that to Rider, that 
chance to feel a little bit like a kid again,” he said.

So, what can students expect from Scream Screen? 
Well, in short, free food, loads of  candy and a scary 

movie played on “the largest movie screen on the east 
coast.” 

According to Mary-Lyn Buckley, the social media 
director of  The Bronc, “this is such a great way 
to bring the Rider community together around 
Halloween.” 

“Bringing back a drive-in movie is something many 
people in our generation have never experienced,” she 
said. 

 “If  every Rider student, every Rider faculty mem-
ber, every Rider staff  member came out to enjoy it, I 
would be very happy,”  said Mozes.

Everybody is invited to come out to the event 
and experience the first of  its kind in Rider’s history. 
Scream Screen takes place Oct. 28 on the Campus 
Mall. Cars can begin moving on the grass at 6 p.m. 
and must be parked by 7:30 p.m. 

Trunk-or-treating, pumpkin painting and other 
Halloween festivities will begin at 7 p.m. with the 
movie beginning at 8 p.m.
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Newly-hired music education professor Dr. Rachel Brashier, who serves as an acting assistant profes-
sor at Westminster Choir College, speaks to her Critical Pedagogy Level Three class during a lecture 
about ciritical teaching theories.
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Family bonding brings Dungeons and Dragons action and adventure to life
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

News media: the 
good, bad and ugly
FACEBOOK’S 

The New York Times  The Washington 
Post,

The New Yorker Slate 

The New York Times 

Business Insider,

The 
Economist 

The Economist 
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Network, shadow, intern, oh my

Write a winning résumé

EDITOR’S CORNER

Tips for the pre-
grad job hunt
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sure your résumé reflects your personality and is curated to the job that you are 
looking to apply for. Don’t make a one-size-fits-all résumé and send it out for all to 
see. Make sure that if  the employer has certain requirements, such as specific social 
media sites that you must know, that you put those first as your skill sets. That way 
the employer is more likely to see you as a better candidate.

When in doubt, search online
There are many websites online that allow you to punch in the location you 

would like to work and the title of  the job you are looking for to aggregate a list of  
available jobs. This can be daunting but if  you take your time, it could be worth 
your while. Indeed.com and simplyhired.com are two websites that I have used to 
search and apply for jobs. While the websites can bring in jobs that you are not 
looking for, I have found that there are some stand-out jobs along the way. The best 
thing is these websites take you straight to the company’s website so you can apply 
directly to them.

Create an online portfolio
Another great way to showcase your personality and experiences is to create an 

online portfolio. Go to wordpress.com and create a free website where you can put 
all the projects you’ve done during your time at Rider on that you might not be able 
to showcase in a résumé or job application. Once you have a portfolio set up online, 
you can add the URL to your résumé so employers can find your projects online 
and see the work you have accomplished. This is also a great way to put everything 
you’ve done throughout your college career together in one place to show off  to 
your friends and family. 

Everything in your portfolio can then be added to a paper portfolio that you 
bring with you to job interviews. Make sure when you print out your work for 
your interview that you include copies that the employer can keep. Don’t put any 
original artwork in the papers that you give to the interviewer. This is a way for the 
interviewer to have a piece of  you that they can remember and that can hopefully 
remind them to give you a call back to offer you the position.

Don’t be frightened by the mystery of  job searching, have a plan and go see the 
Career Development Center if  you need help. They can do mock interviews and 
help you build your résumé when you’re in doubt. You can find out more informa-
tion on the services they provide by going to rider.edu/careers.

—Alexis Schulz
Senior journalism major

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Spooky skeletons with a dash of Halloween green
LEAVES 

are scary things on the news all day — not only is it election season, it’s almost 
Halloween. In the holiday spirit, I went through the history of  the Green Cor-

when this time of  year rolls around. 
In the last seven years of  the Green Corner, the Eco Reps connected sus-

tainability and Halloween four times. In 2011, Westminster Eco Rep Gillian 
Eshleman wrote that Halloween costume swapping parties are great ways to reuse 
and recycle your old costumes. 

“You can bring in your old costumes and trade with friends. Not only is this 
the best way of  reusing what you have, but it also gives you another reason to 
have a party,” Gillian said (2011. Reduce, reuse, recycle your costumes). 

That’s reason enough for me. Now the trouble will be finding someone who 
could put a 4th-grader-sized Frankenstein costume to use.

Much has changed over the years, but American’s love for Halloween never 
will. In 2012, Lawrenceville Eco Rep Sharlis Thompson reported that “according 
to nationalretailfederation.com, Americans love this holiday so much we spend 
about $8 billion a year on it,” (2012. Dreaming of  a green Halloween). Sharlis 
said that to save money and collect as much candy as possible “use a reusable bag 
that can be purchased for as little as $0.99.” 

Reusable bags are not only environmentally friendly but also hold way more 
candy than plastic bags do. Sounds like a win-win to me.

However, candy isn’t all that’s exciting about Halloween. It’s a strange feel-
ing, but a lot of  people actually enjoy getting scared on Halloween. A sure way 
of  satisfying that feeling is encountering a classic Halloween animal: the bat. 
Lawrenceville Eco Rep Sarah Bergen reported in 2014 that “a recent study in 
Science magazine revealed that bats save the U.S. agriculture industry up to $53 
billion each year” (2014. Shedding light on the creatures of  the night). Sarah 
furthers that, according to bettervegetablegardening.com, “guano, or bat feces, 

is an excellent fertilizer that offers high amounts of  minor and trace minerals, 
nitrogen and phosphorus that help plants thrive.” Scary as they may be, bats have 
an incredible and unprecedented effect on both the environment and agriculture.

Last year, Samantha Sawh, The Rider News’ own Opinion Editor and 
Lawrenceville Eco Rep, reminded us how to snack hard and conserve hard. 
Rather than picking up familiar brand names, Sam suggests Yummy Earth 
Organic lollipops and Endangered Species Chocolate Bug Bites which are envi-
ronmentally conscious, affordable and delicious, so we can be sustainable and still 
snack hard. She also suggested picking up costumes from local thrift and con-
signment shops like Green Street Consignment in Princeton, Plato’s Closet off  
Route 1 and Rescue Mission in Trenton. If  you’re using makeup in your costume, 
Sam also advocates buying cruelty-free makeup and even painting your face. 
She writes that “sustainability is a lifestyle, and even as everything turns to black 
and orange and then to candy-cane red and white, it is important always to stay 
green” (2015. Mixing a little green in your witch’s brew). 

As going green becomes more affordable and convenient without compromis-
ing the traditions we know and love around the holidays, it is getting so much 
easier to be sustainable while fully enjoying Halloween. A great way to get in 
the spirit this year is by going over to Rider’s first Scream Screen, a Halloween 
themed drive-in movie. The 40’ x 22’ blow-up screen will project “It’s A Great 
Pumpkin Charlie Brown” all while trunk-or-treat stations give out candy, cou-
pons, T-shirts and more. 

Over the years, the Eco Reps have put together so many great tips and 
reminders to green your Halloween that will only be improved upon in years to 
come. So as you get ready for the holiday, remember to stay safe, have fun and be 
green. (Also, watch out for those clowns.)

—Kenneth Dillon 
Lawrenceville Eco Rep 

Oct. 26, 2016    The Rider News 9

Future job guidance
CONT’D FROM P. 8

SENIOR SUGGESTIONS

This holiday, pick a good costume, not culture

HALLOWEEN is the holiday where you don’t have to 
be yourself. You can be anything you want. You 
can be an animal, a crayon, a bumblebee, an 
oxymoron or a literal representation of  a phrase. 

However, there are some costumes we should be mind-
ful not to wear. Some costumes misrepresent aspects of  

Using Halloween to represent a culture without any 
knowledge about it is cultural appropriation.

Cultural appropriation is becoming an issue when 
it comes to costumes. In 2015, The New York Times
briefly defined cultural appropriation as “pretending 
for fun or profit to be a member of  an ethnic, racial 
or gender group to which you do not belong,” in an 
article titled “Halloween Costume Correctness on 
Campus: Feel Free to Be You, but Not Me.”

This is a problem. When it comes to religions or 
spiritual objects, we should not mock them. Halloween 
is not a holiday in which we mock other cultures. It is 
a day we dress up as our favorite characters or jokes to 
collect candy from strangers.

There have been many articles on how college 

students are becoming too sensitive, too “politically 
correct.” But I call it being a decent human being. 
There are traditions behind articles of  clothing or 
items that not everyone understands and wearing it 
as a Halloween costume is disrespectful. Someone 
else’s lifestyle should not be made fun of  or treated as 
a joke. It makes the culture lose its legitimate signifi-
cance in the eyes of  the public. 

There are exceptions to this rule. If  you are wear-
ing traditional Indian attire at an Indian wedding 
your close friend invited you too, and your friend has 
shown you the correct way to wear these items, then 
this is okay. This is not appropriation. This is correctly 
participating in a culture in a respectful way. You can 
educate yourself  about a culture in order to say or 
do or wear things correctly. But don’t ignorantly steal 
another person’s culture to use as some butt-end of  a 
joke.

The New York Times, in the same aforementioned 
article, said “that the melding of  cultures is often 
about which group has the power to take symbols, 
styles or language from another.” White people have 

been stealing everyone’s culture since the beginning 
of  colonialism. Maybe even before then. This is why 
we shouldn’t appropriate. None of  us should have the 
power to take culture from other people. We can learn 
about other cultures, and we can participate once we 
are educated. As people, all of  our cultures are signifi-
cant, so we should not disrespect.

Listen, I’m not here to ruin your Halloween plans 
— by all means, dress up. But please stay away from 
costumes involving questionable actions or themes 
such as black face, headdresses or clothing with reli-
gious implications. 

Halloween is not to deride culture. In fact, it isn’t 
even to dress up and collect candy; it’s a holiday to 
remember the dead where some people go to church, 
but as Americans, we already ruined that. 

So dress up as Ben Franklin, or student loans but 
not a menorah or a Native American. Be you for 
Halloween, not someone else.

—Rena Carman 
Senior communication studies major

Opinion
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Baligian nets a hat trick in blowout win
By Brandon Scalea

COMING off  a disappointing loss to 
cross-state rival Monmouth, the 
field hockey team exploded for a 
nine-goal performance on Oct. 20. 

Rider (9-8, 3-2 MAAC) headed to 
New York for a meeting with Long 
Island University Brooklyn, a program 
that is competing in field hockey for the 
first time ever. The Broncs took advan-
tage of  their opponent’s all-freshman 
lineup and cruised to a dominating 9-0 
win. 

Junior forward Allison Baligian had 
one of  the best performances of  her 
career, netting three goals for her first 
career hat trick. She now has 27 goals 
in her collegiate career. Senior mid-
fielder Kalyn O’Brien added two goals 
of  her own. Six Broncs total would 
earn a spot on the scorer’s sheet. 

Baligian said the team’s performance 
as a whole felt great.

“Getting a hat trick was a goal I’ve 
always wanted to accomplish at least 
once in my career, so reaching that was 
satisfying,” she said. “Putting up nine 
goals team-wise was awesome because 
there were many different people who 
scored and assisted.” 

Just six minutes in, senior forward 
Carlie Spaeder opened the scoring with 
an unassisted shot past the Blackbirds’ 
goalie Shelly Drucker. The goal was 
her seventh on the season and gave the 

Broncs a 1-0 lead. 
In the 27th minute, O’Brien scored 

her first of  the game — also unas-
sisted — off  a mad scramble in front of  
the net. She scored again early in the 
second half  to make it 5-0. 

Just a minute and 10 seconds after 
O’Brien’s first goal, Baligian scored 
her first off  an assist from freshman 
midfielder Daane Koch. The 3-0 lead 
would take the Broncs into halftime. 

Two minutes into the second half, 

Baligian scored again; then, in the 42nd 
minute, she added her third of  the 
afternoon off  another assist from Koch. 
By that point, it was 6-0 Rider. 

To make it 7-0, senior midfielder 
Carlota Alsina scored her third of  the 
year just two minutes later. Junior for-
ward Lauren Bock and freshman back 
Alice Otterson each added a goal late, 
for the impressive 9-0 final score. 

Head Coach Lori Hussong said it 
was huge for Rider to win that way. 

“We really needed a game like this,” 
she said. “We were happy to see Ally 
back in the scoring column and to see 
so many others contribute. We don’t 
have a go-to player this year, so every-
one has to contribute to our efforts.”

However, the momentum off  the big 
win was short-lived, as Rider fell 3-1 to 
a tough Ivy-League opponent, Cornell, 
on Oct. 23. 

The Broncs struck first in the game, 
as Alsina put one home in the 22nd 
minute off  a Spaeder penalty corner. 
The 1-0 lead would last into halftime. 

In the second, the Big Red scored 
three unanswered goals on freshman 
goalie Emily Gilligan, including one in 
the final minute of  regulation, to put it 
away. 

Hussong said the loss shouldn’t hurt 
the Broncs.

“The score didn’t indicate how well 
we played,” she said. “Playing a very 
skilled team at this point in the season 
should benefit us in our future games.”

The final regular season game is 
Oct. 28 at home against Siena at 7 p.m. 
The Broncs enter that game in third 
place in the MAAC, needing a top-four 
finish to qualify for the playoffs for the 
16th consecutive year. 

Junior forward Allison Baligian had her first career hat trick in a 9-0 blowout against LIU Brooklyn.
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First Round Semi Finals
#1 Monmouth

#2 Siena

#3 Rider

#5 Quinnipiac

#6 Canisius

#4 Marist

Marist

Quinnipiac   Marist

Canisius   Marist

Rider   Canisius   Quinnipiac

OCT. 29 @ #3

OCT. 29 @ #4

NOV. 4
@ Monmouth

NOV. 4
@ Monmouth

NOV. 6
@ Monmouth

THE MAAC women’s soccer tourna-
ment is set to begin on Oct. 29, 
and Rider has an opportunity to 
win its second conference champi-

onship in program history.  
While Rider is guaranteed to host 

a playoff  game in the first round, its 
opponent, as well as seeding in the 
tournament will not be decided until 
Oct. 26.

The graphic on the left is the cur-
rent state of  the bracket, with Rider 
holding the No. 3 seed and facing 
off  against Canisius. Here is how the 
Broncs fared against their three pos-
sible opponents. 

4. Marist
On Rider’s Senior Day, Marist 

played spoiler and defeated the Broncs 
2-1 in double overtime on Oct. 15. 
Rider had the lead for the majority of  
the game, but Marist managed to tie 
it up with a goal in the 74th minute. 
Marist won the game just three and a 
half  minutes into  the second overtime 
period thanks to a Broncs turnover.

5. Quinnipiac
Quinnipiac was the first team to lose 

to Rider during the team’s historic 4-0 
start in conference play. The Broncs 
won 2-1 on Sept. 17, after freshman 
midfielder Sofia Soares scored the 
game-winner in the 70th minute of  the 
game.

6. Canisius
After Quinnipiac, Rider defeated 

Canisius 3-0 on Sept. 24 at Ben Cohen 
Field. After the Broncs’ senior back 
Heather Maierle put the team up 
on the board in the first half  with a 
penalty kick, junior forward Ellie Smith 
scored two more goals in the win.

2016 MAAC women’s soccer tournament outlook
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V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs dig in for season-best �ve straight wins
By Carlos Toro

THE volleyball team entered its latest homestand 
with its record sitting at below .500. Now the 
Broncs leave Alumni Gym on a five-match win 
streak.

The Broncs (13-11, 7-5 MAAC) defeated Canisius 
on Oct. 22 and Niagara on Oct. 23, reaching their 
longest winning streak in more than a year.

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano was proud of  
the team’s performance against Niagara, where the 
Broncs won 3-0.

“I thought we did a sensational job at every aspect 
of  the game,” Feliciano said. “Our passing, our serv-
ing, our offensive decisions and our floor defense were 
spectacular.”

Against Canisius (5-14, 3-7 MAAC), Rider opened 
the first set of  the game with a 13-4 run. The Broncs 
kept the Golden Griffins’ offense in check, eventually 
winning 25-18.

Canisius then continued to play tough and stayed 
neck and neck with Rider in the second set. With the 
teams locked at 9-9, a kill from Canisius senior outside 
hitter Katlyn Tyler gave Canisius the lead and an 
eventual 25-20 victory.

The visiting Golden Griffins then carried the 
momentum of  the set win and started the third frame 
with a 9-5 run. An attack error from Canisius and kills 
by sophomore outside hitter Savannah Logan and 
graduate middle-hitter Briana Guzman not only tied 
the game, but also turned the tides in Rider’s favor. 

After both teams struggled to string points together, 

Rider pulled away and won the third set 25-19. The 
Broncs won the fourth and final set 25-21 to get the 
match win.

The Broncs then hosted Niagara (9-14, 7-4 MAAC) 
and started the match with complete control. The first 
set only had two ties, and Rider had the lead the rest 
of  the way as it won the first set 25-21.

The Purple Eagles took advantage of  several attack 
errors from the Broncs early in the second set and had 
an 8-4 lead. Logan then had a kill that jumpstarted a 
run for the Broncs in which they quickly took the lead 
and won the second set 25-19.

There was little opposition from Canisius in the 
third set as Rider got the first point in the set and did 
not surrender its lead for the remainder of  the set. 
The Broncs won 25-18 and the match 3-0.

Rider junior setter Veronica Koval led the team 
with 33 assists. Sophomore right-side hitter Hailey 
Riede had 10 kills and Guzman led the Broncs with an 
attack percentage of  .750 in the win against Niagara.

The win kept Rider fifth in the MAAC, but now it 
is two games behind Quinnipiac for second place in 
the conference.

Rider will now head north for the final road trip of  
the regular season. The Broncs will face off  against 
Saint Peter’s (0-16, 0-11 MAAC) on Oct. 29 and then 
against Quinnipiac (17-8, 9-3 MAAC) on Oct. 30.

Feliciano stated that the team has been improv-
ing for the last few weeks and the results show for 
themselves.

“It’s really refreshing seeing our team continue 

to grow,” Feliciano said. “We’re in a good place and 
we’re following our process to win games.”

The first round of  the MAAC Championships will 
start on Nov. 18 and will be played on the campus of  
Fairfield. Last season, Rider qualified for the post-
season for the first time in 11 years. The team was 
eliminated in the first round by Manhattan. 

CO LU M N

2016-17 MAAC women’s predictions

By Carlos Toro

LAST season, the MAAC enjoyed a 
two-horse race between Iona and 
Quinnipiac, with the Gaels advanc-
ing to the NCAA Tournament and 

playing in a close game against No. 2 
Maryland. This season, there are more 
teams looking to break into the confer-
ence’s elite class than ever before. Here 
are my predictions on how the MAAC 
will shape up for women’s basketball.

1. Iona (23-12, 16-4 MAAC last 
season)
Key Player: Senior forward Karynda 
Dupree

The Gaels did not win the regular-
season title in 2015, but they asserted 
their dominance in the conference 
when they defeated top-seeded 
Quinnipiac in the MAAC Tournament 
finals by 16 points. The team no longer 
has forward Joy Adams, who was an 
All-MAAC first-team selection. This 
year, the attention will turn to pre-
season first team All-MAAC Marina 
Lizarazu and expect defensive stalwart 
DuPree to have more of  an offensive 
presence than she had last year in 
order to offset the absence of  Adams.

2. Quinnipiac (25-9, 17-3 MAAC)
Key Player: Sophomore guard/for-
ward Aryn McClure

Quinnipiac has run the show in the 
MAAC for the past few years, and this 
year’s team expects more of  the same 
success. The Bobcats expect McClure 
to have an even better season than last 
year, when she won MAAC Rookie 
of  the Year. The team’s core remains 
largely intact except for 2015 second 
team All-MAAC selection Maria 
Napolitano. 

3. Siena (14-18, 10-10 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Denisha 
Petty-Evans

Siena has hovered around the .500 
mark in conference play the past cou-
ple of  seasons, but last year was Petty-
Evans’ first as a Saint and she finally 
came into her role in the team. Junior 
guard Kollyns Scarbrough should also 
put Siena into the upper echelon of  
teams in the MAAC conference.

(16-15, 11-9 MAAC)
Key Player: Redshirt senior guard 
Casey Smith

Losing Lizzy Ball and Kristin 
Schatzlein is a huge blow to this 
Fairfield squad, but thankfully, those 
were the only two real losses the team 
had. Fairfield’s late-season collapse, 
which saw the team drop five straight 
losses to end the season, should give 
it a chip on its shoulder, as it tries to 
come back to conference supremacy.

5. Marist (16-16, 14-6 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior guard Allie 
Clement

Like Fairfield, Marist lost two 
important seniors from last year’s team: 
Tori Jarosz and Sydney Coffey, who 
were responsible for more than half  
of  the team’s total average points per 

game. Clement is the next woman up 
as she was the only other player from 
last year’s team to average at least nine 
points per game. Her excellent three-
point shooting (37 percent from beyond 
the arc) will keep Marist in a lot of  
games.

6. Manhattan (15-16, 11-9 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior guard Amani 
Tatum

Tatum is about as close to a com-
plete player the conference has to 
offer, but it will take more than Tatum 
to make Manhattan a serious con-
tender. The team could not string wins 
together in the last month of  the sea-
son and now it has six less seniors on 
the team. It will be up to the younger 
players to step up and carry the rest of  
the squad.

7. Canisius (13-17, 8-12 MAAC) 
Key Player: Junior guard Margret 
Halfdanardottir

To Canisius’ credit, they are not a 
team that solely relies on one player. 
The program had a lot of  depth that 
played well collectively toward the end 
of  last season, but most of  that depth 
is gone, so it is back to the drawing 
board. Halfdanardottir is one of  the 
best offensive players on this year’s 
team and she’ll be looked at as the 
leader of  what is certainly a rebuilding 
year for the Golden Griffins.

 (8-22, 5-15 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Robin 
Perkins

Rider showed signs of  great play 
last year when it started 2-0 and won 
four of  its last seven regular season 
games. But inconsistency doomed the 
Broncs as they finished with a 5-15 
conference record. Perkins is the team’s 
offensive powerhouse, but the rest of  

the team needs to step up if  it hopes 
to contend for a spot in the top half  of  
the conference.

9. Monmouth (14-17, 11-9 MAAC)
Key Player: Senior guard Tyese Purvis

It almost doesn’t do justice placing 
Monmouth in the bottom half  of  the 
MAAC, considering they had a massive 
hot streak toward the end of  the sea-
son. However, the team has to replace 
six seniors, most of  whom were the 
reason the Hawks played so well. This 
year’s team has eight freshmen and 
sophomores to try and fill that void and 
build for the future, as well as transfer 
Purvis, who had a short but successful 
career at Monroe Community College.

10. Niagara (8-23, 5-15 MAAC)
Key Player: Redshirt junior forward 
Victoria Rampado

Don’t let the 8-23 record last season 
be an indicator of  how good or bad 
the team is. The Purple Eagles have 
Rampado back from injury and she 
is expected to get the team back to a 
more stable state. Unfortunately, the 
program has not had a winning confer-
ence record since the 2004-05 season. 

11. Saint Peter’s (4-26, 2-18 MAAC)
Key Player: Junior forward Sajanna 
Bethea

A four-win season in 2015 was 
only a sign of  how much the program 
still needs to improve. Combine that 
with an insane non-conference road 
schedule (Maryland, South Carolina, 
Penn State), and this may be another 
year where the program will finish last 
in the conference. Bethea is the lone 
bright spot on the team, being selected 
as a preseason second team All-MAAC 
honoree.

Junior Veronica Koval had 33 assists in the win against Niagara.
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Inside today: 
Allison Baligian nets 
a hat trick in 9-0 win. 
Page 10

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Second-half surge earns 
home playoff game
By Brandon Scalea

THE women’s soccer team is MAAC-playoff  bound 
for the fourth straight year following a come-
from-behind win at Iona on Oct. 19.

This year, Rider (9-5-3, 6-3-1 MAAC) started 
conference play 4-0, its best start in program history. 
However, the Broncs had only won two of  their last 
four heading into the contest against the Gaels. 

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome said he is proud 
of  what the team has been able to accomplish this 
season.

“This year, we matched the most MAAC points the 
program has had in a season,” he said. “We have an 
experienced group of  players who know what a home 
playoff  game around Halloween feels like. The hard 
work came over the summer, then together during the 
heat of  August and preseason.”

After 55 minutes of  scoreless action, Iona broke 
the scoreless tie in the 56th minute. The Gaels’ senior 
midfielder Mariana Jaramillo took a pass in the right 
side of  the box and sent a rising shot past senior goal-
keeper Bethany-May Howard. 

However, instead of  giving Iona the momentum, 
the goal seemed to ignite the Broncs, who responded 
quickly.

In the 60th minute, junior midfielder Hollie Kelsh 
finally broke through for her first goal of  the season. 
The goal came unassisted, as a lob pass was sent into 
the box and deflected off  several Iona defenders, right 
to Kelsh, who drove it past the goalkeeper to tie the 
game at one. 

Just three minutes later, the offensive pressure led 
to another Rider goal as junior midfielder Ellie Smith 
netted her eighth of  the season. After a pass from 
sophomore forward Kourtney Cunningham, Smith 
moved in on the goalie and made a terrific move to 
slide the ball into the empty net. The 2-1 score would 

remain until the final horn. 
Howard made three saves, as Iona’s 

Tiffany Martinez made five, but the 
Broncs outshot the home team 9-6. 

In the final regular season game of  
2016, Rider fell on the road to Fairfield 
on Oct. 22. Heading into the contest 
with only two wins on the year, the 
Stags used a late second-half  goal 
to steal a 1-0 win from the Broncs. 

Despite the loss, Howard made 
five saves. Fairfield’s Megan DeFeo, 
however, made six. 

The lone goal came in the 88th minute, as Brenna 
Brown of  the Stags drove one into the net from the 
right side. Fairfield outshot the Broncs 12-10. The 
Stags’ victory pushed the all-time series to 17-5, in 
their favor. 

The MAAC Tournament will begin on Oct. 29. 
Rider’s seed will not be determined until Oct. 26, 
but Monmouth and Siena have clinched the first and 
second seeds, respectively. The Hawks will have home-
field advantage throughout the tournament.

Last season, the Broncs fell to Monmouth in the 
semifinal. 

Hounsome said the 
team is ready to win a 
championship for the 
second time in three 
seasons. 

“Now the fun starts 
and it’s the reward for 
the grind of  the MAAC regular season schedule,” he 
said. “We will be fully rested for the first time in over 
a month and prepared to start the final part of  the 
championship journey.” 

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs stay unbeaten at home with two more wins
By Carlos Toro

THE men’s soccer team continued its dominance at home with two more confer-
ence wins this past week.

The Broncs (10-3-2, 5-1-2 MAAC) defeated Iona on Oct. 19 and Fairfield 
on Oct. 22 to push their undefeated home record to 6-0 overall for the season. 

The Broncs are undefeated in the past five games, with a 
tie.

Head Coach Charlie Inverso said the game against 
Fairfield was “a good character win” and said the 

Senior Day festivities made the victory even 
more special.

“It was great because I owe a lot to this 
senior class,” Inverso said. “I’m just so 
proud of  all 13 of  them. They’re really 
good guys. I’m glad that we could pull 
this win out on Senior Day.”

When Rider hosted Iona (4-11, 3-4 
MAAC), the Broncs got on the board 
early thanks to junior forward Elliott 

Otmani’s goal from 15 yards out in the 
12th minute of  the game. 
Iona responded a little more than 20 

minutes later when Gaels sophomore for-
ward Daniel Huertas scored the equalizer.

After the first half  ended, Rider junior 
midfielder Jose Aguinaga won the game with 

a penalty kick goal — his third penalty goal in 
the last two games. Aguinaga scored Rider’s two 
goals on penalty kicks in the come-from-behind 
victory against Marist on Oct. 15, and he scored 
the game-winner in the 70th minute.

The Broncs dominated the Gaels in terms 

of  shots, 18-8. Senior goalkeeper Ryan Baird made three saves, while Iona’s Julian 
Petrello made four. 

Then the Broncs had to deal with Fairfield (5-7-2, 3-4 MAAC), who entered 
the game fifth in the MAAC standings and desperate for a win to qualify for the 
post-season. 

The game itself  was at a standstill for the majority of  the contest, with neither 
defense letting up even once. Fairfield brought a lot of  offensive pressure on Rider, 
out-shooting the Broncs 6-4 in the first half. But Baird helped his team with clutch 
saves, not allowing the Stags to score.

Rider remained patient throughout the second half, before it found an oppor-
tunity in the closing minutes of  the game. Senior forward Zach Bond came off  the 
bench and scored in the 86th minute of  the game to give Rider the 1-0 win.

The game was not over after the goal, however. Fairfield had one last oppor-
tunity to score about a minute after the goal when Fairfield junior forward Ben 
Wignall shot the ball at close range toward Baird and the senior goalkeeper man-
aged to deflect the shot away as the crowd of  nearly 1,000 spectators stood up and 
cheered wildly for Baird. 

Inverso was initially convinced that the shot was going in. 
“That save at the end, not only was it a beautiful save, it was a clutch save,” 

Inverso said.
Rider continued running down the clock and won the game to give the Broncs its 

first three-game win streak since the team won its first four games this season. The 
win also gave the team a 4-0-1 record in its last five games, and 6-1-2 in its last nine. 

Rider now enters the last week of  the regular season at second place in the 
MAAC. The team has a chance to win the regular-season title, but does need other 
teams to lose. Last year, the team entered the MAAC Championships in Orlando 
as the No. 2 seed, then proceeded to defeat top-seeded and nationally-ranked 
Monmouth in the tournament final. It was Rider’s first conference title and NCAA 
bid since 1998.

The Broncs go on the road against Quinnipiac on Oct. 29 and have one more 
home game before the MAAC Tournament, against Saint Peter’s on Nov. 2.

Second-half surge earns 
home playoff game
Second-half surge earns 
home playoff game
Second-half surge earns 

remain until the final horn. 
Howard made three saves, as Iona’s 

Tiffany Martinez made five, but the 
Broncs outshot the home team 9-6. 

In the final regular season game of  
2016, Rider fell on the road to Fairfield 
on Oct. 22. Heading into the contest 
with only two wins on the year, the 
Stags used a late second-half  goal 
to steal a 1-0 win from the Broncs. 

Despite the loss, Howard made 
five saves. Fairfield’s Megan DeFeo, 

The lone goal came in the 88th minute, as Brenna 
Brown of  the Stags drove one into the net from the 
right side. Fairfield outshot the Broncs 12-10. The 
Stags’ victory pushed the all-time series to 17-5, in 

The MAAC Tournament will begin on Oct. 29. 
Rider’s seed will not be determined until Oct. 26, 
but Monmouth and Siena have clinched the first and 
second seeds, respectively. The Hawks will have home-
field advantage throughout the tournament.

Last season, the Broncs fell to Monmouth in the 

Hounsome said the 
team is ready to win a 
championship for the 
second time in three 

“Now the fun starts 
and it’s the reward for 
the grind of  the MAAC regular season schedule,” he 

T The Broncs (10-3-2, 5-1-2 MAAC) defeated Iona on Oct. 19 and Fairfield 
on Oct. 22 to push their undefeated home record to 6-0 overall for the season. 

The Broncs are undefeated in the past five games, with a 
tie.

Head Coach Charlie Inverso said the game against 
Fairfield was “a good character win” and said the 

Senior Day festivities made the victory even 
more special.

“It was great because I owe a lot to this 
senior class,” Inverso said. “I’m just so 
proud of  all 13 of  them. They’re really 
good guys. I’m glad that we could pull 
this win out on Senior Day.”

MAAC), the Broncs got on the board 
early thanks to junior forward Elliott 

Otmani’s goal from 15 yards out in the 
12th minute of  the game. 
Iona responded a little more than 20 

minutes later when Gaels sophomore for
ward Daniel Huertas scored the equalizer.

After the first half  ended, Rider junior 
midfielder Jose Aguinaga won the game with 

a penalty kick goal — his third penalty goal in 
the last two games. Aguinaga scored Rider’s two 
goals on penalty kicks in the come-from-behind 

Junior midfielder Ellie Smith scored another big goal 
for Rider; this one was a game-winner against Iona.

Junior midfielder Jose Aguinaga beat 
Iona with a penalty kick goal on Oct. 19, 
his third such goal in two games. 
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