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MAY THE BEST FAKE VOICE WIN
Rider’s Lip Sync Battle will help raise money for 
an alum’s family after a tragic accident. page 7

MIDTERM MADNESS
A grad student offers advice to help students pass 
their tests.  page 8

STRIVING FOR GLORY
Wrestlers Chad Walsh and B.J. Clagon are 
looking for a national title. page 12

Providing outlook for future of university
President Gregory Dell’Omo shares the university’s vision, ideas 

By James Shepherd

RIDER’S Lawrenceville campus was the second to host 
President Gregory Dell’Omo’s public forum about the uni-
versity’s strategic planning process. The meeting was largely 
attended by staff  and students, offering their opinions on 

how to change and further edit the material shown. 
The attendance on the Lawrenceville campus exceeded that 

of  the forum on the Westminster campus. Where the latter 
attracted around 25 people, the event at Lawrenceville hosted a 
mixture of  over 100 students, staff  and faculty, said Dell’Omo.  

Dell’Omo used the platform to notify and educate Rider’s 
campus about changes coming to the university’s strategic 
themes and mission statement.

Currently, Dell’Omo said, the strategic planning process is 
being led by a mixture of  the board of  trustees; a steering com-
mittee comprised of  Rider’s cabinet; deans; the chairs of  the 
working committees; at-large trustees; faculty; students; and an 
external representative. This conglomeration of  people is for-
mally known as the Strategic Planning Steering Committee. 

There are also six working groups, each one working 
toward improving one section of  Rider, said Dell’Omo. They 
are: Academic Excellence and Engaged Learning; Student 
Enrollment, Experience and Outcomes; Institutional Reputation 
and Branding; Financial Resources; Facilities and Infrastructure; 
and Employee Engagement and Enrichment.

 “The Steering Committee is the group that’s overseeing the 
entire process, and the working groups act as the working teams 
within the specifics of  those areas,” said Dell’Omo. “They’ll 
filter their work up to the Steering 
Committee, and the Steering 
Committee is

By Shanna O’Mara

FROM a public relations (PR) standpoint, it’s debat-
able if  anyone is winning either presidential 
campaign. 

The 2016 presidential election has dominated 
the media for months, with images of  Democratic 
nominee Hillary Clinton losing consciousness dur-
ing the Sept. 11 ceremony and audio recordings of  
Republican nominee Donald Trump disrespecting 
women plastering Facebook walls, Twitter feeds and 
even reputable news outlets’ websites. 

“There was a certain time when the front page 
of  The Wall Street Journal, The New York Times, The 
Washington Post, above the fold, far right column—that 
was the most important story of  the day, and that 
drove what the news talked about, and that drove what 
the conversation was on politics,” Dr. Ben Dworkin, 
adjunct assistant professor of  political science, said. 
“We had an elite media control what we were going 
to talk about. What Donald Trump is able to tweet at 
3:00 in the morning drives the online version of  those 
newspapers, and it drives what the talking heads on a 
24/7 cable universe now talk about.”

The Public Relations Student Society of  America 
presented the event, RU Poli-Ticking, on Oct. 13 and 
discussed the relationship between public relations and 
politics.

“You have to reach people through the issues that 
matter to them,” senior digital media major Khylah 
Jean said. “As a public relations major, you’re the 
bridge between the public and the candidate, for 
instance. You can relay information about issues that 

matter to voters to the candidate to get them to take 
some stance on it.”

During the 2012 election between President Barack 
Obama and his Republican opponent, Mitt Romney, 
the Internet became an integral tool in rallying sup-
port among likely voters. These people were classi-
fied into groups with others of  similar race, ethnicity, 
marital and financial status, age and religion. 

“They identified all of  these characteristics using 
the business data, the technological data, the Internet 
to pull all of  this stuff,” Dworkin said. “What sites do 
you visit? We can track this stuff. This is why you get 
certain messages on your Facebook feed. Because they 
know what you’ve been checking out, and somehow 
they did an algorithm.”

According to Dworkin, the technology that was 
used to suggest products of  interest on Amazon or 
to send coupons to certain stores by mail is the same 
technology that is used to suggest which houses to visit 
during campaigning season. A volunteer going door-
to-door not only knows the political affiliation of  the 
homeowner, but now knows more specific informa-
tion, such as which residents support the right to bear 
arms, same-sex marriage and tax increases for the 
wealthy, among other issues.

People who know how to appeal to others through 
platforms such as these are incredibly valuable in the 
job market.

“[Politics and PR] overlay each other extremely 
well,” Dworkin said. “Politics 
needs people with PR skills, 
and if  you’ve got political 

Students gain election knowledge through public relations
President Gregory Dell’Omo addresses a classroom of over 100 students and faculty on Oct. 13.

Dr. Ben Dworkin works to help students view the upcoming 
presidential election through a public relations lens. ➠ SEE DWORKIN
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➠ SEE DELL’OMO
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T H I S  W E E K

N E W S  B R I E F

ON Oct. 14 at “MAACness—
The Bronc Awakens,” a 
name was finally selected 
and announced for Rider’s 

mascot, the extremely well-known 
Bronc. After several rounds of  vot-
ing and input from faculty, students 
and alums, the Rider community 
decided AJ was the perfect fit. It was 
submitted by Haley Johnston, ’16, 
who selected the name in tribute 
to Rider’s first president Andrew J. 
Rider. 

Page 2

Window smashing
The streak-free shine just wasn’t enough for them. 

On Oct. 14 at 11:30 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched 
to the lobby area of Moore Residence Hall on a report 
of criminal mischief. Upon arrival, officers met with 
a female student who stated that when she was 
walking through the lobby, she noticed the window 
portion of the entrance was broken on the lower right 
side. A female staff member recalls the window being 
intact at 10:30 p.m. so the damage occurred some-
where between 10:30 and 11:15 p.m. Public Safety is 
working to repair the damage and there are currently 
no known suspects.

The boy who cried clown
He got lost on his way to the carnival. On Oct. 14 

at 11:38 p.m., while out on foot patrol, Public Safety 
was informed of an unusual occurrence behind Poyda 
Residence Hall. A female staff member received a call 
from a male student who stated he observed a clown 
standing under a light fixture in the rear of Poyda. The 
clown did not move or try to speak to the student. 
An officer who was making rounds had been there 
30 minutes prior to the clown sighting and did not 
see anything. Public Safety notified other residents in 
the area and urges anyone with information to notify 
them immediately.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver

Wednesday, Oct. 19

Shared Read Keynote Lecture
6:45 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center Theater
Author Sonia Nazario will discuss her Pulitzer-Prize- 
winning novel, Enrique’s Journey.  

Thursday, Oct. 20

English Matters
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Fine Arts 147
Westminster College of  the Arts Dean Matthew Shaf-
tel will discuss A Cole Porter Companion, a book he edited 
along with author Don M. Randel.

Thursday, Oct. 20

Westminster Conservatory at Nassau
12:15 p.m., Niles Chapel of Nassau Presbyterian 
Church
Members of  the Westminster Conservatory will pre-
form music for the oboe, clarinet and bassoon.

Friday, Oct. 21

Lip Sync Battle
8 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center Pub
All proceeds will go to Rider’s Relay for Life and the 
American Cancer Society.

Sunday, Oct. 23

Kaleidoscope Chamber Series
3 p.m., Gill Memorial Chapel
The Westminster Conservatory will perform the music 
of  Gotkovsky, Tower, Laresen, Rueff  and Maurice.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E

By Lauren Lavelle

EVERY four years, as a new presidential election sea-
son rolls around, Professor of  Communication Dr. 
Myra Gutin gives Rider students a rare look into 
the communicative aspects of  the election with her 

class Communication and Society: The Making of  the 
President. 

“The objective of  the class is to view the presiden-
tial campaign of  2016 in terms of  communication,” 
said Gutin. “The speeches that are made, the press 
relations, the public relations, the debates—we make 
sense out of  what we’ve heard by looking at those 
elements.” 

Gutin, who has been teaching her Making of  the 
President class every four years since 1988, under-
stands millennials often have a hard time compre-
hending the political process and hopes they will be 
able to make sense of  the election after completing her 
course. 

“This election is like no other we’ve ever had,” said 
Gutin. “It’s different, so it’s hard to make generaliza-
tions. As with any other Making of  the President class 

that I’ve done, it helps people to understand the issues. 
It gives them an understanding of  what politics can 
and cannot do, but, because we come at it from com-
munication, the emphasis is a little bit different. We’re 
looking at public discourse.” 

A self-proclaimed “political junky,” Gutin realizes 
the benefits Making of  the President has both for 
herself  and her students.

“For me, I get to do something that I love every 
four years,” said Gutin. “I love to share it with other 
people, it’s so much fun. This is a way to learn about 
public policy from the standpoint of  communication 
and how it’s shared with people in our country, so I 
think that’s one thing that’s very positive.”    

Senior communication studies major Leah Corcillo 
enrolled in the course because she could see how ben-
eficial the information would be. 

“It’s supremely interesting,” said Corcillo. “You 
really get an understanding of  not only how our gov-
ernment works and how the president is elected, but 
how campaigns and the media are all working gears 
in the system to shape our perception of  the election 

from start to finish.”
Corcillo also credits Gutin’s passion for politics as 

the deciding factor for her interest in the class.
“Dr. Gutin is very established in her field and is 

able to bring in a number of  awesome guest speakers 
and she is so knowledgeable,” said Corcillo. “Her pas-
sion for the course makes it that much more enjoyable 
to learn from her.”

Through various projects aimed at breaking down 
and analyzing the election, Gutin’s students strive to 
appreciate the ups and downs of  the political world 
while also attempting to get the campus community 
involved. 

“Our class is going to be doing a presidential poll-
ing project, so you’ll see them all over campus,” said 
Gutin. “They’ve been scoring the debates and, as we 
get closer to the election, I am going to ask them to 
make their declaration: Who do I think is going to 
win?”

“This class really helps 
you understand the mechan-
ics of  the presidential 

Dell’Omo hosts forum, faculty and students give opinions

Rare course provides communicative view of election

CONT’ FROM P. 1

responsible for bringing it all 
together, for getting feedback from the 
university community and really begin-
ning working on putting together a final 
product.” 

The hopes of  the strategic planning 
teams, President Dell’Omo said, are to 
have most, if  not every, detail finalized 
by February, when all the proposed 
changes will go under the examina-
tion of  the board of  trustees. They will 
either approve the changes or not. 

“Our dreams and aspirations 
always far exceed our resources,” said 
Dell’Omo. 

 “If  you just have this elaborate 
strategic plan, but have no way to fund 
it, then it just becomes a fantasy. We 
want the plan to be inspirational and 
we want it to be challenging. It’s got to 
push us, but it needs to tie back to our 

resources.”
There were many mixed opinions in 

the room as Dell’Omo opened the floor 
for questions and comments about the 
proposed changes to Rider’s strategic 
themes and mission statement. Both 
staff  and students expressed concerns 

and provided comments to further 
improve the materials provided and the 
future of  the school in general. 

Junior political science major 
Kenneth Dillon, president of  the Rider 
Students’ Union, or RSU, said, “The 
language President Dell’Omo used to 

illustrate his plan for Rider sounded 
positive. While excitedly speaking 
about the supposed benefits of  his 
strategic plan, he said that the uni-
versity will have to reallocate existing 
money toward it through (among other 
methods) prioritization which is a soft 
way of  saying that at some point we’ll 
see departments closed out. I heard 
nothing that reassures students that our 
majors, minors and graduate programs 
are safe.” 

These proposed changes can be found by 
students, faculty and staff  on the announce-
ments page of  myRider and via Canvas. Input 
is highly welcomed from students and staff  
alike, according to Dell’Omo.

President Gregory Dell’Omo discusses the future of Rider at the strategic planning public forum. 
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AJ the Bronc celebrates a Rider victory. 
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Catalytic converter thefts; heightened police presence
By Alexis Schulz

NINE reports have been made of  catalytic converters being stolen from cars 
parked in various lots on the Lawrenceville campus since Oct. 9, according to 
university officials.

Vickie Weaver, director of  Public Safety, said on Oct. 9 a female student 
parked her car in R lot and when she returned two days later, she noticed the 
catalytic converter was missing from the underside of  her vehicle. Since this initial 
report, Public Safety has been made aware of  nine other instances of  missing cata-
lytic converters.

After working with Lawrence Police, Public Safety was able to identify a potential 

suspect in video footage driving a mid to late 2000s silver Nissan Altima. 
Kristine Brown, university spokeswoman, said the university is handling the situ-

ation with Lawrence Police to ensure that students and the community are safe.
“We have been informed that thefts have also occurred in surrounding commu-

nities and institutions,” she said in a statement. “We are working closely with the 

Lawrence Township Police to identify the individuals responsible for these thefts and 
have shared video footage of  the suspected vehicle.”

Since Oct. 14, four Allied Barton staff  members have been patrolling in both 
marked and unmarked vehicles and on foot from 10 p.m. to 6 a.m. Public Safety has 
also increased patrol of  parking lots, and Lawrence Police have conducted supple-
mental patrols over the weekend.

Brown said the university is taking precautions and has patrolling officers on 
campus but urges community members to report anything they find unusual.

“We have also taken active steps to increase public safety coverage in our parking 
lots in both marked and unmarked vehicles, and on foot,” she said. “The Lawrence 
Township Police have also conducted supplemental patrols. We encourage all mem-
bers of  our university community to report suspicious activity immediately to our 
Public Safety Department.”

Public Safety asks students to not confront individuals if  an incident is occurring. Students can reach 
Public Safety to report suspicious individuals or activities at 609-896-7777 in an emergency or 609-
896-5029 at all other times.

By Shanna O’Mara

AS Governor Chris Christie’s term enters its final 
year, other Garden State politicians look to run 
for office. 

Although former Chairman of  the New 
Jersey Democratic Party Tom Byrne is unsure of  his 
status as a possible gubernatorial candidate, he recog-
nizes serious problems currently facing the state and 
knows they cannot be fixed with magic.

“A lot of  politicians get up and say, ‘Well, we’ll fix 
the cities if  we just bring in more jobs,’” he said dur-
ing a Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics event 
on Oct. 17. “They make it sound like you can wave a 
wand and the jobs will appear. It’s not so easy.”

Creating jobs is just one solution to the economic 
problem, and Byrne has plans for doing so. 

According to Byrne, New Jersey has “half  the mar-
ket share in terms of  employment in the pharmaceuti-
cal industry than we had two decades ago.” 
    He calls for an appropriate tax policy with balanced 
tax breaks, investment in biotechnology and increased 
alliances between industries and the private sector. For 
example, Rutgers New Jersey Medical School part-
nered with Saint Barnabas Medical Center. It is also 
affiliated with the Veteran Affairs New Jersey Health 
Care System and Hackensack University Medical 
Center. This working relationship will not only better 
prepare students for careers in the medical field, but it 
will also keep and create jobs in the state.

Another flawed field that Byrne views as an oppor-
tunity to improve the state’s economy and functional-
ity is law enforcement. He blames a “misallocation of  
resources” for high urban crimes rates and imbalanced 
pay among officers.

Byrne openly disagreed with the manner in which 
police officers are stationed around the state and spoke 
with “honest transparency” about his qualms with 
their pay, according to freshman global studies major 
Jill Montilla.

“I believe that we have too many cops in some of  
our very safe suburban towns, including my home-
town of  Princeton, and in Trenton, I don’t think there 
are enough police,” Byrne said. “When you look at the 
pay, the pay is generally higher in the suburban areas 
than it is in the cities, and in the cities, it is a much 
more dangerous job.”

Not only are city police officers paid less while in 
uniform, they and many others may now also have to 
worry about lack of  financial support after they retire. 

“New Jersey has, if  not the largest, certainly one of  
the largest unfunded liabilities of  any pension system 
in the United States,” Byrne said. 

According to Byrne, he and the other members 
of  the New Jersey Pension and Health Benefits Study 
Commission unanimously concluded that “the last six 
governors simply didn’t put into the pension system 
anywhere near the amount that they were supposed to 
contribute” because of  the lack of  immediate conse-
quences and rebuttal. 

“I’ve had very smart, very responsible experts tell 
me that they think it’s already too late to save the pub-
lic employees’ and the teachers’ pension funds,” Byrne 

said. “I believe we can save it, but I don’t think we can 
save it with pixie dust. There are difficult decisions 
that are going to have to be made.”

Byrne offered the option of  rationalizing public 
employees’ healthcare plans, giving them Obamacare 
Gold or equivalent coverage then redistributing the 
over $1 billion saved back into unfunded liability in 
the pension plan. 

He also suggested reforming healthcare for state 
employees.

“If  you implemented the same healthcare reforms 
at the local level, for county and local employees, and 
there were no other variables, you would save $2.5 bil-
lion in healthcare costs,” Byrne said. 

He added that New Jersey municipalities collect 
approximately $28 billion each year in property taxes, 
the highest of  any state in the country. The money 
saved through healthcare reform could cut property 
taxes by eight to nine percent, according to Byrne, and 
prevent people from moving out of  state for financial 
reasons.

“Byrne believes the position of  governor to be one 
of  manager and not of  micro-manager,” Montilla 
said. “He was realistic about the capabilities of  the 
governor,” recognizing that his plan may not appeal to 
each individual employee but would benefit the state 
and its residents overall.

He stressed the importance of  making the most of  
the state’s budget and allocating funds in such a way 
that ensures political, financial and social success in 
the future.

“We have to make maximum use of  the resources 
that we have,” he said. “Our cities aren’t going to be 
great until the schools in the cities are great.” 

Quality education will expose youth to the suc-
cesses and failures of  government and spark an 
interest to get involved in the community, state or even 
national conversation.

“Politics does matter,” Byrne said. “Good govern-
ment does matter. Having young people who care 
about good public policy and being involved civically 
absolutely does matter, so keep the flame burning 
bright.”

NJ problems take more than ‘pixie dust’

Tom Byrne, former Chairman of the New Jersey Democratic Party
addresses the crowd during a Rebovich event. 
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‘‘We are working closely with the Lawrence 
Township Police to identify the individuals...” 
 KRISTINE BROWN, UNIVERSITY SPOKESWOMAN
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Dworkin provides alternate view of upcoming election
CONT’ FROM P. 1

News

skills, maybe you’ve worked on a cam-
paign, and you bring it to a PR firm, it 
is tremendously helpful. These skill sets 
are needed in both places.”

Dworkin credits the Internet and the 
opportunities it has created for connect-
ing public relations and politics in such 
a powerful and dynamic way.

“The commingling has only grown 
because of  the Internet, because of  
social media,” he said.

This mix is prevalent in every-
day life but even more so during a 
national event such as the presidential 
campaign.

“This is especially relevant during 
this election,” Jean said. “[Trump] must 
have some great PR people behind him 
who understand what it takes to get the 
people riled up and get people to sup-
port him.”

While Clinton details her policies 
during speeches and debates, Trump 
is known to have used social media to 
voice his opinions.

“The reason [Trump] is a nominee 
is because he understood the power 
of  social media to drive an agenda,” 

Dworkin said. “That ability to break 
through—everybody is looking for that 
if  you’re working in PR. Everybody 
is asking, ‘How do I get people to talk 
about what I want them to talk about?’ 
These are skills in which PR and poli-
tics mix.”

However, the repercussions of  hav-
ing that ability to get people talking are 
not always positive. “Saturday Night 
Live,” a weekly comedy skit show 
currently under attack by Trump for 
helping to allegedly rig the election, has 
been known for years to poke fun at 
politics. In 2008, Republican presi-
dential nominee John McCain chose 
Governor of  Alaska Sarah Palin as his 
running mate, and she immediately 
became the butt of  jokes on the show. 

Mocking Palin, comedian Tina Fey 
slipped into a red blazer, pinned her 
hair back and spoke of  foreign policy 
with a sense of  pride and ignorance: “I 
can see Russia from my house.”

“That was a joke that just devastated 
her,” Dworkin said. “Sarah Palin was 
the hottest product on the market. She 
was on the cover of  every magazine. 

People were absolutely fascinated. And 
that one joke did it.” 

Dworkin said one-line jokes, power-
ful photographs and lasting imagery are 
what people remember and can make 
or break a campaign.

During an interview on MSNBC 
on Sept. 8, Libertarian nominee Gary 
Johnson was asked what he would do, if  
elected, about Aleppo, the Syrian city 
at the center of  the refugee crisis. He 
promptly responded with, “And what 
is Aleppo?” Weeks later, he was asked 
to name a world leader he admires 
and failed to come up with a response, 
despite his running mate answering first 
and the interviewer pressing with “any-
body” then “anywhere. Any continent. 
Canada, Mexico, Europe over there, 
Asia, South America, Africa – name a 
foreign leader that you respect.”

Johnson said he must have been hav-
ing “an Aleppo moment” and couldn’t 
think of  anyone specific, answering 
only with “the former president of  
Mexico” but blaming brain freeze for 
being unable to remember a name.

“Now it’s a reinforced image, and 

that’s when you run into trouble,” 
Dworkin said. “This is why Gary 
Johnson, who might have gotten 15 
percent of  the vote, won’t get past five 
because of  these kinds of  PR mistakes.”

Dworkin stressed the importance 
of  learning how to deal with crises 
such as this one from a public relations 
standpoint.

“It’s all driven by how you com-
municate, and therefore, people with 
your skillset are very relevant to people 
in the political world because someone 
has to know how we communicate with 
these folks,” he said. “How do we get 
people to want the new shoe that we’re 
promoting, the new iPhone or this 
issue?”

Students currently learning these 
skills will prove their value and per-
haps one day prevent memorable PR 
mistakes in the political world such as 
placing nearly half  the country into 
a “basket of  deplorables” or casually 
defending discussions of  sexual assault 
as “locker room talk.”

CONT’ FROM P.  2

election,” adds Corcillo. “We’ve learned about 
everything from the electoral college to how the media 
and news cycles operate. It really helps you grasp 
what’s going on in all the madness. You can have 
a frame of  reference, and learn how to take all of  
the stories flying around about either candidate and 
figure out the angle and how to interpret where the 

information is coming from and what it means to you 
personally.”

Gutin also stresses how important advanced access 
to political information is and how students in particu-
lar should utilize their resources more efficiently. 

“There’s a lot of  material that’s available,” said 
Gutin. “You can’t say today that you don’t know what 
someone’s position is because all you need is a click of  
the mouse and you’re there. There is no reason you 
can’t get the information that you want.”

Gutin believes the key to politics is education and 
staying up to date with current events. 

“Educate yourself,” said Gutin. “You need to keep 
an open mind and pay attention to what is going on in 
the news. In this particular election cycle, something 
is happening every minute. One of  the requirements 
for my class is that you must vote; you can’t sit out. I 
think it’s very important for people to take part in this 
instead of  sitting home.”

 

Visit: www.tcnj.edu/intersession

WINTER 
SESSION
AT TCNJ!
JANUARY 3 –20
Travel, blended and online 
courses may start sooner.

Check for summer courses, too. 

Class encourages 
political appreciation
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student-faculty interaction. REGISTER TODAY • 609.896.5033 • ccs@rider.edu
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Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment
R E V I E W 

Eye-opening play exposes challenges of
forgiveness and healing after tragedy 
By Jessica Hergert

HOW do you search for a way to live next door to your sor-
row? That is the question presented in the one-act play, 
“Deceived by Silence: A Workshop Production,” which 
premiered on the Spitz Theater stage on Sunday, Oct. 

16.
Written and directed by Ivan Fuller, associate dean of  

fine and performing arts and chair of  the theater and dance 
department, “Deceived by Silence” follows three charac-
ters still influenced by the aftermath of  the 1994 genocide 
in Rwanda where 
800,000 Tutsi people 
were murdered by 
their neighbors and 
often friends, the 
Hutus, according to 
the BBC.  

The play takes place 15 
years after the genocide has 
ended and portrays Rwanda as 
a country bent on establishing peace, removing the Hutu and 
Tutsi names and giving the people a neutral, inclusive title: 
Rwandans. 

According to Fuller, the play explores the complicated 
question, “How is it possible for you to survive through all of  
this when, inside, underneath, you have such hatred for one 
another?”

More questions stemmed from that main idea in Fuller’s 
mind. He stated the play also examines issues like “How do 
you heal? How do you move on?”

The play starred freshman musical theater major Kate 
Lincoln as an American school teacher, Geneva, searching for 
answers with a complicated past of  her own, junior musical 
theater major Charlene Jean as a Tutsi woman attempting to 
heal after the murder of  her daughter and freshman musical 

theater major Sheldon Steele as a Hutu man living with the 
horrors he inflicted on innocent people.  

Fuller began writing this play three years ago. He said the 
inspiration came from a previous student who had gone to 
Rwanda to help female genocide survivors. In researching 
the mass genocide, he realized “more people needed to know 
about this.” 

After careful research, weeks worth of  writing, multiple 
revisions to the script and a personal trip to Rwanda, Fuller 
felt confident to begin moving his “baby” to the stage and 

held open 
auditions 
for Rider 
students. 

Fuller 
said that the 
auditions 
were unique 
because 
students were 

not getting credit for participation and it was not a main stage 
production. Also, freshmen were eligible to audition, some-
thing that is not usually allowed first semester.  

According to Lincoln, “Sheldon and I are actually the first 
two freshmen to be in a public platform,” a nerve-wracking 
but exciting opportunity for the musical theater major who 
made her Rider debut in this play. 

Lincoln, 17, said the play presented its challenges, particu-
larly through playing a character who is 10 years older. 

“It’s definitely challenging playing a woman who has had 
so much life experience when I am still living and learning,” 
she said.

The stage was set up with minimal props: just three chairs, 
a couch, two tables, two bottles, a box of  tissues and a pencil 
holder. 

Costuming and lighting were also simple; Fuller said the 
costumes were actually taken from the actor’s closets and 
lighting changes were only done when necessary. 

That workshop performance style allowed the attention to 
be given to the script and not special effects. The audience 
had time at the end to express questions, comments and con-
cerns, allowing Fuller to gain insight on what revisions need to 
be made before moving forward. 

 “It is great that at a place like Rider, we can do things like 
this, workshop productions, to help [the scripts] grow…before 
they go out into the world,” Fuller said.

Fuller has grand plans for the play, possibly taking it to 
Rwanda to perform during a film festival. 

The play was moving, emotional, comical, tragic, eye-
opening and inspirational, featuring truly talented actors and 
a beautifully challenging script. “Deceived by Silence” opened 
up a discussion that has been closed for far too long about the 
Rwandan genocide and what it means to suffer, heal, trust and 
forgive. 

Lincoln hopes audience members took the time to “be 
open to learning a lot and be open to experiencing the emo-
tions of  people who have really suffered.”

P R E V I E W

Open-mic ‘battle’ returns to help alum in need

‘‘ It is great that at a place like Rider, we can do things like this, 
workshop productions, to help [the scripts] grow... before they go 
out into the world.” 
 IVAN FULLER, DIRECTOR

(Above, from left to right) junior musical theater major Charlene Jean, freshman musical theater major Kate Lincoln 
and freshman musical theater major  Sheldon Steele portray their characters in the one-act play Deceived by Silence. 
Written and directed by associate dean of fine and performing arts, Ivan Fuller, the play tells the story of the 1994 
genocide in Rwanda. 

By Samantha Brandbergh

STUDENTS will get a chance to help 
a family in need by lip-syncing to 
their favorite songs this coming 
Friday, Oct. 21.

Rider’s second annual Lip Sync 
Battle, which will have a Halloween 
theme, will begin at 8 p.m. in the pub. 
Based on the television show of  the 
same name and the segment on “The 
Tonight Show with Jimmy Fallon,” Lip 
Sync Battle is just that, a battle between 
two performers who rely on their stage 
presence rather than their vocals. 

The event will be soundtracked by 
junior marketing major Ezra Hill, who 
will serve as the DJ for the night. 

Students are recruited to perform 
through email or word of  mouth, 
according to junior behavioral neu-
roscience major and the Student 
Entertainment Council’s (SEC) 
Traditions Chair, Kevin Munoz. 

“The event is not hard to coordi-
nate, as it is basically an open mic night 
in which students lip sync a song alone, 
or with a partner,” said Munoz. “After 
every performance, a donation bucket 
is passed around, and those in atten-
dance donate toward the acts they like.”

One of  the performers, junior 
accounting major Greg Mattessich, 
is no stranger to open mic events and 
is certain that audiences will be in for 
some “surprises” come Friday night. 

“I expect to blow them away with 

the sheer power of  my lip-to-music 
synchronization,” he said. “It’s not even 
something I can joke about. It’s that 
good. I’m not bad at dancing either.”

Similar to last year, the donations 
from the event will go towards Relay 
for Life with hopes to exceed the $150 

raised last spring. 
However, the SEC will be teaming 

up with Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) to 
spread awareness of  the event, and to 
help a TKE alum, Paul Bachman, his 
father and his family. 

“My dad, Paul Bachman [Sr], was 

involved in a tragic car accident on 
Tuesday, Sept. 27,” Bachman wrote on 
the Gofundme page, Paul Bachman Sr. 
Expenses. 

The page, so far, has raised $9,542 
in 13 days. 

“He has endured several serious 
injuries and required surgery, as a 
result,” he said.” He is currently in the 
ICU and continues to fight through 
recovery, as he has been known to do.”

Bachman’s recovery time is 
unknown, but his son vows to update 
the Gofundme page as often as possible. 

“Any donation will help and be truly 
appreciated,” he wrote. “And although 
he would hate to know I was doing this 
on his behalf, I wouldn’t be doing it if  
he and my mom didn’t need it.”

In addition to the Gofundme dona-
tions, some of  the proceeds raised 
at the Lip Sync Battle will go to the 
Bachman family. 

Munoz is confident that, with the 
help of  TKE and the generosity of  the 
Rider community, the Lip Sync Battle 
will be a success.

“We are hoping to get a good 
amount of  attendance,” he said. “It 
will be a fun night, and, if  you are 21, 
you can drink a beer and enjoy the 
performances.”

Reporting by Christina Boniello

Rider’s version of the TV show “Lip Sync Battle” on Oct. 21 will benefit the Relay for Life Foundation 
and a Tau Kappa Epsilon alum’s father who was just involved in a car accident in September. Students 
compete against each other to earn the most money from the audience for both of these causes.
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Luck of the Irish: Senior immersed in culture through internship
By Rosalie Mandracchia 

ROLLING green hills and bright blue skies are senior 
public relations major Modjina Ovil’s classroom 
this semester. 

Ovil is currently studying abroad and 
interning in Dublin at Alice PR & Events, a start-up 
company that connects with its clients through online 
campaigns and events.

  In her years leading up to 2016, Ovil knew she 
wanted to study abroad in Europe at some point 
in her life. That point came when she wanted to 
gain more public relations (PR) experience before 
graduating.  

 Ovil chose to study abroad in Ireland because 
it met all her essential preferences; it is one of  the 
friendliest and safest countries in the world and one of  
the only English-speaking countries in Europe.  

When she first began applying for the study abroad 
program last spring, she soon decided interning would 
also help her gain more knowledge of  the field.  

“The idea of  gaining PR experience and learning 
how PR works globally appealed to me,” Ovil said. 
Interning was a requirement for her study-abroad pro-
gram; however, she found that out after already being 
accepted for her internship.  

 She was originally inspired to study abroad by 
Associate Director for the Educational Opportunity 
Program (EOP) Ida Tyson, who encouraged her to 
take full advantage of  her remaining time in col-
lege. Assistant professor of  languages, literatures and 
cultures and French professor Dr. Stéphane Natan’s 
enthusiasm for the idea of  Ovil studying abroad also 
gave her more motivation and excitement to expand 
her horizons.  

“[Ovil] is a very pleasant student, participat-
ing, open-minded and always very much willing to 
learn about other cultures,” Natan said. “I think that 

studying about the French culture gave her the desire 
to travel in another country and to know Europe.” 

Since her arrival in Dublin, Ovil has experienced 
the friendly nature of  the Irish people first-hand.

“The Irish are not in a constant rush to get things 
done, nor do they often get upset if  you show up late 
sometimes,” she said. “It is part of  their culture to be 
more personable, as in one should expect to have a 

conversation with a fellow Irish rather than a quick 
‘hi’ or ‘bye’ as we do here in America.” 

For Ovil, some of  the cultural differences she expe-
rienced in Ireland were simple. Shops and grocery 
stores display their breads and pastries unwrapped for 
the public, the bus only stops if  it sees someone hold-
ing out his or her hand, and the water is seemingly 
clearer, fresher and more drinkable. Spar and Tesco 
are two convenience stores found on every corner and 
there are different colored doors in almost every home 
you walk by.

A normal day for Ovil is attending classes in the 
morning, then either working in the office or explor-
ing the city of  Dublin with her class.  

She has gained a great deal of  knowledge from 
her internship; so far she has drafted a press release, 
attended product launches for clients and managed 
social media accounts.  There is a lot of  hands-on 
work experience that helps her network and stay in 
touch with others.  

Exploring Dublin has been one of  the greatest 
experiences Ovil has had while abroad.  Her adven-
tures vary from sightseeing to exploring new cafés and 
restaurants with live music on most evenings. For Ovil, 
there is never a dull moment. 

For some students, traveling alone to a foreign 
country can be nerve-wracking. Ovil urged those who 
may be wary of  studying abroad to take the leap, 
regardless of  any worries they may have.

“Do not allow fear and doubt to overwhelm you 
and stop you from going after what you want in life 
regardless of  where you are coming from,” she said. 
“The least you can do before making a final decision 
to anything is to do your research and find out your 
options.”

Additonal reporting by Samantha Brandbergh

Senior public relations major Modjina Ovil stands in front of 
O’Brien’s Tower in County Clare, Ireland. She is spending her fall 
semester studying abroad and interning at Alice PR & Events.
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Grad school or 
bust: Is it worth it?
IT’S a quarter of  the way through 

the weight on her shoulders isn’t too 

-

-

-

-

-

-

Rider’s tuition for this past year was 

A Forbes

-

US News reports that 
nearly one quarter of  graduate 

only option. There is also the pos-

-

for your tuition if  you pledge to 

-

-

and with only loans on the table. 
Choosing to enroll in a graduate 

-

-

-

Then you should see how job 

professors or any professionals you 

Forbes

undergraduate debt to your gradu-

undergraduate student loan debt 
US 

News

purely situational. 
Don’t wait until senior year to 

you aspire to. 
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Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

ALTHOUGH 

Highlight or take notes as you 
read

While the best way to prepare for 

daunting.

ways to handle this. The reality is that 

-

trouble.

Teach the material to family or 
friends

While 
you don’t 
want to be 

GRADUATE TIPS

Smarter studying 
for exam ease

SEE MANAGING 
MIDTERMS, PAGE 9

ca
gl

ec
ar

to
on

s.
co

m



Oct. 19, 2016    The Rider News 9

Managing midterms
CONT’D FROM P. 8

SENIOR SUGGESTIONS

Return to sender: Student inboxes are full

EVERY Wednesday and Thursday, I have to silence 
my phone. Not put on vibrate — silence. Other-
wise, my phone would be buzzing and beeping 
through classes and meetings.

And this is no group chat gone haywire. It’s the 
flooding of  emails from Rider University. My inbox 
has 47 new notifications and maybe three of  them 
pertain to me and my interests. Out of  the 12 emails 
I received yesterday, only three directly affected me. 
One was from a professor, and the other two were 
about club meetings. That’s only 25 percent.

Why do we get so many emails?
Don’t get me wrong. Email is a great way to find 

out what’s going on around campus, especially when 
there is construction work, roadblocks, health center 
promotions or inclement weather cancellations. Plus, 
sometimes I learn about new clubs or events through 
them. But the emails I don’t find interesting or have 
nothing to do with me far outweigh the ones that 
do. It’s like the promotion emails I get from stores I 
haven’t been to in years and unsubscribed from keep 

coming back to haunt my inbox.
Jasmine Moore, a senior English major, sympa-

thizes with me. 
“I can’t find the important emails from professors 

about assignments or class meetings,” she said. “It’s 
really frustrating to dig through all these emails to find 
the ones that really matter.”

I receive many career or internship opportunity 
emails I do not qualify for, and ones I can find by log-
ging onto Handshake. I prefer to log onto a website 
to look for opportunities rather than having them sent 
directly to me. I think we can all appreciate that there 
are people here at Rider trying to help us find these 
opportunities. However, I still think that we have more 
control in the opportunities we want if  we look for 
them ourselves. 

Also, I’m the type of  person who keeps her inbox 
clean, so I can find the important emails. I don’t like 
having too many useless emails taking up space. It’s 
like a cluttered desk to me. Why is all this stuff  here? 
I waste so much time just browsing through emails to 

check their relevance and deleting all the ones that 
aren’t.

Could there be a way to filter these emails? Is there 
maybe a survey students can fill out yearly to check 
off  what clubs they are involved in, what opportunities 
they are looking for, and their year and major? Other 
information about events like new classes, events, or 
speakers outside my major and interests can be found 
on the events calendar or on the Rider website; they 
do not need to be emailed to me.

I just want my phone to be quieter. Each buzz is 
another distraction, and I don’t need distractions that 
don’t benefit me. I have enough noise in my life. But if  
I turn off  the email notifications on my phone, I might 
miss something from a professor or group I am a part 
of. There has to be a more effective way to reach out 
to students about what is going on around Rider. 

—Rena Carman 
Senior communication studies major

Opinion

obnoxious, teaching or sharing something is a great way to gauge whether you’ve 
mastered or understood what you’re learning in class. If  your friends or family ask 
good questions, this can also help you think about the concept in different ways. 
Finally, by bringing what you’ve learned in class into your life in different ways, you 
are creating more memories and cognitive links, making the information easier to 
draw on during an exam.

If  you’re with fellow students, this can even be a mutual exchange. Share with 
your friends and let them teach you before their exams, and you should all do better 
when the exams come.

Don’t panic
While this may sound trite, it is probably the most helpful thing you can do. Of  

course, there is a healthy level of  stress that motivates people to study in the first 
place. However, I’m sure we all know someone who can barely function before an 
exam, and I can recall times where I felt like I was powerless before an exam. At the 
end of  the day, though, my worst fears never materialized, and I wish now I’d kept a 
clearer head back then.

Most of  the time, things are not as bad as we fear, and regardless, all the nerves 
in the world won’t get you a better score. 

 The best thing you can do for yourself  is to prepare to the best of  your ability, 
get plenty of  rest, and then put it out of  your mind when you’ve done all you can. 
Midterms are important and we should all strive to get the best scores possible, but 
panic will ultimately have the opposite effect.   

—Adam Rivera
Business communication graduate student

Clubs and Organizations Meetings are 
weekly at 9:30 p.m., Monday Nights in 

the Student Leadership Suite

Nominees for Cranberry
Queen & King:

Attend Make a Difference Day on October 22nd!

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or
President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Leah Corcillo
Adriana Bellomo
Jackie Palmer
Brianna Zielinski

Ryan Hopely
Andy Wong
Mickey Bagnato
Kevin Grunder

Clubs and Organizations Liaison meet 
and greet happening in the commuter 

lounge. There will be free pizza! 
(Oct 26th, 5:00-6:30 p.m.)
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Sports
V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs back on track with three straight wins
By Carlos Toro

THE volleyball team reached its third win in a row 
— the longest streak of  its season — with two 
wins this past week at home.

The Broncs (11-11, 5-5 MAAC) defeated 
Manhattan on Oct. 15 and Iona on Oct. 16 in the first 
two of  four straight conference matches that will occur 
at Alumni Gym. The three straight wins, which began 
at the tail end of  a lengthy road trip for Rider, pushed 
the Broncs’ overall and conference record to .500 for 
the first time since early September.

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano said the team 
had been playing well despite the below .500 record 
heading into the weekend and that it was good see-
ing the team build itself  back up and into MAAC 
Tournament contention.

“We’ve been working at it,” Feliciano said. “You 
couldn’t tell by the way we’re performing in the gym 
and how we were performing in matches that we were 
under .500. It’s been in the back of  my mind, and I’m 
sure it was in the back of  the minds of  everybody. It’s 
a good feeling and I commend my team. It’s all on 
them. They’ve put the work in.”

Against Manhattan (7-17, 3-7 MAAC), the Broncs 
pulled off  an extremely efficient performance, only 
committing a total of  six errors in the match. 

The first set went terribly for the Jaspers, as they 
had 10 kills and 10 errors in the set for a team attack 
percentage of  zero. Rider took the first set 25-15. The 

second and third sets also went well for the Broncs, as 
they swept Manhattan, winning the second and third 
sets by scores of  25-16 and 25-9, respectively.

Rider sophomore right-side hitter Hailey Riede led 
the team with an attack percentage of  .500 and junior 
setter Veronica Koval had 30 assists in the win.

The next day against Iona (4-18, 2-7 MAAC), 
Rider also got off  to a good start, winning the first set 
25-18. The second set was much more competitive, 
when it was tied at 15. A kill by Riede jumpstarted a 

10-2 run that gave the Broncs a 25-17 win.
The third set was equally competitive. Trailing 

21-18, the Gaels took advantage of  Rider’s errors to 
go on a small run that ended with two service aces to 
win the set.

After 17 ties and six lead changes, Iona got the 
25-23 set win. 

Iona kept up with Rider in the start of  the fourth 
and decisive set. Both teams could not pull away, until 
the score was tied 9-9. 

The Broncs then responded and they took care of  
business with a 16-6 run to take the fourth set by a 
score of  25-15 to win the match.

Koval, who had 35 assists in the win against Iona, 
said this is a much different team than it was at the 
start of  MAAC play. The three-match win streak puts 
the Broncs in fifth place in the conference standings.

“We kind of  stuck with two mottos in practice: play 
as a unit and playing in the dirt,” Koval said. “I think 
at the beginning of  conference play, we let balls drop 
that we shouldn’t and now those balls aren’t dropping 
anymore. It’s amazing seeing us [cover each other’s 
backs].”

Rider will continue its homestand when it 
hosts Canisius (5-13, 3-6 MAAC) on Oct. 22 and 
Niagara (8-13, 6-3 MAAC) on Oct. 23. The MAAC 
Tournament begins on Nov. 18 and will be played in 
Hamden, Connecticut. 

Sophomore Hailey Riede had 16 kills in the home win on Oct. 16
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Thursday, October 27, 2016

PRESENTED BY RIDER CAREER DEVELOPMENT AND SUCCESS

11 a.m. to 2 p.m.  BLC, Fireside Lounge
Students will have the opportunity to network with professionals from various Not For Pro�t and
Government agencies regarding opportunities within their organizations. Students will be able to apply for 
available open positions  with organizations as well. �is event is for students that have an interest in these 
types of opportunities and would like a more intimate setting.

Questions? Contact: Rider University Career Development and Success 
at 609-896-5058 or via email at careers@rider.edu.



Oct. 19, 2016   The Rider News 11

Sports

CO LU M N

2016-17 MAAC basketball predictions

By Brandon Scalea

LAST season was arguably one of  
the most exciting years in MAAC 
men’s basketball history. There 
was so much high-quality play, 

and the conference proved its worth 
as one of  the most competitive in the 
country. Expect much of  the same in 
2016-17. Here are my predictions on 
how the MAAC will shape up for men’s 
basketball. 

1. Monmouth
(28-8, 17-3 MAAC last season)
Key player: Senior guard Justin 
Robinson

The Hawks took college basketball 
by storm last year. With wins over four 
Power-5 programs on the road and a 
bench that was as entertaining as the 
country has ever seen, Monmouth 
was back on the map. The team lost 
only one starter — center Deon Jones 
— and returns largely the same team. 
After a loss to Iona in the MAAC-title 
game last March, Monmouth is hungry 
for an NCAA bid. 

2. Siena (21-13, 13-7 MAAC)
Key player: Senior center Brett 
Bisping

With a 21-win season last year, 
Siena proved its right on the doorstep 

of  topping the conference. This year, 
the Saints have the most tools in place 
to take a conference title away from 
Monmouth. Bisping is coming off  a 
year in which he led the MAAC in 
rebounds and senior guard Marquis 
Wright is capable of  taking over a 
game from beyond the arc. 

3. Iona (22-11, 16-4 MAAC)
Key player: Senior forward Jordan 
Washington

The Gaels are coming off  their 
third straight appearance in the 
MAAC title game and an NCAA bid. 
However, with A.J. English gradu-
ated, the team will be without a player 
who served as the heart of  the team 
for four years. Iona will rely heavily 
on Washington — who’s coming off  
second team All-MAAC honors — and 
other upperclassmen. The team may 
not win another conference champion-
ship in 2016-17, but it will still be a 
contender in March. 

4. St. Peter’s (14-16, 12-8 MAAC)
Key player: Sophomore guard Ant-
won Portley

The Peacocks were one of  the pleas-
ant surprises of  the MAAC last year, 
finishing fifth with 12 wins. With much 
of  the same team returning, Head 
Coach John Dunne will have St. Peter’s 
ready to get to an NCAA Tournament 
for the first time since 2011. As a 
freshman, Portley had nine games with 
20-plus points and was named to the 
MAAC All-Rookie team. 

5. Rider (13-20, 8-12 MAAC)
Key player: Senior forward Kahlil 
Thomas

Despite a losing season in 2015-16, 
Rider played in a lot of  high-quality 
games, taking No. 3 Maryland and No. 

17 Providence down to the wire. The 
Broncs return only five scholarship 
players this season, but Thomas, senior 
forward Xavier Lundy and senior 
guard Jimmie Taylor are ready to lead 
the team. The addition of  graduate 
forward Norville Carey, a Southern 
Mississippi transfer, could also make 
for a formidable frontcourt. 

6. Manhattan (13-18, 9-11 MAAC)
Key player: Junior forward Zane 
Waterman

The Jaspers have been MAAC roy-
alty since Head Coach Steve Masiello 
arrived in Riverdale, winning back-
to-back conference titles in 2014 and 
2015. The team had a little bit of  a 
down year last season; now, with the 
departures of  Shane Richards and 
RaShawn Stores, fans will be seeing a 
lot of  new faces. However, Manhattan 
is known for getting hot at the right 
time, so don’t be surprised if  it wreaks 
havoc in March. 

 (19-14, 12-8 MAAC)
Key player: Junior guard Jerome 
Segura 

The Stags were another group that 
impressed last season, winning 19 
games and earning a first-round bye 
in the MAAC Tournament. The team 
fell to Monmouth in the semifinals. 
Fairfield used an up-tempo style that 
caught a lot of  opponents off  guard in 
2015-16. Teams will likely be ready for 
it this year, so look for a lower finish for 
the team this year. 

8. Canisius (14-19, 8-12 MAAC)
Key player: Junior forward Jermaine 
Crumpton

The Golden Griffins’ well-respected 
Head Coach Jim Baron retired in the 
offseason, so a lot of  question marks 

surround the team heading into 2016-
17. It will likely take a year or two 
for Canisius to fully adjust to a new 
system. On a positive note, the team 
does return much of  the same roster. 
Crumpton was a force off  the bench 
last season, averaging 10 ppg. 

9. Quinnipiac (9-21, 6-14 MAAC)
Key player: Senior guard James Ford 

Last season was a rough one for the 
Bobcats, who struggled mightily from 
three-point range. The team’s only 
hope for a higher finish is if  the offense 
gets going early. Ford was the only 
Quinnipiac player to start all 30 games 
last season, averaging 6.8 ppg and 3.9 
rebounds. 

10. Marist (7-23, 4-16 MAAC)
Key player: Senior Kentrall Brooks

Marist has a tough non-conference 
schedule this year, featuring games 
at Duke, at Rhode Island and at 
Holy Cross. These opponents should 
get them ready for MAAC play, but 
the Red Foxes will still have trouble 
getting out of  the conference cellar. 
Third-year Head Coach Mike Maker 
will definitely be on the hot seat in 
2016-17. 

11. Niagara (7-25, 5-15 MAAC)
Key player: Senior forward Maurice 
Taylor

Emile Blackman was the heartbeat 
of  this hapless team, but decided to 
transfer to Duquesne in the offseason. 
It is certainly shaping up to be another 
hard season for Head Coach Chris 
Casey and the Purple Eagles. The 
team is extremely young, as Taylor is 
the lone senior. 

Freshman guard Xzavier Malone goes between the legs and over the top to finish a one-handed dunk during Midnight MAACness. Students packed Alumni Gym on Oct. 14 to see the Star Wars-themed event. 

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y



12 The Rider News    Oct. 19, 2016

Inside today: 
Volleyball won three 
straight games. 
Page 10Sports

Two All-Americans ‘grinding’ for more

By Brandon Scalea

OVER the years, Rider athletics 
has had plenty of  success, but 
has never produced a national 
champion. Two juniors on the 

wrestling team represent the best shot at 
glory the university has seen in years. 

B.J. Clagon and Chad Walsh are the 
14th and 15th All-Americans, respec-
tively, in the history of  the program. 
This season will be the first time the 
Broncs have two returning players 
of  such status. It is also the first time 
Rider has three wrestlers ranked in 
the national top 12 in their respective 
weight classes. Clagon is ranked No. 11 
at 157, Walsh is No. 5 at 165 and senior 
Ryan Wolfe is No. 8 at 197.

Clagon said the biggest aspect of  
being a good wrestler is living a healthy 
lifestyle. 

“It’s all about the grind,” he said. 
“You have to eat right and stay focused. 
We all have diet plans that we stick 
with.” 

When the season begins, Clagon 
said, the team will usually have an 
early-morning lift or workout, class and 
then another practice in the afternoon. 

For Clagon, this hard work has 
already led to many achievements. At 
Toms River South High School, he was 
a four-time national champion. In the 
26 years of  high school national-tour-
nament history, only two other wrestlers 
have accomplished that feat. Clagon’s 
overall record in high school was an 
outstanding 155-6. 

His freshman year as a Bronc only 
boosted his résumé, as Clagon was 
voted Rider Male Athlete of  the Year 
in June of  2015. During the regular 
season, he became the first in program 

history to defeat the No. 1-ranked 
wrestler in the nation, earning Eastern 
Wrestling League (EWL) Rookie of  the 
Week honors twice. 

Clagon went on to win the EWL 
title at 149, earning tournament MVP 
and an NCAA bid. 

At the 2015 National Wrestling 
Championships in St. Louis, he became 
the first Rider freshman to earn All-
America honors, finishing fifth in the 
nation. He went 6-2 in the tournament, 
with his two losses both coming to the 
defending national champion from 
Northwestern. 

However, in his 2015-16 campaign, 
Clagon failed to match the greatness 
he achieved as a freshman. He said last 
season he felt as though every opponent 
was giving him his best shot. 

“Coming into a season where you’re 
a returning All-American is a little 
difficult,” he said. “You want to be 
better than you were, but I didn’t do a 
good job of  adjusting. I went into every 
match trying not to lose instead of  
going in with a winning mindset.” 

Clagon still won 21 matches, giv-
ing him 51 wins for his Bronc career. 
He lost in the EWL final, but still 
nabbed an at-large NCAA bid. At the 
2016 nationals at Madison Square 
Garden, he upset eighth-seeded Evan 
Henderson of  North Carolina in the 
first round. He ultimately went 2-2 in 
the tournament. 

Heading into his junior year, Clagon 
said his coaches have prepared him to 
be a national champion. He thinks he 
can get there with a lot of  hard work. 

“It’s all about baby steps,” he said. 
“Obviously, being a national champ 
isn’t something that’s easy to achieve. 

But our coaches are a big reason why 
we are where we are as a program. I 
just need to work on my moves and just 
keep getting better.” 

While Clagon strives to be No. 1 in 
the nation, Walsh nearly achieved that 
feat last March. At 157, he was one 
match away from being the first Rider 
athlete to compete for a national cham-
pionship. In the national semifinal, he 
came up short against third-seeded 
Jason Nolf  of  Penn State, who was 33-1 
on the year. 

Walsh acknowledged it was tough 
to be that close to making history, 
but he feels great about what he did 
accomplish.

“It did hurt a lot to come up just 
short like that,” he said. “But it’s 
something I always look back on and 
I’m proud of  it. To be an All-American 
as a sophomore is something I worked 
extremely hard for.” 

His sophomore season was one of  
the best in Rider history. He won 28 
matches, going 6-0 in conference duals 
to move his EWL career record to 11-0. 
Walsh won the EWL title at 157, earn-
ing conference Wrestler of  the Year 
honors and his second NCAA bid. The 
Broncs also won the conference as a 
team, their first title in 16 years. 

At Madison Square Garden, Walsh 
made a Cinderella-type run. As the No. 
15 seed, he upset No. 2 Thomas Gantt 
of  North Carolina State, 11-8, in the 
second round. In an ESPN-televised 
match, he then defeated No. 7 Cody 
Pack in come-from-behind fashion in 
the quarterfinals, to officially achieve 
All-America status for the first time in 
his career.

Walsh’s next bout was a 19-4 loss to 

the eventual runner-up, Nolf. After a 
1-1 performance in consolations, Walsh 
finished the year fifth in the country.

As Clagon did last year, Walsh 
will face the hard task of  overcoming 
complacency. He also has the challenge 
of  defending a title in one of  college 
wrestling’s most competitive confer-
ences. Walsh’s goal, like Clagon, is to 
be the best wrestler in the country in 
his weight class. 

“I write in my notebook every day 
that I want to be a national champion,” 
Walsh said. “Everyday I remind myself  
of  that. I’m training to beat the top five 
percent in the country. When you train 
big, that’s what makes the difference at 
the end of  the season.” 

Wrestlers like Clagon and Walsh are 
the reason why Rider is on the national 
radar for college wrestling. Since Head 
Coach Gary Taylor’s arrival 39 years 
ago, 107 Broncs have won individual 
conference titles and 169 have qualified 
for nationals. 

Walsh alluded to 1997, Rider’s best 
season in program history. The team 
left the national tournament with three 
All-Americans and finished seventh in 
the nation. 

“We’re not worried about being 
overshadowed by big schools like 
Rutgers or Penn State,” he said. “We’re 
worried about being the best version of  
our team that we can be. Our best team 
ever finished No. 7. This year, we want 
to finish in the top five.” 

The 2016-17 season is set to begin 
Nov. 6. The tools are in place for a 
historic year. 

Juniors Chad Walsh (left) and B.J. Clagon (right) are two returning All-Americans for the wrestling team. In 2015, Clagon finished No. 5 in the nation as a freshman. Walsh finished fifth in the nation last March.
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