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HAUNTING HALLOWEEN MUSIC
Westminster Community Orchestra will play 
Halloween-inspired pieces in concert. page 7

MIGHTY MILLENNIALS 
Why students should use their power to decide the 
election. page 8

DEFENDING A TITLE
Men’s swimming and diving defeats George 
Washington in opening meet. page 12

Broncs at the night show
Rider’s annual fall concert brings crowds to Student Recreation Center

By Lauren Lavelle

WITH the highly controversial presidential elec-
tion looming ahead, Rider is making an effort 
to educate students about the importance of  
voting with #RIDERVOTES, a campaign 

encouraging millennials to take initiative and speak up 
for the well-being of  their country by placing their vote 
at the polls. 

As part of  the movement, on Oct. 5, congress-
woman Terri A. Sewell, Alabama-7, and congress-
woman Bonnie Watson Coleman, New Jersey-12, the 
first black women to serve in their state’s respective-
congressional delegations, were invited to share their 
views on the evolution of  voting throughout the years 
and provide advice to students who are on the fence 
about the concept. 

“It’s not about partisanship,” said Sewell. “I think 
that it’s about making sure that everyone who is 
eligible to vote has the opportunity to vote. We’re here 
to stress the importance of  voting, irrespective of  who 
you vote for, because it’s that important to all of  us 
that you remain civically engaged and mobilize the 
power within your community.”

“I’m very excited that Rider has taken on this very 

important issue, and taken it on at a time where you 
can do something about it,” added Coleman. “If  
you’re not registered to vote, you still have time to 
register. To have this program at this stage is spot on.” 

With all of  the controversy surrounding the current 
election, both Sewell and Coleman feel millennials 
have lost sight of  their role in the election and want to 
strengthen students’ confidence levels in the political 
world.

Sewell in particular believes viewing the election 
from a historical standpoint will show improvement. 

“When you put it in a historical context, you realize 
that the movements of  the 1960s stand as a history 
lesson of  the importance of  your single vote,” said 
Sewell. “It’s a collective. If  I’ve learned anything from 
studying the history of  the Civil and Voting Rights 
Movements, it’s that ordinary students can collectively 
band together to achieve extraordinary change. This 
great democracy that we call America only works if  
we are engaged, and there’s no better way to show 
that engagement than voting.”

Coleman appreciates the 
equality between the social 
classes that emerges during 

#RIDERVOTES to show the importance of politics to millenials
Students anticipate the arrival of rapper Travis Scott at Rider’s annual Fall Concert at the Student Recreation Center on Oct. 7. 

 Congresswomen Bonnie Watson Coleman, left,  and Terri A. 
Sewell, right, discuss the upcoming presidential election.  SEE #RIDERVOTES
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T H I S  W E E K C O R R E C T I O N S

IN THE OCT. 5, 2016 issue of The Rider News, the editorial in the opinion section 
titled “Crime totals up: Raise in concern” stated incorrectly that the sexual assault 
prevention program ThinkLuv is currently in use by underclassmen. 

ThinkLuv was utilized in Fall 2014 and because of feedback is no longer used 
on campus. The current program in use is Campus Clarity’s Think About It Program, 
and student surveys have revealed that it has more efficacy than the older pro-
gram, according to Susan Stahley, alcohol/drug and sexual assault prevention 
education coordinator.
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Hot plate failure
 No frying for staff members. On Oct. 4 at 12:33 

p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to the academic 
annex in response to an unusual occurrence. Upon 
arrival, officers met with a female staff member who 
was trying to plug a hot plate into an outlet. The 
staff member claimed that, once she plugged in the 
device, the outlet started to produce smoke. Public 
Safety notified facilities who checked the area and 
determined that a maintenance problem was causing 
the smoke. A repair has since been made.

Hats off
Apparently, sprinklers are hat racks now. On Oct. 

9 at 12:43 a.m., Public Safety became aware of an 
odor of suspected marijuana in Lincoln Hall. Upon 
arrival, the officers were directed to the source of 
the odor, and, after receiving authorization to enter, 
officers discovered a Public Safety hat hanging on a 
fire sprinkler head. The hat had allegedly gone miss-
ing two weeks prior. Both room occupants would not 
reveal any information about how or why the hat was 
in their room. They have been charged with attempted 
or actual misappropriation of property and fire safety 
violation/ fire hazard. The matter has been referred to 
the Office of Community Standards.

Screen Stealer 
We have a screen thief on the loose. On Oct. 3 at 

9:01 a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Gee Hall 
in response to the report of a theft. Upon arrival, 
officers met with a male staff member who stated 
he was doing his morning rounds of the building 
when he noticed an unknown person had removed 
the screen from an outside window. The window 
was intact but the screen was missing. Facilities was 
notified and the screen will be replaced. The area 
has been re-secured and the cost of the damage was 
under $200.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver 

Worthwhile collaboration bene�ts students’ futures
By Lauren Lavelle

RIDER and Raritan Valley Community College 
signed the Program to Program Guaranteed 
Transfer Agreement on Sept. 23. 

This newly updated agreement focuses on 18 
majors ranging from biology to communication stud-
ies, and allows students to easily transfer their credits 
to the university in order to obtain their bachelor’s 
degrees. 

“Rider has had a long-standing transfer partnership 
with Raritan Valley, but the last formal agreement 
prior to this new collaboration dated back to 2004,” 
said Raritan Valley’s Director of  Transfer and Career 
Services Paul Michaud. “There have been curricular 
developments at both institutions so the timing was 
right to develop a new, more comprehensive agree-
ment that would provide direct benefits and incentives 
for students.”

While this initiative is extremely beneficial for the 
reputations of  the colleges, Michaud is most looking 
forward to the student reactions to the program.

“This collaboration will be enormously helpful 

to students because it spells out specific academic 
pathways for students for many academic majors,” 
said Michaud. “It is a classic win-win scenario because 
students will know precisely what courses to take so 
they have an efficient transfer, and the university gets 
transfer applicants who are well-prepared to enter into 
the junior year of  academic programs.”

Along with the easy transfer guidelines, the pro-
gram also offers many perks that would not be acces-
sible otherwise. 

“The agreement has a unique feature, a provision 
that will allow prospective students from our college 
to take a Rider course free of  tuition,” said Michaud. 
“There is no better way for students to assess a college 
and its ‘fit’ for them personally than to take a course 
and doing so without a financial commitment is an 
enormous benefit.”

Another advantage lies within the financial aspect 
of  education: many students feel being educated in 
a private institution is out of  their range because of  
their financial and academic standings. Michaud says 
this agreement proves that assumption wrong.

“Since the agreement encourages completion 
of  the associate degree prior to transfer, it fosters 
the improvement of  graduation rates, a key metric 
in Federal and State measures of  accountability,” 
said Michaud. “The agreement also opens doors to 
students who may have the mistaken impression that 
private universities are out of  reach financially. This 
pathway agreement precisely informs students how 
to select courses for efficient transfer and the built-
in scholarship funds significantly reduce the cost to 
students and families.”

Overall, the Program to Program Guaranteed 
Transfer Agreement aims to encourage students to 
further their education and reach goals they never 
thought possible.

“Our college has developed nearly 90 transfer 
agreements with colleges across the country and even 
internationally, but the Rider agreement is among the 
very best,” said Michaud. “Rider goes well beyond 
transfer recruitment to actual transfer partnerships 
with unique benefits for students, and additional col-
laborations among faculty.”

#RIDERVOTES to educate students about the election
CONT’D FROM P. 1 

election time and hopes this will influence students to experience a rare part of  
society.

“There is no other act you can engage in that makes you equal,” said Coleman. 
“It makes you equal to the billionaires; it makes you equal to the unemployed; when 
you put your finger on that lever, you are equal to everybody else.”

Most importantly though, both congresswomen stressed the fact that voting is a 
right that can be easily taken away, and the younger generation should take advan-
tage of  an opportunity many in the world do not enjoy.

“Recognize that we are depending upon you and that we respect your opinion 
and your perspective,” said Coleman. “This country needs your vote.”

“It’s a call to action. Every generation has its issues and we know millennials have 
their own issues,” added Sewell. “We want these issues to be debated and discussed 
in the open public arena, so we need your voices. And that’s what your vote is: your 
vote is your voice.”

#RIDERVOTES encourages all students to register to vote for the upcoming 2016 election on 
Tuesday, Nov. 8. Th
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Congresswomen Bonnie Watson Coleman and Terri A. Sewell discuss the importance of voting 
rights for students as a part of #RIDERVOTES.

Thursday, Oct. 13

Dining Etiquette Workshop
5 p.m. - 7 p.m., Fireside Lounge
Hosted by the Career Development and Success Center, a seminar will be given 
about dining etiquette in professional settings. 

Friday, Oct. 14

Midnight MAACness
10:30 p.m., Alumni Gym
A celebration, filled with live entertainment, games and fun, will be held to kick off  
Rider’s men’s and women’s upcoming basketball season. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
B Y  L A U R E N  L A V E L L E
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Monday, October 17, 2016 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 
North Hall 202 

 
Professional attire required. Bring plenty of resumes. 

 
BIONJ will host a networking event for all majors to meet and greet 

professionals from a variety of science and science-related organizations. 
Participating organizations are looking for interns, part-time, and full-time 

employees. 

Refreshments will be provided. 

Register today at www.rider.joinhandshake.com  

Questions? Contact: careers@rider.edu or 609-896-5058 

Networking Event 

 For Science and Science Focused Organizations 
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News
Rider aims to inform students of financial state
By Grace Purvis

EIGHTY-NINE percent of  Rider’s total $220.2 million revenue in the fiscal year 2016  
was made up of  tuition and fees, according to a discussion on the state of  the 
university’s finances on Oct. 11.

Vice President Finance and Treasurer Julie Karns met with The Student 
Government Association (SGA) to talk about Rider’s finances, discuss where money 
is going and explain how the university tries to efficiently handle its funds. 

According to Karns, it is not uncommon for a university to have most of  its 
revenue be from tuition. 

“While having a percentage of  revenue being from students is not unusual, 
we really need to focus on making students’ experiences at Rider enjoyable,” said 
Karns. “Students are the operating force behind Rider, especially with finance.” 

The 89 percent of  revenue from tuition equates to $165.8 million of  the total 
revenue, the largest portion of  the total $220.2 million. Auxiliary enterprises, which 
include room and board, among others, are the second largest, at $37.8 million. 

The greatest operating expenditure in the fiscal year 2016 was from scholar-
ships issued, which made up $67.9 million of  the total operating spending of  $222 
million.  

The second-largest expense of  the total operating spending is instruction at 
$63.4 million. 

Instruction includes budget and grants for departments, teaching, programs and 
centers, funding for choirs, study abroad and faculty development.

“Instruction is all of  the faculty, everything that happens from the classroom up 
to the academic apartments,” said Karns. “So, if  you are the chair of  the English 
department, you have an operating budget for supplies and conference attendance, 
so everything from the 
chairperson to the class-
room is instruction.” 

The smallest contributor 
to operating expenditures is 
research, taking up just $1.6 
million of  the total revenue. 

Karns said that there are 
several things that the finance department does to make sure that they’re investing 
students’ money in things that are substantial. 

“We do a lot of  social media, branding and advertising,” said Karns. “I always 
say I work for Rider, a poor but proud university.”

Jen Boyer, a sophomore digital media major and SGA member, can already 
see the effect Rider’s financial situation is having on students and hopes there is a 
brighter future in store.

“I think Rider should lower the tuition rate to improve [the situation],” said 
Boyer. “The current financial rate is majorly affecting the students, especially 
students without scholarships. Some of  my friends had to leave Rider because of  

financial problems.” 
Rider has also seen a substantial jump in projected deficits, going 
from $7.6 million, which eventually became a $3 million operating 
budget deficit,  for fiscal year 2016 to over $10 million in 2017.

“There are a number of  contributing factors that go into having 
such a big decline,” said Karns. “Enrollment decline along with the 
factor of  more students choosing to live off  campus have made a big 
impact, with housing causing a decline of  $1 million itself.” 

Karns said that when making financial decisions, Rider will seri-
ously consider students and their families. 

“We aim to impact our students as little as possible,” Karns said. 

Additional reporting by Alexis Schulz

By Lauren Lavelle

RIDER’S 107.7 The Bronc’s very 
own student general manager 
Matt Burrill, a senior digital 
media major, has been nominated 

for Radio Personality of  the Year at the 
2016 Nashville Universe Awards.

“I had gotten word that I would 
be potentially nominated over the 
summer,” said Burrill. “There were 
about 25 radio people nominated 
for the first round so to make it into 
the finals is pretty cool. It’s very 
humbling.”

On Nov. 7, Nashville Universe, 
a website that supports up-and-
coming artists, song writers, and 
radio and TV personalities by 
helping them make connections in 
the Nashville entertainment world, 
will recognize standout students and 
professionals at its annual Nashville 
Universe Awards in Nashville, 
Tennessee.

Burrill, who has been involved with 
the country-music scene since his fresh-
man year, feels re-vamping his radio 
show, RU Redneck Radio, has defi-
nitely made an impact on his college 
radio career.

“The show was already here when I 
was a freshman,” said Burrill. “At that 
point though, it was just a bunch of  
college kids that liked to drink and go 
on the radio. I came in and we started 
to go in another direction.”

Within the past few years, Nashville 

Universe has highlighted the works of  
several big names in the country-music 
industry such as Florida Georgia Line 
and Colt Ford. 

When asked how it feels to be associ-
ated with such accomplished individu-
als, Burrill expressed the need for solid 
connections in the radio world and 
hopes the award will bring him some 
valuable ones. 

“I’m not there as an artist or an 
entertainer or a musician or anything 
like that,” said Burrill. “But it’s always 

been my dream to go to Nashville and, 
with the radio program, we’ve had so 
much success at Rider that it’s great to 
build off  of.”

John Mozes, 107.7 The Bronc’s gen-
eral manager, is proud of  Burrill and 
sees success in his future. 

“Matt is one of  The Bronc’s most 
passionate on-air voices,” said Mozes. 
“His love of  country music, his admira-
tion for the artists and his passion for 
RU Redneck Radio and The Bronc
come across every time he opens the 

microphone. For those reasons alone, 
Matt should win Radio Personality of  
the Year.”

As for life after The Bronc, Burrill’s 
outlook is positive and, with several 
internships already under his belt, he 
hopes to take his goals to the next level. 

“Right now, I’m working at two 
radio stations, Magic 98.3 and WCTC,” 
said Burrill. “My goal after college is 
to go down South and do something 
with radio or public relations. I want 
to explore a little bit, get out of  the 
Northeast.”

While Burrill looks forward to what 
his future holds, he will continue to 
appreciate all The Bronc has provided 
him in terms of  his career and his over-
all college experience.

“I can’t stress enough just how 
important being at The Bronc has 
been,” said Burrill. “There’s something 
to be said for an engaged learning 
experience and I’ve definitely found 
what I love doing.”

Log onto www.thenashvilleuniverse.com to 
vote for Matt Burrill for Radio Personality of  
the Year. Voting closes on Wednesday, Oct. 19. 

Ambitious senior up for Nashville Universe award

Vice President Finance and Treasurer Julie Karns informs students of Rider’s current financial state. 
Em

ily
 K

el
le

y/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

Members of the 107.7 The Bronc’s team celebrate at the third annual RU Redneck Radio Tailgate Party. 
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‘‘I always say I work for Rider, a poor but proud 
university.” 
 JULIE KARNS, VICE PRESIDENT FINANCE AND TREASURER
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Arts&Entertainment

EVENTS CALENDAR
Today

October 12, 2016
friday
October 14, 2016

Sat. sun.
October 15, 2016 October 16, 2016

Visiting Artist:
Michael Harper

Michael Harper is an international 
singer, teacher and workshop

facilitator. He has performed at 
various music festivals in the UK 
such as the Asolo Music Festival. 

Harper will lead master
classes with WCC students.

Hillman Performance Hall 3:30 - 4:20 p.m.

The Green Film Series:
This Changes Everything

Based on Naomi Klein’s bestseller, 
this film presents seven powerful 
portraits of communities on the 

front lines, from Montana’s 
Powder River Basin to the Alberta 

TarSands, and beyond.

Sweigart Auditorium 115, 7 p.m.

Midnight MAACness

Come and celebrate the start of 
men’s and women’s basketball 

seasons with live entertainment, 
giveaways and school spirit.

Alumni Gym 10:30 p.m.
Westminster Conservatory

Faculty Recital:
Tea for Two

Featuring Melissa Bohl, 
oboe; Michael VanPelt, 

saxophone; Michael Green, 
trumpet; Dezheng Ping, 
violin; Marjorie Selden, 
viola; and Christopher 

McWilliams, piano.

Westminster Community
Orchestra:

The Sounds of Halloween
Bristol Chapel,

Westminster Choir College
7:30 p.m.

This Halloween-themed 
program features several 

orchestral favorites, which will 
showcase the talents of the 
Westminster Conservatory’s 

Suzuki Violin Program.

Robert L. Annis Playhouse,
Westminster Choir College 3 p.m.
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International student thrives, makes connections from coast to coast
By Megan Lupo and Samantha Brandbergh

SOME students land an internship through 
endless online research; others find an 
opportunity in a yoga class. 

For business communication gradu-
ate student, Franziska Schmitt, it was all about 
connections that led to internships at Morgan 
Stanley, a financial services corporation, and 
Kemgo, a marketplace for chemicals and 
fertilizers.

 Schmitt is an international student from 
Germany, who received a bachelor’s degree 
in business administration and finance from 
Baden-Württemberg’s Cooperative State 
University, and has not worked in the financial 
service industry in the United States until now. 

She heard about the internship at Morgan 
Stanley from her friend in Germany, who 
referred her to Cheryl Wright, managing 
director at Morgan Stanley and one of  the 
United States’ top 100 financial advisors, and 
someone who only receives 100 applications a 
year.

Schmitt applied in December 2015 for 
the summer of  2016 internship and was able 
to be phone interviewed, later landing the 
internship.

How Schmitt found her current internship 
at Kemgo is more peculiar.

“It was a year ago in September 2015 when 
the co-CEO’s wife was my yoga teacher,” 
Schmitt explained. “During a get-together at 
the yoga studio, she brought her husband, Joe 
Naaman, and I was able to connect with him. 
We talked about what we are both currently 
doing, and his start-up sounded so interesting. 

“While I was starting to look for summer 
internships for 2016, I told Joe that if  he is 
ever interested in having an intern, I would be 

happy to help.”
From there, Schmitt went on to write 

Kemgo’s first two press releases; the first one 
being featured in respected industry journals, 
while the second one was submitted only last 
week. Other press releases she has written have 
been published by online magazines Plastics 
Technology and Plastics Engineering.

While working for a growing company was 
challeging, interning for a business as large as 
Morgan Stanley was worthwhile because of  
the influential people she met, Schmitt said.

Schmitt has been inspired by Wright, 
describing the chance to work for her as “once 
in a lifetime.” Wright’s career-driven persona 
and her ability to manage one of  the highest 
producing teams that handle more than a bil-
lion dollars in assets inspired her. 

At the Morgan Stanley office, Schmitt’s 
tasks included “overlooking the marketing and 
communication strategy and optimizing it, as 
well as preparing client meetings,” in addition 
to creating and designing the team’s website. 

Schmitt was also able to take her knowledge 
out of  boardrooms and meetings when she got 
the opportunity to plan an event for a Stanford 
University’s School of  Medicine professor. 

“I planned the entire event — from looking 
at rooms, ordering food, creating invitations, 
booking the speaker and making sure the event 
flowed well,” she said. 

This event’s success is a moment that stands 
out for Schmitt as one of  the most gratifying. 

“Seeing all the big smiles on our clients’ 
faces, the speaker’s face and on my colleagues’ 
faces… everyone was so happy and loved the 
event; this was the best reward for me,” she 
said.

For Schmitt, being an international student 

has provided her with knowledge she would 
not have received otherwise. 

“In California, they are so open to someone 
they don’t know; they greet you on the street 
and even sometimes talk to you,” she said. 
“Just greeting someone on the street that you 
don’t know would never happen in Germany.”

Through some of  the friendly California 
residents she met, Schmitt was able to connect 
with a Facebook employee and visit the site’s 
headquarters, something she describes as an 
“amazing” experience. 

“This is so special to me,” she said. “In 
Germany, that would have never happened. 
Connections and networking are not as big 
there as they are here.” 

Building connections was a main priority 
to Schmitt, especially from her start at Rider. 
Inspired by her mentor and Rider’s associ-
ate director of  major gifts, Pamela Mingle, 
Schmitt joined the Leadership Program, where 
she was given the opportunity to connect with 
Rider alumnae.

Schmitt is also a mentor herself, as she is 
the president of  protégées for Rider’s Women 
Leadership Council’s Mentoring Program.

“[Mingle] always encouraged me to believe 
in myself,” Schmitt said. “Further, she helped 
me with finding my values and realizing what I 
really want.”

Schmitt’s work ethic and professionalism 
are just a few of  the characteristics that Mingle 
was impressed by.

“[Schmitt] is a true leader and self  starter,” 
Mingle said. “She is the most pro-active 
intern I have ever known; she is intelligent 
and thoughtful, open to feedback and has the 
confidence to offer suggestions to others.”

Although Schmitt loved her time in Silicon 

Valley, she will return home to Germany 
this month for a one-week trade show in 
Düsseldorf, where she will help Kemgo’s 
CEOs connect with potential clients such as 
buyers and sellers of  petrochemicals.   

“It is an amazing opportunity and I am 
very excited,” she said. “This is the first time 
where I will meet the industry and its people 
face-to-face. I am sure that this experience 
will help me to prepare Kemgo’s communi-
cation and marketing. Also, I believe being 
bilingual helps me a lot during the trade show; 
it feels like coming home, even though the 
city I will stay in is four hours away from my 
hometown.”

Although Schmitt feels comfortable now 
juggling multiple languages, she cites the lan-
guage barrier as one of  her early challenges. 

“At the beginning, I had to translate some 
new finance vocabularies, but after working 
in the office for a couple of  weeks, it was all 
clear,” she said. 

Looking ahead, Schmitt is hopeful that 
the experience she has received through her 
internships and traveling will help her succeed 
wherever she may end up in her field. 

“I don’t only want to limit myself  for 
working in communications and marketing 
at a bank,” she said.  “In the future, I want 
to obtain a leadership position in the field of  
marketing and communications. I am inter-
ested in pursuing a Ph.D in communications 
and would love to do consulting in my area 
while studying for the Ph.D.”
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Unity Day celebrates diversity and the right to vote
By Samantha Brandbergh and Emily Klingman

SPOOKY and sinister sounds will come together 
with a classical orchestra when the Westminster 
Community Orchestra presents The Sounds of  
Halloween on Sunday, Oct. 16. 

The performance, directed by Ruth Ochs, will 
feature an orchestral spin on Halloween songs, 
courtesy of  the students of  the Westminster 
Conservatory Suzuki Violin program. 

“We’ve worked with them in the past, so I know 
it’s a fun experience for them and for us as well,” 
said Ochs. “There’s a lot of  scary, fun, spooky, 
semi-Halloween orchestral pieces. The chance to do 
that together in one concert program was excit-
ing. I also knew it would be a concert program that 
would appeal to families; I was trying to bring more 
younger audience members into our concert.”

The children that make up the Westminster 
Conservatory Suzuki Violin program range from 
three to 12 years old. 

“They take lessons in the Suzuki violin method. 
They’re an amazing group of  musicians; pretty 
much every other year, they’re invited to join in one 
of  our concerts,” said orchestra member Sandra 
Moskovitz, whose son is in the program. “We usually 
try and do a 
theme that’s 
fun for the kids 
as well as for 
the audience. 
And there’s so much 
great Halloween music.”

Ochs has been a conductor of  orchestra for 11 
years and had the task of  programming this concert 
and choosing the music. 

“Most of  the pieces have a narrative,” she said. 
“Danse Macabre is about the dance with death and 
the striking of  midnight. So, most of  the pieces have 
an interesting story connected with them as well.”

Not only will the pieces be appealing sonically, 

but they are also very visual, allowing audiences to 
use their imagination while listening to the music. 

“A lot of  the music that we’re playing is just 
really evocative of  fall and ghosts and goblins and 
spooky,” said Moskovitz. “‘Night on Bald Mountain’ 
is a really famous piece that is just so evocative of  

Halloween. It’s 
about witches 
getting together 
and doing all 
kinds of  witchy 
things, so you 
can hear that in 

the music. Another is called Hobgoblin; it’s about a 
spirit having a great time on a crisp autumn day.”

Although Ochs aims to appeal to families and 
a young audience, the adults in the orchestra have 
been enjoying the music as well.

“We love the pieces,” said Moskovitz. “Many of  
us have played, not all the pieces, but most of  them 
before. They’re as fun to play as they are to listen 

to. They capture the feeling of  the season; in your 
mind, you can see the witches dancing around and 
doing all sorts of  devilish sorts of  things. [It’s] really 
fun music.”

To get into the Halloween spirit, audiences are 
also encouraged to arrive in costumes. 

“I’m not sure that all the musicians or all the 
kids will be, because the kids will have to be able to 
play the violin,” said Moskovitz. “But overall, we 
just want people to come, celebrate the season and 
have a good time. If  there’s anyone who’s a part of  
Rider’s education program, they should take the 
chance to come out and watch the wide variety of  
ages in the group of  kids playing a variety of  dif-
ferent pieces on the violin,” said Moskovitz. “It’s 
very heartwarming to see the next generation of  
musicians.”

Tickets are $15 for adults, $10 for seniors and non-
Rider students. They are available through the Box Office: 
609-921-2663.

P R E V I E W

Eerie and creepy music fills Playhouse hallsEerie and creepy music fills Playhouse halls

‘‘We love the pieces... they’re as fun to play as they are 
to listen to. They capture the feeling of  the season.” 
 SANDRA MOSKOVITZ, ORCHESTRA MEMBER

Rider’s annual Unity Day event that took place on Wednesday, Oct. 5 celebrated the university’s diverse community. This year featured a Voting Rights Rally to encourage students, many of whom will be voting 
for the first time, to go to the polls this November. The celebration included a performance by Rider’s Unashamed Gospel Choir (above) and speeches by Congresswoman Terri A. Sewell, the first woman 
elected to Congress from Alabama and the first black woman to ever serve in the Alabama Congressional delegation, and Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman.

Audiences are in for a treat when the Westminster Community Orchestra present The Sounds of Halloween on Sunday, Oct. 16. The 
performance will feature the Westminster Conservatory Suzuki Violin program and classical takes on Halloween tunes. 
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Franziska Schmitt currently interns at Kemgo, a chemical and fertilizer marketplace. 
In the past, she has interned at Morgan Stanley, a financial services corporation in 
the heart of Silicon Valley, California. With the experience she has received at Rider, 
California and at home in Germany, she hopes to pursue a Ph.D in communications.

Mackenzie Emmens/ The Rider News
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The deciding vote?
Millennials
FROM news stations to newspa-

pers, the upcoming election 
is a leading topic across all 
media. However, for us college 

students, the political discussion we 
more frequently take part in is found 
on the web. Our friends post their 
opinions about the candidates. Politi-
cal parody accounts make memes of  
Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton. 
Politicians use their own social media 
accounts to try and connect with us. 
And we share it all, helping ignite the 

Older generations look down at 
us for being politically apathetic, but 
clearly, this isn’t the truth. But if  our 
generation is so actively participating 
in this election, why aren’t we willing 
to vote once November comes?  

Last month, ABC and The 
Washington Post published a poll that 
concluded only 41 percent of  mil-
lennials, voters between the ages of  
18 and 29, say they will “definitely” 
vote. That means more than half  of  
our generation is, to some extent, 
indecisive or already know they will 
not be heading to the polls in a few 
weeks. 

According to the Pew Research 
Center, the generation of  millennials 
is now as large as the baby boomers. 
We are not only the future of  this 
country, but we are a huge percent-
age of  its present, too. And yet, 
less than half  of  us are prepared to 
contribute to this nation’s future. 

This reluctance to actually go 
to the polls has nothing to do with 
apathy. In fact, our generation is 
engaged in politics and this upcom-
ing election. Bernie Sanders is the 
prime example of  this. The Vermont 
senator was fairly unknown until 
college-aged students began rapidly 
advocating for him. 

In fact, part of  our problem 
might be the exact opposite of  
apathy. According to an article by 
CNBC, millennials are too caught 
up in finding the “perfect” can-
didate. We’ve all seen it on social 
media. We all have a few of  those 
friends who refuse to vote because 
they don’t want to waste a vote on 
Trump or Clinton. This stubborn-
ness is born out of  listening and pay-
ing attention to both candidates. 

In addition, many people, regard-
less of  age, feel disconnected to 
politics simply because they find it 
too difficult to understand. In turn, 
many become ignorant to important 
issues. There is too much on the 
table, from immigration, to taxation, 
to foreign policy, and all of  these 
platters are too complex. Bland, 
surface-level topics, like celebrity 
gossip, are much easier to stomach.

But when a historical election is 
drawing nearer, Americans need to 
start expanding their palate. 

Millennials need to take personal 
responsibility in their approach to 
politics. There is no endless encyclo-
pedia or professor that will help us 
do the right thing next month. That 
is a decision each of  us has to make 

as individuals, and it’s not a decision 
we can give up.

First of  all, stay educated on the 
issues the candidates are discussing. 
Don’t wait for someone to come 
and teach you everything because 
that won’t happen. If  you have a 
smartphone, then you have all the 
resources you need in your pocket. 
Turn to academic websites or repu-
table media publications for all your 
information. Do your research on 
immigration. Learn about foreign 
policy. Read up on environmental 
concerns. Becoming more educated 
on these problems allows you to 
make educated choices about your 
political stances and voting; we need 
to stay educated. 

Then, make sure you don’t base 
your opinions on any of  the presi-
dential candidates on your friends’ 
opinions or on random posts from 
random websites. Go to websites 
such as ontheissues.org and learn 
what each candidate really thinks 
about the issues that matter to you. 
It’s important to always remember 
that even if  it doesn’t seem like it’s 
affecting us right now, decisions on 
topics such as the economy, health-
care, civil rights and more will play 
a role in both our and our nation’s 
future. 

And even if  you’re not a fan of  
Trump or Clinton, take some time 
to learn about other candidates that 
are running. Make sure you pick a 
candidate that fits reasonable, not 
necessarily “perfect,” standards 
that you set. Choosing a third party 
candidate is nowhere near as bad as 
choosing to stay silent in the demo-
cratic process.

In the future, if  you still feel like 
you have a lot to learn about politics, 
take advantage of  the resources we 
have here at Rider. Take an intro to 
American politics class. Go to events 
sponsored by the Rebovich Institute. 
Go to our expansive library and take 
out a book on politics. If  you think 
you have a lot to learn but you’re 
not making use of  the great oppor-
tunities we have, then you’re only 
letting yourself  fall deeper into your 
ignorance. 

After all of  this, it doesn’t matter 
who you choose to vote for. It doesn’t 
matter who you advocate for in witty 
Facebook or Twitter posts. And what 
you think is irrelevant. What matters 
is that you cast your ballot and you 
make sure you’re one of  the many 
millennial voices that deserve to be 
heard on election day. 
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Rebovich: students wanted

TO the editor:
Samantha Sawh (“Silver spoon 

feeds opportunities,” Sept. 28) 
makes several interesting points 

about the struggles students often find 
when seeking an internship.

The Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics actually provides a num-
ber of  unique and valuable resources 
that address those hardships.

Sawh notes that students who lack 
a personal network face more difficul-
ties in finding an internship. It is for 
this reason that the Rebovich Institute 
works to train students affiliated with us 
in the art of  networking each year.  

In addition, our speaker series pro-
vides students with the chance to prac-
tice and refine those skills several times 
a semester with the public officials who 
visit Rider. More than one Rider stu-
dent has landed an internship because 
of  who they met at our programs.

Furthermore, the Rebovich Institute 
provides a unique Summer Internship 
Guide, available exclusively for Rider 
students. Each year, the guide offers 
more than 60 summer internship 
opportunities covering experiences 
in business, association management, 
civil liberties and law enforcement, 
environmental advocacy, science and 
technology, public relations, political 
campaigns and government.  

The guide provides a one-page, 
easy-to-read format for each internship 
offered, so a student can clearly com-
pare all of  the options available.

For several years, we have had more 
internship opportunities listed in the 
guide than we have students to fill 
them. The number one reason students 
won’t apply? They have to make money 
over the 
sum-
mer and 

Executive Editor
Thomas Regan

Managing Editor
Alexis Schulz

News Editors
Lauren Lavelle
Shanna O’Mara

Features and Arts  
& Entertainment Editors

Samantha Brandbergh
Emily Klingman

Opinion Editor
Samantha Sawh

Sports Editors
Brandon Scalea

Carlos Toro

Photography Editor
Emily Kelley

Social Media Editor
Rena Carman

Copy Editors
Marianna Buseman
Lindsay Felsher
Adam Rivera

Design Manager
Mackenzie Emmens

Business/Advertising Manager
Jaylyn Breaux

Circulation Managers
Jim Damiano
Derek Jordan-Merrill

Faculty Adviser
Dr. Jackie Incollingo 

Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

SEE REBOVICH 
OPPOTUNITIES, PAGE 9

ca
gl

ec
ar

to
on

s.
co

m



L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Sexual assault prevention takes a community
TO the editor:

I am writing in response to last week’s 
editorial regarding sexual assault on Rider’s 
campus.

It is not unusual for media sources to see the 
number of  reported rapes go up and equate that 
to a rise in the actual numbers that are occurring. 
The assaults are happening, and as per the above 
statistics, only a small fraction come forward with 
their stories. Creating a campus culture that encour-
ages students to come forward is just as important as 
creating a culture of  respect on a campus to prevent 
assaults from happening. Students don’t report for 
many reasons; fear of  how they might be treated; 
concern that they would not be believed; wanting to 
protect the perpetrator, or blaming themselves for 
what happened. I emphatically state that it is never 
the fault of  the victim. No matter what the victim 
was wearing, where they chose to go, who they chose 
to spend time with, or if  they chose to have alco-
hol or another drug, no one asks or deserves to be 
assaulted.

The fact that there has been a rise in the number 
of  reports shows that students at Rider are more 
willing to come forward and trust the system. If  one 
in five women are assaulted on a college campus 
then there is much more to be done in addition to 
encouraging reports. Comparing number of  rapes 

from one campus to another is like apples and 
oranges. Different campuses have different cultures. 
The fact that a larger institution has the same low 
number does not mean the assaults are not happen-
ing, they are just not being reported.

[The editorial] states that freshmen are required 
to do an online education program, ThinkLuv, and 
that they make fun of  the program. ThinkLuv was 
utilized for upper classmen in the Fall of  2014.  It 
is no longer being used because of  that feedback. 
All new students, both freshmen and transfers are 
required to complete Campus Clarity’s Think About 
It Program. The Campus Clarity program end-of-
session surveys reveal that the majority of  students in 
fact do like the program and have learned from it.

The writer feels that Rider’s administration needs 
to do more to protect students. We can always do 
more and the university is committed to do every-
thing we can to raise awareness and provide preven-
tion training. However, it can’t just be the Rider staff  
that do the work, students need to take the respon-
sibility to create an environment where rape and 
sexual assault is not acceptable. Students can help by 
creating a culture of  respect.

Bystander intervention has been shown to be one 
of  the key factors in decreasing incidents. As the 
signs on campus said, if  you see something, then say 
or do something. Do you see someone being mocked 

or bullied? Step in and help. If  you see a drunk per-
son that a possible perpetrator is spending too much 
time with, then step in. Get involved by staying with 
the person, making sure they get out of  the situation 
or even speak up and make statements that show 
the perpetrator that his/her action has been noticed 
and won’t be tolerated. Hear someone making a 
rape joke? Ask them to explain to you why an assault 
on someone is funny. Challenge others to speak up 
and create an environment where people know that 
assaults, poorly-worded jokes and sexual misconduct 
will not be tolerated.  

Get involved on campus, show up to the pro-
grams that educate students about how to success-
fully intervene and help others. Create a club or join 
an existing organization that is already doing the 
work on campus to create a safer environment. Go 
to a rally, make your own signs, talk with your peers, 
your hall mates, your Greek brothers and sisters, 
your athletes, your classmates and create programs, 
rallies and events…it is on all of  us to do the work 
here at Rider. 

To read the full version of  this letter, visit theridernews.com

—Susan Stahley
Alcohol/Drug & Sexual Assault Prevention 

Education Coordinator
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Rebovich opportunities
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion

MANY things have happened at Rider University since the class of  2019 moved 
in. The university community is tightening its belt to work through some 
tough times. Strategic plans were implemented then reversed and will be 

gone, and even those who have been around for a while are not sure which needle 
points north. So what has changed? Eleven more students enrolled this year than last 

of  the library. If  this is supposed to be a real change, I think it’s time we get a new 
compass. 

One positive change I have noticed is there is a renewed student interest in uni-
versity affairs. It seems like more students are reading The Rider News, more people 
are getting involved and more people are asking questions. What’s better than the 
fact that they’re asking questions is that they are positing solutions. The community 
is no longer standing for the unfortunate low student morale rankings we’ve received 
in past years and is putting its best foot forward to make sure that students are not 
only taken care of  in the most basic sense but that they are happy here. It is impor-
tant that we empower and continue this trend. 

However, the university is also facing a “concerning but manageable” deficit 
of  $10 million for this year. During tough financial times, it is necessary to care-
fully consider all possible vehicles for growth. Moreover, Rider should first revisit 
and strengthen the basic tenants upon which it holds itself  before swimming into 
unchartered waters toward a mirage of  a buoy. I hate to put it exactly in these terms 
but there is no need to #MakeRiderGreatAgain, but rather to say #ImWithRider 
(note that there is no political bias intended here…while they may have catchy 

hashtags, neither candidate’s platform is relevant to this editorial). This is to say 
that instead of  pointing out the things that we perceive to be wrong with Rider, we 
actively work toward fixing them. That doesn’t mean applying for a job with an 
administrative office; it means voicing your opinion and protecting your interests. 

Students have to come first when major decisions are being made — no ques-
tions asked. We came to Rider for various reasons, but we stayed for the tight-knit 
community brought together by the pursuit of  our education. This is why we need 
academic program assurance: we need a promise from the university leadership 
that if  we enter into an academic program, we will graduate in that program. Our 
education is the bedrock of  our experience here, and it must be protected so that we 
can enjoy the things we love about Rider, from the great events on campus to the 
unforgettable memories we’ll make with the people we meet here. 

It’s easy to get wrapped up in the fun of  being with people who are excited for 
the many new experiences they avail themselves of  while at school. We stay up 
studying or hanging out until the sun comes up, go to three or more club meetings 
in one day, and look in every corner for the experiences that our parents and movies 
told us that we would have — and we can have them. We just have to be assured 
that we’re not studying so hard for the jobs and lives that we want in vain. 

Let’s not leave the Rider Rock unturned. Sign the petition for academic program 
assurance now. 

—Kenneth Dillon
Junior political science major 

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

A ‘new compass’ for university facing ‘tough’ �nances

can’t afford to do it.  
Indeed, this was Sawh’s second point: the financial hardship on students who are 

forced to take an unpaid internship.  
Therefore, the Rebovich Institute now offers $1,000 to $1,500 scholarships to 

qualified students to take on unpaid internships in government, politics, public 
policy or issue advocacy. This summer, 13 Rider students – known as Rebovich 

Fellows – received $17,000 in scholarship for working in unpaid internships.  
All of  these resources – the networking, the civic programming, the Internship 

Guide, the Rebovich Fellowships – are available to every Rider student, regardless 
of  major.  As we remind our students, no matter what you do in life, politics will 
intrude at some point.  Through the Rebovich Institute, you can round out your 
educational experience with a different “take” on your field of  study.  

Any student interested in learning more about our programs and how to be involved should reach 
out to me at bdworkin@rider.edu.

—Ben Dworkin, Ph.D.
Director of  Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Former advisers leave impression on past editors
ANOTHER successful run has come to an end. It wasn’t long ago that a group 

of  us sat in the basement of  Ridge House, putting together the latest issue 
of  The Rider News (TRN). As student journalists, we worked through early 
mornings, late nights, hurricanes and last-minute additions and subtractions, 

all seamlessly instituted under the tutelage of  Dr. Tom Simonet and Dr. E. Graham 
McKinley.

In our career paths, your sometimes unconventional guidance, life lessons and 
advice have made a lasting impression on all of  us in one way or another. It was 

important to break down the student/teacher wall and get to know both of  you as 
friends and mentors. That relationship led to much success in TRN’s newsroom, 
and now into our professional careers. 

Thank you for all that you’ve done for the newspaper. The brain trust is indeed 
alive and well. 

—Dave Pavlak, Rachel Stengel, Kristy Grinere, 
Nicole Veenstra and Katie Zeck, former editors
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T E N N I S

Tennis falls to MAAC foes
By Carlos Toro

AS the Rider tennis team’s fall 
season comes to an end, both 
the men and women’s teams 
faced Quinnipiac on Oct. 8 and 

Fairfield on Oct. 10.
Both teams lost to their conference 

foes, but several Bronc players pulled 
off  a couple of  victories in their singles 
matches.

Freshman Cyd Melendez, who won 
her fourth career singles match in her 
collegiate career against Quinnipiac, 
said that while the team didn’t win, the 
trip was not a waste for either team.

“The team played well in general, 
but our opponents were very solid,” 
Melendez said. “Even though the 
results weren’t beneficial this time, we 
did improve in other ways.”

Against Quinnipiac, sophomore 
Ryan Ciaccio had the closest match 
of  the day for the men when he lost to 
senior Ryoma Haraguchi by a score of  
6-1 and 6-4.

For the women, Melendez’s match 
against Bobcats’ sophomore Jennifer Lu 
ended in a loss, with Melendez falling 
in straight sets 6-4 and 6-2. In doubles, 
Melendez and freshman Vanessa 
Canda lost 6-1.

The team did fare better when it 
hosted Fairfield on Oct. 10. Canda and 
Melendez won their doubles match 
against junior Sarah Stuhlmann and 

freshman Diana Prinos by a score of  
6-3. Melendez then had a come-from-
behind victory in her singles match 
against Prinos. After losing the first 
set by a score of  6-1, Melendez won 
the second set 6-4 before winning the 
tiebreaker set 6-0. 

Even though freshman Amanda 
Binder lost her singles match against 
freshman Shelby Vertula, it was an 
extremely close match. Binder lost the 
first set by a score of  6-4 and was in 
danger of  losing the second set when 
she was trailing 5-3. She lost the match 
6-4 and 7-5.

On the men’s side, the duo of  fresh-
man Griffin Clark and sophomore 
Brandon Gildea fell to Quinnipiac, 6-4. 

In the singles portion, Clark lost his 
match against Rodgers in straight sets 
by scores of  6-1 and 6-2.

Both the men’s and women’s teams 
are finished with the conference portion 
of  the fall season but still have several 
more matches to play. The men host 
Fordham on Oct. 12. 

Then, both the men’s and women’s 
teams will travel to St. Thomas Aquinas 
for a dual match on Oct. 15, and then 
go to Holy Cross on Oct. 16. 

Melendez said that the team has 
been working hard on honing their 
skills. 

“We’re improving day in and day 
out,” she said.

Sign up for the Open House on
Bronc Nation by Thursday

October 20th, by 5 p.m.

You are able to publish articles on
Bronc Nation about your clubs - and they
can be connected to your Social Media!

Make a Difference Day is on October 22nd,
register on BroncNation

Our Senate meets weekly at 11:30 a.m. every Tuesday 
and is open to the whole campus! Location varies; 

check Bronc Nation.

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or
President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Greg Dell'Omo's speech to the
LAW SGA Senate, October 4th, is
now up on our YouTube account,

www.youtube.com/user/LawrencevilleSGA

Men's tennis vs. Fordham 3:00;
Men's soccer @ Manhattan 7:00;
Women's soccer vs. Manhattan 7:00

Oct. 12

Field hockey vs. Sacred Heart 6:00;
Midnight MAACness

Oct. 14

Cross country in Princeton Invitational;
Men's & women’s tennis @ St. Thomas
 Aquinas 11:00;
Volleyball vs. Manhattan 1:00; 
Women's soccer vs. Marist 1:00;
Swimming & diving @Fairfield 1:00;
Men's soccer @Marist 7:00

Oct. 15

Field hockey vs. Monmouth 12:00; 
Volleyball vs. Iona 1:00; 
Women's & men's tennis @Holy Cross 1:00

Oct. 16

Women's soccer @Iona 3:00;
Men's soccer vs. Iona 7:00

Oct. 19

Field hockey @LIU Brooklyn 6:00

Oct. 20

Oct. 21
Men's golf  in Lehigh Invitational

Volleyball @Quinnipiac 1:00

Men's golf  in Lehigh Invitational;
Men's & women's tennis @Coppin
 State 12:00;
Women's soccer @Fairfield 1:00;
Swimming & diving @Lehigh 1:00;
Volleyball vs. Canisius 4:00;
Men's soccer vs. Fairfield 7:00

Oct. 22

Field hockey @Cornell 1:00,
Volleyball vs. Niagara 1:00

Oct. 23

Field hockey vs. Siena 7:00

Oct. 28

Cross Country in MAAC Championships;
Women's soccer in MAAC Championships
 (First Round);
Men's soccer @Quinnipiac 1:00;
Volleyball @Fairfield 1:00;
Swimming & diving @Marist 6:00

Oct. 29

Oct. 30
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W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Relentless Hawks knock Broncs out of first
By Carlos Toro

THE women’s soccer team and 
Monmouth took to the turf  at Ben 
Cohen Field on Oct. 5 to deter-
mine which squad would remain 

unbeaten.
What resulted was Rider’s most lop-

sided defeat of  the season, 6-0. 
However, on Oct. 8, the Broncs 

rebounded with a win against defend-
ing conference champion Siena, 1-0. 

Against Monmouth (8-4-1, 5-0 
MAAC), Rider trailed almost imme-
diately, as the Hawks got on the 
board with a goal off  a corner kick 
in the fourth minute of  the game. 
Monmouth’s senior forward Alexis 
McTammey launched a corner kick, 
which junior defenseman Miranda 
Konstantinides headed toward the net, 
and redshirt senior forward Rachel 
Ivanicki finished the opportunity with 
the goal.

Monmouth scored again 12 min-
utes later to double its lead. While 
Monmouth did not score again in the 
first half, the visiting Hawks defense 
had a formidable first half, not allowing  
a Rider shot in the opening 45 minutes.

An offensive onslaught ensued in the 
second half  with four more unanswered 
goals.

Junior midfielder Ellie Smith said 
the team was surprised and disap-
pointed by the result. She thought the 
Broncs were ready to play.

“We really can’t put our finger on 
what happened [in the game],” she 
said. “It wasn’t like our spirit or belief  
wasn’t there; we were all up for the 
game and knew it was our best shot. 

I think conceding [a goal] so early 
knocked our confidence, and then 
the second goal came so quickly. We 
just hadn’t seen that yet and we didn’t 
respond correctly.” 

Instead of  Rider (8-3-2, 5-1 MAAC) 
coming back and starting the second 
half  strong, Monmouth scored twice in 
the first eight minutes. Rider couldn’t 
muster any offense, as Monmouth kept 
running up the score. The Broncs only 
managed to get two shot attempts in 
the second half  as Monmouth gave 
Rider its largest defeat this season, by a 
score of  6-0.

Senior goalkeeper Bethany-May 
Howard said the blowout loss was the 
kind of  thing that is bound to happen 

at some point in the season.
“I don’t think we ever really went off  

track,” she said. “Everything is still to 
play for and we really didn’t expect to 
go unbeaten through the whole season. 
We shouldn’t let one loss hurt us in 
the grand scheme of  things. The key 
to winning is taking it one game at a 
time.” 

Smith said that the team does not 
need to adjust anything if  the Broncs 
meet the Hawks again in the confer-
ence tournament. 

“We just have to play the way we 
play,” she said. “There isn’t a point in 
changing the way we press just to fit 
another team.”

On the road against Siena (6-4-3, 

4-1 MAAC), the Broncs’ defense had 
a solid game, especially Howard, who 
had nine saves in the contest. She now 
has five shutouts this season.

Rider got on the board in the first 
half, when Smith scored in the 29th 
minute of  the match. Thanks to an 
assist by junior back Caroline Healy, 
Smith scored on a give-and-go down 
the middle and finished on the inside 
right post.

Siena, like Monmouth, put a lot of  
pressure on Rider, taking 20 total shots 
in the game. Howard and the defense 
did everything in their power to avoid 
another blowout defeat. The Saints 
increased their pressure as the game 
progressed. Of  the 20 shots made by 
Siena, 13 of  them were taken in the 
second half, as Rider won the game 
1-0.

Smith said the win against Siena was 
a major confidence booster.

“It was huge to get back to our win-
ning ways, and it was even better to do 
it against the defending champs,” she 
said. “It wasn’t easy going to their place 
and playing on grass — something 
we aren’t used to. But we gave 110 
percent.” 

Rider will host Manhattan on Oct. 
12 and have its Senior Day on Oct. 15 
against Marist. 

The first round of  the MAAC 
Championships is Oct. 29. The Broncs 
have made it to at least the semifinals 
the last three years, and won the tour-
nament in 2014. 

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs rebound at home after misstep at Monmouth
By Arianna Marino 

AFTER its first MAAC loss of  the season to rival 
Monmouth on Oct. 5, the men’s soccer team 
bounced back with a 2-1 victory at home on 
Oct. 8. 

In West Long Branch, the Hawks looked to take 
revenge on a Rider team that beat them in the con-
ference title game last year. Both teams played tight 
defense, giving up little quality offensive opportunities. 

The Hawks had a slight advantage in shots, 5-4, 
but senior goalkeeper Ryan Baird made a pair of  
saves. The home team also had the edge in corner 
kicks, 3-1, in the first half. 

At the start of  the second half, Monmouth pres-
sured the Bronc defense, changing the intensity of  the 
game.

With the pace of  play increasing and regulation 
coming to a close, it seemed as if  this rivalry was 
going to continue into overtime. 

However, in the 88th minute, Monmouth was 
granted a free kick, which resulted in a Daniel 
Figarella goal that went past Baird. 

Unable to recover from the goal in the 2 minutes 
left in regulation, the Broncs were handed a tough 1-0 
loss. 

Junior forward Jose Aguinaga said, despite the loss, 
Rider still showed it’s a force to be reckoned with.

“We knew it was going to be a tough game, and 
rivalry games like this one are usually decided by 
small details,” he said. “They capitalized on a free 
kick in the final minutes. We lacked concentration for 
a second, and they took advantage of  it. We had a 
really good chance to win, which shows what kind of  
team we are. If  you asked Monmouth, I doubt they’d 
say we are an easy team to play against.”

However, the loss against Monmouth only fueled 
Rider’s intense win against undefeated Siena on Oct. 
8, a game marked with constant breaks in actions 

because of  fouls. From the start of  the first half, Siena 
came out swinging, playing an aggressive game in an 
attempt to throw Rider off  its game plan.

Rider was not surprised by Siena’s style as many 
teams in the MAAC play combatively. 

Both teams played tough, which led to many yel-
low cards and nearly resulted an on-field fight. Siena 
cashed in early on a Rider miscue that resulted in the 
Broncs finding their own goal.

However, the Broncs did not let the Saints rejoice 
for long, as Rider quickly responded when sophomore 
forward Jo Panuccio found the back of  the correct net 
on an assist by senior midfielder Adrien Huss at 50 
minutes. Siena continued to show grit, which resulted 
in senior midfielder Christian Flath suffering a broken 
nose during the game. 

Flath’s injury, however, only fueled the fire. Shortly 
after he was escorted off  the field, freshman forward 
Clement Bourret provided Rider with their second 
goal assisted by junior forward Elliott Otmani. 

Bourret’s goal secured the win for Rider, as Siena 
was unable to respond, giving Rider the 2-1 win. 

Aguinaga said the team regrouped well and was 
very excited about the win.

“It was very rewarding,” he said. “It was one of  
those wins that felt like it was worth more than three 
points in the standings. It was a huge comeback for us 
after that unlucky goal, and after losing our captain to 
an unlucky play. It seemed like everything was going 
against us, but we handled it well and got the win.”

This week, Rider will go to Manhattan on Oct. 
12 and Marist on Oct. 15. The Broncs still rank in 
the national top 25 for Ratings Percentage Index 
(RPI), which considers quality of  wins and strength of  
schedule. 

Aguinaga doesn’t think the team needs to make any 
adjustments in order to get back into first place. He 
said they just need to play their game.

“We don’t need to fix any big aspect of  the way we 
play,” he said. “We do need to work harder in terms 
of  getting the team to compete for the full 90 minutes. 
But, in general, we have a clear idea of  what to do to 
beat each team. We just have to execute better.”

Additional reporting by Brandon Scalea

Junior midfielder Ellie Smith scored the lone goal in an Oct. 8 win against Siena at Ben Cohen Field.

Sophomore Jo Panuccio scored a goal in a big win against Siena.
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Inside today: 
Women’s soccer falls 
to Monmouth, 6-0.
Page 11Sports

By Brandon Scalea

THE five-time MAAC champion 
men’s swimming and diving team 
won its first meet of  the 2016-17 
season on Oct. 8 against a talented 

George Washington program. 
It was the 11th straight win in a 

dual meet for the men, who haven’t lost 
one since 2014. It hasn’t taken long for 
Rider to prove it will be a contender yet 
again this year.

Sophomore Luke Musselman said 
the team worked harder than ever this 
offseason in order to reach that unprec-
edented sixth straight title. 

“We all trained really 
hard over the sum-
mer,” he said. “We 
made constant sac-
rifices in order to be 
ready, and come back 
to school prepared 
to work hard and be 
successful in a tough 
dual-meet season.”

The women’s team, however, came 
up short, falling 183-105. 

The win for the Rider men owes 
much to the performance of  a group of  
underclassmen. Freshmen Justin Carey 
and Cole May, swimming in their first 
collegiate meets, did damage for the 
Broncs. Carey placed first in both the 
100m free with a time of  50.28 and the 
100m butterfly with a time of  49.93. 
May picked up nine team points with a 
first-place finish in the 200m butterfly 
(1:56.52). 

Musselman placed first for the 
Broncs in the 200m medley with a time 
of  1:55.86. 

Musselman said everyone on the 
team contributed to what he felt was an 
awesome win.

“We really swam well as a whole, 
despite some of  our best athletes 
being out due to injury or illness,” he 
said. “Throughout the meet, we all 
motivated each other to keep pushing 
harder. We knew it would be a tough 

meet, and we 

did everything we needed to do.”
Another sophomore, Joseph Warker, 

won the one-meter and three-meter 
dive events with scores of  317.48 and 
265.28, respectively. 

One of  the main reasons for Rider’s 
success has been its relay team. Against 
the Colonials, the Broncs showed prom-
ise again. The relay team saw second-
place finishes by seniors Sam Cramer, 
Matthan Martir and Will Molloy — as 
well as sophomore Vincent Gibbons 

— in the 400m freestyle relay. 
In the 200m medley relay, Carey, 

senior Zach Mabin and junior Zack 
Molloy had second-place finishes. 

Despite the loss, the women also 
showed a lot of  positives. 

Junior Julianna Runk was 
Rider’s leading scorer, 
earn-
ing 14 
team 

points. 
Also for the women, freshman Meg 

Tomayko made some noise in her first 
career meet. She placed first in the 
one-meter dive, and finished third in 
the three-meter board, with scores of  
233.70 and 225.83, respectively. 

To continue the impressive perfor-
mance of  the younger athletes, fresh-
men Natalie Carter and Olivia Iswalt 
contributed to a win in the 400m 
freestyle. 

This was the first time Rider and 
George Washington of  the Atlantic 

10 conference met in a dual 
meet. The Colonials 

came into the meet 
ranked No. 34 

nationally.
The Broncs will officially begin their 

quest for a sixth straight champion-
ship on Oct. 15, when they travel to 
Fairfield for their first MAAC meet. 

With all the success the team has 
had in recent years, Musselman said it’s 
natural for the team to be confident.

 “We just need to keep working 
harder,” he said. “I think we’ll be 
pleased with the end result.” 

V O L L E Y B A L L

Koval kickstarts Broncs in come-from-behind win
By Carlos Toro

WITH its back against the wall, the Rider volley-
ball team had a big comeback victory to cap 
off  its six-game conference road trip.

Down 2-0 in the match, the Broncs (9-11, 
3-5 MAAC) won the last three sets to defeat Siena on 
Oct. 9 after losing to Marist on Oct. 5.

Junior setter Veronica Koval, who had 37 assists 
in the win against Siena, said that winning this game 
showed what the team is capable of.  

“This win was really important,” Koval said. “I 
think we all found ourselves wondering when our 
turning point in the season was going to be and I 
believe that it has come. Also, this win made history 
for our program, which was the icing on the cake.” 

Before the win against Siena, Rider traveled to 
Marist (6-11, 6-1 MAAC) and started the game on 
the right foot. The Broncs used a 6-0 run early in the 
opening set to win 25-16. 

The Red Foxes did not allow a similar run in the 
following set. Instead, Marist stayed within striking 
distance until the second one was tied 20-20. A few 
errors by the Broncs cost them, as they lost 25-21.

The third set was even closer towards the end with 
both teams trading leads throughout. But with the 
Broncs up 24-22, Marist came back with a small run 
that gave it the 27-25 win. Marist won the fourth set 
25-19 to secure the match win.

The Broncs then went up against Siena (5-14, 4-5 
MAAC) where Siena won the first two sets in very 
close fashion. 

From that point onwards, the Broncs’ herculean 
comeback started. From the start of  the third set, 
Rider had the lead and did not surrender as the 
Broncs won their first set of  the match.

After that, the Broncs and the Saints were tied early 
in the fourth, 4-4, but a service ace by the Broncs 
jumpstarted the team’s next big run. The visiting 
Broncs’ lead increased as Siena could not get back. 
Rider won the fourth set 25-14 and tied the match 
2-2.

The fourth set was a result of  the Broncs tak-
ing advantage of  all the mistakes Siena was making. 
The Saints made a game-high seven errors, while the 
Broncs had their most effecient set, having a team 
attack percentage of  .385.

The fifth and final one was another nail-biter. Even 
though Siena did not have the lead once in the final 
set, the Saints were typically within two points of  
Rider’s lead. Siena eventually tied it 14-14 until a kill 
by senior outside hitter Ryan Ackermann and a Siena 
service error gave the Broncs the 16-14 set win and 
match win.

Sophomore right-side hitter Hailey Riede finished 
the match with a team-high 18 kills and graduate 
middle hitter Briana Guzman had 11 kills and a team-
high attack percentage of  .361.

The win against Siena put Rider in sixth place 
in the MAAC standings for the second week in a 
row. Only the top six teams qualify for the MAAC 
Tournament and Rider is trying to qualify for the 
second year in a row. This year’s MAAC Tournament 
will be contested at Fairfield University next month.

Koval said that the road trip was hard on the team, 
which went 3-3 during that stretch. She said that the 
team learned a lot during the trip.

“Being on the road is always hard,” Koval said. 
“This weekend, I think we found that we just need 
to remain focused, and when you get off  that bus, 
you need to be ready to play. I feel as though we all 

learned that if  we just play as a unit, and 
avoid those small mistakes in critical 
moments, we will be in great shape for 
the rest of  the season.” 

Rider will play its next four games at 
Alumni Gym. The Broncs’ next game is 

against Manhattan on Oct. 15 
and then they face off  against 
Iona on Oct. 16. Koval said 
that the team is happy to 
finally be back home.

“Coming home will be 
so nice,” Koval said. “It 

feels like forever since we 
have been home. Also, the 

teams that we will be playing 
this weekend are both strong 

and have given us a run for 
our money and being able 

to get a win in front of  
our friends and family will 
mean so much.” 

five-time MAAC champion 
men’s swimming and diving team 
won its first meet of  the 2016-17 
season on Oct. 8 against a talented 

George Washington program. 
It was the 11th straight win in a 

dual meet for the men, who haven’t lost 
one since 2014. It hasn’t taken long for 
Rider to prove it will be a contender yet 

Sophomore Luke Musselman said 
the team worked harder than ever this 
offseason in order to reach that unprec-
edented sixth straight title. 

“We all trained really 
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Broncs in the 200m medley with a time 
of  1:55.86. 

Musselman said everyone on the 
team contributed to what he felt was an 
awesome win.

“We really swam well as a whole, 
despite some of  our best athletes 
being out due to injury or illness,” he 
said. “Throughout the meet, we all 
motivated each other to keep pushing 
harder. We knew it would be a tough 

meet, and we 

In the 200m medley relay, Carey, 
senior Zach Mabin and junior Zack 
Molloy had second-place finishes. 

Despite the loss, the women also 
showed a lot of  positives. 

Junior Julianna Runk was 
Rider’s leading scorer, 
earn-
ing 14 
team 
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meet. The Colonials 
came into the meet 

ranked No. 34 

S W I M M I N G  A N D  D I V I N G

Swimming success continuing through 2016

After that, the Broncs and the Saints were tied early 
in the fourth, 4-4, but a service ace by the Broncs 
jumpstarted the team’s next big run. The visiting 
Broncs’ lead increased as Siena could not get back. 
Rider won the fourth set 25-14 and tied the match 

The fourth set was a result of  the Broncs tak-
ing advantage of  all the mistakes Siena was making. 
The Saints made a game-high seven errors, while the 
Broncs had their most effecient set, having a team 

The fifth and final one was another nail-biter. Even 
though Siena did not have the lead once in the final 
set, the Saints were typically within two points of  
Rider’s lead. Siena eventually tied it 14-14 until a kill 
by senior outside hitter Ryan Ackermann and a Siena 
service error gave the Broncs the 16-14 set win and 

Sophomore right-side hitter Hailey Riede finished 
the match with a team-high 18 kills and graduate 
middle hitter Briana Guzman had 11 kills and a team-

The win against Siena put Rider in sixth place 
in the MAAC standings for the second week in a 
row. Only the top six teams qualify for the MAAC 
Tournament and Rider is trying to qualify for the 
second year in a row. This year’s MAAC Tournament 
will be contested at Fairfield University next month.

Koval said that the road trip was hard on the team, 
which went 3-3 during that stretch. She said that the 

“Being on the road is always hard,” Koval said. 
“This weekend, I think we found that we just need 
to remain focused, and when you get off  that bus, 
you need to be ready to play. I feel as though we all 

learned that if  we just play as a unit, and 
avoid those small mistakes in critical 
moments, we will be in great shape for 
the rest of  the season.” 

Rider will play its next four games at 
Alumni Gym. The Broncs’ next game is 

against Manhattan on Oct. 15 
and then they face off  against 
Iona on Oct. 16. Koval said 
that the team is happy to 
finally be back home.

“Coming home will be 
so nice,” Koval said. “It 

feels like forever since we 
have been home. Also, the 

teams that we will be playing 
this weekend are both strong 

and have given us a run for 
our money and being able 

to get a win in front of  
our friends and family will 
mean so much.” 

Senior Matthan Martir is part of Rider’s 400m relay team that has been highly successful in recent years. It contributed to a win at George Washington.

Junior Veronica Koval had 37 
assists in a win against Siena.
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