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RISING RAPPER TAKES SPOTLIGHT
Students anticipate spectacular performance from 
rapper Travis Scott. page 6

TIME TO VOTE
Students abroad should make sure they do what 
they can to have their voices heard. page 8

OVERCOMING TREMENDOUS ODDS
Freshman tennis player overcomes cancer to play 
Division I sport. page 12

Clery numbers steady with regional trend
2015 Clery report data shows Lawrenceville rape numbers are up from previous years

By Alexis Schulz

THE annual security and fire safety report, the Clery report, 
in 2015 showed a heightened number of  rapes on campus, 
consistent with the regional trend.

Five rapes were reported on the Lawrenceville campus 
in 2015, with an additional rape report being unfounded. This is 
an increase from 2014 when zero rapes were reported and 2013 
when two rapes were tallied. Debbie Stasolla, associate vice presi-
dent for planning, said these statistics could be because of  new 
students entering the community and that people are increasingly 
willing to stand up and say something. 

“The population will fluctuate from year to year,” she said. 
“Also, people have more knowledge now and feel more comfort-
able with reporting.”

Vickie Weaver, director of  public safety, said public safety is 
always looking to educate the community on university standards 
and when they notice a crime is happening, officers do their best 
to educate the surrounding area.

“We have this shared responsibility,” she said. “See something, 
say something. We look at the different crimes that are happening 
in a particular area and we educate that building and enforce the 
shared responsibility through team collaboration.”

As for the report, Lawrenceville liquor law violations totaled 
to 184 in 2015, up from 178 in 2014 but down from 219 in 2013. 
Drug arrests were slightly higher from last year, up 24 from 19 in 
2014 and 23 in 2013. Domestic violence reports were three total, 
lower than 2014, which had five, but one more than 2013, which 
reported two instances.

On the Princeton campus, reported 
incidents continue to be far fewer than 
Lawrenceville’s. There were zero sex 

By James Shepherd

RIDER’S first Fall 2016 Rebovich Institute event 
on Thursday, Sept. 29, featured possible 
Gubernatorial Candidate Jack Ciattarelli. 

Benjamin Dworkin, the director of  the 
Rebovich Institute, started off  the ceremonies with 
a brief  prelude, introducing the Rebovich Institute’s 
goals of  “raising the level of  political discourse,” and 
“training the next generation of  political leaders.” 

Ciattarelli took to the lectern following this brief  
introduction, which included remarks by Rider senior 
and public relations major Deborah McFetridge. 

Ciattarelli was quick to compliment those who 
introduced him before launching into a speech of  his 
own, going as far as to say, “Even if  I wasn’t running 
for public office, I’d still come here to speak with 
Rebovich.” 

Beyond this, Ciattarelli didn’t simply stand behind 
the lectern and speak; instead, he moved slowly 
around the room and only paused to pose questions to 
students who sat in the audience. 

Ciattarelli spoke of  his position in the 16th legisla-
tive district of  New Jersey and primarily of  why he 
enjoys working within it. 

“My district spreads through four counties,” he 
said. “It has some of  the most rural sections out in 
Delaware Township and some of  the most urban areas 
in South Brunswick, and it has every ethnicity, every 
religion and everyone along the political spectrum. 
And I love it. I love it because when I’m in Princeton, 
I’m a country-club Republican, and when I’m in 
Hunterdon County, I’m a bleeding-heart Liberal.” 

He spoke of  his coming candidacy in the 
Gubernatorial elections. To this end, he spoke mainly 
of  what he would do in the event of  his election.

He pointed out his primary five-point plan created 
to bring New Jersey out of  the slump that it has been 
in for the past few years, according to Ciattarelli.

The first issue he tackled was public school funding. 
He spoke of  the $15 billion collected yearly, $10 bil-
lion of  which goes to K-12 schooling. Ciattarelli didn’t 
want to place blame; instead, he offered an example. 
“When an $850 thousand home in Jersey City pays 
less in property tax than a $300 thousand home in 
Manville, New Jersey, we have a problem.”

He said his plans would inspire, if  not require, 
bipartisan support to be successful and influential.

His second point was benefits reform. He was in 
favor of  Chapter 78, a law passed in 2011 that made 
it so that public employees must contribute to their 
health insurance. He spoke out against the fact that 
there has been no reform surrounding the post-retire-
ment healthcare benefit. To deal with the discrepan-
cies within Medicare and other such functions, he 
proposed the abolishment of  the state tax at the state 
level in order to opt for a state tax at the federal level. 

Then he spoke of  tax reform, and pushed for the 
concept of  there not being a tax on the gain of  a 
house, no matter if  it’s the first house you buy or the 
second. He was even in support of  abolishing the 
transfer inheritance tax. 

“We should not tax the 
gain on the sale of  your 
home. A home is not a stock 
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NJ Politician discusses taxation ahead of state election
The symbols represent the number of reports of rapes and domestic violence on these campuses. 

Gubernatorial Candidate, Jack Ciattarelli, discusses his upcoming 
election plans at the first Fall 2016 Rebovich Institue event. 
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Caught weed-handed
Paraphernalia problems. On Sept. 26 at 6:12 p.m., 

Public Safety was dispatched to Ziegler Residence 
Hall because of an odor of suspected marijuana. 
Upon arrival, officers identified the room where the 
odor was coming from and questioned the room 
occupant. Permission to search the room was granted 
and officers discovered a drawstring bag containing 
marijuana and drug paraphernalia. Lawrence Police 
was notified and the student is currently being charged 
with unauthorized possession and/or use of harmful 
and/or illegal substances and the possession of drug 
paraphernalia intended for use with illegal drugs.

Dumpster Dilemma
Pretty sure bug spray would suffice. On Sept. 27 at 

2:29 p.m., Public Safety responded to the report of a 
fire near a dumpster behind the Bart Luedeke Center. 
Upon arrival, officers met with a staff member who 
claimed the fire was started by another staff member 
who wanted to create smoke to keep the bees away. 
The fire was quickly extinguished and the staff mem-
ber was informed to refrain from setting cardboard 
on fire in the future.

Rider Goes Dark
Get your flashlights ready. On Oct. 2 at 9:16 a.m., 

Public Safety became aware of a campus-wide power 
outage. Officers received phone calls from students 
who reported hearing a loud noise coming from 
the West side of campus. Buildings on the East side 
of campus then began to lose power. Facilities was 
notified and officers checked the buildings with local 
authorities to find a source of the problem. Public 
Safety eventually determined that there was an issue 
off campus and the electric company was working 
to resolve it. Shortly after noon, the power was fully 
restored.

— Information provided by Director of Public Safety 
Vickie Weaver

Making college fees more transparent
By Alexis Schulz

A STUDENT takes an independent 
study to obtain a certification and 
gets charged with a $90 course 
fee. He isn’t using the college’s 

equipment or resources and says the 
additional cost is unjustified, but the 
institution denies him his certification 
until he pays up.

This incident is what caused Senator 
Shirley Turner, NJ-19, and former 
Rider employee, to sponsor a bill that 
would make New Jersey public institu-
tions become more transparent when 
charging fees to students. Turner said 
her primary concern is to stop “back-
door increases in higher education.”

“If  you’re going to increase, let the 
public as well as the students become 
aware of  it and don’t play games about 
not raising tuition but making up the 
difference in fees,” she said. “It all 
comes to the bottom line: The state 

wins and their families are paying more 
and, in many cases, they’re all going 
into deeper debt.”

Turner testified for her bill 
before the Senate Higher Education 
Committee on Sept. 29 in Trenton. 
The bill would place a policy statewide 
on higher education institutions and 
specify the costs of  fees above the base-
line instructional course costs; require 
documentation for course-related fees; 
require a procedure for bringing fees to 
a board for approval; and constitute a 
time period for approving fees.

At the committee meeting, Senator 
Robert Singer, NJ-30, praised Turner 
for sponsoring the bill and said that he 
believed if  New Jersey could increase 
the number of  students that are out of  
state, it could offset in state student’s 
tuition costs.

“The cost of  education in our public 
institutions in New Jersey is similar 

to other states — take out room and 
board to what the actual cost is — 
we’re in line with a lot of  other states,” 
he said. “The problem here that you’re 
talking about is a nationwide problem. 
It’s not just New Jersey. The problem 
is that in other states, which we hope 
to gain, they have a certain percentage 
of  out-of-state students that pay tuition 
that helps offset some of  the costs for 
instate students.”

 Rider’s website gives the costs of  
fees associated with academics such as 
student expenses — activities fees, tech-
nology fees, distance learning fees and 
student teaching fees. It also lines out 
some fees associated with certain dis-
ciplines such as applied music — one-
hour session fees, 30-minute session 
fees. There are also student orientation 
fees and miscellaneous fees explained 
on the website. This bill would not 
impact Rider specifically because the 

bill targets public institutions and 
course-related fees, which Rider does 
not charge, according to Kristine 
Brown, Rider University spokeswoman.

Turner explained that managing fees 
and making them more transparent to 
students will help lower their debts and 
allow them to live better lives.

“Mandatory fees are comprised of  
a significant portion of  student higher 
education costs and many times I have 
found that rather than showing a one 
or two percent increase in tuition, they 
will begin to assess fees to make up 
for that revenue,” she said. “It’s a lot 
like what we do here in the state of  
New Jersey to say we’re not increasing 
taxes, but we tack on fees on the lower 
income people.” 

Candidate talks ‘about people, not power’ at Rebovich event
CONT’D FROM P. 1

or a bond. It is your home,” he said. 
Ciattrelli also supports family run “mom-and-pop” businesses, with the long-term 

goal of  inspiring entrepreneurship in New Jersey.
His final points were simple: better communication between state leadership and 

our representatives in Congress and the Senate, and creating a more efficient gov-
ernment. Indeed, Ciattarelli cited the twenty-year-old equipment at most, if  not all, 
motor vehicle agencies throughout the state. But beyond that, he simply stated, “We 
need to reinvent our government.” 

He left the podium with a few inspirational words: “I’m about people, not 
power,” he said. “None of  us are as smart as all of  us.” 

Jack Ciatarelli addresses the audience during his talk about the current issues in society. 
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Friday, Oct. 7

Unity Day
6:45 p.m. - 8:30 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center
To celebrate diversity, Rider will feature a voting 
rights rally and host a talk by Congresswoman Terri 
A. Sewell, who represents Alabama’s 7th Congressio-
nal District.

Friday, Oct. 7

International Film Series on 
Immigration
2 p.m., Fine Arts 110
Presented by the Department of  Languages, Literatures 
and Cultures, the series will feature four films: Welcome; 
The Golden Dream; Finding Mr. Right; and Guten Tag, Ramón

Friday, Oct. 7

Fall Concert
8 p.m., Student Recreation Center
Artist Travis Scott will preform songs from his hit 
album Birds in the Trap Sing McKnight.

Saturday, Oct. 8

Kemp Church Music Symposium: A 
Lifetime of Singing
9 a.m - 4 p.m., Westminster Choir College
Including lectures, a reading session and a hymn song, 
Westminster’s annual Kemp Church Music Sympo-
sium will recruit singers for its church choir.

Sunday, Oct. 9

Westminster Faculty Recital: My 
Twentieth Century
3 p.m., Bristol Chapel
Pianist William Hobbs will preform songs from the 
20th century.

Tuesday, Oct. 11

How to Select a Major
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., North Academic Building
Students will have the opportunity to find an appro-
priate major for their career plans. 

‘‘We should not tax the gain on the sale of  your 
home. A home is not a stock or a bond. It is your 
home. 
     JACK CIATTARELLI

By Lauren Lavelle
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Clery report ‘takes a village’: 2015 campus crime tallies
CONT’D FROM P. 1

Red and Blue shape up Rider’s cranberry and white
By Lauren Lavelle

WITH the highly controversial 
election right around the cor-
ner, students took the oppor-
tunity to make their voices 

heard by reinstating two clubs that 
had long been forgotten: the College 
Republicans and the College Democrats. 

“The club existed for many, many 
years before dissipating about 4 years 
ago. The leadership graduated and no 
one took the helm,” said sophomore 
marketing major and president of  the 
College Republicans Alex Solomon. “In 
March, I had the idea to refound the 
club, and in April, we became officially 
chartered with the College Republican 
National Committee as well as the New 
Jersey College Republican Federation.”

Senior American studies major and 
president of  the College Democrats, 
Ruth DelPino, had a similar path to 
her organization’s revival and hopes 
her efforts for reinstatement inspire 
students to make a difference. 

“I decided that it was time,” said 
DelPino. “I kept thinking about how 
to get people involved with politics. It’s 
not a scary concept filled with corrup-
tion; it’s a place to light a candle if  you 
feel we are in dark times.”

Both clubs have the same set goal 
in mind: educate the students of  Rider 
University on the happenings of  the 
political world while also keeping in 
mind the values and opinions of  their 
designated political parties. 

“We want to educate the general 
population of  Rider about what it 
means to be a democrat; to illustrate 
the need for action, implementation 
and advocacy,” said DelPino. “Without 
all three, we cannot fully adhere to the 
platform of  the party.”

Solomon is also trying to push his 
organization in the same direction.

“Our purpose is to promote 

conservatism on campus and give 
students a place to express themselves 
and be with like-minded people,” 
said Solomon. “We want to help 
Republicans win local, statewide and 
national elections and to have fun while 
doing so.”

Sophomore accounting major and 
College Republican Club member 
Lauren Beck appreciates the effort the 
organizations have put into provid-
ing students with a political outlet on 

campus.
“I think these clubs can open the 

eyes of  students,” said Beck. “We have 
our opinions and our voices should be 
heard. All of  us are fed up with political 
corruption and the media distorting the 
truth. This club helps us feel like we are 
not alone and can make a difference.”

As for the upcoming election, the 
College Republicans plan on ventur-
ing into the community to advocate for 
their party.

“We’re going door knocking in 
Pennsylvania the weekend before the 
election, and we’re doing an event for 
Congressman Chris Smith’s reelection 
campaign on Oct. 16,” said Solomon. 

The College Democrats are cur-
rently educating their members on 
what it means to be a Democrat, and 
DelPino hopes their newfound knowl-
edge will assist them with the election. 

 “I want people to be angry; to be 
passionate about what affects them,” 
said DelPino. “If  we want things to 
change, we have to be part of  the pro-
cess, whether it is just voting, or decid-
ing to be a politician or advocate. Just 
buy in to the fact that a person is never 
helpless, and there is always a way to 
break the mold while being constructive 
and respectful.”

While both groups foster opposite 
views of  the political spectrum, their 
passion for their causes are very much 
on the same level, adding an element of  
harmony to Rider’s community. 

“It’s important to me because we 
are giving a voice to a minority group,” 
said Solomon. “Alone, we may not be 
able to be heard, but as a united group, 
our voice matters. I hear too often 
about colleges repressing conservatism, 
whether it be student groups, faculty or 
the ideas themselves. Fortunately, we 
don’t have that problem here at Rider.”

The College Democrats and Republicans 
encourage new membership and urge students 
to attend their debate on Oct. 27 at 8 p.m. in 
the Bart Luedeke theater. 

News

offenses in 2015, eight liquor law violations and one drug arrest. Stasolla said the 
reason for the decrease in statistics for the Princeton campus is purely because of  
population size.

“The population is much smaller, there is less interaction,” she said. “The dif-
ference in size is that the greater the size of  the residential population, the more 
interactions you will have.”

When looking regionally, Rider’s rape statistics were similar to those of  
Princeton, six, and TCNJ, six, while Seton Hall was an outlier with zero reported. 
Princeton had less liquor violations, totaling to 54, while TCNJ had 298. Princeton 
and TCNJ had lower rape statistics in 2014 while Seton Hall continued to have zero 
reported. Stasolla said the statistics between campuses regionally are not signifi-
cantly different. 

“The difference is the individuals who are responsible for enforcement,” she said.
The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of  Campus Security Police and Campus Crime 

Statistics Act (Clery report) requires colleges and university campuses to disclose 
information regarding crime statistics on or near campuses annually. The law was 
named for Jeanne Clery, a Lehigh University freshman, who was raped and mur-
dered in her dorm room in 1986. The act is monitored and a college or university 
who fails to comply can be faced with $35,000 in fines. 

According to Weaver, not all instances that occur on campus are Clery report-
able. Once an incident occurs, there is an incident report, an investigation follows 
and it usually gets sent to the Office of  Community Standards for review. The uni-
versity keeps statistics on all crimes that occur on campus that are Clery reportable 
so they can produce this report annually. The university, in compliance with Clery, 
also seeks out police reports to see if  there are any incidents that they do not know 
about. 

Stasolla said that to maintain the campus’s shared responsibility, everyone must 
work together.

“It takes a village. Student affairs, residence life, local law enforcement, we all 
work together,” she said.

Clery Report numbers are as follows:

2013 2014 2015

Princeton University Seton Hall University

Liqour Law Violations

Rider University,
Lawrenceville campus TCNJ

 10 occurences=
 1 occurence=

219
178 184

110
85 73

1

This chart depicts the number of Liquor Law Violations from 2013-2015 at Princeton University, Rider 
University, Seton Hall University and The College of New Jersey. 

The College Democrats and Republicans at Rider University are working to establish a stronger political 
voice on campus and within various student communities. 
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UNITY DAY  
VOTING RIGHTS RALLY 

FEATURING: 

CONGRESSWOMAN  
TERRI SEWELL (AL-7)
Champion of voting rights and author of  
Congressional Gold Medal Bill

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
609-896-5000 ext. 7294 
mca@rider.edu

Wednesday, Oct. 5 
6:45 p.m. • BLC Theater

JOIN US!

In collaboration: The O�ce of Multicultural A�airs, The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics, Student 
Government Association, Bonner Scholars, Leadership Development Program and Residence Life

CONGRESSWOMAN  
BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN (NJ-12)
Long-time and influential advocate for the  
people of New Jersey — serving the  
12th Congressional District

#RIDERVOTES

(This is a non-partisan event.)
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Arts&Entertainment
Junior wows crowd with original raps, wins The R Factor
By Adam Rivera

ORIGINALITY proved to be the 
deciding factor in crowning the 
winner of  The R Factor Season 
VII on Friday, Sept. 30. Junior 

health crisis management major Chris 
Patrick took home the title and stole the 
show by adding fresh verses to popular 
songs, as well as originals.

Before the competition began, senior 
public relations major Kevin Grunder 
and freshman English major Jacklyn 
Palmer came onstage, reprising their 
roles as hosts from the auditions.

The hosts explained that the compe-
tition would be broken into two rounds. 
Each of  the seven finalists would 
perform one song, after which voting 
would commence to select the final two 
contestants. However, the audience 
members would also get to vote via 
text, allowing the spectators a voice in 
the decision process.

Similar to the auditions, Rider’s 
Assistant Director of  Campus Life 
Nick Barbati and former X Factor 
participants Trace Kennedy and Dani 
Knights served as judges. 

After the hosts explained the logis-
tics, the competition was set to begin.

For the first round, Patrick per-
formed his own version of  “All of  the 
Lights” by Kanye West, with verses he 
wrote himself. Patrick proved him-
self  an expert performer, delaying his 
appearance on stage while having 2014 
R Factor winner Milika Griffith sing 
Rihanna’s verse of  the original song.

Once the excitement reached its 
peak, Patrick burst through the cur-
tains, rapping about how Rider should 
cut its tuition — a line that was met 
with approval from the crowd. 

Once finished his routine, Patrick 
received a standing ovation from the 
audience.

Barbati, Patrick’s mentor during 
the weeks leading up to the finals, 

was incredibly proud of  Patrick and 
feels the crowd’s strong reaction was a 
response to Patrick’s willingness to take 
risks and be himself  on stage.

“I have been so honored over the 
years to work with some of  the most 
genuine, passionate students to par-
ticipate in this program,” said Barbati. 
“While the other mentors seem to 
focus on the technicalities of  singing, I 
really look to highlight my performers’ 
strengths and find ways to showcase 
their personalities in a way that con-
nects with the audience in a meaningful 
way.”  

After the first round concluded 
and the votes were cast, Palmer and 
Grunder announced a new addition to 
The R Factor — a duet performed by 
all members of  each mentor’s team. 
Since sophomore arts administration 
major Kalif  Jones and Patrick were 
both on Team Nick, they performed 
together. Patrick and Jones wrote their 

own verses for their original song, “One 
Man Could Change the World.” 

 “I wish I could honestly perform 
‘One Man Could Change the World’ 
again with Kalif,” Patrick said. ‘It was 
one of  the coolest moments of  the 
night for me.”

Although the duets gave all the con-
testants another chance to show their 
abilities, only two could return to the 
stage for the finals. Palmer announced 
that the first finalist was Patrick, the 
second being Jones.

As Barbati realized that both mem-
bers of  his team were advancing to the 
final round, his excitement was visible. 
Jones, Patrick and Barbati hugged in a 
rush of  joy and relief.

Patrick attributes his and Jones 
advancement to the finals to Barbati’s 
assistance.

 “Initially, I was not even sure if  
[Barbati] would be a great coach 
for me. I was wrong,” Patrick said. 

“[Barbati] did everything to help me 
execute not only great songs but very 
creative ones, in my opinion.”

Jones began the second round, fol-
lowing Patrick’s example by playing 
to the crowd, lifting the mic from the 
stand, and folding the stand while shak-
ing his head dismissively. 

Once he finished, the only thing left 
was for Patrick to take the stage. Patrick 
referenced the fact that he had per-
formed many original works during the 
competition.

“I’m glad I made it to the finals so 
you guys have the chance to hear this 
song,” he said.

In contrast to his earlier energy, 
Patrick was much calmer and sang a 
personal song, “You can Always Come 
Home,” about how his loving mother 
waiting for him at home gives Patrick 
the strength to keep moving forward.

Upon hearing the news that he 
had won The R Factor, Patrick was 
overwhelmed.

“The R Factor experience as a 
whole was one I’ll never forget,” said 
Patrick. “When I was younger I had 
never actually thought I’d be doing 
something like this. I thought I’d be 
playing basketball. Now I’m rapping 
and running track at Rider and I’m lov-
ing every moment of  it.”

Barbati was pleased with the event 
as a whole, and feels Patrick’s win was 
well earned.

“This was, without question, the 
greatest R Factor series so far,” said 
Barbati. “Chris Patrick is a winner that 
represents the true musical artistry that 
exists on Rider’s campus and, in many 
ways, he has ushered in a new era of  
performances at Rider University.”

Chris Patrick performing at The R Factor Finals on Friday, Sept. 30. Patrick won the competition after 
performing an array of original songs.
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Tuesday,  
October 11 &  
Wednesday,  
October 12 

 
7:00 P.M. 

Sweigart Room 115 
 

http://www.rider.edu/about-rider/
sustainability-rider/projects-and-events/

green-film-series 

Brief Discussion   
Following the Film 

Presentation 

This Changes 
Everything 

 
Unlike many works about the climate crisis, this is not 

a film that tries to scare the audience into action: it 
aims to empower. Provocative, compelling, and 

accessible to even the most climate-fatigued 
viewers, This Changes Everything will leave you 

refreshed and inspired, reflecting on the ties between 
us, the kind of lives we really want, and why the 
climate crisis is at the center of it all. Will this film 

change everything? Absolutely not. But you could, by 
answering its call to action. 

Jan Friedan Krupnick is searching
for students to serve on the

Dalys Food Committee.
For more information on Dalys, visit

rider.campusdish.com

Friday, Oct 7th: Name The Bronc
campaign announcement 

Cranberry King & Queen
nominations due TODAY, Oct. 5

Any questions or ideas, contact sga@rider.edu or
President Ryan Hopely, hopelyr@rider.edu

Thursday, Oct. 13: 11:30 am: Open Forum
with President Greg Dell’Omo

in the Yvonne Theater

Tuesday, Oct. 11th:  Julie Karns
is doing a presentation on the

university’s finances
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By Emily Klingman

WHEN comedian Godfrey took the stage 
in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater, 
he didn’t hold back from basking in his 
entrance applause.

“Don’t be lazy motherf---ers,” he said.
Godfrey started out the night by asking ques-

tions about life at Rider and comparing it to his 
time at the University of  Illinois as a pre-med 
psychology student. He joked about the woes of  
college students all across the country. He cov-
ered topics from the small, shared-living spaces 
of  dorms to skipping classes and getting along 
with professors. 

“I was the only brother in every class...kind of  
hard to be absent,” Godfrey said. 

He also talked about other hot college-student 
topics like the athletic teams on campuses. In 
interacting with the audience, Godfrey was able 
to joke and comment on issues personal to Rider 
students. Through crowd participation, he was 
able to tailor his jokes especially to the crowd — 
like when he learned a popular major at Rider is 
accounting and the basketball team is a fan favor-
ite. He then asked if  the team was any good.

“You guys decent?” he asked before answer-
ing himself. “No, because you’re known for 
accounting.”

Throughout his show, Godfrey constantly 
brought diversity into every topic he had, and, as 
he mentioned, for good reason.

He was always quick to point out any and all 
black achievements in today’s society and in the 
past. Quite a few times, if  he sensed the crowd 
didn’t believe him, he’d tell people to take out 
their phones and look it up. He talked about 
how black people invented stoplights, gas masks, 

pace makers and cardiac surgery. Black culture is 
everywhere, he told the crowd. His proof ? 

“You never see brothers in the car playing 
bagpipes,” he said. 

One aspect of  Godfrey’s performance every-
one enjoyed was how real and authentic his show 
was. He was constantly laughing at his own jokes 
and audience reactions. At some points, he would 
go off  on tangents based off  his own observations 
of  the crowd and their reactions to his jokes. At 
one point, he started another tangent and said 
to the crowd, “I don’t know why I’m telling you 
this.” It made the theater seem like it was a giant 

group of  friends hanging out together and having 
fun.

Overall, Godfrey’s comedy was a hit with the 
whole theater. Students enjoyed his realness and 
the authenticity laced with his humor. Godfrey 
made it easy for everyone to laugh at themselves.

Students reeled in to help professor with Centenial Lake study
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Comedian Godfrey performing a portion of his stand-up show on the FX show Louis CK. He has also been a guest on 30 Rock and 
had a role in the 2001 film Zoolander.

By Emily Klingman

ANYONE notice some students fishing, despite the explicit signs saying not to? 
Don’t worry — they’re allowed to. Working alongside Kathleen Browne, profes-
sor of  geological, environmental and marine sciences, a group of  students 
have been helping her study Centennial Lake’s ecosystem. 

One student, senior political science major Mickey Bagnato, became 
involved in the project when he got caught fishing in the lake. 
It was after the encounter that Bagnato reached out to Browne 
and expressed interest in helping out.

“There’s a woman who walks around campus and she kind 
of  gave me a hard time,” Bagnato said. “I wasn’t supposed to be 
fishing, which was kind of  frustrating. I like fishing, and I could 
see fish in the water. I reached out to Dr. Browne; I emailed her 
and said, ‘Hey, can I fish? I’ll collect data if  you want, and we’ll come up 
with something.’” 

Browne was excited about Bagnato’s interest in the project, saying that she had 
been looking for ways to get students involved in collecting data.

“He said there was an improvement in the number of  fish, the size of  fish — 
which is a great observation,” said Browne. “Two years ago, we put some fish in 
because we had enough data to suggest the fish population was struggling. And 
we’ve been trying to figure out a way to monitor and collect data periodically to 
figure out how it’s doing.”

Bagnato’s interest in fishing stems from his enjoyment of  spending time outdoors 
and the triumphant feeling of  finally hooking a fish.

“I like to fish alone; it’s nice and quiet,” he 
said. “I like trying to outsmart the fish. They’re 
smarter than you’d think. And it’s just a thrill 
catching a fish — catching a big fish. It’s inde-
scribable really.” 

Browne said once the two of  them discussed 
the idea, Bagnato was anxious and excited to get started on the 
project and do something more than his recreational fishing. He started 
at the end of  August, and so far, he’s caught about a dozen fish. He said he hasn’t 
had too much trouble with the scientific aspects of  the project, either.

“Right now, I haven’t done anything too difficult; we’re just taking measurements, 
collecting data and stuff, which is pretty straightforward,” he said. “I’ve been col-
lecting scales; we do have plans to examine the scales under a microscope to age the 
fish. We’ve looked at them already but haven’t gotten much information off  that yet. 

And then actually writing up all my information in a scientific way — how a science 
report would be.” 

Browne explained, once Bagnato is able to hook a fish, he measures 
the length and weight and scrapes a scale from each fish. He pro-

vides the data to her and then from there they intend to age the 
fish accordingly.

“It’s not the most accurate way to age a 
fish, but it’s not a bad way and it’s the 

most humane,” explained Browne. 
“Besides a scale, the best way to do it is 
to take a bone out from the head, so that 

would be the end of  the fish.”
To prevent any future run-ins with passersby and 

security that might question Bagnato and other students 
fishing around the lake, Browne has worked with a university attor-

ney to ensure everything is properly arranged and security is informed. 
“They have the records and forms we’ve arranged for and the student’s 

name, so when security might bump into them, they’ll at least have their name on a 
list if  they don’t already know the student and they’re allowed to fish,” she said.

At the time of  the last lake restocking in 2014, there had been few 
numbers of  the largemouth bass, which are the top predators in the lake. 
In addition, what bass there had been were small in size 
for their age. There were also little numbers of  the 
fish that they eat, the bluegills. The idea was 
to restock both, so the bass would be 
back to a healthy population and 
the bluegills would be back at 
a continuously reproducing 
population. One of  the ques-
tions Browne wants answered 
about the bluegills now; “Is that 
population surviving and sustaining 
itself ?” As for the bass; “Is that population a 
reasonable number? And are the fish a better size 
given their age?”

“Unless we drown the lake and count everything, we won’t know 
for sure,” said Browne. “But [it’s] an easy way to engage the community members 
who want to fish anyway and to collect data that ensures a sort of  humane treatment 

of  the fish. So if  they’re fishing, they fish for a reason; collect data and we do the 
best we can to figure out how the population is doing.”

In addition to maintaining the lake’s ecosystem, both Bagnato and Browne want 
this study to dispel rumors the community may have about the lake’s condition. 

“I think by doing this I can really monitor what’s going on and say, 
‘Hey, where’d all the fish go? What’s going on?’” 

Bagnato said. “I just love fishing, and mak-
ing sure there’s a healthy fish population 
is in my best interest. Whatever I can do 

to make the fishing better, I’m going to 
jump on it. Plus, I get to fish.”

“I’ve heard some people say, ‘It’s a shame we can’t fish any-
more,’” said Browne. “For those that are unhappy about that, just know we’re doing 
that to try and be protective and discover the status of  the fish populations. We are 
doing what we can to keep that lake a reasonably balanced ecosystem and relatively 
healthy.”

By Jessica Hergert

THE fall concert is arguably the most antici-
pated event at Rider every year. With previous 
headliners like Big Sean, Magic! and We the 
Kings, the campus is buzzing about the Student 

Entertainment Council’s (SEC) choice for this year’s 
concert, Travis Scott, who will perform in the Student 
Recreation Center on Friday, Oct. 7, at 8 p.m.

With his new album, “Birds in the Trap Sing 
McKnight,” claiming the No. 1 spot on the Billboard 
200 list for the week of  Sept. 24, Travis Scott has 
become one of  the newest rising stars in the hip-hop 
community. 

A Houston native, 24-year-old Travis Scott has 
been gaining popularity at an unbelievable rate after 
signing with Epic Records in 2012 and with the 
release of  his album, “Rodeo,” in 2015 featuring the 
hit song, “Antidote.” He is sweeping the industry with 
seemingly endless energy and enthusiasm for his art. 

It is no wonder that with Scott’s rising fame, the 
SEC was more than thrilled to snag him for the fall 
concert. 

The process behind booking a name like Scott 
takes time, effort and organization. Nick Barbati, 
assistant director of  campus life and SEC adviser, said 
students working in the SEC are actually in charge of  
most of  the planning pertaining to the fall concert. 
Senior marketing major Rhiannon Karpiak and senior 
musical theater major Abi McCoy are two of  the main 
faces behind organizing the event.

According to Karpiak and McCoy, the process in 
selecting an artist begins in the spring semester by 
sending surveys to the entire Rider community. These 
surveys allow the SEC to see what genre of  music 
Rider students are listening to the most, which influ-
ences the decision behind the artist who performs at 
the fall concert. 

This process is a difficult one because “you can’t 
please everybody all the time,” according to McCoy. 

Once the SEC has received a majority vote from 

the survey, it works with an agent to find the artist that 
not only fits its needs and budget but, more impor-
tantly, to find someone that it feels will impress the 
Rider community. 

So, what can Rider students expect from the show? 
“From what I know about Travis Scott, he always 

puts on a good show,” McCoy said. “He is very much 
into the spectacle, and I think students will appreciate 
it even if  they don’t know him.” 

Scott, who calls himself  “La Flame,” is known for 
his edgy, unique performances.

“It’s Rider’s biggest event, everybody is going so 
you don’t want to miss out on it,” Karpiak said. 

With a big name like Scott, the SEC is anticipating 
big numbers. 

“We are expecting the same turn out as previous 
years,” said McCoy. “Or even more,” Karpiak added.

P R E V I E W

Houston rapper to bring the ‘spectacle’ for fall concert
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Travis Scott, performing in 2014 at the South Side Music Hall in Dallas (directly above). Scott will be promoting his newest album with a performance at Rider’s 
Student Recreation Center on Friday, Oct. 7 at 8 p.m.

Mickey Bagnato holding a largemouth bass he caught in Centenial Lake. He is catching fish to help collect data for Dr. 
Kathleen Browne’s study of the fish population in the lake.

R E V I E W

Comedian connects with students over relatability, diversity
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itself ?” As for the bass; “Is that population a 
reasonable number? And are the fish a better size 
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Browne explained, once Bagnato is able to hook a fish, he measures 
the length and weight and scrapes a scale from each fish. He pro

vides the data to her and then from there they intend to age the 
fish accordingly.

“It’s not the most accurate way to age a 
fish, but it’s not a bad way and it’s the 
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Crime totals up, 
raise in concern
MOST students who saw the 

email regarding Rider’s 
2015 Fire and Safety Report 

-
cation and swiped it away. What they 
don’t know is how those numbers in 
that report impact our campus cul-
ture, as well as help mold a national 
perspective on college safety that is 
far more relevant to us than Brad and 
Angelina’s divorce papers.

The results of  the 2015 Clery 
Report seem to tell a confusing and 
concerning story. Last year, Rider 
reported a total of  five rapes on 
campus, with one being unfounded. 
This is in complete contrast to the 
zero rapes the school reported in its 
2014 Clery Report. 

This shift in numbers tell us that, 
even though faculty and administra-
tors are trying their best to protect 
students, the policies in place might 
not be enough.

This university and its admin-
istrators certainly deserve praise 
and recognition for their work in 
trying to prevent sexual assault and 
rape at Rider. Before coming onto 
campus, freshmen are required to 
take ThinkLuv courses that educate 
students on sexual assault in social 
situations. Just weeks ago, signs that 
encouraged students to stop or speak 
up against sexual violence lined the 
campus pathways for all to see. Last 
year, Rider expelled a student for 
allegedly sexually assaulting a female 
student in his friend’s dorm.

However, in situations involving 
any kind of  violence or sexual abuse, 
that number going up by even one 
should be enough to force everyone 
to reevaluate what is being done to 
deter this deplorable behavior. But 
our number didn’t go up by one — 
it went up by five.

It is possible that perhaps Rider 
has created an environment where 
victims are finally comfortable 
enough to report rapes, a positive 
circumstance that has a negative 
impact on our numbers. 

Even if  this is the case, it still 
doesn’t take away from the fact that 
there were five reported rapes on 
this campus last year. It also doesn’t 
take from the possibility that there 
was a time where people weren’t 
comfortable reporting, and that 
previous numbers of  reported rapes 
can be inaccurate. And it certainly 
doesn’t take from the fact that five 
students became five victims. 

The scariest part of  this all is that 
our numbers are the same as other, 
larger schools in this area. Our 
number of  reported rapes is similar 
to Princeton’s, a university with over 
8,000 students. Rider has around 
4,100 undergraduate students. We 
have half  the students, but about the 
same amount of  reported rapes.

In addition, other schools layout 
their information regarding sexual 
assault very differently. Other uni-
versities, including Princeton, have 
all their past Clery reports avail-
able on their website. However, the 
reports from the past years at Rider 

cannot be found. 
Other schools also dedicate entire 

sections of  their websites to the issue 
of  sexual assault. Rider’s website, 
while containing some extremely 
valuable and important informa-
tion, has its sexual assault page as a 
subset of  the counseling services. It 
is vital to counsel victims after they 
have been assaulted and suffered. 
However, while Rider cares for pres-
ent victims of  rape, it should also be 
focused on preventing more students 
from becoming victims. 

When students move onto cam-
pus, one of  the first things they have 
to do is sign a small slip of  paper 
confirming that they understand the 
school’s alcohol policy. I know that 
alcohol violations are handled on a 
case-by-case basis, and that there are 
varying tiers of  violations that deter-
mine punishment. I also know that if  
a student is caught with marijuana, 
the police are immediately con-
tacted. However, that is not always 
what happens to students accused of  
rape or sexual assault.

Punishments often serve as deter-
rents. If  students understand the 
consequences of  their actions, they 
will be less likely to commit those 
actions. Rider does a great job at 
trying to make sexual assault less of  
a taboo subject, even if  it is on other 
campuses. But we need to take it fur-
ther and talk about the punishments 
as much as we talk about the actions 
that trigger them.

In addition, Rider should con-
sider rethinking the educational pro-
grams that the school has in place. 
ThinkLuv, while it has important 
information and walks users through 
interactive social situations, is not 
entirely realistic. Many students 
make jokes about the program. 
Sexual assault prevention is some-
thing that needs to be taken seri-
ously, not laughed about. While it is 
the student’s fault for not taking this 
seriously, some fault does lie with the 
program itself. Incoming students 
need education about sexual assault, 
how to tell what is consent, what 
to do if  it occurs and resources to 
utilize — but all of  this should be 
delivered through a medium that 
students can better relate to.

No matter what, in situations of  
sexual violence, there is only one 
person responsible — the assaulter 
or rapist. We, both as students and 
as young adults, should know when 
our actions are reprehensible. There 
is no excuse.

But maybe Rider’s administrators 
and staff  can re-evaluate the sexual 
education systems we have in place, 
simply to ensure that this increase 
doesn’t happen again. It doesn’t 
matter if  it happens to one student 
or five students — if  even one per-
son is sexually assaulted, that is one 
person too many. 
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Opinion

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

IN my semester abroad, I’ve been 
working hard to adjust to life in Italy 
and immerse myself  in the culture, 

that I’m missing a major election back in 
the U.S. — so that’s why I requested an 
absentee ballot. 

I can’t help but feel excited that I’m 
voting in my first major election and 
supporting a candidate whose poli-
cies represent my interests well. But 
just because this is a major milestone, 
it does not mean that everyone will 
participate. In the 2012 election, only 
45 percent of  18-24-year-old voters 
participated in the presidential election, 
according to the Census Bureau. 

Why isn’t our generation voting 
enough? Is it laziness, or perhaps low 
political efficacy? Why should any of  

these factors prevent us from voting? 
Registering is easy — you can do it 
at a city hall or at the Motor Vehicle 
Commission when you update your 
drivers’ license. Even if  you have a lack 
of  trust in the government or feel like 
your vote does not matter, what harm 
will casting a ballot do?

If  you live on campus and aren’t 
from Mercer County, I recommend 
requesting an absentee ballot. I signed 
up for an absentee ballot through the 
U.S. Vote Foundation, which can be 
found easily online. I filled out a form 
online, which automatically entered my 
information into the absentee ballot 
request 
form. 
All I 
had to 

JUNIOR SPEAKS

Cast your vote in a 
train, on a plane

SEE ABSENTEE VOTING,
 PAGE 9
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G R E E N  CO R N E R

Working with Rider to �ght climbing carbon count
THIS past month, a huge milestone set climate change precedents, threaten-

ing the future of  our planet. The global accumulation of  carbon dioxide 
in the atmosphere crossed the 400 parts per million (ppm) mark, and is not 
predicted to be coming back down for a sustained period of  time moving 

forward.
Studies indicate September is usually the time of  the year when there is the 

least carbon in the planet’s atmosphere, as storage is at a peak in trees and for-
est vegetation in our region. However, this year, natural cycles have been per-
manently made askew, primarily as a result of  human activities releasing this 
substance at alarming rates. The 400 ppm mark is matched by a trend of  record 
breaking time periods for heat. In fact, August 2016 was the sixteenth consecutive 
hottest month on record. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
reported that 2015 was the hottest year so far, and NASA claimed that 2016 is on 
track to beat these rankings.

Climate change is a global issue, with countless far-reaching impacts out of  
sight of  most of  our daily activities. But the key to ever finding a path towards a 
more sustainable future is to remember that every person’s individual actions fac-
tor into the larger issue at hand. While the total carbon in the atmosphere might 
be a concept too abstract to grasp, the amount of  emissions generated by our 
campus is a more tangible approach. 

Rider’s 2015 Greenhouse Gas Inventory reported our campus net emissions 
at 22,627 metric tons. The largest component of  this total comes from building 
operations, including purchased energy, at 65 percent of  our generated carbon. 
Consequently, this is the first sector to target in the push towards neutrality on 
campus. Projects are in place, like more efficient LED lighting in the Talbott 
Library and sensor lighting in North Hall, that help work towards the necessary 
changes. The Tri-Gen energy plant has contributed significantly in the reduction 
of  purchased electricity and a drop in CO2 emissions. The most salient area for 
improvement comes from student action towards energy reduction. Simple steps, 
such as ensuring lights are not left on or vampire energy is not consumed by 

electronics not in use, complement the facilities initiatives to bring down our total 
emissions. 

Another significant aspect of  our campus greenhouse gas emissions comes 
from personal cars, bringing in about 23 percent of  the total carbon emissions 
generated. With a large contingency of  the student body consisting of  commut-
ers, this is an area that can be difficult to target. While hybrid and electric car 
options may still be out of  range for a student budget, other measures can be 
taken to ensure that the drive to campus is efficient and less impactful. Some 
examples include finding another student along the route to carpool, keeping tires 
properly inflated, and avoiding idling. These steps also help keep money in your 
wallet, too, so a greener car could be in your future. 

Susan Russo, a sophomore English literature major, is one student who relies 
on her personal vehicle to get to campus, commuting to class from her home in 
Jackson. She said, “I am a commuter because of  two reasons: a lack of  money, 
and the quality of  the dorms here at Rider. I haven’t actually given the impact of  
my commuter status on the environment much thought.” However, learning more 
about issues like the recent 400 ppm discovery can help to connect these prob-
lems and inspire students to act. “It’s easy to recognize that there is a problem, 
but harder to realize that you are personally contributing to the problem in a 
major way, even if  it doesn’t seem like it,” says Russo. Thinking about individual 
carbon emissions is the first step towards making a change.

Rider is dedicated to making a change in the amount of  greenhouse gases we 
are releasing into the atmosphere, working towards the carbon neutrality goal 
of  2050 as a part of  the Carbon Commitment. This past year, campus initia-
tives have led to an 8.61 percent reduction in emissions. With combined efforts 
between the campus and our student body, we can make strides towards bigger 
reductions in carbon each year.

—Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep
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Opinion

TO the Rider University Board of  Trustees:
You may know about the grilling Wells 

Fargo CEO John Stumpf  received when he 
appeared before the Senate Banking Committee 

in September. The members of  the committee, both 
Democrats and Republicans, were incensed at illegal 
sales practices at the bank that led to employees 
creating as many as 2 million unwanted or fictitious 
customer bank and credit card accounts to meet cross-
selling goals. This activity cost customers at least $5 
million, which the bank has agreed to refund. The 
bank, with 6,000 retail branches, has fired 5,300 low 
level employees over a five year period, and has agreed 
to pay a $185 million fine.

How is this episode relevant to Rider’s Board 
of  Trustees? The members of  the Senate Banking 
Committee, and others in the financial community, 
made it clear that they thought the Wells Fargo Board, 
which had known about the bank’s cross-selling prob-
lems since 2013, should have taken action earlier to 

end these practices, punish senior-level executives for 
tolerating this activity and “claw back” or re-acquire 
bonuses paid to executives and managers for fraudu-
lently meeting sales goals. These actions were within 
its power. Because of  this criticism, the bank’s board is 
just now beginning to act.

At Rider, a situation has unfolded over many years 
that requires the attention and intervention of  the 
university’s board. Rider’s chapter of  the American 
Association of  University Professors — represent-
ing full- and part-time instructors, athletic staff  and 
librarians on both campuses — has received requests 
from the administration that will take the institution 
back to an earlier and undesirable point in its history, 
harm the educational program and instruction, and 
make far less likely the re-accreditation of  important 
programs. The very quality of  the institution and even 
its long-term viability are at stake, which makes this a 
vital matter for the board. 

These requests have been made in several 

consecutive bargaining cycles and annually for several 
years, and have been prompted by enrollment and 
fund-raising shortfalls over a long period of  time. 
With the very high quality of  our current instructional 
staff, excellent educational offerings, new programs, 
attractive and safe campus, and large alumni base, 
Rider University should not be in this position, and 
the board should not tolerate continued under-perfor-
mance in these crucial areas. 

The goals and tenor of  the administration and the 
concessions already made by faculty have caused some 
faculty members to seek employment elsewhere, and 
have made Rider far less attractive to the high quality 
candidates we seek to fill our open faculty positions.

—Gerald D. Klein, Ph.D.
Professor emeritus, Organizational Behavior and 

Management

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Prof: Board should speak against bargaining tactics

do was print it, sign it and mail it to my county clerk.
Voting is too important to miss. It gives us a chance not only to vote for a can-

didate who best represents us, but also to vote in favor of  the policies that affect 
us directly. And most of  those policies are made by our legislators. So make sure 
you research the policies of  your legislative district’s candidates for the House of  
Representatives this fall. 

In district 5, where I live, not many residents in my age group recognize 
that there is a hot competition between incumbent Scott Garrett (R), and Josh 

Gottheimer (D), who is a former speechwriter for Bill Clinton. When I voted in the 
primary, I made the mistake of  not reading into who else was on the ballot for state-
level elections. This time, I’m prepared to make the right choices for my political 
beliefs. 

Voting is one of  the many ways we have a voice in government affairs. So why 
not take advantage of  that? If  we don’t hear everyone’s voice in choosing our 
elected officials, that defeats the purpose of  living in a representative democracy. So 
whether you are “With Her,” trying to “Make America Great Again,” or even sup-
porting a third-party candidate, make sure you mail your ballot or get to your local 
polling location on Nov. 8. 

—Gianluca D’Elia
Junior journalism major
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Koch shines again despite overtime loss
By Brandon Scalea 

THE field hockey team was on a 
three-game winning streak head-
ing into its final non-conference 
game of  the season and had all the 

momentum it could need.
However, on Oct. 2, Rider (6-5) 

dropped that final game to Columbia 
after leading 3-1 in the second half. 
Penalty corners made the difference in 
the contest, as the Lions scored off  one 
in the 54th minute, and added another 
with three minutes left in regulation to 
tie. They then scored their third penalty 
corner goal of  the game eight minutes 
into overtime to win it, 4-3. 

Senior midfielder Kalyn O’Brien 
said the Broncs made some careless 
errors late in the contest that cost them 
the lead.

“We just made a lot of  fundamental 
mistakes that Columbia took advantage 
of,” she said. “We gave up 17 defensive 
corners which definitely hurt us in the 
end.”

The early part of  the game was a 
defensive battle. Graduate midfielder 
Leigh Maxwell-Smith got the Broncs 
on the board just 6:35 into the game for 
a 1-0 lead. Senior midfielder Carlota 
Alsina moved into the offensive zone 
with the ball and sent a perfect pass 
to the right side, to the stick of  Smith, 
who sent a low shot past Columbia’s 
goalie Kendall Kuntz. 

That lead stood for the rest of  the 
half, despite Columbia (6-4) holding a 
9-6 edge in shots. 

Just three minutes into the sec-
ond half, the Lions evened the score. 
Columbia’s Louisa Hollander took a 

turn-around shot from the right side 
and beat freshman goalie Grace Huff  
with a high shot. It was only the second 
goal Huff  allowed at that point in her 
career. 

Rider responded quickly. Coming 
off  another week of  recognition by the 
MAAC, freshman midfielder Daane 
Koch stayed hot offensively. She added 
two more goals, totaling her at eight for 
the season. 

Her first of  the game came unas-
sisted in the 41st minute. She dribbled 
right through the middle of  the defense 
and took a hard shot that beat the 
goalie high for a 2-1 lead. Eight min-
utes later, Koch added another thanks 

to a second assist from Alsina. 
However, in the 53rd minute, the 

wheels started to fall off  for the Broncs. 
Two successive penalty corners resulted 
in two late Columbia goals to send 
the game into sudden death, 7 vs. 7 
overtime. 

In the 78th minute of  play, Maeve 
Doherty, the same player who tied the 
game with three minutes left, slid one 
past Huff  for the game-winner. 

The Broncs were ultimately outshot 
17-12, and Huff  made six saves.

O’Brien said the loss won’t hurt the 
team’s confidence moving forward; it 
still played well. 

“We were up for most of  the game 

against Columbia, which shows we 
have the ability to win,” she said. “So 
that doesn’t change our momentum. 
We just need to keep working hard to 
fix the little mistakes and to stay strong 
during the final moments of  the game.”

Under Head Coach Lori Hussong, 
the Broncs have qualified for the four-
team conference playoff  in 16 con-
secutive years, with 12 of  those teams 
reaching the title game. They will look 
to continue their conference success 
this week. 

Rider will open MAAC play on Oct. 
7 on the road against Fairfield, before 
returning home to face Bryant at noon 
on Oct. 9. 

V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs back in MAAC conversation with victory
By Carlos Toro

THE volleyball team has put itself  back in the con-
ference playoff  conversation after defeating Saint 
Peter’s on Oct. 1 in the middle of  its six-game 
conference road trip. 

The Broncs (8-10, 2-4 MAAC) defeated the 
Peacocks in straight sets and have now won two out of  
their last three games. The Broncs are 2-2 in this road 
trip with two games remaining. 

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano said that this 
was an important win for the team and that it is tough 
playing on the road.

“We lost two conference matches that we had leads 
in and played well,” Feliciano said. “That’s where the 
home-court advantage of  those teams came in and we 
couldn’t finish. We’re still learning, but we’re grateful 
that we got this win.”

Before the win against Saint Peter’s, the Broncs 
traveled to Manhattan (5-14, 2-4 MAAC) on Sept. 28, 
where they got swept in a match where all three sets 
were decided by four points or less.

Trailing only 20-19 in the first set, the Jaspers went 
on a 5-2 run to win the set. Rider then lost the follow-
ing two sets by scores of  25-23 and 25-22. 

Senior middle hitter Kaitlyn Griffin had her 
1,000th kill in her career in this match and junior set-
ter Veronica Koval had 30 assists and 13 digs.

Against the Saint Peter’s Peacocks (0-10, 0-5 
MAAC) on Oct. 1, the Broncs used a 7-1 run in the 
middle of  the first set to catapult them to a 25-18 first-
set win.

The Broncs did not make a lot of  mistakes in the 
match, especially in the second and third sets. The 
team committed just four total errors in the closing 
two sets. Rider won set two soundly 25-13.

The third set also started swimmingly for the 
Broncs, leading 7-3. But the Peacocks eventually 
battled back to tie the set 9-9. Both teams proceeded 

to switch leads back and forth until the set was tied 
18-18.

After a couple of  attack errors committed by Saint 
Peter’s, Rider then went on a big run thanks to kills 
by senior outside hitter Ryan Ackermann, freshman 
middle blocker Evelyn Shanefield, and Koval to win 
the set 25-19 and complete the sweep.

Ackermann and sophomore right-side hitter Hailey 
Riede had big games against the Peacocks, finishing 
with 11 and 10 kills, respectively. Riede finished with 
an attack percentage of  .769, while Ackermann, who 
also had an attack percentage of  .364, now has 975 
career kills. Koval finished with 29 assists in the win.

Koval said the win against Saint Peter’s was neces-
sary for the team to stay in the top six. The Broncs 
still have two more games on this road trip before they 
play several consecutive games at Rider.

“I believe this win will give us some momentum for 
this coming weekend,” Koval said. “Marist and Siena 
are two teams that are going to take everything we 
have to beat them, but we have it in us. We just need 
to play as a unit.” 

Feliciano said the team needs to keep working on its 
consistency if  it hopes to have a chance at qualifying 
for the MAAC Tournament for the second consecutive 
year. 

“Every win is important, especially where we are,” 
Feliciano said. “When we do everything right in the 
gym, it can be frustrating when we don’t win. We want 
to get better in every match. It’s maintaining that level 
and getting better. Once we improve on one aspect of  
the game, it’s about maintaining that level, and not 
just having it go up and down.”

Rider will travel to Poughkeepsie, New York, on 
Oct. 8 when it faces Marist (5-11, 5-1 MAAC) and 
then finish its road trip against Siena on Oct. 9 (4-12, 
3-3 MAAC). After that road trip is finished, the team 
will play its next four games at Alumni Gym, starting 
on Oct. 15 against Manhattan (5-14, 2-14 MAAC)

Koval said that playing on the road requires the 
team to play with even more focus, but is confident 
that they can compete against anyone.

“Playing on the road means that we need to be 
focused from the second we step on the court to the 
last point of  the match,” Koval said. “The main focus 
for us is to play as a unit. We find that when we all 
play as a well-oiled machine, we are unbeatable.

Freshman midfielder Daane Koch, coming off MAAC Offensive Player of the Week recognition, scored two goals at Columbia. Her team lost in overtime, 3-2.

Junior Veronica Koval had 29 assists in the Broncs’ win on Oct. 1.
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M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Bourret, Otmani oust Niagara in home win
By Arianna Marino 

THE men’s soccer team added 
another win to its season after tak-
ing down Niagara on Oct. 1.

From the first whistle, Rider 
(6-2-1, 1-0-1 MAAC) maintained domi-
nance over the Purple Eagles. 

The Broncs had constant on-field 
superiority, affording the visitors little 
room to move the ball.  Throughout 
the first half  of  the game, Rider pres-
sured the Purple Eagles, generating 
many early scoring opportunities that 
were continuously stopped by Niagara 
goalkeeper Steve Casey. 

Despite frustration from the continu-
ous missed chances, Rider kept its con-
fidence and poise and continued to play 
the first half  in control, as the Broncs 
defended well. At halftime, Niagara 
only managed to get one shot on net. 

Junior forward Jose Aguinaga said 
the team was optimistic about its 
chances coming out of  halftime.

“We know what we are capable 
of,” he said. “That was the message 
[from Head Coach Charlie Inverso] at 
halftime, to keep doing what we were 
doing and be patient. We were com-
fortable in the fact that we would score 
eventually.”

 At the start of  the second half, it did 
not take long for Rider to break the ice. 
In the 53rd minute, Rider was finally 
able to sneak one in past the Niagara 
keeper. Freshman forward Clement 
Bourret delivered Rider’s first goal of  
the game assisted by Aguinaga.

Bourret said the team was able 
to stick to the game plan as its great 
chances were denied.

“We were definitely frustrated,” he 
said. “It wasn’t easy because Niagara 
had a good defensive block, but we 
were patient. We controlled the game.”

 With one goal already on the board, 
Rider didn’t let up offensively against 
Niagara. The majority of  the game was 
played in Niagara’s half  of  the field; 
however, the limited moments Niagara 
managed to be in Rider’s half  were met 
with defensive resistance.

  In the 67th minute, Rider 
responded again, as junior forward 
Elliott Otmani sent a ball straight into 
the net, assisted again by Aguinaga. 

Aguinaga said the team is happy 

with the win, but improvement is 
needed.

“I think we had a pretty good game 
overall, but we still need to put more 
of  our chances away because we’re not 
always going to have as many opportu-
nities in a game,” Aguinaga said.

 Otmani’s goal secured the win. As 
both teams battled the rest of  the game 
out, the efforts of  Niagara were no 
match for Rider’s defense, and Rider 
was the team that came out victorious. 

On Oct. 5, the Broncs will play a 
rematch of  the 2015 MAAC title game 
when they head to West Long Branch 
to face Monmouth. Rider won the last 

meeting, 3-2, to advance to the NCAA 
Tournament. 

The team returns home on Oct. 8 to 
play Siena at 1 p.m. 

Aguinaga said the team will have to 
be ready to play on both ends of  the 
field in order to leave Monmouth with 
a win.

“Monmouth is always a good team, 
but we know each other pretty well,” 
he said. “We just have to focus on all 
aspects of  the game because when 
teams are evenly matched like this, 
anything can happen.”

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Another shutout, another win for 1st-place Broncs
By Brandon Scalea

THE 2016 season has been a year of  firsts for the 
women’s soccer team. 

Rider (7-2-2, 4-0 MAAC) made program his-
tory on Oct. 1, shutting out Niagara on the road 

to start MAAC play 4-0 for the first time. For Head 
Coach Drayson Hounsome, it was his first career win 
at Niagara in nine seasons with the team. 

The Broncs, hungry for their second conference 
title in three years, are continuing to turn heads. 

Hounsome said the team’s accomplishments thus 
far are a result of  a lot of  dedication. 

“It is remarkable to be 4-0 and in first place,” he 
said. “Seeing both men’s and women’s soccer on top 
of  the table this year is a testament to all the hard 
work that has been put in by everybody involved in the 
athletics department. We’ve made the sport of  soccer 
a successful and popular product here at Rider.” 

Against the Purple Eagles (2-7-1, 1-3 MAAC), 
senior goalkeeper Bethany May-Howard made six 
saves en route to her fifth shutout of  the season. It 
was the 20th shutout of  her career, already a program 
record. She also earned MAAC Defensive Player of  
the Week for the fourth time this year. 

Junior forward Michelle Iacono scored the lone 
goal of  the game to secure Rider’s win. 

Hounsome said the team previously struggled at 
Niagara because of  the long travel. Until this season, 
the Broncs were the only team in the MAAC required 
to make the long drive mid-week, then play the next 
day. They would come out sluggish, and ultimately 
come up short. This year, the team enjoyed a weekend 
trip. 

“The duration and intensity of  each match, along 
with the limited substitution rules, means prolonged 
travel has a strong influence on the readiness to per-
form in soccer,” he said. “We have tried many differ-
ent ways to overcome this obstacle, and all have been 

unsuccessful previously. There is always a home-field 
advantage, but we were able to lessen it this year and 
perform the way we would play at Ben Cohen Field.”

In the first half, the home team controlled posses-
sion and momentum. Rider was outshot 9-5, but had 
the edge in penalty kicks. Howard kept the Broncs 
in the game early, with four first-half  saves. Niagara, 
despite the loss, would ultimately outshoot Rider 15-9. 

With only one shot on goal deep into the second 
half, the Broncs looked to get something going offen-
sively in the 70th minute. Freshman midfielder Valeria 
Pascuet sent a long pass to junior midfielder Ellie 
Smith, who found Iacono alone on the breakaway. 
Iacono drilled it past Niagara’s goalkeeper, Shania van 

Nuland, for the game-winner. 
Smith said the goal was a beautiful bit of  

ball-handling. 
“I played a through-ball to the left to Michelle, who 

made a brilliant run,” she said. “She stayed onside, 
took a couple of  touches and slotted the ball with her 
left foot in the right corner. It was a brilliant finish.” 

It was the second goal of  the year for Iacono, and 
the 10th of  her career. Smith now has 16 points on 
the season, ranking her second in the MAAC, behind 
only Michele Tremblay of  Siena. 

This season’s start is significantly better than 2014, 
when the team won the conference title. Even then, 
the team was just 2-1-1 in its first four MAAC games.

Smith said the Broncs have certainly taken time to 
appreciate what they’ve already done this year, but the 
ultimate goal is to win the conference. 

“It really means a lot to us to be 4-0 and to be 
the first team in our history to do that,” she said. 
“Breaking records is an awesome feeling as a team, 
and we just want to keep breaking them. It’s just a 
brilliant situation, we’ve worked so hard for this.” 

Rider will host second-place Monmouth on Oct. 5 
at 7 p.m. The Hawks are also unbeaten in conference 
play, with a 3-0 record. Last year’s meeting between 
the two teams resulted in a 2-1 Monmouth victory in 
West Long Branch. 

Hounsome said it is critical for his team to keep the 
momentum rolling in order to stay in first place. 

“Monmouth is three points behind us in the stand-
ings, so we know they will be doing everything possible 
to overtake us on Wednesday,” he said. “We will do 
whatever we can to stay ahead, looking to move six 
points clear and keep them in second place.” 

Goalkeeper Bethany May-Howard earned yet another shutout.
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Junior forward Elliot Otmani scored against Niagara to make it 2-0 in the second half. The Broncs won by that score for their first MAAC win of the season. 
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Rookie shows promise after cancer battle 
By Carlos Toro

A RIDER freshman found refuge from the problems that life served 
his way. 

Tennis player Griffin Clark found salvation on the tennis 
courts after a potentially fatal situation: cancer. 

Clark was diagnosed with eye cancer in high school and spent the 
vast majority of  his teen years not playing sports or hanging with his 
friends as much as he would have liked.

Instead, he was getting treated, having surgeries, and undergoing 
chemotherapy. Today, vision in one of  his eyes is still not 100 percent, 
but Clark has proven he can still compete.

The key to him getting through this difficult time was maintaining a 
positive mindset, which he said helped him tremendously. In the after-
math of  his diagnosis, Clark struggled in his tennis game, and it would 
take him time before he could rebound and improve.

“When I first got diagnosed and I had surgery, which cut off  vision 
in my eye for a while — about a year — it hurt my game a lot,” Clark 
said. “I kind of  took a few steps back, and it took me awhile to get 
acclimated and get used to the depth perception. It got worse for a 
while, but it took me awhile to get back, and I think I’ve gotten even 
better since then.”

His journey from high school champion in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
to Division I college tennis player was not an easy one, but Clark’s play 
this season has already contributed to a more competitive university 
tennis program. 

The 18 year old started this season as the Broncs’ No. 1, a posi-
tion in college tennis reserved for the team’s ace, or best player. In his 
first singles game as a Bronc, he faced 
Wagner and was excited to have the 
opportunity to win his first match.

Unfortunately, he lost. 
But Clark held his head up high and was 

proud of  the performance he had.
“I played my first match at No. 1 against Wagner and 

their guy was really, really good, and I played one of  the best matches 
I’ve ever had,” Clark said. “I lost, but I was in it the whole 
time and that gave me a lot of  confidence even though 
I lost.”

The freshman understood that it was only the first 
step in his collegiate career and said he could only 
improve.

Clark has been playing the sport since he was 10 years old. At the 
time, he had already been playing a variety of  other sports, but he said 
that when he saw tennis on TV one day, he wanted to play the sport 
immediately. 

“I think when I was just 10, I tuned onto a tennis match one day 
and I had never played tennis ever,” Clark said. “I played football, 
basketball and baseball, but I turned on tennis one day and I fell in 
love with the sport.”

While many children would think of  further playing in either of  the 
three aforementioned sports over tennis, Clark was too into the game 
to go back to those other sports. He enjoyed everything about it and 
said he felt like he can play at his best while on the court. 

“I guess I just felt more natural at tennis,” Clark said. “I liked every-
thing about the game. I liked the individual aspect, but I also like the 
team aspect and so it has a little bit of  both if  you’re on a team in high 
school or in college. I chose tennis over the other sports just because 
I felt like I was better at it. I felt like I was more of  a natural at it and 
can see myself  playing it my entire life.”

His favorite tennis player is current No. 1 tennis player in the world 
Novak Djokovic and he compares his game to that of  tennis legend 
Roger Federer.

“In the last year, my coach from back home and I had been work-
ing on an all-court game, so I kind of  see myself  as an all-court player, 
kind of  like how Roger Federer is, or even Djokovic,” Clark said. “It’s 
just being able to have every single shot and being able to go from the 
baseline to the net so that I don’t have a weakness.”

Head Coach Doug Potkay also sees a lot of  great qualities in Clark’s 
tennis game despite just being a freshman.

“It’s taken me awhile to figure him out because he’s a big guy and it 
doesn’t look like he moves very quickly, but that’s because he has great 

anticipation on the court,” Potkay said. “He has a very good serve 
and his biggest strength is his forehand. He has a good 

all-around game.”
Clark was recruited by Potkay and Clark said the 

program and Rider’s academics helped convince 
him to come to the school. Clark is a sports manage-
ment and supply chain management double major.

“I attended this college showcase in Philadelphia 
and there were a bunch of  college coaches there and 
[Potkay] came up to me in that showcase and ever 

since then, I had a pretty good interest from Rider,” 
Clark said.
In his young collegiate career, Clark has accomplished 

a number of  things. He’s already won his first tennis singles 
and doubles match and competed at the Villanova Invitational 

earlier this year. Clark said that competing at a tournament like that 
and facing off  against a large number of  schools with competitive ten-
nis programs really helped him progress.

“It was awesome,” Clark said. “There were a lot of  schools there, 
a bunch of  really good schools there. There was a lot of  competition, 
but it was good. To be able to get a couple of  wins there, it was a great 
experience for sure.”

Now his focus is on the court, where he is helping the Broncs get 
the tennis program back into contention. This year’s team has been 
competitive in most of  its matches and Clark wants to help lead the 
team for the next few years.

He understands that the program is in a rebuilding process, but has 
stated that the program has good players and it is only a question of  
getting good recruits to come to Rider and build up the future of  the 
program itself. 

So far, 2016 carries hope for both men and women’s tennis. The 
men have been doing well this season, including having won at the 
Villanova Invitational and the women were on their first win streak 
since 2011 earlier in the season.

“I definitely would like to take a leadership [role] and try and make 
us a better team that can compete in every single match,” Clark said.

Potkay also believes that the young tennis player possesses a strong 
work ethic and says it translates well on the team. 

“I see a lot of  leadership qualities in him,” Potkay said. “He comes 
to every practice and works hard and that’s a sign of  a leader.”

Clark said that he refuses to let his past define him, despite how 
tough it was. He believes that he is a stronger person for having gone 
through this ordeal and is now competing as one of  the top tennis 
players in a Division I college tennis program.

“It was two or three years in which I was in and out of  treatment 
and it was really hard,” Clark said. “Even through the latter stages of  
it, I’ve definitely become a better person, and gotten stronger mentally. 
In the long run, I think it’s good for me.”

tion in college tennis reserved for the team’s ace, or best player. In his 
first singles game as a Bronc, he faced 
Wagner and was excited to have the 
opportunity to win his first match.

Unfortunately, he lost. 
But Clark held his head up high and was 

proud of  the performance he had.
“I played my first match at No. 1 against Wagner and 

their guy was really, really good, and I played one of  the best matches 
I’ve ever had,” Clark said. “I lost, but I was in it the whole 
time and that gave me a lot of  confidence even though 
I lost.”

The freshman understood that it was only the first 
step in his collegiate career and said he could only 
improve.

Head Coach Doug Potkay also sees a lot of  great qualities in Clark’s 
tennis game despite just being a freshman.

“It’s taken me awhile to figure him out because he’s a big guy and it 
doesn’t look like he moves very quickly, but that’s because he has great 

anticipation on the court,” Potkay said. “He has a very good serve 
and his biggest strength is his forehand. He has a good 

all-around game.”
Clark was recruited by Potkay and Clark said the 

program and Rider’s academics helped convince 
him to come to the school. Clark is a sports manage
ment and supply chain management double major.

“I attended this college showcase in Philadelphia 
and there were a bunch of  college coaches there and 
[Potkay] came up to me in that showcase and ever 

since then, I had a pretty good interest from Rider,” 
Clark said.
In his young collegiate career, Clark has accomplished 

a number of  things. He’s already won his first tennis singles 
and doubles match and competed at the Villanova Invitational 

earlier this year. Clark said that competing at a tournament like that 
and facing off  against a large number of  schools with competitive ten
nis programs really helped him progress.

“It was awesome,” Clark said. “There were a lot of  schools there, 
a bunch of  really good schools there. There was a lot of  competition, 
but it was good. To be able to get a couple of  wins there, it was a great 
experience for sure.”

Now his focus is on the court, where he is helping the Broncs get 
the tennis program back into contention. This year’s team has been 
competitive in most of  its matches and Clark wants to help lead the 
team for the next few years.

He understands that the program is in a rebuilding process, but has 
stated that the program has good players and it is only a question of  
getting good recruits to come to Rider and build up the future of  the 
program itself. 

So far, 2016 carries hope for both men and women’s tennis. The 
men have been doing well this season, including having won at the 
Villanova Invitational and the women were on their first win streak 
since 2011 earlier in the season.

“I definitely would like to take a leadership [role] and try and make 
us a better team that can compete in every single match,” Clark said.

Potkay also believes that the young tennis player possesses a strong 
work ethic and says it translates well on the team. 

“I see a lot of  leadership qualities in him,” Potkay said. “He comes 
to every practice and works hard and that’s a sign of  a leader.”

Clark said that he refuses to let his past define him, despite how 
tough it was. He believes that he is a stronger person for having gone 
through this ordeal and is now competing as one of  the top tennis 
players in a Division I college tennis program.

“It was two or three years in which I was in and out of  treatment 
and it was really hard,” Clark said. “Even through the latter stages of  
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Freshman Griffin Clark overcame eye cancer in his 
high school and has won several matches for the 
Broncs this year.
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