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CANDIDATE CATASTROPHE
This fall’s musical, “Of  Thee I Sing,” relates 
politics of  1931 to today’s election. page 6

COMMENCEMENT CHANGE

May’s graduation ceremonies. page 9

BUILDING A CHAMPION
Winning is starting to become the expectation for 
women’s soccer. page 12

By Thomas Regan

RIDER is facing a $10 million projected deficit as of  Sept. 1, according to the 
president’s presentation to faculty at Fall Convocation earlier this month. 

President Gregory Dell’Omo said the Convocation was one of  several 
meetings he had, since the end of  the 2016 fiscal year, discussing the state of  

the current year’s budget.
“I reported, in these meetings, that as of  June 2016 the early forecast [for fiscal 

year 2017] showed a potential $14.7 million deficit. I made it clear to my senior 
team that this was totally unacceptable,” Dell’Omo said in a written statement on 
Sept. 27. “Through a series of  revenue enhancements and expense reductions that 
took place over the summer, that deficit projection was lowered to approximately 
$10 million as of  Aug. 2016, which I also reported in my meetings with faculty and 
staff.”

 Jeffrey Halpern, contract administrator for Rider’s chapter of  the American 
Association of  University Professors (AAUP), admits the university’s current finan-
cial state leaves much to be desired, but he questions the legitimacy of  the forecasts.

“I don’t take these projections very seriously,” Halpern said. “The number of  
students enrolled is just one piece of  the projections. The discount rate is another 
piece of  the puzzle, and the projections can change dramatically based on those 
numbers, [among other factors].”

Despite the bleak outlook for Rider’s 2016-17 budget, Dell’Omo said he is 
confident the university will end up nowhere near a deficit of  the magnitude of  $10 
million or greater.

“I want to restate what I have said before: the deficit figures I reported this 
summer were projected forecasts at that moment in time, and they will not be the 
final deficit figures we realize and report at the end of  this fiscal year,” he said in a 
statement. 

Dell’Omo pointed out the university’s projected deficit of  $7.6 million in Fall 
2015 was eventually cut down to a $3 million operating budget deficit. 

The university, using one-time donor and grant funding restricted to specific 
purposes and not allowed for use on day-to-day expenses, lowered the final fiscal 
2016 deficit to $1.8 million, according to university spokeswoman Kristine Brown. 
These restricted funds, university officials cautioned, are not necessarily available on 
a continuing basis.

Dell’Omo said the university must find ways to tighten the budget and draw in 
more revenue in order to combat the current unfavorable projection.

“Many factors are going to impact the financial status moving forward into this 
year, including (but not limited to) spring enrollments (fall enrollments for new 
freshmen came in slightly higher this year at 872 vs. 861 last year), new revenue 
enhancement opportunities, continued efforts in working with the AAUP to lower 
our costs of  instruction, as well as other expense reductions. I will continue to 
update the university community on our progress,” Dell’Omo said in the written 
statement to .

Halpern adds the growing percentage of  discounts given to incoming students 
and the decrease in the number of  students living on campus to the list of  potential 
contributing factors to Rider’s financial state.

“I’m concerned that recruitment will continue to rely on attracting students with 
discounts by offering more scholarship money,” Halpern said. “There is a point 
where you aren’t charging enough to cover the costs.”

As the financial situation continues to develop, the campus community needs to 
address the issues as a team, Dell’Omo said.

“It is extremely important that the university community continues to work 
together to address the many challenges that Rider, and the higher education indus-
try as a whole, is facing in today’s environment,” Dell’Omo said.

Although the administration and union officials announced they plan to meet 
and negotiate, Halpern said the date has yet to be set.
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Projected de�cit concerning but manageable

In this graph, the numbers displayed in black indicate the final, adjusted deficit, including use of restricted funds, during each fiscal year; numbers displayed in cranberry indicate projections. 
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Q-Tip struggles
 This is quite an earful. On Sept. 22 at 10:55 p.m., 

Public Safety was dispatched to West Village in 
response to a medical-emergency call. Upon arrival, 
officers spoke with a student who had a cotton swab-
stuck in her left ear and needed medical assistance. 
The student was then taken to a nearby hospital and 
later transported back to campus.

Shoeless
Gym rule No. 1: Never leave your gym bag unat-

tended. On Sept. 23 at 8:50 a.m., Public Safety 
received a call from a male student claiming his 
sneakers had been stolen on the evening of Sept. 22 
in the Student Recreation Center (SRC). Allegedly, the 
student put his gym bag down in the lobby area of 
the SRC and when he returned a few minutes later, 
his sneakers were no longer in the bag. The sneakers 
were valued at $75. The investigation is ongoing.

Lights out
There’s no light at the end of this tunnel. On Sept. 

24 at 11:52 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to 
West Village where a light pole had been knocked 
over. Officers who had been in the area an hour prior 
reported the light was upright at the time, prompt-
ing Public Safety to suspect criminal mischief. A work 
order has been submitted for repairs and the investi-
gation is ongoing.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
I N F O R M A T I O N  P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Healthcare workforce set to thrive
By Pauline Theeuws

HEALTHCARE occupational groups are projected 
to be the fastest-growing industry, according to 
most recent predictions from the U.S. Bureau of  
Labor Statistics. 

Economist Lisa Boily was invited to Rider by the 
Economics Club to present the employment outlook 
covering 2014 to 2024 on Sept. 22. 

The Bureau of  Labor Statistics is an independent 
agency whose mission is to collect, process, analyze 
and disseminate data in the field of  labor economics 
and statistics. The 10-year employment projections 
are conducted every two years, and look closely at the 
population and labor force growth. 

The most recent predictions covered over 800 
occupations and 300 industries, all kept anonymous 
during the presentation, and showed that the health-
care and social assistance industries are projected to 
grow the fastest. 

Service-providing industries such as state and local 
government, professional and business services and 
healthcare and social assistance are predicted to have 
the most employment with over 18,000 salaried jobs.

Out of  the 10 fastest-growing occupations, seven 
of  them related to healthcare, starting with occupa-
tional therapy assistant with a rate of  42.7 percent, 
then followed by physical therapist assistants, physical 
therapist aides, home health aides, nurse practitioners, 
physical therapists and, finally, ambulance drivers and 
attendants. 

According to the predictions, labor force partici-
pation is expected to continue to decline from 62.9 
percent in 2014 to 60.9 percent in 2024. 

“So, generally, what we’re seeing is a decline in 
labor force participation largely due to baby boom-
ers exiting the labor force,” Boily explained. “That’s 
good news for you because someone’s going to have to 

do the jobs that they were doing and hopefully that’s 
going to be you.” 

If  the labor force participation declines, the pro-
jected gross domestic product will drop below histori-
cal levels and is expected to be less than 2.2 percent, 
which Boily described as “not good news.” 

With 1.9 percent, which is three percent over the 
total non-agricultural wage and salary annual growth, 
health care and social assistance employment is grow-
ing the fastest. 

While office and administrative support is projected 
to be the largest occupational group, farming, fish-
ing and forestry, on the other hand, appears as the 
smallest group, which is partly because of  the limited 
amount of  farmers and fishers in the country. 

The overall job openings come from the growth in 
employment and replacement needs, and exist even in 
declining occupations such as the farming, fishing and 
forestry industry. 

The jobs that require higher education are pro-
jected to grow more significantly. 

“The higher the education, the more money you 
make,” Boily said as she was trying to cheer up the 
crowd disappointed with some of  the statistics. 

Since most students attending the presentation 
were part of  the College of  Business Administration, 
Boily provided the dissatisfied students with additional 
sources and tools to perform their personal predictions 
regarding their future career. 

Boily concluded by encouraging students to refer to 
the occupational outlook handbook from the Bureau 
of  Labor Statistics as well as the graphic representa-
tion of  occupation employment statistics provided by 
the U.S. Department of  Labor.

NEWS BRIEF

THE RIDER NEWS WOULD like to congratulate Dr. Thomas 
Simonet, professor of communication and journalism, 
and Dr. E Graham McKinley, professor of communication 
and journalism, on their years of distinguished service to 

the newspaper. Both advisers have stepped down from their 
advising roles as of Sept. 21.  

Dr. Jackie Incollingo, assistant professor of communication 
and journalism, will assume the advising role for the paper 
moving forward.

Simonet served the paper for 16 years while McKinley 
served for 18 years. Both were devoted student advocates and 
trusted advisers through the duration of their time spent at 
the newspaper.

Simonet said that the multiple Rider News staffs he has 
worked with over the years have won countless awards they 
should be proud of.

 “We have been blessed with awesome staffs,” said Simonet. 
“Last year, students won 11 state and regional honors. That 
included first place for general excellence and among New 
Jersey’s four-year colleges and universities — an award Rider 
also won in 2013. Plus in the Society of Professional Journalists 
(SPJ) contest, editors and writers won five awards, a school 
record. That’s significant because the SPJ competition comes 
from a nine-state region including all of the Ivies and some of 
the most elite liberal arts colleges in the nation.”

McKinley said the newspaper is lucky to have Incollingo 
step into the advising role.

“It’s been a great pleasure to work with The Rider News 
all these years, and the students have been wonderful,” said 
McKinley. “And the future looks bright with Dr. Incollingo as 
the adviser. We in the department are fortunate to have her 
as a colleague, and The News will benefit from her many years 
of journalism experience, including a stint at her own college 
paper when she was a student. I wish you all the best!”

By Grace Purvis

THE Student Recreation Center (SRC) was filled 
with aspirations and opportunities Tuesday, 
Sept. 27 at the Fall Career Fair. 

The Career Fair is a chance for all Rider 
undergraduates, graduates and alumni to meet pro-
spective employers from all across the tri-state area. 

The event attracts over 100 employers on aver-
age, recruiting students at all levels and from all 
majors for possible part-time, full-time and internship 
opportunities. 

Students were encouraged to “dress to impress” 
and that’s indeed what they did. Rider students were 
dressed professionally with most of  the men wearing 
suits and ties, and many of  the women wearing formal 
blouses, dresses or skirts.

Rider students said that the career fair helped 
prepare them for the professional world and exposed 
them to the types of  jobs that are available when they 
graduate.

Rosalie Mandracchia, a junior journalism major, 
said that the Fall Career Fair gave her an idea on what 
direction she will take when she graduates next year.

“I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do at all so it’s 
super helpful Rider put this on,” Mandracchia said.“I 
got to look and talk to lots of  different people from 

different work forces, so I’ve gotten to make some 
good contacts and gotten a better idea of  what I want 
to do.”

Nicholas Santoro, from Michael J. Hennsey 
Associates, Inc., said that the company is hoping to 
find students with high energy and who carry them-
selves with confidence. 

“Generally, students that are full of  energy with a 
writing background are attractive candidates,” said 

Santoro. “Michael J. Hennsey Associates is health care 
publishing as well as an advertising company, were we 
cover numerous things all the way from the pharmacy 
market to neuropathy and we host a lot of  live events 
and house.

“We’re accepting right now internships as well as 
full-time and part-time positions; the cool thing about 
our internship program is, if  you’re a senior, we have a 
graduate program where you learn the trade and then 
we make you an offer right out of  college.”

At Hennsey, Kim Barberich, the executive director 
of  career development and success, said that they have 
worked hard to put together resources for Rider stu-
dents who have a focus on the career planning process, 
to achieve things such as how to write a cover letter 
and résumé information. The Rider Fall Career Fair is 
one of  the main sources the career development and 
success team has worked on.

All Rider students are welcome and encouraged to visit the 
Career Development and Success team office for upcoming work-
shops, programs, and events. 

For links and information visit their webpage at http://
www.rider.edu/careers

Annual fall career fair delivers hope for students’ futures 

Students browse the booths of potential employers at the annual 
fall career fair.
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UNITY DAY  
VOTING RIGHTS RALLY 

FEATURING: 

CONGRESSWOMAN  
TERRI SEWELL (AL-7)
Champion of voting rights and author of  
Congressional Gold Medal Bill

FOR MORE INFORMATION: 
609-896-5000 ext. 7294 
mca@rider.edu

Wednesday, Oct. 5 
6:45 p.m. • BLC Theater

JOIN US!

In collaboration: The O�ce of Multicultural A�airs, The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics, Student 
Government Association, Bonner Scholars, Leadership Development Program and Residence Life

CONGRESSWOMAN  
BONNIE WATSON COLEMAN (NJ-12)
Long-time and influential advocate for the  
people of New Jersey — serving the  
12th Congressional District

#RIDERVOTES
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News
Toxic waste facility jeopardizes Marshlands
By Lauren Lavelle

IN May, the Elcon Recycling Center of  Falls Township began applying for per-
mits to build a hazardous waste processing facility in the Keystone Industrial Port 
Complex, just a few miles from the Abbott Marshlands. 

With over 3,000 acres of  fresh and non-tidal marshes, ponds, swamps and 
woodlands located across Hamilton and Bordentown Townships, the Abbott 
Marshlands are a spectacle of  nature that house many rare species of  plants and 
animals. 

“They are going to process waste from pharmaceutical companies,” said Mary 
Leck, an emeritus professor of  biology and advocate for the Marshlands. “The com-
panies are making their various medicines, which will generate waste that is going to 
be processed at the facility.”

Many worry that, with toxic fumes constantly circulating the air, and 17 to 25 
truckloads of  waste travelling through the area daily, the quality of  the Marshlands 
will be threatened, and plant and animal life will dwindle.

“The impacts on the Delaware River are significant,” said Leck. “Let’s assume 
they have a spill. It depends on the kinds of  chemicals and state of  the tide, but 
there may be an impact on the plants and animals, especially in the spring and 
summer.”

At a Bordentown meeting of  opposing groups in May, Leck expressed her overall 
opinion on the facility in a letter addressed to Mayor Jill Popko.

After describing the significance of  the Marshlands, including the historical 
landmarks and archeological aspects, Leck explained the delicate balance of  the 
ecosystem.

“Tides along the Delaware River and Crosswicks Creek can move waters back 
and forth 12 miles, making this unique wetland system particularly vulnerable to 
any contaminated water that might be released by Elcon,” she said.

And the damage does not stop there. 
Bucks County currently holds the spot for the third-worst air quality in 

Pennsylvania and, with Elcon planning to burn more than a million pounds of  toxic 
waste every day using thermal oxidation, the outlook is not too bright. 

According to the Delaware Riverkeeper Network, Elcon claims they will take the 
proper safety precautions and follow the appropriate regulations to ensure the safety 
of  the wildlife and residents in the surrounding areas. But, with various spills and 
accidents from other similar companies looming in the past, residents and advocates 
find it hard to trust such a statement.   

“If  a facility like this is really needed, then there needs to be rules in place that 
mitigate any potential problems,” said Leck. “I’d like to say no to it all.”

Freshman Anna Fenton, an elementary education major, understands the poten-
tial risks that come along with this facility and can already see the impact it may 
have on the Marshlands. 

“There are so little natural reservation areas as it is, it is wrong to disrupt the 

Marshlands with something so toxic and unbeneficial,” said Fenton. “In a few years, 
there will not be any wildlife left if  we continue to progress at this rate.”

Currently, Elcon is approved for Phase I of  their project and are in the process of  
applying for their Phase II permits. 

The Delaware Riverkeeper Network encourages those hoping to get involved to attend the local 
Supervisors and County Commissioners meetings, contact the Falls Township legislators and super-
visors about the issues at hand, and volunteer with the local Protect Our Water and Air (POWA) 
organization to stay updated on Elcon’s progress. 

With over 3,000 acres of land potentially in danger, advocates hope to halt Elcon’s progress. 
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Rider acquires college of distinction award
By Rob Leitner

THIS past June, Rider University earned a spot 
on the 2016-17 Colleges of  Distinction list. 
According to collegesofdistinction.com, the orga-
nization seeks to evaluate which colleges are the 

best place to “learn, grow and succeed.”
With the goal of  encouraging learning in and out 

of  the classroom, and providing numerous opportuni-
ties for students to get involved on campus, Rider has 
earned a spot on the list.

“I was excited to learn that Rider had been 
named a College of  Distinction,” said Assistant Vice 
President of  Marketing and Communications Kristine 
Brown. “At Rider, we are committed to help-
ing our students develop as a whole person, 
and this recognition firmly illustrates our 
commitment to that.”

The College of  Distinction examines four 
categories when compiling each year’s lists: 
review of  the institutions’ freshman experi-
ence, the general education program, strategic plan 
and satisfaction measures.

“To be considered a College of  Distinction, 
an institution must demonstrate a commitment to 
engaged students, great teaching, vibrant community 
and successful outcomes,” said President Gregory 
Dell’Omo. “These four elements align seamlessly with 
Rider’s goals and objectives, as they are also the cor-
nerstones of  our approach to higher education.”

Engaged students often play an active role in their 
learning experience. These experiences include study 
abroad programs, internships and community proj-
ects. According to Rider’s website, Rider students 
complete over 1,000 internships, co-ops and field 
placements a year.

Brown explained that extracurricular activities 
help students meet new people and experience all that 

Rider has to offer.  
“At Rider, there are countless ways for students 

to become engaged on our campuses,” she said.  
“We have dozens of  clubs, intramural sports, Greek 
organizations, volunteer opportunities, multicultural 
organizations, arts programming and academic groups 
that allow students to participate in the activities they 
enjoy most.”

Great teaching, by College of  Distinction stan-
dards, is characterized by interactions between 
teachers and students. A majority of  Rider’s full-time 
faculty hold a doctorate or the highest degree in their 

field, and the student to faculty ratio is 12:1, according 
to Brown.  

“From my 35 years of  teaching, I would say smaller 
classes have the following benefits,” said Dr. Barry 
Truchil of  Rider’s sociology department. “First, you 
know who everybody is a lot sooner.  Second, with a 
smaller class, you can call on people and get a better 
sense of  where everybody is at. You can get to know 
them in more depth, what their strengths are, what 
their weaknesses are, because small numbers allow for 
more participation from each person.” 

Rider is committed to creating a vibrant commu-
nity for students to learn, live and enjoy, said Brown.  
This semester alone is full of  events and activities.  

“A few weeks ago, we held Cranberry Fest on a 
weekend, which drew hundreds of  students for an 

evening of  food, music and fun activities,” she said. 
“Next month, we’re looking forward to Scream 
Screen, the university’s first-ever drive-in movie being 
planned by 107.7 The Bronc. The Rebovich Institute 
for New Jersey Politics is bringing several legislators 
and other guests to speak on campus this semester, 
not to mention our fall concert with Travis Scott, 
Midnight MAACness, the R Factor Finale, and several 
concerts and plays which are all taking place in the 
next several weeks.”

In terms of  successful outcomes, a survey taken 
from 2015 Rider graduates showed that 92 percent of  

them are employed, pursuing graduate studies 
or volunteering within a year of  graduating.  
Out of  current Rider Alumni, there are 262 
alumni in positions such as president, CEO or 
leader of  national or international corpora-
tions or organizations.   

Dell’Omo supports students with the oppor-
tunities they now have and expressed confi-

dence in Rider’s newly graduated students entering 
the work force.  

“I firmly believe in the importance of  providing 
students with the ability to grow and develop holisti-
cally during their collegiate years,” he said. “We will 
continue to fulfill this distinction by providing students 
with opportunities to earn college credit and valuable 
life experience while participating in study abroad 
programs, service learning opportunities, internships 
and professional experiences, leadership opportunities 
and participation in the arts. 

“This holistic approach dovetails with our mission 
to also provide the highest quality academic experi-
ence possible.  These two approaches will fully prepare 
our students for successful lives and careers after 
graduation.”  

‘‘ students with the ability to grow and develop 
holistically during their collegiate years.
   PRESIDENT GREGORY DELL’OMO
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#RIDERVOTES

Oct. 5
UNITY DAY:  
VOTING RIGHTS RALLY – JOIN US THERE!

FEATURING CONGRESSWOMAN TERRI SEWELL (AL-7)
Champion of voting rights and author of Congressional Gold Medal Bill 
6:45 p.m.  •  Bart Luedeke Center Theater

Oct. 3–5
VOTER REGISTRATION DRIVE
Stop by and register; Get your special #RIDERVOTES lapel pin
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., 4 to 7 p.m.  •  Daly Dining Hall, Cranberry’s
Oct. 4 only: 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. • WCC Student Center Lobby 
Oct. 5 only: 6 to 6:45 p.m. and 8 to 9 p.m. • Bart Luedeke Center Lobby

Sept. 26–30
VOTER INFORMATION
Distributed throughout Rider’s residence halls regarding  
registration and voting

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
mca@rider.edu • 609-896-5000 ext. 7294

In collaboration: The O�ce of Multicultural A�airs,  
The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics,  
Student Government Association, Bonner Scholars, 
Leadership Development Program and Residence Life

Rider University encourages all students to cast their votes in the 
upcoming election. Join us on Unity Day for a voting rights rally 
and a special guest speaker from Washington, D.C. #RIDERVOTES

Nov. 8
ELECTION DAY
Get out and vote responsibly!
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By Jessica Hergert

AUDIENCES were taken on a journey 
that could have been pulled out 
of  a story book, complete with 
fairies and donkeys, during the 

American Repertory Ballet’s (ARB) fall 
season premiere performance of  “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream.”

Choreographed by artistic direc-
tor Douglas Martin, “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” brought to life the 
16th century Shakespearean fantasy 
world of  love and magic through classic 
ballet. 

The dancers proved their skill 
throughout the entire performance by 
combining elegant grace, mastery of  
ballet technique and comedy acting 
abilities together to create a unique 
artistic experience for the audience. 
The dancers ranged in experience level, 
with some dancers actually making 
their ARB debut on Rider’s stage. 

The Bart Luedeke Center theater 
proved a perfect venue for the ballet, 
as even those sitting in the back row 
could see the dancers well. The close 
proximity allowed for each audience 
member to see details within the ballet, 
like dance moves and facial expressions, 
that one could miss in a bigger the-
ater. 

As 7:30 p.m. neared, the audience 
buzzed with anticipation until the lights 
went down. As everyone fell silent, 
their eyes were glued to the stage. The 
room erupted in a flourish of  classical 
music, as the red curtains parted and 
the dancers appeared on stage. With 
the musical score by Felix Mendelssohn 
to accompany them, the dancers began 
their show. 

There were very few tangible props 
and minimal special effects because of  
a simplistic set design, only a back-
drop, keeping the audience’s attention 
completely focused on the dancers who 
were clad in 16th century costumes.

As with traditional ballets, the entire 
performance was devoid of  dialogue, 
making the dancers’ job of  conveying 
their story much more difficult.  

The first act flew by, exposing the 
audience to a quadrangle of  love stories 
that all needed resolution. The plot 
grew more complex with each charac-
ter’s addition into the narrative, making 
the depicted relationships that much 

more chaotic.
Even with the complicated plot, the 

dancers did an excellent job of  provid-
ing the audience with laugh-out-loud 
moments during the performance. 
Through slapstick comedy and facial 
reactions, the dancers were able to keep 
the plot light rather than dramatic. 

When the lights came up for 
intermission, the room burst into a 
cacophony of  opinion and predictions. 
Many children in the audience listened 
intently, while their mothers explained 
to them what was happening in the 
show. 

The second act was truly a 

memorable experience as the danc-
ers transported the audience to a fairy 
kingdom in the woods where magic 
and love potions are an everyday 
occurrence. 

In this act, the events took place in 
a forest, justifying the almost eerie full 
moon and backdrop that had replaced 
the first act’s cheerier one. A heavy 
fog rolled over the stage and audience, 
creating a supernatural vibe as it spread 
throughout the theater. 

The fairy dancers that followed 
truly lit up the stage, gathering “oohs 
and aahs” from the children in the 
audience. Their costumes of  flowing, 
natural-colored skirts were distinguish-
able from the other characters who 
were dressed like traditional Grecians.  

The most comical of  scenes came 
during the second act when one of  the 
characters had his head turned into a 
donkey’s. To make matters worse, the 
Fairy Queen, under a love spell, fell 
head-over-heels for the “donkey-man.” 
With a fake burro head on, this dancer 
held the audience in uproarious laugh-
ter for the duration of  his number. 

The act — and the ballet — ended 
happily as most fantastical stories do. 
The couples are in love again — some 
because of  true love — others because 
of  a little magic, and the donkey-man 
was cured. 

With the premiere performance 
over and the crowd maintaining a lively 
applause, the dancers were able to take 
their final bows with pride. The ARB 
graced the stage with its performance 
and truly gave the entire audience a 
magical night. 

P R E V I E W

Politically correct: Musical aims to stress importance of voting
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The American Repertory Ballet took audiences on a journey of love and magic in its season premiere 
performance of  “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” this past weekend. 

By Samantha Brandbergh

A PRESIDENTIAL candidate holds a beauty pageant in which he 
gathers 24 of  the most beautiful girls in the country to com-
pete for his love. Sound familiar?

Not only does this emulate a particular candidate’s 
involvement with the Miss America pageant, but it is also the plot 
of  Rider’s upcoming musical, “Of  Thee I Sing,” which originated 
on Broadway in 1931. The production’s preview performance will 
take place on Wednesday, Sept. 28, at 7:30 p.m. in the Yvonne 
Theater.

Composed by the Gershwin brothers, “Of  Thee I Sing” is a 
political comedy about John P. Wintergreen, a presidential candi-
date who decides to run on a one-word campaign of  “love” after 
his popularity plummets. 

Directed by assistant professor of  theater Nathan Hurwitz, 
Rider’s version of  the production will be a “concert version,” 
with an ensemble present on stage, reacting to moments along 
with the audience. 

“It’s more of  a Greek Chorus here; it’s a group of  people 
who interject with their reactions, we don’t get to just leave 
stage,” said senior musical theater major Kate Tenenbaum. 
“We’re watching everything the audience is watching, and we’re 
reacting to it as much as any other character standing on stage 
would.”

Being a part of  the ensemble has proven to be challenging, not 
only physically, but mentally, as well. 

“Not only does it take a physical toll on your body to stand 
for four-hour rehearsals, it’s important that we stay engaged,” 
Tenenbaum said. “When we’re not singing, we’re not just stand-
ing there not paying attention, you are visible the entire show. It’s 
definitely been a learning process for us.”

The 80-person cast has presented challenges for Hurwitz, as 
well. Having never directed a show this large before, Hurwitz 
stressed the importance of  staying focused. 

He chose “Of  Thee I Sing” as Rider’s fall musical in January, 
when the presidential candidates were not yet chosen, and the 
campaigns hadn’t gained massive amounts of  media attention. 

Since then, the election has escalated, making political involvement 
among college students critical. 

“I chose this show because I want people on this campus to 
get involved politically and I want to shake them up a little bit,” 
Hurwitz said. “This election has become so intense and bizarre in 
so many ways, and I think it’s more important now than ever to 
vote and get involved in this process. So it’s been a great show to 
work on.” 

Tenenbaum reiterated this, as well, explaining that the main 
point of  the production is “get out and vote” in a time when many 
may not because of  disdain for the candidates. 

“There’s a lot of  people standing with the presidential campaign 
[saying], ‘Oh, if  either one of  them win, we’re doomed,’ but that’s 
not how we can view this situation; there are two candidates,” she 
said.

The promotional posters and stage for “Of  Thee I Sing” contain 
images of  Clinton and Trump, and the show itself  will contain sly 
references to both of  the candidates. The production will feature a 
narrator, Louisa Flaningam, a friend of  Hurwitz and a Broadway 
actress who has run for political office. 

“I think it’s important to have a narrator that wasn’t a student 
and lived in a different world to look at and comment on what’s 
going on onstage,” Hurwitz said. 

Although many college students may view politics as a dull sub-
ject, both Hurwitz and Tenenbaum believe that “Of  Thee I Sing” 
will open audience’s minds, and hopefully make them laugh a lot, 
too. 

“It deals with politics in a way that sees it for what it is, it’s really 

funny,” Hurwitz said. “It was written 75 years ago, and the same 
bullshit that went on back then is going on now, but a little more 
amplified, a little worse. To put it in a distant time, 1931, and look 
at it is kinda funny.”

Tenenbaum emphasized this, saying that being involved in this 
musical has opened her eyes and hopes it opens the eyes of  those in 
the audience.

“There’s nothing better than to raise awareness on a serious 
topic in a way that’s not too heavy,” she said. “In the end, our 
whole point is to get people out and vote. A vote not cast is one 
person not making a difference in this campaign right now.” 

The musical will run Sept. 28 through Oct.2 in the Yvonne Theater. 
Tickets are available at the box office (609-896-7775) at $20 for students 
and seniors, and $25 for adults. 
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By Megan Lupo

CANVASES home to images of  
animals and abstract works that 
physically reached off  the surface 
adorned the Rider art gallery 

during the Artist Talk of  Tracey Jones’ 
exhibit, Then and Now: A Survey, on 
Sept. 22. 

The textural paintings around the 
gallery were a reflection of  the past 45 
years that Jones has been creating art.

Her artistry was reflected in the 
vibrancy of  colors, grids and rocky 
surfaces of  her paintings, which Jones, 
who has always been “very critical” of  
her art, has admitted to admiring.

 “It sounds gushy, but I’m really 
impressed that I think they look good,” 
Jones remarked. “I mean, you can say a 
lot about them. You know, no one may 
buy them. I may have to give them all 
to my poor brothers, but I think it says 
a lot about me, about my life, what I 
did. And that’s important.”

As a teacher, the feeling of  self-relief  
and pride in her art was the emotion 
she tried to instill in her students.

“All of  a sudden, you put up your 
paintings, and it is an emotional experi-
ence because you worked on them for 
so long,” Jones said. “My students, who 
only made two paintings their entire 
lives — to exhibit them is the big thing 
because it has something of  you in it, 
even if  it’s only two paintings. When 
you’re painting, there is a little bit of  
you in it.”

Who Jones is today, as an artist and 
teacher, developed when she was a 

student in school herself. 
“I had a traditional art education, so 

I drew from observation until gradu-
ate school,” she said. “Drawing from 
models and still life setups helped me to 
develop an analytical eye and discipline. 
Some images I painted as an undergrad 
were totally abstract, but there were 
also figures, animals and landscapes. 
By the time I left [Cooper Union], 
the paintings were abstract. Abstract 
art became my focus at [Syracuse 
University] and really has been since.”

Although her paintings were defined 
as abstract, she incorporated some 
identifiable objects into her works, 
which were inspired by her dog.

When Jones’ beloved dog, Murray, 
died, she created what she named a 
“Murray memorial painting,” which 
motivated her to include animals, espe-
cially dogs, or other figures in a “weird 
kind of  way.”

“They’re sometimes in pieces; like 
a dog’s head, perhaps, a haunch and a 
plate and fork,” she said. “They’re not 
sweet.” 

There is no reason as to why Jones 
painted a mixture of  cut-up versions 
of  distinguished objects and indistin-
guished objects because, to her, there 
was not really much of  a difference.

“One thing you learn is that the 
line between an abstract form and a 
recognizable form is thin,” she said. “In 
fact, it’s not that easy to have shapes 
that don’t resemble something in our 
experience.”

To Jones, it was not about the 

objects in the paintings, as much as 
what was visually seen on the surface.

“I don’t think the subject matter 
matters that much,” she said. 

What was most significant, Jones 
noted, was the color sensation and the 
bumpy texture of  her paintings, which 
made them “look alive.”

“I often will rework a painting that I 
thought was finished,” Jones explained. 
“When this happens, I’m painting 
on a surface that is already uneven. 
Often the older, drier surface gets pit-
ted as well, which is helpful because 
it becomes less reflective and more 
complex.”

This uneven surface of  Jones’ paint-
ings mixed with the overhead lights of  
the gallery make for multiple ways and 
angles to look at and admire the art. 

For Fine Arts Professor and Art 
Gallery Director Harry Naar, this 
aspect is very important for any artist.

“You look at your work outside of  

the environment and away from home, 
where it was safe, and now it’s open to 
another kind of  environment,” he said. 
“You wonder, ‘Does the work provoke 
me to think about things in a differ-
ent way? Does it direct me to further 
develop what I’m trying to develop?’”

Though her process of  spontaneity 
and drawing “certain things that come 
into [her] head,” such as a landscape 
or a dog, could differ from other artists, 
this was what made Jones relevant, 
quirky and important.

“You try to remain fresh, so like a 
snake, you shed many skins,” she said. 
“You can end up disappointing people, 
dealers, for instance, when you alter or 
reorient yourself, but you must follow 
your instincts.”

Local artist brings new life      
to abstract paintings in gallery
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Black Outpost (above) is one of the large, abstract paintings hanging in Rider’s art gallery. The gallery 
will be open Tuesdays through Thursdays from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sundays from noon to 4 p.m.

Politically correct: Musical aims to stress importance of voting

Junior theater major Matthew Woodside (above), junior musical theater major Kelly Prendergast (left) and senior musical theater major Matt Staley portray their characters in Rider’s 
production of the Pulitzer Prize-winning musical “Of Thee I Sing.”  The musical’s preview performance will take place on Wednesday, Sept. 28 at 7:30 p.m. in the Yvonne Theater.

‘‘In the end, our whole point is to get people out 
and vote. A vote not cast is one person not mak-

 
 KATE  TENENBAUM, SENIOR MUSICAL THEATER MAJOR

R E V I E W

Transporting audiences to a world of fairies and magic
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Silver spoon feeds 
opportunities
I HAVE stared at a computer screen 

for hours, typing résumés and 

I have scrolled through every sin-
gle job website I could think of, some 

have pressed “send” so many times, 
triggering the awkward waiting game 
as I hoped someone would look at my 

Most of  us have experienced the 

Those of  us that haven’t will likely 
-

certing part of  this process might 
not be the searching, the applying or 

be the part where, regardless of  how 
talented or experienced a student is, 

-
ing to a recent article in The New York 
Times, that might not even be the 

Darren Walker from The New York 
Times wrote an article this summer 
that explored the idea that intern-
ships are a “privilege,” and that 
getting hired is more about who you 

this is definitely a dark factor at work 
in the job market, it isn’t all encom-

The Glassdoor reports that a 

likely to get a job if  they have been 
referred by another employee, a 

full job positions, these statistics are 
likely similar for those applying for 

to network or whose parents can do 
so for them have intern positions 
delegated to them in a process that 

wrong with using connections to get 

with no connections, or those who 
never had the privilege of  making 
any? Do we not deserve the same 
intern experiences, especially before 
venturing into a dismal job market?

In addition, the divide grows 
deeper in terms of  unpaid intern-

higher social standing can afford to 
take unpaid internships, as the lack 

However, low-income students do 

dollar matters for your tuition or 
food or bills, you simply can’t afford 
to spend hours doing so much work 

-
tions are going to those with con-
nections, there really aren’t a lot of  
options left for the underprivileged, 
low-income students, even if  they 

This is a cultural norm that needs 

be offering paid internship posi-

20, sometimes 30 hours of  work a 
week, that’s on par with a part-time 

simply because they’re desperate 

for the experience and willing to do 

unfair because they effectively filter 
out the students who simply cannot 
work for nothing and who would ask 

percent easier to get a job if  you’re 
friends with the boss, that doesn’t 
mean that it’s impossible to get 

simply means that the opportunities 

As it is with many opportunities, 

Every day, hundreds of  internships 
are posted on websites like intern-

time and a lot of  searching, but the 

Don’t ignore our campus 

through the torrent of  daily emails 
we receive, but floating beneath the 
surface are always emails about pro-

offices at Rider even look to hire 

In addition, networking doesn’t 

especially the internship directors of  

help, it’s the people with the experi-
ence and the connections that we 

I have applied to so many dif-
-

résumé 

online applications, I finally saw 

an online media company, where I 

the summer, I had a paid internship 
with a sustainable service provider 

-
viewed and politely turned down 

While the odds may be stacked 
against us, especially if  we have no 
connections, that doesn’t mean there 

an internship is something that tran-
scends both networking and pure 

looking until you find the results you 

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Buzz over bees: Protect 
an environmental asset
THEY 

terrorize students and faculty 
alike, inciting screaming or curs-

I completely understand the fear 

-

Rider to kill all the bees, it’s impor-
tant to realize a few facts about these 
little insects that are sharing this 

What many people don’t know is 

that bees are essential to our environ-
The Guardian 

reports that 84 percent of  crops that 

of  plants, rely on bees to pollinate 

crops include tea, cocoa beans and 

imagine a world without bees, but 
we can’t even imagine a semester 

However, the contributions of  
bees do not just directly affect our 
food 
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Bolster bees
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion

THERE was a stir last week when 
Rider announced a change in its 
graduation venue. The University 
has decided to hold the under-

graduate, graduate and continuing stud-
ies ceremonies as one ceremony at the 
Sun National Bank Center in Trenton.

In the past, when Rider set up 
for graduation, they had two venues: 
one outside and one indoors in case 
it rained. However, the one indoors 
had very limited space for the entire 
graduating class. And now that we have 
added the continuing studies graduates, 
we need a better place to accommodate 
everyone’s families.

Not to mention, with one giant cer-
emony, it is much more cost-efficient.

According to Beverly Braddock, 
Rider’s special events and projects 
manager, only two tickets were given 
per student the last time we had a 
rain event. For a lot of  students, this 
just won’t cut it. For me personally, I 
have divorced parents. I can’t exactly 
give those tickets to my mom and 
dad because neither would come by 
themselves and they surely would not 
go together. Two tickets would cause 
unnecessary family drama. And I’m 
sure other students have similar prob-
lems within their families.

Also, Rider has limited parking, and 
the parking can be confusing for people 
who have never been to campus. The 
Sun National Bank Center has 3,500 
parking spaces within eight parking lots. 

And, by making it off  campus, 
we won’t cause an influx of  traffic in 
Lawrenceville, but at a place where 

they are used to having big events.
Plus, who doesn’t want to have the 

luxury of  air conditioning when sitting 
among hundreds of  people? I would 
rather be inside than roasting in the 
sun, smelling everyone’s sweat.

And another thing: this is an arena. 
They have inclined seats. Your family 
won’t have to crane their necks or step 
into the aisle to try and snap a picture 
of  you walking. They can do so com-
fortably from their seats. 

So if  my grandmother comes, she 
would have a much easier time navi-
gating a handicapped-friendly place 
instead of  walking from the parking 
lot across a field to sit outside in a lawn 
chair in the heat. I’m sure she would 
much rather sit inside with some AC, 
being able to see her favorite grand-
daughter walk.

The only problem with the change 
in venue is wanting to graduate where 
I have studied for the past 3.5 years. It 
would make graduation more senti-
mental. But we now have senior week, 
so I can build up all the sentimentality I 
want then.

The ceremony might have been 
beautiful on campus, but having all my 
family there for me when I graduate 
is more important to me than scenery. 
It was the people at Rider who made 
a difference in my life, not the campus 
itself. It was the professors and faculty 
here who helped me become who I am 
today, not the Fine Arts building. 

—Rena Carman
Communications studies

SENIOR FACE-OFF

Hats o� to new 
graduation venue

FACEBOOK 
students sharing their great dis-
satisfaction with Rider. Their anger 
came as a result of  the announce-

ment that the Rider University 2017 
Commencement would be moved to the 
Sun National Bank Center in Trenton. 
The reasons cited were security of  
seating, safety from inclement weather 
and a lower cost for the ceremony. The 
graduate, college of  continuing studies 
and undergraduate ceremonies will be 
held together as well. 

Immediately after the email was sent 
out to students, many made their anger 
clear. There was a tradition of  graduat-
ing at Rider, crossing the campus green 
and touching the Rider Rock, just as 
we did as freshmen. To many, this is 
just another reason to complain about 
change. However, I see the real compli-
cations with this move.

When graduation was at Rider, 
the danger of  unsafe and poor health 
conditions were never an issue. The 
traditions were the most important part 
of  the entire ceremony. Every school 
paraded behind their flag in and out of  
the ceremony, tapping the Rider Rock 
as a mirror of  our first days on campus. 
There were speeches and honors, all 
overlooking our Centennial Lake. It 
was picturesque and magical. 

Growing up, I was a Pop Warner 
and All Star cheerleader, later mak-
ing my transition to a Pop Warner and 
American Youth cheerleading coach. I 
spent many weekends in the Sovereign 
Bank Arena, which has now been 
renamed Sun National Bank Center. I 

have seen the horrors and conditions 
of  this arena, and I do not believe that 
this is a good representation of  Rider 
University and our values.

I have seen repulsive conditions. I 
have found dead rats in the stairwells, 
cockroaches in the bathrooms and 
mystery stains throughout. The color 
scheme is industrial, with a mix of  dirt 
and grime. 

The stairs inside the arena are steep, 
transitioning from cement to metal. 
The latter, in some rows, are wobbly. I 
have fallen, and have seen people fall. 
If  able-bodied adults and athletes are 
falling, what about the elderly or those 
with mobility issues? With the large 
crowds, a fall is inevitable. 

This is a very personal issue for 
myself  as well, seeing as I have three 
individuals that would be coming to 
my graduation that would need special 
accommodations. 

Though I am all for saving money 
on setting up two graduations, the true 
cost is losing the tradition of  cross-
ing the campus green. I worked both 
graduations last year, operating one of  
the cameras that saved the memories 
for these graduates and their families 
for years to come. I got to experience 
the magic and joy, and now that it’s my 
turn, it’s disheartening to think that my 
graduation will be spent under artificial 
lights, breathing stale air, and standing 
on a stain of  God-knows-what.

—Jenna Moschella
Senior communication studies major

SENIOR FACE-OFF

Tassle tussle over 
o�-campus arena

also assist in pollinating plants that 
contain the fruits, berries and seeds 
eaten by birds or smaller mammals. 
And if  anyone believes that this is 
not serious, they’re sadly confused. If  
bees were to die out, we would not be 
the only creatures on the planet that 
would feel the effects. Entire food 
chains would collapse and ecosystems 
would suffer. The environmental 
impact would be catastrophic. 

Unfortunately, bees are already 
suffering high rates of  death and 
decolonization. The Washington Post
reports that bees are rapidly dying 
as a result of  neonicotinoids, a type 
of  insecticide, being sprayed too 
heavily in an attempt to keep insects 
away from crops. In addition, CNN 
stated that almost 3 million bees 
in South Carolina died not even a 
month ago after Naled, a mosquito-
killing spray, was used to fight the 
Zika virus. These insecticides are not 
only dangerous to our health and our 
food, but now, they’re killing millions 
of  bees. They’re slowly killing our 
environment.

It is imperative that we do our 
part in trying to protect the bees. 
Before trying to kill a bee with your 
textbook as you walk to class, please 
remember that bees are just as afraid 
of  you as you are of  them. If  you 

are worried, just keep moving and 
don’t act too startled. The bee will fly 
away.

People are often afraid of  what 
they believe to be aggressive bees, 
when they’re actually reacting to a 
wasp. Although it can be tricky, it’s 
important to recognize the differ-
ences between them. 

Orkin, a pest control company, 
states that honeybees are about 2.5 
centimeters long, and are hairy. They 
can be all black or brown, but can 
also have yellow or orange stripes. 
Carpenter bees may also be found 
on campus, and they are thick and 
brown. They don’t have stingers, but 
they can bite. Wasps, however, are 
thinner, with four wings and brighter 
black-and-yellow colorations. Both 
wasps and honeybees sting, and 
both stings can be painful. However, 
honeybees can only sting once before 
dying. Wasps, however, can attack as 
much as they like. 

When you see the bees buzz-
ing around on campus, don’t be 
disgusted and don’t be afraid. The 
beauty of  the nature on this campus, 
as well as the food we consume, are 
all thanks to those bees. It should 
be our job to look after them and to 
therefore protect the environment. So 
before you call on anyone to kill all 
the bees, realize that we already are. 

—Samantha Sawh
Lawrenceville Eco Rep



10 The Rider News    Sept. 28, 2016

START A BANKING REVOLUTION:

JOIN A

MEMBER-OWNED

THINK OUTSIDE THE BANK  
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Sports
F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Koch, Randazzo rally Broncs to three straight
By Brandon Scalea

WITH non-conference play com-
ing to a close, the field hockey 
team might be in the rhythm 
it needs to do some damage in 

the MAAC. 
Coming off  a tough 5-1 loss at 

Hofstra on Sept. 17, Rider (6-4) is now 
on an impressive three-game winning 
streak with two victories coming on the 
road. The Broncs beat La Salle 3-2 on 
Sept. 21, St. Francis 3-0 at home on 
Sept. 23 and Colgate 4-1 on Sept. 25. 

Sophomore midfielder Jessica 
Randazzo said, although it was a little 
tough playing three games in five days, 
the team is happy with the outcome.

“The key to us winning has been our 
ability to play together as a team,” she 
said. “We’re putting in the extra effort 
when we need to. Obviously, it’s a little 
hard on our bodies, but we’re all giving 
110 percent to get ready for conference 
play.” 

The star of  the streak was fresh-
man midfielder Daane Koch, who has 
already been honored three times this 
season as MAAC Rookie of  the Week. 
She has notched a point in six straight 
games, and leads the team with seven 
goals and 19 points. Her play earned 
her MAAC Offensive Player of  the 
Week honors this time around.

Koch, a native of  the Netherlands, 
credited her teammates, saying they 
made the transition to a new style of  
play very easy.

“I think my recognitions by the 
MAAC are a credit to the whole team,” 
she said. “The team welcomed me and 
helped me adjust to the American way 

of  playing field hockey, and for that I’m 
very grateful.”

Against La Salle, Rider had to show 
resiliency after falling into an early 2-0 
hole. Tallying three unanswered goals, 
the Broncs left Philadelphia with the 
win. All the goals were scored in the 
first half. Freshman goalie Grace Huff  
picked up the win, playing the final 59 
minutes. 

Senior midfielder Kalyn O’Brien got 
the Broncs going offensively, cutting the 
deficit to 2-1 just 10:49 into the game. 
Freshman forward Tess Coorens was 
able to tie the score at two with seven 
minutes remaining in the half, after 
receiving a nice feed from Koch. 

With just 4:05 remaining in the first 

half, Randazzo scored her third goal 
of  the season and the third goal of  the 
game for the Broncs. It would end up 
as the game-winner.  

Against St. Francis two days later, a 
comeback wasn’t necessary. In her first 
collegiate start, Huff  made three saves 
en route to a 3-0 victory. 

Exactly seven minutes into the con-
test, senior forward Carlie Spaeder took 
a 60-yard pass from junior back Melissa 
Cunningham and went in all alone on 
the keeper. She scored for a 1-0 Rider 
lead. 

Three minutes into the second half, 
Koch scored again to make it 2-0. 
Her goal came after a rebound from a 
Spaeder shot. 

With 17 minutes left in regula-
tion, junior forward and Preseason 
All-MAAC selection Allison Baligian 
scored her third goal of  the year, with 
an assist from Randazzo. It was the 
16th time in 18 tries that the Broncs 
downed the Red Flashes. 

In a 4-1 win at Colgate on Sept. 
25, Koch played a big role yet again. 
She netted two goals and picked up an 
assist. 

The first goal of  the game came off  
the stick of  Koch just 10 minutes in. 
Cunningham picked up another assist 
as the Broncs led 1-0. 

Rider led 2-0 at the break after 
Koch’s second goal of  the game, with 
an assist from junior forward Lauren 
Bock. Spaeder and freshman forward 
Jade Freeberg each added a goal in the 
second half. 

With just 1:20 left in the game, 
Colgate was able to get on the board. 
It was the first time all season Huff  
allowed a goal. She had previously been 
enjoying a shutout streak of  over 200 
minutes to begin her college career. 

It was the third year in a row that 
the Broncs took down Colgate. The 
team will now get a much-deserved 
week off  before heading up to 
Columbia on Oct. 2. The first MAAC 
game will be against Bryant on Oct. 9. 

O’Brien thinks these wins will give 
the team a really positive mindset.

“The most intense, and obviously 
the most important, part of  the season 
is MAAC play,” she said. “Winning the 
last three games has made this team 
hungry and we hope this momentum 
continues.” 

V O L L E Y B A L L

MAAC road win has volleyball team back on track
By Carlos Toro

AFTER a rough start in conference play, the Rider 
volleyball team picked up its first MAAC win of  
the season.

The Broncs (7-9, 1-3 MAAC) took a road 
trip to Buffalo, New York, this weekend where they 
lost to Niagara on Sept. 24 and then swept Canisius 
on Sept. 25.

Junior libero Emma Aldaya said that the team is 
relieved and happy to finally win that first conference 
game.

“Now that we have our first conference game under 
our belt, I feel like a sense of  pressure has been lifted 
off  our chests,” Aldaya said. “Being able to sweep 
Canisius and play together as a unit gave us a showing 
of  how good we can be and how we should play if  we 
want to be successful in the future.”

Before the road trip, the Broncs took on Fairleigh 
Dickinson (0-17, 0-2 NEC) at Alumni Gym on Sept. 
21 in the team’s last non-conference game of  the 
season.

After a closely contested first set, which Rider won 
28-26, the team took care of  business with relative 
ease, winning the second and third sets by a score of  
25-13 and 25-15, respectively.

Rider then travelled to New York state, facing 
Niagara (4-12, 2-2 MAAC). Rider won the first set 
25-21 after a solid offensive team performance, having 
committed only three errors while making 12 team 
kills in that opening set.

The second set was another close contest, until the 
Purple Eagles went on a 5-1 run, tying the score at 20 
points. Unfortunately for the Broncs, the third set did 
not go well, with the Broncs committing eight team 
attack errors. 

Despite the debacle, the team had a chance to win 
right at the end of  the set, but Niagara won the third 

set 28-26. Niagara closed the fourth set with a 25-23 
win to pick up the match win by a score of  3-1.

With their backs against the wall and looking to 
get their first MAAC win, the Broncs went to Canisius 
(3-10, 1-3 MAAC) and produced one of  their better 
all-around team efforts of  the season. 

The first set in the game started with Rider taking 
a 17-13 lead and a kill from sophomore outside hitter 
Savannah Logan jump started an 8-3 run to win the 
opening set 25-16.

The second set was similar to the first, with Rider 
only committing four team errors in each set. The 
team had 11 kills, as it won the second set 25-17. A 
6-0 run in the middle of  the third set gave the Broncs 
the necessary momentum to close out the sweep and 
win the set 25-16.

It was an efficient outing for Rider against 
Canisius. Four different Broncs had at least seven 
kills in that game. Aldaya had 14 digs in the game 
and senior Veronica Koval compiled a game-high 30 
assists.

Aldaya credited the win to the teamwork the 
Broncs were able to produce. The team also main-
tained consistency when it had a set lead. Rider has 
surrendered set leads in two of  their three conference 
losses this season.

“Against Canisius, we played very clean and sided 
out easily,” Aldaya said. “We were able to control our 
game and not play down to their level. Being able to 
play together was a huge benefactor as well, since we 
had been struggling to do that. We focused heavily on 
our hustle and discipline, which allowed every person 
to contribute to the win.”

The Broncs continue their conference road trip on 
Sept. 28 against Manhattan (4-12, 1-2 MAAC) and 
then they face Saint Peter’s (0-9, 0-4 MAAC) on Oct. 
1. They return to Alumni Gym on Oct. 15 for four 

straight conference games.
Aldaya said it is important for the Broncs to keep 

playing as a team in order to keep earning conference 
wins to qualify for the MAAC Tournament for the sec-
ond season in a row.

“To maintain momentum, I think that we need to 
remember how the Canisius win felt, and we need to 
continue working together as a unit and not as indi-
viduals,” Aldaya said. “We have a few more games on 
the road and then a series of  matches at home, so we 
must use that home-court advantage to our strength.”

Sophomore midfielder Jessica Randazzo had a goal and two assists in Rider’s three straight wins. 
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Senior Veronica Koval compiled 30 assists in the win at Canisius.
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W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Early wins have Broncs in driver’s seat
By Carlos Toro

AFTER the women’s soccer team 
won the MAAC for the first time 
in 2014, the thought of  a second 
conference title is looking more 

and more promising after an undefeated 
start in conference play this season.

With a week to rest after picking up 
the win against Quinnipiac on Sept. 
17, the Broncs’ (5-2-2, 2-0 MAAC) 
offense kept rolling with a 3-0 win 
against Canisius on Sept. 24.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome 
said that the long rest was good for his 
team, as the Broncs had plenty of  time 
to prepare for this game.

“The great thing we had about this 
week is that we had a whole week to 
prepare,” Hounsome said. “We had the 
most training sessions to prepare in this 
whole season. Everybody was raring to 
go and we didn’t have too much to say 
to them before the game because we 
prepared all week for it.”

Junior midfielder Ellie Smith had an 
impressive game for the Broncs, scoring 
the game’s second and third goals to 
secure the win, which gave the Broncs 
the first 2-0 start in conference play in 
13 years. Rider is also undefeated in 
its last five matches, winning three of  
those games and tying two.

The Broncs got on board in the 33rd 
minute of  the game when senior back 
Heather Maierle scored her second 
goal in as many games on a penalty 
kick. 

After Rider took a 1-0 lead in its 
previous game, Quinnipiac managed 
to tie the game before Rider eventually 
won by a score of  2-1. Smith took it 
upon herself  to double the Broncs’ lead 
with a goal. only two minutes into the 
second half. Senior forward Caroline 
Healy got the assist when she made 
a forward pass to Smith and she 
capitalized.

Less than five minutes later, 
Smith scored again and increased 
the lead to three goals thanks to 
assists from Healy and redshirt 
junior forward Michelle Iacono. It 

was Smith’s sixth goal of  the season, 
which is already a collegiate career-high 
for goals in a season for Smith.

As much as the Broncs’ offense 
did well against the Golden Griffins 
(3-5, 1-1 MAAC), Rider’s defense also 
played a key role in the victory. Rider 
only allowed one shot from Canisius in 
the second half  of  the win. The defense 
also allowed only four shots in the first 
half  as senior goalkeeper 
Bethany-May Howard 
got another shutout, 
her third in the 
season.

While it is too 
early to determine 
who will win the 
MAAC this year, Smith 
thinks that the 2-0 start 
is indicative that the 
team is “on the way 
to doing some 
very good 
things this 
year.”

Rider senior 
midfielder Hollie 

Kelsh said that the team’s 
experience from that MAAC-

winning 2014 season and the team 
chemistry is a big reason for the strong 
start. 

“We came in with a lot of  
upperclassmen so we have experi-
ence and experience of  winning 
a MAAC championship, and the 
players who have come in settled 
quickly and we have jelled as a 
team,” Kelsh said.

The Broncs also had the added 
luxury of  fielding a healthy team 
this season. After the win against 

Quinnipiac, Hounsome said that the 
team is fit and healthy. That is 

something that he never had, 
even in the 2014 season, when 
the team played in the NCAA 
tournament for the first time in 

program history.
The Broncs are just one of  

three teams in the MAAC to still have 
an undefeated conference record, along 
with Siena and Monmouth, but only 
Rider has five overall wins in the season 
thus far. No other team in the confer-
ence has won five games. 

“We have to recover from [the 
Canisius win] and then get ready to get 
three points [on Sept. 28,]” Hounsome 
said.

To start the season, Rider hosted 
then No. 10 Rutgers and had to deal 
with a tough non-conference schedule 
that included facing off  against teams 
such as Bucknell and Saint Joseph’s.

The long rest for the Broncs also is 
needed, considering the fact that the 
team played in four straight overtime 
games before conference play began. 
The last three games of  that stretch 
ended in double overtime. 

The Broncs will now have their 
first taste of  MAAC play on the road 

this season, going to Jersey City to 
face off  against Saint Peter’s on Sept. 8, 
and then making a trip to Niagara for a 
game on Oct. 1.

Kelsh said that the team believes it 
has what it takes to win a second con-
ference title in three years. So far, it’s 
hard to argue that the Broncs are not at 
least a contender this year. Kelsh said 
that the team needs to stay focused and 
not let success get into its head.

“I think we believe we are more 
than capable of  winning the confer-

ence this season,” Kelsh said. 
“We have a very talented team 

and we know it’s important 
not to get carried away 
too much and take one 
game at a time. We are a 
strong team and we are 
in good shape.”

T E N N I S

Rider rolls into �rst winning streak since 2011
By Carlos Toro

THE Rider women’s tennis team picked up its first 
two wins of  the season after a complete sweep 
of  St. Francis Brooklyn on Sept. 24 and against 
Monmouth on Sept. 29.

The Broncs started well against the Terriers when 
they won all three of  their doubles matches. All six 
Broncs then proceeded to win their singles matches. 
Freshman Vanessa Canda had to battle back from a 
first set loss against Terriers junior Laura Dimante 
to win the second set 6-4 and the tiebreaker set by a 
score of  10-5.

Freshman Cyd Melendez, who picked up her first 
collegiate victory when she defeated Terriers freshman 
Sara Bognadovic in straight sets, said that the early 
season win was big for the team.

“This win was important for us,” Melendez said. 
“It’ll energize us and gives us confidence for the 
matches coming ahead. I think if  we stick together 
and keep working hard, we’ll have success throughout 

the season. Every player has things to work on, but, 
by working together and with our coaches, we will 
improve. I think this team has a lot of  potential.”

As for the men, they suffered a tough home loss 
to the Terriers on Sept. 21. The Broncs did pick up 
a doubles win when the duo of  sophomore Brandon 
Gildea and freshman Griffin Clark won 6-2. 

Sophomore Ryan Ciaccio picked up his second 
straight singles win of  the season when he defeated 
St. Francis Brooklyn freshman Tim Cecere in straight 
sets.

Griffin said that, despite the loss, he saw a lot of  
good in the team’s performance.

“We were in it and I think everybody, including 
myself, played really well,” Clark said. “It’s just that 
St. Francis Brooklyn is just a good team. I was hitting 
my shots. It’s just theirs were a little more solid and 
they were a little bit more experienced.” 

The women were not done winning. Against 
Monmouth, the team swept the Hawks in doubles 

competition with both Canda and Melendez also 
picking up straight set victories in their singles 
competition.

Rider defeated Monmouth by a score of  6-1 and 
the Broncs are now on their first win streak since the 
2011 fall season when they beat Rutgers Camden and 
Monmouth. The win against Monmouth also marks 
exactly five years since that win.

The women will next compete in the Villanova 
Invitational from Sept. 30-Oct. 2. They return home 
for a non-conference game against Wagner on Oct. 
4. The men’s next match will be when they host 
Northern Kentucky on Sept. 29.

Clark said that facing a team like Northern 
Kentucky will benefit the team moving forward.

“They played some really good teams this year 
when I looked at their schedule,” Clark said. “I think 
that will benefit us even more.”
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has what it takes to win a second con-
ference title in three years. So far, it’s 
hard to argue that the Broncs are not at 
least a contender this year. Kelsh said 
that the team needs to stay focused and 
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“I think we believe we are more 
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Junior Ellie Smith scored two goals in 
the win against Canisius on Sept. 24. 
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