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Senior Bronc Buddies Meredith Eger (top left), Rachel Friedman (bottom left) and Shelby Bartholomew (right) help freshmen move onto 
campus on Sept. 4. Upperclassmen moved in the following day, and classes began on Sept. 7, kicking off the fall semester. 

Dean’s office to Windy City: Campbell retires
By Shanna O’Mara

AFTER 17 years of  dedicated service to Rider and 
the students who call the university home, Dean 
of  Students Anthony Campbell descended the 
stairs of  the Bart Luedeke Center one last time.

Campbell’s retirement became effective on Aug. 26 
as Westminster’s Associate Dean of  Students Cindy 
Threatt stepped into the interim role. 

Campbell’s email to his cranberry family stated 
that he would retire and move to work with nonprofit 
organizations.

 “I was looking at working with dropouts in 
Trenton and Camden,” he said. “Because I chair the 
Trenton Public Education Foundation, I’d get to work 
with some of  the organizations I was with.”

Campbell began networking with members of  
corporations who donated money to families as part 
of  “social responsibility” projects. However, upon 
announcing his departure from the school, a new 
opportunity sprang up.

“I’ve been thinking about this retirement thing 
really seriously since June,” he said. “I was working 
with the university to arrange it, and I announced it in 
July. I said, ‘Okay, it’s time.’ But sometimes God works 
in strange ways.”

Citing his spiritual guidance as the reason for 
change, Campbell looks forward to his altered, yet still 
bright, future.

“God had a different plan for me,” he said. “I 
announced my retirement on a Tuesday afternoon. 
On Wednesday, I had a phone call from a search firm 
that said, ‘Would you mind looking at an interim posi-
tion somewhere?’ The next day, they told me it was a 
Catholic school in Chicago. On Friday, they sent me 

the job description [for St. Xavier University.] They 
told me to get my stuff  in by Sunday if  I was inter-
ested. They interviewed me by telephone on Friday, 
Skyped me on Monday, and that afternoon, they gave 
me an offer.”

Although Campbell hadn’t heard of  St. Xavier 
before the job offer, he felt compelled to accept it 
based on the nature of  the university. 

“How does a Catholic kid turn down a school run 
by nuns with a social justice mission? I accepted, and 
it went like that,” he said, snapping his fingers. “It’s 
been a whirlwind. Three weeks ago, I didn’t even 
know St. Xavier was out there. Now I’m vice president 
of  student affairs there.”

Although Campbell was looking forward to serving 
his community through nonprofit work, he will still 
have the chance to impact people whose lives mirror 
his own. Campbell is the son of  a machinist father and 
a secretary mother, neither of  whom attended college. 
He is also the first of  his cousins to seek higher educa-
tion and hopes to influence those who chose a similar 
path.

“I wanted to do something that had more of  a 
direct impact on the kind of  population that I was 
growing up,” he said. “What I love about the popula-
tion [of  the school] is it’s a lot of  kids from under-
represented populations. It’s very much a social justice 
mission. It’s helping people move forward, and it’s 
doing it in a way that I know how.”

Campbell has experience on the boards of  the 
Mill Hill Child Family Development Center, and the 
Mercer County Alcohol and Drug Addiction Council. 
Since 2007, he has served as chair of  the New Jersey 
Commission for National and Community Service 

and was also a chair of  the Trenton Public Education 
Foundation. Still, his longest relationship has been 
with the Broncs. Serving as associate vice president of  
student affairs and dean of  students since May 1999, 
Campbell has had much time to create lasting bonds 
with those he has worked alongside.

He credits the foundation of  the Bonner 
Leadership Program as his greatest achievement 
while in office, with the original five members grow-
ing to now 60. “Seeing the impact they have on the 
community” has inspired him to work with several 
student groups, including the Student Government 
Association (SGA). SGA 
invested in the turf  fields 
and dining halls, two 

The Bronc 
claims top 
spot in NJ
By Lauren Lavelle 

RIDER’S 107.7 The Bronc was named best 
college radio station in the state on June 
23 at the 2016 New Jersey Broadcaster’s 
Association Conference (NJBA) in 

Atlantic City.
“What’s great about this particular award is 

that the students were there to experience it,” 
said John Mozes, The Bronc’s general man-
ager. “You don’t get that a lot with awards, in 
general. It’s priceless.”

“To be recognized by professionals in the 
industry is huge,” said senior Matt Burril, a 
digital media major and The Bronc’s student 
general manager. “It feels great to bring some-
thing to the university. That’s our main goal.”

Now in its 69th year, the NJBA Conference 
provides recognition and praise to news and 
broadcast stations across New Jersey. Recently, 
the association added college radio stations to the 
mix with a Best College Radio Station achieve-
ment award called 
the Best of  the 
Best Award. 

Dean of Students Anthony Campbell helps Bronc Buddies unload 
freshmen vehicles during move-in day on Sept. 6, 2015. 
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TASK FORCE MEMBERS NEEDED

IN MAY, THE UNIVERSITY Academic Policy Committee (UAPC) passed 
an Engaged Learning Proposal, which establishes a task force 
that will include one bargaining-unit faculty member from each 
of the following schools: Liberal Arts and Sciences, Secondary 

Education, Westminster College of the Arts and the College of 
Business Administration. The task force will make recommendations 
for items to be included in a list of high-impact practices from which 
students may select those of interest to meet this new graduation 
requirement. It will also further refine and clarify the criteria for how 
to meet the engaged learning proposal requirements.

Persons who wish to nominate a colleague are asked to do so 
no later than Sept. 8. Self-nominations are welcome. Please send all 
nominations to Joel Phillips at phillips@rider.edu. The UAPC plans 
to appoint these individuals on Sept. 13, and those selected will be 
notified shortly thereafter.

Page 2

Golf cart mystery
Grand Theft Auto: Golf Cart Edition. 

From Aug. 8 to 22, Public Safety has 
received eight reported incidents of golf 
carts being stolen from their parking 
spaces. The act is considered auto theft, 
and Public Safety wants the culprits to 
resist their urges for late night joy rides 
because the sanctioning is at a higher 
level. In some cases, suspects have been 
identified, and those cases have been 
referred to the Office of Community 
Standards.

A fishy situation
Looks like someone wanted to put a 

�shing pole to use. On Aug. 25 at 10:50 
a.m., Public Safety was dispatched to 
Centennial Lake in response to a crimi-
nal mischief call. Upon arrival, o�cers 
noticed a no �shing sign attached to 
a pole had been knocked over. Public 
Safety is now in possession of the sign 
and the pole, and urges anyone with 
information about the incident to con-
tact them immediately.

Smoke Show
Rider’s heaters are too hot to handle.  

On Aug. 18 at 11:14 p.m., Public Safety 
responded to a fire alarm in Switlik 
Residence Hall. Upon arrival, officers 
went to the room that was indicated on 
the alarm panel, knocked on the door 
and received no answer. When access 
was obtained, officers realized the room 
was smoke-filled and identified the 
source of the problem was the heater. 
Lawrence Fire Department was noti-
fied, and they promptly ventilated the 
area. There was no damage to any of the 
property inside the room.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C 

S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Daniel Kingsley, Daniela Merino and Isabella Cadavid sat in the press 
box at Madison Square Garden during the National Invitation Tournament  
final on March 31. Nine students from Professor Chuck Bausman’s sports 
reporting class attended the event.

Em
ily

 K
el

ly
/T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

By Shanna O’Mara

BETTA Neish Elliott, the wife of  Dr. Frank N. Elliott, who served as Rider’s fourth president from 
1969 to 1990, passed away on July 3 at the age of  87. 

Elliott grew up in Aliquippa, Pennsylvania, lived in Hightstown and graduated from 
Grove City College in 1951. 

Elliott served on the Children’s Auxiliary Committee at Mercer Medical Center and as a 
deacon at the Presbyterian Church of  Lawrenceville. She moved to Meadow Lakes Senior Living 
Facility, where she was an active member of  the Health Committee and created the Volunteer 
Driving Program. 

She is predeceased by her husband and son, Robert, and survived by daughters Susan Elliott-
Crespin and Ann Neish Elliott, granddaughters Sonrisa Crespin, Heather Crespin and Bethany 
Pierce, sons-in-law David Crespin and Thomas Pierce, brother Don and sister-in-law Florence.

Contributions may be made to the Frank and Betta Elliott Memorial Scholarship at Rider in her honor. 

Betta Elliott remembered for volunteering, serving

By Pauline Theeuws

OVER the summer, the university announced its new bach-
elor’s degree in sports media, one among several new 
programs, and many students already support it. 

As the sports industry continues to evolve, stu-
dents wish for a gold medal as they become experienced and 
receive a more specialized education for the growing media 
landscape, Associate Professor of  Journalism Aaron Moore 
said.

“There is a lot of  student demand for more academic 
focus on sports media because the industry and the job mar-
ket continues to grow,” said Moore. “Sports is no longer seen 
as a diversion; it’s a thriving industry that requires expertise.”

The new major was successfully introduced last spring 
with a course in sports reporting taught by Professor Chuck 
Bausman, which gave 11 students the opportunity to truly 
experience reporting live sports events. 

“Students will learn how to communicate along multi-
platforms using sports as their main focus,” Moore said. 
“They will learn to be better communicators, writers, vid-
eographers by using sports as the driving force behind their 
academic and professional development.” 

This main focus is now made possible with the introduc-
tion of  new communication courses in sports television and 
field production, sports multimedia reporting and sports 
feature writing. 

The major also includes other communication, business 
and marketing courses, and requires 48 credits to graduate. 

Even though the project of  building a new major in sports 
media was first introduced two years ago, Moore sees few 
challenges as “the mindset about sports has changed.”

However, this new addition makes Rider one of  the 
few schools within the New York and Philadelphia area to 
incorporate a sports media major into a communication and 
journalism program. 

Moore shared his vision. “Our goal and our expectation is 
that Rider will be seen in the tri-state area as having an elite 
sports media program. Sports used to be considered the ‘toy 
box’ of  news. It was seen as frivolous and not as important 
as other hard news. Now sports is considered a serious and 
important topic, a topic of  substance. There are still some 
with an out-of-touch idea that sports is not important or 
worth analysis.”

As the internship coordinator, Moore also believes that the 

degree will be even more beneficial for future interns. 
“Our students have done so well interning with pro and 

college sports programs, along with sports media outlets, that 
Rider is a known commodity in the industry as a place that 
produces prepared and talented students,” he said. “This 
new program will continue to give our students who have 
the name Rider University attached to them a boost in the 
internship and job market.”

If  a team needs players to be successful, the introduction 
of  a new major needs no less teamwork. The project was 
made possible with the help of  multiple faculty members, 
including Professor of  Communication Pamela Brown, 
Assistant Professor of  Communication Shawn Kildea, 
Professor of  Communication Barry Janes, Assistant Professor 
of  Communication Jackie Incolingo and Moore as well as 
Vice President for Enrollment Management Jamie O’Hara. 

The new bachelor’s degree in sports media will officially 
enter the game on Sept. 7 when all classes start. 

New major gets in the game

By Thomas Regan

A FORMER student who was expelled for allegedly sexually assaulting a female 
student has filed a lawsuit against Rider, after he said the university disciplined 
him without an investigation.

The student, identified as “John Doe” in the Aug. 11 lawsuit, said the uni-
versity suspended him based solely on the female student’s account of  the night that 
he allegedly sexually assaulted her.

“Rather than investigating [the two women involved], Jane Roe’s and Jane Roe 
2’s allegations, the university blindly accepted them,” a copy of  the lawsuit said. “In 
a rush to convict John and brand him a sexual predator, Rider immediately, without 
any investigation, suspended John from the university.” 

Though the student was not prosecuted in the Mercer County Prosecutor’s office, 
Rider continued the suspension, while it conducted “the most perfunctory of  inves-
tigations,” the lawsuit claims. 

Rider would not answer questions about the suit.
“Rider University is committed to fostering an environment of  mutual respect 

throughout our community as reflected in our policies, mission and values,” 
Assistant Vice President of  University Communications and Marketing Kristine 
Brown said. “Sexual assault, harassment or discrimination of  any kind is not 
acceptable here. While federal law prevents us from discussing individual student’s 

educational or disciplinary records, we believe our anti-harassment and non-dis-
crimination policy and processes are fair, equitable and impartial.  These processes 
are followed in all reported incidents.”

The lawsuit says the incident occurred early in the morning on Oct. 18, when 
John Doe and his friend, identified as “Joe Doe” in the lawsuit, found two freshman 
women in the men’s bathroom. The four freshmen talked, and John and Joe invited 
the two women back to Joe’s dorm room, the lawsuit claims. 

Inside the dorm room, John Doe and the victim of  the alleged assault, identi-
fied as “Jane Roe,” went to the bed of  Joe’s roommate, who was not in the dorm. 
Meanwhile, Joe Doe and the second freshman woman, identified as “Jane Roe 2” 
went to Joe’s bed. The lawsuit said Joe Doe passed out from his alcohol intake, and 
Jane Roe 2 left the dorm room.

John Doe and Jane Roe remained in the room and began “consensual kissing and 
light touching,” but the lawsuit says there was no sexual intercourse, and the encoun-
ter was interrupted by banging on the door by several friends asking for Jane Roe.

Jane Roe exited the dorm with her shirt on backwards and a hickey on her neck, 
forcing one of  her friends to confront John Doe, the lawsuit claims.

John Doe assured the man that everything that happened was consensual and 
went back to bed, before he was awoken by Public Safety at 5 a.m. that morning, 
the lawsuit said. 

Alleged sexual offender slams university with lawsuit 
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News

By Carlos Toro

RIDER underwent some changes in the administra-
tion this past summer, including naming Kristine 
Brown as the school’s new assistant vice president 
for university communications and marketing.

As part of  her new role, which Brown has had 
since early July, she is excited to start working with the 
students now that classes have begun.

“I love it,” Brown said. “It’s been great and really 
fun, and I can’t wait for the semester to really get 
underway and get going with all of  the good stuff  this 
campus has to offer.” 

Brown said that she has been in the position on 
a full-time basis for approximately two months, but 
since February, she has been in the position on an 
interim basis. Once the search for candidates to fill 
that position was complete, Brown said that she had to 
go through the proper steps just like everyone else who 
applied. She said that she felt blessed being selected 
for the job.

“It was a full interview process,” Brown said. “I had 
to apply, just like any other candidate, and go through 
the interview process, which I guess took a couple 
of  months. I interviewed with many other people on 
campus, both in larger group settings and individual 
interviews with many other people. It was not a 
foregone conclusion that I would be selected from the 
beginning.”

The job comes with various responsibilities and 
duties. She said that while she does not report directly 
to President Gregory Dell’Omo, she is in communica-
tion with him almost on a daily basis on a variety of  

topics and projects. She says that she reports to Vice 
President of  University Advancement Jonathan Meer.

“So we serve a variety of  different functions,” 
Brown said. “We handle all the external and internal 
communications for the university. We do a lot of  pub-
lications, a lot of  graphic design work. For example, 
we help student affairs with all of  their posters and 
flyers and different things that they’re doing. We help 
the Rebovich Institute promote their events and what 
they’re doing. We manage our website, which is the 
News at Rider. We handle media relations, which is 
more like traditional public relations. If  a newspaper 
is working on a story on-campus, we are the liaison. 
We also are responsible for the alumni magazine. 
We do other things like the honor roll of  donors for 
alumni, fundraising and responsible for social media 
for the university, so stuff  like Facebook, Twitter and 
Instagram come out of  this office.”

Brown came to Rider in September of  2013 to 
help handle the public relations aspect of  the school 
administration, which included writing press releases, 
dealing with the media and working in social media 
among other roles. 

In terms of  who is going to fill her previous role, 
Brown said that she will handle most of  the duties 
while the rest will be divided up among the staff. She 
said that there won’t be someone to fill the exact role 
that she had.

Brown said that she spent years doing public 
relations for hospitals, for the state government and 
said that in her two decades in this line of  work, she 
has not worked with a better staff  than the one she 

currently works with.
“I may be head of  the department and that comes 

with responsibilities for the management of  this office, 
but we really have an incredible team,” Brown said. 
“I have never worked with such talented and creative 
people. They make this job really enjoyable to work in 
every single day. They have great ideas, they’re inno-
vative, they’re creative and I couldn’t ask for a better 
group of  people to work with. They make everything 
we do better and stronger.”

Familiar face takes on new role in administration

Kristine Brown was promoted in July, taking on the full-time 
position of assistant vice president for communications and 
marketing. She has served in the interim role since February.
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$1.45 million grant bolsters urban schools
By Gianluca D’Elia 

FINDING good science teachers and 
keeping them in high-need urban 
school districts is a daunting task, 
but a $1.45 million grant from the 

National Science Foundation’s Noyce 
Teacher Scholarship Program — one 
of  the largest grants Rider has ever 
received — will help student teachers 
change that. 

The science department aims to use 
this grant to create a program called 
STEMerge, which will recruit, develop 
and deliver a “sustainable pipeline” of  
science teachers to low-income com-
munities such as Camden, Freehold and 
Trenton, where teachers are unlikely 
to stay for more than five years, said 
Associate Chemistry Professor Dr. 
Danielle Jacobs. 

“There’s something to be said about 
longevity,” Jacobs said. “If  most of  
your teachers are just novice teach-
ers and there’s always a new batch, 
you’re not giving your students the best 
education.”

Thanks to the grant, Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM) educators will be trained in 
areas such as classroom management, 
working with diverse student popula-
tions and using civic engagement in 
science courses, according to Jacobs. 

“The grant is allowing for some new 
things,” Jacobs said. “We will have a 
focus on culturally-responsive classroom 
management. Teachers anywhere cite 
that the most difficult thing in their 

first few years of  teaching is classroom 
management.” 

A lack of  STEM educators is a 
nationwide trend that has been recog-
nized by the Department of  Education 
(DOE). According to DOE statistics, 
only 16 percent of  American students 
who are proficient in mathemat-
ics express interest in a career in the 
STEM field.  

Placing STEM and education 
majors in districts with an urgent need 
for quality teachers also provides an 
opportunity to recruit future teachers 
that can eventually return to school 
districts like their own as teachers, 
said Jacobs. The program will recruit 
students from Brookdale Community 
College, Burlington and Camden 
County Colleges, and area high schools. 

“It’s intuitive that where you’re most 
comfortable teaching is where you grew 
up,” Jacobs explained. “I grew up in 
East Brunswick, so if  I wanted to teach 
high school, I would feel most com-
fortable there or another suburb like 
it — so it follows that a student from 
an urban district would be more likely 
to want to stay and live in a district like 
that.

“Our idea is that if  we recruit from 
underrepresented populations and put 
them through the pipeline and deliver 
them to these districts and put them in 
these underserved districts, they’ll be far 
more likely to stay than someone who’s 
not from that kind of  district.”

Jacobs said the pipeline program will 

also provide induction support through 
mentorship.

“It’s important to have a network. 
Anyone [teachers] can use as a sound-
board, anyone who can discuss the 
problems that they’re having, espe-
cially ones at urban districts where you 
wouldn’t find in other districts. We 
hope to have either Rider faculty or 
alumni serve as mentors and also for 
teachers in the district itself, so it would 
be at least two mentors per scholar.” 

The grant will also allow for finan-
cial support to student teachers in the 
new program, which is essential in 
districts that may not be able to provide 
funding for classroom demos or even 
paper copies, Jacobs said.

“The reason we have this grant 
pipeline is because there are not a lot 
of  great science teachers,” Jacobs said. 
“The reason I’m a professor is because 
I had the best chemistry teacher in high 
school, and I just knew I wanted to 
study chemistry, and then I had the best 
professors in college — it’s all about the 
teachers. Not everyone has that. There 
are superb STEM teachers out there, 
but retaining teachers is difficult, and in 
urban districts it’s even harder. And it’s 
really not fair that I got this inspiration 
to become a professor and someone 
down the road in Trenton may not have 
had that — it’s unequal access.” 

The Noyce Scholarship Program will 
begin to accept students in Fall 2017, 
and is available to juniors majoring in 
STEM and education. 

NEW SECURITY MEASURES

“NEW FOR THIS YEAR is the fact that 
we are no longer closing the 
main gate from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. 
every day as we have done in the 

past and directing traffic during that 
time via the south gate. The main gate 
will remain open except for special 
events along the mall,” according to 
an email from university officials.

“The decision was made to reflect 
the welcoming campus we are 
and to be in line with practices at 
Westminster and other campuses 
across the country,” Kristine Brown, 
assistant vice president for marketing 
and communications, said. 

Although the gate will remain 
open during the night, safety is still a  
top priority for students on campus.

“We at Rider work hard to help 
keep our campuses safe with Public 
Safety coverage 24 hours a day, seven 
days a week,” Brown said. “We added 
a position at the back of campus and 
have cameras and emergency blue 
lights located across both campuses.  
We also offer our student escort and a 
variety of other safety related services.”

Public Safety and the Student 
Government Association are partner-
ing to make September “Campus 
Safety Month.” The “lock, don’t 
prop” campaign will be launched at 
Awareness Day, and director of Public 
Safety Vickie Weaver will address 
safety issues at the first Senate session 
on Tuesday, Sept. 13.
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projects that brought students and 
staff  together to better the university.

“There’s never anything I did; 
it’s what we did,” Campbell said. 
“The talented staff  and students 
made things happen — the Student 
Success Center, the supplemental 
instruction program, the changes in 
the career services, the dining hall 
and resident apartments. I couldn’t 
have done all of  that on my own.”

As he left the Dean’s Suite in 
Lawrenceville, another prominent 
figure in the Rider community 
stepped in. Threatt was “honored, 
excited and incredibly fortunate” to 
assume the role of  interim dean of  
students. 

She began her work at Rider in 
2001 as the director of  residence 
life, and she was named the associate 
dean of  students for the Westminster 
campus in 2015. 

“In each of  the roles I’ve played 
here at the institution, I’ve had the 
opportunity to build wonderful 
relationships with students,” Threatt 
said. “Each position allows me to 
connect with different individual stu-
dents, dependent upon the role that 
I’m playing and how a student might 

need to access that particular role. 
I expect now that I’ll get to connect 
even more deeply with students,” 
she said.

She also looks forward to building 
“more intentional relationships with 
faculty” as she assumes high status 
on both campuses.

“I’ve had quite a bit of  collab-
orative, inclusive relationships with 
various administrative offices across 
both campuses, and that has contin-
ued to grow as my position changed. 
I’ve built really great relationships 
over the years, and I expect this role 
to give me a platform to continue to 
do that in larger numbers.”

Although the job comes with new 
stress and responsibility, Threatt is 
not threatened by the amount of  
work headed her way.

“I’m not really nervous because 
we have so many wonderful people 
in this division that, regardless of  
who sits in this role, they’re going 
to continue to work really hard on 
behalf  of  students all the time,” she 
said. “It’s a big job, but we’re a big 
team.”

From Bronc to Cougar, 
Dean Campbell takes 
next step in Chicago

While Mozes appreciates the 
acknowledgement, he is more enthu-
siastic about the opportunities the 
conference provides for the students. 

“It’s a learning opportunity,” said 
Mozes. “We created a student seminar 
about five years ago to try and encour-
age students to come to the conference, 
so they can learn and network.”

Mozes feels the award is even more 
of  an achievement because the overall 
judgment is heavily weighted on the 
opinion of  out-of-state professionals.

“To make it fair, another state 
broadcast association’s professionals 
and experts evaluate it,” said Mozes. 
“It’s coming from an unbiased source, 
so it gives it more prestige and honor.”

The Bronc, which boasts several acco-
lades, including earning the 15th spot on 
The Princeton Review’s Best College Radio 
Station list in 2015, is not an average 
amateur broadcasting station. 

“We’re a college radio station that 
gives our students a truly engaged 
learning experience, but at the same 

time, we operate the station as close to 
a professional radio station as we can,” 
said Mozes. “So, when you hear The 

Bronc, it doesn’t sound like a college 
radio station. We gear it as much as we 
can toward a commercial radio station, 
and I think that’s what sets us apart.”

Burrill agrees.
“I think we break our backs more 

than anyone else when it comes to col-
lege radio stations in New Jersey,” said 
Burrill. “We have a great, dedicated 
staff  and the best mentor in the busi-
ness. What I learn here propels what 
I’ll be doing in the actual industry.”

Mozes and his students look forward 
to making use of  their achievement by 
sponsoring several events throughout 
the year including two new events: Top 
Chef: Cluck You and Dessert Wars: Let 
Them Eat Cake. 

“There will be a bunch of  things for 
people to do that will definitely attract 
students,” said Mozes. 

107.7 The Bronc deemed ‘the best of the best’ in NJ

107.7 The Bronc manager John Mozes (center), communication department chair Shawn Kildea 
(right) and the radio station staff accept the Best of the Best Award at the 2016 New Jersey 
Broadcaster’s Association Conference on June 23.
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New dean intends for ‘college of excellence’
By Pauline Theeuws

FORMER Associate Dean of  the College of  Liberal 
Arts and Sciences Dr. Jonathan Millen succeeded 
Dr. Patricia Mosto as dean of  the college on July 1, 
and his vision for the school includes strengthening 

the student voice for the college.
Millen, who came to Rider as a professor in the 

department of  communication and journalism in 
1991, wants to hold onto his ability to interact with 
students by introducing a Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(LAS) student advisory group.

Millen envisions the group to consist of  students, 
freshmen to seniors, within different majors. He 
wants to give a “student voice to the college” through 
unfiltered conversations about various academic top-
ics. Although the level of  formality and the frequency 
of  meetings are still undetermined, Millen welcomes 
student input throughout the fall semester while the 

idea becomes reality.
Although he juggled teaching while being the 

associate dean and department chair during his career, 
Millen plans to focus exclusively on his new role.

“I am not planning on teaching any courses in the 
first year,” Millen said. “Once I have a better sense of  
the position, I will reassess for the following academic 
year.  I know I will miss working with students in the 
classroom, but I am not convinced that I will be able 
to give them my undivided attention while getting 
acclimated to my new responsibilities.”

Millen seems excited for his vision of  the depart-
ment’s future. 

“My vision is for LAS to be a college of  excellence:  
excellent students learning from excellent faculty 
within excellent programs,” Millen said. 

It is a vision he is confident can be accomplished 
with his team that welcomed two new members: 

Dr. Kelly Bidle, professor of  biology and behavioral 
neuroscience, who has taken on the role of  director of  
academics, and Eileen Gurwitz, the assistant dean of  
the college. 

“They join Michele Figueroa, Theresa Lesko, Terri 
Marriott and Lauren Nicolosi; together we will be 
well-equipped to serve our students, faculty and the 
university as a whole,” Millen said. 

Millen finished by sharing that, although he 
remains unsure of  where this position will take him, 
for now all his attention is focused on his first five 
years in office. 

“I would not be surprised if  I were to end up retir-
ing after this position nor would I be surprised if  this 
position opens other windows of  opportunity down 
the road,” Millen said. 
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CAREERWEEK
Presented by Career Development and Success (CDS)

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Contact Career Development & Success 

1.609.896.5058  
www.rider.edu/careers

Starting Tuesday, September 20, 2016
Events are open to all majors and attire is casual. Refreshments provided at all evening events.

WEEKWEEK

1. September 20, 2016
 a. CDS Open House: snacks and Bronc 

Bucks giveaways!  9:30 to 11 a.m.,  
BLC 237

 b. Pizza Career Talk with Guy Del Grande 
‘83, ‘90, President and CEO, Tekmark 
Global Solutions and John Fair ‘03 
President and Chief Operating  
Officer, Evofem  11:30 to 1 p.m.,  
BLC 237

 c. “Making the Most of Networking”  
sponsored by Enterprise  5:15 to  
6:15 p.m., SWG 115 

2. September 21, 2016
 a. Resume Blitz: 9:30 to 11 a.m.  

& 1 to 4 p.m. On-site Professional  
Partners: EisnerAmper and 1st Advantage 
Mortgage, FA 207 & SWG 335/336

 b. “How to Prepare for the Career Fair”   
11:30 to 12:30 p.m., SWG 115

 c. “Dress for Success” sponsored by Macy’s  
5:15 to 6:15 p.m., SWG 115

3. September 22, 2016
 a. Resume Blitz: 9:30 to 11 a.m.  

& 1 to 4 p.m.  On-site Professional  
Partners: Johnson & Johnson and Fastenal, 
FA 207 & SWG 335/336 

 b. “How to Prepare for the Career Fair” 
11:30 to 12:30 p.m., NAB 128

 c. “Building Your Brand” sponsored by  
Tanisha Russell Day ‘00, ‘03, Founder and  
Managing Consultant, KEY HR Consulting 
LLC  5:15 to 6:15 p.m., SWG 115

4. September 23, 2016
 a. CDS Café: snacks and Bronc Bucks 

giveaways!  10 to 2 p.m., BLC 237 
5. September 26, 2016
 a. Resume Blitz: 9:30 to 11 a.m.  

& 1 to 6 p.m.  On-site Professional  
Partners: Verus LLC and KPMG, 
FA 207 & SWG 335/336

CAREER
DEVELOPMENT
AND SUCCESS
AT RIDER UNIVERSITY Approved by Campus Life



By Samantha Brandbergh

AS summer comes to a close and 
classes begin, a sea of  newcomers 
have begun to flood campus. It’s 
time to meet the freshman class 

of  2020. 
According to Jennifer Cafiero-

Therien, director of  enrollment plan-
ning and reporting, this year’s freshman 
class consists of  894 students across 
both campuses, which is a 3 percent 
increase from last year. 

The female-to-male ratio has also 
risen, with the freshman class being 62 
percent female compared to 55 percent 
last year. 

The most popular female name 
is Alexis and the most popular male 
name is Michael, which has stayed 
stagnant for several years, according to 
Cafiero-Therien. 

The freshman class is home to 27 
students from outside the country, 
international and domestic, represent-
ing two U.S. territories, one military 
location and three American students 
who reside abroad. The international 
population consists of  students repre-
senting 16 countries. 

 While 71 percent of  the fresh-
men hail from the Garden State, the 
remaining 29 percent are mostly from 
New York, Pennsylvania, California, 
Connecticut, Florida and Maryland. In 

total, the freshman class comes from 25 
states. 

Among these freshmen, the most 
popular majors are accounting, busi-
ness administration, psychology, music 
education, biology, musical theater, 
elementary education, communica-
tion, marketing and undecided liberal 
arts, with 60 percent of  the freshmen 
enrolled in these majors. 

For many students, their freshman 
year of  college is the door to new 
opportunities, so it’s no surprise why 
the class of  2020 is eager to start its 
new chapter at Rider. 

Carissa Zanfardino, a global studies 
major from Long Island, New York, 
recalls her warm welcome when she 
first toured the campus, despite the 
snow on the ground. 

“Although it was freezing cold, I 
loved it,” she said. “I felt extremely wel-
come on campus and everyone I came 
across both on the tour and just walking 
around were extremely friendly — even 
though we were just another family 
touring the school.”

Zanfardino believes that with the 
assistance from Rider’s “down-to-earth” 
professors, she will be able to succeed in 
her major. 

While many students choose a col-
lege based on the offered classes, others 
determine their home for the next four 

years by what is available outside of  the 
classroom. 

Shaylene Calderon, a digital 
media: film, TV and radio major from 
Elizabeth “fell in love” with the digital 
media programs Rider has to offer and 
plans on getting involved with the radio 
station. 

“I was drawn to how much [Rider] 
promoted internships onto their stu-
dents’ lives, something that really helps 
you with your career,” she said.

Many freshmen saw Rider as their 
first choice, making the decision process 
fairly easy. However, for Ciara Sikking, 
an arts administration major from 
Buena, it took time for Rider to make 
its way up her list. 

“I liked the programs and activities 
offered on campus, but, at the time, 
it wasn’t the atmosphere that I had 
thought I wanted in a school,” she said. 
“As time went on, though, I visited 
Rider more and more for different rea-
sons and my opinions changed.”

Ultimately, it was Rider’s unique arts 
administration major that sealed the 
deal for Sikking. 

“The bottom line is that Rider is the 
only school that actually had something 
that I felt excited about studying,” she 
said. “Rider has degrees that were 
exactly what I was looking for, unlike 
other schools where I would have felt 

lost in what to study.”
As the fall semester begins and 

students get settled into their dorms, 
excitement fills the air. 

“There are so many things I am 
looking forward to this fall semester, 
I don’t even know where to begin,” 
Zanfardino said. “I am probably most 
excited to leave the normalcy I have 
always known and go out and make 
a name for myself. College is about 
beginnings and change, and I am so 
ready for both.”

Calderon, a self-described “home 
body,” however, is starting to feel the 
butterflies in her stomach. 

“[This is the] first time living on my 
own, but it’s a very liberating feeling,” 
she said. 

Despite her nerves, Calderon, like 
many incoming freshmen, is excited to 
become a Bronc.

“I cannot wait to get to know new 
people, be in a new environment and 
finally take a step into my career and 
future,” she said. 
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By Rena Carman 

THIS past summer, Westminster 
Choir College’s Kantorei choir 
went on a tour in France and 
England. They performed in Paris 

and Chartres, France; and London, 
Windsor, Ely and Cambridge, England 
from June 22 to June 30. 

The Kantorei, an award-winning 
early and contemporary music ensem-
ble, has collaborated with some of  the 
country’s leading Baroque specialists, 
such as Owen Dalby, Nancy Wilson, the 
Dark Horse Consort and Juillard 415.

Amanda Quist, the department 
chair of  conducting, organ and sacred 
music, led the choir through works 
such as Johann Sebastian Bach, Marc-
Antoine Charpentier, Herbert Norman 
Howells, William Byrd and more.

Most of  the venues the Kantorei 
performed in were churches, while only 
one, still considered a sacred place, was 
not a church.

“What makes these churches dif-
ferent is that they were created for the 
music we sang,” Lauren Lazzari, ’16, 
the Kantorei blog-runner, said. “The 
original function of  the majority of  the 
music we sang is for a sacred pur-
pose, namely worship, so the acoustics 
are well-suited for these early choral 
masterpieces.”

While the Kantorei was in Windsor, 
they were invited to tour the Eton 
College Library and view the Eton 
Choir Book, an early 16th century 
manuscript.

In Quist’s words, the tour was 
“incredible” and the book was “set with 
stunning illuminations.”

“They only bring the book out once 

or twice a year,” Quist said. “To be able 
to view it in person and with a library 
guide was truly remarkable.”

“The Eton College Library Tour 
was a real privilege,” Lazzari said. 
“Several choir members cried at the 
sight of  the Eton Choir Book. Eton was 
a small college, but we were warmly 
welcomed. Eton College Chapel was 
our last performance location, so that 
was both bittersweet and extremely 
special.”

Other performances were conducted 
in the Chartres Cathedral and The 
Lady Chapel or Ely Cathedral.

“These are very old spaces and, due 
to their design, are perfect spots for 
choral singing,” Quist said. “We have a 
few true cathedral spaces in the United 
States, but none carry the kind of  his-
tory and gravity that these spaces offer.

“To think that we were standing 
where the likes of  Thomas Tallies or 
William Byrd might have stood is rather 
sobering.” 

Tallies and Byrd were both 16th 
century composers whose music was 
performed by the Kantorei during the 
tour.

The Chartres Cathedral was 
described by Lazzari as “old and dark” 
but with “otherworldly acoustics.” In 
Saint Louis en I’lle, the Kantorei sang 
for a national music festival.

“The church was in the Baroque 
style, which I find to be the most beau-
tiful,” Lazzari said.

Both Quist and Lazzari agree 
— Paris was one of  the best cities to 
perform in. 

“Paris was magnificent for the food 
and culture,” Quist said. “It was also a 

lot of  fun to perform for their apprecia-
tive audiences.”

“Paris was probably the best city to 
perform and reside in,” Lazzari said. 
“Cambridge was wonderful to visit, 
although we only ‘performed’ on a 
street corner. But we got to visit King’s 
College, and we toured the chapel with 
a previous choral scholar.”

One thing the Kantorei choir had 
to keep in mind was the difference 
between European and American 
audiences.

“Audiences tended to react with 
great energy to the music of  Bach, 
and more reverence to Charpentier, 
whose entire litanies we performed, 
and tended to really enjoy our more 
contemporary pieces,” said Quist. 

“You never know what European 
audiences actually think about the 
performance while it’s going on,” 
Lazzari added. “Because a majority 
of  the English and French audience 
members show emotions much more 
subdued, several choir members and 
our conductor shared that audience 
members would smile at them, say 
the kindest words ever spoken with an 
emotionless face, shake the respective 

person’s hand, and walk away as if  it 
was no big deal. Some of  these kind 
words included, ‘I was moved so deeply 
hearing you all sing’ and ‘Your choir 
changed my life tonight.’”

Even though the Kantorei did 
not receive the usual responses from 
their performances, they were still 
shown how much music meant to the 
audience. 

“When we perform on campus 
at Westminster Choir College or in 
the surrounding area, the audiences 
are very vocal and appreciative. The 
European audiences are appreciative, 
but they show their appreciation in the 
things they say after the performance, 
not through clapping and cheering.” 

The Kantorei hopes to continue 
tours like these in the future, exploring 
different places and more sacred music.

“I think the next places we should go 
include Germany and Italy,” said Quist. 
“There is so much music to explore in 
those areas and so many great acoustics 
and sacred spaces.”

By Emily Klingman

PROVING you don’t have to be a 
punk to enjoy it, one of  Rider 
University’s professors had two 
of  his paintings accepted into the 

Trenton Punk Rock Flea Market’s art 
exhibit, Against the Grain — The Art of  
the Counterculture. 

Although Robert Burger, assistant 
professor of  communication, has never 
attended the market himself, he submit-
ted the work because he felt it fit in 
with the type of  art the organizers were 
looking to show.

“It’s really interesting work, not the 
usual stuff  you might see, stuff  that’s 
kind of  on edge.” he said. “My work 
is kind of  different. I don’t know if  I’d 
describe it as punk-y, but it’s surrealis-
tic, kind of  edgy.”

Burger described the works shown 
as “interesting” and “imaginative.” The 
organizers collected a wide range of  
media displayed in the show, like assem-
blage and charcoal drawings. 

Addison Vincent, exhibits coordi-
nator for Artworks, an art center in 
Trenton, explained that the show’s 
goal was to highlight great artists 
whose works aren’t typically shown in 
art galleries. Many of  these artists are 
independent artists and create their 
work to sell in flea markets like the one 
in Trenton and the Punk Rock Flea 
Market in Asbury Park.

“The whole show itself  was based 
off  of  the counterculture, and how 
punk has influenced visual arts,” said 
Vincent. “So a lot of  people thought 
that the works were just going to be 
punk inspired, but that’s not what the 
show is about. The show is about the 
counterculture, the do-it-yourself  (DIY) 
ethic of  make it and sell it, so that you 
have a few bucks in your pocket to hit 

the bars.”
For his own work, Burger said his 

two paintings were a part of  a surreal-
istic series of  animals playing musical 
instruments. One of  the paintings was 
a duo of  an ostrich playing an obo and 
a baboon playing a bassoon, where 
“they’re sort of  dressed in what you’d 
expect classical musicians to wear, like 
tuxedos, but they’re playing in a kind of  
decrepit New York subway,” he said.

The other painting in the art show 
was a trio of  a pig playing the accor-
dion, a rooster singing and a cow play-
ing the tuba. Burger said, “That one 
has kind of  a Tex-Mex feel to it.”

Also completed in the series is a 
third painting of  a solo alligator playing 
a banjo. Currently, Burger is working 
on a fourth painting, one of  a quartet 
of  animals.

“It’s a string quartet of  dinosaurs 
who are kind of  dressed in Baroque-
era costumes, and playing violins and a 
viola,” Burger said. “That one’s maybe 
halfway finished; I still got quite a bit 

to do on that. And then after that we’re 
doing a quintet. I’m kind of  working 
my way up.”

Burger explained that he is drawn 
to these kinds of  unusual subjects that 
make viewers stop and take an extra 
second to consider the work. For him, 
it’s not about creating something pretty 
for people to admire. 

“I just tend to gravitate towards 
things that are more imaginative and 
surrealistic where there’s some sort of  
concept going on,” he said. “I usually 
try and create things that make people 
think a little bit. They look at it and 
say, ‘Oh, why is this here?’ ‘Why is that 
there?’ So more surrealistic and more 
conceptual rather than just ‘Here’s 
a pretty picture of  a barn,’ ‘Here’s a 
pretty picture of  some flowers.’ I try 
and take it a step further. There’s a 
story there.” 

He said it all started from his time 
as a freelance illustrator when he was 
younger. It instilled in him a desire to 
create a story within his work.

“In the work for myself, I try and 
tell a story,” Burger said. “So there’s 
some sort of  story going on, and it’s 
up to the individual viewer as for how 
they interpret it. I know what I kind of  
thought of, but what I like is that people 
can look at my work and come up with 
their own interpretation or invent their 
own story that goes along with the 
visuals.”

After attending the opening event, 
Burger felt that his students would 
greatly benefit from seeing local art 
shows like this one. 

“I think Rider students would [enjoy 
it],” he said. “Our new chairman, 
Shawn Kildea, was at the opening and 
we were talking about possibly trying to 
schedule field trips to some art exhibits 
for the classes I teach. So that’s some-
thing I’ll be looking into, finding some 
local shows that would be interesting 
and also relate to what we’re doing in 
class.”

Vincent said that after seeing the 
show, college students would be drawn 
to the “absolutely incredible” atmo-
sphere and the welcoming sprit of  the 
art scene in Trenton. 

“The people are very warm and 
inviting, and a lot of  times people think 
of  the punk scene/counterculture as 
closed off  and very introverted, but it’s 
not,” he said. “All of  us are extremely 
open and willing to share our talents 
with people, and we like to have fun. 
That’s one of  the number one things, 
you got to balance your work and play 
time, and I think we do a good job at 
mixing the two.”

Robert Burger’s painting “Tres Mugicians.” Burger created the piece with pencil drawings, and later 
used it as a template for the final product, which was digitally created in Photoshop. 
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2020 vision: Rider through fresh eyes
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for ‘incredible’ tour abroad
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The Westminster Kantorei choir poses at King’s College in Cambridge, England after touring the chapel. 

2020 vision: Rider through fresh eyes

(Above) Members of the class of 2020 and their parents snap a photo with the Bronc before starting the new semester.  
(Right) After getting settled in their dorms, the freshman class of 2020 and their families enjoy a meal on the Campus Mall. 
(Below) Rider’s Bronc Buddies help members of the freshman class into the dorms on move-in day.

‘‘ I cannot wait to get to know new people, be in 
a new environment and finally take a step into 
my career and future,” 
 SHAYLENE CALDERON
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Safer community 
following expulsion
IT has become a topic discussed 

and debated about all across the 
nation. Countless stories speak 
through ink on newspapers or 

glow through brightly backlit articles 
online. From the girl who carried 
her mattress at Columbia, to Brock 
Turner, campus sexual assault and 
the lack of  action taken to solve the 
issues is a national discussion that 
won’t go away. 

Last October, a student, anony-
mously called “John Doe” in he 
lawsuit, allegedly sexually assaulted a 
female student. Now, he is suing the 
university in an attempt to expunge 
his record and receive reparation for 
emotional damages.

It may seem like Rider’s actions 
were hasty and unfair to John Doe.
However, it is important to note 
that most information available is 
one side of  the story. That being 
said, the case presents a shift from 
the victim-blaming reaction sexual 
assault is usually met with.

The decision to expel this student 
serves two very important purposes 
— it shows that we are willing to 
protect our students, and serves as a 
very important lesson, especially to 
incoming freshmen.

As a new year begins and espe-
cially as freshmen begin to fill our 
campus, it is important to remem-
ber that alcohol awareness and 
sexual assault prevention does not 
end when you finish taking online 
courses such as ThinkLuv. These 
programs have given you the hand-
book. But only you can follow its 
instructions.

According to the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, freshmen 
and sophomores are at greater risk 
of  being victims of  sexual assault. 
They also report that sexual assaults 
are most likely to occur between 
September and November, the 
beginning of  the semester, on week-
ends between the times of  midnight 
and 6 a.m. 

Drink responsibly. Don’t ever 
let your drunken friends get into 
situations you would avoid if  you 
were sober. Sexual assault cannot 
be blamed on drinking too much or 
frivolous behavior, but it may be a 
good decision to watch the situations 
you or your friends stumble into. 

And don’t put yourself  in a 
situation where you take advantage 
of  somone. While it’s important 
to not become the victim, it’s also 
important to never let yourself  make 
choices that make you the assaulter 
either. 

Rider’s Anti-Harassment and 
Non-Discrimination Policy states 
that “a person who is asleep or 
mentally or physically incapacitated, 
whether due to the effect of  drugs or 
alcohol, or for any other reason, is 
not capable of  giving valid consent. 
Consent is not valid if  a reason-
able person would understand that 
such a person is incapable of  giving 
consent.”

Always remember that consent 
is a black and white concept. You 

can only engage in sexual activity if  
both partners offer a clear, complete 
yes. Your partner cannot give you 
that clear yes if  they are intoxicated. 
If  you choose to take advantage of  
their inebriated state, much like the 
alleged sexual criminal may or may 
not have done, then your actions are 
immoral and what you may consider 
simple fun becomes sexual assault.

Last year, Rider’s administrators 
faced a barrage of  scrutiny on how 
they handled the situation with Jon 
Cannon, a man who was allegedly 
sneaking into dorm rooms and 
touching female students. Nearly 
all students agreed that Rider just 
didn’t do enough to stop this from 
happening multiple times. 

But this time, Rider took immedi-
ate action.

In addition, it’s prudent to point 
out that the standards of  evidence 
for Mercer County are different 
than for Rider and that could lead 
to the discrepancy between Doe not 
being convicted of  a crime but being 
expelled. Mercer County’s standard 
of  evidence is “beyond a reason-
able doubt,” whereas for Rider the 
standard is “more likely than not,” 
for sexual assault cases.

The Association for Student 
Conduct Administration states “each 
college or university must develop its 
own policies and procedures.” They 
also add that students and parents 
must understand that “campus pro-
ceedings are educational and focus 
on students’ relationships to the 
institution.”

Administrators were simply trying 
to protect our relationships with the 
university by offering more security.

An alleged sexual criminal poses 
a serious threat to anyone else 
living on campus. Other students 
could potentially become victims. 
Expelling John Doe is not an attack 
on him personally, but rather an 
attempt to safeguard this community.

All of  us, especially the freshmen, 
should remember that we are all 
adults now, and this isn’t high school 
anymore. We make our own deci-
sions. As such, we have to face our 
own consequences. 

And none of  us should forget that 
we attend a school that is willing 
to deal the punishments we may 
deserve for inexcusable behavior. 
Professors or administrators aren’t 
telling us what choices to make in 
our dorms at night. If  we make the 
wrong choices, the fault lies with us 
alone. 
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THIS summer was the big one; I put 

on my newly purchased blazer and 
high heels, and sat in a shiny third 

biggest Fortune 100 companies on the 
globe. This internship was what I had 
worked toward my entire college career, 
but soon I found out my dream job had 

I went from being bright and 
energetic to being slow and extremely 
uninterested in my work. This was a 
classic case of  burnout.

The 40-hour work weeks, minute-
by-minute emails, daily meetings 
and weekly deadlines turned me into 
a workaholic, forgetting about my 
personal health, family or friends, 
and focusing solely on the job. I was 
depressed, anxious, lacking in motiva-
tion and cynical. I also had a difficult 
time remembering things and mak-
ing decisions. I was not used to the 

corporate lifestyle, and I did not give 
myself  the work-life balance I deserved.

Now that my internship is over, I 
have learned tips on how to overcome 
burnout that can help anyone get 
refreshed for their upcoming classes:

Meditation Relaxation
What has helped me through some 

of  my most stressful times recently has 
been an app called Calm. It is free to 
download and has guided meditations 
that relax the body and mind. When I 
am feeling stressed, I tap on the app, 
select the time I would like to meditate 
and close my eyes as it gently releases 
my anxiety, stress or depression. Daily 
meditation is a way to find time for 
yourself  every day and helps the mind 
become more resilient to stressors 
through-
out the 
day.

EDITOR’S CORNER

Trying to beat the 
heat of burnout

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh.

Safer community 

Opinion



G R E E N  CO R N E R

Green conference shifts power toward youth
POWER Shift is a national climate justice conference hosted by the Power Shift 

Network aimed at inspiring, teaching and building momentum among com-
munities of  climate activists. While geared toward college students, the attend-

sessions are held to educate people on all perspectives of  the environmental move-
ment, making the college youth well-rounded activists. This model helps provide 

This year, Power Shift held regional conferences, Philadelphia being the 
Northeast location. I, along with two other student Eco Reps, attended as repre-
sentatives of  Rider’s Office of  Sustainability. There were many interesting panels 
to choose from that discussed instituting change on campus and using the unique 
skill sets of  millennials. Senior Eco Rep Alexandra (Lexi) Reynolds said, “The 

Everyone at the Table,’ which focused on the issues of  environmental racism and 
racism in the environmental movement. After learning some of  the basics and 
historical background, we broke into smaller groups to discuss how racial inequal-
ity impacts minorities when dealing with environmental issues. 

“Aside from the sessions, I thought the best part of  Power Shift was the action, 
the ‘March for a Clean Energy Revolution.’ More than 10,000 people came to 
demonstrate their support for breaking away from fossil fuels. The crowd was 
so high energy and positive, and we were received well by the people we passed 
on the streets, who often joined in with our chants. It was so inspirational to see 

thousands of  people working towards a better future.”
The march was the perfect ending to an empowering weekend. Seeing many 

people who are passionate about the environmental movement says that as more 
young activists get involved, the promise of  a sustainable future becomes that 

-
matic way to solve problems. But problem solving isn’t the objective — it’s the 
long-term goal. The objective is getting students excited about the fight for renew-
able energy and sustainable solutions. Chants of  ‘Ain’t no power like the power of  
students ‘cause the power of  students don’t stop’ excited the crowd. This kind of  
energy, in unison, incites a specific type of  passion and confidence in a cause. The 

“We need to lead the effort by joining the environmental groups on campus 
(Green Team, Eco Reps, Garden Club, etc.), and inviting environmentally friendly 
groups (Sierra Club, Greenpeace, etc.) here as well, therefore looking for ways to 
live and work smarter at Rider, in unison.”

A lot of  the information from Power Shift could be used to make Rider an even 
more sustainable place to be, as well as the world at large.

—Jillian Spratt 
G.A. for the Office of  Sustainability

Sept. 7, 2016    The Rider News 9

Opinion

Catch some Zzz’s
One of  the major risks of  burnout 

is getting fewer than six hours of  sleep 
per night. This can be especially dif-
ficult the first weeks of  college when 
getting used to dorms and roommates. 
Make it a point to set a bedtime every 
night. I have an activity tracker that 
vibrates when it is time for me to go to 
bed. That way I am always reminded 
when it is that time. Not only will get-
ting rest make anyone less tired in the 
morning, but it will decrease symptoms 
of  depression, anxiety and stress.

Talk to buds
The main thing that helped me 

through my burnout was connecting 

that when I needed them, I shouldn’t 
have hesitated to reach out. My friends 
provided me with insight I didn’t have 

into what I was going through and it 
made it much easier to connect with 
them. Making time each day to connect 
with friends and family gave me a boost 
of  confidence and a sense of  home that 
made my problems feel less extreme. 

Talking to a Counselor
Whether you’re overcoming burnout 

from an internship or job, or you are 
facing burnout in the semester, talk-
ing to a counselor is the best way to 
overcome any difficulty you’re facing. 
A counselor can set you on a track to 
success with skills and advice.

Any form of  anxiety or depression should 
be handled by a professional; you can contact 
the Rider University Counseling Center at 
609-896-5157.

—Alexis Schulz
Senior journalism major

Battling summer burnout
CONT’D FROM P. 8

SENIOR SUGGESTIONS

Debt dilemma: Is college worth the cash?

FRESH out of  school, it’s something 
that weighs heavy on our shoul-
ders. It seems to overshadow our 
accomplishments. It looms over our 

heads and inhibits our ability to consider 
applying for credit cards or move out of  
our parent’s house. It’s our debt, and it’s 
inescapable.

Student loans have become more 

become a fear many aspiring students 
would like to avoid but can’t.

The young adult dream is no longer 
the big house on the lake and the win-
dow office. It has evolved to being in an 
apartment with friends where everyone 
can afford to eat. In today’s economy, 

worth it?
Many don’t even consider going to a 

certain college because they can’t afford 
it. But there are many opportunities to 
acquire money. New Jersey, for exam-
ple, has a program, NJ Stars, where 
eligible students can go to community 
college for two years for free and all 
they need is to maintain a 3.25 GPA. 

Personally, I have accredited a 
decent amount of  loan debt. The Free 
Application for Federal Student Aid 
(FAFSA) literally sent me a blank piece 
of  paper when I was a college fresh-
man. I could have gone to the com-
munity college for free for two years, 

then continued my education online, 
all while working to pay any debt I 
accrued. 

That would have been the safe route.

would not have turned into the person I 
am. Living at Rider has changed me. I 
have learned so much in the classroom 
setting, and I would not trade this expe-
rience for anything.

College gives you the opportunity to 
meet professionals in the field. We have 
talented professors here at Rider, and 
networking has become as important 
as the degree. Going to college allows 
you to develop relationships you would 
not get by clawing your way up the 
work ladder. This can lead to internship 
opportunities or job offers. College is 
an opportunity center, and we should 
take advantage of  it.

Gaining the degree and the relation-
ships a college can provide gives you 
a leg up in the work place. It’s easier 
to start out above peers with a degree, 

and it also helps with promotions. Most 
employers look for an educated appli-
cant and won’t accept people without 
college degrees. 

found in 2014 that students who have a 
Bachelor’s or Master’s degree working 
full-time were earning more than high 
school grads. Even though these young 
adults may still be paying off  loans, 
they can do so comfortably in a secure 
job. That is compared to the high 
school grad making about half  as much 
in a field they may not enjoy because 
they couldn’t get a job they wanted.

I have debt. I am not in debt. I am 
living with debt. A debt I will eventu-
ally pay back. A debt I do not regret. 
I will get a job I love, eventually. A 
college education is an unforgettable 
experience, and honestly, this has been 
the best three years of  my life.

—Rena Carman
Senior communication studies major

On Tuesday,  
September 13 &  

Wednesday,  
September 14 

 
At 7:00 P.M. 

Sweigart Room 115 
 

http://www.rider.edu/about-rider/
sustainability-rider/projects-and-events/

green-film-series 

Presented by the ESSC and Eco Reps 
Printed on Recycled Paper. 

Please Recycle when event is complete. 

Presentation 

Rise of the  
Eco-Warriors 

This is a story about what it takes to be an eco-
warrior, an individual willing to step up and take 
action to avert a global catastrophe taking place 
before our eyes. The eco-warriors represent a 

new generation, ready to face what is happening 
on our planet and willing to do something, no 

matter how small, to build a more humane and 
balanced world. For them, every individual 

matters, every action counts. 

Brief Discussion   
Following the Film 
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BY CAMPUS STUDENT LIVING

HURRY!  THE POINT IS ALMOST SOLD OUT!
Chances are with over 85% of the Point rented to students from the two 

major colleges in town, you’re going to know a lot of people here.

Come see why our 3 Bedroom/3.5 Bathroom fully furnished apartments 
that sleep four are easily the best deal in town.

Don’t ask us.  Ask your friends.  Chances are, they got The Point.

Call 609-301-4000 to see for yourself or visit OFFcampusNJ.com

1573 Parkside Avenue at Spruce Street, Ewing Township

Miles beyond expectations and minutes from campus...

THAT’S
Pet 

Friendly 
Also

Reserving
2017/2018

 

By Brandon Scalea

THE women’s soccer team, 2014 MAAC champion, 
began its quest for another title on Aug. 19 at Ben 
Cohen Field.

Right away, Rider (2-2-1) was put to the 
test as it faced Rutgers, ranked No. 10 nationally at 
the time. In front of  more than 800 fans, the Scarlet 
Knights came alive in the second half  to win the 
game, 4-1. 

Between both teams, 18 shots were registered in 
the first half, but only one lit the scoreboard. That 
shot came from freshman midfielder Valeria Pascuet 
and found the back of  the net, just below the crossbar. 
Pascuet actually hit the crossbar later in the contest.

 Her first collegiate shot and goal put the Broncs up 
1-0 in the 28th minute.

The second half, however, was all Rutgers. After 
throwing 14 shots at senior goalkeeper Bethany-May 
Howard in the first half, Rutgers added 11 more after 
the break. Just 28 seconds into the second frame, 
Rutgers midfielder Colby Ciarrocca beat Howard to 
tie the game at one. Thirty-nine seconds later, the 
Scarlet Knights took the lead after senior forward 
Madison Tiernan scored from 15 yards out. 

In the 57th minute, the Rutgers lead was extended 
to two after forward Nicole Whitley took a rebound 
off  a header, and sent it past Howard and into the 
cage. Nine minutes later, the Scarlet Knights added a 
fourth goal from 15 yards out.

The Broncs only registered one shot in the second 
half. 

On Aug. 25, Rider sought redemption as it hosted 
another in-state 2015 NCAA tournament team, 
Fairleigh Dickinson (FDU). This time, the Broncs 
dominated from start to finish for a 5-0 win, thanks in 
large part to a hat trick from junior midfielder Ellie 
Smith. It was the first time Rider beat FDU since 
2012.

Smith said the win felt great, especially after what 
the team felt was a disappointing performance against 
Rutgers.

“Winning this one by such a large margin was a 
huge confidence boost for us,” she said. “It was a 
much-needed win, and we knew it was going to be 
tough, but we all fought for it and wanted it badly. It 
was a great win.”

In the first half, sophomore forward Kourtney 
Cunningham assisted in Rider’s two goals. The first 
came from freshman midfielder Sofia Soares, a header 
into the net off  a feed from Cunningham. Just 11 min-
utes later, Cunningham fed a perfect cross to Smith, 
who tapped it in from five yards out for her first goal 
of  the night. 

In the 72nd minute, Smith put home an unassisted 
goal to make it 3-0, before knocking one in off  a cor-
ner kick to make it 5-0. For the fourth goal, freshman 
midfielder Bethany Feinstein notched her first career 
goal.

The Broncs outshot the Knights, 18-9. Howard 
made three saves in her 15th career shutout, already a 
Rider record.

Some might call Rider’s first two games challeng-
ing, but Smith said it will only help the team in the 
long run.

“I think playing the top teams allows us to test 
ourselves and try to match them,” she said. “If  we are 
competing with teams that play in the NCAA tourna-
ment, it gives us confidence that we can beat anyone. 
It allows us to push ourselves to our maximum.”

Three days later, Rider headed up to Staten Island, 
New York, for its first road contest against Wagner. 
The Broncs came from behind in the second half  with 
two unanswered goals for a 2-1 victory.

Three minutes into the second half, Cunningham 
beat the Wagner keeper to tie the game after a feed 
from Soares. Then, in the 66th minute, Smith scored 
her fourth goal in two games after she stole the ball 
away from a Wagner player and put one home. The 
goal was the 11th of  Smith’s career.

On Sept. 4, the Broncs took on another tough 
opponent, an undefeated Bucknell team. Junior for-
ward Michelle Iacono scored for the Broncs, but the 
Bison quickly answered. Ninety minutes of  regulation 
time and two overtimes would not be enough to break 
a 1-1 tie, and the contest ended in a draw. 

Rider hosts NJIT at Ben Cohen Field on Sept. 8. 

Smith shines in back-to-back victories

Junior Ellie Smith had four goals in two wins against Fairleigh Dickinson and on the road against Wagner. The Broncs sit at 2-2-1. 
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Sports
Thompson’s career continues to be ‘blessed’
By Carlos Toro

FOR former Rider men’s basketball 
great Jason Thompson, playing in 
the NBA had always been a dream 
of  his. He’s accomplished great 

things in his eight-year career in the 
NBA and now he can add one more to 
his already impressive résumé: Rider 
Hall of  Fame.

Thompson was inducted into the 
Rider Athletics Hall Of  Fame on June 
11 alongside Jim McKeown ’81 (soc-
cer), Kevin Connolly ’75 (baseball), 
Don Fisch ’08 (wrestling) and Sarah 
Artale ’03 (soccer). Thompson said 
that the honor was not something he 
expected to receive when he decided to 
join Rider more than a decade ago.

“It’s a bittersweet feeling,” 
Thompson said back in June when he 
was being inducted. “When I signed 
my letter of  intent, you don’t ever think 
about stuff  like this. You’re nervous 
when you’re a freshman, but I was close 
to home, so there was some comfort 
there. You just want to fit in, be a guy 
that is going to succeed in the class-
room and on the court as well.”

His brother, Ryan Thompson, a 
former Rider and current pro basket-
ball player in his own right, said that he 
was proud that his brother was being 
celebrated for his accomplishments.

“This night was all about Jason and 
the other inductees leaving a positive 
legacy for Rider,” Ryan Thompson 

said. “Our family couldn’t be any 
prouder of  Jason.”

Thompson said that he credits 
former head coach and current Rider 
Athletics Director Don Harnum for 
giving him a chance to show his worth 
and take advantage of  the opportunity 
presented to him.

“I don’t think anyone can write the 
script of  how this goes,” Thompson 
said. “That’s what makes life so great. 
You never know what’s going to hap-
pen. I grew nine inches while I was in 
high school and three more in college. 
I was a guy that came off  the bench 
in my first year as a freshman since 
we were so senior-heavy then. Coach 
Harnum, one day, said to me, ‘Actions 
speak louder than words, because 
you’re starting tonight.’ I had a double-
double in a big game and started ever 
since. When my opportunity got called 
up, I responded, and the rest was 
history.”

For the vast majority of  his pro 
career, Jason played for the Sacramento 
Kings and became the franchise leader 
in games played. He was picked in the 
first round of  the 2008 NBA Draft. In 
his seven seasons with the Kings, he 
averaged 9.4 points and 6.9 rebounds, 
starting over 400 games and appearing 
in more than 525. His best season came 
in 2009-10, when he averaged 12.5 
points and 8.5 rebounds per contest.

This past season saw him being 

traded to the Philadelphia 76ers and 
the Golden State Warriors, where he 
spent the first half  of  the season and 
was a part of  the team’s 39-4 record to 
start the season, which is the best start 
of  any team in NBA history. He then 
spent the second half  of  the season 
with the Toronto Raptors, where he 
competed in the playoffs for the first 
time in his career, going as far as the 
Eastern Conference Finals, where the 
Raptors were two games away from 
competing in the NBA Finals.

“It’s been amazing,” Thompson 
said. “It’s not a storybook situation in 
terms of  how I got to the NBA. Did I 
have goals of  coming to the NBA? Of  
course. Obviously, [getting to the play-
offs] has never happened. But I tried to 
make the best of  that situation. I broke 
the odds of  guys only staying for three 
and a half, four years in the NBA and 
I finished my eighth season, and it’s 
a blessing. Like I said, going into the 
playoffs for the first time, regardless of  
the adversity of  having seven different 
coaches in one organization, that’s even 
unheard of. Being the all-time leader in 
games played in an NBA organization, 
you just want more of  that stuff.”

Thompson has agreed to a deal that 
will send him overseas to China, where 
he will play for the Shandong Golden 
Stars this upcoming season. Thompson 
said that he wished to play in the NBA 
for at least five more years, but all in all, 

he is happy with where he is in life.
“For me, I’m blessed to have a 

practice facility named after me,” 
Thompson said. “I’ve been doing a lot 
of  things with my brand. I have a foun-
dation that has branched off  to working 
with the American Heart Association. 
It is an amazing feeling being where I 
am in my life and career.”

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Men gaining national attention with road wins
By Brandon Ferris

THE men’s soccer team has quickly shown its ready 
to defend its MAAC crown.

Off  to an undefeated start, Rider has beaten 
Villanova, La Salle and NJIT— all on the road. 

The Broncs defeated the Wildcats with a solid 
2-1 win in overtime.  Rider (3-0) was able to score two 
unanswered goals and notch a come-from-behind vic-
tory to start its season off  strong.

After a scoreless first half  at Higgins Soccer 
Complex, the Broncs went into halftime with confi-
dence, even though three-time All-MAAC selection 
senior midfielder Christian Flath received a yellow 
card 23 minutes into the first game. But, a few minutes 
into the second half, the Broncs surrendered their first 
goal of  the season and saw themselves down 1-0 after 
a penalty kick goal. 

In the 58th minute, Rider was able to tie the game 
up with a goal of  its own, scored by a member of  the 
2015 MAAC Championship All-Tournament team, 
senior midfielder Adrien Huss. Junior forward Jose 
Aguinaga assisted Huss on the game-tying goal. 

After a solid pass from Aguinaga, Huss was able 
to take it on the right side and score his first goal of  
the season, notching his 17th career point. This assist 
should come as no surprise as Aguinaga had nine of  
them last year and led the MAAC in points and assists.  

After neither team could get another ball past the 
keeper, Rider and Villanova headed into overtime. At 
8:58 into overtime, Flath won the game for the Broncs 
with a free kick from 25 yards out. His golden goal 
was his first goal of  the young season and his 24th 
career goal. Flath is no stranger to winning the game 
for the Broncs, as this was the fourth game-winning 
goal of  his career. 

Senior goalkeeper Ryan Baird recorded three saves 
in the game; all of  them came in the first half  as 
opposed to the Villanova keeper who needed to make 
seven saves. Baird was able to receive support from 
the whole team in regulation and overtime to keep his 
saves at a minimum and he knew that they would pull 
out the win as well.

“I trust that our team will create chances and have 

opportunities to put the game away,” said Baird. “In 
OT, the only thing going through my mind is that if  
I do my job and keep the ball out of  the net, we will 
win.” 

After the win at Villanova, the National Soccer 
Coaches Association of  America (NSCAA) ranked 
Rider No. 2 in the Northeast region, behind only 
Colgate. The Broncs also received one vote for the 
national top 25. 

“Honestly, the number doesn’t matter to me or 
anyone else really on the team,” Baird said. “We know 
that none of  that matters right now and if  we take 
each game one by one, we will be where we want by 
the end of  the season.”

Riding their wave of  momentum, the Broncs 
traveled to La Salle on Sept. 2 and soundly beat the 
Explorers 3-0. 

Flath, who had two assists in the game, both com-
ing off  corner kicks, led the Broncs to a solid victory. 

Rider had a total of  six corner kicks in the game, 
but only two of  them led to goals, scored by freshman 
Aaron Robinson and sophomore Arthur Herpreck. 
Herpreck scored in the 33rd minute for his first col-
legiate goal. 

Flath recorded the 17th and 18th assist of  his 

career and now has 66 points in 53 career games he 
has played. 

Rider led 1-0 going into halftime, outshooting La 
Salle 4-2 with Baird making two saves in the first half. 
Once La Salle put the ball in its own net with an own-
goal in the 70th minute, it was all but over. Senior Rob 
Nardiello was able to put some pressure on La Salle’s 
defense to cause a miscommunication and get the own 
goal.

Baird ended the game with a total of  three saves.
Baird got his sixth career shutout and is now 13-4 as 
a starter for the Broncs. Rider outshot La Salle 13-7 
with La Salle recording three saves as well. 

“This is definitely a very promising start of  the 
season,” Huss said. “But this is just the beginning, 
and we need to make sure we keep working hard 
towards our common objective, which is to repeat the 
championship.” 

This was a feel-good victory for Rider as it 
lost to La Salle 2-1 last season. After this win, 
TopDrawerSoccer.com had Rider ranked No. 25 in 
the nation. 

On Sept. 6, the Broncs continued their impressive 
start to 2016. Against NJIT, another undefeated team, 
one goal was enough for win number three.

After a scoreless first half, it did not take long for 
freshman Clement Bourret to put Rider on the board. 
Senior forward Zach Bond took a shot that deflected 
off  a defender’s head, right to Bourret, who was able 
to bury it. It was the first goal of  his college career.

Baird picked up his second shutout in two games, 
making three saves. His biggest one came in the 
final minute of  regulation off  a header by an NJIT 
forward.

In its run to a MAAC title in 2015, Rider didn’t get 
off  to a particularly good start. This year, it has every 
reason to be excited for what is to come.

Rider will finally get a chance to play at Ben Cohen 
Field on Sept. 10 in its home opener against Temple.

“Honestly, the number doesn’t matter to me or 
anyone else really on the team,” Baird said. “We know 
that none of  that matters right now and if  we take 
each game one by one, we will be where we want by 

Riding their wave of  momentum, the Broncs 
traveled to La Salle on Sept. 2 and soundly beat the 

Flath, who had two assists in the game, both com-
ing off  corner kicks, led the Broncs to a solid victory. 

Rider had a total of  six corner kicks in the game, 
but only two of  them led to goals, scored by freshman 

to bury it. It was the first goal of  his college career.
Baird picked up his second shutout in two games, 

making three saves. His biggest one came in the 
final minute of  regulation off  a header by an NJIT 
forward.

In its run to a MAAC title in 2015, Rider didn’t get 
off  to a particularly good start. This year, it has every 

At the old Alumni Gym, Jason Thompson goes 
up for a lay-up. He’s been playing pro since 2008.

Junior Jose Aguinaga attempts a header in a win at Villanova.
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Inside today: 
Thompson contin-
ues to do big things.
Page 11Sports

REELING IN THE PUNCHES
By Brandon Scalea

PHOTOGRAPHER Flip 
Schulke gained notoriety 
in the industry for his work 
during the Civil Rights 

Movement, for a famous shot 
of  the Texas Book Depository 
moments after President John 
F. Kennedy was shot, and for a 
huge collection of  Dr. Martin 
Luther King photos. 

Schulke received an honorary 
doctorate degree from Rider in 
2003, and as a result, donated 
2,500 of  his photographs to 
the University. In total, he took 
about 500,000 photographs — 
9,500 of  which have been digi-
tally recorded for educational 
purposes. 

Harry Naar, professor of  fine 
arts and director of  the art gal-
lery, said Schulke’s contributions 
during his career were second 
to none.

“He was a very important 
photographer,” Naar said. “As 
far as talent, there was no one 
quite like him, especially in 
the days of  the Civil Rights 
Movement. Schulke had a great 
ability to take photos of  an 
event and really make you 
feel like you were there with 
him.”

Schulke’s work was 
first published in Life
magazine in 1956, but he 
had never worked with 
an athlete until he met a 
feisty, 19-year-old boxer 
by the name of  Cassius 
Clay. This young man would 
soon be known to the world 
and generations to come as 
Muhammad Ali — or simply, 
“the greatest.” 

Ali passed away on June 3 at 
the age of  74 after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s Disease. 

In 1961, Schulke spent five 
days in Miami with the legend-
ary boxer. His photos from this 
time are all published in a 
book called Muhammad 
Ali: The Birth 
of  a 

Legend, Miami, 1961-64 by 
Schulke and Matt Schudel. The 
book can be found in Moore 
Library.

During that span, the 
photographer drove 
alongside Ali on the 
highway as he went on 
his daily runs. He 
followed Ali 

into the gym and got a sense of  
his world-renowned personality. 

Schulke also visited 
Ali’s simple home 

during those 
days, a rented 
room in the 
Alexander 
Apartments, 

located in the 
Overtown sec-

tion of  Miami, 
so-called for it 

being the predominately black 
section of  the city over the 
railroad tracks. Schulke went 
into Ali’s room and first caught 
a glimpse of  his gold medal won 
just a year prior at the Summer 
Olympics in Rome. He tried it 
on. 

Perhaps Schulke’s most 
famous photos of  the boxer 
were of  Ali underwater, 
Schulke’s trademark. When he 
first told Ali that he specialized 
in underwater photography, a 
funny story ensued. 

According to the book, Ali 
responded to him by saying he 
worked out in a pool every sin-

gle day. The resistance of  the 
water added unmatched 

strength to his arms and 
made him a lot quicker, 
he said. 

Schulke returned 
a few days later with 

a scuba tank and all his 
underwater equipment and 
met Ali at a hotel. Ali climbed 
into the pool and went about 
his daily routine, or so Schulke 
thought. 

At one point, after throw-
ing punches, Ali famously sank 
to the bottom of  the pool and 
stood in a defensive stance with 
his fists raised, as if  he were in 
the ring instead of  water. 

Naar said taking photos 
underwater, especially of  ath-
letes, is a unique and creative 
approach.

“Schulke was really the only 
photographer I can think of  
that did this,” he said. “Looking 
at those photos, you get such 
a different perspective of  Ali. 
Here’s such a powerful man, 
throwing punches and doing 
what he does. But he almost 
seems like a ballerina in these 
photos, not nearly a fighter.” 

Schulke first contacted Sports 
Illustrated with his set of  pho-
tos, but they thought he was 
crazy. Instead, Life published 
the underwater photos in 
September of  that year. They 
chose, however, to not run the 
one of  Ali at the bottom of  the 
pool because they thought it 
was too staged. This was the 
first time Ali was featured in a 
national publication.

It was also the first time 
he ever worked out in a 

pool. He claimed that 
he couldn’t even swim 

and just wanted the 
publicity. 

This story repre-
sents what made Ali an icon. As 
for Schulke, he passed away in 
2008, but left a lasting legacy at 
Rider through his contributions. 

PHOTOGRAPHER Flip 
Schulke gained notoriety 
in the industry for his work 
during the Civil Rights 

Movement, for a famous shot 
of  the Texas Book Depository 
moments after President John 
F. Kennedy was shot, and for a 
huge collection of  Dr. Martin 
Luther King photos. 

Schulke received an honorary 
doctorate degree from Rider in 
2003, and as a result, donated 
2,500 of  his photographs to 
the University. In total, he took 
about 500,000 photographs — 
9,500 of  which have been digi-
tally recorded for educational 
purposes. 

Harry Naar, professor of  fine 
arts and director of  the art gal-
lery, said Schulke’s contributions 
during his career were second 
to none.

“He was a very important 
photographer,” Naar said. “As 
far as talent, there was no one 
quite like him, especially in 
the days of  the Civil Rights 
Movement. Schulke had a great 
ability to take photos of  an 
event and really make you 
feel like you were there with 
him.”

Schulke’s work was 
first published in Life
magazine in 1956, but he 
had never worked with 
an athlete until he met a 
feisty, 19-year-old boxer 
by the name of  Cassius 
Clay. This young man would 
soon be known to the world 
and generations to come as 
Muhammad Ali — or simply, 
“the greatest.” 

Ali passed away on June 3 at 
the age of  74 after a long battle 
with Parkinson’s Disease. 

In 1961, Schulke spent five 
days in Miami with the legend-
ary boxer. His photos from this 
time are all published in a 
book called Muhammad 
Ali: The Birth 
of  a 

Schulke and Matt Schudel. The 
book can be found in Moore 
Library.

During that span, the 
photographer drove 
alongside Ali on the 
highway as he went on 
his daily runs. He 
followed Ali 

his world-renowned personality. 
Schulke also visited 
Ali’s simple home 

during those 
days, a rented 
room in the 
Alexander 
Apartments, 

located in the 
Overtown sec-

tion of  Miami, 
so-called for it 

section of  the city over the 
railroad tracks. Schulke went 
into Ali’s room and first caught 
a glimpse of  his gold medal won 
just a year prior at the Summer 
Olympics in Rome. He tried it 
on. 

Perhaps Schulke’s most 
famous photos of  the boxer 
were of  Ali underwater, 
Schulke’s trademark. When he 
first told Ali that he specialized 
in underwater photography, a 
funny story ensued. 

According to the book, Ali 
responded to him by saying he 
worked out in a pool every sin

gle day. The resistance of  the 
water added unmatched 

strength to his arms and 
made him a lot quicker, 
he said. 

Schulke returned 
a few days later with 

a scuba tank and all his 
underwater equipment and 
met Ali at a hotel. Ali climbed 
into the pool and went about 
his daily routine, or so Schulke 
thought. 

At one point, after throw
ing punches, Ali famously sank 
to the bottom of  the pool and 
stood in a defensive stance with 
his fists raised, as if  he were in 
the ring instead of  water. 

Naar said taking photos 
underwater, especially of  ath
letes, is a unique and creative 
approach.
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