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INAUGURATION TIMELINE
Multiple events make this week a really big deal. 
page 2

SLEEPING BEFORE STUDYING
For college students, getting more sleep could 
mean getting a better GPA. page 8

SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES
Junior Cory Andrews is doing big things for Rider 
sports information. page 12

From left, sophomore Farhan Munaim, sophomore Kyle Geissler, freshman Carristian Brown and sophomore Joseph Paoline walk on the track in the Student Recreation Center during Relay for Life, an 
event held on April 2-3 during which Rider raised $54,580.24 for the American Cancer Society. 
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Model UN team earns 
high praise at nationals
By Pauline Theeuws

RIDER University’s Model U.N. team 
won two Position Paper Awards 
and was named Distinguished 
Delegation at the National Model 

United Nations 2016 Conference held 
from March 27-31 in New York City. 

This year, the rigorous political 
science class, led by head delegate 
and senior global studies major Haley 
Johnston and two team leaders, senior 
political science major Catherine 
MacDuff  and senior history major 
Joseph Ratel, represented Hungary at 
the week-long conference, opposing 
over 400 teams from around the world. 

“The objective of  the class is to 
prepare the team for the competition 
by honing each student’s writing and 
public speaking skills, as well as discuss-
ing U.N. procedures and fostering 
diplomacy,” Johnston said. 

All students were assigned a partner 
to tackle specific topics and create a 
position paper that explained what the 
Hungarian delegation would want to do 
to solve specific problems. 

“These papers provide our students 
with the opportunity to learn about 
the country’s stance on relevant topics 

ahead of  time,” Johnston said. “One 
of  the neat things we do to prepare 
the delegates is visit its mission in 
New York. This year, we spoke with a 
Hungarian ambassador in order to get 
a valid perspective.”

Two of  the pairs, sophomore finance 
major Andrew Gandham and senior 
political science major Kaili Matthews, 
as well as senior political science majors 
Joshua Abrahante and Alejandra 
Montan, received the Outstanding 
Position Paper Awards, meaning the 
judges in charge of  their commit-
tee found their papers to be the best 
among the group. 

Rider Model U.N. was presented 
with the Distinguished Delegation 
Award after being scored on students’ 
ability to contribute in a diplomatic 
manner, demonstrate a thorough 
understanding of  their delegation’s 
stance and overall participation. This 
recognition is awarded to teams in the 
top 20 percent of  the conference. 

Although the team only returned 
from the weeklong conference on 
April 1, the 
members 
have already 

SEE REPRESENTING
PAGE 3

Four seasons of fun await students looking to utilize the berm built in front of Moore Library. 
The hill is adorned with a type of shrubbery called Wintergreen Boxwood spelling out “RIDER.” 

Stride with pride

SEE FIGHTING
PAGE 6

Feel the berm
Making the most of  our pile of  dirt
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R E V I S E D  L I B E R A L  A R T S  C O R E  A P P R O V E D
By Thomas Regan

A NEW CORE DESIGNED TO provide added practice in fundamental skills was passed by a 5-to-2 vote 
on March 31 by the Liberal Arts and Sciences Committee on Academic Policy (LASCAP). 

The core will be phased in over a three-year span beginning in the fall of 2017, according to 
the proposal. However,  the associate dean in the College of Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences, 

Jonathan Millen, said there will not be any immediate action just yet.
“The next step is for the task force members to get together and find out what the next step is going to 

be,” he said. “I would say the first thing we need to do is go back to the [proposal] document meticulously 
now and make sure that the final version that is submitted is the best reflection of what we’ve proposed.”

Millen assured that while some current students might be marginally affected, but it will not affect 
their ability to graduate. 

“Certainly it’s not going to impact juniors and seniors, and it’s hard to imagine how sophomores would 
be impacted. The idea is to phase in the model, going after what you might call low-hanging fruit first, 
building in those options that will not slow down anybody’s progress toward graduation. In no way, shape 
or form do we envision this as negatively impacting any current student’s progress toward graduation.”

Page 2

Bamboozled
There’s nothing like the smell of fresh bamboo in a college 

parking lot. On April 1 at 2:13 p.m., Public Safety received a call 
regarding an individual who may have been damaging the 
fence along the Kroner Hall parking lot. When officers arrived, 
they found a student trying to cut a piece of fresh bamboo 
along the fence line. The student explained the bamboo was a 
prop for his theater class, and officers left the scene. 

Exit no more
If only we lived in a world with no need for emergency exit signs. 

On April 3 at 4:10 a.m., an officer was conducting a routine park-
and-walk of Olson Hall when he discovered an emergency exit sign 
had been vandalized. Public Safety does not know how much it will 
cost to repair the damage and no suspects have been found.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

By Lauren Lavelle

FACULTY members beating students on Rider’s 
campus? No, it’s not a police case. But it happened 
when Alpha Phi Omega, Rider’s community service 
fraternity, hosted a students versus faculty basketball 

game in support of  Relay for Life on March 31.
“I actually came up with the idea last minute in 

the first week of  March,” said Rider Serves President 
Christina Leib, sophomore business administration 
major. “I knew we were cutting it close with time, but I 
thought it was a great idea. I asked Dean [of  Students 
Anthony] Campbell if  Rider had had this kind of  fund-
raiser before, and he said, ‘Not for many, many years.’ I 
also knew I couldn’t pull it off  alone, so I reached out to 
Alpha Phi Omega, who loved the idea too.”

The night began with some healthy competition as 
the faculty took the lead, remaining at least one point 
above the students throughout the entire first and 
second quarter. 

Halftime gave each team a much-needed break as 
audience members got a chance to get in on the action 

with 3-point and foul shot competitions. 
As the game progressed, the faculty continued to 

persevere, eventually reaching a victory by beating the 
student team by 9 points. 

“I had no problem with the outcome of  the 
game,” said senior secondary education major Steven 
Hopkins, a player for the student team. “The purpose 
of  the event was to have fun with both students and 
faculty while raising money for Relay, and it seemed 
like we accomplished our goal.”

All proceeds from the event went to Relay For Life, 
a 12-hour, annual fight for a cure that promotes cancer 
research and awareness. (See story and photos, pp. 6-7.) 

It is an event, Leib says, that hits close to home for 
her family. 

“Relay as a whole is a cause that is close to my heart 
because my mom is a two-time cancer survivor,” said 
Leib. “I have been attending Relay annually for as long 
as I can remember, and I love that Rider has its own 
event that raises such a substantial amount of  money for 
this cause.” Rider raised more than $50,000 this year.

Leib feels Rider should host more events similar to 
this one and hopes to start planning sooner next year 
to attract more players. 

“Rider Serves aims to hold two Relay fundraisers a 
year: one in the fall and one in the spring,” said Leib. 
“We want to have this event again next year and start 
planning earlier than a few weeks before for more 
promotion. Some of  the faculty emailed saying if  they 
didn’t have prior commitments they would have come 
out, so we hope to get them early next year.”

Campbell also joined the faculty side and was more 
than happy to shoot some hoops for such a worthy cause.

“As a brother of  Alpha Phi Omega, I was very 
happy to participate in the game,” said Campbell. “It 
was a lot of  fun to play with students and it was an 
honor to help raise money for Relay for Life.”

While there was no set goal for fundraising, Leib 
is content with their earnings and remains optimistic 
about next year’s event.

“The game raised $180 for Relay, and next year we 
would like to double that,” said Leib. 

Students and faculty compete for a cure
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News

Cont’d from P. 1

An inside look at science as it’s discovered
By Theresa Evans 

SCIENTIFIC researchers discussing “how they actu-
ally execute their science projects and discover 
interesting things” will highlight the science 
learning community’s new program, Science 

Fridays, according to the first speaker. 
Dr. Jackie Faherty, Hubble Fellow at the Carnegie 

Institute of  Washington, spoke on April 1 at the pro-
gram, which promises a new guest speaker each week to 
give presentations on a variety of  science-related topics. 

“I think that this is an excellent opportunity for 
Rider’s science majors and minors to get a taste of  
how the academic research world works,” Faherty 
said. “At the seminar, you are hearing science that is 
in the peer review process, so it’s happening right now. 
There hasn’t been time for it to reach your textbooks 
yet. I think students should come to these seminars 
and listen for the process by which science is done.”

More than 70 people attended Faherty’s presentation, 
said Dr. John Bochanski, assistant professor of  phys-
ics. The seminars are open to everyone, though mostly 
advertised to majors in the natural sciences. The science 
community encourages more students to attend, and 
some can even receive college credit. 

“Students can sign up for a one-credit pass/fail 
class that meets prior to each seminar,” Bochanski 
said. “We discuss a paper provided by the speaker that 
will be featured in the seminar. This way, the students 
will have seen some of  the material already and will 
be more engaged and attentive. 

According to Dr. Daniel Druckenbrod, director 
of  sustainability and associate professor, the goal 
of  Science Fridays is to promote interdisciplinary 

thinking among students and faculty in the sciences. 
“Great insights have come in science from reaching 

outside one’s own discipline of  study,” Druckenbrod 
said. “We plan to host one speaker, selected by each of  
the four science departments, every semester. These 
speakers present on cutting-edge topics such as exo-
planets and climate change.”

“We ask each department to host at least one 
speaker and try to make sure they invite speakers who 
are working with undergraduates and can give a good 
presentation understandable by a wide range of  science 
majors, which is not very easy to do,” Bochanki said.

The guest speakers for the Spring 2016 semester 
range from Yalan Xing, Ph.D., assistant professor at 
William Paterson University, to Rider alum Jennifer 
Sliko, ’00, Ph.D., lecturer in earth sciences at Penn 
State Harrisburg.

“I give seminars very often, all over the U.S. and 
beyond,” Faherty said. “I found Rider’s to be unique in 
that the students were the primary targets and showed 
up in large numbers on a sunny day that happened to 
be a Friday. Rarely do I see that kind of  dedication.” 

“Rider students asked some excellent questions and 
seemed to comprehend a lot of  the material that I pre-
sented,” she said. “I would give this experience an A+.”  

According to Druckenbrod, undecided students 
can benefit from these lectures, and students already 
within the science program can broaden their knowl-
edge across several disciplines.

“Students from all science majors can learn about 
other areas of  scientific progress,” he said. “When 
Dr. Bochanski arrived and expressed interest in 
hosting physics seminars, we realized we had a good 

opportunity to grow these seminars into something 
larger that would benefit all science majors and faculty 
at Rider University. Attending these talks is also a 
great way to explore interests in different science dis-
ciplines for students who are still deciding on a major 
or minor. Students also have the opportunity to meet 
with visiting scientists in a small group setting over 
lunch to learn about their careers.”

Although this program just began, Bochanski sees 
potential for growth as education continues.

“I am hoping that this seminar will become a 
tradition in the Science building,” Bochanski said. “A 
way for the faculty and students to mark the end of  
the week and learn something new. We are absolutely 
planning to continue it next year.”

For more information, visit http://www.rider.edu/events/
science-fridays or follow Dr. Bochanski via Twitter @jbocha.

heard positive feedback regarding their performance. 
“It is a long, rigorous week, but everyone always 

learns a lot and enjoys bonding with the team mem-
bers,” Johnston said. “Spending a week in New York 
with intelligent individuals from around the world is 
never a bad way to spend one’s time, either.”

MacDuff  believes that what has made Rider’s 
Model U.N. a successful organization for many years 
is the intensity of  the class overall and the tips Dr. 
Barbara Franz, professor of  political science, gives. 

“We train so hard that when we get to competition, 
you can just see that there is a divide,” MacDuff  said. 
“There are some people who are there just because 
their schools paid for them to be there for a week. And 
there are teams who are like us — came to compete 
and came to win.”

Although the course starts in the spring, the mem-
bers don’t waste time and start getting their position 
papers prepared for the conference over winter break. 

“You dive right into it,” MacDuff  said. “You 
become a delegate from Hungary.”

The team will be electing its new head delegate and 
leading members on April 7. 

Representing 
Hungary from NY
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➜ Explore hundreds of classes at bucks.edu/summer
➜ Browse courses, dates, times, schedules
➜ Select your classes and register online

Smart students take  
Summer Courses

Prefer to register in person?  
Visit bucks.edu/register  

for dates and times

REGISTER EARLY FOR  
BEST CLASS SELECTION

Summer classes start  
May 23, June 13 & July 5

Apply today at  
BUCKS.EDU/SUMMER 

215.968.8000

Students can assess their Rider experience in survey
By Lauren Lavelle and Shanna O’Mara

SEVERAL emails poured in at the beginning of  the spring semester, urging students 
to participate in a university survey. Some may have overlooked these remind-
ers and may have even deleted the message, but many more read the notice and 
took part in the national assessment aimed at defining the college experience.

This spring, Rider participated in the National Survey of  Student Engagement 
(NSSE), asking freshmen and seniors to evaluate how undergraduates spend their 
time and what they gain from attending the university.

“By measuring these two groups, we can figure out what changes actually hap-
pened in the students’ intellectual, social and civic development,” said Ronald 
Walker, associate vice president for Institutional Analysis. “It gives us the ability to 
look at how we compare to national norms. Are we doing better than other schools?” 

Rider is among over 600 colleges and universities that participated in the survey, 
now in its 15th year. The survey collects annual information about students’ involve-
ment on campus as part of  clubs and organizations, as well as the time and effort 
put into academics.

“This is asking you how many papers of  two to five pages you wrote in a semes-
ter, how many five to 10, how many 10 to 20, so we can find out if  students are 

getting assigned too heavy of  a load,” said Walker. “It also asks each student to 
personally assess their progress and how much of  an institutional emphasis there is 
on working hard academically.”

To encourage students to participate, those who completed the online survey 
were entered to win one of  two iPad minis or one of  100 $5 Starbucks gift cards.

Although the number of  current responses is not as high as Walker hoped, he 
still acknowledges the small margin of  growth compared to years prior. 

“Last year, we were hampered by lack of  responses,” said Walker. “We only got 
about 26 percent, and this year we’re running at 30.1 percent. We’ll probably end 
up at 35 percent which is excellent.”

Overall, the goal of  the NSSE is to improve college curriculum by updating 
teaching skills based on actual students’ wants and needs within the classroom. 

“It’s one of  the most worthwhile instruments out there,” Walker said. “How 
many chances do you get to voice your opinion on the direction of  the school, the 
content of  the school, and the content of  your instruction? It’s a comprehensive 
effort to make sure you’re heard.”

Additional reporting by Janeen M. Edwards

A student measures a liquid called TAE buffer as part of an experi-
ment in room 259 of the Science building.
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If you have questions, please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

WIN an iPad mini by taking a 15-minute online 
survey.  Tell us about your experiences at Rider and 
be entered to WIN one of two Apple iPad minis  
or one of 100 $5 Starbucks gift cards. Chances  
of winning are one in six.

What is this?
A confidential National Survey of Student Engagement to evaluate student  
engagement on campus. �e results help us better understand how you spend your time 
and what you gain from attending college.

How?
Online! Search for an email from DonnaJean Fredeen with the subject “Last chance 
to give Rider your feedback” mailed on March 28 to all freshmen and seniors.

When?
You have until April 15 to take the survey and be entered to win one of several great prizes. 

Why bother? 
Your thoughts are important to us. �is survey about what you 
do inside and outside of the classroom will help us improve  
policies and practices to make the experience better for you.

Freshmen and Seniors...

DEADLINE TO RESPOND: APRIL 15
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By Samantha Sawh

INEQUALITY in sports, feminist messages in Disney 
movies and access to abortions will be just part of  
the agenda when the Gender and Sexuality Studies 
(GSS) program hosts its 34th annual colloquium on 

April 7 in Sweigart Auditorium. 
This yearly event is a presentation of  student and 

faculty research.
“What we have tried to do is find speakers who are 

working on issues that encompass the kind of  scope 
that our gender and sexuality studies program has,” 
said Mary Morse, professor of  English and director of  
the GSS program.

The reach of  the colloquium is not limited to the 
Rider community or only to students who are taking 
courses within the program. 

“I’ll be presenting a paper on Anne Boleyn and the 
rumors and accusations of  witchcraft that followed 
her name around for the centuries after her death,” 
said junior film, TV and radio major Jennifer Fanelli, 
one of  the presenters. “I go into how those rumors got 
started, if  there is any truth to them and why someone 
would do that to a woman in power.”

Another speaker at this colloquium is Amelia 
Bonow, a woman who received much media coverage 
after starting #ShoutYourAbortion in response to the 
U.S. House of  Representatives’ decision to defund 
Planned Parenthood back in September. She has since 
started her own pro-choice activism organization.

“I think it’s a really important issue and [Bonow] 
specifically has shown how social media can be used as 
a very effective platform in issues that are important to 
women,” said Morse. 

Students see it as an honor to be chosen to present 

at the colloquium.
“I was really excited to find out I was a speaker at 

this event,” Fanelli said. “It’s such a great thing to get 
involved in. I love my GSS minor, and to get to show-
case what I’ve learned to others who are interested 
or curious about what we do is great. I might have 
squealed a little bit when I saw my email.”

Three of  the students who will speak also pre-
sented at the New Jersey Women’s & Gender Studies 
Consortium Undergraduate Colloquium on April 1. 
They are junior psychology major Melissa Morrissey, 
senior secondary education major Alia Danch and 
senior theory and composition major Jay Maenhout.

The event will run throughout the day, with the 
first panel titled “The Hydra-Headed Nature of  Sex 
Discrimination” beginning at 9:45 a.m. The next 
panel is the GSS Awards Presentation, running from 
1:10 to 1:30 p.m. 

Bonow will speak for about an hour, begin-
ning at 1:30 p.m. At 2:50 p.m., a panel will discuss 
“Deconstructing Popular Representations of  Women: 
From Joan of  Arc to Disney.” The last panel, called 
“Activism and Awareness: Sexism, Feminism, and 
Fertility,” runs from 4:30 to 6 p.m. 

“When students hear these issues raised, when they 
see fellow students examining issues related to gender 
and sexuality, then they begin to understand that it is 
not just a narrow group that is looking at this,” said 
Morse. “These issues are actually relevant to them as 
well.”

Fanelli, who attended last year’s colloquium and 
referred to it as “wonderful and varied,” agrees that all 
Rider students can benefit from attending.

“I think students should definitely come out,” 

Fanelli said. “It’s very eye-opening to see how much 
GSS comes into play in all aspects of  life. The people 
presenting have worked so hard and put together a 
lot of  cool presentations together. Everyone can take 
away something from this colloquium.”

Morse believes it’s important to discuss these issues, 
as they connect to the larger discussion happening 
across the country.

“We are talking about gender and diversity,” Morse 
said. “It is part of  our national conversation, and by 
coming to a colloquium like this, you can begin to 
understand those hot buttons.”

M
ac

ke
nz

ie
 E

m
m

en
s/

 T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s

Feminism, sexism, witchcraft
Colloquium taking on gender and diversity 

Arts&Entertainment

505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

Ramapo College offers accelerated part-time graduate degree programs designed to prepare you 
for the next step in your career. Ramapo’s graduate programs combine classroom and online study 
to allow students to balance their lives and their education. 

Learn more at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270 

Small classes and a commitment to teaching and mentoring enable students to build close-working relationships with their professors.

We offer graduate degrees in:
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership
• Master of Arts in Special Education
• Master of Science in Educational Technology
• MBA, Master of Business Administration
• MSN, Master of Science in Nursing
• MSW, Master of Social Work

Ranked by U.S. News 
& World Report as one 
of the Best Regional 
Universities North 
category for public 
institutions.

Listed by Kiplinger’s as 
one of 100 Best Values 
in Public Colleges.

As a College of 
Distinction, Ramapo 
attracts and supports 
engaged students, 
great teaching, a 
vibrant community and 
successful outcomes.

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE
May 24

5:30-7:00pm
Register at:  www.ramapo.edu/grad1

(Click on link under Calendar)

Ranked as one of the 
“Best Bang-for-the-
Buck Colleges in the 
Northeast” by
Washington Monthly.

Learn in small classes. 
          Succeed in big ways.

The GSS Colloquium will feature student and faculty research on a range 
of topics such as feminism in Disney movies, sexism and abortion access. 
It will take place on April 7 in Sweigart Auditorium. 



By Samantha Reed

STUDENTS were all smiles at Rider University’s annual Relay for Life 
fundraiser on April 2, as they circled the track in Alumni Gym to 
celebrate advances in treating cancer, remember those lost and 
continue to fight back.

Out of  the 57 teams and 932 participants, a total of  $52,795.24 was 
donated to the American Cancer Society. 

“I felt like it was a huge success,” said junior public relations major 
Samantha Miller, who was on the Relay for Life committee this year. 
“We worked really hard to make it better than ever. I think my favorite 
moment of  the night was seeing how much fun everyone was having 
dancing on the track, raising money for a good cause.”

Relay for Life has become a favorite campus-wide event among the 
student community at Rider, as many feel it is one of  the few events 
all year that truly brings the entire campus together, despite different 
majors, different groups of  friends, the different ages and different 

organizations students are involved in. 
“There is so much positivity that can come from a group of  people; 

the members of  this campus, specifically, coming together to work 
towards a common goal,” said senior theater performance major 
Alexandria Huntington.

Senior theater major Darin Earl,who is involved in more than eight 
organizations on campus, was surprised to learn that Relay doesn’t 
necessarily have to be a sad or sentimental event. 

“I learned that people are so very strong and incredible,” Earl said. 

“I learned that Relay is about more than just my personal reason for 
being there, [remembering] my aunt who I just lost in January, and 
was more about celebrating the memories and the lives who dedicated 
their lives for this cause or experienced this or survived this illness.”

Despite an ironic fire alarm during the luminaria lap, when 
students crack glow sticks in honor of  those lost to cancer, the Relay 
went off  without a hitch. Many were surprised at the continuity of  

the event and that the energy of  the crowd, despite the late hours of  
the night, never faltered. With the success from this year’s fundraiser, 
it’s safe to say Relay will continue to be a Rider University tradition for 
years to come.

For more information or to make more donations, see rider.edu/events/
relay-for-life.
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Fighting back: one step at a time

Sisters of the Alpha Xi Delta sorority walk to raise money for their team’s donations to The American Cancer Society.

Brothers of Sigma Phi Epsilon carry their flag during their walk to raise money. Below, participants wait for Relay for Life festivities to begin.
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Tuesday, April 12th &  
Wednesday, April 13th 
At 7:00 P.M. SWG 115 

Brief Discussion to Follow the Film 

A race we 
can’t afford 

to lose! 

‘‘My favorite moment of  the night was seeing how 
much fun everyone was having dancing on the track.
 SAMANTHA MILLER, JUNIOR PUBLIC RELATIONS MAJOR

The Rider Front Row Step Team performs for the participants of this year’s Relay for Life.
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SEE SLEEPING
ON IT, PAGE 9

JUNIOR SPEAKS

Catching ZZZ’s 
to get some A’s 

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernews@rider.edu

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the edi-
tor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone 
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als or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor for length, 
clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. 
Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which 
may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or 
hand deliver to Ridge House. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding 
publication.
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Opinion

THERE is a problem with the ide-
alization of  the college lifestyle. 
I’ve overheard conversations of  
students near-bragging about 

how their schedules are so busy. About 
how they have to work, go to school, 
do homework, drive to that internship, 
come back and work a second job, then 
go to classes in the morning. 

It seems like the “cool” college kids 
are the ones who are overworked, the 
ones who claim they haven’t slept in 
three days. They’re the ones who boast 
about how little sleep they get when 
they think micro napping in the library 
or on the bus to work counts as an 
adequate amount of  sleep for the day.

The thing is that not sleeping is not 
cool. I don’t care how late you have 

to stay up in order to complete all the 
work you piled on yourself. Personally, 
I have an 18-credit course load, which 
includes a virtual internship, and I work 
maybe three hours a week. It depends 
how many people come in for tutoring. 
I am quite happy with my work-school-
social life balance. And I go to bed at 
11:30 p.m. every night and wake up at 
8:30 a.m.

The “cool” thing about college life is 
time management and sleep. Your body 
needs time to relax. You shouldn’t be 
working 100 percent all the time. Not 
sleeping is actually really bad for your 
health. 

When you don’t sleep, your brain 
doesn’t 
function 

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Student tips for prez
AS James Sutphin Chamber-

lin and William Cogswell 
Whitney gazed upon the open-
ing of  the Trenton Business 

College in 1865, no storm clouds 
loomed. Now, for President Gregory 
Dell’Omo, the university is facing a 

The word deficit has spurted from 
the lips of  almost every student, 
staff  and faculty member since the 
middle of  the fall semester. Proposed 
program and faculty cuts shook the 
Rider community to pieces and left 
many looking for a sigh of  relief. 
Still, months after a deal was negoti-
ated, some community members, in 
disappointment, plan not to attend 
one of  the most important ceremo-
nies in a university president’s life, 
the inauguration. 

On April 8, Dell’Omo will 
officially embark on his journey 
as Rider’s seventh president and 
describe his vision for what he 
believes should be the priorities in 
the coming years. As students, we 
would like to offer some points on 
what we envision could benefit our 
community and make the university 
thrive in future years.

Preparing for Careers
Obviously, Rider needs to offer 

programs that attract students and 
prepare them for their futures. This 
means getting more programs in the 
works that are in line with what the 
job market is looking for right now.

In his town hall in February, 
Dell’Omo listed new programs in 
Sport Management, Healthcare 
Management, Allied Health Studies, 
Organizational Psychology, Health 
Sciences, Homeland Security, 
Technical Theater and Sports 
Media, which are underway or 
expected to be launched in 2016-17. 
He also mentioned proposed pro-
grams in Healthcare Policy, Creative 
Arts Therapy and Healthcare 
Communication. All these programs 
are a great start. But to become an 
even more robust university, we need 
to consider adding such realms as 
engineering, computer science and 
nursing. Programs like those are in 
the 10 most popular college majors, 
according to The Princeton Review.
They could bring many students to 
the university.

An increase in enrollment 
through new program offerings 
could reduce that very deficit that 
put us on such a rocky path last fall. 
A catalog sprinkled with new, inter-
esting undergraduate and graduate 
opportunities could increase student 
diversity, attracting to Rider engaged 
students open to different disciplines.

Enhancing Campus Facilities
To a prospective student, the 

campus façade is highly important. 
You want to feel you belong at a uni-
versity not only through the people 
you meet but also because of  the 
sights you see. This is where facili-
ties renovation is key to bringing in 
more students. In the summer, it is 
planned that Sweigart Auditiorium, 
the Science building and Moore 
Library will undergo refurbishment. 

The Campus Mall and Bart Luedeke 
Center Bookstore will also get 
spruceups. Three residential houses 
will receive boiler replacements. Gee 
Hall will start a yearlong renovation. 

Most of  the dorms need updat-
ing, especially to fix the tendency to 
overheat year-round. We also need 
cosmetic work to hide chips in the 
paint and replace outlets that don’t 
work in our academic buildings’ 
hallways. 

As prospective students walk 
by on tours and see some of  our 
sub-par dorms, they might grimace. 
In that case, what they don’t see, 
beyond our cracks, are the fantastic 
faculty and courses we have to offer. 
They don’t see the amazing experi-
ences they will have. Let’s fix the 
facilities issues and move past them.

Fostering a Community-based 
Culture

The university should pride itself  
on giving back to the community 
and sharing its deep-rooted connec-
tions with Lawrenceville, Princeton 
and Trenton. A top priority for the 
president should be to strengthen 
relations. Rider’s economic vitality, 
as well as our social and cultural 
attributes, are already benefits, but 
they’re almost invisible to people off  
campus. 

The university should find more 
ways to mutually benefit from part-
nering with state and local agencies 
in different projects. We should also 
encourage alumni involved within 
their own communities to help 
spread the word about Rider and 
what an impact it has made on their 
lives. 

Uplifting Morale
Vice presidents, deans and other 

administrators should come out of  
their offices every day and see what 
is happening on the campuses. It 
would reinvigorate attitudes and 
lighten spirits. If  the people who run 
this university would cast their smil-
ing faces in every corner of  Rider, 
the institution would have a better 
atmosphere.

As the president stands before 
the community and pronounces his 
vision for the university, he should 
keep some key aspects in mind. The 
financial shortfall that the univer-
sity has seen, and the reactions 
that the cutback announcements 
the president evoked, need to be 
mended before he can proceed. 
Meanwhile, the community needs to 
be reminded that the university can 
still implement unique projects such 
as the new hedges in front of  Moore 
Library. To us, despite our kidding 
around on page 1, that beautifica-
tion effort represents fresh growth 
as well as photo ops for all. Can you 
dig it?

Inaugurating only the seventh 
president in 150 years marks a 
momentous occasion, one that 
should be celebrated with Rider 
pride.

The weekly editorial expresses the majority 
opinion of  The Rider News. This week’s 

editorial was written by the Managing 
Editor, Alexis Schulz.



G R E E N  CO R N E R

A ‘call to arms’ as humans are racing extinction
THINGS college students often worry about: GPAs, 

exams, jobs, social lives... College students’ 
minds are always a buzz with concerns.
 Something college students should worry 

about but probably never do: the extinction of  the 
human race. 

Unfortunately, that’s a possibility that is more real 
than people care to admit. Scientists from Stanford 
say the sixth mass extinction is taking place on our 
planet. No. 5 took out the dinosaurs. It’s also the first 
caused by a single species: us. Scientists predict we 
may lose half  the species on the planet by the end 
of  the century. This era is called the Anthropocene, 
or “Age of  Man,” because the evidence shows that 
humanity has sparked this catastrophic loss. 

Our lack of  concern for the environment is what 
has triggered this possible extinction. Human-caused 
climate change is one of  the huge forces pushing 
our own species to extinction. According to a leaked 

report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), the human body could likely suc-
cumb to limits on abilities to regulate heat, poten-
tially cutting global productivity in warmer months. 
Body temperatures could also rise, impairing physi-
cal and cognitive functions and, depending on how 
high the body temperature reaches, causing loss of  
consciousness or death.

While all of  this is scary, it doesn’t necessarily 
render us helpless. For Rider students, the one thing 
that we can do is the one thing that we are meant 
to do: stay educated. The Office of  Sustainability 
is providing one way to make that happen, through 
the screening of  the film Racing Extinction on April 
11 and 12 in Sweigart 115 at 7 p.m. Oscar-winning 
director Louie Psihoyos says the film is intended as a 
call to arms to prevent a bleak future for Earth and 
its steadily vanishing species. The film centers on an 
unlikely team of  activists out to expose the realities 

facing endangered species across the globe. It also 
focuses on an idea: We are the only ones who can 
stop this. 

“My intention in making the film is not just to 
create the awareness, but to create a campaign, a 
movement,” Psihoyos said. 

So, Rider, let’s do our part in trying to stop a 
catastrophic event that could eventually lead to the 
end of  the generations we leave behind. Mass animal 
extinction, global climate change, illegal wildlife 
trafficking… The problems are overwhelming. The 
solutions, however, must start within each of  us. It 
only takes one thought, one action or one leap of  
faith to change the world we live in. A movement 
can be born when hope is ignited. And when we are 
racing against our own extinction, that hope can go a 
really long way. 

—Chelsea Simpkins
Westminster Eco Rep
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Sleeping on it
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion

at its top capacity. According to the National Heart, Lung and Blood Institute, when 
your body lacks sleep, you are less productive because you “take longer to finish 
tasks, have a slower reaction time and make more mistakes.” So all those things you 
signed yourself  up for aren’t getting the full potential of  your brain. Why would you 
want to give only half  of  your mind to the things you think are so important?

Sleep deprivation affects your brain. WebMD says studies have found sleep-
deprived people to be “substantially worse at solving logic or math problems” com-
pared to when they are well rested.  

Jodi A. Mindell, Ph.D., a professor of  psychology at St. Joseph’s University in 
Philadelphia and author of  “Sleep Deprived No More,” said in the same article, 
“[Sleep loss] impairs your cognition, your attention and your decision-making.” 
These three functions are important to learning.

I’m not the type of  person who will stay up finishing assignments. I try my best 

with the time I have, then I go to sleep. Maybe in the morning if  I still need to finish 
up something, I’ll continue it after breakfast. I have no problem admitting I didn’t 
complete an assignment. I value my health over a grade. And I have good grades, 
meaning above a C. 

I believe there is a way to take care of  yourself  while taking care of  your respon-
sibilities. I understand some of  you have to work your way through college in order 
to pay for it. But please, put your health in a higher spot on your priority list. Make 
sure you attempt to get eight hours of  sleep. They have been yelling at us since high 
school about this, and now we finally can create our own schedules. Having an early 
class is no excuse. If  you have an 8 a.m. class, then you should be going to bed at 11 
p.m. or sooner. 

Your body needs to go into a deep sleep in order to repair itself  and build memo-
ries. Those notes that aren’t sticking with you probably would if  you had enough 
sleep.

Sleep is important. There is no badge of  honor for who can become the most 
sleep deprived and dysfunctional. So turn out your lights and go to sleep.

—Rena Carman
Junior communication studies major
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B A S E B A L L

Broncs headed back to Citizen’s Bank
 By J.J. Santagata

THE baseball team is headed back to 
the Liberty Bell Classic title game 
following a pair of  wins against 
Fairfield and a walk-off  win over 

Lehigh.
In a mid-week game against 

Delaware State (5-22, 5-3 MEAC), 
junior first baseman Tyler Kaiser had 
an RBI single to right field, scoring 
sophomore outfielder Brian Uliana. 
Junior third baseman Mike Volaski’s 
two-run double to center brought in 
Kaiser and sophomore infielder Jake 
Bender, cutting the lead by one. Bender 
added an RBI in the fourth and scored 
on a throwing error to make it 5-4 in 
favor of  the Broncs. 

Once Rider (8-18, 2-4 MAAC)
gained the lead, there was no looking 
back. The team’s five runs in the sixth 
inning pushed it past the Hornets. 

Kaiser started off  the scoring with a 
single, scoring junior outfielder Dalton 
Mayberry and Uliana. 

Big production came from sopho-
more infielder Christian Estevez, who 
registered three RBIs in the sixth off  a 
double to left, scoring Volaski, Kaiser 
and junior catcher Lee Lipinski. 

Rider had six pitchers in the game. 
Junior Josh Sharik threw 2.1 scoreless 
innings, allowing no hits and strik-
ing out two, and sophomore Andrew 
Tumbelty shut the door by striking out 
two in a scoreless ninth inning. 

“If  we keep playing defense behind 
our strong starters, getting them deep 
into the game, then we will find suc-
cess,” Lipinski said.

Rider’s 14-hit fest on April 1 against 
Fairfield (8-15, 1-2 MAAC) pushed 
it past Fairfield in the first of  three 
meetings for the weekend. With the 
bases loaded, Lipinski hit a grand slam 
to give the Broncs a 4-1 lead. Lipinski 
had a huge day for the Broncs, adding 
another RBI in the seventh inning to 
make it 5-1. Lipinski’s five-RBI day was 
the first time since 2013 a Bronc has 
tallied five RBIs in a game. 

“If  we continue hitting in clutch sit-
uations, we will be able to continue our 
recent success,” Lee Lipinski added. 

Sophomore pitcher Nick 
Margevicius pitched 6.1 innings and 
allowed only two earned runs for his 
sixth career win. Despite the Broncs’ 
defense committing four errors, the 
Broncs’ strong offensive production 
held them in the game. 

Kaiser tripled in the seventh inning 
to give Rider a 6-1 lead. Senior 

outfielder James Locklear singled for 
career hit No. 150. 

Fairfield’s two-run rally in the 
seventh was stopped quickly by Rider’s 
Sharik pitching 1.2 innings of  hitless, 
scoreless relief. 

Sophomore pitcher Paul Sparano 
then pitched a hitless, scoreless ninth 
inning for his first save of  the year. 
The Broncs went on to to win 6-3 to 
take the first of  three meetings of  the 
weekend. 

 “We hope to keep things rolling and 
continue to do our individual jobs to 
help the team,” Bender said.

Taking one of  two games on April 2 
seemed to give the Broncs the confi-
dence they needed. Fairfield took a 
5-2 lead in the third inning, but Rider 
responded with a two-run, four-hit 
fourth inning, cutting the deficit to one. 
Rider took a 6-5 lead with two runs in 
the sixth inning when Estevez doubled 

and scored on a wild pitch. 
No team could hold the lead until 

late in the seventh, when with two outs, 
Estevez kept the inning alive with a sin-
gle to left field to later score on an error 
by Fairfield junior infielder Michael 
Conti. That would wrap it up and give 
the Broncs a 7-6 win in game one. 

“This game really showed the fight 
we have and that we can overcome any 
deficit,” Bender said.

Game two was a bumpy ride for the 
Broncs as it was all Fairfield. Holding 
a 5-1 lead in the fifth inning, the Stags 
added another three in the sixth to 
make it 8-1, and another two in the 
seventh for a 10-1 lead. The Broncs fell 
short 13-1 to the Stags. 

Ten of  the 13 runs scored by the 
Stags came in the fifth inning or later, 
with sophomore C.J. Hirschy allowing 
eight earned runs and 12 hits in 5.1 
innings pitched.

Against Lehigh (10-18, 1-3 Patriot 
League) on April 5, Rider was able to 
stay undefeated at Sonny Pittaro Field. 
In a wild, back-and-forth game, the 
Broncs escaped 10-9 off  a pop-fly in 
the 10th inning that fell to drive home 
the winning run. 

In the final of  the Liberty Bell 
Classic, Rider will look to defend 
its title against the winner of  the St. 
Joseph’s/Villanova semifinal game. The 
contest will be on April 26 at Citizen’s 
Bank Park, home of  the Philadelphia 
Phillies. 

Freshman pitcher Brett Kosciolek has an ERA of 2.13 in five appearances, striking out 22 batters. 
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THINKING ABOUT SUMMER ALREADY?   
 SO ARE WE!

700 E. Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901 | cps@delval.edu | 215.489.4848

At Delaware Valley University, summer doesn’t mean 

a break from school. It’s the best time to get ahead 

or caught up! We make it easy for visiting students 

to make the most of their summer.

REGISTRATION OPENS MARCH 14 

 - Online and on campus

          - Accelerated and full term

         - Credits are easily transferable
  * No application fee required for visiting students

     delval.edu/summer-collegenews 
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Leaving classroom for press box
By Brandon Scalea

FOLLOWING its victory over 
Valparaiso in the NIT Final, the 
George Washington University 
men’s basketball team sat at the 

podium in the Madison Square Garden 
(MSG) media room, taking questions 
from reporters.

As the postgame session was about 
to wrap up, there was time for one 
more question. A young man wearing 
a Rider pullover raised his hand and 
asked the players: “On a lighter note, 
President Obama does live in your 
area, so do you think he was rooting for 
you tonight?”

The room filled with laughter.
The young man who asked the ques-

tion was junior communication studies 
major Daniel Kingsley, who was one 
of  the nine Rider students covering the 
championship game held annually at 
the holy sports cathedral of  MSG.

“This was a once-in-a-lifetime 
opportunity for me,” he said. “I wanted 
to make the most of  it. I was a little 
nervous asking that question because I 
was scared it would be taken negatively 
or sort of  fall flat. But I was definitely 
relieved when I got a few laughs, espe-
cially because I had never been in a 
press conference before.”

The students were there for a live 
sports reporting class assignment, with 
their media access obtained by their 
professor, Chuck Bausman. 

Bausman, the former executive 
sports editor for the Philadelphia Daily 
News, is in the midst of  his first semes-
ter ever teaching a college course. His 

class will return in the Fall 2016 semes-
ter, where students will get to cover 
both major and minor league baseball 
games.

With endless experience to boot, he 
hopes his hands-on approach has been 
beneficial for his students who are look-
ing to pursue a career in sports media. 

“The idea of  attending a major 
sporting event is to give the students 
an opportunity to experience how 
the media works in such a setting,” 
Bausman said. “It is the next step in 
moving from the classroom to the real 
world. If  students are motivated by the 
experience, all the better.”

On March 31, the class took the 
train to bustling New York Penn 
Station, which is conveniently located 
right below the Garden. They then 
entered an “employees only” section 
where they picked up their credentials, 
just as any ESPN.com, New York Times, or 
Associated Press sports writer would do. 

After convening in the media room 
where the students picked up game 
notes and statistics for both G.W. and 
Valparaiso, they headed up the escala-
tor to the eighth-floor press box. They 
were treated with a sweeping view of  
the Garden from the corner of  the 
court. 

According to Kingsley, the experi-
ence was second to none.

“To have the chance for a real 
hands-on sports writing assignment is 
one thing, but for it to be at Madison 
Square Garden is surreal,” he said. “I 
was treated like a VIP for the entire 
evening. It was probably the best 

experience I have had at Rider.”
In the game itself, the Colonials 

controlled the Crusaders from start 
to finish, winning 76-60 for their first 
ever postseason tournament champi-
onship. In front of  almost 8,000 fans, 
the majority of  which were pro-G.W., 
junior forward Tyler Cavanaugh 
dropped 12 points and earned NIT 
Most Outstanding Player.

In the postgame, the sports reporting 
class first had the opportunity to hear 
a somber Valparaiso head coach speak 
about his team and the 30-win journey 
it had in 2015-16. Then, the victors 
entered the room, with Colonial Head 

Coach Mike Lonergan donning a cut 
basketball hoop around his neck — the 
custom in college basketball. 

For the Rider students in attendance 
that night, it was the first of  what they 
hope will be many first-hand experi-
ences in sports media. 

However, on April 1, their path 
to the industry may have gotten even 
brighter when the school’s incoming 
sports media major was recommended 
for approval by the Presidents’ Council 
of  the New Jersey Academic Issues 
Committee. It will be further discussed 
on April 25 and it is likely the major 
will pass. 

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Rider rewrites record books at Virginia meet
By Shanna O’Mara

THE men’s and women’s track and field teams shat-
tered several university records at the Colonial 
Relays in Williamsburg, Virginia, on March 
31-April 2. The men placed 18th of  44 teams and 

the women 27th at the meet hosted by the College of  
William and Mary.

“Overall, the men and women did really well,” 
sophomore David Gaynor said. “A few people really 
stepped up and did outstanding jobs. The sprint 
medley relay team breaking a 15-year-old record was 
among the most outstanding performances.”

Gaynor placed sixth in the discus with a distance of  
130’3” on day three. The 1600m sprint medley team 
of  sophomore Lexie Taylor, senior Nicole Georgia, 
senior Madeline Hummel and senior Stephanie Welte 
placed eighth in 4:09.32.

“We don’t do [this relay] very often, so it was excit-
ing to get the chance to break a 15-year-old record,” 
Welte said. “We know as a relay we could have run 
faster, but breaking the record was still a nice accom-
plishment for us as a team. I felt pretty good during 
my leg. I was alone for most of  it, but felt that I gave 
the best effort I could based on the race I was given.”

Sophomore Karoline Sandvig placed 13th in 
the championship division finals on day one of  the 
hammer throw with a distance of  42.43m. Freshman 
Ashley Berry placed eighth in the university hammer 
event with a personal best of  40.54m, and freshman 
Heather Cullen was 12th (39.34m).

Senior Nasser Zayer placed 17th in the 3000m uni-
versity race with a time of  9:00.98 and freshman Ryan 
Dritschel was seven seconds behind, earning 20th.

The men’s sprint medley team, of  junior Devon 
Jefferson, sophomore Andrew Horberg, freshman 
Demetrious Fitzpatrick and freshman Dalin Hackley, 
placed 12th in 3:35.70. 

The distance medley relay team — sophomore 
Anthony Ardino, freshman Alvin Abraham, junior 

Johnathan Jackson and senior Thomas McLaughlin — 
placed fourth in 10:10.07.

“I thought our distance medley team ran a good 
race,” McLaughlin said. “I think each leg would 
have liked to shave some time off, but I thought we 
displayed a good effort. I enjoy running in the relays 
because my teammates are not just some guys who 
happen to wear the same jersey, but they are my 
friends and I care about their performances.

“I know that, especially when I lead off  the relay, 
that my teammates are counting on me, and I need to 
do all that I can and more in order to put those guys 
in the best position possible. I knew that if  I put those 
guys in a good position, that they would give me the 
same amount of  effort during their own legs, and that 
just makes the team more competitive.”

On day two, Jackson placed sixth overall in the 
800m, third among college runners, with an IC4A 
qualifying time of  1:51.03.

Freshman Marcell Brown threw 47’2.75” in the 
shot put, earning the fifth-place spot. Freshman 
Avery Killiebrew placed sixth in the long jump with 

a distance of  21’6.75” and senior Olivia Rosenberger 
placed 12th with a distance of  16’7.25”.

The women’s 4x1500m relay team of  senior 
Nicolette Mateescu, junior Megan McGarrity, 
sophomore Alexandra Santora and graduate student 
Katie Kinkead placed 12th in a Rider-record time of  
19:39.85.

“I’ve always wanted to run a 4x1500 because it isn’t 
a very common relay,” McGarrity said. “The race was 
a little difficult because I had run the 5K the previous 
day, but it was still an honor to run in the Rider sin-
glet. The other members of  the relay did a great job 
reacting to the race, and it was so much fun getting to 
run with a great group of  ladies.”

The women’s 4x200 relay team of  freshman 
Destiny Kearney, freshman Morgyn Bennett, senior 
Miranda Roberts and freshman Angela Cotugno 
placed 15th in 1:45.47.

On the men’s side, Horberg, sophomore Christin 
Patrick and seniors Justin Veltri and Dameon Haynes 
placed 10th with a time of  1:31.25.

On day three, senior Daria Chadwick cleared 5’5” 
to win the high jump.

“Colonial Relays is always a competitive meet, so 
winning was not only a surprise but a huge confidence 
boost,” Chadwick said. “It means a lot, and I’m grate-
ful to have experienced a high-pressure situation this 
early. It’s nice to have some momentum going forward 
into next week, and hopefully it’ll continue for the rest 
of  the season.”

Although both teams competed at a high level 
and broke many records, both personal and for the 
school, McLaughlin feels there is always room for 
improvement.

“As a team, I think we all want to perform a bit bet-
ter, but it’s how we will respond to our successes and 
failures that will define how we finish this season,” he 
said.

Daniel Kingsley, Daniela Merino, Isabella Cadavid and Chuck Bausman look down at the court.

Senior Daria Chadwick won the high jump at the Colonial Relays.
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Inside today: New 
class gets a chance 
to cover major 
sports event Page 11Sports

By Carlos Toro

THE NCAA Tournament is one of  
the biggest sporting events in the 
United States. The excitement 
envelops the nation in a way very 

few events can.
For Rider junior accounting major 

Cory Andrews, he not only got to 
watch it, he also got to work in it.

Andrews provided live stats at 
the NCAA Women’s Tournament 
Sweet 16 and Elite Eight games in 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, where peren-
nial powerhouse Connecticut, which 
won its fourth consecutive national 
championship.

It is just another sporting event the 
accounting major can check off. Many 
of  these experiences come from his 
work with Rider Athletics in the sports 
information department as a public 
address announcer.

“Getting to call stats for Connecticut 
was crazy,” Andrews said. “It was the 
most complete basketball game I have 
ever seen. It’s hard to concentrate 
on that. On Sunday, I got to escort 
Connecticut and Texas to their locker 
rooms so I even got to talk to the 
Connecticut starters and Head Coach 
Geno Auriemma. It was a neat experi-
ence talking about coffee with him.” 

Some of  his roles include writing up 
game stats as they are happening, and 
assisting Sports Information Director 
Bud Focht and Assistant Sports 
Information Director Brian Solomon. 

There are some occasions where 
Andrews would not only get to work 
games off-campus, but out of  the 
region as well, such as travelling with 
the softball team when they went to 
Florida for the Rebel Spring Games 
from March 13-17.

In Florida, Andrews was in charge 
of  doing live stats for Rider’s games, as 
well as updating Twitter with results. It 
wasn’t all work, though, as he got to see 
an MLB Spring Training game. 

“Usually, when you’re working 
games such as softball or baseball, 
whether it would be with Solomon and 
Focht, what they say usually goes as to 
what stat to call,” Andrews said. “For 
me to do everything when I was in 
Florida was a really refreshing experi-
ence. I would do it again.”

Solomon said that Andrews works 
extremely well and that he is one of  
those students that he can tell is going 
to be very successful when he leaves 
Rider.

“Cory seamlessly works with those 
his age and with the adult profession-
als,” Solomon said. “Whether it is 
working with one of  the basketball 
coaches, helping the radio announc-
ers, helping a reporter do research or 
working as a team with the rest of  the 
student workers, you kind of  forget he 
is only 21 years old. We rely on him 
more and more, and give him more 
challenging things to do because he has 
proven he can handle them.”

Andrews had several accolades com-
ing out of  high school: student coun-
cil president for three years and golf  
captain. Those accolades, he thought, 
were going to be enough for him to get 
accepted into Penn. 

Unfortunately, the school did not 

grant his application, something that 
Andrews is now using as inspiration.

“I applied for Penn, early decision, 
but that didn’t work out and so that has 
always been a motivating factor for me, 
that is to prove them wrong,” Andrews 
said. “Even when I applied to schools 
like St. Joe’s, which was my number 
two school, UPenn stuck out to me. 
Everything happens for a reason. Their 
loss.”

Despite the disappointment the 
rejection gave him, he found a saving 
grace in Rider, where he has been able 
to excel. He said that Rider had every-
thing he was looking for when picking 
out schools to apply to. He previously 
applied to schools such as Monmouth 
and Georgetown.

“I wanted a school that was some-
what local and had a small class size,” 
Andrews said. “I feel like I thrive in 
that system, and so why change now? 
Rider checked off  everything that I 
wanted in a university, and while Rider 
was not the original school I wanted to 
attend, the school blew me away with 
its presentation. I’m happy I’m here.”

Outside of  his work in Rider athlet-
ics, Andrews also created coryandrews-
sports.com, a website that focuses on 
analytics and stats in sports. Posts from 
the website include mock drafts for the 
NFL, college basketball rankings and 
MLB seasonal previews.

“I made this site last year when I 
was a sophomore,” Andrews said. “I 

wanted something that was not just 
informational but also could be used as 
a portfolio of  sorts.”

Andrews also has a unique oppor-
tunity in helping out a class for Rider’s 
new sports management major. The 
class, BUS 450: Contemporary Issues 
of  Sports Management, focuses on ana-
lytics for sports management majors.

“Dr. Ira Sprotzer and Dr. Drew 
Procaccino talked to me in November 
and they have wanted to start this cap-
stone class, which is the last class any 
sports management major has to take,” 
Andrews said. “They wanted to focus 
on analytics, being how teams focus on 
it. 

“They asked me to think of  some 
ideas to help them with the class. They 
wanted some sources on where they 
can find data on things people wouldn’t 
think of  off  the top of  their head and 
some interesting projects that students 
can do.”

While it may sound like doing all of  
these things would be overwhelming, 
Andrews welcomes the challenge of  
managing time. He says he feels com-
fortable handling a big workload.

“The one good thing is that I have 
a good memory,” Andrews said. “I 
wake up and study for my tests or 
assignments I have during the day and 
usually do well, and focus my time on 
my website and think critically on some 
topics, which kind of  puts my mind at 
ease. I wouldn’t say it’s a grind. In fact, 

it’s kind of  helped me.”
As for a career in sports, Andrews 

said he wants to work as an executive 
and use analytics to help improve what-
ever team he is working for.

“This is something I’ve been grap-
pling with more recently,” Andrews 
said. “It’s kind of  struck me, especially 
as I go to these events, such as the 
Sweet 16. I’ve been applying to these 
teams for these past few months and 
it’s very hard for me to find one path 
to go on. Ultimately, I would love to be 
a general manager for a professional 
team, whether it would be in football, 
basketball or baseball, in the distant 
future. That’s my ultimate goal.”

Andrews described his time at Rider 
so far as “phenomenal.” The opportu-
nities that he has gotten are not only 
a blessing for Andrews, but also would 
not have happened if  he had gone to 
another school.

“I never would have imagined I 
could do all the things I have done 
up to now when I came in here as a 
freshman,” Andrews said. “I initially 
thought I would do stats for basketball, 
and I remained hopeful I could do at 
least that. Doing all the things I’ve done 
and having the support of  everyone 
here has been unreal. I know I would 
not have been able to do this if  I had 
gone to a bigger school like Penn.”

Rider opens doors to behind-scenes opportunities

Rider junior Cory Andrews is ready to work 
the NCAA Women’s Basketball Sweet 16 and 
Elite Eight games in Bridgeport, Connecticut.




