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By Robert Leitner 

WHEN the lights dimmed in the 
Sweigart Auditorium, students 
and faculty could see the words 
“We Are Not ISIS” as Dr. 

Abdulhussein Kadhim Reishaan began dis-
cussing how Muslims and Islam are clearly 
distinguished from the terrorist group.

This fact can be brought to people’s 
attention through dialogue between stu-
dents in Iraq and the U.S., said Reishaan, 
an Iraqi professor who spoke at Rider’s 
International Day on Feb. 25. 

“When we talk about things related to 
the eastern and western world, it is not an 
easy discussion,” said Reishaan. “It is dif-
ficult to find where to begin because there 
seem to be more differences than similari-
ties. The kind of  thing I want to talk about 
is the relationship made between Rider 
University and the University of  Kufa and 
the program of  Global Village.”

Rider’s Global Village allows Iraqi stu-
dents from the University of  Kufa to have 
discussions with Rider students. The Global 
Village has been holding 10 to 12 video 
conferences a year for about seven years, 
and the confer-
ences usually 
last around 90 

Core conflict: LAS proposal up for a vote
By Thomas Regan 

A PROPOSED change for the College 
of  Liberal Arts and Sciences’ core 
curriculum — which would be its 
first significant revision in more 

than 35 years — faces a vote on March 
31.

The proposal was met with strongly 
differing opinions during a meet-
ing of  the Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Committee on Academic Policy 
(LASCAP) on Feb. 25. 

The proposal’s supporters argue that 
the core will reinforce fundamental 
skills — writing, speech and mathemat-
ics  — with upper-level courses in any 
discipline designed to practice those 
abilities. Proponents believe the “verti-
cal” (in-depth) aspect of  the core would 
lead students to focus their elective 
courses in a particular subject area. 
Ideally, this would lead to the pursuit of  
a minor. 

Critics voice concern that on top of  
the old core — which is kept virtually 
intact and still totals about 42 credits 
— the addition of  about seven inten-
sive or upper-level courses could take 
away from minors, and free electives 
while making second majors practically 
impossible.

Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate dean 
for the Liberal Arts and Sciences, says 
that the proposed core would push the 
reconstruction of  some courses in every 
department, revitalizing the academic 
community. 

“Departments are going to have 
this opportunity to really rethink what 
their courses are going to be,” he said. 
“We think that that’s not only going 
to energize faculty, but it’s also going 
to get students really excited because 
they’re going to be in these courses that 
are injected with new thought.”

The proposal would change the 
current core, by adding a required oral 
communication course, and offering the 
ability to choose between the present 
two sciences (six credits) or a single sci-
ence course with a one-credit lab (four 
credits). The credit total for that part 
of  the proposal comes out to anything 
between 43 and 45 credits. 

Yet, as the document continues, 
there is a global perspective ele-
ment that says, “no additional credits 
required,” but then states that one 
course must be taken. In addition, the 
vertical dimension is prefaced with “no 
additional graduation credits required,” 
but says, “This requirement fosters 

depth and coherence in a field outside 
of  the (first) major. Note: These two 
courses are electives to be determined 
by the student in consultation with his 
or her academic adviser as consistent 
with the specification below.”

Because of  the document’s language, 
Dr. Cynthia Lucia, professor of  English 
and director of  Film and Media stud-
ies, fears that some of  the proposal’s 
elements, particularly the “vertical” 
requirements, may prove more cumber-
some than beneficial to students trying 
to pick up a minor. 

“While there is a six-credit ‘Vertical 
Integration’ piece, there are additional 
‘verticality’ requirements that aren’t 
labeled as such,” she said in an email. 
“I believe this adds an element of  
confusion for both students and faculty 
advisers, and it may have the effect of  
discouraging students from pursuing 
minors and/or double majors.”

In addition, the proposed cur-
riculum change includes an increased 
emphasis on continued learning in skills 
— writing, math and speech — plus an 
added global perspective. 

All told, the proposed core could 
add about seven courses to the cur-
rent load, though its supporters suggest 

that courses within majors, minors and 
the core would be able to satisfy these 
changes. 

“We want all students to do some 
sort of  applied math after they take 
their initial math course,” Millen said. 
“In addition to taking an introduc-
tory speech course, students would be 
expected to take another speech course 
along the way that will enhance their 
oral communication skills. Another 
example would be writing. Right 
now, everybody does the elements of  
composition and then they do research 
writing.”

This proposal would add two writing 
intensive courses that could be within 
their major, minor or electives.

However, Dr. Vanita Neelakanta, 
professor of  English, who admits to 
her ambivalence on the proposed 
core, doubts how much focus would be 
placed on a course that is supposed to 
concentrate in writing. 

For example, the proposal says 
a writing-intensive course would 
require at least 16 pages of  writing 
assignments. 

“I don’t 
think 16 pages 
is adequate,” 

And the winner is (not) ...

The main character in Spike Lee’s fictitious Bamboozled celebrates uncomfortably when honored for his racist TV program. A report on the symposium on 
Spike Lee and African-American film on page 3. Commentary on page 9.
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Conodor
A mystery debunked. On Feb. 27 at 12:35 a.m., Public Safety received a report 

from residence life that a suspected marijuana odor was detected in Conover Hall. 
Officers visited the room where the smell was coming from and asked the resident 
if they could conduct a search. The student cooperated, and nothing was found. 

Tree limb catastrophe 
Mother Nature is at it again. On Feb. 25 at 3:15 p.m., Public Safety received a 

call from the parent of a student stating the child’s vehicle had a tree limb fall on 
it, damaging the front windshield of the vehicle. Officers were dispatched to the 
sorority lot where they took pictures of the damage. The cost of the damage is 
unknown. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

Previously banned film illuminates violence, loss
By Lauren Lavelle

A DISTRAUGHT mother clutches her son’s elemen-
tary school report card. Tears form in the 
corners of  her almond-shaped eyes as she 
describes her lively 9-year-old, a boy, she 

says, who never received less than an A on anything. 
Unfortunately though, as the mother puts away her 
son’s achievements, the audience learns her son was a 
victim of  violence, hit on the back of  the head with a 
rifle on his way to school. The mother wipes her tears 
and remains clutching her son’s final report card.  

The 23rd annual Emanuel Levine Lecture took 
place in the Cavalla Room on Feb. 29 with a screen-
ing of  Textures of  Loss, a controversial documentary by 
award-winning Indian filmmaker Pankaj Butalia. 

Shot in 2012 in the combat-ridden region of  
Kashmir, Butalia homes in on specific families and 
questions their experiences with violence while also 
attempting to gain knowledge on their tactics for fight-
ing the increasing acts of  terrorism in their homeland. 

“Textures of  Loss focuses on one of  the world’s most 
militarized areas of  dispute, the contested region of  
Kashmir, that has witnessed the rise of  armed insur-
gency in East India since the late 1980s,” said Shahla 
Hussain, an assistant professor in Rider’s Department 
of  History. “This insurgency has led to killings, 
bloodshed and violence on a large scale. Textures of  
Loss maps them back to violence in the daily lives of  
Kashmiris, especially women and youth.”

After viewing the film, the Central Board of  Film 
Certification and the Film Certification Appellate 
Tribunal in India encouraged Butalia to censor the 
documentary in order to eliminate certain aspects of  

brutality so the film would be appropriate for public 
viewing. 

“This documentary was banned in India as it 
raised several unconventional questions that did not 
fit in with the status perspectives of  Kashmir,” said 
Hussain. “Clearly, this documentary will provide us an 
insight into multiple perspectives about understand-
ing world conflicts and will raise some very interesting 
questions.”

After much deliberation, the Delhi High Court 
let the film be presented without censorship, saying, 

“the response [to unwelcome ideas] cannot be to ban, 
mutilate or destroy the work of  another, with whom 
one stridently disagrees.”

Butalia, a former Delhi University economics pro-
fessor, began his film career in 1990 with When Hamlet 
went to Mizoram. His big break did not arrive, though, 
until his 1993 film Moksha, a documentary on the 
hardships of  Bengali widows in Vrindavan. 

As he introduced his latest film, Butalia expressed 
his feelings on the motivation of  human beings and 
questioned why people feel the need to target one 
another. 

“I don’t know how to express the certain funda-
mental sense of  depression I feel when I think of  
human beings,” said Butalia. “I think there is some-
thing flawed in us. I think we are determined to press 
the self-destruct button and it doesn’t matter how 
much time goes by, we repeat things antiquated thou-
sands of  years ago. We have learned nothing.”

Butalia left the audience with his overall goal when 
making the documentary and encouraged them to 
take their own coping mechanisms into consideration. 

“In Textures of  Loss, I tried to look at the different 
ways in which people have dealt with loss and what 
it has done for them,” said Butalia. “I tried to see if  
it was possible to grieve alone and understand this 
particular loss itself.”

This lecture is hosted in honor of  Dr. Emanuel 
Levine, a former history professor who passed away in 
1980. It is also sponsored by the history and political 
science departments and supported by the Provost’s 
Student Centered Initiative.  

Pankaj Butalia presents his controversial film Textures of Loss.
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CLAS proposes core revisions
By Thomas Regan 

OUT of  curiosity, I looked at how my courses would match up with the proposed core 
to help determine how I would fare under the new system. In theory, I would be 
marginally affected. 

Since I am a journalism major and all I do is write, write some more and write 
again, I would easily satisfy the writing-intensive element of  the proposal. As for the oral 
requirement, I have taken both speech communication and advanced speech commu-
nication in my major, so, I would satisfy that as well. The computer-assisted reporting 
class, a journalism course involving writing based on the interpretation of  data, would 
conceivably check off  the quantitative-reasoning aspect. 

I have already completed about half  of  my advertising minor, and thus I have 
taken the series of  related courses required to satisfy the vertical dimension of  the 
proposal. However, I would need to take one course that is focused on the global per-
spective, and as a result, I would likely lose one of  my free electives. 

Yet, after sitting down with a friendly adviser, I was able to examine several senior 
students’ programs and found a number of  less fortunate individuals. Now, I would 
like to preface this by saying that Liberal Arts Associate Dean Jonathan Millen did 
express the idea that the proposed core would require a change in courses.

Nevertheless, one of  those students, who majors in psychology, would be five 
classes short of  completing the proposed core without a significant change in the 
focus of  the courses within her major. Her department would need to offer two 
“writing intensive” classes within her major, an oral communication course and one 
concentrated in the global perspective. In addition, the student would be unable to 
satisfy the vertical dimension aspect because she does not have a minor or series of  
non-major related courses. 

Another student with a major in history and two minors would satisfy his verti-
cal dimension requirement, and presumably, a history major would sail through the 
global perspective part of  the proposed core. However, unless his history courses were 
made writing-, oral communication- or quantitative intensive, he would miss out on 
those requirements and end up four classes short. 

Finally, we looked at a student majoring in film, TV and radio with a minor. He  
studied abroad, which should grant him global perspective, though the plan does not 
say so. The minor would get him out of  the vertical dimension and his major course 
would satisfy the oral communication requirement and one of  the writing intensive 
requirements. 

While there is merit to the proposed core, the school would have to offer differ-
ent courses or change existing courses so students like the aforementioned can satisfy 
those requirements. And in an ideal world, these courses would be designed first and 
then the core would change. 

Cont’d from P. 1

she said. “I understand that there’s 
been objection from certain depart-
ments where writing is not the main 
focus. I’m also a little leery on how 
much attention will actually be paid 
to the writing, as opposed to the 
kind of  material that they’re talking 
about.”

The hope for these intensive 
courses, according to Millen, would 
be to minimize the number of  
additional credits, while providing 
students with added practice of  skills. 

“Double-dipping changes every-
thing,” he said. “It could lead to a 
minimal increase at most.” 

Neelakanta is unsure whether 
every student would have the abil-
ity to double-dip a course to satisfy 
requirements, especially while the 
current core is remaining largely 
intact.

 “I think that once it is imple-
mented it will prove a real challenge, 
logistically. There is so much that 
we’re trying to take from the current 
system and then tweak it and move 
it around to fit a new set of  criteria. 
I feel in doing that, we might run up 
against a lot of  problems, like [quan-
titative in the English major], where 
not every requirement  is going to be 
applicable to every single discipline. 
So when you start mandating these 
blanket requirements, then you could 
face real issues in terms of  how every 
goal is to be realized by every disci-
pline or department.”

The current core will be assessed 

leading up to the Middle States reac-
creditation in 2018. However, Jane 
Rosenbaum, adjunct professor in 
English, said the assessment would 
have been more useful if  it had been 
done before attempting to propose a 
change. 

“As [Provost] DonnaJean 
[Fredeen] pointed out at the last 
LASCAP meeting, we’ve never done 
a comprehensive assessment of  the 
core,” Rosenbaum said. “This would 
all be so much simpler if  that had 
been done, and then we would know 
where it needed tweaking, and then 
there would be much less dissension.”

Millen understands that a lot 
of  the proposed core’s opponents 
worry that advisers won’t be able to 
effectively keep track of  how many 
requirements one course could satisfy. 
He says that DegreeWorks would 
simplify this. 

“If  we code DegreeWorks cor-
rectly, which says if  you take this 
course, it will check these two boxes, 
it’s a non-issue,” he said. “Courses 
will satisfy multiple boxes, and then 
advisers simply need to be trained in 
how to use DegreeWorks. For some 
reason, I think the core committee, 
of  which I’m a member, has not done 
a good enough job of  explaining this 
to folks. It’s a critique that’s easily 
addressed.”

Voters on March 31 will be the 
seven members of  LASCAP — three 
administrators and four faculty 
members.
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minutes.
“At Kufa, the interest in these conversations continues to increase, and there is 

a kind of  love for this experience because we feel that we are building something,” 
said Reishaan. “We feel in a way it can benefit students, and therefore the number 
of  students has increased. We went from convincing seven students to partake in the 
conversation to selecting 17 students to partake in this conversation.”

A motivation behind the Global Village is to correct the misrepresentations that 
both Iraqi and American students have developed. There is a common misunder-
standing of  American culture abroad. What Iraqis know of  American culture is from 
the U.S. government, armed forces, political leaders and media, Reishaan explained.  

 “The entire process of  invading Iraq, and bad actions of  killing and violence 
that the U.S. army did, put the Americans in a critical situation because the Iraqis 
can’t understand Americans,” said Reishaan. “These actions gave my people a false 
representation of  Americans.”

On the other hand, some people have developed the false understanding that 
ISIS is a form of  Islam, said Reishaan. He showed the audience a global map cov-
ered in red dots that tracked the ISIS narrative. He argued that the map shows the 
spread of  hatred towards Muslims in the world. 

“ISIS is a new kind of  religion and has nothing to do with Islam,” said Reishaan. 
“When we talk about Muslims of  the East, it could not be clearer that ISIS is not Islam.” 

One of  the main reasons for the crisis in the Middle East is the different beliefs 
across the ethnic groups in Iraq, Reishaan explained. There are three main groups: 
Sunni, Shiite and Kurds. For thousands of  years, these groups were able to coexist 
in Iraq.  

“We lived peacefully and recognized each other as brothers, sisters and friends,” 
said Reishaan. “Only after 2003 [when the U.S. invaded Iraq] did every one of  
these ethnic groups look for its own rights, even at the expense of  the others. We feel 
that there is a kind of  interference that happened.”

Reishaan mentioned how Iraq is a rather small country, and the countries that 
surround Iraq play different roles in the relationships the ethnic groups have with 
each other. 

“In this kind of  atmosphere, Iraq happened to be kind of  a haven for ISIS,” he 
said. “ISIS is a catastrophe that happened in the Middle East. Unfortunately it’s not 
only the East, and people all over the world are suffering from ISIS.” 

Iraq has been feeling the negative effects of  ISIS.  Mosul, a large city in Iraq, fell 
in June 2014, and is now occupied by ISIS. Following this incident, two of  Iraq’s 
largest cities were nearly destroyed by ISIS.  

“People were killed in mass graves,” said Reishaan. “Women, especially non-
Muslim women, were taken by force. They were kidnapped, some were killed, and 
some were sold on the market. Iraqi heritage was either knocked down, destroyed, 
or taken to be sold.”  

Some political leaders suggest the best move for Iraq is to separate into ethnic 
groups. The Shiites, however, believe that Iraq is one and should not be divided into 
separate parts, explained Reishaan. 

“As an Iraqi, I say no to dividing the country because simply the difference 
between Sunnis and Shiites is a political one,” said Reishaan.  “As one kind of  
people, we lived thousands of  years peacefully. The difference between Sunnis and 
the Shiites in Iraq is a difference that makes no difference at all. There are places in 
Iraq where both Sunni and Shiite live peacefully together.”  

Iraqi professor distinguishes Islam from terrorist group, ISIS

By Haley Vassiljev

A YOUNG drug dealer, trapped in a dead-end life in 
an inner-city housing project, makes an unlikely 
hero for a major film. 

But that’s one of  the things that makes 
Spike Lee’s Clockers so unusual, according to Michael 
Gillespie, an associate professor at the City College 
of  New York, who spoke during the Film and Media 
Studies symposium on Feb. 26. Clockers transforms the 
story into a tale about coming of  age and figuring out 
which path in life to take. 

“There are so many things about Spike Lee that 
remind me why I care about cinema, and why I care for 
it in the terms of  art,” said Gillespie, the author of  the 
book Film Blackness: American Cinema and the Idea of  Black 
Film. “There needs to be a bigger emphasis on black 
film as art rather than as a category, a diagnostic.”

He added that Lee can take stories and make 
people see basic truths of  life. 

“The value of  Spike Lee lies, in my opinion, in that 
he is the last great American auteur.” 

Rider’s annual film symposium was held on Feb. 
26 and 27 and focused on Lee, his work and other 

African-American-directed films, and featured student 
panels, film screenings and screenwriting and film 
competitions. 

Gillespie spoke as part of  a panel that also included 
Paula J. Massood, a professor of  film at CUNY 
Brooklyn College, and Ashley Clark, a journalist and 
film programmer.

“The most fascinating thing about Lee is that he 
moves around genres,” said Massood. “As someone 
who loves film and watches a lot of  film, I see that 
consciousness in his work.”

She then went on to talk about other Lee films 
including Do The Right Thing and Jungle Fever, which 
she wrote about in her book Black City Cinema: African-
American Experiences in Film and Making a Promise Land: 
Harlem in Twentieth Century Photography and Film.

“Lee went on to inspire a whole host of  other 
young filmmakers and inspire Hollywood to start 
making films that dealt with urban issues,” said 
Massood. “He made his own version of  these films 
of  young men living in city spaces and coming of  
age. On the one hand, his films deal with violence in 
the city, and on the other hand, he is concerned with 

representations of  violence.” 
Clark spoke about the movie Bamboozled, a contro-

versial story about blackface in America that produced 
many mixed reactions. 

“This history of  American blackface entertainment 
felt worlds away to me, as an English person,” said 
Clark. “I saw Bamboozled in London when it came out 
in 2000, and I didn’t like the movie at all. 

“It’s not set up to make you like it.”
Clark said movies are typically written so that the 

African-American characters end up in a better life-
style from where they started. 

“Bamboozled does something completely different,” 
said Clark. “It’s a powerful statement on national 
memory. It’s a film that’s prepared to rub America’s 
face in its racist past while explicitly connecting it to 
the present.”

He explained that Bamboozled includes multiple 
references to other films about the media and media 
spectacles.

“When you’re watching Spike Lee films, you know 
you’re watching a work of  a film fan, and it gives you 
an extra level,” he said.

Director exposes urban issues in Hol-Lee-wood

By Theresa Evans 

RINSE, dry, alert, repeat. In fall 
2016, you’ll want to download a 
convenient new app — one that 
will notify students when their 

laundry is finished. 
“We have become accustomed to 

getting alerts for so many different 
things and I think so many of  our 
students are so busy,” said Director of  
Housing Roberta Butler. “For this to 
be one other opportunity for us to help 
you manage an everyday part of  life 
definitely provides a level of  satisfaction 
and caring that I think students 
have come to expect here at 
Rider.”

A test run will be conducted over the 
summer using the students on cam-
pus as participants, Butler said. She 
is expecting no technical difficulties 
aside from the usual weak Wi-Fi signals 
that she mentioned the university is 

currently working to improve. The new 
washers and dryers will officially launch 
in time for the fall semester. 

The new machines, Butler said, will 
“allow students the freedom and flex-
ibility to not have to sit and watch their 
laundry.”

“It’s an awesome product, and I hope 
that students really enjoy it,” she said. 

According to Butler, students 
will have to download an app and 
go through a registration process. 
There will be various alerts that 
students can customize, including 
a notification when the doors are 
opened and a 15-minute warning 
before the wash is done. All they 
will have to do is open the app 
and select their building and the 

machine number(s). They will also be 
able to see the stages of  their wash.   

“I think the new machines will be 
beneficial because waiting for my wash 
will no longer be a guessing game,” 
said freshman elementary education 
major Molly Tracy. “When it’s done, 
I’ll get a notification and it will defi-
nitely make my life easier because I’m 
always on my phone.” 

Butler said that every residence hall 
will keep the same number of  machines 
that they currently have. All residence 
halls on both campuses will obtain new 
washers and dryers, including West 
Village, where each individual apart-
ment and suite has personal laundry 
amenities. 

This new technology is a trend and 
the fact that Rider is adopting it will 
keep the university competitive with 
other institutions, said Butler.  

Students often leave their laun-
dry sitting in the washing and drying 
machines because they forget about it, 
explained Butler. This is an opportunity 
for students to be more mindful of  their 
community. It will also provide a sense 
of  comfort and security for students. 

“I think that it’s a great thing,” said 
sophomore finance major Handy De 
La Cruz. “I know that the system is 
also supposed to notify us if  the doors 
have been opened, so I personally can-
not wait to catch people in the act of  
touching my laundry two seconds after 
the load has finished washing or drying. 
It’s going to be magical.”

Bells on washers (or phones) wring

A new app will be introduced that notifies students via text message when their laundry is done. 
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If you have questions, please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

WIN an iPad mini by taking a 15 minute online 
survey.  Tell us about your experiences at Rider and 
be entered to WIN one of two Apple iPad minis  
or one of 100 $5 Starbucks gift cards. Chances  
of winning are one in six.

What is this?
A confidential National Survey of Student Engagement to evaluate student  
engagement on campus. The results help us better understand how you spend your time 
and what you gain from attending college.

How?
Online! Search for an email from DonnaJean Fredeen with the subject “Rider University 
wants your feedback” mailed on Feb. 23 to all freshmen and seniors.

When?
You have until April 1 to take the survey and be entered to win one of several great prizes. 

Why bother? 
Your thoughts are important to us. This survey about what you 
do inside and outside of the classroom will help us improve  
policies and practices to make the experience better for you.

Freshmen and Seniors...
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By James Shepard

AS the lights rose on a crowded 
Landmark Theater in 
Philadelphia on Feb. 25, Dr. 
Oscar Holmes IV, a Rutgers 

University management professor, 
thanked Rider’s Dr. Sheena Howard for 
creating Remixing Colorblind.

“Race is a really, really delicate topic 
to talk about,” Holmes said. “And it’s 
a very complicated topic to talk about 
and to do it within 30 minutes. At such 
a high level, it’s unbelievable.” 

To applause, Howard took her 
place beside Holmes, ushering in a 
20-minute Q&A session that followed 
the first public screening of  her first 
documentary. 

“Just let it be known that this docu-
mentary was completely edited by me 
and my girlfriend,” Howard said to 
more applause. “We literally taught 
ourselves Final Cut Pro X over the last 
six months.” 

The film discusses important top-
ics of  race and the perceptions of  
diversity within university settings. 
Interviewees are from Drexel, Howard 
Lehigh and Rider universities, as well 
as West Philadelphia Catholic High 
School. They expressed hopes, disap-
pointments and anxieties. One of  their 
more important questions focused on 
ways to increase the diversity of  college 
professors.

Howard expressed satisfaction 

with the diversity of  the faculty in her 
own department, the Department of  
Communication and Journalism, which 
includes two African-Americans as well 
as two Asians, but noted that few other 
Rider departments have any African-
American professors.

“There are so many solutions to 
the problem,” she said. “I think it’s 
important for us to release some of  
our notions about who’s allowed to be 
a professor and who’s qualified, even 
when we get to the interview process. 

“I’m actually tired of  talking about 
race. I want to see an institutional 
change at my university. Every univer-
sity has diversity in their mission state-
ment. But it’s just a thing to say. It’s not 
in practice.”

Rider students interviewed in the 
film include Gabrielle Magwood, 
Joshua Bonaparte, Chelsea Jenkins, 
Malissa Hanson, Shariq Marshall, 
Steven Stain and Diamond Carr. 
Howard also interviewed Matt Metzger, 
the assistant director of  admissions at 
Rider.

 She was assisted in the production 
by a number of  Rider alumni, students 
and staff: Andrew Corkery, ’14, lead 
camera and cinematography, with 
additional camera work done by senior 
digital media majors Stefan Hueneke, 
Carlos Decid and Rider’s video tech-
nologies coordinator, Scott Alboum.

The audience included a busload of  

42 Rider students and staff, including 
the dean of  the School of  Education, 
Dr. Sharon Sherman.

Sherman had encouraged her stu-
dents to attend.

 “Our students will teach children 
and adolescents of  diverse back-
grounds, and this will be an important 
experience for them,” she said.

During the Q&A, the matter of  
introducing African-American history 

classes into schooling came up. The 
fact is, a questioner said, most if  not all 
K-12 schools primarily teach European 
history. 

Howard replied, “One of  the things 
I try to bring out in the documentary is 
the need for a class in the core curricu-
lum that actually teaches us something 
substantial about race. In order to get 
beyond something, you have to first 
understand it.” 

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f S
he

en
a 

H
ow

ar
d

Howard takes on ‘delicate topic’ of race

Sheena Howard, standing in front of a theater showing her documentary, Remixing Colorblind. The 
�lm discusses issues of race and diversity on college campuses.

Arts&Entertainment

$50 per person  
(includes dinner, drinks, & transportation)

Tickets are on sale in the Office of Campus Life from February 29 to March 25. 
Tuesday through Friday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Friday, April 1
7 p.m. to Midnight 

Mercer Oaks



By Erin Boytis

RIDER kicked off  its annual Relay for Life fund-
raiser with its very own Lip Sync Battle.

On Feb. 26, six talented acts competed to 
become the champion of  the battle. Event 

coordinators and emcees Nicholas Barbati and 
John Mozes introduced the goals of  the event.

“Tonight is special because it is the offi-
cial start of  the fundraiser,” said Barbati. 
“And so, you’re going to help us create a 
big donation for this cause.”

Mozes continued with the explanation 

of  how the competition would involve the audience.
“After each act performs, there will be a basket to col-

lect donations,” Mozes said. “At the end, all the money 
earned by each act will be counted and the winner will 
be determined by who has raised the most money.”

Sophomore theater major Arnaldo Carrasquillo 
started off  the battle with two back-up dancers. Turning 
out to be a real crowd pleaser, Carrasquillo commented 
that he was happy with his performance of  Lady Gaga’s 
hit “Bad Romance.”

A last-minute entry by two freshmen, theater major 
Allison Phillips and elementary education major 
Roxanne Seagriff, gave the crowd a performance of  the 
song “Love is an Open Door” from Disney’s Frozen.

“It was a cute number to pick,” said audience mem-
ber Michelle Wood, a junior public relations major. “I 
give them credit and congrats for jumping in the com-
petition on the spot and doing really well with it without 
practicing.” 

The ultimate crowd favorite routine of  the night and 
winner of  Rider’s Lip Sync Battle was sophomore music 
education major Emilio Chase and his performance to 
“The Water Dance” by Chris Porter, featuring Pitbull. 
Chase said he had dry mouth after his performance even 
though he was not even singing. 

“It was a really fun experience,” said Chase. “I picked 
this song because I really fell in love with the potential 
of  the choreography with the lyrics and music. It’s not 
a really well known song but it really draws people in to 
have a good time. I’m excited that I could be a part of  
this cause and had a great time doing it.” 

Sophomore biochemistry major Amanda Wellik said 
the event provided a good kick-off  for the fundraiser. 

“I really loved how con-
fident everyone was,” said 
Wellik. “It was great and a 
fun way for Relay for Life to 
start off.”

The night concluded 
with Barbati explaining 
some facts about the Relay 
for Life fundraiser taking 
place at Rider on April 2 
to April 3.

“We have had a really 
fun time and some amazing 
talent here tonight,” Barbati 
said. “And we here at Rider have a lot 
to be proud of  in this season of  giving. Rider 
University has the best Relay for Life fundraiser events in 
all of  New Jersey.” 

After thanking the student organizers of  Relay for 
Life, Barbati and Mozes encouraged the crowd to 
“donate, donate, donate” when the time for Relay comes.

“This is one of  the best events we have ever had at 
Rider,” said Barbati. “Thank you for coming out and 
supporting the cause. We have made over $150 tonight 
all thanks to you, the audience. We have tens of  thou-
sands more to go, and we as a community will do just 
that.”
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By Rena Carman

NATHAN Hurwitz’s vision for A Little 
Night Music, presented Feb. 24-28, 
brought out the essential theme 
of  redemption. The musical was 

adapted from Ingmar Bergman’s 1955 
film, Smiles of  a Summer Night. 

A Little Night Music strays from the 
stereotypical love triangle and provides 
a more interesting and complicated pat-
tern. Fredrik Egerman (senior popular 
music studies major Eddie Brandt) 
has remarried a young woman, Anne 
Egerman (senior musical theater major 
Lilli Babb), who is 30 years his junior, 
but he has harbored feelings for a lost 
love, Desiree Armfeldt (junior musical 
theater major Alexa Canelos). 

Desiree has been having an affair 
with Count Carl-Magnus Malcolm 
(junior musical theater major Lephate 
Cunningham III), who is married to 
Countess Charlotte Malcolm (senior 
musical theater major Chloe Voreis), 
but her feelings for Fredrik seem to 
have also remained, evidenced by her 
daughter being named Fredrika (junior 
musical theater major Anastasia Zeiler). 

To further complicate things, 
Fredrik’s son, Henrik Egerman (junior 
musical theater major Daniel Joseph 
Maldonado), is in love with his new 
stepmother, Anne. These characters 
have made mistakes in their love lives 
and plan to fix them.

Anne, who has been married to 
Fredrik for 11 months, has managed to 
stay a virgin. In a scene where Anne is 
preparing to attend a play with Fredrik 
later in the night, Anne blabbers on 
about evening wear, while Fredrik 

sings about his desires. Anne’s child-
ish blather and Fredrik’s deep-toned, 
debate-like singing show the different 
interests of  the characters. Even though 
Fredrik goes back and forth between 
taking a nap or taking action on his 
desires, he winds up yawning himself  to 
sleep. This received quite a laugh from 
the audience, especially since Henrik 
was in the other room writing quietly 
during this whole scene.

One scene in particular that was 
performed well occurred as the actors 
paused, and the chorus came out to 
sing and dance around them. Strategic 
lighting kept the singers and speakers in 
light while the others remained in the 
dark.

The production’s scene changes 
went flawlessly and the stage was set in 
a way that allowed such fluidity to hap-
pen effectively. The props and scenery 
also reflected the traditional feel of  the 
play and nothing was out of  place.

Babb encapsulated the naivety and 
innocence of  Anne Egerman through 
her actions of  sitting on her legs while 
on a chair, and by her constant giggling 
and girlish teasing of  Henrik.

Canelos embodied Desiree’s digni-
fied acceptance of  who she is. The 
character lives and thrives in chaos, 
which was shown in the actress’s confi-
dent walk and sultry voice.

Malcolm, jealous after catching 
Fredrik and Desiree together, returns 
to his wife and explains his woes. 
Cunningham manifested the military 
personality and power of  Malcolm in 
such a way that you would think he 
was enlisted himself. His powerful voice 

and stance dominated the stage when 
his character was present. Malcolm’s 
wife, a jealous and sad woman, runs 
to her friend Anne at her husband’s 
command to report Fredrik’s cheating. 
Her sarcasm and humorous outlook on 
her own despair make this complicated 
character shine.

Desiree, unaware of  this, invites the 
Egermans to a weekend get away in the 
country to try and steal Fredrik back. 
Unbeknownst to her, the Count and 
Countess have decided to invade.

This is when things get interesting.
In the country, the situation esca-

lates, especially regarding Henrik, who 
almost exposes his love for Anne in a fit 
of  rage over how the other guests are 
acting. Henrik’s character is a sad, lost 
soul who is never taken seriously and is 
always told he will be listened to later. 
His emotions throughout the play build 
wonderfully until he finally lets loose. 
Maldonado did a fantastic job portray-
ing Henrik’s frustrations, especially in 
his performance of  “Later” in Act I.

There are a lot of  love or attempts 
at love in the country. Petra (senior 
musical theater major Samantha Funk), 
the Egermans’ maid, accompanies 
the Egermans on the trip. Her inter-
est in Henrik evaporates as soon as she 
meets Fid (senior musical theater major 
Braden Sweeney), a handsome servant 
in the Armfeldt household. Petra’s take 
on how much love there is in the world 
and the banality of  loving one person 
forever was intensified by the red stage 
lights assuming the passion and lust she 
had within her.

Canelos’s wry performance of  “Send 
in the Clowns” conveyed Desiree’s dis-
appointment of  the ironies of  her life. 
The music made the audience mem-
bers reflect on their own romances and 
remember moments when they saw the 
night smile.

A Little Night Music is a story of  fixing 
mistakes and finding the right love. It 
has timeless relatability for both Rider 
students and faculty members.

By Gianluca D’Elia

JOY, love and glorious music filled the room at 
Abyssinian Baptist Church, New York’s first 
African-American church, when the Westminster 
Jubilee Singers sang in two worship services on 

Feb. 21. 
An important site during the Harlem Renaissance, 

Abyssinian Baptist is considered a center for Harlem’s 
tradition of  gospel music. 

Jubilee conductor Brandon Waddles, ’13, said the 
experience of  performing at Abyssinian was spiritually 
refreshing for himself  and the students in the group.

“For many of  them, it was their first time tak-
ing part in a traditional African-American church 
service,” Waddles said. “However, every one of  them 
agreed it felt ‘like home’ to them and they were one 
with the congregation.”

Several members of  the group were not regular 
churchgoers. For sophomore voice performance major 
Abby Merk, singing at Abyssinian was an opportunity 
to reconnect with her Catholic faith. The day after the 
Jubilee Singers came back from Harlem, Merk went to 
a Catholic church to feel reunited with her roots. 

“For the first time in a very long time, I felt some-
thing when we sang at Abyssinian in Harlem,” Merk 
said. “Even when my faith was at its dimmest in my 
life, going to church didn’t necessarily reignite any-
thing inside me. But after singing ‘This Little Light of  
Mine,’ being in such a welcoming environment with so 
many lovely people, and receiving inspiration from the 
pastor, I can say this experience lit up my soul.”

Regardless of  religious affiliations, Abyssinian’s 
congregation and its pastor, the Rev. Dr. Calvin Butts, 
welcomed the Jubilee Singers with open arms and 
even had the group do an encore during the offertory 
part of  the church service. 

“The communal spirit of  music-making connects 
us all in a way that supersedes any conflicting ideolo-
gies and respective faiths,” Waddles said.

For senior music major Bill Mosher, the services at 
Abyssinian were on a “different level” from any other 
church he had been to previously.

“Each section of  the service was a moment to 
come together,” Mosher said. “We were welcomed as 
if  we’d be going to the church for years. The sermon 
preached about teaching youth to love one another, 
and holding yourself  accountable for your own 
misdeeds.”

Mosher said one of  his heroes is Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer, a Lutheran pastor from Germany who 
founded the Confessing Church in opposition to the 
Nazi regime. Mosher said Abyssinian Baptist Church 
was where Bonhoeffer first learned about American 
spirituality.

“Eighty-five years later, I can still feel the energy 
and spirit he brought from Abyssinian back to 
Germany,” Mosher said. 

Junior voice performance major Amani Cole-
Felder said performing at Abyssinian was one of  many 
rewarding experiences she has had in her three semes-
ters with the Jubilee Singers. In the past, Jubilee has 
also performed with notable alumni such as Laquita 
Mitchell and Anwar Robinson, and made appearances 
at cultural events on the Lawrenceville campus. 

“Professor Waddles always encourages us to be 
‘reckless’ during rehearsals and the performance pro-
cess,” Cole-Felder said. “The rehearsal atmosphere is 
very open as well as productive.”

The “recklessness” Waddles encourages allows the 
Jubilee Singers to perform “on such a passionate and a 
high level,” Cole-Felder said. Since many of  the pieces 
the Jubilee Singers perform require a high amount of  
artistic expression, the singers have to have healthy 
vocal musicality, an understanding of  each piece’s 
context, and an understanding of  how their individual 
voices fit within the music and among other singers’ 
voices. 

“Jubilee is an ensemble experience where you can 
grow your vocal abilities, make friends, learn from 
others and make some of  the most beautiful music you 
will ever hear,” Cole-Felder said. 

The Jubilee Singers stands out from other choirs at 
Westminster because of  its specific focus on African-
American culture. Modeled after the historically 
acclaimed Fisk Jubilee Singers in Nashville, the Jubilee 
performs African-American spirituals and folk songs, 
African chants and dances, classical music composed 
by African-American composers, and gospel and 
secular songs by legendary musicians such as Duke 
Ellington, Quincy Jones and Andre Crouch.

“Outside of  a single spiritual in a concert or so, 
[Jubilee] is the only place in the choir college where 
we sing songs of  the African-American idiom,” 
Mosher said. “Every concert is a revelation. My 
faith has grown, my understanding of  the African-
American culture has grown, and my love for all God’s 
creatures has grown from my participation in the 
Jubilee Singers.”

Waddles said having a group like the Jubilee 
Singers is crucial not only at Westminster, but every-
where, since the music they sing is “the true American 
music.” Spirituals formed the basis not only for gospel, 
jazz and blues, but also the genres people listen to 
most frequently — rock ’n’ roll, hip hop and even 
country.

“Bach, Beethoven and Brahms will always have a 
place in the standard repertoire,” Waddles said. “But 
we should never neglect the music that built our own 
country’s culture.”
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Audiences �nd love, laughs 
with A Little Night Music

Joyful voices ring in historic church

Anastasia Zeiler, Leanne Gallati and Braden Sweeney perform in A Little Night Music. The musical 
tells stories of redemption, love and relationships audiences can relate to. 
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“I really loved how con-
fident everyone was,” said 
Wellik. “It was great and a 
fun way for Relay for Life to 

The night concluded 
with Barbati explaining 
some facts about the Relay 
for Life fundraiser taking 
place at Rider on April 2 

“We have had a really 
fun time and some amazing 
talent here tonight,” Barbati 
said. “And we here at Rider have a lot 
to be proud of  in this season of  giving. Rider 
University has the best Relay for Life fundraiser events in 

After thanking the student organizers of  Relay for 
Life, Barbati and Mozes encouraged the crowd to 
“donate, donate, donate” when the time for Relay comes.

“This is one of  the best events we have ever had at 
Rider,” said Barbati. “Thank you for coming out and 
supporting the cause. We have made over $150 tonight 
all thanks to you, the audience. We have tens of  thou-
sands more to go, and we as a community will do just 
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Westminster Choir College’s Jubilee singers sang in two worship 
services on Feb. 21 in the historic Abyssinian Baptist Church.

By Erin Boytis

RIDER 
raiser with its very own Lip Sync Battle.

become the champion of  the battle. Event 
coordinators and emcees Nicholas Barbati and 

John Mozes introduced the goals of  the event.

cial start of  the fundraiser,” said Barbati. 
“And so, you’re going to help us create a 
big donation for this cause.”
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Lip Sync Battle ‘‘
 

 NICK BARBATI

Rider began its annual Relay for Life fundraiser by organzing 
the �rst Lip Sync Battle, which tool place on Feb. 26. Students 

showed o� their lip-syncing abilities for the chance to 
raise the most money for Relay for Life, an organiza-

tion that helps communities all over the world 
�ght back against cancer. Participants like 

Arnaldo Carrasquillo, and 
audience members 

raised $150.

Emilio Chase (above), Allison Phillips and Roxanne Seagriff  were among the performers at Rider’s Lip 
Sync Battle, treating the audience to performances from Frozen and Pitbull.
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Don’t muzzle us
DALY’S Dining Hall excels at 

storing diverse, colorful, 
strange and every so often, 
slightly racist jargon. In those 

moments when I hear someone share 
a politically incorrect statement, I 
cringe and usually fall victim to my 
anger and disgust with the distasteful 
comment. Nowadays, being politi-
cally correct is vital for anyone to 
hold and remain in a position of  
power, but should it be?

Now, I’d rather not take the time 
to jut my lips forward in a perpetual 
frown, throw on my blonde wig, 
toss my hands up and the air and 
say, “The biggest problem with this 
country is being politically cor-
rect,” as Donald Trump would say. 
However, if  you look past the wild 
ideas and often horrifyingly rude 
remarks that leave that man’s mouth, 
does he have a point?

Constantly forcing people to be 
politically correct and persecuting 
those who are not can have its nega-
tive effects on our society. How are 
we supposed to consider ourselves a 
free nation when we condemn a per-
son for an idea we feel is expressed 
in a politically incorrect manner? At 
what point is being politically correct 
going to hurt our country’s ability to 
express ideas freely? I’m not encour-
aging people to speak negatively 
or publicly toss around racial slurs, 
but when is an invasion of  privacy 

like that of  former-Clippers owner 
Donald Sterling — racist pig or not 
— going too far? A private con-
versation between Sterling and his 
girlfriend about his racial beliefs was 
recorded by the woman and dis-
played for his public crucifixion. 

America cannot be considered a 
free country when a man or woman 
is unable to freely express ideas in 
his or her own home, let alone allow 
those thoughts to enter the market-
place of  ideas. 

Ironically, the equally offensive 
terms “racist,” “sexist,” “bigot,” etc. 
are tossed around so liberally with-
out fully understanding the meaning 
of  each term and the damage that 
labeling someone as such can cause. 
For example, if  someone were to 
say “all Hispanics mow lawns,” is 
that true? — not in the least. Now 
is the person a “racist”? Being that 
the term is defined as “a person 
who believes that a particular race is 
superior to another,” I’d bet that the 
person doesn’t mean to say that their 
race is superior to the Hispanic race. 

That is a mild example, but at 
what point does a person simply sup-
press the ideas or opinions on topics 
relating to ethical issues just to be 
politically correct? Forcing political 
correctness on citizens and politi-
cians 
could 
become 
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Think, then speak
A FRESHMAN once told me that 

Rider should teach classes on 
how to be politically correct. 
How were students supposed 

to know what they could and could 
not say? According to them, it was so 
unfair of  minorities or groups com-
monly discriminated against to expect 
people to understand why they were 

As a woman of  color, I can’t say 
I immediately saw the point here. 
To bring it down to the simplest 
level, being politically correct means 
avoiding expression that could 
exclude, marginalize or insult any-
one disadvantaged or discriminated 
against. So, let me get this straight 
then. We need to have classes on 
how not to make people feel bad?

Political correctness has this nega-
tive reputation of  restricting people’s 
speech and allowing people to be 
more easily offended. And maybe, to 
some extent, this is true. 

But that’s oversimplifying the real 
issue here. We often forget that our 
words carry weight and sometimes 
linger in the minds and hearts of  
those listening. Why would you want 
your words to hurt someone?

A lot of  Rider students come 
from backgrounds that may not have 
taught them to watch what they 
say or that some statements can be 
viewed as racist, sexist, classist, etc. 

I agree with my freshman friend. 
That’s not anyone’s fault. There’s no 
screening process that stops preju-
diced friends or racist uncles from 
slipping into our lives. 

However, we’re all adults now. 
Our upbringings aren’t excuses for 
letting words fly. Our backstories are 
not chains we wear on our ankles. 
Open your eyes and look around 
campus. There are so many people, 
of  all colors and sizes and mindsets. 
Being politically correct is not about 
coddling these people who are differ-
ent from you. It’s about seeing them 
as equals, not the subjects of  jokes or 
snide comments. 

But of  course, we can’t be 
expected to be perfect all the time. 
So you make a joke with your friends 
about brown people flying planes or 
worshipping elephant gods, and for 
some reason, they laugh. But you 
make that joke with me, a woman of  
Indian descent, and I don’t. 

Before complaining that I’m too 
sensitive, take a second and evalu-
ate those powerful words of  yours. 
There are stereotypical insinuations 
hanging off  each of  your words, 
and no one wants to be stereotyped. 
What you said was offensive. Don’t 
blame me, or anyone else who are 
hurt by what you say. Blame your 
words.

I don’t 
under-

SEE DON’T SURPRESS 
OUR VOICES, PAGE 9

SEE SPEAK WITHOUT 
OFFENSE PAGE 9
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Genetically modi�ed veggies come under attack
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The Human Experiment, The Future of  Food Food 

Inc
GMO OMG
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-

—Ambria Dell’Oro and Rachel Nangle
Lawrenceville Eco Reps
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‘‘The concept of  the First Amendment 
is that U.S. citizens have the freedom 
to speak freely.” 
 THOMAS REGAN, JUNIOR JOURNALISM MAJOR

Don’t suppress our voices
CONT’D FROM P. 8
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—Claire Dalzon
Senior journalism major

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Racism in Hollywood: Not just about the Oscars
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Speak without offense
CONT’D FROM P. 8

The weekly editorial expresses the majority 
opinion of  This week’s 
editorial was written by the Opinion Editor, 

Samantha Sawh.

The weekly editorial expresses the minority 
opinion of  This week’s 

editorial was written by the Executive 
Editor, Thomas Regan.
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Sports
M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Heading into MAACs, Broncs ‘don’t quit’
By Brandon Scalea

THE men’s basketball team clinched 
the eighth seed of  the MAAC 
Tournament in Albany after split-
ting its final two regular season 

games.
On Feb. 26, the in-state rivalry con-

tinued between Rider and Monmouth 
when the Broncs took their annual 
trip to West Long Branch. In another 
nationally televised game, a sold-out 
crowd at the Multipurpose Activity 
Center saw Monmouth (25-6, 17-3 
MAAC) secure the MAAC regular-sea-
son crown in a dominant performance, 
defeating Rider 79-58. 

The Hawks’ junior guard Justin 
Robinson, one of  the front-runners for 
MAAC Player of  the Year, and fresh-
man guard Micah Seaborn left Rider 
(12-19, 8-12 MAAC) baffled for the sec-
ond time this season. The duo was also 
key in the Hawks’ come-from-behind 
victory at Alumni Gym on Feb. 12, 
when they used a 17-2 run in the last 
three minutes to win by one. 

In this game, however, a Monmouth 
comeback wasn’t necessary. 

The Broncs came out of  the gate 
shooting just 2 for 16 from the field, 
as the Hawks opened a 9-0 lead they 
would never relinquish. Although 
Monmouth led by as much as 18 in 
the first half, Rider would not go away 
early. It used a 12-5 run at the end of  
the half  to cut the deficit to just 12 with 
the Hawks leading 44-32. 

In the Feb. 12 meeting, Monmouth 
headed to the halftime locker room 
enjoying a nine-point lead. That lead 

turned out to be short-lived, as Rider 
came out in the second half  of  that 
game and hit the first seven three-point 
shots it took. Apparently, Monmouth 
did not forget this. 

This time, the Hawks opened the 
half  on another 9-0 run and the Broncs 
never recovered. The deficit would be 
as high as 23 as the Broncs struggled to 
get into a rhythm offensively. 

Junior center Kahlil Thomas had 
another notable performance despite 
the loss, compiling 16 points and com-
ing just two rebounds shy of  his 12th 
double-double of  the season. He also 
shot 54 percent from the field.

“We definitely like to pass the ball 
inside,” Thomas said. “And when my 
teammates get me the ball, it feels good 
to score.”

 For Monmouth, Robinson and 
Seaborn had 10 points and 19 points, 
respectively. 

In the final regular season game of  
its 2015-16 campaign, Rider honored 
its seniors in a big way, rebounding 
from the tough loss at Monmouth by 
beating Manhattan at home 60-57. 

The record does not show it this 
season, but the Jaspers (12-17, 9-11 
MAAC) are still considered by many to 
be one of  the elite teams in the confer-
ence — back-to-back MAAC titles will 
do that. 

Head Coach Kevin Baggett feels 
as though this win will give the team 
confidence moving forward into the 
postseason.

“It feels good to get this and it feels 
good to send our seniors out with a 

win,” he said. “We haven’t been playing 
well the last couple of  games and we 
talked about it.”

In the victory, it was the same story 
as usual for the Broncs as Thomas led 
the way in the paint. He was a perfect 
7 for 7 from the field and grabbed five 
rebounds. 

Baggett commented on the impor-
tance of  his big man’s play. 

“He does a great job of  finding his 
teammates and getting the ball out to 
the perimeter,” he said. “Those guys 
were trying to double-team Kahlil so I 
just wanted him to have those options.” 

Junior guard Jimmie Taylor also 
had a big night, but in a different way. 
Though he only hit one field goal in 
the contest, it was enough to make him 
the 35th player in program history to 
eclipse 1,000 career points.

After leading 27-22 at the half, the 
Broncs led by as much as 13 midway 
through the second. 

Trailing 49-37 with five minutes left, 
Manhattan went on a 10-0 run to cut 
the lead to two. 

To the Rider fans in attendance, 
it was beginning to look like shades 
of  the Feb. 12 Monmouth game, as 
Manhattan’s senior guard Rashawn 
Stores came alive during that span. He 
finished the game with 12 points. 

But unlike that fateful night earlier 
in the month, Rider played a complete 
40-minute basketball game and man-
aged to keep it together even as the 
Jaspers chipped away at the lead. 

“We’ve been here before. There was 
no way these guys were going to let this 

one slip away,” Baggett said. “Everyone 
was able to keep their composure.” 

It was the third time in the last four 
tries that the Broncs were able to defeat 
the reigning MAAC Champions. 

On Feb. 29, Thomas and gradu-
ate guard Teddy Okereafor were both 
named third team All-MAAC for their 
success this year. 

Rider will open the conference 
tournament on March 4 in a first-round 
matchup with ninth-seeded Quinnipiac, 
a team it split the regular season with. 
If  they advance, the Broncs would 
then meet top-seeded Monmouth one 
more time in the quarterfinal round on 
March 5. 

Okereafor feels as though the team’s 
resiliency could come into play up in 
Albany.

“We don’t quit and we’re not that 
kind of  team,” he said. “As long as 
there is a game, we’re going to play it 
the way it’s meant to be played.”

Kahlil Thomas had 19 points in a Feb. 28 win. 
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S W I M M I N G  A N D  D I V I N G

Men finish third at ECAC, divers to NCAAs
By Carlos Toro

FRESH off  of  winning its fifth 
straight conference champion-
ship, the men’s swimming and 
diving team continued its success 

with a third-place finish at the ECAC 
Championship.

The Broncs finished with 420 points, 
behind Army’s 470 and Navy’s 688 
points, in the three-day competition 
that went from Feb. 26-28 at Navy. 

Junior Matthan-Matthew Martir 
admitted that the time between the 
MAAC Championship and the ECAC 
Championship was short for swimmers 
to have to prepare, but said that the 
team “couldn’t be more proud of  how 
it performed.”

“The preparation going into this 
meet was tough on us mentally and 
physically,” Martir said. “MAACs were 
two weeks before ECACs, meaning 
within two weeks we had to re-taper, 
maintain our mentality, and make sure 
we were taking care of  and preparing 
our bodies for another four grueling 
days.”

Martir won the gold medal in the 
100 meter fly with a time of  48.34 
seconds. Despite the win, Martir missed 
qualifying for the NCAA Zone “B” 
championship on Feb. 27. 

Martir said the medal was one of  
the best accomplishments of  his swim-
ming career. 

“Winning gold in the 100 butterfly 
at ECACs meant a lot to me,” Martir 
said. “I was competing with some of  
the best competition in Division I swim-
ming and to be able to say that I could 
not only compete with the competition 

but come out on top as well means 
everything to me. I am very fortunate 
and blessed to be able to experience 
and see all that time and effort I’ve 
sacrificed over the years come together 
and to come out on top. It’s a feeling 
that will last with me forever.”

As for other swimmers compet-
ing for Rider, junior William Molloy 
won the 200-meter free with a time 
of  1:37.67 in the second day of  
competition. 

Freshman Vincent Gibbons 
was third in the 200 free (1:39.03), 
senior Adam Phillips was fifth in the 
100 breast (55.95), freshman Lucas 
Musselman placed sixth in the 400 

individual medley (3:58.98) and fresh-
man Griffin Hutton finished eighth in 
the 400 individual medley (4:30.46).

Freshman Joe Warker won ECAC 
gold on the one-meter dive with a score 
of  279.55, while senior Wayco Bailey 
finished third on the one-meter dive 
with a score of  274.55. 

Both of  these times are good enough 
to qualify for the NCAA Zone “A” 
Diving Championships on March 7-8. 
This will be Warker’s first trip to the 
NCAAs. Bailey will be going to the 
NCAA Championships for the fourth 
time in his collegiate career.

Warker remained focused in 
his preparation and knew that it 

was going to carry into the ECAC 
Championships. He said that his 
mentality was to “take it one dive at a 
time.”

“I tried to stay positive and focused 
the entire weekend and tried to to get 
as much practice as I could on the 
boards,” Warker said. “It was huge for 
me and is great momentum for zones 
next weekend where we will be compet-
ing at the same pool.”

Martir finished tied for third in the 
100 free (45.30), Gibbons tied for third 
in the 100 free (45.30) and Hutton 
finished fourth in the 200 butterfly 
(1:49.94) and eighth in the 1650 free 
(16:03.54). Junior Sam Cramer was fifth 
in the 1650 free (15:45.32), Musselman 
finished sixth in the 200 back (1:49.40), 
senior Jeff  Prichard was eighth in the 
100 free (45.99) and junior Michael 
Regan finished 10th in the 1650 free 
(16:12.31).

Martir was content with the way 
he competed against some of  the most 
talented teams in the country.

“Every time we step out on the deck 
it is always our goal to give our best and 
to be the best,” Martir said. “Going 
into this meet we knew we were about 
to compete with some of  the best in 
Division I swimming and the fact that 
we were able to hold our own against 
teams like Army and Navy and prove 
that we were one of  the best teams 
there, is something we take a huge 
amount of  pride into.”

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Rider takes season finale
By Shanna O’Mara

THE women’s basketball team, led 
by junior guard Robin Perkins, 
defeated Manhattan 56-49 on Feb. 
28 to conclude the regular season.

Perkins recorded 22 points through-
out the game, sinking four three-point-
ers. She recently earned Second Team 
All-MAAC for the season by averaging 
15.1 ppg, good enough for third-best in 
the conference.

The Jaspers (14-15, 11-9 MAAC) 
led by four points at the end of  the first 
period, but the Broncs had a 10-4 burst 
which put them ahead 22-18 at the 
half. 

Rider (8-21, 5-15 MAAC) went on 
to rack up nine straight points in the 
third quarter — three by Perkins and 
two each from senior guard Manon 
Pellet, junior center Julia Duggan and 
sophomore C’quoya Haughton.

Pellet said the team was reenergized 
coming out of  gate after halftime. 

“In the third quarter, we came back 
from the locker room with a lot of  
energy and were able to go from a four-
point lead to a 10-point lead,” Pellet 
said.

Rider led 31-20 with 6:31 left in the 
period. Over the next five minutes, the 
Jaspers went on a 15-7 run to cut the 
lead to three.

Throughout the game, the Jaspers 
were led by junior guard Crystal Ross, 
who had 14 points and 13 rebounds, 
and senior forward Amani Tatum, who 

recorded 11 points.
Leading 43-39 with 5:03 left in the 

game, Perkins scored nine straight 
points to take the lead, 52-39. With less 
than 40 seconds left, Rider went 4 for 
4 from the free throw line, defeating 
Manhattan.

“Robin Perkins had some great 
offensive plays that helped us in offense, 
and we had big stops in defense,” Pellet 
said.

 Sophomore guard Kamila Hoskova 
had seven points and four rebounds. 

Heading into the MAAC 
Championships, this win ignited the 
team after a tough loss to Monmouth 
on Feb. 25.

Rider led 10-7 with help from 
Perkins and freshman guard Lexi 
Posset, but the Hawks (12-16, 10-9 
MAAC) scored 25 of  the next 31 points 
to quickly take a lead.

“We started the game really well 
with great defensive stops, but the sec-
ond quarter is what cost us,” Pellet said. 
“We turned the ball over, and they were 
successful in their transition game. We 
fought to come back in the second half, 
but we came back short.” 

Monmouth won 76-61, despite 
Hoskova recording an impressive 14 
points. 

The 10th-seeded Broncs will play 

of  the MAAC Tournament on March 3 
at the Times Union Center.  

Tuesday, March 8th &

  

Wednesday, March 9th

 

At 7:00 P.M. 
In Sweigart115 

www.rider.edu/broncsgogreen 
http://gmofilm.com/  

GMO OMG 
What is on your plate? 

Brief Discussion 
Following the Film 

Spoken Word 
introduction to the 

film  
Performed by 

Eco Rep Sam Sawh 

Freshman Joseph Warker qualified for the NCAA Zone “A” Championships at the ECAC on Feb. 28.
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Inside today:  Men’s 
Swimming and Div-
ing �nish third at 
ECACs. Page 11Sports

Winning ways: Rider’s top 5 sports
By Carlos Toro

MANY Rider freshmen hear of  the 
famous Roughriders football team 
that played several decades ago. 
T-shirts bear the text “Rider 

football: Undefeated since 1951.” 
But while football enjoys its longstand-

ing inside jokes, many other sports have 
built temples of  triumph at Rider. This 
poses a question: Which sport has the best 
record in Rider’s history?

Here are the top five sports in Rider’s 
history that have the best winning 
percentages. 

These numbers are based on regular-
season records and did not include meets 
or multi-school competitions as they do not 
count against a team’s overall record. Wins and losses are through the most recent 
completed season. 

Honorable Mention: Women’s Soccer: 144-184-36 (.455 win percentage)
Leading up to its historic 2014 season, when it won the MAAC Championship 

for the first time and went to the NCAA Tournament, women’s soccer had been 
rising in the previous few seasons. After winning just nine games in 2008 and 2009, 
the first two years under current head coach Drayson Hounsome, the team enjoyed 
six straight winning seasons, culminating with that championship season. 

While Rider’s youngest varsity program, having only started in 1997, women’s 
soccer has already accumulated many successes. The program has six players in its 
history who have scored at least 20 goals, the most recent being former midfielder 
Tara Ballay, who just finished her senior 
season.

Men’s Basketball: 1,175-1,015 
(.537 win percentage)

The men’s basketball team 
started in 1928, when the Broncs were still 
the Roughriders. The team was under 
the tutelage of  Hall of  Fame basketball 
coach Clair Bee for the first three sea-
sons, when the team had a combined 
record of  52-7. Take that, Golden 
State!

The men’s basketball program is 
also second in school history in all-
time wins with 1,175 heading into the 
2015-2016 season. The program also has 
more than a dozen Rider hall of  famers, with 
former Bronc and current NBA player Jason 
Thompson — who is the Sacramento Kings’ all-time 
leader in games played — joining its ranks later in the summer. 
On Feb. 29, Thompson signed a deal with the Toronto Raptors 
after spending the first half  of  the season with the defending cham-
pion Warriors. 

The team has a 165-129 record from 2006-2015. This year’s team 
almost made history when it nearly defeated then-No. 3 Maryland on 
the road on Nov. 20, 2015, but has since then struggled. 

 Baseball: 1,379-1,107-14 (.554 win percentage)
The 2015 MAAC regular season champions won 

28 games last season, bringing their all-time win total to 
1,379. Most of  the program’s success can be attributed 
to former head coach Sonny Pittaro, who coached 
the team from 1971-2004 and is Rider’s winningest 
head coach with 766 wins. Pittaro led the 
program to nine conference championships 
and eight NCAA Regional appearances and 
sent 41 players to a career in professional 
baseball. Rider’s baseball field is named in 
his honor.

Current head coach Barry Davis has 
led the Broncs to similar levels of  suc-
cess. In 2010, the team won a program-
best 36 games while clinching a MAAC 
Championship and a trip to the NCAA 
Regionals.

When Bee formed the baseball program in 1929, the team 
only played five games that year. The program went defunct for 
more than a decade, restarting for only two years in 1941 and 1942 
before coming back in 1946. It was not until 1947 when John Kelly took the 
mantle of  head coach that Rider baseball began a run of  success that has lasted 

more than a half  century, with just 10 losing seasons from 1947-2004, when Pittaro 
retired.

Arguably the best season in program history came in 1967, when the team 
won 31 games and played in the College World Series, the only time the team 

made it there.

Swimming and Diving: 450-360-1 (.555 winning percentage)
While many people do not look at swimming and diving as a sport 

with regular-season records, Rider has a lot of  success since the program was 
founded in 1969 (1985 for the women). 

Despite starting out with a combined 18-30 record in the first four years, the 
program has earned a reputation as one of  the best programs in the region since 
starting under Head Coach Richard Coppola. The program has a combined 450 
wins heading into this season and has become the standard for swimming and div-

ing success in the MAAC under the leader-
ship of  head coach Stephen Fletcher.

Since 2002, the program has won a total 
of  eight MAAC Championships (six 

for the men and two for the women) and 
an ECAC Championship.

Swimming and diving is enjoying 
arguably its most successful run, with 
the men winning five straight MAAC 
titles and the women finishing in the 
top 3 in recent years. The way things 
are, Fletcher doesn’t expect this pro-
gram to slow down anytime soon.

 Field Hockey: 369-287-23 (.560 
win percentage)

The sport debuted at Rider 
in 1979 with Fran Menard leading the group to a 4-4-2 record when the team 

finished as runner-up of  the New Jersey Association of  Intercollegiate Athletics for 
Women (NJAIAW). 

For the longest span of  years in field hockey, the program was playing in the 
NEC. During that time, from 1998 to 2012, the program received many acco-

lades and awards, including four Coach of  the Year awards, five Player of  
the Year awards, seven Rookie of  the Year awards and 33 NEC First Team 
mentions.

The program’s already successful run got even better when current 
head coach Lori Hussong took the job from Tricia Carroll in 2000. 

Hussong, in her first year as head coach, led the program to its first NEC 
Championship. 

The team maintained its winning ways in the following years in the 
NEC, winning seven regular-season championships and seeing no losing 

seasons after her first year as coach. 
While the team left the NEC in 2013 to join the MAAC, it did not slow 

down. In the three years the Rider field hockey has played in the MAAC, it has 
made the postseason three times and posted a 36-23 record. 

Wrestling: 511-276-2 (.649 win 
percentage)

While many sports compete more times per 
season than college wrestling, Rider’s program 

exemplifies the school’s athletic success. 
With more than 14 Rider Hall of  Famers 

coming from wrestling, it also has enjoyed 
a level of  organizational stability that 

few schools can attain. In almost 50 years 
of  existence, the wrestling program 
only had two coaches —  program 

founder and National Wrestling 
Hall of  Famer Barry Burtnett and 
current head coach Gary Taylor.

Both men turned the wrestling 
program into a nationally rec-
ognized program, having been 
ranked as high 10th in the nation 

last season. 
The team earned its recognition 

as one of  Rider’s strongest programs 
and as the sport with the highest winning 

percentage in Rider history.
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Rider freshmen hear of  the 

famous Roughriders football team 

But while football enjoys its longstand-

poses a question: Which sport has the best 
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count against a team’s overall record. Wins and losses are through the most recent 
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rising in the previous few seasons. After winning just nine games in 2008 and 2009, 
the first two years under current head coach Drayson Hounsome, the team enjoyed 
six straight winning seasons, culminating with that championship season. 
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history who have scored at least 20 goals, the most recent being former midfielder 
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the team from 1971-2004 and is Rider’s winningest 
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retired.
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won 31 games and played in the College World Series, the only time the team 

made it there.
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Despite starting out with a combined 18-30 record in the first four years, the 
program has earned a reputation as one of  the best programs in the region since 
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wins heading into this season and has become the standard for swimming and div
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