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Ben Sanders’ 2014 Subaru BRZ with a smashed side mirror, was one of 29 cars across campus damaged on Feb. 17.

Glass-slinging bashers
By Thomas Albano and Lauren Lavelle

TWO quick arrests were made 
in the mass vehicle vandal-
ism that took place across the 
Lawrenceville campus in the 

early morning hours of  Feb. 17.
A total of  29 cars in several lots 

were impacted, with side mirrors of  
many either damaged or torn off  
completely.

William Bartus IV, 19, a sopho-
more business administration major 
and criminal justice minor from 
Ringoes, and Eugene Eskow, 19, 
of  Flemington, who is not a Rider 
student, were charged with criminal 
mischief  to vehicles on Feb. 18, pro-
cessed and released on summonses 
pending court appearances, accord-
ing to Lawrence Police. 

Police estimated the total damage 
to be over $15,000. The vehicles 
were in several parking lots, includ-
ing Kroner, Daly’s, C/Z/R, West 
Village and BLC.

Lawrence Police worked with 
Public Safety, reviewing video 
recordings to identify a “suspect 
vehicle,” a Ford pickup. 

Freshman elementary educa-
tion major Hannah Roselli awoke 
Thursday morning to find her car 
clobbered. 

“I went to the parking lot to go 
and get bagels, and I found my 
mirror knocked off  of  my car, and 
I saw the car next to me had a mir-
ror knocked off, and I thought that 
car hit me,” Roselli said. “Then I 
looked around, and I saw there were 
10 other mirrors on the ground 
in the parking lot and there were 
scratches all over my car.

“My mirror was gone, it was 
actually not in the parking lot. My 
wires were cut, but they were hang-
ing off  — they were cleanly cut. 
There were smudges all over my car, 
like scratches in my paint and on 
my window.”

Sophomore criminal justice 
major Ben Sanders got to his 
car about 5:45 a.m., to find his 
car among the many vandalized. 
Furious, he immediately called 911.

“I had to wait for campus secu-
rity to get there, had to wait for 
police to get there and they took 

pictures,” Sanders said. “At first, 
they thought it was only my car. We 
then followed a trail and there were 
six cars also vandalized. So, at least 
it wasn’t only mine. Originally, it 
was following a pathway towards 
the SRC, so we thought it was only 
those and it was someone going in a 
straight line.

“My car was one of  the worst 
that was vandalized. They kicked 
my passenger side window. It wasn’t 
shattered, but multiple footprints 
were there. They dented the passen-
ger side door. They destroyed both 
side mirrors.”

The damage to Sanders’ car was 
so bad that he had to travel home 
to Maryland, a two-and-a-half  
hour drive, to get a parent’s car and 
get his car fixed there. It will cost 
$2,258.

“I’ve paid $500 up front for the 
insurance claim that I’m filing; 
however, I assume hopefully that’s 
going to be refunded back to me. I 
expect it 
to be,” 
he said. 

‘We’re moving 
in the right 
direction’
By Alexis Schulz and Thomas Albano

ENHANCED admissions activities, such as the 
Trustees Scholarship, to help increase enroll-
ment was one of  several initiatives President 
Gregory Dell’Omo announced in a town hall 

meeting.
The university has now implemented several 

recruiting plans in order to ensure increased 
enrollment in future years. One of  these is 
full-scholarship Trustee awards, which will be 
given to 10 incoming freshmen. Last weekend, 
61 candidates met with faculty for interviews to 
determine the 10 recipients.

“I think [the Trustees Scholarship] is going to 
hopefully increase our yield, increase the qual-
ity of  students as well as increase our discount 
to some extent, but this is an investment that we 
want to make,” he said to faculty, staff  and SGA 
representatives in the Yvonne Theater on Feb. 
18.

 Dell’Omo said he would also like to focus 
on looking at how he could make use of  the 
land Rider owns. He envisions the possibility of  
creating something useful, not just for the Rider 
community, but for Lawrenceville itself.

Essentially, he wants a college town. 
“One of  the things I want to look for, particu-

larly in the front of  campus, is how do we take 
that land on Route 206 and create a college town 
that has retail attached to it that the university 
community can use, the community at-large 
could use and maybe put some housing attached 
to it, but we have to start thinking out of  the 
box, taking a look at all of  our assets, particularly 
land, and figure out how we can use it to our best 
advantage,” he said.

The university had three fall open house 
programs attended by 1,372 students, and has 
two admitted-student-day programs scheduled 
in March and April to further increase recruit-
ing. The marketing budget was increased from 
$250,000 to $410,000, and Rider has launched 
new Internet campaigns, including videos, and 
put up six Rider “outcomes” billboards in the 
New Jersey/Philadelphia region.

Spring undergraduate and graduate enroll-
ment was also discussed during the town hall 
meeting. Undergraduate enrollment exceeded the 
university’s goal by 12 students, and the fall-to-
spring retention rate for freshmen increased from 
92.8 percent to 94.4 percent. Dell’Omo said the 
university should take pride in this achievement.

“This spring, we tried to be as aggressive as we 
possibly could to make sure our enrollment was 
as healthy as possible,” he said.

The College of  Continuing Studies (CCS) 
was short of  its credit goal, down 201 credits, but 
surpassed its full-time enrollment goal by eight 
students. Graduate Westminster and business 
achieved their enrollment goals; meanwhile, 
graduate education achieved 95 percent of  its 
revenue goal and graduate liberal arts achieved 
93 percent.

Dell’Omo said facilities maintenance is easily 
left behind when there 
is a budget crisis; how-
ever, down the road it 
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2 arrested in mirror-mashing vandalism rampage  
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Off-campus hijinks
A college classic. On Feb. 16 at 1:30 a.m., Lawrence Police informed Public Safety 

of a motor vehicle stop on Brunswick Pike. The four Rider students in the vehicle 
were in possession of fake IDs and were issued summonses. They were referred 
to the O�ce of Community Standards for violating The Source’s code of social 
conduct.

Alumni drive racetrack 
A curb jumper is on the loose. On Feb. 19 at 12:06 p.m., Public Safety received 

a call stating a vehicle jumped the curb and drove across the median, up Alumni 
Drive between Daly’s and Alumni Gym and into the administration lot. Officers 
used surveillance videos to identify the vehicle. The individual has received traffic 
summonses. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

“However, the damage was, of  course, way more than $500. Right now I’m driving 
my mom’s car. That’s why I went back to Maryland, because I have to get [the car] 
fixed there.”

Sanders added that this situation was not just a burden financially but also on his time.
“I am ending up getting two new car parts that I needed anyway; however, I’m 

losing all the time I had to work on a  five-page essay that was due [Monday] morn-
ing and spending all that extra gas money going back to Maryland — a two-and-a-
half-hour drive,” he said.

An email was sent out stating Public Safety would increase its patrol that night.
A follow-up email sent out two days later stated that a suspect had been arrested 

and charged with allegedly damaging the vehicles.
“Public Safety reached out to students whose vehicles were damaged with 

information they need to follow up with the police and their insurance companies,” 
the email stated.

Roselli said this promise is one that should be kept.
“Someone gave me an email address, and I gave my mom that email address and 

she’s going to email them the receipt,” she said.
She, however, believes that the situation would not have occurred if  Public Safety 

had more of  an active presence when patrolling at night.
“I think it was very stupid and [the situation] could’ve been avoided if  Public 

Safety was actually driving around for 24 hours like they’re supposed to do,” Roselli 
said. “I don’t understand how they wouldn’t notice someone running from parking 
lot to parking lot, and I don’t know how they wouldn’t have noticed the noise of  
people kicking mirrors off  of  cars, so I think it was easily avoidable. It didn’t really 
have to happen.”

Unfortunate souls reflect on property damage

From Rt. 206 to Pennsylvania Avenue
By Evan Colisto, Jaela Bristol                     
and Olivia Battinelli

THE man who oversees almost every 
move President Obama makes 
admits he grew up with a drug 
dealer for a role model and could 

easily have ended up in jail.
Greg Lorjuste, ’04, spoke to Rider 

students Feb. 16 about his journey to 
becoming the deputy assistant and 
director of  scheduling for Obama, and 
the obstacles and hardships that stood 
in his way growing up. 

“I had to work extremely hard to 
get to where I am,” he said. “It wasn’t 
handed to me. This blue suit would be 
an orange suit [of  a prisoner] if  statis-
tics were right.” 

As a black man, Lorjuste said, the 
odds were stacked against him. He 
grew up in New York City, one of  a 
large family. He wanted to be a drug 
dealer because he envied the money, 
girls and goods that came with that 
life. A poor student, he didn’t try to do 
well academically until senior year of  
high school, and he also was sometimes 
a troublemaker and a thief. He once 
stole a box of  frosted flakes because his 
mother bought him corn flakes instead. 
He even went as far as starting a gang 
with his cousins. 

“As a young kid, I allowed the statis-
tics to brainwash me,” he said.

His older brother, Reginald, and 
sister, Maggie, also attended Rider, 
and when he met Rubin Joyner, 
Rider’s director of  the Educational 
Opportunity Program, his life was 
changed forever. Joyner encouraged 
Lorjuste to focus on improving his 
grades and scoring well on the SATs so 
he could be admitted to college. 

“Rider is a small community where 
everybody basically knows your name,” 
he said. “That’s what attracted me. Not 
being a good student, I didn’t want to 
just be one in a thousand. I wanted to 
come to a place where, if  I showed that 
I wanted to succeed, someone would 
help me.

“The best thing is that Rider 
invested in the students. It’s rare that 
you can have a campus that actually 
wants people to be leaders and help in 
the decision process.” 

As a college student, Lorjuste 
learned to plan events and manage 

meetings, and also gained leadership 
experience, including serving as diver-
sity chair of  the student government 
association (SGA). 

“Being part of  SGA, it wasn’t like a 
position just to be a position,” he said. 
“You met with the dean of  students. 
They wanted your input. 

“What makes Rider so good is the 
fact that that relationship is strong. 
There were times when Dean Campbell 
and I would be against each other on 
certain issues. But because the relation-
ship was so strong, we were able to hash 
it out, and then, once it was solved, 
get back to [focusing on], ‘How do we 
make the campus great?’ We worked 
around issues together.”

After seeing how teachers could 
inspire students, his original goal was to 
go into education, but he changed his 
mind and volunteered to campaign for 
Obama in 2008. After the campaign, 
Obama asked Lorjuste to take charge 
of  his scheduling.

 Now, he said, he is the man who 
controls Obama’s most precious thing 
— time — although time is something 
he himself  doesn’t have a lot of. Up at 
6:15 a.m. every day, he works about 70 
hours a week and has almost no time 
off.

“My favorite part of  my job is the 
fact that we get to travel a lot,” he said. 
“I’ve been to over 30 different coun-
tries. In less than eight years, I’ve been 
able to travel with the president to 30 
different places.”

Passion, purpose and opportunity 
are the ideas Lorjuste values in life. 
Passion pushes one to further a career, 
and purpose helps people realize who 
they are and why they want to achieve 
their goals. Opportunity, he said, is 
a privilege one must grasp whenever 
possible. 

“No one was handing me the keys 
to opening the doors at once,” said 
Lorjuste.

He urged students to explore every 
opportunity and “never let go of  your 
passion.”

“It will keep you living, keep you 
loving and keep you doing.”

Additional reporting by Samantha Sawh

Cont’d from P. 1

By Samantha Sawh

RIDER alumnus Greg Lorjuste has never had a bad day in the White House.
President Obama’s deputy assistant and director of  scheduling said that 

“every day is a ‘pinch me’ moment.”
“We work [on assignments] that, if  they don’t affect the country now, 

they will in the future,” he said. “There’s things that I do that the true benefit of  
it is not going to be seen until 15 to 20 years from now. We probably won’t get the 
credit and people might not remember, but I will remember. It’s an honor and 
privilege to serve.”

Lorjuste’s favorite place in the White House is the East Wing.
“There’s so much history there,” he said. “As folks take a tour — or whenever 

I do tours — I can actually position them exactly where the president stood when 
he announced that we had captured Osama Bin Laden. 

“It’s things like that where, you know, you see it on TV, and you can actually 
go there and be like ‘All right, this is where this speech was delivered.’ You can’t 
beat that.”

Lorjuste credits his current success to his Rider experience.
“I love this place,” he said. “It shows, in how much I talk about it, and the 

fact that I will never stop calling Dean Campbell, 
Dean Campbell,” instead of  switching to a first-
name basis as a graduate. 

Lorjuste, ’04, met his wife, Kimberly, in 1999 
when they shared the EOP program at Rider. 
They began dating in October of  their freshman 
year. They now have a 5-year-old daughter, Riley 
Elizabeth, and a 2-year-old son, Aidan Gregory.

“I will do as much as I can to uplift Rider 
and to help them succeed in whatever they 
want to do,” Lorjuste said. 

Dressed as Elsa, Lorjuste’s daughter, 5-year-old Riley Elizabeth, sits on the Oval Office rug.
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A day in the life of a Rider alumnus in the White House

Greg Lorjuste and his wife, Kimberly, 
with President  Obama.
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Tackling racism: breaking silence and barriers
By Robert Leitner 

AFTER the first few questions, junior music educa-
tion major Destiny Cooper told the room of  a 
dozen people of  color and three white students, 
“We’re not bashing white people here, because 

both races are racist.”
During an open discussion on race held on Feb. 17 

in the Seabrook Lounge at Westminster Choir College, 
discussion leader Cooper put everyone at ease and 
encouraged participants to be open. The discussion 
centered around race relations on a collegiate and 
national level.

“Discussing race is important to me because I started 
to realize that to shrug it off  and let it be a ‘thing that 
happens’ is just not OK,” Cooper said. “The poor rela-
tions we have today can’t be one of  those things that we 
stand by and watch. It needs to be addressed and talked 
about openly — not behind closed doors.”

The students were sitting in a circle as Cooper con-
structed the ground rules for the discussion. One person 
could speak at a time, and while he or she was speaking, 
there should be no interjections. 

“We broke this conversation up into four different 
sections,” said Cooper. “We are going to discuss: who 

we are, where we are, where do we want to be and how 
do we get there.” 

The discussion started by the students saying what 
race they identified with. Then the conversation focused 
on what might be causing the prejudice that is prevalent 
today.

“One cause of  the racial relationships is who people 
are influenced by,” said Cooper. “You can be taught 
to hate or be ignorant towards a group of  people just 
because you’re in an environment and surrounded by 
people who have these ill feelings.”

Freshman bachelor of  arts in music major Sofiya 
Nayda offered a different answer.

“I think the cause of  our racial problem is silence,” 
said Nayda.  “Also, we are taught as children to avoid 
controversial topics. Controversial topics make people 
uncomfortable, so people stay silent to not offend 
anyone.”

Students were asked what they thought about the 
racial relationships on Rider’s campuses.  

“I think the interracial relationships are good at 
Rider University,” said Nayda. “It is a very diverse 
school. However, I see better interracial relationships at 
the main campus than at the Westminster campus.”

Then the discussion shifted to “Where do the 
students want the racial relationships to be?” Cooper 
said she wants things to be more open. She expressed 
the importance of  facing uncomfortable situations and 
talking about them.

“I want the community to be closer, but not 
because we are a ‘diverse’ group, but because we are 
all human,” said Nayda. “I personally never liked the 
word diverse when it is used in a racial context.  It sug-
gests that different melanin levels in our system is what 
makes us different.  The word ‘diversity’ in a racial con-
text stresses the differences and therefore separates us.” 

The discussion ended with Cooper asking the stu-
dents “what they would do” in order to help strengthen 
racial relationships. This is a complicated process and 
“it can’t go away overnight,” she said.  

Most people agreed that open dialogue needs to 
continue.

“I hope you learned a lot from this conversation 
today, because just talking about it can make you feel 
much better,” said Cooper. “There were some stiff  
silences but there were some laughs too, and I think 
that’s important in a healthy conversation.”

Learning to lead in all areas of life
By Lauren Lavelle

STUDENTS from Rider, TCNJ, 
Rutgers, Seton Hall and Stockton 
came together to explore the 
idea of  leadership and retain 

important skills that will help them in 
the future during Rider’s Center for 
the Development of  Leadership Skills 
(CDLS) second annual Leadership 
Symposium on Feb. 20.  

“The vision of  this symposium 
has always been the opportunity to 
foster an environment where students 
from various institutions can gather 
and talk about leadership through a 
shared experience together and have 
a dialogue with some knowledgeable 
professionals,” said associate director of  
the CDLS Laura Seplaki. “It’s designed 
to be interactive, engaging and a day to 
get really involved in the process.”

The day began with Robert 
Schimek, ’87, the executive vice 
president and CEO of  Commercial, 
which oversees American International 
Group’s (AIG) commercial insurance 
businesses worldwide, and Dr. John H. 
Shannon, the associate professor of  
legal studies at the Stillman School of  
Business at Seton Hall. 

Both men worked to instill their own 

sense of  leadership in the minds of  the 
students by discussing their own life 
experiences, as well as the effect certain 
trends have in our world today.

“Our world is so rapidly evolving, 
especially over the last number of  
years,” said Seplaki. “If  our students 
aren’t informed or at least aware, then 
they’re already behind. So the ideas 
they give will be very much focused on 
helping them to gain a perspective of  
what they can do now to be more ready 
in the future.”

After lunch, the students were 
divided into groups and provided with 
a case study to decipher and analyze, 
applying what they learned to a real-life 
situation. 

The students were then given the 
task of  presenting their findings to 
a small panel of  judges, including 
Harold V. Laudien, the president and 
CEO of  Mercer Wealth Management; 
Michael Reuter, the director of  
the Gerald P. Buccino Center for 
Leadership Development; and Susan 
A. O’Sullivan-Gavin, associate profes-
sor of  legal studies in the Department 
of  Marketing, Advertising and Legal 
Studies in the College of  Business at 
Rider. 

“They will be judged based on their 
ability to talk about how they will be 
flexible, adaptable, imaginative, creative 
and resilient,” said Seplaki. 

The participants were critiqued on 
their overall demonstrations and given 
feedback on the quality of  their leader-
ship skills. 

Seplaki hopes the students walked 
away with a new, more efficient defini-
tion of  the word leadership.

“When you learn to be a stronger, 
more effective leader, you’re not only 
learning how to be a more successful 
professional, but a more successful wife, 
husband, daughter, mother — what-
ever the case might be,” she said. “The 
skills that you learn with leadership are 
transferable to all areas of  your life and 
can really improve your well-being and 
your success in so many different ways.”

can create bigger problems for the university when the facilities are no longer mod-
ern, and it impacts the value of  the university. During the town hall, he discussed 
past, current and future facilities projects.

“When you think about our value proposition, first and foremost, it starts with 
the academics, the programs, the quality of  the programs and the outcomes associ-
ated with those programs — that’s critical,” said Dell’Omo.

While bachelor’s degrees in sport management, healthcare management and 
allied health studies began being offered this past fall, upcoming programs to start 
in fall 2016 will include bachelor’s degrees in organizational psychology and health 
sciences, a master’s degree in homeland security and a concentration in techni-
cal theatre. Pending approval, a sports media bachelor’s program and a B.S.B.A. 
organizational psychology program may also be added. Healthcare policy, cre-
ative arts therapy (M.A.) and Healthcare Communication (track in M.A. Business 
Communication) have also been proposed for the future.

 “What we have been doing even before I got here was to try and increase the 
attractiveness of  Rider by adding new programs that the marketplace might be 
interested in,” said Dell’Omo. 

Dell’Omo said that moving on from where the university currently is to a place 
where it can make much-needed progress will take a “multifaceted approach.”  

“This is a combination of  increased enrollment strategies, combination of  cost 
reductions and alignments and reallocations of  dollars, it’s a combination of  gen-
erating more revenues, tied to real estate development and fundraising, and using 

reserves or possibly going back into the market to find more money, all of  which 
add costs but add to the investment of  the university,” he said. 

Before conveying the main points of  the meeting, Dell’Omo offered thoughts on 
his first seven months as president.

“Believe me when I say, I believe that as you get to know me better you’ll under-
stand, that the last thing I wanted to do with my first semester as president was to 
announce a significant program and faculty reduction plan,” he said. “I know the 
dramatic impact this would have on the faculty, students, parents, as well as many 
alumni, donors, not to mention the negative publicity we have received. This was 
not something any of  us enjoyed. I also know that some of  you may still question 
the extent of  the problems we face. Thinking a lot of  this is just a power play or a 
ploy to seek more and more concessions from the AAUP, AFSCME employees and 
all other Rider employees. 

“All I can say is that the situation is very real. We are not exaggerating the extent 
of  the challenges we face. We respect the relationships and roles each and every 
employee and employee organization serves at Rider. And we’re in this together as 
a community. As such, we need to work together not only to work on the challenges 
that we face, which I’m sure we will, but also position the university for even greater 
success in the future. To me, the glass is always half  full, and a way to fill that glass 
up even more so as we go forward.” 

Cont’d from P. 1

Rider aims for increased enrollment with new programs

Dr. John H. Shannon speaks to students at the second annual Leadership Symposium on Feb. 20.
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By Samantha Brandbergh

INTERGALACTIC bounty hunters, dis-
guises and alien parasites may seem 
out of  the ordinary to most. But for 
Rider alumna Melanie Licata, ’11, 

this has been her everyday life since 
joining the cast of  Syfy’s Face Off. 

Face Off, which airs Wednesday 
nights at 9 p.m., is a competition show 
where makeup and special effects artists 
compete against one another, tackling 
the challenges presented to them, such 
as creating makeup similar to that of  
science fiction or horror films. 

Each week the contestants are given 
a challenge, such as creating a disguise 
for a government spy, to showcase their 
talents and techniques to a panel of  
judges. 

The winner this season will receive 
a VIP trip from Kryolan Professional 
Makeup to one of  its 85 interna-
tional locations, a 2016 Fiat 500 and 
$100,000. 

Since the show’s 10th season pre-
miere on Jan. 13, Licata has success-
fully won multiple Spotlight Challenges, 
including “Lost Languages,” in which 
contestants created a character inspired 
by a “custom-made language.” 

Licata, a Chinese and theater double 
major during her time at Rider, said the 
theater program helped her to embrace 
her love of  makeup. 

“I was able to make a lot of  mistakes 
and experiment in a safe, supportive 
environment,” she said. “The theater 
department was very collaborative 
and that gave way for a lot of  creative 
people to do what they are passionate 
about.”

One Rider production that stood 

out to Licata was Dr. Patrick Chmel’s 
Cabaret, in which she provided full body 
makeup for the Emcee. 

“During this production, I felt like 
I really contributed to a complete 
character coming alive for an audience 
each night, and that rush made me feel 
like makeup could be a very rewarding 
career,” she said. 

Chmel noted that Licata’s involve-
ment with theater will be a strong fac-
tor for her in the competition. 

“She was actively involved in pretty 
much all our shows in one way or 
another,” he said. “Melanie was — and 
I’m sure still is — a highly talented, 
smart and hugely energetic actor and 
she should do well on Face Off.”

As her education at Rider contin-
ued, her portfolio, which currently 
ranges from bridal makeup to theatrical 

horror, complete with her own hand-
made prosthetics, expanded to produc-
tions on and off  campus. 

“Faculty and student directors would 
reach out to me about whether or not I 
would be able to pull off  certain effects 
for their shows or short films. It was a 
really exciting time,” she said. “I got my 
first paid makeup gig from my Rider 
faculty adviser doing makeup at a local 
high school’s production of  Beauty and 
the Beast.”

After graduating, Licata received 
further training from Tom Savini’s 
Special Make up Effects program in 
2015 and earned her esthetics license 
from Atelier Esthetique in New York 
City soon after. 

Since joining the Face Off cast, 
Licata’s spontaneity has been at the 
forefront of  her thought process. 

“I say yes to everything and figure it 
out later,” she explained. 

In order to land a spot on Face Off, 
Licata auditioned by submitting her 
work to producers. “They want to see 
not only your work, they want to see 
you doing it,” she said. “It’s an intense 
and exciting process.”

The grueling and fast-paced require-
ments of  each challenge exhibited on 
Face Off allowed Licata’s day-to-day life 
to open to new adventures. The con-
testants were able to explore the “lab” 
and the materials they would use in the 
challenges. 

“It was such a freeing experience to 
be able to create projects with almost 
limitless resources,” she said. “It was 
also really cool getting to come up with 
an idea, and then have it completed 
for judging two days later. I didn’t even 
know I was capable of  doing something 
that quickly.” 

Going from living in Jersey City, 
to working in California with fel-
low makeup artists on TV screens in 
millions of  homes has proven to be a 
polarizing change for Licata. 

“The most challenging part [of  
being on Face Off] is having to watch 
myself  on TV each week,” she joked. 
“It’s fun, but it’s also very bizarre.”

No matter the outcome of  Face 
Off, Licata is hopeful that she and her 
freelance business will continue to be 
successful. 

“For now, I am just looking to pick 
up as many opportunities as I can, and 
continue to grow and learn as an art-
ist,” she said. 
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Alumna puts her best face forward

Melanie Licata (left) and Ana Cali sculpt their Watch Man for the “Child’s Play” challenge on Face  O�.

Sweigart Auditorium

2016 Film and Media Studies/

Friday, Feb. 26

Saturday, Feb. 27

and African-American Film

SYMPOSIUM

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 
 Screening: Do the Right Thing 
12:30-1:00 p.m. 
 Symposium Kick-Off
1:10-3:30 p.m. 
 Screening: Bamboozled  
3:30-5:15 p.m. 
 Student Presentation Panels
5:15-6:00 p.m. 
 Opening Reception 
6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 Spike Lee and 
 African-American Cinema
Featured Speakers and Roundtable  
  Paula J. Massood, 
 CUNY Brooklyn College
 Michael Gillespie, 
 City College of  New York
 Ashley Clark, 
 Journalist and Film 
 Programmer 
8:15-10:30 p.m.          
 Screening: Selma 

10:30 -11:15 a.m. 
 Student Presentation Panel
11:30 a.m.- 1:45 p.m. 
 Screening and Pizza Lunch: Clockers 
 2:00-3:30 p.m.
     Student Presentation Panel
              3:45-4:15 p.m. 
       Film Extracts
                4:30-5:30 p.m. 
 Student Presentation Panel
       5:30-7:00 p.m. 
 Student Film Festival, 
    Screenwriting Competition, 
        Awards Presentation
  and  Reception

Cinema Studies Symposium

Arts&Entertainment



By Samantha Reed

THEATERGOERS can expect to be waltzed 
through time to the end of  the 19th 
century this week, as Rider presents its 
first musical of  the spring semester, A 

Little Night Music.
Set in Sweden, the story revolves around 

the lives of  several couples, as they struggle 
to find and be true to themselves, while 
redeeming the mistakes of  their past. A 
romantic tale of  wit and heartbreak, A Little 
Night Music reaches audiences on a level 
everyone can relate to. 

With characters spanning from teens 
to the elderly, the actors in this production 
had to reach new heights to convey experi-
ences they might not be 
familiar with, so the audi-
ence might know firsthand.

Senior popular music 
culture major Eddie 
Brandt stars as one of  
the production’s leading 
men. Brandt, who has been in more 
than five shows at Rider, couldn’t 
be more honored to be ending his 
Rider musical career with a produc-
tion as mesmerizing as A Little Night Music. 
Brandt’s character, Fredrik Engerman, is a 
man in his 40s who is faithful to his naive 
teenage wife, Anne, but still has feelings 
when he finds himself  reconnecting with 
an old flame, Desiree. This is something 
Brandt personally hasn’t experienced, but 
knows how relevant it may be for some 
watching the show. He’s grown to love the 

challenge that comes with acting as some-
one so far from himself.

Senior musical theater major and 
Brandt’s counterpart in the show, Lilli 
Babb, agrees with her co-star that the chal-
lenges that come with A Little Night Music 
are what make this production absorbing. 
Babb recalls a specific experience when the 
actresses in the show, who are costumed 
in corsets, worked with movement coach 
Meade Andrews to learn how to sing and 
dance without the corset restricting them.

“The show is about redemption,” Babb 
explained. “Our director has said it over 
and over again that each character has 
made mistakes, as we all have, and they’ve 
got to figure out where to go from here. 

And I think that’s what makes the show so 
relatable and so enjoyable for so many.”

Both actors are grateful for the amount 
of  time they have to rehearse and prepare 
for the show. “We’ve been fully blocked for 
a little while now,” Brandt recalled. “Every 
night we run through the show, we discover 
something new. It’s a truly remarkable 
thing, for us as actors, to be able to do.”

Both Brandt and Babb spoke highly of  
their director, Dr. Nathan Hurwitz, whose 
résumé includes regional, national and 
Broadway credits. The show is musically 
directed by Louis Goldberg and choreo-
graphed by Kate Snow.

Based on Ingmar Bergman’s comedy of  
manners Smiles of  a Summer Night, A Little 
Night Music has music and lyrics by Tony 
Award, Grammy Award and Pulitzer Prize 
winner Stephen Sondheim. A Little Night 
Music won the Grammy for best score 
from an original cast album in 1973 and 
its show-stopping ballad, “Send in the 
Clowns,” won the Grammy for song of  the 
year in 1975. Its most recent Broadway 
revival was in 2009, starring Catherine 

Zeta-Jones as Desiree 
Armfeldt and Angela 
Lansbury as Madame 
Armfeldt.

Patrons can see a pre-
view of  A Little Night Music 
in the Yvonne Theater, 
Feb. 24 at 7:30 p.m. 
The show, which opens 
Feb. 25 at 7:30 p.m., has 

performances through Feb. 28. Tickets are 
available online, over the phone or at the 
box office.
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By Thomas Albano

DIRECTOR Spike Lee is regarded as trailblazing — 
and notorious. Controversy has followed him, 
through his films and documentaries, through his 
comments on newsworthy events over the years 

or an infamous interaction when he, a huge New York 
Knicks fan, exchanged choke signs with Indiana Pacers 
star Reggie Miller.

Now, Lee and his place in the history of  African-
American film will be the subjects of  this year’s Film 
and Media Studies (FMS) Symposium. The two-day 
event, featuring movie screenings, student presenta-
tions and panel discussions, will take place on Feb. 26 
and 27 in the Sweigart Auditorium.

According to Dr. Cynthia Lucia, professor of  
English and the director of  the FMS program, this 
year’s symposium is different in that it focuses mainly 
on one filmmaker.

While FMS had a conference on a solo filmmaker, 
Oliver Stone, in Fall 2012, this had not been the case 
for symposiums. But Lucia jumped on the idea after it 
was suggested by a student.

“Some of  the students here who were a part of  [the 
Stone event] said how much they enjoyed it and how 
much we should do something like this as a sympo-
sium,” Lucia said. “So that’s where the idea of  focus-
ing on a filmmaker came up.”

Lucia said that after running through a few names 
with FMS students and faculty, Lee’s name came up. 
Ultimately, he was chosen because of  the roles he has 
played as a leading screenwriter, director, actor and 
inspiration, getting African-American filmmakers to 
Hollywood.

“He’s crucial in American film history in that he 
opened the door for a whole generation of  African-
American filmmakers,” Lucia said. “Because his work 

was so interesting and audiences were so drawn to it, 
he was able to really make Hollywood sit up and pay 
attention. And as a result, a number of  other film-
makers were able to follow and make films within 
the Hollywood system. In addition to that, I think it’s 
because his movies really do treat very complex issues 
— race and representation on the screen — and they 
really stimulate a lot of  thought and discussion. They 
don’t provide easy answers.”

The first day of  the symposium will open with 
screenings of  two Lee films — Do The Right Thing and 
Bamboozled. Two student presentation panels revolving 
around Do The Right Thing will follow the screenings. 

Senior English major Camila Bermudez will 
introduce Do The Right Thing and present a paper on 
the film during the student panel. She says the film, as 
well as the topics Lee presents in his films, are as cur-
rent now as they were when made.

“Do the Right Thing is a riveting account of  racial 
and ethnic tensions within an African-American and 
Italian community,” Bermudez said. “The racial 
tensions between the groups explode into violence. 
Although from 1989, the film is relevant today. At 
present, the question of  race is as pertinent as it was at 
the time of  filming. This is obvious in recent move-
ments like Black Lives Matter, the Ferguson issue and 
others. This is one of  the reasons why the symposium 
is important — its relevance to life in the U.S. today as 

concerns diversity and tolerance.”
Following an opening reception, there will be 

speeches and a roundtable discussion about Lee’s 
works involving three scholars of  film. The first day 
will then end with a screening of  Ava DuVernay’s 
2014 film, Selma.

The second day of  the symposium will focus more 
on the student presentation panels, with the day start-
ing with a panel called “African-American Images and 
America’s Urban Landscape.” Following a pizza lunch 
and screening of  Lee’s Clockers, there will be a student 
panel revolving around race and gender, plus film 
extracts and a student panel about African-American 
film history and film images. The day, and symposium, 
will conclude with a student film festival, screenwriting 
competition and presentation of  awards.

“Sharing thoughts and ideas enhances the learning 
experience and expands what we learn in the class-
room,” Bermudez said. “Film in general is a medium 
that reaches wide audiences around the world, and a 
popular, as well as a critical, platform for the expres-
sion of  ideas that often reflect social values and cul-
tural issues. Spike Lee is a prominent filmmaker who 
has dealt with many issues from the perspective of  the 
African-American experience and race in the United 
States.”

By Emily Klingman

BRUSHING shoulders with filmmak-
ers and going to movie premieres 
was just the start of  the things 
for one Rider film student at 

the Santa Barbara International Film 
Festival in Santa Barbara, California. 

Senior radio, TV and film major 
Alexis Bonamassa participated in the 
festival’s program that allowed students 
from across the country to attend from 
Feb. 4 to 8. She was one of  20 people 
in the country to be accepted, and one 
out of  the 100 who applied.

 “I thought [the application] was 
going to be a little bit more in-depth, 
because of  what we were offered by 
going,” Bonamassa said. “The whole 
trip was basically paid for.”

Bonamassa first found out about 
the opportunity from Film and Media 
Studies director Cynthia Lucia, who 
received an email from the film festival 
organizers inviting students to apply.

“Film festivals are a big attraction to 
film critics, filmmakers and film enthu-
siasts because they present cutting-edge 
work that has yet to be theatrically 
released,” Lucia said. “They present 
opportunities for filmmakers to discuss 
their work and discuss current issues 
in the field — whether dealing with 
technology, financing or the art of  
filmmaking.”

The entire festival lasted 10 days 
total and included premieres, screen-
ings, Q & A sessions and panel dis-
cussions for writers, producers and 
directors. In the evenings, tribute 
awards were given to those in the 
industry. 

The schedule for the film students 
kept them very busy. Both Friday and 

Saturday “featured panels and Q & A 
sessions with directors and film view-
ings, and each night was a tribute” to 
various industry professionals. 

The last day of  the trip, however, 
was an open schedule.

“Sunday was our ‘go around and 
watch what films we wanted’ type of  
day,” Bonamassa said. “Down the main 
street in Santa Barbara there’s a bunch 
of  different theaters that are on that 
street that you could just walk to and 
pick which films you wanted at that 
time.” 

Meeting and talking with people 
at the festival helped ease her mind 
in deciding between film school and 
pursuing her dream of  getting involved 
with student affairs.

“We had a lunch one day where we 
could just talk to some of  the writers 
and producers,” she said. “They were 
all for Oscar-nominated films like The 
Revenant and Straight Outta Compton. 
What was really interesting was how 
different their stories were, but how 

some of  them were really similar in the 
fact that most of  them got started later 
on in life.” 

Bonamassa went on to say it’s 
important to remember that opportu-
nities to do different things in life are 
always open.

“I think that is something I should 
always, and everyone else should, keep 
in mind if  they want to get into film, 
that it’s not something that you have to 
jump right into,” she said. 

Her favorite film from the festival 
screenings was one called Tangerine.

“I think it premiered at Sundance 
last year, and it was a total hit. It was 
the most popular film at that festival,” 
Bonamassa said. “I was really interested 
in seeing it, because ‘Tangerine’ is such 
a random name for it, but it’s also a 
random film.

What really amazed her was how the 
movie, Tangerine, was made. The film 
follows two transgender prostitutes on 
Christmas Eve in Los Angeles, docu-
menting their day from start to finish.

“It’s shot all on an iPhone,” 
Bonamassa said. “The whole movie is 
shot on an iPhone. Who would think to 
do that?”

Being immersed in the film world 
proved to be a learning experience for 
her.

“I don’t think I learned anything 
super specific, but I learned so much 
just from speaking to people that were 
on the trip with me,” said Bonamassa. 
“They were all so intelligent and so 
intelligent within this field. This might 
be only my minor and I do enjoy talk-
ing about it, but they were so in-depth 
with everything.” 

The diverse opportunities that film 
festivals provide is something that Lucia 
hopes will attract Rider film students to 
apply to and participate in the future.

“[They] give students the opportu-
nity to meet and hear from filmmakers, 
film actors and other film professionals, 
which I hope will greatly broaden their 
understanding of  the field,” she said. 
“Beyond that, they are fun — a great 
way of  having an enjoyable experience 
while learning a lot and networking 
with other film students and profession-
als in the process.”

As for the future, Bonamassa wants 
to encourage other film students to 
take the opportunity to apply for the 
program.

 “They’re thinking of  doing 30 [stu-
dents] next year, so I think I’m really 
going to push for people from Rider to 
apply,” she said. “It would be great to 
get a group to go.”

Alexis Bonamassa (front left) and others in the festival’s film study program walking the red carpet.
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Pursuing dreams, film into the future
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Night music waltzes into the Yvonne
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 (From left) Brynn Owen, Pat Constant, Sarah Knoblich, Matthew Fairlee and Danielle Pierce portray The 
Quintet, this musical’s version of a Greek Chorus. 
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Current events
inspire theme 
at symposium

‘‘Each character has made mistakes, 
as we all have, and they’ve got to fig-
ure out where to go from here.” 
 LiLLi BaBB

To the right, Leanne Gallati and 
Anastasia Zeiler as Madam Armfelt 
and Fredricka Armfelt. To the far right, 
Lilli Babb plays Anne Egerman, a young,  
naive girl married to an older man.

Leanne Gallati (left), plays the aging Madam Armfeldt,  Alexa Canelos (center) plays her daughter Desiree and Anastasia Zeiler plays Madam 
Armfeldt’s young granddaughter, Fredricka.
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SEE GRADE POINT 
AVERAGES, PAGE 9

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

GPAs don’t tell 
academic e�ort
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Dents, dollars 
and disrespect
THE morning breaks early 

Wednesday, sunlight touching 
every corner of  campus. But 
as everything is illuminated, 

the light reveals a horrid scene for 
many waking students. The parking 
lots glimmer, coated in broken glass. 
Metal fragments lie on the pavement, 
and damaged cars sit in their marred 
state. Twenty-nine cars were vandal-
ized overnight. 

Even if  this was meant as a joke, 
it’s not funny. If  it was a drunken 
mistake, no one feels any sympathy. 
If  this was meant for any purpose, it 
didn’t come through. The only thing 
this entire situation communicates 
is concern, for both students and 
university staff. 

For one thing, Public Safety and 
Lawrence Police did an excellent 
job of  figuring this out. The next 
day, suspects were identified. This 
investigation and arrest process was 
speedy. 

And it doesn’t stop there. 
Public Safety and University 
Communications provided prompt, 
informative updates on the inves-
tigation as well. The campus was 
notified about the incident in a 
timely matter, and shortly after, we 
were also notified when a suspect 
was arrested. The communication 
the university provided was fair and 
helpful.

However, where was Public Safety 
while the destruction was happen-
ing? I understand that it may have 
been a demanding night and they 
may have had a lot of  calls to take. 
But I can’t understand why Public 
Safety was not patrolling in, or at 
least monitoring video of, any of  the 
multiple lots when this occurred. It 
wasn’t one or two cars smashed — it 
was 29. How could Public Safety be 
so absent as to let almost 30 cars be 
damaged?

Public Safety should be present 
and patrol across all areas of  campus 
to make sure this level of  widespread 
destruction does not happen again. I 
know they are usually reliable, but in 
the case of  29 damaged cars and a 
$15,000 price tag, Public Safety just 
did not pull through for the students 
this time.

But this isn’t solely a lesson for 
Public Safety and university officials. 
Students need to have more respect 
than this. You’re in college and your 
parents aren’t watching, but that 
does not give you the right to behave 
with total disregard for anyone else. 

You have no right to damage 
what does not belong to you. You 

need to respect other students’ prop-
erty, not only because it’s the right 
thing to do, but also because it’s 
illegal if  you don’t. I thought we all 
learned in elementary school that we 
aren’t supposed to touch things that 
don’t belong to us. 

This incident is especially 
frustrating when you consider the 
fact that this is how many people 
perceive younger millennials and 
college students’ behavior. We’re all 
selfish and entitled. We do whatever 
we want and show no concern for 
the repercussions. We’re young and 
wild and careless. 

Just the idea of  that perception 
makes me angry. Our generation 
does not find its only purpose in “liv-
ing fast and dying young.” Our gen-
eration contains conscientious social 
activists, political minds, passionate 
environmentalists and powerful lead-
ers. For every person I know who is 
reckless, I know another 10 who are 
responsible and principled.

So when I hear that the student 
responsible for bashing these cars 
owes $15,000 in damages it’s hard 
for me to have any pity, especially 
when this student was a criminal 
justice minor.

The National Crime Prevention 
Council cites one of  the main 
reasons for vandalism as boredom. 
Now, I want to believe that this 
was not the motivation here. But 
if  you’re bored, watch a movie on 
Netflix. Learn a new recipe or read 
a book. If  you’re on campus, go to a 
sports game or enjoy a play. Actually, 
try to enrich yourself  in campus life. 
And no, breaking glass does not do 
that. 

 Be smart, Rider. Learn a lesson 
from this. And remember, we are all 
members of  the same community, 
and we face many of  the same frus-
trations. There’s no need for any of  
us to be swinging at each other.

Opinion

GRADE point average, GP…. Who? 
For many of  us, since high school, 
GPA has played a major role in 
which classes we are put in for the 

following year. Whether it was academic, 
honors or AP classes, this was also a 
huge part of  our college applications 

as students? 
From my experience, I never even 

knew what my GPA was until I started 
applying to colleges. I knew I worked 
hard and I knew I got good grades. In 
college, I seem to pay more and more 
attention to my GPA as there seems to 
be a GPA requirement for most schol-
arships, clubs, sports, leadership roles 
and honor societies. Something about 
that had always rubbed me the wrong 
way. 

The drive to have a “great GPA” 

ends up creating an incredible amount 
of  pressure because of  the frequency 
of  talk that students engage in and 
the amount of  competition there is. 
Some may be embarrassed about it and 
others proud to show it off. We spend 
much of  our lives in intense studying 
during hours in the library to maintain 
the numbers we need to feel accepted.  

This high expectation that we set for 
ourselves to maintain the highest GPA 
possible can also discourage students 
from taking harder classes because of  
the risk of  getting a lower grade. We 
should want to challenge ourselves 
without that worry in the back of  our 
heads of  a possible lower GPA. 

Hard-working students may not be 
as academically 
gifted; 
they may 

The weekly editorial expresses the majority 
opinion of  The Rider News. This week’s 
editorial was written by the Opinion Editor, 

Samantha Sawh.

is looking for more writers in 

Come to meetings Wednesdays at 4:30pm in the basement of Ridge House. 

News SportsFeatures Opinion
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not have as high a GPA as others who can give the textbook a quick glance and are 
ready to ace the exam. Of  course, when looking at a great, average or low GPA, 
assumptions are automatically going to be made, but there is always a backstory. 

A number should never define a student. Hidden within that number could 
either be struggle, hard work and dedication, or it could reflect cheating, laziness 
and ignorance. Either way, this number can be deceiving to teachers, parents, 
admissions staff  and future employers. 

A student’s GPA definitely does not expose a person’s work ethic. Of  course, 
grades and getting that degree in your hands on graduation day for a successful 

future is what we’re all here for. But what matters is what you can do with what you 
have learned. 

There is so much more to a person than a couple of  numbers, whether you are 
joining an extracurricular activity or getting that job of  your dreams. Personal 
drive, your passions, projects, experience and extracurricular activities involved 
with school say much more about who you are. If  we chose everything based on a 
person’s GPA, the world would be much different.

In the grand scheme of  things, does it really make all the difference if  you get a 
B in a class instead of  an A? 2.7, 3.4 or even 4.0, these numbers do not define you. 

—Hayley Fahey
Sophomore journalism major

A student Q&A accompanying this story can be found online at theridernews.com

TO the Editor:
My colleague Pam Brown places upon faculty 

the onus of  campus-wide unhappiness and con-
flict when she suggests that faculty attendance at 

the president’s inauguration will signify to the outside 
world that all is well at Rider University (letter to The 
Rider News, Feb. 17, 2016).

My own view is very different. If  the appearance 
of  campus conflict is to be avoided, that is something 
President Dell’Omo should have thought of  prior to 
laying off  tenured faculty and doing away with majors 
and minors after having spent a mere three months on 
the job.

How could appearing to honor our seventh presi-
dent magically restore public confidence in an institu-
tion whose reputation that same individual irreparably 
harmed by claiming to state news media that Rider 
was in financial crisis? “The new president was frank,” 
reported The Star-Ledger, The Times of  Trenton and 
NJ.com. “Rider just didn’t have enough students to 
cover its bills.” 

Even if  that had been true (clearly, it was not), this 
is something that no one who is committed to the 
long-term reputation and concomitant financial health 
of  the institution would ever announce in the press.

The truth is, conflict cannot be avoided. We have 

a faculty dedicated to providing Rider’s students with 
a true 21st-century global education. And we have 
a president whose vision of  a “university” excludes 
majors in environmental science, European languages 
other than Spanish, economics (the subject of  the 
president’s own apparently devalued undergraduate 
degree from Montclair State), sociology, and the disci-
pline that started it all, philosophy.

—Jane Rosenbaum
English Department

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Professor: Campus con�ict can no longer be avoided
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Sports

By Carlos Toro

IN a season filled with lows, the women’s basketball 
team is feeling hopeful about the rest of  the season 
after splitting its final two home games.

The Broncs (7-20, 4-14 MAAC), winners of  
three of  their past five games, defeated Saint Peter’s 
on Feb. 19, but lost to Quinnipiac, winners of  14 
straight, by a score of  65-47 on Feb. 22.

While the game against Quinnipiac could have 
been classified as a blowout, Head Coach Lynn 
Milligan saw the result differently.

“I know I’m crazy for thinking we played a solid 
game because we lost by almost 20 points, but we 
did,” Milligan said. “We had a solid game because 
of  what we wanted to do in the game and how we 
wanted to do things in order to beat Quinnipiac.”

The opening minutes of  the contest were physical, 
with both teams diving for loose balls and battling it 
out inside the paint, but the Bobcats soon got into a 
rhythm, going on a 7-0 scoring run in just 68 seconds. 

Quinnipiac (19-7, 14-3 MAAC) continued to make 
shots, while Rider could not hit anything, shooting just 
4 for 18 from the field in the first 10 minutes of  the 
game. 

But the Broncs did not quit when the second 
quarter began. With its tough defense causing turn-
over after turnover, Rider went on a short 5-0 run to 
cut Quinnipiac’s lead to six. While the offense could 
not produce more points, the Broncs’ defense held the 
Bobcats’ offense in check, surrendering just two points 
— both coming from free throws —  in the first four 
minutes of  the quarter.

Rider went on an 8-2 run in the middle of  the third 
quarter, but that was the best the offense could muster  
in the second half. Quinnipiac slowly increased its 
lead, moving ahead as many as 20 points en route to 
the Bobcats’ win. 

Rider made only 27.8 percent of  its shots for the 
game. Rider junior guard Robin Perkins finished 
with just 12 points. Freshman guard Lexi Posset, the 
only Bronc to make a shot from the three-point line, 
finished with 11 points.

“There was a handful of  shots I didn’t like,” 
Milligan said. “For the most part, I was OK with the 
shots we were taking. It’s February, and you have to 
step up and make shots, and we didn’t do that.”

The win against Saint Peter’s (4-23, 2-16 MAAC) 
also began with a slow offensive start from Rider. 

Perkins and the team struggled to make baskets in 
the first quarter, scoring just nine points while Perkins 
went 0 for 4 from the field. 

The Broncs’ offense picked up afterwards. Perkins 
gave Rider the 11-9 lead when she got a steal and 
made the ensuing layup with 9:13 left in the second 
quarter. 

This jumpstarted an 11-2 scoring run for the 
Broncs. Perkins got her first six points of  the game 
during that run. She finished the game making eight 
of  her last 13 shots.

The game against the Peacocks extended Perkins’ 
excellent play as of  late. She was awarded MAAC 
Player of  the Week honors for all games from Feb. 
8-14, averaging 19.7 points and 4.3 rebounds.

Milligan noted Perkins’ persistence and strong 

game despite the sluggish start.
“Robin started a little slow, but she finished really 

strong,” Milligan said. “We put her in some good 
spots. She took some tough shots and knocked them 
down. ”

Perkins believes it is up to her to help spread the 
floor for her teammates so that they can get open.

“When I start to get going and making shots, it 
helps my teammates start making shots,” Perkins said. 
“Opponents play me harder so it opens the floor for 
my teammates.”

While Perkins’ play has been one of  the few bright 
spots of  the season, she believes that her teammates 
have been a major part of  her play. 

“I feel like I have a hand in the offense, but my 
teammates helped me make that happen,” Perkins 
said. “If  it wasn’t for them, I wouldn’t have been able 
to put the ball in the basket.”

While Rider may be done playing games at home, 
they still have two games remaining before the MAAC 
Tournament in March. They will travel to Monmouth 
(11-16, 9-9 MAAC) on Feb. 25 and end the regular 
season at Manhattan (13-13, 10-7 MAAC) on Feb. 28.

Milligan stresses the importance of  finishing 
the regular season on a strong note, saying that 
teams want to be carrying momentum entering the 
postseason.

“It’s critical that we play well at this stage in the 
season,” Milligan said. “Your goal all year is to make 
sure your team is peaking at this point in the season. 
Playing well in February is really big for us.”

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs split weekend games, win 3 of last 5

CO LU M N

2015-16 MAAC baseball predictions

By Brandon Scalea

AS February comes to a close, 
baseball season is right around 
the corner. This week, Rider’s 
season will officially begin in 

Spartansburg, South Carolina, when 
it will face Wofford on Feb. 26. Last 
season, the Broncs clinched the MAAC 
regular-season title for the second time 
in three years under Head Coach Barry 
Davis. While they will look to stay atop 
the MAAC in 2016, here are my pre-
dictions for how the rest of  the confer-
ence will shape up.

1. Canisius (Last season 34-30, 
16-8 MAAC) 
Key player:
Massicci.
Key pitcher: Senior Mike Elwood.

Despite finishing second to Rider 
in the standings, the Golden Griffins 
came alive in the MAAC Tournament 
last season and will look to continue 
their dominance in 2016. Along with 
his reliability in the field, Massicci has 
proven to be a threat at the plate every 
at-bat. In 2014, he hit .364 with 48 
runs scored. 

2. Quinnipiac (29-27, 15-9 MAAC)
Key player: Senior catcher Lou 
Iannoitti.

Key pitcher: Graduate Gary 
Benkiewicz.

With four preseason All-MAAC 
selections, Quinnipiac is sure to be a 
force in the conference this season. As 
a junior, Iannoitti batted .284 with a 
.353 on base percentage and a .376 
slugging percentage. However, the 
team’s inexperience might come into 
play as freshmen and sophomores 
make up the bulk of  the roster.

3. Rider (28-22, 15-6 MAAC)
Key player: 
Locklear.
Key pitcher:
     Barry Davis has compiled nearly 
300 wins in 11 seasons with Rider, a 
team that has been among the elite 
in the conference during that span. 
Last year, it was strong pitching and 
defense that allowed Rider to clinch 
the regular season crown. In 2016, it 
will rely on the bat of  Locklear, a first 
team All-MAAC selection in 2015. 
He batted .341 in conference play and 
ranked tenth in the MAAC for stolen 
bases with 18. 

4. Siena (23-28, 13-8 MAAC) 
Key player:
Drpich.
Key pitcher:
       Any time you have the reigning 
MAAC Rookie of  the Year on your 
team, high hopes ensue. The Saints are 
going to be a tough team to beat these 
next few years, and Drpich is a big rea-
son for it. During his freshman season, 
he batted .301 and demonstrated great 
power with nine homeruns. 

5. Monmouth (22-24, 14-10 
MAAC)
Key player: Sophomore shortstop 

Key pitcher: Senior Frank Tri-
marco.               

Monmouth, another young team, 
certainly has the offense to finish in the 
upper half  of  the conference. If  the 
Hawks want to be good, their pitching 
needs to come through, as well. Tri-
marco is one of  the veterans who will 
need to step up on the mound. He is 
coming off  a season where he finished 
with 53 strikeouts, but a 5.49 ERA. 

6. Marist (19-27-1, 12-12 MAAC)
Key player:
Aiola. 
Key pitcher:

During his college career, Aiola 
has proven that he can be an effective 
utility man. Last season, he made 36 
starts at second base, six at third base, 
and two at shortstop. As a result of  
his play, he was named second team 
All-MAAC. He also hit .306 with two 
homeruns and 16 runs.

7. Manhattan (18-34, 9-15 MAAC)
Key player:
Santisteban.
Key pitcher:
Kanwisher.

After a ninth-place finish last 

their program into a winning one. 
Santisteban will look to end his college 
career with a bang. Arguably one of  
the best hitters in the conference, he 
batted .301 last year. He ranked eighth 
in the MAAC in doubles and triples 
with 14 and three, respectively. 

8. Iona (20-33, 11-18 MAAC)
Key player: Senior catcher Carmine 
Palummo.
Key pitcher:
Pucillo.

The Gaels finished in the middle 
of  the pack in 2015, and unfortunately 
for them, it doesn’t look like they are 
moving to the top any time soon. How-
ever, their strong pitching could make 
them a tough team to register runs 
against. Pucillo appeared in 17 games 
as a sophomore, finishing with an ERA 
of  3.76 ERA. 

9. Saint Peter’s (10-38-1, 7-17 
MAAC)
Key player: 

Key pitcher: Senior Mark Wil-
son.  

The Peacocks finished last in the 
conference last season, but they were 
a very inexperienced team. Their 
returning starters will allow  the 
team to slowly begin the uphill climb. 
Kristofferson will emerge as the team’s 
leader as a senior shortstop.

Key player: 
Conti.
Key pitcher: 
       The Stags’ inexperience will play a 
huge role in 2016. While the team will 

defense to stay in ballgames. Bonaiuto 
had a strong sophomore season, 

with a 3.18 ERA. 

11. Niagara (13-32-2, 8-16 MAAC)
Key player:
Furhman.
Key pitcher: unior Kevin Lucas.
      Leading the team in hitting last 
season, Furham will look to have 
another solid season for the Purple 

.340 batting average and the highest 
on-base percentage in the MAAC. 
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M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Siena shoots lights out in Rider white-out game
By Carlos Toro

WITH only a few games remaining in the regular 
season, the men’s basketball team was bested 
twice in the past two games.

In front of  more than 1,500 people at 
Alumni Gym, the Broncs (11-18, 7-11 MAAC) lost to 
Siena 84-64 on Feb. 19 and then lost Marist 71-58 on 
Feb. 23.

Though Alumni Gym was filled with Rider stu-
dents decked out in white for BroncFest, it was Siena’s 
offense that was white hot, shooting 52 percent from 
beyond the arc.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett said after the game 
that the team’s defense was lackluster and needs to 
make improvements on all aspects.

“We have to work on everything defensively,” 
Baggett said. “Guarding the three-point line, blocking 
out, rebounding, we need to work on everything.”

After Rider scored the opening two points and led 
4-2 after 90 seconds, Siena (19-9, 12-5 MAAC) went 
on a 13-4 scoring run that had the Saints up by five 
points. 

Although Rider did close the gap and retook 
the lead on a jumper made by senior guard Shawn 
Valentine, Siena’s three-point shooting propelled the 
Saints to a double-digit lead for most of  the remainder 
of  the first half. 

Siena’s offense didn’t stop there. Entering the sec-
ond half, the Saints were leading by 10 and doubled 
that lead just 6:11 into the closing half.

The closest Rider could get to Siena’s lead in the 
second half  was 12 points, but Siena junior forward 
Brett Bisping’s 24 points ensured the Broncs could not 
recover from such a big deficit.

Senior guard Zedric Sadler did not play against 
Siena because of  a high ankle sprain and is listed as 
day to day, according to Baggett. 

While the injury was a blow to the team, senior 
guard Khalil Alford, who had 18 points in the loss to 
Siena, thought everyone had to pick up the pace to 

make up for the loss.
“We all need to step up, especially on the defensive 

side,” Alford said. “[Sadler] is such a big part of  the 
team. We just have to work harder at making contri-
butions to the team.”

The Broncs then traveled to Marist, (6-22, 2-16 
MAAC) which entered the game on a five-game losing 
streak, on Feb. 23. Both teams struggled offensively at 
the start of  the game. 

Graduate guard Teddy Okereafor had a poor start 
in the first 10 minutes, scoring no points and commit-
ting two turnovers.

Both team’s offenses got into a rhythm after they 
shot under 40 percent in the opening minutes of  the 
first half. 

Junior center Kahlil Thomas, who entered the 
game with 11 double-doubles, was very limited on the 
offensive side, only getting two shot attempts in the 
first half  finishing with just four points in the game.

The team shot 4 for 14 to start the game but they 
made six straight shots to take the lead.

Rider’s three-point shooting helped the lead take 
the lead for the first when junior guard Jimmie Taylor 
made a three-pointer with 6:20 left in the first half.

Even with injuries hitting the team, it didn’t stop 
Rider from producing well on offense. Seven different 
Broncs scored in the first half, including a career-high 
four points for redshirt freshman guard Josh Williams.

Williams gave the Broncs a four-point lead and 
momentum heading into halftime when he scored on 
a fast break layup in the closing seconds of  the first 
half.

But the momentum did not carry over as Rider 
intended. Marist stopped Rider’s offense when fresh-
man guard David Knudsen made a three-point shot 
that started a 12-2 scoring run, which gave the Red 
Foxes the lead for the first time in the second half  with 
15:30 remaining in the game. 

Rider’s offense started to unravel as the team did 
not find a go-to man to carry the good offensive start. 
Marist slowly kept increasing its lead, finalizing in a 
Red Foxes victory.

Taylor finished with 15 points, and junior forward 
Xavier Lundy had 12 points and seven rebounds in 
the loss.

The team only has two more games remain-
ing in the regular season. The first is a rematch at 
Monmouth (23-6, 15-3 MAAC), which beat Rider by 
one point earlier in the season, on Feb. 26. The Broncs 
then end the regular season at home when they take 
on Manhattan (12-14, 9-8 MAAC) on Feb. 28.

Baggett stresses the importance of  playing well just 
a few weeks before the MAAC Tournament, but at the 
same time wants the team to get over the loss.

 “We’re going to come back tomorrow and get 
better, work on everything that we did wrong and be 
ready to play the next game,” Baggett said.

By Shanna O’Mara

THE men’s and women’s track teams 
both placed third among eight 
teams at the 2016 MAAC Indoor 
Track and Field Championships in 

New York on Feb. 21
“We had a decent meet on Sunday,” 

Head Coach Bob Hamer said. “The 
goal was to finish in the top three on 
both sides, and we achieved that goal. 
We had some outstanding individual 
performances that were highlighted by 
our individual champions.”

Senior Daria Chadwick won the 
high jump with an ECAC-qualifying 
height of  5’7”. She also placed third in 
the 60m hurdles with a personal record 
of  8.87 seconds.

“Chadwick had a great meet,” 
Hamer said. “She was great in the 60 
hurdles and then came back to win the 
high jump later in the meet. She has 
really been competing at a high level 
all year, and I’m very excited for her 
success.”

Freshman Ashley Berry won the shot 
put (44’5.5”) and placed sixth in the 
weight throw (48’9.5”).

“Berry is having an outstanding year 
and that contributed greatly today to 
her ability to win the shot put,” Hamer 
said.

Senior Olivia Rosenberger won the 
triple jump with an ECAC-qualifying 

distance of  11.52m.
“Rosenberger is a great kid who 

trains and competes very hard every-
day,” Hamer said. “She was the top 
seed in her event, and that sometimes 
can lead to feeling a lot of  pressure 
that will hinder your performance. She 
handled it perfectly today and went 
out and won the event with some really 
good early jumps. I’m really proud of  
her, and I am very excited for her suc-
cess up to this point.”

Junior Erik Adamcik won the pole 
vault, clearing a height of  15’3”.

“Adamcik has struggled a bit at times 
this year, but he put it together when it 
mattered the most today at the cham-
pionship,” Hamer said. “He is a tough 
competitor, and that came through 
today when he cleared the winning 
height on his first attempt and put the 
pressure on his competitors.”

Senior Darien Edwards placed 
second in the 800m in 1:53.29. 
Sophomore Tyree Adams placed sec-
ond in the long jump (23’7.5”).

Senior Nicolette Mateescu placed 
second in the 5,000m in 17:18.75.

“I was excited about finishing 
second in the 5k,” Mateescu said. “I 
was a little disappointed I didn’t get a 
chance to run directly against the girl 
who came in first because we were both 
in separate heats, but it is what it is. 

Overall, it was 
a nice race.”

She also placed 10th 
in the 3,000 in 10:07.97 behind 
junior Megan McGarrity who ran a 
10:07.94.

“The 3k was a fast race in general, 
and I was happy for the personal 
record, especially running it with my 
teammate Meg McGarrity,” Mateescu 
said. “It was special to run personal 
bests together. Placing would have been 
nice, so I am a little disappointed with 
that though.”

The men’s 4x400 relay placed fourth 
in 3:23.43, and the distance medley 
relay team placed sixth in 10:27.28.

The women’s 4x400 relay placed 
fourth in 4:01.01, and the distance 
medley relay placed fourth in 12:09.54.

Although the Broncs placed in the 
top three, Hamer had higher hopes for 
the team.

“I feel that we left some points in 
several events that could have improved 
our overall finish,” Hamer said. “The 
MAAC is a very competitive track and 
field conference and you need to be 
competing at align level in every event 
to be successful. Unfortunately, we 
came up a bit short in a few areas.”

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Leaping into third

Guard Teddy Okereafor lays one in against Siena on Feb. 19.
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Junior Erik Adamcik won the pole vault at the 
2016 MAAC Championships.
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“Rosenberger is a great kid who 
trains and competes very hard every-
day,” Hamer said. “She was the top 
seed in her event, and that sometimes 
can lead to feeling a lot of  pressure 
that will hinder your performance. She 
handled it perfectly today and went 
out and won the event with some really 
good early jumps. I’m really proud of  
her, and I am very excited for her suc-
cess up to this point.”

Junior Erik Adamcik won the pole 
vault, clearing a height of  15’3”.

“Adamcik has struggled a bit at times 
this year, but he put it together when it 
mattered the most today at the cham-
pionship,” Hamer said. “He is a tough 
competitor, and that came through 
today when he cleared the winning 
height on his first attempt and put the 
pressure on his competitors.”

Senior Darien Edwards placed 
second in the 800m in 1:53.29. 

Overall, it was 
a nice race.”

She also placed 10th 
in the 3,000 in 10:07.97 behind 
junior Megan McGarrity who ran a 
10:07.94.

“The 3k was a fast race in general, 
and I was happy for the personal 
record, especially running it with my 
teammate Meg McGarrity,” Mateescu 
said. “It was special to run personal 
bests together. Placing would have been 
nice, so I am a little disappointed with 
that though.”

The men’s 4x400 relay placed fourth 
in 3:23.43, and the distance medley 
relay team placed sixth in 10:27.28.

The women’s 4x400 relay placed 
fourth in 4:01.01, and the distance 
medley relay placed fourth in 12:09.54.

Although the Broncs placed in the 
top three, Hamer had higher hopes for 
the team.
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Inside today: Both 
track teams �nish 
third at MAACs 
Page 11Sports

Thomas �nding his 
own in the paint
By Brandon Scalea

IN a game against first-place 
Monmouth where Rider needed 
its players to rise to the challenge, 
perhaps its most consistent player this 

season, junior center Kahlil Thomas, 
put up 18 points and hauled in 13 
boards. 

Last season the men’s basketball 
team was about to become 19-9 over-
all, holding a 22-point lead against 
Quinnipiac on Feb. 19, 2015. 

It was looking like a dream season. 
But, as the Broncs took care of  that 
comfortable lead against the Bobcats, 
their all-MAAC center, Matt Lopez, 
went for a layup and collided into the 
basket support, landing awkwardly on 
the shining Alumni Gym floor. 

Rider’s chances of  its first-ever 
MAAC title fell from the sky along 
with its seven-foot center. The Broncs 
lost their next game to Niagara and 
never recovered. In the three regular 
season games that followed the Lopez 
injury, Thomas managed seven points 
and two rebounds in the Niagara loss, 
one point and five rebounds in a win 
at Monmouth and no points in a win 
against Marist.

 The Broncs were ultimately elimi-
nated in the first round of  the MAAC 
Tournament by Saint Peter’s. 

A year later, Thomas has not only 
shaken off  his warm-up shirt and been 
a starter in every game, he’s emerged 
as a presence in the paint. With 11 
double-doubles to date, his breakout 
junior season has most Rider fans 
forgetting Matt Lopez ever donned the 
cranberry and white. 

“I wouldn’t necessarily say I was 
trying to fill Matt’s shoes, but when we 
were playing together we were kind 
of  playing side by side,” Thomas said. 
“But I wasn’t really trying to be like 
him. I just wanted to be myself  out 
there.”

Thomas currently leads the MAAC, 
shooting 58 percent from the field. 
Last year’s leader in that category was 
Lopez. Thomas is second in the confer-
ence right now in rebounding, only 
behind Siena’s Brett Bisping. In 2014-
15, Lopez was second in that category, 
too. 

However, Thomas’ success did not 
come overnight. In fact, he really did 
not come out of  his shell until after one 
of  Rider’s toughest losses of  this season 
— at Maryland on Nov. 20. 

In that game, the then-No. 3 
Terrapins came at him with some of  
the best guards in the Big Ten. Thomas 
battled with determination and played 
a major role in giving the Broncs the 
edge until late in the second half. 
He finished with 14 points and four 
rebounds, but had a major mishap in 
the closing moments of  the game that 
essentially allowed Maryland to come 
out on top.

In the final minute, he missed 
the front end of  a one-and-one and 
failed to come up with a key rebound. 
However, since those mistakes, Thomas 
has been a major part of  Rider’s turn-
around this season. After starting the 
season 4-12 overall with an 0-5 MAAC 

record, the 
Broncs have 
taken eight of  
their last 13. 

Head Coach 
Kevin Baggett had 
nothing but positive 
things to say about 
his 6-foot-7 star, even 
after an 84-64 loss to 
Siena on Feb. 19.

“Kahlil is a big part 
of  our team,” he said. 
“He and [graduate guard] 
Teddy [Okereafor] have 
been the two most consis-
tent guys for the most part 
this season. I’m definitely 
happy for him, but we 
need more guys than him 
playing well.”

Despite the praise, 
Thomas has not always been 
on Baggett’s good side. 

“Coach always tells me 
that if  someone isn’t talking to 
you, they don’t want you to be 
there,” Thomas said. “Even 
when he recruited me to come 
play here, he told me he was 
going to constantly be on me. 
He just wants me to be good. 
He wants me to be great.”

And when Thomas plays 
great, it’s no secret the team 
rallies around him. Against 
then-No. 14 Providence on 
Dec. 17, he shot 60 percent 
from the field and grabbed 10 
rebounds. After the game, Friars 
Head Coach Ed Cooley was so 
impressed by Thomas that he 
pulled him aside and told him to 
keep up the good work. 

Apparently, he took the 
coach’s advice to heart. In the 
latest stretch of  the season, he 
has switched his game into an even 
higher gear. Thomas has reached 
double figures in points in all of  the 
last seven games, matching the mark 
in rebounds in four of  those. In a 
come-from-behind win at Niagara 
on Feb. 5, he and junior forward 
Xavier Lundy combined for 41 
points. 

Thomas said that his success this 
season has even surprised him at 
times.

“I just go out and try to play as 
hard as I can for as long as I can,” he 
said. “I just go out there and when I’m 
feeling it, my teammates do a good job 
of  getting me the ball in different ways 
including the pick-and-roll. I’ve been 
making some tough shots. Sometimes 
I look back at some of  the shots I’ve 
made and I’m like, ‘Dang, I didn’t 
know I could make that.’”

With only two regular season games 
remaining before the conference 
tournament, Rider is going to need its 
big man to continue to be reliable if  it 
wants to make a run this year. He feels 
as though the team has showed signs 
of  being the kind of  team that could 
take home the MAAC crown this year 
in Albany.

“We just have to keep playing hard 

and practicing hard 
because we know 
we’re a good enough 

team to do it,” he said. 
“Sometimes we’re sluggish 

out there and at times we’re 
like an All-American team. 
We need to be consistent and I 
think we’ve been doing a good 
job of  that recently.” 

Although the Parkway, Florida 
native wanted to go to school in 
the Northeast because he likes 
the cold, Rider fans will hope 
that Thomas stays hot. 

Junior center Kahlil Thomas has 
emerged as one of Rider’s key play-
ers. He has 11 double-doubles to 

date this season. 
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nothing but positive 
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tent guys for the most part 
this season. I’m definitely 
happy for him, but we 
need more guys than him 
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Despite the praise, 
Thomas has not always been 
on Baggett’s good side. 

“Coach always tells me 
that if  someone isn’t talking to 
you, they don’t want you to be 
there,” Thomas said. “Even 
when he recruited me to come 
play here, he told me he was 
going to constantly be on me. 
He just wants me to be good. 
He wants me to be great.”

And when Thomas plays 
great, it’s no secret the team 
rallies around him. Against 
then-No. 14 Providence on 
Dec. 17, he shot 60 percent 
from the field and grabbed 10 
rebounds. After the game, Friars 
Head Coach Ed Cooley was so 
impressed by Thomas that he 
pulled him aside and told him to 
keep up the good work. 

Apparently, he took the 
coach’s advice to heart. In the 
latest stretch of  the season, he 
has switched his game into an even 
higher gear. Thomas has reached 
double figures in points in all of  the 
last seven games, matching the mark 
in rebounds in four of  those. In a 
come-from-behind win at Niagara 
on Feb. 5, he and junior forward 
Xavier Lundy combined for 41 
points. 

Thomas said that his success this 
season has even surprised him at 

“I just go out and try to play as 
hard as I can for as long as I can,” he 
said. “I just go out there and when I’m 
feeling it, my teammates do a good job 
of  getting me the ball in different ways 
including the pick-and-roll. I’ve been 
making some tough shots. Sometimes 
I look back at some of  the shots I’ve 
made and I’m like, ‘Dang, I didn’t 
know I could make that.’”

With only two regular season games 
remaining before the conference 
tournament, Rider is going to need its 
big man to continue to be reliable if  it 
wants to make a run this year. He feels 
as though the team has showed signs 
of  being the kind of  team that could 
take home the MAAC crown this year 
in Albany.

“We just have to keep playing hard 

and practicing hard 
because we know 
we’re a good enough 

team to do it,” he said. 
“Sometimes we’re sluggish 

out there and at times we’re 
like an All-American team. 
We need to be consistent and I 
think we’ve been doing a good 
job of  that recently.” 

Although the Parkway, Florida 
native wanted to go to school in 
the Northeast because he likes 
the cold, Rider fans will hope 
that Thomas stays hot. 
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