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INAUGURATION EXPENSES
As the president’s ceremony approaches, its price 
tag becomes a concern. page 8

STAND UP TO FRIDAY BOREDOM
Comedian Todd Barry comes to bring laughs for 
the weekend. page 6

HOCKEY WINS TWO
Easy scoring has Broncs on a two-game win 
streak. page 11

By Lauren Lavelle

AFTER eight nominations and six wins, the presti-
gious Westminster Choir will once again appear 
on the ballot for New Jersey’s Favorite Choral 
Ensemble in the 2016 JerseyArts.com People’s 

Choice Awards.
“We have been honored to have won this award 

several times,” said choral director Joe Miller. “It is 
wonderful recognition of  the work of  the students.”

Now in its eighth year, the People’s Choice Awards 
highlight talent within the state arts community by 
nominating several artistic outlets for residents of  New 
Jersey and surrounding areas to vote on and decide 
which local arts organizations reign supreme. 

“I believe that the contest is important because 
it creates interest, and people know more about the 
tremendous opportunities that our state has for access 
to the live arts culture,” said Miller. “Our university 
is dedicated to making the lives of  those around us 
better, and through these types of  awards and orga-
nizations, individuals may gather a stronger base of  
support to help us achieve the goal of  making our 
communities more cohesive.”

Active in New Jersey, New York and Philadelphia, 
the Westminster Choir has been known for choral 
excellence for over 94 years.

“The ensemble members take time to perform 
for many audiences through touring and concerts,” 
said Miller. “They also work in the schools to pro-
mote arts advocacy.  It is rewarding when this type of  

commitment is recognized.”
Miller, while proud of  the choir’s accomplishments, 

feels its success is because of  the arts community as a 
whole rather than the number of  votes it receives. 

“A.O. Scott says, ‘The making of  art — popular 
or fine, abstruse or accessible, sacred or profane — is 
one of  the glories of  our species. We are uniquely 
endowed with the capacity to fashion representations 
of  the world and our experience in it, to tell stories 
and draw pictures, to organize sound into music and 
movement into dance.’ Through the work on the New 

Jersey Council and the support of  the arts on our 
campus, we are able to make a broader impact on our 
community,” said Miller.

One of  nine choral groups nominated, the 
Westminster Choir is up against the Newark Boys 
Chorus, Childrensong of  New Jersey, the Princeton 
Girlchoir, Ars Musica, the Greater South Jersey 
Chorus, the Monmouth Civic Chorus, Princeton Pro 
Musica and the Morris Choral Society. 

To vote for the Westminster Choir, log on to 
JerseyArts.com by Feb. 11 to register a ballot.

Conductor Joe Miller leads the Westminster Choir during the January tour Homecoming Concert in Richardson Auditorium in Princeton.
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Westminster Choir strives to be people’s choice 
When Rider hosts Monmouth on Feb. 12, junior guard Justin Robinson, left, and graduate guard Teddy Okereafor will be two players to watch. Photos by  Taylor Jackson/Monmouth, Neil Davis/Rider News

SEE PREPARING
PAGE 12
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Men’s bathroom blues
Because everyone takes out their anger on bath-

room appliances, right? On Feb. 6 at 8:24p.m., Public 
Safety responded to a complaint from Conover Hall. 
Upon arrival, officers headed to the men’s bathroom 
and noticed damage to one soap dispenser, two toilet 
paper holders and two shower curtains. Public Safety 
is currently looking into the cost to replace or repair 
the items. Anyone with additional information should 
contact Public Safety at (609) 896-5029.

A case of stolen IDentity
An ID picture is worth a thousand words. On Feb. 

8, Public Safety was dispatched to the SRC Fitness 
Center because a student was attempting to use 
another student’s ID card to gain entry into the 
fitness center. When questioned about the ID card, 
the student claimed the other student lent it to her. 
Both students have been cited with violations: one 
with personal misrepresentation and the other with 
misuse of the ID card. The matter has been referred to 
the Office of Community Standards.

One thumb down
Texting might be a little di�cult after this one. 

On Feb. 2, Public Safety was called to the Commuter 
Lot for assistance with a medical emergency. Upon 
arrival, a female student stated that, while she was 
exiting her car, she slammed her right thumb in the 
door. A passerby reached out to Public Safety to 
notify them of the incident but had departed by the 
time o�cers arrived. The student’s thumb was ban-
daged, and she claimed a family member would take 
her to the hospital for further treatment.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

By Samantha Reed

TO most of  the student body, it was 
just another mundane Monday 
afternoon. To one particular Rider 
University student, it was anything 

but that. 
Instead of  going to class, she was 

crying on the floor of  her room, fear-
ing for her life. Things had quickly 
escalated since she broke up with her 
boyfriend earlier that month, but it was 
threats to kill her and her family that 
inspired this 22-year-old to take her 
situation to Lawrence Police.

This disturbing incident occurred 
before changes to the Title IX law and  
Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) 
mandated that colleges in the United 
States provide ongoing programs to 
prevent assaults and abuse. In January 
2014, Rider hired Susan Stahley as 
a prevention education coordinator. 
Domestic abuse was added to her 
portfolio, along with drug and alcohol 
abuse and sexual assault.

The case occurred in January of  
2012, one of  five domestic violence 
cases reported from Rider that year. 
There were two cases reported in 2010, 
two in 2011, two in 2013 and one in 
2014, according to data from Lawrence 
Police. There is no documented infor-
mation explaining the spike in 2012.

When informed of  these numbers, 
the victim wished she had known them 
earlier.

“My case was the only one I ever 
heard about,” she said. “Maybe Rider’s 
doing a good job keeping it under-
wraps, or, maybe it’s a bad thing they 
were not letting anyone know they’re 
not alone.”

Lawrence Police Lt. Joseph Amodio 
noted that calls regarding this type of  
incident are a common occurrence for 
his department.

“We get domestic violence calls to 
the township every day, from all walks 
of  life,” Amodio said. “The numbers at 
Rider are comparable, because domes-
tic violence doesn’t seem to discrimi-
nate. Educated people, wealthy people, 
it could happen to anyone.” 

Stahley feels the numbers reported 
to the police should probably be even 
higher.

“From all of  the various educational 
Listservs I am on and education I 
keep up with, it [domestic violence] is 
a national problem,” Stahley said. “I 
know of  only a few students here on 
campus that have experienced it, but 
then again, statistics show there are 
more cases out there than are reported. 
As you know, reports of  domestic or 
sexual violence do not reflect the true 
picture of  what is going on. They only 
reflect those that are willing to come 
forward with a report.”

Cases similar to that of  the 2012 
victim, as well as cases nationwide, 
are what caused Rider to take action 

against domestic violence involving 
students.

As the prevention educator, Stahley 
participates in many campaigns at 
Rider promoting bystander aware-
ness and intervention strategies. She 
provides numerous presentations in 
classrooms and residence halls, often in 
conjunction with clubs, organizations 
on campus and athletics. In addition 
to these events, Stahley is bringing 
awareness into the students’ view. She 
has weekly tables at Daly’s, with various 
themes, that students know to look for. 
For sexual assault awareness month last 
April, Stahley brought the Clothesline 
Project onto campus, where students 
hang up t-shirts decorated with anti-
domestic violence slogans. 

Last spring, she brought The Vagina 
Monologues back to campus and reprised 
it again this year, adding V-Men to the 
monologues (see review, p. 6). Both 
times were a joint effort with Rider’s 
United Women organization. The 
two events raised over $1,000 that was 
donated to Womanspace, a nonprofit 
agency providing an array of  services to 
women in crisis in the Mercer County 
area.

Since her arrival at Rider, Stahley 
is beginning to feel more students are 
willing to come forward with their 
experiences.

Stahley said, “I always like to be sure 
the message is that increased numbers 
in reporting does not mean increased 
number of  incidents. It means more 
willingness on the part of  a survivor 
to speak up about what happened to 
them, that they trust Rider’s system 
will believe them and handle each case 
appropriately.

“I also feel that bystanders are more 
willing to report when they see or hear 
something going on, more willing to 
reach out to public safety and/or to res 
life/student affairs staff.  I can’t speak 
to the numbers reported, but overall I 
see that there has been an increase in 
reports of  situations.”

Bystanders are what saved the 2012 
victim, who prefers to remain anony-
mous. She credits living with her best 
friends as the push that caused her to 
come forward. 

“This all happened my junior year, 
when I was living in the house,” the vic-
tim said. “So my best friends got to see 
me be upset, ask why and practically 
drag me to the police station.”

The student had broken up with her 
boyfriend and then found out she was 
pregnant. She told her ex-boyfriend 
about the pregnancy, and he told her 
that he wanted nothing to do with her. 
She then decided to have an abortion. 
Her ex-boyfriend, who was never a 
student at Rider, proceeded to send her 
threatening texts, calls, voicemails and 
emails saying if  she could kill his child, 
he could kill her and her family. 

“I don’t think girls know. I don’t 
think boys know,” the victim said. “I 
don’t think students know that what 
they’re experiencing might be consid-
ered domestic violence.”

Both Rider and the Lawrence Police 
have to follow the New Jersey attor-
ney general’s definition of  domestic 
violence. According to the New Jersey 
State Division of  Criminal Justice, 
domestic violence includes one or more 
of  the following offenses upon a person: 
homicide, assault, terroristic threats, 
kidnapping, criminal restraint, false 
imprisonment, sexual assault, crimi-
nal sexual contact, lewdness, criminal 
mischief, burglary, criminal trespass, 
harassment and stalking. 

This means students who are expe-
riencing emotional or mental distress 
from a roommate, a classmate or a 
former friend can all file a domestic 
violence claim. As in the 2012 victim’s 
case, it doesn’t have to include physical 
or sexual abuse. Hurtful, harmful or 
threatening words, whether in person 
or over technology, can be considered 
domestic violence. 

Of  the 12 cases reported at the 
university in the five years from 2010 
to 2014, according to Lawrence Police, 
11 involved Rider students. Eleven of  
the cases had female victims and two 
of  the cases had male victims, with one 
case having both a male and a female 
victim. Two of  the cases involved the 
same two victims, showing that domes-
tic violence can reoccur in a student’s 
life. Half  of  the cases occurred during 
the day, while the other half  occurred 
during the late evening or early morn-
ing. The 12th case involved divorced 
parents visiting campus on the same day.

In regard to identifying and report-
ing a case of  domestic violence, 
whether it be for oneself  or for a friend, 
there are ways to reach out for help. 

“Do not be afraid to reach out using 
the three D’s: direct, delegate, distract,” 

Stahley said. Direct by directly plac-
ing yourself  into a situation to prevent 
it from escalating further, delegate by 
getting someone to intervene for you 
who can better handle the situation 
and distract by diffusing a situation by 
distracting those involved.

Amodio reminds students, though, 
that there are resources all around 
them. The counseling center, the health 
center, resident advisers and the police 
all have specialized trained staff  to deal 
with domestic violence situations.  In 
addition, Mercer County has set up a 
domestic violence response team to aid 
any victims who come forward to the 
Lawrence Police to guide them with 
advice and to navigate their situation in 
ways the average officer could not.

Students should also be aware that 
in The Source, the university’s code of  
conduct, there is an Anti-Harassment 
and Non-Discrimination Policy stat-
ing all student rights, as well as local 
sources they can reach out to in times 
of  need, regardless of  the time of  day 
or day of  the week.

Dean of  Students Anthony 
Campbell wants students to speak up, 
whether they themselves or their friend 
are falling victim to domestic violence.

“Don’t sit quietly and not talk to 
folks,” he stated. “Nobody deserves to 
experience domestic violence. Nobody.”

The 2012 victim says she’s just 
finally coming to terms with her situa-
tion now. She’s grateful for the opportu-
nity to share her story to benefit others. 

“Whether you’re a girl or a boy, 
telling someone and asking for help is 
OK,” she would remind anyone who 
could potentially be a fellow victim. 
“There are safe spaces and safe people 
who you can share what’s going on in a 
judgment-free way, and you don’t have 
to deal with it by yourself. Please, it’s 
not healthy to keep it in.”

Victim speaks out; Rider makes progress
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News

Students and admin increase 
‘transparency and collaboration’
By Gianluca D’Elia

AS the university works to address future 
budget deficits, the administration will 
begin to work with both faculty and the 
Student Government Association (SGA) 

to develop new methods to increase enrollment 
and revenue. 

When a student asked for a “visual budget” 
from the university at an open forum with SGA 
following the announcement of  program cuts in 
October, Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell 
told the SGA executive board that Vice 
President of  Finance Julie Karns would meet 
with them to provide details on the university’s 
expenses.

Karns spoke to the Senate on Feb. 2, where 
she told students the university would begin 
the strategic planning process in regards to the 
university’s finances.

“Setting goals and strategies for Rider’s 
future through our strategic planning effort 
would be a good way to broaden the dialogue 
on how we can strengthen Rider financially,” 
Karns said. 

“Transparency and collaboration go hand-
in-hand,” said SGA Vice President John 
Modica, a sophomore English major. “Informed 
conversations between students, faculty and 
administration are what prepare us to move 
forward with more trust and clearer vision.”

Karns said a number of  committees will be 
formed that will each include students, faculty 
and staff. Topics the working committees will 
focus on include ongoing expense initiatives, 
new academic programs and prioritization, 
real estate development, fundraising and use of  
reserves.

New programs have already begun to 
appear. This fall, the health sciences major was 
announced. Future plans include the possibil-
ity of  graduate programs in arts therapy and 
homeland security. 

Real estate development has not yet begun, 
but Karns suggested the possibility of  a resi-
dential retail development near campus, which 
would increase revenue. It could also lead to 
more enrollment, which has been an issue for 
multiple universities in recent years.

“I’d like to see a Chick-fil-A,” she joked. 
SGA President Ryan Hopely, a junior public 

relations major, said the committees will begin 
to meet within the next few weeks.

“Dean Campbell approached me and asked 
for student leaders he could nominate for dif-
ferent committees,” Hopely said. “There’s a 
Lawrenceville and Westminster student on each 
committee.”

Through developing strategies, the com-
mittees hope to address future deficits while 
maintaining a focus that Karns described as 
“student-centric.” 

Scholarships will continue to remain a prior-
ity. Since 2010, the university has saved $16 
million without making any cuts to scholarships. 

At the end of  the 2014-15 academic year, 
$62.7 million of  the university’s expenses went 
toward scholarships, Karns said. This was fol-
lowed by $62.9 million on instruction and $21.6 
million on institutional support, which includes 
not only administrators but Public Safety, 
accounting and other campus-wide services.

“Students’ thoughts and ideas will help shape 
Rider’s future direction,” Karns said.

Modica shared this sentiment, expressing 
excitement that conversations on the univer-
sity’s decision-making process would expand 
to the student body. Though some students felt 
blindsided by the decisions made in October on 
academic programs, Modica said the strategic 
planning process will help the campus commu-
nity grow. 

“Involving people from all areas of  the 
Rider community ensures that lots of  different 
perspectives are being used to guide Rider’s 
future,” Modica said. “Decisions haven’t been 
made; in fact, these decisions are coming 
straight from the collaboration that we all want 
so badly to see. And I hope that excitement 
reverberates through the rest of  the student 
body.

“Rider is going to grow into more of  a family 
through this process. It leaves me with hope.”

More details on Rider’s strategic plan-
ning process will be released in an email from 
President Dell’Omo and a town hall meeting on 
Thursday, Feb. 11. 

Gripes about pipes: calling for repair
By Shanna O’Mara

STUDENTS walking to and from class last semester 
may have noticed a gaping hole in front of  Fine 
Arts, a dirt bowl for the spaghetti tangle of  gas 
pipes underground.

Caution tape held off  passersby after several gen-
eral services staff  members reported smelling gas, and 
contractors detected, located and fixed the leaks on 
older pipes that could have posed a potential threat to 
those on campus.

“When you’re working with gas pipes, you always 
have to be careful,” said Michael Reca, associate vice 
president of  general services. “You can’t take any 
chances around them.”

With maps half  a century old, and powerful 
machinery that could crush the pipes under their 
weight, contractors had to be extremely careful not 
to disrupt the fragile system. Because the accuracy 
of  the maps could have been compromised by their 
age, construction workers often dug by hand to ensure 
precision.

“We do everything we can to keep everyone safe,” 
Reca said. “We work with Public Safety and have a 
protocol in place to deal with these issues.”

Public Service Electric and Gas, bought through a 
third party broker, powers 75 percent of  the campus, 
and the Trigeneration Plant, completed in 2014, pow-
ers the remaining 25 percent.

Although the Trigeneration Plant currently only 
supplies heat to Sweigart Hall and air conditioning to 
Memorial Hall, time and money will allow for more 
power to run from it through campus. 

“The plan is to expand the capabilities as funding 
becomes available,” Reca said. “[The plant] has the 
capability to provide supplemental cooling and heat to 
Fine Arts and Science.”

An outside contractor, Joseph Jingoli & Sons Inc., 

came in to work on a 22-foot section of  pipe.
“They’re one of  the best in the state at under-

ground pipe repair,” Reca said. “There’s nothing they 
haven’t seen. They can fix virtually any problem in 
one day.”

In the fall, there was a water main break in the 
Alpha Xi Delta house, and contractors shut the water 
off  for four hours to quickly fix the issue. Later in the 
semester, they were also able to isolate a leak caused 
by a cracked pipe by turning off  the gas feed to six 
buildings including the academic buildings, the chapel 
and nearby Greek houses.

“There are 48 buildings total,” Reca said. “We 
only cut six off. That’s how we do it — we identify the 
problem, isolate it and act quickly to fix it. At no point 
was anyone in danger. Safety was always our main 
priority, and we tried to be as least disruptive to classes 
as possible.”

The repairs were complete before students dis-
persed for winter break, though more construction 
is expected in the spring. When weather conditions 
improve, Rider plans to increase landscaping in 
the academic quad and replace benches that were 
uprooted during the digging.

“It’s going to happen again,” Reca said. “On a 
campus and in a community this old, these problems 
are expected, and we’ll continue to keep safety our 
priority going forward.”

Gas leaks were detected in pipes which were repaired in fall 2015.
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Setting the tune 
of the semester
By Shanna O’Mara

WESTMINSTER Choir College (WCC) students will perform 
a set of  all-new pieces at a Composition Concert on Feb. 
14.

This is one of  two department concerts this semes-
ter featuring work written primarily during winter break. 

“This concert is different not only because every single piece 
on the program is new and composed by our fellow students, but 
also because many of  these pieces are composed of  vastly differ-
ent sonorities and techniques from established classical repertoire 
that is performed in most WCC concerts,” junior theory and 
composition major John Franek said.

Senior theory and composition major Alan Schlichting is the 
stage manager for the program. He received all of  the composi-
tion submissions and helped create the unique program. 

“We provide an open forum for any student to have their 
music heard, so the air is very informal and represents the diver-
sity of  our college,” Schlichting said. “In one concert, everything 
from traditional voice and piano music, organ solos, choral 
works, piano duets, new musical theater, small instrumental 
ensembles and even electronic soundscapes have been heard.”

Franek, who looks forward to performing alongside fellow 
student musicians, will play a piano piece.

“My piece being performed at this Sunday’s concert is for two 
pianos and electronic track. This means that I will have someone 
start the track that will be projected throughout Bristol Chapel 
while myself  and a fellow keyboardist will perform live on the 
two pianos. This is something you wouldn’t experience in any of  
the other concerts at Westminster.”

Westminster graduate student David Lawn often writes choral 
songs and views this recital as a way to optimize potential career 
opportunities.

“I like to showcase a taste of  an art song cycle to students, in 
order to advertise and network myself  further,” Lawn said. “It’s 
nice when singers approach me after the concert with an offer to 
write for them.”

Westminster graduate student Matthew Van Dongen is 
another composer who approached this show differently.

“I wrote a series of  modern takes on the 19th-century form, 
the nocturne, for solo violin rather than the traditional nocturne 
instrument, the piano,” Dongen said. “The second nocturne will 
be premiered at this week’s concert.  I met with a violinist, and 
we rehearsed through parts of  the piece together to get an under-
standing of  what the work sounds like when it comes to life.” 

Westminster graduate student Joseph Stutzman will present an 
aria from an opera he has been working on throughout the year.

“I expect the concert will leave everyone with something to 
take home and cherish,” Stutzman said. “With so many different 
minds at play, it’s impossible not to find something special.”
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Unity + Diversity = University

OFFICE OF 
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

BLACKHISTORYMONTH

BLACK STUDENT UNION
BSU

PRESENTED BY:

Partially Funded by: MSAF (Mandatory Student Activity Fee)

PRESENTED BY:

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R : 

Gregory Lorjuste
Deputy Assistant 

to President Obama
February

 
 16, 2016

Tuesday, 7 p.m., Cavalla Room, BLC

Join BSU and BHA for a grand event with Riderʼs own, Gregory Lorjuste.  
Gregory is the Deputy Assistant to the President and Director of 

Scheduling and a proud Rider Alum. Join us to see how his dreams have 
fueled his passions and led him to where he is today.

REFLECTING
O N  T H E  PA S T  F O R 

F U T U R E  P RO G R E S S

From Rider to the White House!
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Wednesday, Feb. 17
Something to Talk About:
An Open Discussion on Race
7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. - Seabrook Lounge, WCC
Join us as we have an open conversation on race 
relations in America and how it aects our
generation. 

Thursday, Feb. 11
Awareness Day
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. - SRC
New and returning students are invited 
to check out the 140+ extracurricular 
opportunities available on the 
Lawrenceville campus.

Friday, Feb. 12
MLK Day of Service
3 p.m. to 6 p.m. - Cavalla Room, BLC
Volunteers are needed to facilitate 
lessons and re�ect on Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s monumental legacy and 
remarkable values with the Boys & 
Girls Club of Lawrence. 

Friday-Saturday, Feb. 12 & 13 
Rider Musical Theater: Music and the 
Movies
7:30 p.m. - Bart Luedeke Center
Franklin Trapp returns to Rider University 
after bringing last season’s high-kicking 
“Constant Craving: A Country Music 
Cabaret.”

Saturday, Feb. 13
Comedian Todd Barry 
 8 p.m.  - Cavalla Room, BLC
Sponsored by the Student 
Entertainment Council. 

Sunday, Feb. 14
Westminster Choir College of the Arts Student 
Showcase
2 p.m. - Bart Luedeke Center
Rider SGA presents performances by Lawrencev-
ille and Princeton campus students featuring 
musical theater, opera, piano and original compo-
sitions.

Monday, Feb. 15 
Upon the Shoulders We Stand: A Celebration of 
Black Musical Theater
7:30 p.m. - Gill Chapel
A show highlighting the importance of the voices, 
struggles and triumphs faced by blacks, through 
song and dance, with special attention to black 
performers on Broadway.

Tuesday, Feb. 16
Keynote Speaker: Greg Lorjuste
7 p.m. - Cavalla Room, BLC
From Rider to the White House — join BSU for a 
grand event with Rider’s own Greg Lorjuste, the 
deputy assistant to President Obama and director 
of scheduling, as well as a proud Rider alumnus.Fe
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By Kimberly Ortiz

EVE Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues returned to Rider University 
for two performances on Feb. 1 and Feb. 3, featuring the talents 
of  both students and staff  members. 

Directed by Susan Stahley, prevention education coordina-
tor for Rider’s alcohol, drug and sexual assault prevention pro-

gram, the two-hour performance began with an introduction 
by Stahley, telling audience members why it is important 

to educate each other about sexual awareness. 
The show began with a performance of  The 

Men-O-Logue. Associate Director for Campus 
Life Nick Barbati kicked off  the 

show with a monologue entitled 
“What Is Men Rising?” 

The piece dis-
cusses the 

need to be respected more and why violence against women needs to end. Barbati’s 
serious tone pulled the audience in and was a great way to begin the educational 
performance. 

The performance was followed by “Man Prayer,” performed by grants manager 
Michael Rutkowski. This monologue not only encouraged men to think about the 
dangers of  sexual assault and abuse, but asked women to reflect on what could happen 
if  they were in that situation. This monologue’s style fit perfectly with the following 

stories. 
Performed separately, two monologues, one per-

formed by junior theater major Justin Giachetti and 
senior psychology major Matthew Hunt, told stories 
of  what it means to really be a man and stand up for 
women being abused. The performances brought a 

great 

amount of  vulnerability and truth to the night. 
To close out The Men-O-Logues, Giachetti, Hunt and Rutkowski performed what 

would be an introduction to The Vagina Monologues, titled “A Wake-Up Call for Men,” 
which offered facts and information as to why men should be more aware of  sexual 
harassment. The trio brought all they had to their part of  the show, which successfully 
portrayed the men’s point of  view of  such a serious situation happening to women 
around the world. 

Although many were expecting The Vagina Monologues to begin immediately from 
there, a performance of  “A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant and a 

Prayer” was given by many of  the same women who then contin-
ued on with the monologues. 

Beginning with “Respect,” performed by freshman theater 
major Alex Albritton, this strong performance showcased 
how women of  color have just as much of  a chance of  getting 
raped as white women. Albritton brought such an emotional 
feeling to the performance that it was clear she truly was con-
nected to the topic. 

One monologue in particular that stood out was “Dear 
Rihanna,” performed by sophomore elementary education 
and psychology major Ashley Leeds. In a comparison of  the 
Rihanna and Chris Brown abuse case to the character’s situ-
ation with her boyfriend, she gave a passionate and realistic 
performance that kept the audience wanting to hear more of  
her imaginary letter to the pop star. 

Statistics and important information were also provided by 
“Why This Monologue is Important,” performed by senior 
biology major Kaitlyn Uhrick on Feb. 1 and alumna Jessica 
Mielentz on Feb. 3. Unlike previous monologues, this one 
incorporated important information into the story, such as the 
number of  sexual abuse cases involving high school students. 
The monologue brought a different side to the show. 

For the final monologue of  this section, a passionate perfor-
mance of  “Over It” was given by sophomore sociology major 
Destiny Cherry. The monologue depicted how one woman 
in particular felt about women’s rape, and how many justify 
this serious situation as a joke. Cherry brought such passion 
and feeling to the stage that it was a believable performance. 
It truly was a great way to transition into the intermission 

before the long-awaited The Vagina 
Monologues officially began. 

One of  the reasons the show 
proved to be a hit was the variety 
in the performances and among its 
cast members. Many of  the mono-
logues were performed as an ensem-
ble effort, with collaboration among 
students and faculty members. 
“Six-Year-Old Girl,” performed 
by student junior biology major 
Rachel Pereira and professor of  
Spanish Maria Villalobos-Buehner, 
showed a woman’s body through 
the view of  a child. Villalobos-
Buehner acted as the mind of  
the girl, asking questions about 
what she thinks will happen to 
her body when she is older. 

Junior elementary educa-
tion and pyschology major 
Victoria Zerambo’s hilarious 
performance of  “My Angry 
Vagina” brought laughter and 
truth into the packed Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater. 
Although the monologue 
seemed a bit long, 
it really was hardly 
noticeable with the 
energetic pre-
sentation of  realistic 
facts. 

To close out the show, the entire female cast performed “Emotional Creature,” 
which depicted the ins and outs of  the female body and the ways women feel about 
their sexual feelings and abuse, making it truly a great way to conclude the night. Even 
though the show was about such a serious subject, each performance was done taste-
fully and truly educated each member of  the audience.
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Sibling duo makes Cobbler a sweet treat
By Megan Lupo

THE hysterical laughter of  students is anticipated to 
fill the Cavalla Room in the Bart Luedeke Center 
when comedian Todd Barry performs on Feb. 13 
at 8 p.m.

With a lengthy and impressive list of  stand-up 
shows and television appearances, including The Late 
Show with David Letterman, Late Night with Conan O’Brien, 
Jimmy Kimmel Live!, Comedy Central Presents: Todd Barry, 
Master of  None and Louie, Barry, known for his blunt 
and straight-faced humor, has been a consistent force 
in the comedy industry. 

Recently, Barry started his own podcast, The Todd 
Barry Podcast, and was featured in Jerry Seinfeld’s web 
show, Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee. 

“Todd also gained some recognition for his Crowd 
Work tour and sets, where he comes in with noth-
ing prepared, and instead riffs off  the audience for 
material,” William Gallagher, the comedy chair of  
the Student Entertainment Council (SEC), said. “He 
might whip some of  it out at our show.”

Potential audience interaction with the comedian 
will not only be highly entertaining for the students, 
but also it is expected to bring the Rider community 
closer, bonding over the hilarity and jokes.     

Although he might not be as famous to the col-
lege crowd as last fall’s comedian, Dan Mintz, funny 
is funny, regardless of  age, and the SEC has nothing 
short of  positive expectations for Barry, as he has 
gained success in the stand-up world. 

“Todd is hilarious, and although he isn’t a house-
hold name, he’s been in so much that he’s instantly 
recognizable,” Gallagher said.

And in his previous stand-up work, he is known for 
his low-key stage presence that, combined with com-
mentary on everyday observations, creates a comedy 
that people of  any age can relate to.  

“We’ve had a wide variety of  
comedians,” Assistant Director 
of  Campus Life for Activities and 
Student Engagement Nick Barbati 
said. “We’ve had comedians that 
have started off  on a small scale, 
who have grown into being really 

famous. Many years ago, we had Kevin Hart here 
before he became The Kevin Hart. We’ve also had 
Steve Byrne, who then became a television star. We’ve 

had Bobby Lee and Ralphie May.”
Gallagher says students should go see Barry 

because “it’s free, it’s right here, and he’s hysterical.” 
And not only that, but Barbati encourages students 

to escape the demands of  college for the evening. 
“One thing you can always count on is a really 

great show, and the students here obviously love their 
comedy shows,” Barbati said. “Everyone could use a 
night of  laughter. Just to kind of  alleviate the stresses 
of  college and, just in general, our everyday weeks, 
and just come together as a community for these cold 
February nights to just laugh off  the cold.”

By Emily Klingman

IF a quote from Cobbler: A Recipe in 45 
Scenes had to summarize the brother 
and sister relationship found within it, 
there is only one that fits: “You suck,” 

says Peach. “So do you,” says Cherry. 
“Yeah,” responds Peach. “Lollipops and 
penises.” 

As a part of  a three-night series, 
Rider students participated in the third 
annual Rider New Play Festival from 
Feb. 5-7. Friday night’s staged read-
ing of  Cobbler, by Ian August, solely 
centered on two characters — a sibling 
duo named Cherry and Peach (senior 
musical theater major Abby Anderson 
and freshman musical theater major 
Alex Coutts). Throughout the play, a 
narrator reads off  the ingredients and 
instructions of  a cobbler recipe. 

The story of  Cherry and Peach is 
told through a series of  vignettes taking 
place over the course of  a few months. 
The audience is taken on the jour-
ney of  these two mostly growing into 
themselves, but in some cases growing 
apart. As this was a reading, there was 
no set on stage; however, there wasn’t 
a need for one. The lack of  set design 
allowed audiences to get a personal and 
individual experience where they could 
visualize for themselves how the duo’s 
shenanigans went down.

From the beginning, the audience 
got a real sense of  who Cherry and 
Peach are through a number game they 
play in the car.  Watching them bounce 
off  each other let the audience in on 
their relationship. It was fun to see 
their close, humorous banter, giving off  

the feeling of  being included in their 
friendship. Even at the start, it was easy 
to see how codependent they were — 
and how that could turn into a problem 
later.

The storyline of  Cobbler focuses 
on their individual lives, with Peach’s 
arrested development and seeming 
refusal to grow up, and Cherry’s desire 
to move away from being the caretaker 
for her brother and fully step into her 
own story. Peach, who suffers from 
epilepsy, is always partying and sleeping 
around with whomever he goes home 

with that night. Cherry, on the other 
hand, works in an office and is trying to 
grow as a professional. As the play goes 
on, Peach’s inability to take control of  
his life frustrates Cherry. 

Cherry becomes torn between stay-
ing close to her brother and moving 
away to Orlando for a new job that’s 
higher up in the company she currently 
works for. It’s after she gives her brother 
the cold shoulder for a few days that 
Peach finally starts to take things seri-
ously and shows Cherry he will be OK 
if  and when she moves. 

Anderson and Coutts both dem-
onstrated the ability to quickly switch 
between silly banter in one scene and 
serious conversations the next. In one 
instance, it was even the other way 
around: Peach is in an emotional panic 
with Cherry on the phone after he has 
a seizure and Cherry is helping him 
through it. The immediate next scene 
is the two of  them joking about and 
discussing the guys they have recently 
been with.

Some of  the best moments were get-
ting insights into just how much the two 
of  them care about each other. In one 
scene, Cherry is scolding her brother 
for not taking his seizure medication 
and for his promiscuous lifestyle. She 
chides him on how she constantly has 
to check in and make sure everything 
is OK. “How else am I supposed to 
keep you safe?” The two convincingly 
resemble a real-life sibling and best-
friend relationship, making the entire 
show relatable.

The performance was never bogged 
down by the serious life moments, 
and the sibling relationship between 
Anderson and Coutts brought spirits 
right back up with quick and witty jabs 
at each other. At one point, Cherry is 
so humorously fed up with her broth-
er’s behavior in a store that she says, 
“You’re why abortions should be legal.” 
The audience always knew the two 
loved each other, despite the jabs traded 
between them. “You’re gonna forgive 
me, right?” Peach asks at one point. 
Cherry smiles and responds, “Uh, do I 
have a choice?” 

Freshman musical theater major Alex Coutts and senior musical theater major Abby Anderson por-
tray siblings Peach and Cherry in staged reading of Ian August’s play, Cobbler: A Recipe in 45 Scenes.

Todd Barry performing his stand-up routine at the Brooklyn Comedy Festival. Known for his causal comedy routine, he will be coming to 
Rider on Feb. 13 at 8 p.m.

Sophomore sociology major Destiny Cherry performs “Over It,” 
in her second year returning to the show.
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Laid-back comedy promises fun

R E V I E W

 Sexual awareness not just for women 
before the long-awaited The Vagina 

officially began. 
One of  the reasons the show 

proved to be a hit was the variety 
in the performances and among its 
cast members. Many of  the mono-
logues were performed as an ensem-
ble effort, with collaboration among 
students and faculty members. 
“Six-Year-Old Girl,” performed 
by student junior biology major 
Rachel Pereira and professor of  
Spanish Maria Villalobos-Buehner, 
showed a woman’s body through 
the view of  a child. Villalobos-
Buehner acted as the mind of  
the girl, asking questions about 
what she thinks will happen to 
her body when she is older. 

Junior elementary educa-
tion and pyschology major 
Victoria Zerambo’s hilarious 
performance of  “My Angry 
Vagina” brought laughter and 
truth into the packed Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater. 
Although the monologue 
seemed a bit long, 
it really was hardly 
noticeable with the 
energetic pre-
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Sophomore sociology major Destiny Cherry performs “Over It,” 

By Kimberly Ortiz

EVE Ensler’s The Vagina Monologues returned to Rider University The Vagina Monologues returned to Rider University The Vagina Monologues
for two performances on Feb. 1 and Feb. 3, featuring the talents 
of  both students and staff  members. 

Directed by Susan Stahley, prevention education coordina-
tor for Rider’s alcohol, drug and sexual assault prevention pro-

gram, the two-hour performance began with an introduction 
by Stahley, telling audience members why it is important 

to educate each other about sexual awareness. 
The show began with a performance of  The 

Men-O-Logue. Associate Director for Campus 
Life Nick Barbati kicked off  the 

show with a monologue entitled 
“What Is Men Rising?” 

The piece dis-
cusses the 

need to be respected more and why violence against women needs to end. Barbati’s 
serious tone pulled the audience in and was a great way to begin the educational 
performance. 

The performance was followed by “Man Prayer,” performed by grants manager 
Michael Rutkowski. This monologue not only encouraged men to think about the 
dangers of  sexual assault and abuse, but asked women to reflect on what could happen 
if  they were in that situation. This monologue’s style fit perfectly with the following 

stories. 
Performed separately, two monologues, one per-

formed by junior theater major Justin Giachetti and 
senior psychology major Matthew Hunt, told stories 
of  what it means to really be a man and stand up for 
women being abused. The performances brought a 

great 

amount of  vulnerability and truth to the night. 
To close out The Men-O-Logues

would be an introduction to 
which offered facts and information as to why men should be more aware of  sexual 
harassment. The trio brought all they had to their part of  the show, which successfully 
portrayed the men’s point of  view of  such a serious situation happening to women 
around the world. 

Although many were expecting 
there, a performance of  “A Memory, a Monologue, a Rant and a 

Prayer” was given by many of  the same women who then contin
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 Sexual awareness not just for women 
need to be respected more and why violence against women needs to end. Barbati’s 

 Sexual awareness not just for women 
need to be respected more and why violence against women needs to end. Barbati’s amount of  vulnerability and truth to the night. 

 Sexual awareness not just for women 
amount of  vulnerability and truth to the night. 
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‘‘Everyone could use a night of  laughter.” 
 NICK BARBATI, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR OF CAMPUS LIFE

Junior musical theater major Justin Giachetti, grants manager Michael Rutkowski, and senior psychology major Matthew Hunt perform in the The Men-O-Loges, an introduction to “The Vagina Monologues.”   

Photo courtesy of Susan Sthaley
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SEE SAINT ROSE AND 
RIDER, PAGE 9

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

St. Rose, Rider: 
It’s déjà vu

The weekly editorial expresses the majority 
opinion of  The Rider News. This week’s 

editorial was written by the Executive 
Editor, Thomas Regan.
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Inauguration costs
THE classroom is much like every 

other class I’ve been in; the 
teacher stands at the head of  
the class, engaging students 

in fruitful discussion. But, the class 
belongs to an advertising program 
that was nearly cut, and there is still 
uneasiness, at least on my behalf, 
about the future of  the program at 
Rider. 

Rider’s enrollment shortfall has 
placed the university in a tough spot, 
and with new President Dell’Omo 
at the helm, there was the scare of  
program cuts. It’s unfair to put that 
blame solely on Rider’s seventh 
president, but the unease still exists 
after the rapid progression of  his 
first months in office.

Now, administration, faculty and 
students are expected to celebrate 
their president at his inaugura-
tion on April 8. This is going to be 
awkward. There’s no way around 
it. If  this is a celebration solely 
about Dell’Omo, it will be tense and 
difficult.

As a result, it has become obvi-
ous that this inauguration cannot 
be about Dell’Omo. With all of  the 
financial troubles and all of  the fear, 
how can students like myself  watch 
faculty give back so much only to 
witness the administration celebrate 
a wild first semester of  Dell’Omo’s 
tenure?

I do not want to take this time to 
fire words of  hatred at the adminis-
tration, because I’m sure they, like 
the faculty, are doing their best to 
convey the benefit of  pursuing a 
degree at this university. 

Of  course, the university would 
be remiss if  it ignored Dell’Omo’s 
becoming president, considering a 
change in guard is a rare, momen-
tous occasion. If  history is any 
indication — there have been just 
six previous presidents in Rider’s 
first 151 years — Dell’Omo would 
certainly seem to be in line for a 
long tenure. 

Therefore, the point of  this edito-
rial is to simply offer up thoughts the 
administration might keep in mind, 
if  it plans to move forward with the 
inauguration.

Celebrate the students, 
not the president

Rider students are unhappy, as 
evidenced by The Rider News Student 
Satisfaction survey, and we no 
longer have the luxury of  having 
our university name carry us like 
the Denver Broncos’ defense carried 
a 39-year-old Peyton Manning to 
his second Super Bowl victory. But 
we are the Broncs, and we have 
plenty to be proud of. Many of  our 
programs and organizations have 
won awards, though the university 
does not do enough to emphasize 
that to current students, let alone to 
the world.

So for this inauguration, we 
should celebrate, but we should also 
recognize the immense talent that 
enrolls in our university.

We must remind the students 
why they are here, before we can 
convince the community that Rider 
is a strong academic institution. The 

inauguration could be the catalyst to 
inspire confidence in our university.  

Provide incentive to attend
Making students take an interest 

in the inauguration is a seemingly 
Herculean task given the discon-
nect between the administration and 
most of  its communities. So Rider 
will have to be frugally aggressive 
in providing some selling points to 
draw students to the event.

Rider could provide giveaways for 
the students after the inauguration 
and could include a reflection on all 
of  the external awards, presentations 
and grants that students and student  
organizations have received. Rider 
could recruit several of  its talented 
musicians to perform live music for 
an after-party of  sorts. Of  course, 
free food always draws students 
— though it should be noted that 
Aramark food might not excite.

If  that cannot be done, forgo 
the inauguration just as St. Leo 
University’s new president, William 
J. Lennox Jr., did. He did not want a 
pompous parade around campus; he 
preferred to direct that money into 
what matters. Rather than spend 
the inauguration money on himself, 
he put it back into the university, 
awarding five $2,500 scholarships to 
students. 

Keep it short and cheap
Though invigorating Rider’s 

campus with this event would seem 
to be a good concept in theory, the 
university cannot afford — economi-
cally or figuratively — to make this 
a weeklong honeymoon. It needs to 
use this inauguration to remind our 
campus that there is greatness here, 
now get back to work.

Because of  the recent negative 
headlines Rider has grabbed, one 
would hope the university would 
be monetarily prudent and work to 
avoid granting Dell’Omo a particu-
larly garish celebration. 

While Rider is one-tenth of  the 
size of  the University of  Texas at 
Austin, it must be careful to avoid 
the inauguration scandal President 
Gregory Fenves was involved in. 

When approached with an Open 
Public Records Act request from 
the Dallas Morning News, the uni-
versity reported the inauguration 
would cost $28,000. In the end, 
the university admitted spending 
more than $214,000 on the event. If  
Rider even approaches $20,000 — 
about 10 percent of  the University 
of  Texas’s final cost — it would be 
quite outrageous.

If  we are to bounce back from 
back-to-back under-enrolled years, 
the administration might keep the 
aforementioned ideas in mind. Not 
doing so could deepen the craters of  
disgust between students and admin-
istration, as well as between faculty 
and administration. 

Opinion

I TRULY didn’t know what to expect 
regarding anything when coming 
back to school this January. Having 
started the Save My Major Coali-

tion, which became the Rider Students 
Union, played a role in the reversal 
of  the proposed program cuts, and 

University last semester, I was stepping 
into uncharted territory. 

Something I could never have antici-
pated was the message I got one night, 
after moving back in, from a student 
I had never met from the College of  
Saint Rose in Albany, New York. 

Sarita Farnelli, a sophomore sociol-
ogy student, reached out to me around 
7 p.m. on Jan. 23 via Facebook after 

finding my name linked to our peti-
tions, news bites and social media 
presence. She explained to me that the 
students at Saint Rose had recently 
become the next to be blindsided 
and that their new President Carolyn 
Stefanco had announced a plan on 
Dec. 11 to cut 28 academic programs 
and fire 23 tenured or tenure-track 
professors in order to help alleviate a $9 
million deficit. Sound familiar?

 It may not come as a surprise that 
many of  the programs to be eliminated 
are the same as those that were pro-
posed to be 
cut at 
Rider: 



G R E E N  CO R N E R

Compete to win grand prize: a greener world 
RECYCLING has evolved into a nationwide practice, one encouraged through 

both education and laws. However, it has also evolved into a national com-
an 

eight-week competition among schools all over the nation aimed at lowering 
campus trash generation.

Climate change is an issue that is now being recognized by many organizations, 
as its far-reaching impacts grow in intensity every day. From decreased biodiversity 
and natural disasters, to public health crises and political conflicts, climate change 
is a driving factor behind many of  the environmental and social problems in cur-
rent society. Even in the face of  the enormity of  this issue, today’s college students, 

further climate concerns. 
Nearly all of  our daily actions as humans produce emissions of  greenhouse 

of  these gases, which receives less attention, despite having a potency higher than 
20 times that of  carbon. Its lifespan in the atmosphere is shorter, but its ability to 
retain heat and further the harmful “greenhouse effect” is far more significant, 
according the Environmental Protection Agency. This means that, although often 
overlooked, methane plays a crucial role in the overall warming climate.

One of  the leading producers of  methane gas from human activities is the 
emissions that leak from landfills into the atmosphere. According to the EPA, 
18 percent of  total emissions comes from landfills, versus the contributions from 
activities like wastewater treatment, coal mining, and composting that are each 
less than 10 percent of  the total. Efforts to reduce landfill waste are important in 

limiting this predominant source of  emissions. Through conscious actions such as 
limiting consumption, composting and recycling all possible materials, students 
can aim to reduce their waste and methane emissions. 

-

amounts and awareness levels, while decreasing how much moves to the landfill. 

the food and organics category. 
This year, to take our participation a step further and place higher on the 

leaderboard, we are tracking our actions on the free app JouleBug. Students are 
encouraged to download the app on their phone or tablet, input their sustain-
able actions, and watch their trophies, points and badges stack up. Additionally, 
your individualized impacts can be viewed on the app, which calculates savings in 

can compete in a very crucial game — who can make the biggest impact.
The Office of  Sustainability will be monitoring the leaderboards, and awarding 

a prize to the most active participants, according to point rankings. By increasing 
social awareness and engagement through JouleBug and decreasing landfill use 
through recycling, we can work together to be a more sustainable campus.

—Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco Rep
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philosophy, sociology, marine science, economics, entrepreneurship and so on. This 

atmosphere, but in institutional health and administrative action? 
The more we talked about our schools’ situations, the more parallels we drew 

a mock funeral, was outspoken on social media and continues to try new ways to get 
its peers and colleagues involved in the process. So why are those who are outspoken 

abilities by their own classmates? 
As our President Greg Dell’Omo said during our open forum, no reaction is a 

bigger cause for worry than opposition. No one should be antagonized for attempt-
ing to better a situation they don’t think best serves their needs and the needs of  
others, especially students in institutions that ostensibly stand for higher education, 
mental growth, and preparation. 

What I believe all of  these elements add up to is a general atmosphere of  

financial health on part of  the schools and the failure to notify students of  even the 
possibility of  decisions so life-altering fosters misunderstanding between student and 
student.

-
stand why such program cuts were necessary, to which we responded that we do 
understand how budgets work and that education budgets are not managed by cut-

Students who want to have a say in how their boatloads of  money and educa-
tions are handled are met with negative attitudes from both their school administra-
tion and some of  their fellow students. We are told that we don’t understand what 
is going on even though we are actively keeping on top of  labor relations, budget 
decisions and national trends. We are told that we should have no voice in what 
is going on, despite our incredible investments of  time and money. We are told to 

We say that we stand up for our rights as students, for the rights of  our teachers,  
and for the right to have a voice in shaping our futures. 

—Kenneth Dillon
Sophomore political science major

EDITOR’S CORNER

To �ght racism, start by expanding the mind

BEYONCÉ stood on stage at the Super Bowl, a vision 

danced with power, the words of  her new song 
“Formation” echoing through the stadium and 

pouring from the speakers of  millions of  televisions. 
And even now, three days after her halftime perfor-
mance, her words are still echoing — they’re heard 
through articles condemning her performance, and 
opinions that slander her reputation, the Black Lives 

-
tunately, racism.

-

Channel defines this month as “an annual celebration 
of  achievements by black Americans and a time for 
recognizing the central role of  African Americans 
in U.S. history.” So essentially, the purpose of  Black 

contributions and influences of  African Americans, 
contributions and influences that were ignored or 
overlooked for years. 

intended to marginalize any other racial group. It is 
meant to celebrate black achievements through a his-
tory plagued with violence and cruelty. There seems to 
be a lot of  confusion on that.

There also seems to be a lot of  confusion on what 
it means when someone utters the words “Black Lives 

that all other lives do not matter, are insignificant or 
are somehow inferior. Yes, “all lives matter.” 

But that’s not the point here. The Black Lives 

innocents are gunned down and whose past includes 
slavery and oppression, black lives matter as well. 
It’s not meant to say that others don’t matter, but it’s 
meant rather as a reminder that black lives matter in a 
society that sometimes seems to have forgotten them. 

College students should constantly be in pursuit of  
literacy and understanding. All college students are 
expected to be educated. As such, it’s important to 

movement. 

a diverse educational environment for all students. 
The student and faculty body is growing in diversity 
and there are classes on gender and race studies. A 

-
port for students of  varying racial and cultural back-
grounds. An entire living and learning community in 
Gee Hall helps international and national students 

our horizons culturally. So then, what’s the excuse for 

Westminster campus on Feb. 17 at 7 p.m., an open dis-
cussion on race will be held in the Seabrook Lounge. 
A Spike Lee and African American Film symposium 
will be held Feb. 26 and 27 from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. in 
the Sweigart Auditorium. 

With so many events and opportunities to stay edu-
cated on issues involving race and history, it’s impera-

not stay close-minded. Diversify your learning. And 
even if  you think you’re very open, broaden your 

-

stay educated, especially during this month which rec-
ognizes some of  the most impactful parts of  American 
history. Don’t overlook these opportunities. 

After all, the true way to fight ignorance is with 
education. You cannot learn from a book that was 

stem from a desire to hurt — they come from the 
refusal to understand. 

—Samantha Sawh
Junior journalism major
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W R E S T L I N G

Last-second loss pins wrestling’s streak
By Thomas Albano

DESPITE entering with victories in four straight 
meets, the wrestling team suffered a heartbreak-
ing loss on Feb. 6 at the hands of  Drexel in 
Philadelphia.

The Broncs (9-9, 4-2 EWL) were able to win four 
bouts, and the meet boiled down to the final contest 
of  the evening. Unfortunately for the team, a fifth-
straight win slipped away with seven seconds left, and 
the Dragons (8-7, 4-3 EIWA) came away with the win 
instead.

Associate Head Coach John Hangey felt some of  
the team worried too much about score and holding 
onto a lead.

“Overall, it felt like we only had half  a team show 
up,” Hangey said. “The half  that did wrestled well. 
The other half  wrestled a little tentative. Drexel’s not 
an overly aggressive team, but we allowed them to 
slow the pace down and that’s why we lost some of  
those matches.”

Rider got off  to an early lead with a win from 
senior Curt Delia at 174 lbs. It was the first time Delia 
has competed at that weight class this season, as he 
previously competed in two lighter ones. After 184-
pound sophomore Michale Fagg-Daves was defeated, 
junior Ryan Wolfe gave Rider back the lead with a 
major decision victory at 197 lbs.

“My win at Drexel was consistent on how I have 
been wrestling all year, and the consistency is what I 
need to have going into conferences,” Wolfe said. “I 
try to wrestle to dominate each and every match.”

Rider’s redshirt sophomore Mauro Correnti and 
sophomore Zach Valcarce then dropped the next 
two bouts — at the heavyweight and 125-pound 
weight classes, respectively — before the team was 
helped back up with a victory from 133-pound senior 
Robert Deutsch. Deutsch defeated Drexel’s David 
Pearce, who was a competitor in last season’s NCAA 

Championships. 
Rider then lost another two bouts, junior Paul 

Kirchner was defeated at 141 lbs. Sophomore B.J. 
Clagon, entering ranked No. 15 in the 149-pound 
weight class, then suffered a loss at the hands of  
Drexel junior Matthew Cimato, who was ranked No. 
11. 

Chad Walsh, a 157-pound sophomore who entered 
the meet ranked No. 14, scored a victory to set up a 
dual-deciding matchup. That match was a 165-pound 
bout between senior Conor Brennan, ranked No. 19 
in the weight class, and Drexel redshirt sophomore 
Austin Rose. Brennan was leading with less than 15 
seconds to go when Rose pulled out a takedown that 
turned into a fall, ending the match in favor of  Rose 
and giving the Dragons the win.

Clagon felt that the team did not live up to its 
potential at this meet.

“The performance we all had was not the best to 
any of  our ability,” he said. “We are one of  the best 

teams in the country without question when we are all 
prepared, myself  included.”

Walsh more specifically feels the team needs to 
remember the strategy of  seven minutes of  aggressive 
action on the wrestling mat.

“Some guys attacked the entire match, and some 
slowed their pace and tried to hang onto a lead,” 
Walsh said. “If  we learn to dominate and attack 
opponents through the whole seven minutes, we will 
be hard to beat, both as a team and as individuals 
heading into the postseason. As individuals, we are 
focusing on technique adjustments that have kept us 
from wrestling at the high caliber level that we are 
capable of.”

Rider’s next matchup will be on Feb. 11 against 
Hofstra. This will be the final home meet for the team 
this season, and there are only three meets remaining 
before the EWL and NCAA Championships.

“You got to have a short-term memory in sports, 
and you can’t have that loss hover over,” Hangey said. 
“You got to make some adjustments — as far as our 
tempo, our style, our approach — and you just got to 
keep going because there’s no rest for the weary.

“We mark the date of  the conference tournament 
and train backwards to it. Our conference prepara-
tion will spike our conditioning, will really zero in on 
individual sessions with the guys — what they do well, 
what they need to work on, what they need to improve 
on — and then getting them prepared and resting 
them up for the conference tournament so they can 
hit it correctly.”

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Game-winning layup snaps long skid
By Carlos Toro and Brandon Scalea

DESPITE the snowfall, the women’s 
basketball team snapped its cold 
streak with its first win in the last 
six games. 

Although the Broncs (5-18, 2-12 
MAAC) fell to the MAAC’s top team, 
Iona, by a score of  67-48 on Feb. 7, 
they travelled to Saint Peter’s on Feb. 9 
and won with a last-second shot, thanks 
to sophomore guard Kamila Hoskova’s 
layup.

According to junior center Julia 
Duggan, Rider believes that it is 
playing a lot better, as exemplified by 
the win against Saint Peter’s — who 
entered the game against Rider with 
just two conference wins.

“As of  late, we have been playing 
more like a team, running and execut-
ing  plays in the post,” Duggan said. 
“We have been playing a lot stronger 
on the other team’s post and making 
sure teams don’t get as many rebounds 
as I have been in the past.”

Iona’s (16-9, 12-2 MAAC) defense 
stuffed Rider’s offense in the first 
quarter. After Duggan and junior guard 
Robin Perkins each made a field goal 
within the first four minutes, the Broncs 
did not make a single field goal, with a 
Perkins free throw being the only scor-
ing Rider could muster. 

The Gaels only kept increasing their 
lead, starting the second quarter win-
ning by 15 and headed into halftime 
with a 38-16 lead. 

The third quarter wasn’t any bet-
ter for Rider, as it could not get itself  

within distance of  Iona’s lead, only able 
to mount a 4-0 scoring run. Iona fin-
ished the third quarter strong, scoring 
the period’s last five points.

Already with a comfortable lead, 
the Gaels left an impression at Alumni 
Gym, extending the lead to 26 points 
when Iona junior guard Marina 
Lizarazu made a couple of  free throws 
with 7:01 remaining in the game. 

Rider could not put forth any 
offense in the first half, shooting less 
than 20 percent from the field and 
going 1-for-6 from the three-point line.

Perkins, who is the Broncs’ leading 
scorer with more than 14 ppg, had a 
rough day shooting, making only five 
shots of  19 attempts.

The team needed a win to right the 
ship on a mostly disappointing season, 
but it had to travel to Saint Peter’s 
(4-19, 2-12 MAAC) to do so.

Rider opened the first quarter lead-
ing 7-4. The team made half  of  its field 
goals in the opening 10 minutes, while 
holding the Peacocks to just 10 points 
on less than 41 percent shooting from 
the field.

Perkins then took the game into her 
own hands in the second quarter when 
she scored 10 points, including eight of  
the last 10 for the Broncs. They went 
into halftime trailing by just one point.

Perkins then eclipsed 20 points when 
she made a three-pointer with 3:04 
remaining in the third quarter. The 
Willingboro, New Jersey native had 
12 points in the third quarter as Rider 
held Saint Peter’s to under 50 percent 

shooting from the field.
“Our guards have been shooting a 

lot better from the three in my opin-
ion,” Duggan said.

But the Peacocks finished the third 
quarter strong with freshman guard 
Janelle Mullen making a layup with 30 
seconds remaing to give Saint Peter’s 
a 52-50 lead heading into the final 
quarter.

Rider retook the lead with less than 
two-and-a-half  minutes remaining 
when freshman guard Lexi Posset made 
a layup to give the Broncs a 62-61 
advantage.

But Saint Peter’s refused to go down 
as sophomore guard Talah Hughes 
made a jumper with just seven seconds 

remaining. 
The Broncs capitalized on that small 

window of  time when Perkins missed 
a layup, but Hoskova grabbed the 
offensive rebound and made the game-
winning shot with just 0.1 seconds 
remaining.

Rider will now look to capitalize 
on the momentum after beating Saint 
Peter’s when it takes on conference 
foes Canisius (9-14, 4-10 MAAC) and 
Niagara (6-17, 4-10 MAAC) on the 
road on Feb. 12 and 14. 

Sophomore Zach Valcarce lost his match against Drexel on Feb. 6

Junior guard Robin Perkins had 26 points in Rider’s conference win against Saint Peter’s on Feb. 9. 
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I C E  H O C K E Y

Aggressive 3rd period yields Broncs wins
By Derek Jordan

THE club ice hockey team ousted 
Delaware by a score of  7-6 on Feb. 
5 and beat Westchester 8-2 on Feb. 
6 at Loucks Ice Arena.

Against Delaware, Rider (10-12) 
started off  a bit slow, with the visiting 
Blue Hens dominating for a major-
ity of  the game. Despite outshooting 
Delaware 13-5, Rider was down 2-1 at 
the end of  the first period.  

During the second, it was much of  
the same. The Blue Hens took it to the 
Broncs with speed and puck posses-
sion.  Because of  this, Rider took four 
penalties in the second period alone.  
Delaware made it pay, with three 
power-play goals for the Blue Hens and 
the Broncs only answering back twice. 
Delaware took a 6-4 lead into the third 
period.  

The Broncs came out on fire in the 
third period, thanks in large part to 
Delaware taking a five-minute major 
penalty for hitting from behind in the 
dying moments of  the second period.  

Less than a minute into the third, 
it was sophomore defenseman J.J. 
Santagata who took a slap shot to cut 
the Blue Hens lead to 6-5.  

“Coming into the third, we were in 
a tough position,” Santagata said. “We 
knew we had a long power play to start, 
so we just went to work. [Senior for-
ward] Chris Daley fed me at the point.  
I walked the line and just teed off.”  

Rider was relentless and kept at it 
on the man advantage. At 3:18 into the 
third period, sophomore forward Chris 
Johnson scored from inside the left 
circle off  a feed from sophomore for-
ward John Martino to tie the game at 
6.  Martino ragged the puck in the Blue 

Hens’ zone and set up shop behind the 
net.  

“I noticed Delaware wasn’t really 
giving me much pressure down low 
behind the net,” Martino said. “Once 
I saw that, I knew I had to move the 
puck to the front of  the net.  I made 
a nice backhand pass between the 
defensemens’ legs and went right on 
Johnson’s tape. Once he got the puck, I 
knew it was going in.”

The Broncs tallied another power-
play goal again at 4:08 in the third 
period to put them ahead 7-6. Senior 
forward Andrew Heinz made a shot 
past the goaltender with the assist com-
ing from senior forward Pat Grilli.  

Rider went on to win the game as 
it tightened up defensively and gave 
the Blue Hens nothing in their offen-
sive zone.  Freshman goaltender C.J. 
Lineman made 24 saves in the win.  

The following day against 
Westchester was the Broncs’ Senior 
Day and the team sent its seniors away 
happy thanks to an early offensive 
onslaught by Rider.

The Broncs scored first when Heinz 
put one in with 12:45 remaining in the 
first period. 

Rider held Westchester scoreless in 
the first two periods as it scored four 
goals in the first two-thirds of  the game. 

After two periods, Rider had the 

shots on goal advantage 29-10. 
The team’s offense did not stop in 

the third period when they scored four 
goals, the first coming from Grilli about 
two minutes into the final period. 

While Westchester did score two 
goals in the third period, it was already 
too late.

Rider finished the game with 43 
shots on goal while Westchester could 
only muster 16 shots on goal.

Rider will look to take its two-game 
winning streak into next weekend. 
It will face Marist on Feb. 12 and 
Monmouth Feb. 14, with both games 
at home.   

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Win on the road highlights Broncs’ improvement
By Carlos Toro

THE men’s basketball team split a pair of  road 
games to wrap up a three-game road trip. 

Rider (10-15, 6-8 MAAC) defeated confer-
ence foe Niagara 66-60 on Feb. 5, but fell to 

Canisius 67-61 on Feb. 7 in a game broadcast on 
ESPN3.

Graduate guard Teddy Okereafor said that despite 
the loss, the team has improved a lot. The Broncs have 
a 6-3 record in their last nine games.

“I think we’re playing a lot better than we were in 
the start of  the season,” Okereafor said. “I think we 
dug a hole early and have made some good efforts dig-
ging ourselves out of  it.”

Against Niagara (6-19, 4-10 MAAC), the Broncs 
surrendered a 12-2 run when the game was tied at 
12 with 9:38 remaining in the game. Rider had some 
turnover issues, committing four during the scoring 
run. 

The Purple Eagles’ defense was a big reason they 
came into halftime with a 32-24 lead. Niagara’s bench 
outscored Rider’s 10-4 in the first half.

Niagara redshirt junior guard Emile Blackman 
increased the Purple Eagles’ lead to 10 points with a 
layup with 17:52 remaining in the game. 

Rider then started to cut into Niagara’s lead slowly 
throughout the second half, starting with three straight 
free throws made by Okereafor to narrow the lead 
to seven points. Okereafor then made it a four-point 
game when he caught a defensive rebound and scored 
on a layup with 12:13 remaining.

Junior center Kahlil Thomas then went on a hot-
shooting streak, scoring the Broncs’ next seven points 
and nine of  the 11 points scored in a span of  four 

minutes to give the Broncs a one-point lead with less 
than eight minutes to go. The Purple Eagles were then 
winning by one point after sophomore guard Matt 
Scott made a couple of  free throws.

Rider moved ahead for good when junior guard 
Jimmie Taylor made a pair of  free throws with about 
six minutes remaining. From that point onward, junior 
forward Xavier Lundy iced the game, scoring eight of  
the team’s final 12 points.

Thomas and Lundy made big contributions to the 
team’s win, with each player scoring 20 points in the 
contest. 

Two days later, Canisius’ (11-14, 6-8 MAAC) 

offense and defense hit its stride after allowing Rider 
to start the game 14-8.

The Golden Griffins fought back and caught up 
to Rider almost immediately. Canisius sophomore 
forward Ryan Cassidy made two three-pointers to tie 
the game at 14 with 10:42 left in the first half.

Canisius eventually gained the lead almost five 
minutes later on an 11-0 scoring run and held the lead 
going into halftime, leading 34-30.

The Broncs momentarily were winning three 
minutes into the second half, but lost it on the ensuing 
possession when Canisius junior guard Kiefer Douse 
made a layup. The Golden Griffins did not surrender 
the lead for the rest of  the game, as they went up by as 
much as 14 points. 

Okereafor thought the team did not play with 
enough vigor throughout the whole game in order for 
the Broncs to get the road win.

“We didn’t play with the right intensity or focus for 
the Canisius game,” Okereafor said. “We have to play 
desperate and with a sense of  urgency for 40 minutes 
and I don’t think we did a good job of  doing that last 
time out.”

The team will have until Feb. 12 to prepare for its 
next game against Monmouth (19-5, 11-2 MAAC) at 
Alumni Gym. The game will be nationally televised 
on ESPNU. The Broncs will then host Niagara on 
Feb. 14. Okereafor says that the team is excited for the 
chance to beat Monmouth. 

“I’m excited about the Monmouth game,” 
Okereafor said. “I’m looking forward to seeing our 
crowd come out and cheer us on and just have the 
opportunity to get a signature win.”

Senior forward Chris Daley was key in a 7-6 Broncs win at Loucks Ice Center. He initiated the first of three unanswered goals with an assist on an early goal.
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Junior center Kahlil Thomas was key in a 66-60 win at Niagara.
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Preparing for old 
rival, ‘all the 
hype is there’
By Brandon Scalea

AT this point last season, the men’s 
basketball team was enjoying a 
16-9 record and had a lot to look 
forward to. 

With teams like Seton Hall and 
Princeton unraveling, and with Rutgers 
rooted to the bottom of  the Big Ten, 
the Broncs seemed like New Jersey’s 
best shot at an NCAA Tournament bid. 

Unfortunately, it was not to be. In 
just the quarterfinals of  the MAAC 
Tournament, seventh-seeded St. Peter’s 
erased second-seeded Rider’s 21-win 
season and sent it home empty-handed. 

In 2016, the Broncs currently sit 
at a record of  10-15; however, along 
with showings that have left Rider fans 
scratching their heads, they have dem-
onstrated signs of  excellence, especially 
in recent weeks. 

They seem to play their best bas-
ketball when playing the best teams. 
On Nov. 20, the Broncs took on 
then-No. 3 ranked Maryland down 
to the wire, even holding a 14-point 
lead in the second half. On Dec. 19, 
Rider would not go away against No. 
14 ranked Providence, who had to use 
a late run to pull away and escape with 
a win.

For these reasons, the Broncs have a 
lot to look forward to on Feb. 12, when 
the ESPNU crew rolls into Alumni 
Gym for the home matchup against 
Monmouth. 

This season, Monmouth (19-5, 
11-2 MAAC) has certainly reached 
new heights; and let’s face it, everyone 
thinks the Hawks have it in the bag.

Graduate guard Teddy Okereafor 
thinks preparation is key for this one.

“It’s going to be a big game this 
weekend,” he said. “All the hype is 
there, considering what they’ve been 
able to do so far and the fact that it’s on 
ESPNU. We’re just going to have to be 
more focused on the details, scout and 
limit what we give them in transition. 
They like to play up-tempo, so we have 
to take care of  the ball.”

Not only do people think Monmouth 
will be cruising to an easy MAAC title 
in March, they are projecting it to have 
a considerably high seed for a mid-
major team when the NCAA 
Tournament comes around. 

Its non-conference schedule seemed 
daunting in the preseason, leaving 
many to think the Hawks would be 
in a deep hole when conference play 
approached. Instead, they proceeded to 
defeat UCLA and Georgetown on the 
road, not to mention Notre Dame and 
USC at neutral sites. 

Freshman guard Kealen Ives 
acknowledged the type of  season 
Monmouth is having.

“We know that they are a top team 

in the league and we have 
to be ready for a battle 
on Friday night,” he said. 
“We’ve had time to rest and 
refocus and get into the right 
mindset for the game.”

Heading into the season, 
many of  the experts had 
Iona as the top dog in the MAAC and 
expected it to three-peat as regular 
season champions. Monmouth went up 
to New Rochelle, New York, and put up 
110 points in 40 minutes. 

Hawks junior guard Justin Robinson 
has been key to their success and is con-
sidered by some to be a top point guard 
in the nation. He averages 20.5 ppg 
and 3.6 rebounds per game. 

Okereafor, Rider’s own offensive 
leader this season, understands the 
importance of  containing Robinson.

“We’ve got to locate him early and 
limit what easy buckets we give him,” 
he said. “Ball screen defense is going to 
be huge. We need to contest every shot 
without fouling.”

Despite Monmouth’s great play, the 
team’s bench has emerged as one of  
college basketball’s greatest stories in 
2015-16. Whether you like them or not, 
you have to admit they are creative. 
Every time the Hawks make a basket, 
the bench engages in crazy theatrics. 
Some notable ones include the old 
“I can’t find my glasses” celebration, 
an improvised scene from Star Wars
and a parody of  Michelangelo’s “The 
Creation” on the Sistine Chapel. 

The Monmouth bench has been on 
ESPN’s SportsCenter several times this 
season. It has put Monmouth basket-
ball — and all of  MAAC hoops for that 
matter — back on the map. 

The Hawks will walk into a sold-out 
Alumni Gym on Feb. 12 without being 
intimidated. After all, a capacity crowd 
at the Monmouth Athletic Center 
has been commonplace these days. 
A Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) of  
30 and 19 wins in 24 games definitely 
helps in that sense. 

However, a team like Rider poses 
the biggest threat to Monmouth. The 
Broncs are under the radar this season, 
while the Hawks are out there. The 
Broncs have nothing to lose at this 
point — an at-large bid for them is 
out of  the question, leaving them to 
merely fight for seeding in the MAAC 
Tournament. On the other hand, 
Monmouth is looking ahead to March 

Madness. It is just trying to pick up 
style points, something that might not 
even be earned with a win in Alumni 
Gym, home to the 10-win Broncs. 

The same thing happened to Rider 
in the MAAC Tournament last year. It 
was looking ahead to teams like Iona 
and Manhattan as the biggest obstacles 
en route to the automatic bid. Instead, 
lowly St. Peter’s played like it had noth-
ing to lose and dominated the Broncs. 

If  Rider 
comes out 
of  the gate 
and plays 
against the 
Hawks — a 
familiar 
oppo-

nent — like it did in College Park, 
Maryland, and in a convincing win 
against Iona back in January, then 
get ready for what college basketball 
writers will call one of  the biggest 
upsets of  the year. The Broncs can beat 
Monmouth; they simply have to play 
their best basketball to do it. 

Ives has to generate offense like he’s 
done so often this year, especially when 
the Broncs are winning. Junior center 
Kahlil Thomas has to be a monster in 
the paint like he’s done seemingly all 
season, and he needs to live up to his 
current ranking as second in the confer-
ence for field goal percentage. 

Rider certainly has momentum in 

recent weeks. After a dismal start to 
the season that saw them sitting at 4-12 
overall, and 0-5 in MAAC play, the 
Broncs have taken six of  their last nine.

In that span, they were able to knock 
off  Marist in double overtime — a 
game in which the Red Foxes led by 9 
with a minute left in regulation. Rider 
was also able to defeat A.J. English and 
Iona for the first time since 2012-13.  

“We all have to continue to do our 
part,” Ives said. “We are going to need 
to lock in on defense and communicate. 
It’s a team effort. We play for each 
other.”

Most importantly, the Broncs will 
have to have the crowd on their side. 
Alumni Gym is usually packed on game 
days, but this contest will have added 
electricity to it. Tickets officially sold 
out on Feb. 9. 

And you can bet that if  Rider pulls 
this one out, it will certainly be a 
Broncs’ Zoo in Lawrenceville. 

The Monmouth bench has gained fame this season for its elaborate celebrations when the team scores.
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rival, ‘all the 
hype is there’

in the league and we have 
to be ready for a battle 
on Friday night,” he said. 
“We’ve had time to rest and 
refocus and get into the right 
mindset for the game.”

Heading into the season, 
many of  the experts had 

Rider students jump for joy during a big win against Canisius on Jan. 31. The Feb. 12 game is sold out.

‘‘We are going to need to lock in on defense and 
 

 KEALEN IVES, FRESHMAN GUARD




