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INTRIGUE AND LIES
A show full of  twists and turns can be seen at 
the Yvonne Theater this weekend. page 6

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM?
A solution has been reached, but disagreements 
remain about the underlying issue. page 8

BACK IN ACTION
The women’s basketball team defeats Towson in 
season opener. page 12
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TRUCE Faculty union, 
administration 
strike a deal

Terror strikes 
Paris, rattling 
int’l students
By Pauline Theeuws

ONLY two days after the terrorist 
attacks in Paris, international stu-
dents were expected to be back 
in class and fully functional. But 

their minds were racing. 
Senior French students Pauline 

Bressy, an international business 
major, and Marine Billat, a finance 
major, were studying in Moore Library 
on evening of  Nov. 13 when Billat 
received a text from a friend living in 
Italy asking her if  she had seen what 
had happened in Paris. 

Their first reaction was to look on 
the Internet and check Facebook. They 
soon found out about the terrorist 
attacks that struck the City of  Light. 

What started as a joyful Friday 
evening in Paris quickly shifted into 
the country’s worst nightmare when 
ISIS attacked the Stade de France, a 
sports stadium, the Bataclan Theater 
as well as bars and restaurants, creat-
ing a horrifying chaos that killed at 
least 128 people and injured more than 
300. Terrorists blew themselves up at 
multiple locations in France and, on 
the previous day, in Lebanon.

“I was quite confused because it said 
that there were six attacks simultane-
ously, and I didn’t know if  there would 
be more,” Billat said.

The students immediately tried to 
reach out to their families and friends 
to make sure they were safe, but did 
not get immediate answers. 

“I felt awful,” Bressy said. “I was 
scared for my family over there. I tried 
to reach out to my sister, but she wasn’t 
answering at the beginning.” 

Aure Rakotondrainibe, also a senior 
from France and international business 
major, celebrated her 25th birthday on 
Friday, and it was after hanging up the 
phone with her mother that she got the 
horrifying news from a friend.

Rakotondrainibe immediately called 
her mother back to inform her. “I told 
her not to go to bed but to watch the 
news and see what was going on,” she 
said. 

The time difference and the inac-
cessibility of  live French coverage on 
U.S. cable made it even harder for the 
students to be able to follow up with 
the events. 

All international students were 
expected in class on Nov. 16 even 
though their minds were somewhere 
else as they couldn’t stop checking the 
news every few seconds.  

Bressy, Billat and Rakotondrainibe 
agreed on feeling “left alone” and 
lacking overall support from college 
peers and 
professors 
as huge 

By Thomas Albano

FOR about two weeks, Rider University’s community was 
rocked and divided by moves announced on Oct. 29 by 
President Gregory Dell’Omo. But the quake has subsided 
… for now.

A deal officially ratified by faculty and Rider’s Board of  
Trustees last week solidified an agreement reached between 
Rider’s chapter of  the American Association of  University 
Professors (AAUP) and the administration, reversing cuts 
announced by Dell’Omo while helping the university deal 
with a projected $7.6 million deficit.

“[This deal] stabilizes the situation,” Dell’Omo said. “It 
allows us to have more time to work things through, develop 
things, review situations and so forth. There’s no magic wand 
that solves the problem overnight, but it does stabilize the 
situation of  the university.” 

Details of  the new agreement include: the saving of  14 
programs set to be eliminated, as well as three set to be 
curtailed from majors to minors; a faculty wage freeze for the 
current and next academic year, which will cost the aver-
age full-time faculty member approximately $4,500 during 
that time; creation of  additional retirement incentives for 
faculty members to retire at the end of  this academic year; 
elimination of  the general requirement to hire full-time 
faculty members to fill any vacancies in departments; and an 
increase in the proportion of  classes that can be taught by 
adjuncts or by full-time faculty as overloads.

While many faculty members wanted to do whatever 
possible to save the affected programs and faculty, Dr. Jeffrey 
Halpern, contract administrator for Rider’s chapter of  the 
AAUP, wished things could have gone differently.

“We still view the proposal as a hard decision, but the 
original idea was not correct,” Halpern said. “We strongly 
considered arbitration, but the problem was that we could 
already see the damage that was happening to the university 

as a whole. For arbitration, even if  we moved quickly, a deci-
sion wouldn’t be made for months. Students would transfer. 
It would be institutional suicide.

“We weighed that against the cost we would pay — and 
not just the fiscal cost. We put it in front of  the membership 
to make a decision. We wanted to help the institution — 
save it from the consequences of  layoffs and program cuts. 
Students looked at Rider as a place they could rely upon. 
To bring students into a school in September and then cut 
majors in October is not a moral thing to do.”

Dell’Omo says he understands why faculty are upset 
and wants to mend the broken trust, but emphasized these 
changes were needed as the financial difficulties have been 
building up for years now. He said decisions had to be made 
quickly because under the current contract, any faculty lay-
offs had to be announced by the end of  October if  they were 
to take effect the following fall.

“I’ve heard quite a bit that I’ve only been here for four 
months. I understand that, but the problem has been devel-
oping for over six years,” Dell’Omo said. “The problem, over 
time, has been evident, based on all the metrics you look at. 
It’s not insurmountable, and I’m confident we’ll get through 
it, but we have to work together to make this happen.”

One of  the biggest complaints that came out of  the 
president’s decision to cut programs was that there was no 
input from outside a specific group of  administrators, who 
determined that the cuts needed to be made. It also inter-
rupted a process known as the Prioritization Task Force for 
Academic Affairs and Student Affairs. This group, led by 
Provost DonnaJean Fredeen and made up of  faculty mem-
bers, chairpersons and deans, was created to analyze various 
programs, and decide how to han-
dle each program by expanding, 
cutting, merging or eliminating it, 
or keeping it as is.

Dr. Je�rey Halpern, left, contract administrator for Rider’s chapter of the AAUP, and President Gregory Dell’Omo led negotiating teams to reverse the 
program and sta� cuts in return for concessions from the faculty. 
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News
Viral baby video gains national press
By Shanna O’Mara

DIRECTOR of  Campus Life Richard 
Kopp and his wife, Louisa, are 
expecting a third child. And he or 
she is already famous.

The couple announced their preg-
nancy on Oct. 28 when they posted a 
video on YouTube titled “Crossing the 
Finish Line” featuring their 3-year-old 
son, Owen, and 15-month-old daugh-
ter, Carmendy, racing to the finish line 
with an empty baby carriage in tow.

“We decided to do the video because 
we know this will be our last pregnancy 
and wanted to do something more than 
a photo to announce that we’re expect-
ing one final time,” Kopp said. “We 
also realized that our third child would 
be a tiebreaker since we have one boy 
and one girl. We wanted to do some-
thing with the tiebreaker concept and 
the idea grew into a story that could 
only be told in a video. 

“We first showed my family on Oct. 
10 when visiting them on a trip to my 
hometown in western Pennsylvania. 
Then on Oct. 28, when we felt it 
was safe to share the news with our 
extended friends and family, we did so 
by posting the announcement on my 
wife’s blog and the video on YouTube.”

Various well-known sources have 
since posted the video, including the 
Huffington Post, Good Morning America, 
ABC News, EllenTube and NJ.com. 
The video even crossed international 
borders as it was posted on a popular 
Irish maternity website, Mummy Pages. 

The video, which was filmed and 

edited by Sam Cowan, a student at 
Drexel University where Kopp worked 
from 2007-2014, has racked up over 
23,000 views on YouTube.

Kopp and his wife were stunned 
by the response their announcement 
received. However, this was merely the 
aftershock of  the even bigger surprise 
of  expecting a third child.

“Of  course, we were completely 
shocked by the reaction,” he said. “But 
not quite as shocked as the news of  
baby No. 3 — that was truly a huge 
surprise.”

The video’s popularity skyrocketed 
because of  the young talent that truly 
brought the film to life.

“Our children had a blast with the 
film shoot,” Kopp said. “They enjoyed 
playing around on the local high school 
track in Woodbury, New Jersey. And 
they particularly enjoyed the loads of  
candy we bribed them with to perform 
well for the camera.”

Although the video depicts a battle 
between genders, Kopp said that he 
and his wife do not have a preference 
either way.

“Our son thinks that he is going 
to have another sister — ‘one that 
matches Carmendy,’” he said. “As for 
mom and dad, we have no inclination 
one way or another.”

Because Louisa has had trouble in 
the past with traditional deliveries, the 
couple plans to keep safety a priority as 
they prepare for their next child. 

“Our daughter arrived in such 
grand fashion on her own terms — a 

hilarious home delivery in the middle 
of  the night,” Kopp said.

In August 2014, Louisa began to 
experience intense contractions. She 
was near her due date, and the couple 
realized that the baby was coming soon, 
so soon that they had no time to get to 
a hospital. 

“The realization that I was going to 
give birth in my kitchen only dawned 
on me when Richard told me to push,” 
Louisa later wrote on her blog. “I felt a 
rush of  panic and fear.”

Without any medical tools or 

training, Kopp successfully delivered 
his daughter at 4:11 a.m. He cut the 
umbilical cord with butcher shears 
and cleaned the baby in the sink. 
Emergency medical technicians arrived 
15 minutes later to take Louisa and her 
daughter to the hospital, both in stable 
condition.

Now that baby No. 3 is on the way, 
the couple hopes for a safe delivery as 
they approach the April 3 due date.

“We are just hoping for a healthy 
new baby and safe delivery,” Kopp said.

Director of Campus Life Richard Kopp and his wife, Louisa, hold their two children, 3-year-old Owen 
and 15-month-old Carmendy. The couple is expecting their third child on April 3.
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Take a bite out of Hispanic heritage month
By Theresa Evans

TO celebrate Hispanic heritage and culture, Rider 
will host a number of  events throughout campus 
this November as part of  the university’s Hispanic 
Heritage Month. 

The Latin American Student Organization 
(LASO), Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority (LTA) 
and Lambda Theta Phi Latin Fraternity (LAMBDAS) 
sponsored the events. 

“It is very exciting to build awareness of  Latin 
traditions which help to expand our horizons during 
Hispanic Heritage month on campus,” Director of  
Multicultural Affairs Pamela Pruitt said. “We look 
forward to this time each year. It is important, how-
ever, to remember that these special observances are 
significant, but we should all celebrate who we are 
every day.”

The Rider community is encouraged to celebrate 
Hispanic heritage because the Hispanic population 
at the university has grown, according to Dannys 
Ramirez, sophomore accounting major and vice 

president of  Rider’s chapter of  LASO. 
 “The events impact the students by exposing them 

to the Latino culture,” Ramirez said. “Our goal with 
the events is to educate the Rider community about 
the diversity and different backgrounds that fall into 
the Latino community.”

The events include guest speakers like Rider alum 
Eugene Marsh, ’14; a Latin dance performance and 
lessons by S&J Dance Productions; and a comedy 
performance from Oscar Callazos. There will also be 
opportunities to help the community outside of  Rider. 

Canned goods were collected at the “Movie, Chat 
and Chew” on Nov. 15 in the Wright Hall lounge 
where students watched the film Good Day, Ramon. 
There will be a session on the cultural origins of  
empanadas as well as an empanada-making contest in 
the Mercer Room on Nov. 18 at 7 p.m. The proceeds 
from the event will be donated to the Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen (TASK). 

 On Nov. 21, students will have the opportunity 
to volunteer at TASK during the lunch service. The 

various events allow the Rider community to get a 
taste of  both the diversity within Hispanic culture and 
the unity among the Rider community.

“Our most popular events are Latin Pub Night and 
Comedy Night,” said Ramirez. “On Latin Pub Night, 
we play different types of  Hispanic music, dance and 
enjoy some food. 

“The Comedy Night features a comedian of  
Hispanic descent, and it is meant for students to enjoy 
the night and learn of  the Hispanic culture. The 
executive board members plan the events and each of  
them is in charge of  planning one event for Hispanic 
Heritage Month. The rest of  the board members serve 
as support.” 

With the hard work and dedication put into the 
Rider’s Hispanic Heritage Month celebration, the 
members of  LASO still get to enjoy the events them-
selves alongside fellow students. 

“My favorite event is Latin Pub Night because I 
love to dance, and this event gives me the chance to 
dance the night away,” Ramirez said.

International students mourn for their home countries

Sophomore finance major John Modica pays tribute on Nov. 17 to 
those lost during the terrorist attacks on France and Lebanon.
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gatherings were being organized worldwide. 
French students felt surprise and anger when find-

ing that some professors showed little interest in the 
attacks and did not reach out to them to check in.

“I was afraid to come back to class after what had 
happened and felt shocked that professors didn’t even 
talk about the attack,” said Rakotondrainibe. 

Rider is well known for its international students 
and study abroad programs, which intensified stu-
dents’ frustration because of  the lack of  people who 
felt concerned about the attacks. 

Billat, Bressy and Rakotondrainibe are only three 
French students out of  many at Rider who were 
impacted by Friday’s terrorist attacks. 

At time of  crisis, they said, being so far away from 
home worsened the pain from being unable to show 

support, not only to the victims and their families, but 
also to the country. 

On Nov. 16, the Center for International Education 
provided a place where international students could 
share their fears, but most of  all where they would feel 
supported during this difficult time. 

French students felt that their emotions were better 
acknowledged during the gathering with other inter-
national students who either shared or better under-
stood what they were going through. 

The Tau Kappa Chapter of  Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority also organized a candlelight vigil on Nov. 
17 in front of  the Moore library to mourn the losses 
endured by France and Lebanon.

The vigil joined those held by nations around 
the world, as many continue to stand behind those 
affected by the attacks.

Cont’d from P. 1
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Chair: Task force to strengthen Rider

Boris Vilic, co-chair of  the prioritization task force for aca-
demic affairs and student affairs, addressed recent news about 
the task force’s role for academic programs. 

Q: What is your role as the co-chair of  the 
prioritization task force?

As co-chair, I facilitate the process for self-study or 
self-evaluation of  academic programs. We’re using 
Robert C. Dickeson’s model for the prioritization of  
academic programs. My goal is to facilitate the meet-
ings and to guide the discussion, to make sure that 
the self-study is appropriate to Rider. For example, 
some of  the very large institutions such as Temple, if  
they used it, their criteria would be a little bit differ-
ent because their main focus is on research. Rider’s 
main focus is on teaching. There are some differences 
among institutions as to what institutions are focus-
ing on so our job is to take a process, look at what 
makes the most sense for Rider’s programs and then 
implement that process. Self-study and self-assess-
ment is always good if  you want to improve. But for 
our Middle States accreditation, we actually, under 
the new standards, have to demonstrate that we’re 
evaluating resources and resource allocation because 
from the accreditors’ standpoint, they want to make 
sure that the programs we offer are strong and viable 
so you don’t find yourself  in a situation where you’re 
running a problem without any resources. We have 
to demonstrate to the accreditor that we’re engaging 
in self-study in resources that are available and how 
we’re deploying them. 

Q: When did you find out about the cut-
backs? The negotiation?

I knew about the cutbacks very shortly before 
[everyone else did]. I’m not a part of  that negotiation. 
I did know what was happening because the president 
shared with the deans and directors the email he sent 
the faculty, and I want to say it was about two weeks 
before the layoff  announcement.

Q: How do you think this announcement 
defined the university, in terms of  public 
relations?

Layoffs in all companies, when you actually look 
at it, are not terminations. A termination is when 
you have a poorly performing employee, and you 
decide to go separate ways. A layoff  is always done for 
economic reasons when you feel that, for the overall 
health of  the organization, it is necessary to imple-
ment layoffs. Layoffs almost always include some 
of  your great colleagues, and it’s always difficult to 
actually make that decision. It’s never a decision that 
somebody makes easily, knowing the impact on people 
and their families. Given the difficult financial situa-
tion, it was necessary but difficult, and I’m very happy 
that the two sides reached an agreement that realizes 
the savings but helps us move forward. 

Q: What is the current role of  the task 
force?

The role of  the task force is actually to look at 
the 10 criteria, gather the data, and solicit input 
from departments and then analyze that data. In the 
prioritization process, the programs that would come 
up on top are the ones that have a lot of  students 
interested, have students graduating and getting great 
jobs, getting admitted to graduate schools, or the 
faculty is known as being the lead experts in the field. 
At the bottom of  the prioritization are the programs 
that may be struggling for whatever reason. The goal 
is to make recommendations regarding programs. We 
could have a highly performing program that doesn’t 
have enough resources, so if  we hired an additional 
faculty member, we could admit more students. That 
benefits everybody. Or we could have a program that 
has too many resources, so we would look to retire-
ments or not continuing to allocate resources to some-
thing that, for example because of  regulatory changes, 
there may be low interest. 

Q: How will the task force continue to oper-
ate, after having several members resign?

Those who resigned will be replaced. The 
University Academic Policy Committee will be solicit-
ing interest from faculty and making the appoint-
ments. For this task force, it’s always difficult to assess 
what you’re doing. It’s sort of  like when you’re in the 
classroom and you’re getting that test or assessment, 
it’s never a pleasant task. But I think it is important for 
Rider to keep looking at the data and at how we can 
better support our programs that lack student inter-
est now. Is there something we can do to reinvent the 
programs? I think from the administrative, faculty and 
student perspectives, the work of  this task force is very 
important in helping us move in the future. But it is 
also required for accreditation. Some of  the resigna-
tions came in for various reasons, not just because the 
layoffs beforehand. When you actually look at other 
institutions, because hundreds of  others have done 
the process, the layoffs are not always connected to 
programs that are prioritized on the low end. They 
aren’t always affected by layoffs. For example, you 
could have extra teaching capacity among a depart-
ment that is prioritized high. The role of  the task force 
isn’t really layoffs, it is truly about improvement and 
making sure we are employing our resources to where 
they need to be. Everything you look for in the priority 
list, you make sure you get a good paying job after 
graduation and that your education is valued, your 
faculty members are really top-level experts. All of  
those things are really important to everybody. There 
is a commitment to us to make sure we assess, evaluate 
and give the best education possible. When we, as a 
community, look at the accomplishments of  the pro-
grams, when this whole process is done, our strengths 
will be tremendous. Some of  this will bring positive 
messages of  what we do as well.
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Arts&Entertainment

By Pauline Theeuws 

A “FEAST for both the mind and the eye” was 
presented to students during a talk by artists at 
Rider’s Art Gallery on Nov. 12, highlighting the 
current exhibition, “Biblical Inspiration in a 

Secular Age.” 
The exhibit, curated by Judith Brodsky, brought 

together five artists, Helène Aylon, Siona Benjamin, 
Hanan Harchol, Marc Malberg and Archie Rand, 
who offered different interpretations of  the Old 
Testament. 

During the talk, Rider students and the public were 
able to gather detailed interpretations from the artists, 
as well as have the chance to interact with each piece 
of  art in the presence of  its creator.

“This exhibition is a feast for both the mind and 
the eye,” said gallery director Harry Naar.

“It demonstrates the power of  the visual arts and 
how the visual arts can inform, question and educate, 
and crosses a variety of  disciplines from philosophy to 
literature and history.”

 Although the five artists were inspired by the same 
theme, their works and techniques are vastly differ-
ent, and each artist found a personal and specific way 
to share his or her message. 

Benjamin, a Jewish Indian who emigrated to the 
United States and went to Hindi and Catholic schools,  
found inspiration through her multicultural back-
ground and transformed her sense of  non-belonging 
into a feminist narrative that portrays women inspired 
by the Hindu, Muslim, Jewish and American cultures. 

“I spent so many years wondering what I was going 
to paint: Jewish themes of  my ancestors or Buddhist 
ideas from my childhood? Where was home?” said 
Benjamin. “I think the estranged characters in the 
Bible felt just as confused as I was, because I belong 
nowhere.” 

While Benjamin uses details to present the women 
in her paintings, Harchol uses video animations 

inspired by his father to tell stories that have profound 
meaning to which anyone can relate. 

Harchol found a way to subconsciously reach out 
to people on critical subjects and “touch their soul”  
through the use of  cartoons and humor in his anima-
tions, three out of  nine of  which are being screened at 
the Art Gallery. 

Aylon’s wall refers to the Wailing Wall of  
Jerusalem, and it is not only striking visually, but also 
physically. Raised Jewish Orthodox, Aylon married a 
rabbi, whose death prompted her to reject text from 
the Old Testament, as well as to resign from Orthodox 
life traditions. 

The wall, which is built inside the gallery, is covered 
with the five books of  Moses in both Hebrew and 
English, and all pages are then covered in parchment 
papers giving the wall an authentic look.

But Aylon’s imposing piece brings her biblical 
interpretation one step further by highlighting specific 
words and phrases in pink that challenge certain attri-
butions made to God. 

Malberg, an orthopedic surgeon by profession, 
painted scenes from the Old Testament and fittingly 
created a “body of  work” that fascinatingly twists 
limbs. 

When Malberg realized that most of  the paintings 
that absorbed him were principally from the New 
Testament, he decided to get inspiraton from the Old 
Testament to create a collection that he hoped would 
have as much of  an impact as the European paintings 
he admired. 

Rand found a way to fulfill his passion for words 
and art in the series of  60 paintings representing sub-
jects from the Old Testament, which all are accompa-
nied by personal comments giving each piece a “comic 
book style.” 

Principally inspired by his father, who was an artist 
on many levels, Rand made sure to create meaningful 
paintings that bring his interest in the Talmud and the 

Torah to another, more profound, level. 
“They are analyzing the Bible from 21st-century 

perspectives and questioning its assumptions,” Brodsky 
said. “The contemporary art world dismisses ‘reli-
gious’ art as not relevant to modern times.” 

This exposition brings together many interests 
and fields of  study such as history, philosophy and art 
history, which is why Naar finds it so fascinating and 
educational for Rider students and the public. 

“This exhibition highlights the important role that 
the visual arts play at Rider, and the Art Gallery in 
particular, in expanding students’ intellectual and 
cultural development through not only critical think-
ing, but also the pure pleasure of  engaging with the 
aesthetic aspects of  what we see,” said Naar. 

Gallery brings new life to the Old Testament

Rider’s current Art Gallery, “Biblical Inspirations in a Secular Age,” features 
works based o� of the Old Testament, including Marc Malberg’s Moses 
and Aaron (above).
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Thinking of  
Transferring?

Think  
Seton Hall.

Seton Hall offers over  
90 outstanding academic programs

Small classes and close  
faculty mentorship

Generous transfer credit policies  
and transfer scholarships

CONTACT

Sarah Blackburn at 973-275-2572  
or sarah.blackburn@shu.edu

Apply today at  
admissions.shu.edu
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By Megan Lupo 

THE smell of  cheesy, greasy good-
ness filled the air at Daly’s, as three 
student chefs cooked it out at 107.7 
The Bronc’s fifth annual Rider Student 

Top Chef  finale on Nov. 12 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m.

This year’s theme of  comfort foods was 
chosen because of  the popularity of  last 
year’s international foods theme. 

“We went global, so now we just bring 
it closer to home,” said The Bronc’s general 
manager,  John Mozes. “And it seemed 
like it had a really good response with 
the entries, and the style of  food that we 
brought in. You can see from the qualifying 
contestants; we got bacon cheeseburger in 
a pie. It’s not, like, kale.”

As culinary creations were being cooked 
for the hungry crowd, the finalists, sopho-
more film, radio and TV major Austin 
Bradley, senior theater performance major 
Alex Albritton and senior arts administra-
tion major Savoia Buntin, encouraged 
students to vote for their favorite dish by 
texting “Austin,” “Alex,” or “Savoia” to The 
Bronc. 

“It’s scary, but really exciting at the 
same time,” Buntin said. “I’ve been dream-
ing about this competition for the past two 
days.”  

Each contestant presented a unique 
dish — Bradley made chorizo fried eggs, 
Buntin made a bacon cheeseburger pie, 
and Albritton made “drop dead mac and 
cheeeezzeeee,” which she said earned its 
name from the fact that it “could kill you. 
It’s a lot of  calories.”

Despite the high caloric intake, it was 
a way for Albritton to honor her family’s 
cooking. Albritton said she chose this dish 

because “my grandmother, she’s from the 
South and they just cook.”

In between cooking and serving these 
not-so-lean cuisines, another chef  found 
his contentment in this competition. 

“I haven’t cooked properly in a long 

time,” Bradley said. “I used to cook all 
throughout high school at home, but since 
coming to college, my resources have been 
a little more limited. I guess this was just a 
chance for me to cook a little more.”

Bradley’s dish was also influenced by a 
family member. 

“I got it from my mother,” Bradley said. 
“She did the chorizo salsa on many things. 
I never tried it on eggs, though. I found the 
egg recipe on vice.com, and I saw that it 
used the salsa, and I thought it would go 
good together.”

As students sampled and mingled 

around the dining hall, Mozes remarked, 
“The goal is to further weave the fabric 
of  the Rider community. I mean, further 
blend everybody together, have a good 
time, because food’s the one thing we all 
like to [share].” 

To Bradley, comfort food means that 
it “sits comfortably at the bottom of  your 
stomach so your stomach’s like a pil-
low, and you can just nap immediately 
afterwards.”

Ultimately, Buntin took top prize 
and won a VIP Bowling Party for 25 at 
Colonial Bowling and Entertainment, a 16 

gigabyte iPad Mini, $200 in Bronc Bucks, 
a PJ’s Pancake House $50 gift card and the 
opportunity for her recipe to be featured 
as a special menu item at one of  Gretalia 
Hospitality Group’s restaurants.

After her name was announced, pic-
tures were taken, and Daly’s went back to 
normal.

“I feel relaxed now,” Buntin said. 
“Winning feels great, but I was really ner-
vous going into the competition. My first 
reaction was ‘I really won this, I couldn’t 
believe it,’ but I was so happy. I tried 
something, had a goal, and I was success-
ful. And, I’m excited to celebrate with my 
friends and family.”

Although the prizes were appealing to 
all three contestants, cooking meant much 
more than winning. 

Albritton’s joy for cooking goes beyond 
the competition. “I make myself  breakfast 

P R E V I E W

Catch Me aims for ‘sparkle and a lot of heart’
By Erica Podosek

CATCH Me If  You Can is a story that will intrigue its 
audience with unexpected twists and turns fol-
lowing the character of  Frank Abagnale through 
his journey of  love and forgery. His lies catch the 

attention of  an FBI agent who won’t rest until he puts a 
stop to the trail Abagnale is leaving across the country.

According to director Robin Lewis, audiences 
can expect to thoroughly enjoy this production. His 
enthusiasm for large dance numbers is sure to please 
any musical fan, and the small, earnest moments will 
touch the hearts of  viewers.

 “Some audience members will find the story fasci-
nating, as it is a true story,” Lewis said. “And for those 
that love musical theater, you have high energy, big 
dance production numbers and beautiful leggy ladies 
of  the ensemble. It is also very close to the movie, for 
those that like the movie with Leo DiCaprio and Tom 
Hanks.”

Lewis praised the cast members’ hard work, espe-
cially for the choreography, leading him to believe 
the audience is truly seeing the next generation of  
Broadway performers here at Rider. 

According to senior musical theater major Emma 
Rose Brooks, who portrays Paula Abagnale, the most 
exciting aspect of  this production is the challenge of  
perfecting her character’s French accent. 

Brooks also noted how relatable the 
story can be to divorce and separation, 
and the toll it takes on a family. This 
notion ultimately drives the plot of  Catch 
Me If  You Can. Brooks mentioned the 
audience should be aware of  the extrava-
gence of  the play but not let it overshadow the 
touching storyline.

  “The audience is going to be blown away by the 
spectacle, while also having their heartstrings tugged 
at by the small, beautiful moments,” she said. “This 

story has a lot of  sparkle and a lot of  heart.”
The many components of  this musical and the 

emotions of  the plot make it one that will stand out 
and leave an everlasting mark. Since the musical is 
based on a true story, the emotions are all too real, 
cast members said. 

For sophomore musical theater major Nick Ziobro, 
who portrays Frank Abagnale Jr., the emotional 
impact is a part of  the qualities that will make Catch 
Me If  You Can a standout Rider production.

“One of  my favorite things about playing Frank Jr. 
is that he is based on a real person,” Ziobro said. “[He 
is a] kid who became one of  the biggest thieves of  the 
20th century and has a really interesting story.” 

According to the cast, it can be assured that no one 
will leave the musical feeling disappointed or under-

whelmed. The enormous amount of  heart and 
hard work put into the show will truly represent 
the talent that the cast possesses and has put 
forth.

Audiences can experience the wild ride of  
excitement and emotion when Catch Me If  You 
Can hits the Yvonne Theater stage from Nov. 19 

to Nov. 21. There will be a preview performance on 
Nov. 18.

For more information about show times and tickets, visit 
rider.edu/arts.

Winner of 107.7 The Bronc’s Student Top Chef takes home the pie
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The cast of Catch Me If You Can promises to bring heart to the intriguing story of Frank Abagnale, whose trail of lies follows him across the country.

‘‘My first reaction was, ‘I really won this, I couldn’t believe 
it.’ ... I tried something, had a goal and I was successful.” 

SAVOIA BUNTIN

Alex Albritton prepares servings of her dish, the “drop dead mac and cheeeezzeeee.”Savoia Buntin hears her name announced as the winner.

‘‘ [He is a] kid who became one of  the biggest 
thieves of  the 20th century.” 
 NICK ZIOBRO
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a PJ’s Pancake House $50 gift card and the 

all three contestants, cooking meant much 

the competition. “I make myself  breakfast 

every morning. And if  I don’t feel like 
walking to Daly’s, I make myself  dinner.”

Buntin remarked that she loves cooking 
because “it is so freeing and fun. When I’m 
at home, and I’m cooking, I have music 
blasting and I’m dancing in the kitchen.”

And the advice Buntin gave, as she was 
distributing her dish to the masses, rings 
true to all the cooks out there. “Whether 
you’re an amateur chef  or an aspiring pro-
fessional chef, just keep cooking. It’s fun, 
and do whatever makes you happy.”

R E V I E W 

Presidential banter highlights Tonight Show taping
By Claire Dalzon

RIDER students had the opportu-
nity to be part of  the live studio 
audience for Rider University 
Network’s (R.U.N.) first episode 

of  The Rider Tonight Show hosted by the 
student-managed TV station’s very own 
senior film, radio and TV major Dan 
Aymat on Nov. 11.

Inspired by NBC’s Emmy-award-
winning The Tonight Show Starring Jimmy 
Fallon, the premiere taping success-
fully mirrored a typical late night show 
stage. The school band served as the 
house entertainment, the classic three-
seater couch was placed in the middle 
and there was a desk for the host and 
the special guest, President Gregory 
Dell’Omo. 

With a camera crew spread through-
out the Bart Luedeke Center Theater 
and a live studio audience of  about 70, 
the spotlight hit Aymat and he enthu-
siastically introduced himself  while 
also making sure to tell the audience 
what to expect throughout the night. 
Soon after embracing the applause 
and energy from the crowd, Aymat 
officially started the program with a 
comical and flawless monologue that 
could have come out of  Fallon’s mouth. 
The host received roars of  laughter 
by humorously commenting on topics 
like Ben Carson, dolphins “walking 
out” of  Sea World with top hats, and 
the current Starbucks controversy. 
He even performed a Donald Trump 
impersonation. 

Probably the most memorable part 
of  the show was the awaited sit-down 

with Dell’Omo. The R.U.N. crew 
members were aware of  some students’ 
distaste for the new president since the 
proposal of  program cuts and faculty 
layoffs, so they were prepared for all 
types of  reactions. However, the audi-
ence was asked to remain polite. With 
Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell 
in the audience looking on, Dell’Omo 
was not only excited to be part of  
the show, he was notably engaged in 
the conversation with the hosts — a 
Cranberry’s delivery system and the 
importance of  Chipotle were frequently 
mentioned — along with the success of  
the union talks and his future goals for 
the university.

“When Dan interviewed the 
president, it allowed me to see a more 
humane side to [Dell’Omo] because, 
over the past two weeks, he’s been 
painted as a villain,” said junior film, 
radio and TV major Khylah Jean, who 
served as the assistant for production 
and social media.

“My favorite part was seeing the 
confidence Dan Aymat had on stage,” 
said R.U.N. president and senior film, 
radio and TV major Carlos Delcid. 
“He was serious when needed and 
funny overall. The whole show was 
entertaining, and just having the oppor-
tunity to watch it was great.”

Donning matching black suits, 

Aymat and his announcer and partner, 
junior film, radio and TV major Evan 
Giguere, made quite the team, feeding 
off  each other’s epic one-liners and silly 
remarks and making the show feel natu-
ral, especially during the two segments 
called “College Phrases You’re Used to 
Saying” and “Pros & Cons at Rider.” 
Aymat even included the audience, 
asking them to choose the best segment 
with the loudest applause.

“We, as a group, collaborated on 
most of  the ideas, but the jokes and 
dialogue were mostly made by [sopho-
more film, radio and TV major] Colin 
Coyle and Dan,” said senior film, radio 
and TV major Jason Zoblin, who was 
part of  the camera crew filming crowd 
reactions.

There were a few technical difficul-
ties, but Aymat handled them like a 
true professional — blaming aliens for 
the faulty wiring noises.

High off  his first “high-profile” 
interview, Aymat’s confidence grew as 
the night went on, and he later joyously 
presented local comedian Sean Conner, 
who entertained the audience for a few 
minutes talking about his amusing col-
lege experience. The two even played 
water pong to end the show. The host 
won, of  course. 

“For being a first-time production, 
the turnout was amazing,” said Delcid. 
“There is always room for improve-
ment, but the people that were present 
got to experience an interesting show. 
There were laughs, and even though 
there were some hiccups, it was an 
amazing night.”

 Student Top Chef takes home the pie

As �nalists of 107.7 The Bronc’s Rider Student Top Chef competition, Austin Bradley (below center), Savoia Buntin (below center right) and Alex Albritton 
(below center left) cook their dishes for students eating at Daly’s Dining Hall on Nov. 12.

President Gregory Dell’Omo and senior film, radio and TV major Dan Aymat, host of The Rider 
Tonight Show, joke on stage about the recent campus events and his future goals for the university.

Em
ily

 K
el

le
y/

 T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s

Savoia Buntin (above) displaying her winning dish, the bacon hamburger pie. 

Austin Bradley, showing o� his dish, chorizo fried eggs. 
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FUNDED BY:
MANDATORY STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE

Unity + Diversity = University

OFFICE OF 
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS

A  C O L L A B O R AT I O N  B E T W E E N 

NOVEMBER 20, 2015
Friday, 6 to 9 p.m. 

Starting at the SRC Atrium
Holiday Traditions, Food and Entertainment 

Presentation of the Cranberry Court

SPECIAL visitor you won’t want to miss!

6 to 7 p.m.

Cultural Clubs 

Candle Lighting

7 to 9 p.m.

Library  

Lighting






