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BEAUTIFYING TRENTON
Last Friday, Rider students experienced Trenton’s 
saving grace: graffiti art. page 12

PROFESSOR LAMENTS
In the wake of  cuts, philosophy professor Richard 
Burgh announces his retirement. page 8

FIELD OF FLAGS
Veterans were honored at ceremony held on 
campus. page 3
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Deal or no deal?
By Thomas Albano

AFTER a tense two weeks, during which nearly 300 
students believed their majors and/or minors 
were terminated, and 14 faculty believed they 
were laid off, there is the possibility of  a light at 

the end of  the tunnel.
After meetings between negotiating teams from the 

top administration and the faculty union, a deal was 
proposed under which the cuts to academic programs 
and faculty layoffs would be reversed in exchange for 
significant concessions from faculty, including sal-
ary givebacks and the right to increase the number 
of  adjuncts in Rider’s classrooms. This deal must be 
ratified by both the faculty and the board of  trustees, 
or the matter goes to arbitration. (For statements, see 
p. 5).

These negotiations came about following a dizzying 
series of  events emanating from a major announce-
ment made by President Gregory Dell’Omo at a town 
hall meeting with faculty and staff  on Oct. 29. The 
announcement resulted in the layoff  of  14 faculty 
members; the elimination of  14 academic programs; 
and the curtailing of  three programs from majors to 
minors.

Rider has been dealing with ways to combat a pro-
jected $7.6 million financial deficit, and the university 
will continue to face a multi-million-dollar deficit 
for the next couple of  years, the administration has 
argued. It was projected by the administration that 
these cost-cutting measures would save the university 
an estimated $2 million per year. The AAUP had 
offered savings in excess of  
that number, according to 
union negotiations.

President Gregory Dell’Omo speaks on Nov. 3 at the Student Government Association forum about the cutting of 14 majors. His decision could be reversed after negotiations with the faculty union.
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➠ SEE PARTY
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The men’s soccer team won the MAAC title on Nov. 9 after defeating top-seeded Monmouth 3-2 in Orlando, Florida. On Nov. 16, it will 
find out where it is seeded in the NCAA Tournament. This will be the team’s first trip to the NCAAs since 1998.

Scoring a MAAC title
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Campus unites to honor those who served
By Emily Kelley 

DOZENS of  students, families and 
faculty volunteered to re-color 
the Campus Mall in flags of  red, 
white and blue on Nov. 7. 

Students from various groups and 
organizations filled the space, flags in 
hand, eager to represent and remem-
ber the men and women who served, 
especially those who gave their lives. 
Overall, 12,000 American flags were 
staked into the ground to commemo-
rate all veterans.The number of  flags 
has increased every year; this year had 
the greatest number to date. 

This patriotic display doubled as a 
backdrop for the Veteran’s Day cer-
emony held in front of  Moore Library 
on Nov. 9 at 11 a.m. All students, veter-
ans and outside guests were invited and 
encouraged to attend.

The ceremony began with a march-
ing of  flags across the stage set up in 
front of  Moore Library. Once all eight 
flags were placed, a Westminster Choir 
College student sang the national 
anthem. Director of  the Office of  
Military and Veterans Affairs Russell 
Melville took the stage, welcomed 
guests, thanked them for coming and 
began to share the importance of  the 
event.

“Today our goal is simple: to pay 
our deepest respect to those members 
who serve and protect our country, both 
at home and abroad,” said Melville.

He then invited all attending vet-
erans to stand. The crowd that over-
flowed onto the library staircase broke 
into rounds of  applause.  

“This ceremony and our American 
flag display, which you will see behind 
me, is our way of  paying respects 

to all veterans,” said Melville. “It 
has been our greatest privilege at 
Rider University to do so with pride, 
purpose and enthusiasm.” He then 
invited Provost and Vice President of  
Academic Affairs DonnaJean Fredeen 
to share some of  Rider’s history with 
veterans.

“In 1865, [Rider’s] mission was to 
educate a new generation of  leaders for 
the booming, industrialized, post-Civil 
War economy,” she said. “Our inau-
gural class was made up of  just 50 stu-
dents — many of  whom were civil war 
veterans. Today, 150 years later, Rider 
University, through the yellow ribbon 
program, continues its tradition of  edu-
cating veterans who have returned from 
service around the world.”

Fredeen then introduced the first 
guest speaker, Brig. Gen. Alberto C. 
Rosende, commander of  the Atlantic 
Division 75th Training Command. 

“So what does Veterans Day mean 
to us today?” Rosende asked. “Well, for 
me, it means a couple of  things. First, it 
means to do more to acknowledge and 
help veterans reintegrate and thrive 
in American civil society.” He contin-
ued to explain that simply thanking 
men and women for their service isn’t 
enough. Rosende encouraged everyone 
to “do more” by volunteering for more 
organizations that support and help 
veterans after war.

 “Secondly, understand that a vet-
eran’s experiences influence the man-
ner in which he or she approaches their 
reintegration to everyday life outside of  
their service.”

Following Rosende, Fredeen reen-
tered the stage to introduce Lt. Col. 
Joseph Shusko, a veteran who served 
in the United States Marine Corps for 
more than 30 years. Shusko also gradu-
ated from Rider in 1997 with a major 

in marketing. He was a member of  the 
ROTC program as well as the wrestling 
team.

Shusko stepped up to the podium, 
immediately expressing his gratitude 
and thanking Rider for “getting it 
right.” He explained how much the 
ceremony meant to him and acknowl-
edged all of  the hard work that went 
into making it a success. Forty years 
ago as a student at Rider, Shusko drove 
down to Philadelphia to join the pla-
toon leaders class of  the United States 
Marine Corps.

“Back then it wasn’t a real popu-
lar time to serve our country,” he 
said. Some people told him he was 
crazy, while others called him brave 
and admired his decision to serve his 
country.

Concluding the ceremonial speeches, 
Melville invited three Rider student vet-
erans to come forward for the wreath-
laying ceremony. “Let it be known that 
this wreath is in honor of  veterans of  
all around our great country,” he said.

Following the conclusion of  the 
ceremony, students and faculty stayed 
to thank the veterans. 

“Obviously these people give so 
much to our country,” said Larry 
Walker, junior global supply chain major 
and member of  the Rider ice hockey 
team. “We feel obligated to come and 
support.”

“We have some veterans on the 
team,” added sophomore global sup-
ply chain major Michael Katz. “Our 
trainer was in the Army so we came to 
show support for him.”

Director of the Office of Military and Veterans Affairs and Rider alumnus Russell Melville speaks at 
the Veteran’s Day ceremony on Nov. 9.

Em
ily

 K
el

le
y/

Th
e 

Ri
de

r N
ew

s

By Emily Kelley

ON Nov. 6, Rider students and 
their families gathered on the 
Lawrenceville and Princeton 
campuses for an annual tradi-

tion, a weekend full of  activities. From 
exhibits, choir performances and games 
to luncheons and athletics, the Office of  
Campus Life had something planned for 
all ages to enjoy.

Kicking off  three days of  activities, 
Westminster Choir College held open 
rehearsals that afternoon for both its 
first-year-student and second-year-
student choirs. Friends and family were 
welcomed to attend.

Later that night, Rider ice hockey 
got “pink in the rink” against Penn 
State University. The Loucks Ice Arena 
at The Lawrenceville School was 
decked out in pink to support breast 
cancer awareness for the entire month 
of  October.

At 10 p.m., students introduced their 
guests to one of  Rider’s monthly tradi-
tions — Bronc Bingo. All were packed 
tightly into the cafeteria with eyes fixed 
on winning the grand prize of  an Apple 
watch.

Early the next morning, parents 
and grandparents who are alumni of  
Rider and Westminster themselves were 
invited to attend the Legacy Family 
Breakfast in the Mercer Room of  
Daly’s Dining Hall to celebrate their 
shared connection to the university.

Guests had access to various other 
activities throughout the day, including 
an opportunity to help out all morning 

on the Campus Mall. Twelve thousand 
flags were strategically staked into the 
ground to commemorate and recognize 
all of  those who served in the military 
since the Civil War. 

In the Cavalla Room, the Office 
of  Campus Life held its annual 
Thanksgiving basket drive. Canned 
foods were donated and arranged into 
200 baskets. These baskets will be given 
to families of  Rider students who are 
facing financial difficulties at home.

One of  the most anticipated events 
of  the weekend, a performance from 

the Chicago Boyz, an acrobatic team 
from Chicago, was hosted by the 
Student Entertainment Council at 
2 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater. Families crowded into the 
theater, filling every seat and standing 
in the aisle to get a glimpse of  the team 
members who were semifinalists on 
America’s Got Talent (see story, p. 10).

The School of  Fine and Performing 
Arts hosted a showcase of  theater 
performances, dance numbers and 
highlights from the fall cabaret. Among 
these performances were scenes drawn 

from two campus productions, Catch Me 
If  You Can and Ubu Roi.

Anticipation built throughout the 
day for the final event on Saturday 
night. From 7 to 9 p.m., families who 
were pre-registered and selected to par-
ticipate gathered in the BLC for a game 
of  Family Feud hosted by Recreation 
Programs. Many of  those who entered 
won prizes.

Family Weekend ended the morn-
ing of  Nov. 8 with brunch available in 
the dining hall for students and their 
families.

Diverse activities for Family Weekend 
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Students and family attend the Family Weekend luncheon on Nov. 7, featuring a Thanksigivng-style meal as well as student performances.
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Opinion

LAST Thursday I felt like I was kicked in the stom-
ach. I went home and cried, the first time since 
the death of  my parents.   
What happened? At a 

town hall meeting, President 
Dell’Omo told the audience he 
had to close a budget deficit. He 
projected a list of  14 programs 
on a screen, announced, without 
explanation, their elimination, and asked 
if  there were any questions. That was it. 
He never met with the departments to 
explain his decision. He announced their 
elimination out of  the blue. 
      I graduated from Rider in 1967, the first philoso-
phy major. I received my Ph.D. in philosophy and 
came back to Rider to teach. For the past 40 years I’ve 
dedicated my professional life to building a robust, 

vibrant and excellent philosophy program, and in 
doing so, strengthening the academic life at Rider.   
Without warning, the president announced the eradi-

cation of  my department.
      Not only was this done in the most insensitive and 
distressing manner I can think of, it damages Rider.   
President Dell’Omo told students “these moves are 
being done to strengthen the university and strengthen 

the degrees that we have.” Yet, four years ago Rider 
hired an outside evaluator to assess the quality of  our 
major. The evaluator concluded, “This is an outstand-

ing philosophy department whose 
teaching, research, and curricular 
offerings are one of  Rider’s centers of  
excellence.” Yet, President Dell’Omo 
thinks eliminating it strengthens 
Rider.
      For the past 40 years, I’ve derived 
immeasurable value and satisfaction 
from my interactions with students 
and colleagues. I love my students 
and have consistently experienced 

their love for me. So, with sorrow, I am going to 
announce my retirement.

—Dr. Richard Burgh
Professor of  Philosophy

Alum, then professor, now reluctant retiree

Halpern: Administration numbers don’t add up
CONT’D FROM P. 7

AFTER finding out about the budget cuts, I was 
immediately saddened and disappointed. I 
found out through an email, and although I was 
not personally affected, I know plenty of  people 

who were. For any student, it can be devastating to 
wake up one day and find out that the passion you have 
been studying is suddenly considered unimportant by 
an institution. 

Close to 300 of  my fellow classmates and col-
leagues have had their majors or minors taken 
away from them, and I felt compelled to do some-
thing about it. I wrote a petition on the afternoon 
of  Thursday, Oct. 29, and that is when everything 
changed. 

Within a few hours, the petition gained over 80 
signatures. The reaction from the student body was 
immediate, and I put the petition online as well. 
I spent Halloween weekend developing ideas for 
proposals of  compromises that I could offer to the 
administration. I created the petition out of  a longing 
for an explanation, because a conversation took place 
that the students were left out of. I am learning more 
each day about how budgets operate, and my goal 
is to find out as much information as possible and 
inform students with accurate information. 

Rumors have been floating around, and I am 

debunking as many falsehoods as I can. Students pay 
tuition, and it is important 
for us to be able to under-
stand where our tuition dol-
lars are being spent. We may 
agree or disagree with where the 
money is going, but at the end of  
the day, we just want to know where 
the money flows. 

My goal with the petition 
was to create a commu-
nity-wide conversa-
tion regarding the 
importance of  learning 
and how a diverse array of  
majors and minors enhances 
the overall university community. I have friends who 
are learning how to speak German, and I have friends 
who are learning about advertising. These budget 
cuts would affect many different areas of  the institu-
tion and I just cannot help but think about how many 
people are hurt by this decision. 

I did not want any students to feel as though they 
would have to transfer over this. I am here to try to 
fix any holes and I am working to keep all majors and 
minors available for students to study at Rider. Some 

students 
may not 

have been 
directly 
affected, 

but still may 
have wanted to 

add the majors 
and minors that 

are scheduled 
to be elimi-
nated from the 

course roster. 
Being able to discuss 

a variety of  subjects with differ-
ent people allows everyone to benefit. At the 

lunch table in Daly’s, friends have shared their experi-
ences working with rocks in the science department, 
and others have taught me about art history and 
American studies. Diversity enhances the university, 
because we all benefit from each other. As a commu-
nity, we should be as informed as we can and make 
the best possible decisions about our education for 
ourselves. 

—Kenny Dillon
Sophomore political science and arts administration major

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

Students sign on to speak out against cuts

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

‘‘ For the past 40 years, I’ve derived immeasurable value and 
satisfaction from my interactions with students and colleagues.  I 
love my students and have consistently experienced their love for 
me.  So, with sorrow I am going to announce my retirement.” 

RICHARD BURGH, PROFESSOR, DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

and marketing departments to try to attract more 
students and retain the ones already enrolled.

“This fall, Drew’s enrollment was up and the num-
ber of  early applications for 2016 looks promising.”

At Rider, where the drop in enrollment was dra-
matically less than at Drew, our new president decided 
within three months of  arriving to slash 17 academic 
programs and lay off  14 faculty members. He made 
these decisions without any consultation beyond the 
very small circle of  upper administration. 

And he did this when not only are the reported 
numbers better than at these other schools, but where 
the so-called “facts” provided by the administration 
for this article are at best out of  context and at worst 
simply wrong. The two most problematic are the claim 
of  a 12 percent enrollment decline since 2010 and the 
claim by President Dell’Omo that “Rider just didn’t 
have enough students to cover its bills.”

Rider’s full-time undergraduate enrollment hit a 
peak in 2010 when it had the largest full-time under-
graduate student enrollment in its history of  4,074. 
From that historic high, full-time undergraduate 
enrollment has declined to 3,749. That is a reduction 
of  325 students or 8 percent. 

But to really understand what actually happened, 
we need to take a longer view. In 2005, the full-time 
undergraduate enrollment at Rider was 3,604. So, 

Rider’s present full-time undergraduate enrollment is 
145 students (4 percent) above its 2005 benchmark. In 
other words, Rider’s enrollment after a short period of  
extraordinarily high numbers has returned to about 
where it was 10 years ago. The anomaly is not our 
present enrollments, but rather the enrollment during 
the mid-period of  those 10 years. 

As for the claim by President Dell’Omo that the 
university took in less money than it spent (“Rider just 
didn’t have enough students to cover its bills,”), I can 
only say that this is untrue. In 2013-14, the univer-
sity’s audited financial statement showed a net positive 
operating cash flow of  $12.944 million and prelimi-
nary data provided by the university show $12.594 
million in operating cash flows in 2014-15. In simple 
terms, the university took in $12 million more than it 
spent in operating the institution in both these years. 

When the university points to a deficit, it is point-
ing to “Net Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets from 
Operations.” For the first time, the university showed 
a small deficit ($747,000) in this in 2015 after hav-
ing an accumulated increase in this line item of  the 
Audited Financial Statements of  $51.5 million since 
2005. 

More importantly. a deficit in net assets does not 
mean the university is spending more money than it 
is taking in. How this can be is best explained in the 

following quote from Rudy Frichtenbaum Ph.D, in 
Economics, who carried out an analysis of  the univer-
sity’s financial situation.

“Remember that even when net unrestricted 
revenue is negative that this calculation includes 
depreciation, which is a non-cash expense. In theory, 
an institution could continue to meet it obligations for 
years even if  revenue is less than expenses as long as 
the deficit is smaller than the depreciation expense. In 
other words, they could still pay all of  their vendors, 
pay for the utilities and employees while running an 
operating deficit,” Frichtenbaum said. 

“What is most important for operations is cash. 
And when you look at Rider’s cash flow — its operat-
ing cash flow — even if  you subtract interest pay-
ments, it is positive and healthy.”

Needless to say, Rider’s paper deficit is smaller than 
its depreciation expense.

I will end with one question that seems to have 
gone unanswered in all of  this. If  a negative number 
in this line item is a real deficit, then a positive num-
ber must be a real surplus; what exactly happened to 
the $51.5 million surplus that the institution showed 
over the last 10 years?

—Jeffrey Halpern, Ph.D.
Contract Administrator/Rider University AAUP





By Stephanie Curreri

FOR some students, traveling on their own for the 
first time can be frightening.  

However, junior accounting and international 
business major Nicole Alvarico had the time of  

her life during her study-abroad trip to Paris.  
During her five-month-long trip, she was able to 

rent a flat with her roommate. Living only 35 minutes 
from Notre Dame Cathedral, her location was perfect 
for taking the metro to wherever she wanted to go.

Among Paris’ many beautiful landmarks and note-
worthy locations, Alvarico had one particular favorite.  

“One specific thing [I loved] was going to the 
Louvre almost every other week,” she said. “I really 
love museums, so finding out that the Louvre was only 
a short metro ride away was fantastic. It really was the 
best, spending a nice, quiet day in the beautiful halls 
of  the Louvre and being able to end my day drinking 
tea at Mariage Frères, or drinking Angelina’s famously 
rich hot chocolate.” 

According to Assistant Director of  the Center for 
International Education Kimberly Algeo, studying 
abroad in Paris is an experience that many students 
don’t want to end.

“We send students to Paris every semester and sum-
mer,” she said. “Students that study in Paris absolutely 
love it and usually have a hard time coming home as 
they miss the Parisian lifestyle.”

During Alvarico’s trip, she was able to attend the 
American Business 
School in Paris, 
which is designed to 
incorperate a variety 
of  teaching styles for 
students who come to 
Paris.

“The American Business 
School wishes to take the best learning strategies of  
France and America to create diverse classes from stu-
dents all over the world,” Alvarico said. “I found that 

there was more of  a cooperative environment in my 
classes where group work was prioritized rather than 
individual work.” 

One major cultural difference stood out for 
Alvarico. Dining in France is very important, and 

restaurants focus 
on the customer 
to make sure 
the mood is set 
and that diners 
are more than 
comfortable.   

“I noticed 
that when eating out, servers expect you to sit down 
and talk for hours at a time,” said Alvarico. “It’s not 
like here in America where there is a push for speedy 

service.
Having a mentor alongside her in France, 

Alvarico would often hear remarks about the cultural 
differences.

“My mentor who aided me in France would joke 
that when you meet with someone for lunch in France, 
you’re also agreeing to have dinner with them,” she 
said.  

Despite her Paris adventure coming to an end, 
Alvarico is positive that her study-abroad experience is 
one that she won’t soon forget. 

“Although we weren’t living right in the center of  
the city, I loved my experience as I got to meet some 
locals who don’t typically meet tourists,” she said.

Business and art mix within the city of lights

By Modjina Ovil

FAMILY weekend featured many 
exciting events, including a per-
formance by The Chicago Boyz 
Acrobatic Team, who performed 

live in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater 
on Nov. 7.

The group is well known for its 
active performances that made it a top 
finalist on America’s Got Talent. 

“Our team got started based from 
my experience in circus performance.” 
said Coach Tim Shaw of  The Chicago 
Boyz. “At 13 years old, I was recruited 
by Ringling Brothers. That experience 
taught me much more than just per-
forming but about discipline, respect, 
character, integrity and education, and 
all of  those components that lead to 
success. So I decided to take the same 
concept mix and start The Chicago 
Boyz as a way to teach them what I’ve 
learned as a circus performer.” 

A YouTube clip from The Chicago 
Boyz performance on the America’s 
Got Talent season finale was showcased 
before the group began. For those who 
may have never seen a live acrobatic 
show, the clip was a great way to get the 
audience pumped up.

The performances featured Donte 
Hughes, Andre Williams, 11-year old 
Martavious Owten and coaches Tim 
Shaw and Eric Maxey.  

The Chicago Boyz show consisted 
of  hard-to-believe tricks including 
jumping over high and wide objects, 
followed by human pyramids and 
freestyle moves unique to each of  the 
performers.

Teamwork was immediately seen as 

a huge component within the group, 
so it was no surprise when the coach 
himself  joined in on the fun.

Maxey did an unusual handstand 
where his arms were folded but he was 
able to maintain proper balance on the 
floor. Hughes, known as “Batman,” 
performed an amazing body twist 
in the air. Williams, also known as 
“Superman” for his ability to fly over 
high and long objects and people, per-
formed a very fast and high twist-flip in 
the air. Owten, known as the “human 
jump rope,” combined unique flips and 
twists as he flew into to the air.

The Chicago Boyz did not want 
to keep the show’s excitement to 
themselves. Audience members were 
encouraged to participate. A father was 
chosen to stand in front of  a trampo-
line while the performers flipped over 
him. A second part to this segment of  
the performance featured the youngest 
member of  the group sitting on top of  
the dad while the rest of  the performers 
jumped over them. 

Toward the end of  the performance, 
six other audience volunteers were cho-
sen to participate. The volunteers took 
part in a soul train dance line, then 
formed a human chain. Performers 
jumped over the chain using the 
trampoline. 

The crazy stunts did not stop there.
Additional volunteers were chosen 

to join the human chain, totaling 11 
people whom the performers had to 
jump over. 

Mario Ramos, a freshman chem-
istry major, was one of  the volunteers 
who participated in The Chicago Boyz 

show. He was not hesitant to join in on 
the human chain. 

“I had a great time there,” he said. 
“I wasn’t nervous because I’ve experi-
enced this before at a pep rally from my 

previous school.” 
The Chicago Boyz performance left 

the audience excited and provided a 
great program for family enjoyment. 
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Performing some of their jump rope tricks are three members of the Chicago Boyz Acrobatic team: (from left to 
right) Donte Hughes, also known as “Batman,” ; Andre Williams, also known as “Superman,”; and Martavi-
ous Owten, also known as the “human jump rope” (on Williams’ shoulders).

R E V I E W

Jumps, flips and twists dazzle at Family Weekend
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Nicole Alvarico sits in front of the Louvre (left), where she spent a lot of her free time, and looks at the Ei�el Tower.

‘‘ It was really the best, spending a nice, quiet 
day in the beautiful halls of  the Louvre.” 
 NICOLE ALVARICO
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

The horn sounds to end Broncs’ season
By Brandon Ferris

A 3-2 loss to Quinnipiac on Nov. 6 
ended another successful season 
for the field hockey team. 

As the No. 3 seed in the 
MAAC tournament, Rider (12-7, 
4-2 MAAC) took on the No. 2 seed 
Quinnipiac in a thrilling semifinal 
game. When it looked like the game 
was headed to overtime for sure, the 
Bobcats scored on senior goalkeeper 
Joelle Prettyman off  a penalty corner 
with no time remaining on the clock. 

Rider suffered the tragic goal after 
taking a penalty in the 70th minute. 

Senior midfielder Rachel Ippolite 
acknowledged that although it’s not 
the way she wanted to end her Rider 
career, she’s proud of  the steps her 
team took this season.

“I am upset at how the game 
ended,” she said. “I felt like we domi-
nated most of  the game, but came up 
short at the end. However, as a whole, 
we did have a successful year and I am 
proud of  what we accomplished as a 
team.”

For the Broncs, freshman forward 
Angie Price and sophomore forward 
Shannon Hughes scored a goal apiece. 
Hughes scored the first of  the game at 
the 15-minute mark off  of  a rebound 
from the corner, and finished the sea-
son with four goals.  

Price scored her sixth goal of  the 
year in the 50th minute, tying the game 
at 2-2. Ippolite was able to notch an 
assist in her last collegiate game on 

Price’s goal. Price scored on a tip after 
a long pass by Ippolite who got her 
fourth assist of  the season. 

Despite the eventual turn of  events, 
Price agreed that her goal was an 
important one. 

“It was such a great feeling scor-
ing the goal, but mainly I was happy 
I did it for the team so we could keep 
in the game,” she said. “After I scored, 
I thought now we just have to get 
another one so we can win this. We 
were all pretty pumped up after the 
goal. I was really happy I could get on 
the end of  Rachel’s hit because she was 
playing so well and I wanted to do it for 
her and the seniors.” 

Price won MAAC Rookie of  the 
Week twice this year as a freshman. 

In her last collegiate game, 
Prettyman made four saves and was 
handed the loss, putting her record to 
10-5 on the year. Quinnipiac mustered 
11 total shots in the game. Rider had 
an impressive 14 shots throughout the 
game. However, only five were on goal.

Unfortunately for the Broncs, 
this was not the first time losing to 
Quinnipiac in 2015. They lost to the 
Bobcats earlier this season in similar 
fashion — a 3-2-overtime loss on Oct. 
23 at Ben Cohen Field. 

While being a member of  the NEC 
and the MAAC, the Broncs have 
qualified for the four-team conference 
tournament 16 years in a row. In 13 
of  those seasons, they made it to the 
championship game. 

For the team’s three seniors — 
Ippolite, Prettyman, and back Melyssa 
Alonso — now is a time to reflect on 
the success they’ve had while wearing 
Rider cranberry. 

“I’m very proud to say that each 
year I was a part of  this team, we made 
the playoffs, winning the NEC champi-
onship my freshman year and going to 
an NCAA play-in game,” Ippolite said. 
“What I’m most proud of  is finishing 
my career strong. Being a Division I 
athlete is the hardest thing I’ve ever 
experienced, but the most rewarding.”

Freshman midfielder Jessica 
Randazzo is very confident in the 

future of  this young team.
“We are all looking forward to earn-

ing our seniors a MAAC champion-
ship next season,” she said. “We have 
a young team and we’re all focused on 
growing and becoming better team-
mates. We have a very bright future.” 

Additional reporting by Brandon Scalea

Senior midfielder Rachel Ippolite earned an assist in a 3-2 loss to Quinnipiac in the MAAC semifinals.
N

ei
l D

av
is

/T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s



14 The Rider News    Nov. 11, 2015

Sports
W R E S T L I N G

Clagon stumbles but Broncs win two
By Brandon Scalea

THE nationally-ranked wrestling 
team began its 2015-16 campaign 
on Nov. 7, winning two of  three 
matches at the Eastern Michigan 

Duals in Ypsilanti, Michigan.
For the Broncs (2-1), the duals 

started with a match against Central 
Michigan, where they lost 18-15. They 
were then able to win two in a row 
against Utah Valley and Kent State — 
20-12, and 18-14, respectively. 

Sophomore B.J. Clagon, an All-
American who is currently ranked No. 
4 in the nation at 149 lbs, did not get 
off  to a great start. He won a major 
decision against Utah Valley, but went 
1-2 on the day. 

Although he struggled, he feels as 
though he’s still on track for a great 
season. 

“It really just comes down to cut-
ting my weight better,” Clagon said. “I 
perform my best when I feel great, so 
the main thing is to just maintain my 
weight better. I have to put these early 
matches aside and learn from them and 
just train harder.” 

However, a pair of  sophomores were 
able to step up. Michale Fagg-Daves 
(184 lbs.) and heavyweight Mauro 
Correnti won two matches apiece. 
Junior Wayne Stinson (174 lbs.) was 
also able to win two out of  three, only 
coming up short to the No. 9 ranked 
wrestler in the nation in the weight 
class. 

Stinson was happy about the way he 

wrestled in the duals and credited it to 
his hard work in the offseason. 

“I felt good about my perfor-
mance,” he said. “I thought I wrestled 
hard, even in the match I didn’t win. 
I am working on the things I need to 
improve on so I can help my team.”

Senior Conor Brennan, the two-time 
defending Eastern Wrestling League 
champion at 165, won three matches, 
including another major decision. 

Brennan has succeeded as a Bronc, 
and this year, he said he is looking to 
reach new heights in his final season. 

“I’m really looking forward to what 
this season brings and accomplishing 
everything I’ve trained for,” he said. 
“I’m looking for that third conference 
title and to get to the top of  the podium 
at nationals.” 

Against Central Michigan (2-0), only 
three Broncs picked up individual wins. 
Brennan picked up an 8-4 win while 
Fagg-Daves and junior Ryan Wolfe won 
8-6 and 13-6, respectively. 

In the win against Utah Valley (1-2), 
junior Paul Kirchner was able to win 
at 141, while senior Curt Delia picked 
up the win at 157. Also in the match, 
highly-touted 157-pound sophomore 
Chad Walsh, who went 33-7 last sea-
son, picked up a win and went 1-1 on 
the day. 

Walsh felt that once the team settled 
down, it was able to dominate matches 
like last season. 

“I feel like this weekend was a wake-
up call for our team as whole,” Walsh 

said. “We got caught sleeping in our 
first match and fell behind early, but 
we still battled back and finished the 
day strong. We are finding our groove 
and throwing caution to the wind out 
there and I’m very excited for future 
tournaments.”

In the Kent State (2-1) match, the 
Broncs received notable performances 
from senior Jimmy Morris and Stinson. 
At 141, Morris won his bout convinc-
ingly, 11-4. Stinson picked up the win 
at 174 by a score of  7-5. 

Rider will compete again on Nov. 
22 at the competitive Keystone Classic, 
held at the Palestra in Philadelphia. 
The tournament will include some 

of  the East Coast’s best wrestling 
programs, including N.C. State, 
Bloomsburg, and Duke. 

Clagon feels that because he and the 
team have gained national recognition, 
there is a target on their backs. They 
need to avoid this and just focus on 
wrestling. 

“My expectations are like everyone 
else; every wrestler has high goals,” he 
said. “Everyone wants to be a national 
champion and bring notoriety to their 
school. I have to ignore the hype and 
just work harder because of  the expec-
tations placed on me. As a team, we 
have to stay humble and focus on the 
goals we have set for this year.” 

Ranked No. 4 in the nation at 149, B.J. Clagon went only 1-2 at the Eastern Michigan Duals on Nov. 7.
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W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Defending champs dethroned in semis
By Carlos Toro

THE women’s soccer team’s run 
for a second straight conference 
championship ended on Nov. 6 
when they lost to Manhattan in 

the MAAC Championship semifinals.
Despite having one of  its best 

offensive performances of  the season, 
finishing with 24 total shots, Head 
Coach Drayson Hounsome attributes 
the 3-1 loss to defensive mistakes that 
Monmouth capitalized on.

“Unfortunately, the Manhattan 
keeper was in inspiring form and made 
a career high 15 saves,” Hounsome 
said. “We had a couple of  defensive 
lapses that in other games we may 
have got away with. Unfortunately 
Manhattan made us pay for those small 
errors capitalizing on their chances 
efficiently.”

The Broncs were on the wrong side 
of  the scoreboard when the first goal 
came in the 35th minute as Manhattan 
senior midfielder Erica Modena made 
a cross into the box and junior forward 
Lizzy Carlson scored onto the near 
post. Carlson entered the game in the 
20th minute off  the bench.

By halftime, both teams had similar 
offensive numbers with Rider holding 
a slight advantage in total shots 8-7 
and a 2-1 corner kick advantage at 
intermission. 

Carlson scored again in the 53rd 
minute when sophomore midfielder 
Emma Saul had her shot blocked and 
Carlson scored on the rebound. This 

was Carlson’s sixth goal of  the season.
Rider encountered even more prob-

lems when Modena scored her 12th 
goal of  the season five minutes later 
when she dribbled down on the left side 
of  the field and then shot the ball into 
the far post to give the Jaspers a 3-0 
lead. 

It was only the second time this sea-
son that a Rider opponent scored three 
goals in a game.

The Broncs needed to score goals 
in a hurry and managed to shoot 
the ball 16 times in the second half. 

Unfortunately, only one of  those shots 
found the back of  the net and it was 
not enough to pull off  the comeback.

Senior back Tara Ballay, playing in 
her final game as a Bronc, scored her 
third goal of  the season and 20th in her 
career when she scored on a rebound 
from a blocked shot. 

Despite the three goals allowed, 
junior goalkeeper Bethany-May 
Howard had another productive game, 
finishing with nine saves. Sophomore 
midfielder Ellie Smith led the team 
with five total shots. 

As the clock hit zero, the Broncs 
season was over. The Broncs could not 
carry the momentum from their 4-1 
home victory against Niagara in the 
first round of  the MAAC Tournament 
on Oct. 31.

Ballay said the game was somewhat 
of  a reflection of  the team’s season.

“Overall, we had our ups and downs 
all year,” she said. “Looking at the 
number of  injuries we had, we did a 
fantastic job of  coming back and doing 
as well as we did.”

While the team was disappointed it 
did not win a conference champion-
ship, Hounsome believes that another 
year under the team’s belt will be good 
for them as they look to improve for 
next year. 

“We will continue to improve the 10 
elements of  play that we focused on as 
being key to our success,” Hounsome 
said. “We improved significantly this 
year and will continue that process of  
improving.”

Despite the loss, Hounsome is 
excited about the future of  this young 
team.

“Although as a team we never 
accomplished the goal of  winning 
back-to-back championships, many 
program milestones were set along the 
way, including the perfect 7-0 season at 
home,” Hounsome said. “As the young-
est team in the playoffs, the playoff  
defeat is a stepping stone for future suc-
cess and future championships.”

Senior back Tara Ballay scored a goal in the final game of her Rider career, a 3-1 loss in the semifinal.
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