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MAJOR CUTBACKS
By Thomas Regan and Alexis Schulz

AS Rider continues to wage war on 
a projected $7.6 million financial 
deficit, the university announced 
14 academic programs would be 

cut and 14 faculty members, most of  
them tenured, would be laid off.

The decisions to slice 13 majors 
and 1 minor and downsize three other 
majors to minors came after an unan-
nounced “prioritization” of  disciplines, 

according to President Gregory 
Dell’Omo, who delivered the unex-
pected news at a Town Hall meeting on 
Oct. 29, beating a contractural dead-
line of  Oct. 31 to reveal any layoff.

“We sought to lower the impact on 
students by closing or curtailing low-
enrollment programs, those programs 
with low market demand and those 
courses that are elective options in 
other degrees,” Dell’Omo told a packed 

audience of  600 faculty and staff  in the 
Cavalla Room. Other viewed from the 
Westminster campus via simulcast. 

The educational casualties are Art, 
Advertising, American Studies, Business 
Education, French, Geosciences, 
German, Italian minor, Marine 
Science, Philosophy, Piano, Web 
Design, B.A. in economics and the 
graduate program of  Organizational 
Leadership. In addition, the university 

will be curtailing its majors in Business 
Economics, Entrepreneurial Studies 
and Sociology, and making them 
minors.

Words of  protest were heard from 
faculty in the meeting, student peti-
tions started (see page 2), and the Rider 
chapter of  the American Association 
of  University 
Professors 
(AAUP) called 

Administrators 
grilled on cuts 
Students question college choice
By Gianluca D’Elia and Thomas Albano

SOPHOMORE Jenna Raisley came to Rider as an 
advertising major and web design minor, and 
hoped to leave with a career in one of  those fields. 
Well, not anymore.

She felt lost and hurt, and she made it known to 
President Gregory Dell’Omo, Provost DonnaJean 
Fredeen and Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell 
at an open forum hosted by the Student Government 
Association (SGA) on Nov. 3.

“It destroyed me. I chose Rider for this major and 
now what I want to do in life is no longer available 
to me or to others,” Raisley said. “If  you were in my 
shoes and you just found out that both your major and 
minor were cut, and you had to pick classes at 7 a.m. 
the next morning, you’d feel lost, too.”

Raisley was one of  many students who voiced 
their opinions at the SGA open forum. The forum’s 
purpose was to address students who were affected by 
or opposed to the recent cuts, which saw 14 academic 
programs eliminated and the transition of  three pro-
grams from majors to minors.

The 442-seat theater was filled to near-capacity, 
and by no means quiet. At least one-fourth of  the 
crowd brought decorated signs with messages such as 
“My major bled cranberry when you cut it,” “Do the 
math, we can’t afford to cut business,” and “It’s not a 
great day to be a Bronc.”

While many in the crowd were displeased with 
the situation, Dell’Omo said Rider has had financial 
problems that go back to about 2009 — they just 
became more urgent this year.

“At the convocation in September, I made remarks 
to the faculty and staff  that even though we were 
proud of  celebrating our 150th anniversary and the 
university had accomplished a great deal, so much so 
it attracted me to come to the university, we did face 
some real tough realities.

“When you look at our numbers over the last six 
years, we have declining enrollments. We lost 360 
students in the last six years, and that’s just under-
graduate students at this university. This year gets 
even more magnified when we saw a shortfall of  the 
freshman class — at a time we had a record number 
of  applications and the largest amount of  financial aid 
we gave to our admittants.”

The president addressed 
rumors about himself  when 

Protest signs sprout at the SGA open forum on Nov. 3, including the one above, held by Katelyn Kelly of Wolcott, Connecticut.

Faculty votes 
to negotiate
By Brandon Scalea

RIDER faculty voted Nov. 3 to open negotiations 
with administrators aimed at reversing the pro-
gram cuts and layoffs that were announced on 
Oct. 29. 

The decision was announced following a meeting in 
the Cavalla Room of  Rider’s chapter of  the American 
Association of  University Professors (AAUP), which 
some 300 faculty members attended. The negotiations 
must be completed by 23 days from Oct. 29; other-
wise, the next step is arbitration. 

At the meeting, faculty members expressed a 
variety of  opinions, according to some who attended. 
Many spoke passionately and displayed solidarity with 
colleagues who face termination. Jeffrey Halpern, 
associate professor of  sociology and chief  negotiating 

officer for Rider’s chapter of  the AAUP, agreed with 
some of  the faculty in attendance that it is essential for 
Rider to change to meet changing times, but feels the 
faculty and student voices need to be involved in these 
changes. 

“Normal institutions do change over time,” said 
Halpern. “But they change through broad-based con-
versations, normal governance processes, and input 
with looking humanely at 
the consequences of  those 
changes.”
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Small Exaggeration 
What time was it? On Nov. 1 at 1:30 a.m., Public 

Safety became aware of an alcohol violation by two 
underage students in the BLC. The officer observed a 
female student sitting in a chair and having problems 
maintaining balance. When asked how much she 
drank, she responded, “It was 12:00.” An ambulance 
was notified to come and evaluate her. Another 
female approached the officer and said she wanted to 
escort the first student to her dorm. The first student 
got up and walked with her. Public Safety observed 
the second student was staggering. They were 
stopped and asked about how much she drank and 
one of them replied “Not much.” 

They both departed and at that point both were 
deemed coherent. Both were charged with alcohol 
violations and failure to comply. The matter has been 
referred to the Office of Community Standards.

Elephant in the room
It had to be addressed eventually. On Oct. 29 at 

3:13 p.m., Public Safety was dispatched to Olson Hall. 
Upon arrival, a female student stated that she noticed 
a glass elephant on a desk in the room she was in that 
might be used to smoke suspected marijuana. There 
was no evidence of suspected marijuana residue on 
the glass elephant. Public Safety took the property for 
further investigation. The investigation is continuing. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y ’ S  V I C K I E  W E A V E RUniting the �ght to save majors

By Thomas Albano

NO students were pres-
ent in the Cavalla Room 
when President Gregory 
Dell’Omo announced the 

cuts of  programs and faculty on 
Oct. 29. But, when all received an 
email at 1:13 p.m., time stopped for 
some. Others sprang into action.

Students started petitions and 
formed groups to protest the cuts. 
Two petitions were posted on 
change.org, one specifically aimed 
at preserving the piano program 
at Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) and the other objecting 
to the overall changes and lack of  
student input. 

The piano petition, set up by 
junior music education major 
Eric (John) Roper, reached 1,229 
supporters as of  8:54 p.m. on Nov. 
3. The title “Support the Piano 
Program at Westminster Choir 
College” reflects the fact that 
though the majors are going away, 
classes are still being offered.

Still, he feels Dell’Omo made a 
mistake by not including the voice 
of  the Rider student body.

“I think that trying to meet 
deadlines kind of  influenced his 
position to just, out of  the spur, 
throw everybody into the fray,” 
Roper said. “I think that the situ-
ation was handled very poorly. 
Some sort of  presence by students 
would’ve been a useful thing.” 

Kade DePack, a sopho-
more entrepreneurship major 

with a French minor, was one 
of  those who first learned of  
the cuts through Dell’Omo’s 
announcement. 

“My roommate asked me if  
I saw the email, and I was like, 
‘What email? Oh look, there’s my 
major and there’s my minor,’” 
DePack said.

Students on the WCC campus 
share sympathy for the students 
and faculty affected, even if  they 
do not know them personally, 
Roper said. He mentioned Jack 
Sullivan, professor of  English and 
director of  the American Studies 
program, who has taught courses 
at Westminster.

“He’s well-liked by everybody,” 
Roper said. “So the fact that 
American studies was on that list 
as well, we were very upset to hear 
that.”

The other petition, “Oppose 
Rider University’s Decision to Cut 
Majors, Minors, and Graduate 
Degrees!” which had 1,465 sup-
porters online as of  8:54 p.m. on 
Nov. 3, was set up by a group on 
the Lawrenceville campus dubbed 
the “Save My Major Coalition.” 
The board was formed by sopho-
more political science and arts 
administration double major 
Kenny Dillon.

The student response to 
the petition, Dillon said, was 
rapid.

“Before I can get the thing 
printed and stapled, I have people 

with me ready to sign it,” he said.
Dillon says one of  the main 

reasons that “Save My Major” was 
founded was because, like Roper, 
he felt Dell’Omo mishandled the 
situation. Students should have 
been included in the decision mak-
ing, he said.

“I feel like it was cold,” Dillon 
said. “I know it was done behind 
closed doors, and as the tuition-
payer I feel left out of  a conversa-
tion that affects me and others like 
me directly.”

A third protest movement, 
“Bring Back GEMS at Rider,” 
was formed on Facebook on Oct. 
30. Started by Pilar Melani, ’15, 
its aim is to restore the geological, 
environmental and marine science 
programs that were cut. Melani is 
encouraging students and alumni, 
regardless of  year or major, to 
contact Dell’Omo about how the 
cuts are affecting education.

She criticized the president’s 
methodology. 

“He looked at what programs 
were the smallest and had the 
least ‘success’ for alums and cut 
those out,” she said. “But he forgot 
what Rider is known for: our 
small, student-centered classes and 
departments.”

Roper said students are taking 
none of  this lightly. 

“They feel blindsided and they 
feel they weren’t informed,” he 
said. 

C O R R E C T I O N S
Because of  an editing error, a quotation in the Oct. 
28 edition about the men’s 400 free relay in swim-
ming was misattributed. The quote should have been 
attributed to William Molloy, not his brother Zack 
Molloy. The article “Insane tyrant to invade the 
theater” had the writer’s name spelled incorrectly. It 
is Janeen M. Edwards. 
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News
$100m later, Newark schools still struggle
By Shanna O’Mara

FACEBOOK founder Mark Zuckerberg donated $100 
million to Newark’s schools with the intent to 
transform them through programs and advancing 
technology. However, the execution of  his plan did 

not accomplish all that he hoped. 
Author of The New York Times bestseller The Prize: 

Who’s In Charge of  America’s Schools?, Dale Russakoff  
spoke on Oct. 28 about how money is allocated in 
urban education.

The event at Rider was sponsored by the Rebovich 
Institute for New Jersey Politics.

While watching The Oprah Winfrey Show on Sept. 
24, 2010, Russakoff  admitted she was “absolutely 
electrified to see this very young billionaire” make his 
pledge, and “also to hear [United States Sen.] Cory 
Booker and [Gov.] Chris Christie talk about using it 
to revolutionize education in Newark, to do what so 
many people agreed was the most important challenge 
facing the country: at last to make public education 
work for the poorest children.”

From that, Russakoff  began reporting for her first 
book. Reporting gave her “an opportunity to look 
from the ground level at the working of  the education 
reform movement.”

While investigating, Russakoff  found that students 
in Newark charter schools tended to be more success-
ful than those in public schools. 

“While charter schools do not outperform public 
schools on a national basis, children in Newark char-
ters do perform better on standardized tests than their 
district school peers,” she said. 

This disparity between Newark schools and those 
of  other American urban cities dates back to the 
1930s, according to Russakoff.

During the Great Depression, “the school sys-
tem collapsed along with the city,” she said. “It had 
become so corrupt and so neglectful of  children that 
in 1995 the state of  New Jersey seized control of  it. 
One statement in the investigative report said it all: 
‘The longer children remain in the Newark public 
schools, the less likely they are to be successful.’”

This historical context helped Russakoff  get her 
point across to students in the audience.

“It helped that she provided information on the 
origins of  the issue,” said sophomore political science 
major Jelani Walker, who is a graduate of  Newark 
schools.

The state was in control of  these schools for 15 
years until the two politicians came together to work 
on education reform.

“Booker and Christie wanted to expand charter 
schools, close failing district schools, revolutionize 
the teacher’s union contract so as to fire the weakest 

teachers and reward the best ones with merit pay, and 
create a state-of-the-art data system for the remaining 
district schools so as to hold everyone accountable for 
student improvement,” Russakoff  said. 

Booker assured Zuckerberg that, with this plan, 
schools would perform efficiently, students would test 
better and he could take this model “to one city after 
the next, solving the education crisis in all of  urban 
America.”

“He did end up spending that $100 million and 
matching funders spent another $100 million, but five 
years have now elapsed, and there’s no model of  edu-
cational excellence in Newark,” Russakoff  said.

Russakoff  began looking into the strategic teaching 
plans of  district schools, finding that many children 
were affected by outside forces that hindered their per-
formance in class. All too often, children were exposed 
to drugs, alcohol and violence at a young age.

“One thing I learned about education in cities 
is the ecosystem,” Russakoff  said. “Changes in one 
area have consequences in another, many of  them 
unintended.” 

Negativity at home can affect performance in the 
classroom, she said.

Although the money was spent on system 
changes so that these schools resembled businesses, 

Zuckerberg, Booker and Christie failed to fund social 
reform that would improve the focus of  students. 
Many students “simply can’t learn because of  trauma 
from their daily lives in Newark,” Russakoff  said. 

Sophomore political science major Lilly Miller was 
taken aback by the choices Booker and Christie made 
in regards to reforming the educational system.

“I was surprised that the money wasn’t actually 
given to change the quality of  the education, but 
actually, it went to systematic changes,” Miller said. “I 
was surprised by the facts she presented. The way she 
explained it was definitely down-to-earth. I was able 
to understand it even though I’m not an expert on this 
subject.”

The money allocation plan was formulated without 
the input of  Newark teachers, administrators or resi-
dents. Had the governor and funder engaged the best 
teachers and administrators, this might have resulted 
in “a very different approach than the one they took in 
Newark.”

“The money donated by Mark Zuckerberg and 
others is doubling the number of  children in Newark 
charter schools,” Russakoff  said. “This is, in most 
cases, a significant improvement for those children. 
But 60 percent of  children in Newark remain in 
district schools, and the public system is in distress in 
part as a result of  the exodus of  children and dollars 
to the charter schools. To make ends meet, the district 
has been closing and consolidating schools, laying off  
social workers and other support staff  and transferring 
thousands of  students. From kindergarten through 
eighth grade in traditional public schools, perfor-
mance has gone down, not up, in the years since the 
Zuckerberg gift.”

According to Russakoff, $60 million was spent on 
expanding charter schools, $50 million on new teach-
ers’ contracts that holds them accountable for effective 
instruction and $20 million was spent on school con-
sultants, many of  whom are paid up to $1,000 a day.

By simply stating the facts, Russakoff  remained 
detached from the issue while providing all of  the 
information her audience members needed to take a 
stance of  their own.

“This was among the first times it was brought up 
objectively,” Walker said. “There was no bias. Usually, 
I have to sift through information that was given to 
me, depending on which side it was provided by, but 
she was objective. That was refreshing.” 

Zuckerberg and his wife have recently announced 
that they will continue to invest in the American edu-
cation system and “will work to understand the desires 
of  communities and the complex needs of  children 
they hope to help,” Russakoff  said.

Student business team trumps regional competition
By Julia Corrigan 

THERE were two to four judges, nine 
other competitors and a cam-
corder recording everything when 
Pi Sigma Epsilon (PSE) partici-

pated in a marketing and development 
competition at PSE’s two-day Northeast 
Regional Conference on Oct. 30-31. 

In this challenge, called the Pro-Am 
Sell-A-Thon, students like Mike Cong, 
senior global supply chain management 
major, and Devon Downs, senior eco-
nomics major, had 12 minutes to sell a 
case to a buyer, adapting to the buyer’s 
objections or problems. 

For the competition in Langhorne, 
Pennsylvania, Cong became a seller 
for MultiView, a digital marketing 
company. The company he was trying 
to sell to was LiveRoof, a hybrid green 
roof  company. 

PSE is an organization that focuses 
on preparing students for the market-
ing, sales and management industry 
and has many benefits, according 
to Downs. Despite being business-
oriented, the organization welcomes 
students from every major.  

“What we had to do is sell a 

couple of  packages from MultiView to 
LiveRoof,” said Cong. “But during the 
actual competition, the buyer is going 
to have some objections or problems. 
For instance, [the buyer] is not able to 
make the final decision about being 
able to purchase our product, the buyer 
has a low marketing budget, or the 
buyer could say their business is doing 
great right now and doesn’t need our 
help.” 

However, the seller is not supposed 
to talk the whole time, according to 
Cong. Both the buyer and seller have 
the goal to talk through questions and 
needs of  both parties. Then, the seller 
delivers the sales pitch to try to con-
vince the buyer. 

Both Cong and Downs were chosen 
as finalists out of  about 30 other par-
ticipants. They were judged on their 
entire presentation, including their sales 
pitch, the way they spoke, whether they 
could close and if  they could close the 
sale within the 12-minute time limit.  

In addition to this selling competi-
tion, attendees of  the conference also 
had the opportunity to participate in a 
marketing challenge, public speaking 

competition, career fair and workshops 
as well as attend speeches and network 
with companies and peers. 

This year’s host school was The 
College of  New Jersey, and the confer-
ence took place at a Sheraton. Seven 
students from Rider attended. 

Other colleges at the conference 
were the University of  Connecticut and 
Byrant University. 

One of  the advantages students can 
gain from PSE is professional develop-
ment, Downs said. 

“We bring in a number of  highly 
competitive companies from many 
industries,” Downs said. “They teach 
our members different lessons that they 
can bring into the workforce.” 

In addition, PSE holds several 
workshops and classes a year to equip 
members with the skills needed for 
future careers. 

“Right now we have 100 percent job 
placement in our members,” Downs 
said. “There’s also scholarship opportu-
nities. Last year, PSE gave out $60,000 
in scholarships.” 

Besides the regional conference, 
chapters of  PSE travel to a different 

location each year for the national 
competition. This year, it is being held 
in Milwaukee. In the past three years, it 
has been held in Houston, Miami and 
San Diego. 

At the conventions, members of  
PSE are able to meet with other highly 
motivated students and create bonds 
that last a lifetime. 

“You make these connections, and 
they turn out to be friends,” Downs 
said. “I’ve met people from all over the 
country that I still talk to, even though I 
met them two years ago. I was only able 
to talk to them for a couple of  days and 
I still talk to them on a regular basis.” 

The competitions PSE participates 
in prepare students when it comes to 
getting a job, Downs said. 

“The conferences give you that 
edge over your competition because 
you’re fighting for a spot,” he said. “If  
you have this experience compared to 
someone who doesn’t, an employer is 
mostly going to contact you.” 

Dale Russakoff speaks to audience members in the Mercer 
Room about the plan to revamp Newark schools on Oct. 28.
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Arts&Entertainment

By Alison Houghton

IT was 8 a.m. on a Saturday, but 100 college students 
were suited up and ready for Rider’s first 5K Color 
Run.

Sponsored by the Rider National Panhellenic 
Council (NPC), the Nov. 1 event started with a lap 
around the Rider track, then continued on a scenic 
course that twisted through the back end of  campus. 

Many members of  Greek Life participated and vol-
unteered at the 5K, and many Rider students signed 
up to run as well. Lawrence residents and The College 
of  New Jersey students also showed up to support the 
Rider community.

“It was great seeing so many people from not just 
Greek Life or Rider, but our local community come 
out and support us,” said junior business education 
major Alexis Esposito.

As the course wove behind the baseball and softball 
fields, and eventually back behind auxiliary services 
and storages, volunteers threw colored powder, rang-
ing from hot pink to orange, at runners every quarter 
mile.

“My favorite part was getting splashed with the 
different colors,” said senior business administration 
major Ashley Solon. 

Over 100 runners donated the entry fee, which 
raised $3,325 for the NPC’s philanthropy, Circle 
of  Sisterhood, a non-profit organization devoted to 
breaking down education barriers for women all over 
the globe. 

Rider’s NPC adopted Circle of  Sisterhood as its 
new campus-wide philanthropy for all the sororities on 
campus last Spring, and the sisters could not be hap-
pier to be supporting their new cause.

“It was wonderful to help support Circle of  
Sisterhood,” Esposito said. “So many members of  
different sororities across campus came out, and it was 
just so wonderful to see.” 

After this year’s success, Rider’s NPC is hoping to 
make the Color Run a tradition.  

Splashed with 
colors galore

By Modjina Ovil

THE 1960s was a time when there 
were “good girls” and “bad girls,” 
and nothing in between, accord-
ing to Cynthia Lucia, director 

of  Rider’s Film and Media Studies 
program, and author of  the soon-to-be 
published book, Natalie Wood: Hollywood 
History and Its Final Child.

Lucia recently returned from 
Warwick University in the United 
Kingdom. There, she spoke about her 
book, which is a critical study of  the 
movies of  Wood, a teen star of  the 
1950s who went on to be one of  the top 
adult stars of  the 1960s. 

“It was a time in American culture 
where there was a division about what 
was perceived in ‘good girls’ and ‘bad 
girls,’” said Lucia. “A couple of  Natalie 
Wood’s movies deal with this subject. 
Sometimes they reaffirm the good girl 
perception and sometimes they don’t.”

Lucia hopes readers will learn about 
the profound lifestyle changes that most 
female actresses have gone through 
while in Hollywood. For decades, 
Hollywood has carried conflicting 
imagery for women.

“This isn’t a biography — it’s a 
critical study of  a number of  fascinat-
ing movies in which [Wood] starred,”  
Lucia said. “I’m hoping readers will 
want to look thoughtfully at her mov-
ies, all of  which powerfully capture 
the times of  a culture that was so 
confused about female sexuality and a 
Hollywood industry equally confused 
about how to represent it.”

The book also mentions major 
American movies such as Rebel Without 
a Cause, and censorship debates about 
a number of  Wood’s 1950s and 1960s 
movies. Filmmakers were expected to 
follow production codes, which were 
lists of  what was allowed to be included 
in films and what was not.

“At the time Wood was coming of  
age, the production code was weaken-
ing,” Lucia said. “By 1968, it disap-
peared and it became the rating system 
it is today. You can’t begin to imagine 
how, even a word or a phrase in the 
script, becomes the subject of  detailed 
negotiations between film direc-
tors and the PCA (Production Code 
Administration). Can you imagine that 
huge directors and industry executives 
would devote long letters — before the 
age of  email — to such a concern?”

An example Lucia gave was a line 
in Wood’s movie, Splendor in the Grass. 
In the film, Wood’s character “was 
considered a ‘bad girl’ and the guys 
know this.”

The original line in question was 
“Juanita knows what it’s for.” The 
people who made the production code 
thought this was too explicit. It was 
then changed to “Juanita knows what 
it’s all about.”

Lucia was able to deliver her lecture 
in Warwick’s comfortable atmosphere. 
Located in a beautiful countryside, the 
U.K. university welcomed her. 

“Warwick has wonderful funding 
and support for scholars,” said Lucia. 
“They support scholars and expose 

their students to the work of  scholars. 
There were others constantly coming 
and going from the Cryfield Grange 
location where we were staying. It was 
so wonderful to experience such sup-
port and genuine interest in advancing 
ideas and scholarship.”

Lucia said Rider’s support also was 
central to her research.

“I was so truly gifted by a wonder-
ful Rider University sabbatical during 
Spring 2015,” she said. “During that 
time, I was able to visit film archives 

in Los Angeles, Connecticut and New 
York City. I’ve gathered so much mate-
rial, the challenge is finding the time to 
write, research, and put it all together. 
During the school year, teaching and 
student needs are always my priority.

“But I always try get back to it, 
when I can. I’m looking forward to 
having a chunk of  time in January and 
next summer.”

Additional reporting by Emily Klingman.
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Cynthia Lucia (right) and Jennifer Smyth, a Warwick Univesity professor of American Studies, in Trafalgar 
Square, in London.

Professor dives into Natalie Woods’ life of controversy
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More than 100 students and community members showed their support for Rider’s NPC and Circle of Sisterhood at the campus’ �rst Color Run. 
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Sweet 16: Broncs back in playoffs
By Brandon Scalea

FOR the 16th consecutive season, the 
Rider field hockey team is playoff  
bound. 

The Broncs headed into their 
final three regular season games in a 
do-or-die situation. In order to qualify 
for the postseason, they had to win 
them all. Thanks to a Senior Day win 
on Oct. 25 and a pair of  1-0 victories, 
Rider will look to erase last season’s dis-
appointing loss in the MAAC title game 
and take the crown this year. 

Although the playoffs are familiar 
territory for Head Coach Lori Hussong, 
she is still happy with her team’s late-
season run. 

“We could not be prouder of  our 
team,” Hussong said. “The way we’ve 
seen them pull together and play tough, 
smart field hockey is amazing. After 
losing two conference games, we easily 
could have given up and headed in an 
opposite direction. But we dug deep 
and played with a sense of  urgency.”

On Oct. 30, Rider (12-6, 4-2 
MAAC) traveled to Smithfield, Rhode 
Island, to take on Bryant. Senior goal-
keeper Joelle Prettyman did not have to 
make a save in the contest, but picked 
up the shutout in a big road win for the 
Broncs.

After a scoreless first half, Bryant 
(3-15, 1-4 MAAC) came out flying in 
the second. The Bulldogs barraged 
Prettyman with shots that were blocked 
in front, including one that rolled just 
wide of  the left post. 

Thankfully for the Broncs, the 

momentum shifted. After they cleared 
the defensive zone, sophomore forward 
Shannon Hughes tipped in a pass 
from midfield to give the Broncs the 
lone, deciding goal. Sophomore back 
Kesheal Henderson picked up the assist 
on the long pass. 

Hughes felt as though she was sim-
ply in the right place at the right time. 

“The only reason I was able to score 
that goal was because of  my team-
mates,” Hughes said. “Kesheal had 
an amazing touch in the circle that 
allowed me to get to the ball and have a 
shot on goal.”

Although the score did not show it, 
Rider dominated the game offensively. 
They outshot Bryant 9-6 and held a 
5-1 advantage in penalty corners. The 
Broncs were able to beat the Bulldogs 
for the seventh time in eight tries. 

Against Siena on Nov. 1, it was a 
similar story for the Broncs. This time, 
junior forward Carlie Spaeder scored 
the game’s only goal. Spaeder’s game-
winning goal, her 10th of  the season, 
came 2:48 into the second half. Hughes 
provided the lone assist. 

Even though Spaeder has the 
second-most goals on the team, she said 
the team’s chemistry is the reason for 
her success.

“We all have each other’s backs. It’s 
great to know that we are there for each 
other and stick together in the toughest 
times,” she said. “Our mindset heading 
into the playoffs is to continue this and 
be all-in.”

Hussong said that her team relies on 

Spaeder in key situations.
“Carlie’s goal was huge on Sunday 

and was set up beautifully by Shannon 
Hughes,” Hussong said. “It’s really 
important for her and our other for-
wards to continue to think to attack 
every time they have the ball on their 
sticks. The more shots we can get, the 
more we can score.” 

Like the previous game, Prettyman 
did not need to do much in the goal 
crease. Rider dominated the offen-
sive side of  the game with 10 shots to 
Siena’s two. The Broncs also held an 
advantage of  7-3 in penalty corners. 

Also in this year’s four-team con-
ference playoff  are Monmouth, 
Quinnipiac and Fairfield. The Broncs 
will take on the second-seeded Bobcats 

in the first game, with a chance to 
play for the MAAC Championship. 
Quinnipiac beat the Broncs 3-2 earlier 
this year. 

Hussong believes that the playoffs 
are a new game; all previous match-ups 
are simply history. 

“As most people know, playoff  time 
is not about who is the most skilled in 
the tournament, but who wants it more, 
who’s peaking at the right time,” she 
said. “Losing to Quinnipiac earlier this 
year should give us twice the motivation 
to get the job done and move on to the 
finals.”

Sophomore forward Shannon Hughes scored the only goal in a 1-0 win against Bryant on Oct. 30. 
N

ei
l D

av
is

/T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s






