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CONCERT BRINGS BIG TALENT
Rider will welcome hip-hop and R&B artist Big 
Sean, along with Justine Skye.  page 5

FRESHMAN SEMINAR 
Students and administration critique the 
mandatory first year course. page 9

MEET THE GOALIE
Bethany-May Howard opens up about her 
beginnings in soccer. page 12

By Thomas Regan

MORE than eight years after losing their son, 
Gary DeVercelly Jr., in a hazing incident, 
Gary and Julie DeVercelly will make their first 
public appearance at Rider since the tragedy. 

Their visit on Oct. 19 will bring the East Coast pre-
miere of  We Don’t Haze!, a documentary film that aims 
to educate people on the dangers of  hazing.

The film was produced by the Clery Center, the 
foundation that fosters campus safety. Both Gary and 
Julie DeVercelly serve as members of  the Board of  
Directors. 

The event will feature three group screenings and 
panel discussions in the Cavalla Room. Greek Life will 
have its seminar at 3 p.m., varsity athletics at 7 p.m. 
and all other clubs and organizations at 9 p.m. 

In conjunction with this event, the Student 
Government Association (SGA) Senate aides Megan 
Beres and Megan Kugelman have taken the initiative 
to make the month of  October anti-hazing month 
at Rider. This initiative was inspired by the video, 
according to Kugelman.

“Unfortunately, [the DeVercellys] did have to 
experience taking a child off  of  life support, which no 
parent should ever have to do,” she said. “That’s why 
I think bringing them in is just going to bring even 
more light to this situation and I think that showing 
that video will really touch home. Because of  that, 
Megan Beres and I have been working very hard on 

passing legislation to create the anti-hazing month of  
October.”

Although most hazing incidents grab headlines 
only when someone is badly injured or killed, SGA’s 
Organizational Affairs team leader Ruth Del Pino 
asserts that the DeVercellys will be able to provide 
students with a glimpse of  what can be the end result 
of  hazing.

“With the DeVercellys coming to campus, we can 
at least understand that where hazing starts, unfor-
tunately losing a life can be the finish line,” Del Pino 
said. “So having them as a presence on our campus 
could be something to let us know that hazing is a 
problem, but if  you’re doing small things that lead up 
to bigger things, then you should stop wherever you 
are and evaluate your organization.” 

DeVercelly’s death followed an initiation involving 
alcohol in the Phi Kappa Tau house — Rider’s chap-
ter is now disbanded — on March 29, 2007. 

DeVercelly, from Long Beach, California, con-
sumed a lethal amount of  alcohol that night and was 
found unconscious after suffering cardiac arrest. He 
suffered brain damage, and his parents withdrew life 
support the next day.

The family filed a wrongful death lawsuit against 
the university; Ada Badgley, then-director of  Greek 
Life; Cassie Iacovelli, former assistant dean of  
Campus Life; and Adriano DiDonato, former resi-
dence director and house director of  the Phi Kappa 

Tau (PKT) fraternity house. The suit was settled in 
2009 upon agreement that Rider would take pre-
ventative measures to ensure this would not happen 
again, as well as awarding the DeVercellys financial 
compensation.

SGA’s secretary, Jake Troy, is certain that Greek 
Life has made strides in eliminating the threat of  
hazing.

“I feel comfortable saying that within the Greek 
community, there isn’t [a hazing problem],” Troy said. 
“Purely because we’re a very open community about 
what is considered the pledging process — we don’t 
even like to call it that. I speak on behalf  of  Sigma 
Phi Epsilon when I say that all new members are 
immediately fully respected brothers as soon as they’re 
initiated.”

Despite the declaration that fraternities have 
cleaned up in recent years, the image of  Zac Efron in 
Neighbors, downing alcohol and preparing to initiate his 
fraternity’s new pledges, who attempt to prove them-
selves through crude, dignity-destroying activities, is 
still synonymous with Greek life. 

But it’s not just the Greeks who have a hazing issue, 
according to Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell. 
MLB teams force rookies to dress up in ridiculous 
and flamboyant costumes 
during September call-ups, 
and that is glorified by the 
news and “designed to put 

Leadership After Loss

➠ SEE DEVERCELLY
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 NEWS ANNIVERSARY

Gary and Julie DeVercelly stand at their son Gary DeVercelly Jr.’s grave in the film We Don’t Haze! produced by the Clery Center. Its East Coast premiere will be Oct. 19 at Rider.

DeVercelly family returning to campus to participate in anti-hazing events
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By Gianluca D’Elia

SINCE last spring, a group of  
Rider students has been 
working hard to create a 
chapter of  the Petey Greene 

Program, a Princeton-based orga-
nization that provides individual-
ized tutoring at minimum-security 
prisons. Upon establishment of  
the program, Rider would be the 
17th school in the nation to start 
a chapter of  Petey Greene. 

In the midst of  planning 
information sessions, recruiting 
members and coming up with a 
group motto, the executive board 
of  the university’s Petey Greene 
chapter has already been interact-
ing with inmates at New Jersey 
correctional facilities.  

“Education is just the tip of  the 
iceberg,” said Rider’s Petey Greene 
president, junior psychology major 
Asia Marché. “When people work 
with us, we want them to connect. 
We’re going to get to the root of  
the issue, and they’ll take some-
thing away — not just how to do a 
math problem or read some words. 
They will want to learn.” 

Resources are often scarce in 
the Department of  Corrections. 
Prisons lack therapists and coun-
selors, and addiction treatment pro-
grams come and go. Petey Greene 
focuses on educational therapy to 
provide inmates with skills that 
will help them after their release. 
However, educational therapy can 
be beneficial in more ways than 
one. 

“Therapy comes through 

note-taking and math skills and 
reading comprehension,” said 
Marché. “Tutoring takes their 
minds off  of  being in an institu-
tion, because they are working 
towards goals for the future.”

Associate professor of  sociology 
Dr. Victor Thompson is the Petey 
Greene Program advisor. 

“Experiencing different cul-
tures and environments is a part 
of  a good liberal arts education,” 
Thompson said. “You learn a lot 
about yourself  as you interact 
with incarcerated people because 
it reminds you of  your own 
privileges, and maybe even your 
weaknesses. There are a lot of  
stereotypes about people who are 
incarcerated that we need to break 
down. Students will quickly learn 
how similar people in prison can be 
to themselves.”

Petey Greene also provides an 
opportunity for students to tutor 
different populations with varying 
levels of  education. Thompson said 
the program is important because 
it allows students to experience a 
different world firsthand and gain 
realistic insight into the lives of  
others. 

For junior elementary educa-
tion major Brittany Smith, the vice 

president of  the chapter, Petey 
Greene was a reminder of  why she 
chose her career path. 

“I made a connection with a 
woman whose poor education led 
her to a bad path,” Smith said. 
“She pulled me aside and told me, 
‘Don’t ever let a student just get 
pushed through the system like I 
did.’ It made me realize that as a 
teacher, I have a responsibility to 
make sure my students don’t fall 
behind. That’s when I realized I 
was on the right path.”  

Psychology professor Anne Law 
hopes students will take an inter-
est in Petey Greene, since it will 
provide a unique perspective on 
the U.S. justice system. The Petey 
Greene Program aims to not only 
educate, but also to put faces to 
the Department of  Corrections. 
Educational therapy can motivate 
inmates to achieve life goals after 
prison, and enables students to 
broaden their perspective. For all 
inmates, there is a story of  how 
they became inmates. 

“Nothing is black and white,” 
said Marché. “In this time with 
police brutality, you don’t know 
whose son or mother you’re push-
ing down. With the Petey Greene 
Program, we build understanding 
through education. You now have 
this third eye—you learn more than 
you will learn from your school-
books or in a police academy.”
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Hope and education coincide              
as students go to prison — to tutor

By Claire Dalzon

NOTHING screams the start of  a Rider school 
year like the announcement of  the Fall concert 
lineup. The biggest event of  the school year is 
here, and the Student Entertainment Council 

(SEC) continues its reputation of  not disappointing. 
With his latest critically acclaimed album, Dark Sky 

Paradise, released this year, which earned him his first 
No. 1 record on Billboard and radio hits like “I Don’t F 
With You,” “Clique” and “Blessings” featuring Drake 
and Kanye West, Big Sean was undoubtedly the first 
choice of  SEC committee members when deciding on 
entertainers to perform at the concert on Oct. 16.

A-list artists like J. Cole, Miguel, Kelly Rowland 
and We The Kings have graced the Rider stage in 
the past. When rap superstar Big Sean and special 
guest Justine Skye were announced as the perform-
ers for this year’s show, the long line of  students that 
wrapped around the SRC just to grab a ticket was not 
a surprise.  

So how does Rider book the hottest acts every 
year? 

Nicholas Barbati, assistant director of  Campus 
Life, has been the advisor of  the SEC since 2007. He 
is not only the liaison between the committee and the 
booking agencies, but he also helps in planning one of  
the university’s larger-scale events. 

“Each year, the SEC will work with a middle agent 
in identifying performers that are available during the 
school year that are also in our budget range,” Barbati 
said. “From that point, the students prioritize their 
list and then we work with the agents in exploring the 
possibility of  their top selections coming to Rider.”

Once the list is narrowed down, the SEC crosses its 
fingers and plays the waiting game. 

 “When all the information is gathered, the SEC 

sends a proposal to an artist and it is up to the artist to 
accept or decline,” Barbati explained.  “That process 
continues until an artist accepts the invitation to come 
Rider.”

Hip-hop fans should also be excited to know that 
Instagram star turned R&B sensation Justine Skye will 
be part of  the three-hour show as well.

“Students can expect an excellent show,” Barbati 
said. “We have a world-class performer and excel-
lent production that will make them proud that Rider 
University is the school they call home.”

The big name of  Big Sean impressed many 

students, including freshman business administration 
major Victoria Miller.

“I was actually surprised that it was Big Sean 
because he is kind of  a big deal,” said Miller. “I’m 
going and I am super-excited. It’s definitely going to 
be a lot of  fun.”

Freshman education major Angela Toscano is  also 
grateful for chance to see him.

 “I think it’s amazing that we get the opportunity 
to see such artists such as Big Sean for free, thanks to 
Rider,” she said.

Fall concert brings big numbers

Hip-hop star Big Sean and Justine Skye will perform for an excited crowd of Broncs as part of Rider’s Fall concert on Oct. 16
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In a special author talk Oct. 14 at 6:45 p.m. in the 
BLC Theater, Bryan Stevenson will discuss his book, 
Just Mercy, an autobiographical novel by a lawyer who 
founded the Equal Justice Initiative to defend the most 
desperate people, including poor and wrongly con-
demned individuals. The book was this year’s shared 
read.

“After reading the first few chapters I was instantly 
captivated in reading this book. It really revealed the 
dark side of  how corrupt our judicial court is,” fresh-
man film, TV and radio major Billy Kosturko said. 
“It is crucial everyone reads this book to help the fight 
against our corrupt, inhumane punishment on death 
row.” 

Associate Dean of  Student Affairs Ira Mayo said 
in a press release, “Just Mercy is a thought-provoking 
memoir that takes a critical look at issues of  race and 
justice in our country. Given recent current events, this 
is a particularly timely topic for discussion, and this 
book should initiate lively discussion on campus.”

Other Shared Read events are the Cogmates and 
Mental Ruts: Causes, Consequences and Remedies for Implicit 
Racial Bias lecture on Nov. 4 at 7:30 p.m. and the Bias 
and Injustice: Problems of  Punishment panel discussion on 
Nov. 12 at 11:30 a.m.

Brian Stevenson, author of Just Mercy

Just Mercy author               
to bring insight to Rider

‘‘ Education is just the 
tip of  the iceberg.” 
 ASIA MARCHÉ
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By Pauline Theewus

AUDIENCE members 
laughed and cried 
Oct. 10 in the Yvonne 
Theater at the perfor-

mance of  13 young women. The 
Penelopiad, directed by profes-
sor of  theater Trent Blanton, 
is a contemporary adaption of  
Margaret Atwood’s novel of  the 
same name. 

The play challenges 
Homer’s The Odyssey by offer-
ing the audience the “other 
side of  the story,” told by 
Penelope and her 12 maids. 
The actresses shifted emotions 
as well as genders and roles 
throughout the production. 

After the lights dimmed, 
the stage design brought the 
audience into the theme of  the 
sea, and Penelope, portrayed 
by senior musical theater major 
Marissa Girgus, started her 
soliloquy by telling her story 
from the beginning. 

Once married, Penelope 
and Odysseus decide to go 
back to Ithaca, kingdom of  
Odysseus, and, shortly after, the 
newly-wed couple’s first son, 
Telemachus, is born.

Odysseus decides to leave for 
Troy to rescue Helen, cousin 
and shadow of  Penelope. 

Penelope does everything 
in her power to k eep the ship 
from sailing, but to no avail. 
This unwillingness ultimately 

endangers her “most trusted 
eyes and ears,” her maids, to 
lose their purity.

As the years of  Odysseus’ 
departure add up and suitors’ 
thirst for becoming king grows 
stronger, the faithful Penelope 
never gives up hope for her 
husband’s return. 

Twenty years later, an angry 
Odysseus returns to Ithaca, 
where he hides from Penelope 
until bringing back “order” to 
the island, and, with his son’s 
help, Odysseus secretly mur-
ders the 12 maids. Penelope 
learns of  the loss of  her “snow 
white geese” and guilt starts 
to overwhelm her heart and 
conscience. 

The first appearance on 
stage of  the 12 cheerful and 
giggly maids who, just like 
Penelope, are wearing pure 
white ensembles, is a very clever 
way to bring these “ghosts” 
back to share their stories. 

The audience was quickly 
given goosebumps by the dark 
and painful testimonies of  the 
12 maids, which progressively 
got more powerful and heart-
breaking as the play went on. 

The actresses portraying the 
12 maids impressively juggled 
roles and genders as they were 
performing different characters 
in the play.

Senior musical theater 
major Emma Rose Brooks as 

Eurycleia, senior theater major 
Nicole Sheehan as Helen, soph-
omore musical theater major 
Ruby Westfall as Telemachus 
and senior theater performance 
major Juliana Long as Odysseus 
overcame the challenging roles.

These changes from laughter 
to weeping and from female 
to male characters were some 
of  the many standout features 
of  this contemporary play, 
which was sprinkled with many 
sexual allusions and the use of  
“urban” language. 

The play ends with a desper-
ate and heartbroken Penelope 
begging for freedom from the 
haunting souls of  the murdered 
maids. 

P R E V I E W 

Fraternity to combat assault through awareness week
R E V I E W 

March promotes peace and progress
By Emily Kelley

THOUGH much progress has been made, there is still 
much to be done. 

The Unity Day events on campus were cre-
ated to remind students that the racial war is not 

over, that as a culture, it is important to remember the 
past and look with hope toward the future.

On Oct. 8, students and faculty filled the Bart 
Luedeke Center (BLC) theater. The department of  
Multicultural Affairs hosted the evening, titled “Civil 
Rights: Then & Now,” that featured performances 
from both Rider’s Unashamed Gospel Choir and the 
Westminster Jubilee Singers.

It was nearing 7:20 p.m. when the lights dimmed 
and Mikaela Batts took the stage for a ballet perfor-
mance of  “Glory” by John Legend & Common. Batts 
opened the night twirling to this ballad, reminiscent of  
the freedom marches that took place decades ago.

Pam Pruitt, director of  Multicultural Affairs, then 
stepped up to the stage. 

“Unity Day is one of  the many curricular and co-
curricular ways in which we help to prepare students 
for the multicultural world in which we live,” she said. 
“It helps us to understand and put into perspective the 
civil rights movement of  the ’60’s and the work that 
continues to be done today.”

The curtains opened to reveal Rider’s Unashamed 
Gospel Choir positioned atop risers. Following the 
pace of  their student director, Malissa Hanson, the 
choir entertained the audience with their rendition of  
“Gospel Ship” by Joan Baez and “Gotta Do Right,” as 
performed by the Heritage Singers Quartet. 

“When I heard about the Unity Day event, I was 
so excited that it was bringing positivity and uniting 
our campus through music and dance,” said Savoia 
Buntin, senior arts administration major and member 

of  the Unashamed Gospel Choir. 
However, Buntin also said that the night was not 

just about seeing performances. 
“I hope [everyone] enjoyed the music, but I also 

hope that they got a chance to reflect on the past,” she 
said. “Hopefully, taking the time to learn about our 
past can help us be grateful for the privileges we have 
now.”

Once more, Batts took the stage to dance to “His 
Eye is on the Sparrow.” This performance was fol-
lowed by three songs sung by the Westminster Jubilee 
Singers. 

Led by their conductor, Brandon Waddles, the 
Jubilee Singers performed “Five Choral Responses” by 
Roland Carter, “Prayer Fixes Things” by Jason Max 

Ferdinand, and “We Shall Walk Through the Valley in 
Peace” by Moses Hogan.

The Jubilee Singers hummed all the way through 
the aisles as they left the stage and filed out of  the 
BLC. Students and faculty in the audience were asked 
to follow as the choir led a march around the Campus 
Mall. Each student was given a glow stick on the way 
out.

“There are so many people on this campus and 
each of  them has their own culture or view on life, 
and I think it’s important to appreciate and accept all 
of  them,” said Jennifer Schwartz,  junior elementary 
education and integrated sciences and math major, 
and member of  Phi Sigma Sigma sorority. 

Many representatives from 18 student groups on 
campus united to participate and show support.

The march ended at Moore Library once each stu-
dent had peacefully walked. Both choirs led everyone 
in a unified performance of  “We Are the World” by 
Michael Jackson and Lionel Richie. Students locked 
arms and waved their glow sticks high above their 
heads as one representative from each organization 
stepped forward to light the Unity Day candles.

Pruitt concluded the evening by reminding students 
that although the country has come a long way, there 
is still more to do. Decades ago, protesters would have 
finished their march and been greeted by police and 
violence. Today, marches can be done in safety. 

“Now go in peace,” she said, dismissing students 
and drawing the night to an end.

By Valerie Palmer

ON Tuesday, the Rider community is in for a treat. Sigma Phi Epsilon (SPE) 
brothers will be walking around campus in high heels.

 “We’re going to try and get Public Safety to close off  the Campus Mall, 
so we can walk around, maybe a few laps,” said sophomore marketing major 

and Sexual Assault and Violence Education week coordinator Brandon Ferris. 
“We’re going to try to get donations from people too, or have people bid on us to 

see how many laps we can do.”
On Oct. 19 through Oct. 23, SPE will be introducing their first Sexual Assault 

and Violence Education week (SAVE). 
SAVE week serves as a campuswide event intended to educate the Rider commu-

nity about sexual assault.
All proceeds raised throughout the week will go to the Joyful Heart Foundation, 

whose mission is to help survivors of  sexual assault, domestic violence and child 
abuse.

“This event could not be more timely, especially with all of  the recent events that 
have occurred on campus and are happening nationally,” said Ferris. “SPE wants to 
help students be at the forefront of  the battle against sexual assault and violence.” 

Ferris attended a national conference for SPE chapters in northern Iowa, where 
his inspiration for SAVE week was born.

“They hold a sexual abuse week also and were telling us about it,” he said. “I 
thought I should bring it to campus. With the recent things that have been happen-
ing, I think that this would be really helpful.”

In order to spread the word about SAVE week, Ferris, along with help from his 
SPE brothers, will be posting flyers around campus. Starting Monday, they will be 
setting up tables around 
campus with sexual assault 
awareness signs.

“We’re going to have 
people take pictures and 
we will be posting on Twitter and 
Instagram. We’re going to use the 
hashtag #SigEpSAVES so we can get 
a big social media push,” he said.

On Wednesday, the brothers of  SPE will be selling wristbands in front of  Daly’s, 
in the Student Recreational Center (SRC) near Starbucks, and inside Cranberry’s 
all day. 

“The wristbands are going to be red and gold, which are two of  our colors,” 
he said. “They’re going to say #SigEpSaves on one side and Sig Ep SAVE Week 

and probably cost $2.” A self-defense class is in the process of  being planned for 
Thursday. A teacher is still  needed to lead the class. 

“We’ve planned for one class to be 11:30 a.m. to 
1 p.m. in the SRC and we’re still looking for another 
room for another class from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Anyone is 
welcome, guys and girls,” he said.  

On Friday, Prevention Education Coordinator Susan 
Stahley will be speaking at her own program called 
“Open for Business.”

“‘Open for Business’ will be an open discussion led 
by Susan,” Ferris said. “People will be able to ask ques-

tions and get a better understanding of  the consequences of  sexual assault. We want 
this to be a campus-wide event, and we’re not advertising just for girls, guys can be 
affected also. It’s important to feel safe on campus.”

R E V I E W 

The Penelopiad puts clever contemporary spin on ancient Greek classic

The cast of The Penelopiad performing the modern reworking of Margaret Atwood’s novel. Audiences experienced a whirlwind of emotions while witnessing the story of Odysseus and Penelope unfold. 
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Pam Pruitt leads the March for Peace outside Moore Library with mem-
bers of the Unashamed Gospel Choir and Westminster Jubilee Singers on 
Oct. 8.

‘‘This event could not be more timely, especially with all 
of  the recent events that have occurred on campus and are 
happening nationally.” 

BRANDON FERRIS

Marissa Girgus performs on stage as Penelope in the fall production of The Penelopiad 
alongside Emma Rose Brooks (bottom left) who portrays Eurycleia. 

Sophomore marketing major Brandon Ferris (left) and sophomore business administration major 
David Allison are among the SPE brothers walking around the campus mall, in heels, on Tuesday. 
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Visit: www.tcnj.edu/intersession

WINTER 
SESSION
AT TCNJ!
JANUARY 4 –22
Travel, blended and online 
courses may start sooner.

Check for summer courses, too. 

W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Siena shut down by Broncs’ plan

 By Brandon Scalea

COMING into last week, Monmouth was consid-
ered by many to have the best men’s soccer team 
in the MAAC. Now, that topic might be up for 
discussion.

On Oct. 7, the Broncs tied defending conference 
champion Monmouth at home, before traveling up to 
Siena on Oct. 10 to pick up a 3-2 victory, thanks to 
three goals in two games by sophomore forward and 
MAAC Player of  the Week Jose Aguinaga.

Aguinaga said that although it feels good to be 
honored by the MAAC, he’s more excited about his 
team’s recent play.

“It’s nice to be recognized for the things that we 
do,” said Aguinaga. “But the best part of  the week is 
that we tied against a very good team and won against 
another good team. The week that our team had was 
more special [than the personal award].”

Against Monmouth (8-3-2, 4-0-1 MAAC), the 
Broncs were welcomed home to Ben Cohen Field with 
a crowd of  500 plus. After a scoreless first half  that 
saw Rider (7-4-1, 2-2-1 MAAC) dominate ball pos-
session and shots, the Hawks struck first in the 53rd 
minute. Sophomore forward Danny Figarella was able 
to score off  a rebound past Rider’s junior goalkeeper 
David Pastuna for the 1-0 lead. 

However, the lead did not last for very long. Just 
nine minutes later, Aguinaga headed the ball into the 
net to tie the game, sending the energetic crowd onto 
its feet. 

The goal was followed by a flurry of  offense from 
the Broncs, but they could not quite get another past 
Monmouth’s senior goalkeeper, Eric Klenofksy. 

At the end of  regulation, the game was still tied. 
Two extra periods of  10 minutes were still not enough 
to see a game-winner, as it ended in a tie. The draw 
ended Rider’s three-game losing streak to its confer-
ence rival. 

Aguinaga said that although his team is happy with 
the tie, they feel as though they played well enough to 
win.

“It was a very good game and a great atmosphere 
to play in,” he said. “But we feel that this year, we 
have the potential to beat these kinds of  teams.”

The momentum carried over three days later when 
the Broncs headed to Albany, New York for a meeting 
with another elite MAAC program, Siena (4-7-2, 3-2 
MAAC). 

In its second consecutive overtime game, Rider was 
able to score in the extra frame for a 3-2 victory. 

Aguinaga scored twice in the game, including the 
game-winner, putting his total to three goals in the 
two-game span.

The “golden goal” came in the 105th minute of  
play when Aguinaga used his head once again off  a 
pass from senior forward Justin Veltri.

Veltri had some confident words about his team’s 
recent success, but said they are still not playing to 
their full potential.

“We feel as though we have the best team in the 
MAAC,” he said. “We should be able to beat every 
team in this conference, and not by a last-minute 
overtime goal. We have been lucky so far because we 
haven’t been playing our best soccer.”

In order to get to overtime, however, the Broncs 

had to battle back. Aguinaga scored a huge goal 
assisted by sophomore forward Matt Crust with just 
4:45 left in the game to tie the score at 2. 

Senior goalkeeper Ryan Baird picked up his fourth 
win of  the season after making seven saves, including 
a penalty kick. Despite being outshot 21-17 by the 
Saints, the Broncs were able to pick up their second 
conference win of  the season.

Rider will look to continue its offensive success 
when they travel to Niagara on Oct. 14. 

“Going up to Niagara is always a challenge in 
just the travel itself,” Veltri said. “If  we can all get 
it together and play like we know we can play, we 
shouldn’t have a problem coming home with a win.”

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Aguinaga uses his head for goals in two games

By Shanna O’Mara

AS they move closer to the playoffs, 
the women’s soccer team added 
another win to its record, shutting 
out Siena 2-0 on Oct. 10.

After losing to Monmouth on Oct. 
7, the Broncs realized they needed 
another win to increase their chance of  
making it to the playoffs. Siena was this 
chance.

“We needed this win to get us back, 
in terms of  points, to get in the play-
offs,” Head Coach Drayson Hounsome 
said. “We got in with 17 points last 
year, so now we have 12 points with 
four games left to play. Hopefully 
in these next few games, we can get 
enough points to solidify for ourselves a 
playoff  position.”

The Broncs (7-5, 4-2 MAAC) and 
the Saints both played aggressively, 
holding the score at zero for the first 40 
minutes of  the game. However, fresh-
man defender Meghan McCabe was 
able to head one in off  a corner kick 
from junior forward Hollie Kelsh to 
break the scoreless tie.

“Hollie crossed it into us on a corner 
kick,” McCabe said. “And I saw the ball 
coming so I ran up and headed it in. It 
was just a great feeling to score a goal 

for my team.”
The youngest player on the team, 

McCabe has already scored three goals 
this season. Kelsh now leads the MAAC 
with seven assists, also tying for 20th 
place nationally.

The second goal of  the game came 
from sophomore midfielder Shannon 
Kelly with an assist from freshman for-
ward Kourtney Cunningham. With 13 
minutes left in the game, Kelly scored 
on Siena (6-6-2, 2-4 MAAC) after the 
ball bounced off  of  one of  the Saints’ 
defenders. 

“Shannon had a great shot,” 
McCabe said. “But it deflected off  a 
girl [from Siena], and it went in. We 
all played great as individuals, but it 
was a whole-team effort. I think we just 
played well together. The intensity was 
high today.”

 Junior goalkeeper Bethany-May 
Howard made two saves throughout the 
game, making this her sixth shutout of  
the season.

“If  we want to be in the top four, 
this is a game we really had to win,” 
Howard said. “The plan was play hard 
and win.”

Staying true to this plan, Rider held 
a 9-6 edge in shots over Siena.

“The defense was great,” Hounsome 
said. “It was a very tough night 
for them against Monmouth on 
Wednesday, but they bounced back 
today and played really strong.”

On Oct. 7, the team battled against 
Monmouth (9-2-2, 5-1 MAAC), ulti-
mately losing 2-1.

Monmouth took the lead just 11 
minutes into the game and scored again 
nearly an hour in. Within four minutes, 

Rider cut the lead. Kelsh took a pass 
from sophomore forward Ellie Smith 
and scored her first goal of  the season.

The Broncs will take on Niagara at 
home on Oct. 14.

“Niagara is going to be a team that’s 
in the playoffs,” Hounsome said. “So 
if  you get a result against Niagara, it’s 
a bonus and you’re really in a strong 
position for the playoffs.”

Freshman defender Meghan McCabe scores off a corner kick at home against Siena on Oct. 10.
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S W I M M I N G  A N D  D I V I N G

5 pool records set in men’s opener
By Shariq Marshall 

THE men’s swimming and diving 
team set five Coppola Pool records 
while competing at home on 
Oct. 10 against the University of  

Maryland, Baltimore County (UMBC).  
The men’s team defeated UMBC 

for the first time since 2006, 157-141, 
while the women’s team lost 155-116. 

“This meet is meant to challenge the 
best athletes on our teams,” said Head 
Coach Steve Fletcher. “[It was] the first 
opportunity to see our freshman class 
from both teams compete.” 

Sophomore Zack Molloy led the 
men’s team with impressive perfor-
mances. He won the 500-yard free, set-
ting a pool record of  4:36.82, and he 
won the 200-yard free in 1:40.64. 

In addition to Zack Molloy’s indi-
vidual success, the men’s team as a 
whole performed impressively. 

The 400-yard free relay team of  
junior William Molloy, freshman 
Vincent Gibbons, junior Ian Flynn 
and Zack Molloy, won and set a new 
pool record of  3:07.00. The 200-yard 
medley relay team also set a new pool 
record time of  1:34.10.

Also for the men’s team, junior 

Matthan Martir won the 50-yard free 
with a time of  21.32 and broke a pool 
record in the 100-yard butterfly with 
50.51, although he placed second. 

Senior Wayco Bailey won the 
3-meter dive with a score of  283.95 
and freshman Joseph Warker won the 
1-meter dive with a score of  272.85.

Even the freshmen of  the men’s 
team did well on Saturday. Freshman 
Carter Paules set a new pool record 
with a time of  2:07.41, when he won 
the 200-yard breaststroke. He also 
won the 100-yard breaststroke with 
a time of  58.48. Freshman Griffin 
Hutton won the 200-yard butterfly 
with a time of  1:54.60. 

Although the women’s team lost 
to UMBC, they competed well. 
Sophomore Hannah Bayer won the 
500-yard free with a time of  5:36.22. 
Senior Kaitlyn O’Connor won the 
100-yard butterfly with a time of  
1:01.92. Freshman Leeanna Cass won 
the 200-yard with 2:19.46. 

The Rider men’s team are four-time 
defending champions in the MAAC 
and are the favorites to win again this 
season. 

The Rider women’s team last won 

the MAAC Title in 2009, finishing run-
ner-up five times since and are picked 
to finish second this season. Fletcher 
believes that there is a lot of  potential 
in the women’s team, especially with 
the large number of  new freshmen. 

He added that it will take hard work 
everyday for the team to realize its 
potential. 

“We take each year one at a time,” 
Fletcher said. “We’ve got a great group 
of  new guys, and we’re trying to blend 
the chemistry of  the group with our 
returning leaders to be on the same 
page by February.” 

Rider will host Fairfield on Oct. 16 
at 5 p.m. in the Coppola Pool. 

F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Spaeder’s hat trick has �eld hockey ready for MAAC
By Carlos Toro

THE field hockey team finished its extensive non-
conference road trip with a victory over Villanova 
on Oct. 11 thanks to a three-goal performance by 
junior forward Carlie Spaeder, who was awarded 

MAAC Offensive Player of  the Week for the second 
time this season.

While Rider got a big game from Spaeder, they 
also suffered a potentially big loss when senior back 
Melyssa Alonso suffered a broken hand early in the 
game during a corner shot. 

The win ended a two-game losing streak and gave 
the team momentum heading into MAAC play. Head 
Coach Lori Hussong commended Spaeder’s great 
performance, which also included an assist.

Hussong said that Alonso’s absence was huge for 
the team as she is one of  the team’s leaders. She also 
said that the team did a good job at rebounding and 
stepping up for their injured teammate.

“Carlie was on fire on Sunday,” Hussong said. “She 
played poised and looked like a seasoned veteran out 
on the field. She came through for our team in a big 
way and has been doing it all season long for us. Her 

effort may not be reflected in points, but she has been 
so key to our success so far this season.”

Spaeder’s first of  three goals came about the fourth 
minute of  the game when she scored off  an assist by 
redshirt sophomore back Melissa Cunningham. 

Unfortunately for the Broncs (8-4), after Alonso’s 
injury, the Wildcats (4-9, 1-1 Big East) scored immedi-
ately to tie the game at one goal apiece. But that did 
not stop Spaeder from making an impact on the offen-
sive side, scoring goals in the 24th and 29th minutes to 
retake the lead and go into halftime with a 3-1 lead.

For Spaeder, the three goals were big not just for 
her, but for the team, which needed a spark.

“It was a pretty big game for me, but for our team 
as well,” Spaeder said. “We were able to work together 
and pull out a win, which is always good.”

Villanova got back in the game when senior for-
ward Kayla Kenney scored on a penalty goal in the 
47th minute. Six minutes later, Rider’s sophomore for-
ward Allison Baligian scored the Broncs’ fourth goal.

Even with a 4-2 lead late in the game, the Broncs 
continued to push the offensive tempo, shooting the 
ball four times, although none of  the shots was able 

to increase the Broncs’ lead. Despite Villanova junior 
forward Courtney Devine scoring in the 65th minute, 
Rider held on for the victory.

It was a big day for the Broncs as they now are 
going into conference play with a win, something that 
junior forward Kalyn O’Brien believes was needed for 
Rider. 

“It was a good day for us, especially after last 
weekend,” O’Brien said. “We really needed this win 
right before conference play starts to prove that we are 
ready and to show everyone what we got.”

The first conference game is on Oct. 16 against 
Fairfield (4-6, 0-1 MAAC) at Rider. Then they travel 
to Monmouth (4-9, 1-0 MAAC) to face the Hawks on 
Oct. 18.

“We have to be at the top of  our game in order to 
make a run for a playoff  berth,” Hussong said. “The 
pressure is on and we will work hard the next few days 
to prepare for two very tough games. We need to take 
one game at a time and play with 100 percent effort 
and cohesiveness.”

The men’s 200-yard medley relay set a home pool record, finishing in 1:34.10 on Oct. 10.
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Midnight MAACness hit Alumni Gym on Oct. 9 when NCAA regulations allowed for Division I basketball programs to take the floor for the first official practice of the season. This year’s theme was the Avengers.

Rider’s mightiest heroes
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