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 October
14 Unity Days Lecture JUST MERCY (co-sponsored by 
        the Shared Read Program and the Office of Multicultural Affairs)
 Wed., 6:45 to 8 p.m., BLC, Cavalla Room
 Unity Day celebrates Bryan Stevenson, our keynote speaker and author of Just Mercy,  
 the Rider Shared Read Program selection for this academic year. Through his story about 
 a wrongfully-accused African American man on death row, Stevenson explores whether 
 “justice for all” truly applies to everyone, regardless of race, age or economic status. 
 After the lecture, Stevenson stays to answer questions and sign books.

PARTIALLY FUNDED BY: MSAF (MANDATORY STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE)

Unity + Diversity = University

IN COLLABORATION WITH THE  
OFFICE OF THE PROVOST

OFFICE OF 
MULTICULTURAL AFFAIRS



high for third-and-fourth degree 
crimes.” Cannon’s next court date is 
scheduled for Oct. 13 at the Mercer 
County Superior Court for a bail 
hearing.

Cannon’s charges of  criminal sexual 
contact and harassment (offensive 
touching) come in connection with 
incidents in the early morning hours of  
Sept. 11 and Sept. 27.

At 3:15 a.m. on Sept. 11, Cannon 
allegedly entered an unlocked apart-
ment in West Village B and touched 
the shoulder of  a woman sleeping in 
the common area. The victim, who 
was a visitor, woke up and screamed, 
causing Cannon to flee from the build-
ing. Similarly, at 4:50 a.m. on Sept. 
27, Cannon allegedly entered another 
unlocked room in West Village B and 
touched another sleeping woman on 
her breast. She also awoke with a 
scream and caused Cannon to retreat.

Cannon was charged with offensive 
touching for the Sept. 11 incident, 
criminal sexual contact for the Sept. 27 
occurrence, and burglary for both.

The university claimed that the West 

Village incidents were sexual assaults 
based on the Clery Act’s definitions and 
reporting guidelines.

While police have not said how they 
think Cannon might have entered the 
building, it is believed he may have 
snuck in behind a student during the 
interval in which handicapped-acces-
sible doors in West Village remained 
open. At an SGA Senate meeting held 
on Sept. 29, it was announced that 
Rider has taken the initiative in altering 
these doors. The doors have also been 
changed so they only stay open for the 
minimum amount of  time required by 
law.

Cannon also has a chance to be 
placed in a pre-trial intervention pro-
gram, but Staub is unsure if  Cannon 
will be guaranteed a spot.

“He’s eligible for the pre-trial inter-
vention program if  he qualifies and 
the state has to agree” Staub said. “For 
sexual contact crimes, the state will not 
always agree.”

Cannon was also charged with 
trespassing in an incident at the Delta 
Phi Epsilon sorority house on Sept. 
26. At approximately 4 a.m., Cannon 

was seen allegedly walking through the 
house. A female student called male 
friends, who scared Cannon away. This 
incident was not reported to the univer-
sity until about 12 hours later.

Cannon had an earlier arrest on the 
Lawrenceville campus in March 2014, 
according to LTPD records. He was 
charged with trespassing after he was 
found in the vicinity of  West Village. 

Off  campus, on July 31, 2015 at 
approximately 2 a.m., Cannon was 
arrested and charged with burglary and 
attempted auto theft after being found 
in a car on West McGailliard Avenue 
near Whitehorse-Hamilton Square 
Road. According to Hamilton police, 
Cannon tried to duck and hide when 
officers arrived on scene. In August, he 
was arrested by Hamilton police again 
for break-ins in the Whitehorse area 
of  Hamilton. He was held on $50,000 
bail.

An unrelated claim of  sexual assault 
came on Sept. 18 at Poyda Hall, 
but that case was determined to be 
unfounded, according to Lt. Joseph 
Amodio of  the LTPD. No Rider Alert 
message was issued for this incident 

or for the incident of  the sorority 
trespassing. 

According to Public Safety Director 
Vickie Weaver, no Rider Alert was sent 
out for the Poyda incident because the 
suspect was already in the control of  
the police. No message was sent out for 
the sorority break-in because, according 
to Campbell, by the time the univer-
sity was made aware of  the incident, 
there was no continuing threat to the 
community.

While Amodio said there is still some 
investigating left to be done, Campbell 
hopes Cannon’s arrest can help Rider 
students sleep easier.

 “This has been a time of  collabo-
ration — a true team effor between 
our students, staff, faculty and others 
to address everyone’s questions and 
concerns surrounding these incidents,” 
Campbell said. “We are thankful for 
this cooperation and very glad this 
suspect has been apprehended.”
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News

By Lauren Lavelle

RIDER has once again found its way 
to the top tier of  the U.S. News 
and World Report rankings. The 
university ranked number 22 on 

the list of  Best Regional Universities. 
In addition to this, The Princeton Review 
has also included Rider in its “Best 378 
Colleges” in the nation list. 

“It’s great to see that Rider con-
tinues to be recognized as a top-tier 
Northeast institution,” said Jamie 
O’Hara, vice president for enrollment 
management. “US News is one of  the 
better-known college rankings, and 
Rider has been recognized in the top 
26 colleges and universities for the past 
five years.”

Ranked number 23 on 2014’s list, 

Rider moved up one spot. 
“Two components improved that 

helped Rider increase from number 23 
to 22 in the rankings,” said O’Hara. 
“The first was our six-year graduation 
rate which improved from 55 percent 
to 61 percent. The second was the per-
centage of  freshmen that were admitted 
who graduated from their high school 
in the top 25 percent of  their class. Last 
year it was 38 percent, this year it is 47 
percent.”

While those numbers are impressive, 
O’Hara insists Rider does not base its 
performance on the opinions of  others.

“We do not look to position our-
selves in a way that will improve our 
rankings,” said O’Hara. “Our goal is 
to continue to do what we commit to 

every day, and that is to improve the 
Rider student experience. The rankings 
will reflect this commitment.”

Students like freshman dance major 
Helena Silano appreciate Rider’s 
diverse and hands-on learning environ-
ment. They also view Rider as a home 
where they can freely express them-
selves and their opinions. The univer-
sity provides students with so many 
opportunities that the ranking is true 
and well-deserved, she said.

President Gregory Dell’Omo agreed. 
“Rider University is a vibrant living 

and learning community,” he said.  
“Our faculty, staff, students and alumni 
are justifiably proud of  the quality of  
our academics, and I congratulate our 
community on our continued climb in 

the national rankings.”
O’Hara said that the efforts of  many 

people contributed to earning the 
honor. 

“Rider’s reputation, its dedicated 
faculty and staff, and most importantly, 
its terrific students and successful alums 
deserve the recognition of  a strong U.S. 
News and World Report ranking,” said 
O’Hara. “The entire community works 
every day to improve the lives of  our 
students. While rankings are not the 
reason we do this—it is nice when the 
University is recognized for its success.”

Feeling 22: Rider moves up on U.S. News’ best colleges list

By Thomas Albano and Julia Corrigan

A PILOT version of  the new 
Textbook Reserve Program, 
incorporated at the start of  
this semester, is one of  the big 

changes made to the libraries on both of  
Rider’s campuses.

The Textbook Reserve Program, 
first created by President Gregory 
Dell’Omo during his time at Robert 
Morris University, will make textbooks 
for freshman-level courses accessible to 
students on both the Lawrenceville and 
Westminster campuses. The purpose of  
the Textbook Reserve Program, accord-
ing to Dell’Omo, is to reduce students’ 
costs for required materials while also 
increasing access to books needed for 
student success.

“This program is a positive step 
to reduce out-of-pocket expenses for 
students,” said Dell’Omo. “My hope is 
that this pilot will become a robust and 
fully implemented service.”

Students can bring their Rider ID 
cards to a librarian at the circulation 
desk. From there, students can use one 
of  more than 100 books available for 
use in one of  the reserve sections at the 
Moore Library on the Lawrenceville 

campus or the Talbott Library at 
Westminster. While the textbooks can 
be signed out for two hours and used by 
the student within the library, checking 
out a textbook is not allowed.

The program established some 
ground rules for the textbooks, how-
ever. Lab manuals and notebooks are 
excluded, as well as trade books, play 
scripts and some novels. 

“We set about buying all the text-
books we thought would be useful but it 
turns out we can’t really predict that,” 
said Dean of  University Libraries F. 
William Chickering. “There are so 
many different instructors with so many 
different textbooks. Already we have 
gone back and bought half  of  a dozen 
additional texts.” 

All faculty members have been 
encouraged to donate books they don’t 
need to the libraries and to claim all 
desk copies that are due. This, accord-
ing to Chickering, will help to make 
more textbooks available to students.

However, the textbook program has 
not been as popular as predicted so far. 

“Since the start of  the program, 
we have had only 49 circulations of  
textbooks,” said Chickering. “My fear 

of  people standing in line at the scan-
ner and copy machine, and unhappy 
because they couldn’t have access, have 
proven unfounded so far.” 

According to Chickering, the most 
popular textbook has only been used 
eight times. 

“It has been a success for the stu-
dents who have used the textbooks, but 
it has not gotten as wide of  an audience 
as we anticipated,” he said. 

He feels that students still value hav-
ing their own copies of  textbooks to use 
whenever they want. 

“If  you have a complicated schedule, 
it might be hard to share a textbook 
with a friend. It might be hard to get 
the library as well if  you’re a com-
muting student, because your day gets 
eaten up,” said Chickering. “One way 
you can make life a little easier for 
yourself  is actually owning your own 
materials.” 

Chickering said he understands that 
many professors feel it is important for 
students to buy their own textbooks 
and bring them to class. Some faculty 
members do not appreciate the new 
program and say it was done without 
consultation.

“During my time at Rider, although 
we are all sensitive to the issue of  
textbook costs, I don’t recall any 
forum where this has been discussed,” 
said professor of  sociology Dr. James 
Dickinson. “Alternatives to a textbook 
reserve system might include asking 
faculty to seriously look for lower-cost 
materials, or establishing some kind 
of  per-course maximum expenditure, 
taking into account the nature of  
the course and the state of  textbook 
competition in that area. I have made 
an effort this semester to select what 
I think is a pretty reasonably priced 
textbook for my courses.”

There have also been other new 
features in the libraries, including eight 
new group study rooms, meaning there 
are 14 study rooms total.  

“We had six [group study rooms] but 
they have not been really adequate,” 
said Chickering. “The opportunity to 
shift some of  the collections and have 
these eight new rooms constructed will 
be a wonderful thing for students. In 
this age of  education, group process is 
increasingly important.”

Textbook reserve program in the early stages

Cannon charged with multiple crimes
Cont’d from P. 1
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 October
08 Unity Days WCC’s Jubilee Singers & March for Peace
 Thurs., 7 to 8:30 p.m., BLC Theater to the Campus Mall

Starting at the BLC Theatre with singing by the Unashamed Gospel Choir, Praise Dancing,  

and Westminster’s Jubilee Singers at 7:00 p.m., immediately following at 8 p.m.  

on the Campus Mall, ending at Moore Library and the lighting of the Unity Candles.
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Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment

JOSEPH Pannucio said he never performed in front 
of  a crowd and only began writing recently. He 
thought since he has four more years in school, 
“Why not do it now rather than getting upset 

because I missed my chance?”
His chance came when red lights flashed around 

the BLC Theater stage while the screen showed 
hashtagged tweets reflecting the R Factor showcase. 

As 8 p.m. approached, the audience lights dimmed 
and the onstage lights turned blue. R Factor VI was 
about to begin.

Senior elementary education major Jackie Palmer 
and junior public relations major Kevin Grunder 
walked out, introducing themselves and the judges.

The judges were singer-songwriter Jaden Michaels, 
singer and season-one finalist of R Factor Dani 
Knights, coordinator of  marketing and promotions 
Donte Carty, and assistant director of  campus life 
Nick Barbati.

Palmer and Grunder explained how the show and 
voting would take place. 

In round one, nine students would sing and the 
audience would vote. Then, the top two would be 
picked, followed by the judges’ vote for the third final-
ist chair. In round two, the finalists would perform 
their last song and then the audience would once 
again vote for the winner.

The night kicked off  with sophomore music 
education major Justin Farrell performing a mashup 
of  “Don’t” by Ed Sheeran, “Thrift Shop” by 
Macklemore and Ryan Lewis featuring Wanz and 
“No Diggity” by Blackstreet.

Freshman musical theater major Janayla Montes 
sang “I Have Nothing” by Whitney Houston, saying 
afterwards, “When I sing, I want the audience to feel 

me.”
Senior psychology major Diamond Carr sang 

“Superstition” by Stevie Wonder followed by senior 
psychology major Marissa Gennerelli who sang 
“Gravity” by Sara Bareilles.

Michaels complimented Gennerelli’s vocal abilty, 
noting that her voice reminds her of  Bareilles.

Next to take the stage was freshman liberal 
arts major Gabriela Mendoza who sang “1+1” by 
Beyonce. Michaels stated that she would want to work 
with her on an album in the future. 

Mendoza’s coach, Knights, agreed and told her 
that she “cannot stop singing.”

Sophomore elementary education major Taylor 
Donovan hit the stage singing Adele’s song “Crazy 
For You.” 

Barbati praised Donovan’s performance, saying she 
sang the song better than Adele herself. 

Freshman music studies major Davia Echols per-
formed “Neither One of  Us” by Gladys Knight.

Following Echols was freshman secondary educa-
tion major Joseph Panuccio who sang “Jealous” by 
Labrinth. 

“There’s a sweet, humbling spirit about you,” 
Knights said. 

The last contestant was freshman elementary 
education major Chloe Heisler, who sang a quirky 
rendition of  “Riptide” by Vance Joy.

For the second round, the audience first voted in 
Mendoza and Montes. Now, the pressure was on the 
judges, who had to pick the third contestant to be the 
finalist. 

Carty voted for Gennerelli and Michaels voted 
for Donovan, while Barbati and Knights voted for 
Mendoza. 

Mendoza went first in round two and sang a 
part of  Alicia Keys and John Mayer’s song “Lesson 
Learned” while playing the piano. 

Knights, her coach, acknowledged her artistry 
because even though she was nervous, it was still 
beautiful.

Next, Montes sang a gospel song, “His Eye is on 
The Sparrow.”

It was clearly a crowd pleaser, as evidenced by 
chants of  “Amen!” and “Yes!” that filled the room.

Barbati simply said, “[Your] voice is so beautiful.”
Last but not least, Panuccio sung an original song, 

titled “Lay Next to Me.”
He sang directly to the audience, later coming 

down from the stage, singing eye to eye with Michaels 
and giving a rose to Barbati. 

At the end of  the song, the theater erupted into 
screams and applause. 

Grunder and Palmer made their way back to the 
stage with the results. It was announced that Mendoza 

came in third place.
Suspense filled the room as it now came down to 

Montes and Panuccio. People seemed to hold their 
breath while waiting for the winner to be announced. 

Palmer and Grunder declared that Panuccio was 
the winner of  season VI of  R Factor. 

Panuccio’s soccer teammates nearly leapt out of  
their seats with the crowd, giving him a standing 
ovation. 

As the show closed, Panuccio sang, “Nothing Shy,” 
which happened to be the same song he sang for his 
audition.

“It feels amazing [to win] as a freshman,” Panuccio 
said. “It’s unreal and unexpected.”

By Samantha Brandbergh and Rena Carmen

THE civil rights movement lives on in the Flip 
Schulke Photography Exhibit, “Civil Rights: Then 
& Now,” which had its official opening on Oct. 5. 

Shulke, a renowned photographer, has taken 
memorable photos of  John. F. Kennedy, Muhammad 
Ali and even astronauts during the early space pro-
gram. He was a “pioneer in underwater photography” 
and “continued to be an active photojournalist” until 
his death on May 15, 2008, at the age of  77.

According to Pamela Pruitt, director of  multicul-
tural affairs, Shulke was “a great friend of  the univer-
sity’s” who recently received an honorary degree from 
Rider. His personal collection has over 11,000 photos, 
many of  which include Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and 
his family, and is housed in the University of  Texas. 

“Our purpose is to prepare students for a multicul-
tural world and to foster among them the skills and 
values that will help them manage the challenges and 
opportunities of  our diverse and interdependent global 
world,” said Pruitt.

The exhibit covers racial tensions felt from the 1960s  
to present day.

“They give me chills to see the pictures, to see 
[King], to see the era, and to know that we still have 
this struggle today,” Pruitt said. “So I’m really happy 
that we were able to bring these photographs. The his-
tory sometimes gets lost in the transition of  living. A lot 
of  the young people on our campus need to see, need 
to hear and need to engage.”

The ribbon-cutting ceremony in the Student 
Recreation Center seminary room was followed by a 
panel discussion featuring two influential figures from 
the civil rights movement. Hosted by Pruitt and mod-
erated by Anthony Campbell, dean of  students, the 

exhibit’s opening generated an intimate crowd, allow-
ing the speakers to meet eyes with every student.

The two panelists were Dr. George Pruitt, president 
of  Thomas Edison State College in Trenton, and Edith 
Savage-Jennings, a key figure during the civil rights 
movement. 

An introduction for Savage-Jennings outlined her 
journey through the movement and the many changes 
that were put in place because of  her influence. Among 
them, Savage-Jennings discussed a time when she was 
13 and managed to integrate the Capitol Theater in 
Trenton with a group of  friends. 

During that time, it was customary for “colored 
people” to sit in the balcony section of  movie theaters. 
Being the activist Savage-Jennings was, and still is, she 
and her friends sat in the second row, despite the man-
ager telling them otherwise. 

“The whole movie, they didn’t call the police, we 
didn’t go to juvenile hall, so I said to my friends, ‘We 
are going back next Saturday, and we are sitting in the 
same seats, and we’re not going to move,’” she said. 
“And I noticed that [the usher] didn’t come back to say 
we had to go to the balcony. So I said, ‘He’s probably 
sending for the police.’ But the police never came.”

In addition to developing friendships with Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Rosa Parks and Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Savage-Jennings has been a guest at the White House 
under 12 Presidents, including President Obama. 

Savage-Jennings’ activism during the civil rights 
movement was not a walk in the park, however. 

In 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson sent her 
on a “secret mission” to Hattiesburg, Mississippi, 
which could have potentially landed her in jail to this 
day. Savage-Jennings was to meet with student civil 
rights activists who had been jailed and unable to 

communicate with the outside world for more than a 
year. 

“I had my mother in the house saying, ‘Sometimes 
I wish you didn’t do these things.’ But, something was 
just inside of  me that said, ‘You do what you think is 
right.’”

Dr. Pruitt shared personal stories on the panel as 
well, detailing a specific time in his life where he lost 
two family members, including his pregnant Aunt 
Daisy. 

“She was sitting at the kitchen table and she belched 
up blood,” he explained. “She called her brother, who 
was the only black doctor in the town. When they got 
her to the hospital, they didn’t have her blood type. 
The closest blood bank that would give blood to black 
people was in Jackson, about 50 miles away. By the 
time she got back, my aunt had bled to death and my 
[unborn] cousin had died. She died because she was 
black.”

Campbell addressed the current racial issues we 
have in society, asking the panelists what Americans in 
society can do to encourage progress. 

“The struggles we have now are not so much about 
civil rights,” Pruitt said. “Although there will always be 
racism in the society, we must oppose that, I challenge: 
what are we going to do with the tools that the civil 
rights movement left us with?” 

On Thursday, Oct. 8, a march for “peace” and 
“solidarity” will end with a song and the lighting of  the 
Unity Candles in front of  Moore Library. 

“I hope [this] will build a tradition on this campus 
because you know we are a tapestry of  differences,” 
Ms. Pruitt said. “We need to blend those differences 
together. And we need to appreciate that all of  us 
come from different places, and have different likes and 

dislikes, but we can all live together and be prepared 
for that global world that will happen when we gradu-
ate here.”
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From above clockwise: Photos from the Flip Schulke Archives. 
During his time working, Schulke had intimate access to the King 
Family.
Immediate right: Pam Pruitt, Dean Campbell, President 
Dell’Omo, Edith Savage-Jennings, and Dr. Pruitt respectively, 
cut the opening ribbon for the Flip Schulke Photography Exhibit, 
“Civil Rights: Then & Now.”
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Past photos bring back lessons today

R E V I E W

First song for a crowd 
and first in final score THOSE who are turned off  by modern 

classical music may change their 
minds after attending the next 
Westminster Conservatory faculty 

recital. 
Flutists Ellen Fisher-Deerberg 

and Kevin Willois with pianist Ryan 
Brechmacher will perform in “Roses 
and Chocolates: 20th and 21st 
Century Confections for Two Flutes,” 
on Oct. 11 in Bristol Chapel on the 
Westminster Choir College campus.

“For the people who shy away from 
contemporary music, this program will 
show them that contemporary music 
is not necessarily atonal, or harsh, or 
difficult to understand. It can be tonal, 
romantic, jazzy, upbeat, lyrical, beauti-
ful and uplifting,” Fisher-Deerberg 
said.

This is just one of  many perfor-
mances offered by faculty and students 
on both campuses, according to Anne 
Sears, director of  external affairs for 
Westminster. 

Ellen Fisher-Deerberg described the  
inspiration behind the upcoming event. 

“I initially put in my proposal for 
a Valentine’s Day concert, hence the 
Roses and Chocolates title,” she said. 
“However, the office decided that Oct. 
11 would be my date, but the title was 
catchy enough to stick.”

Willois, Fisher-Deerberg and 
Brechmacher share a great bond, and 
are inspired by the growth of  their 
friendship. 

“We love to play, and we are loving 
working together,” Fisher-Deerberg 
said. “Kevin and I find it easy to play 

together, and from the very start, when 
we added Ryan on piano, it was just 
magical. The joy of  playing is what 
motivates us; it is nothing but sheer fun.”

Although Fisher-Deerberg finds hap-
piness in playing the flute, she noted that 
it is no laughing matter.

“When someone asks, ‘Do you play 
an instrument?’ you don’t answer, ‘I 
practice flute.’ You say, ‘I play the 
flute,’” she said. “It’s serious work, 
it’s hard work, it makes you tired and 

sometimes a wee bit cranky, but when 
you get together with your peers and 
play marvelous music such as what we 
are doing for this concert, it’s totally 
fun.” 

As with all events, a lot of  work goes 
into ensuring that everything operates 
according to plan.

“Preparing a concert like this can 
take up all of  your time, not only for 
practice, but for things like stage man-
agement, figuring out how to record it, 
putting together program notes, and for 
me, figuring out what I would like to 
wear,” Fisher-Deerberg said. 

“For some of  us, ladies in particu-
lar, we like to coordinate our concert 
attire to fit in with the music that we are 
presenting.”

The performers are extremely pas-
sionate in what they do and are looking 
forward to presenting their talent to their 
audiences.

They also encourage students to pur-
sue their musical interests, even if  they 
eventually work in another field.

“I’ve always found that musicians are 
friendly, easy to get along with and it’s 
easier to find a group of  friends to hang 
out with if  you have a whole orchestra 
or band to choose from,” said Fisher-
Deerberg. “Just because you have a full 
time job outside of  music doesn’t mean 
that you can’t play anymore. Don’t let it 
go.” 

Ellen Fisher-Deerberg is bringing contemporary 
music to students with her concert “Roses and 
Chocolates: 20th and 21st Century Confections for 
Two Flutes.”

By Modjina Ovil
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Concert to be a sweet treat for all 

Joseph Panuccio (above) took home the R Factor trophy on Friday night. His original song, Lay Next to Me, will be on iTunes soon. 
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By Marcus Allen
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Sports

By Brandon Scalea

FOLLOWING a shutout loss to Marist 
in the opener of  conference play, 
the men’s soccer team was blanked 
yet again by St. Peter’s, before 

finally picking up its first win of  the 
MAAC season on Oct. 3 against Iona.

Rider’s offense was top 10 in the 
nation in goals scored last season, but 
against St. Peter’s on Sept. 30, the 
Broncs (6-4, 1-2 MAAC) were again 
looking for answers. 

With both teams playing a man 
down because of  red cards issued in 
the first half, the Peacocks (5-4-1, 2-1 
MAAC) took a 1-0 lead in the 71st min-
ute off  a shot from senior midfielder 
Chris Rodrigues. Despite offensive 
struggles from both teams the entire 
game, it only took four minutes for St. 
Peter’s to strike again. 

It was sophomore midfielder Jack 
Pounce who beat junior goalkeeper 
David Pastuna with an unassisted goal 
for the 2-0 lead, a lead that would hold 
for the rest of  the afternoon. 

Although he was handed the loss, 
Pastuna kept the Broncs in the game, 
making five saves. The Peacocks out-
shot the Broncs 11-7.

It was the first time in three seasons 
that the Peacocks were able to hold 
off  the Broncs, with Rider holding a 
22-12-2 advantage in the series that 
dates back 55 years.

Three days later, the Broncs were 
able to reestablish some offensive 
confidence with a solid victory in New 

Rochelle, New York against the Gaels, 
a team they had not beaten in a decade.

Junior forward Zach Bond described 
the feeling of  finally escaping New 
Rochelle with a win.

“It always feels great to win a 
MAAC game, but beating [Iona] was 
definitely a weight off  our chest,” he 
said. “I feel like it has given us the moti-
vation we need moving forward.”

Despite missing a pair of  key defen-
semen and its top scorer, junior mid-
fielder Christian Flath, Rider escaped 
with a 2-0 win.

The scoring came early, as senior 

forward Florian Valot netted a penalty 
kick in just the 16th minute of  play. It 
was the fourth goal of  the season for 
Valot, who was out the previous four 
games because of  injury. 

Just four minutes later, sophomore 
forward Elliot Otmani continued his 
hot streak, scoring off  a pass from Valot 
to make it 2-0. 

Iona (5-5-1, 1-2 MAAC) was able to 
outshoot the Broncs 16-13, but Rider’s 
senior goalkeeper Ryan Baird made 
eight saves, the highest of  his career.

The Broncs will look to carry the 
momentum into a huge test with 

defending MAAC champion and in-
state rival Monmouth, when they host 
them on Oct. 7. 

Bond said his team is excited for the 
intensity the rivalry game will bring.

“Monmouth has always been one of  
our strongest competitors, and we are 
really looking to prove that with our 
talent and motivation, we can beat the 
defending champions,” he said. “We 
showed against Iona that we have the 
talent and work ethic to beat anyone in 
this conference.”

FALL CAREER FAIR
Presented by the Rider University Office of Career Services

Thursday, October 8, 2015
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Student Recreation Center

Dress professionally • Bring plenty of resumés

Resume Blitz . . .  
Get Ready for the Fall Career Fair

Monday, October 5, 2015
Tuesday, October 6, 2015

Wednesday, October 7, 2015
9 to 11:30 a.m. & 1 to 4 p.m.

Business Majors . . . Go to Sweigart 214 • All Other Majors . . . Go to BLC 237

Let the Rider University 
Office of Career Services Staff  

Critique Your Resume on the Spot!

To see the list of employees attending,
log onto the Broncs Career Link.

Students in all majors welcome . . .

Questions? Call the Office of Career Services
www.rider.edu/careerservices • 609-896-5000 ext. 5058

M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Offense comes back to life against Iona

Junior goalkeeper David Pastuna made five saves in a MAAC contest against St. Peter’s, despite losing the game to the Peacocks 2-0 on Sept. 30.
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Sports
V O L L E Y B A L L

Broncs continue unbeaten MAAC streak
By Carlos Toro

FOR the first time in its history, the 
Rider volleyball team has begun 
its conference schedule winning its 
first six matches.

The Broncs (11-9, 6-0 MAAC) 
accomplished this feat on the road by 
sweeping Quinnipiac on Oct. 3 and 
then beating Fairfield 3-1 on Oct. 4.

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano 
acknowledges the historic start as a 
great thing for the program; he also 
knows that his squad is capable of  
reaching even greater heights.

“We are playing very good volley-
ball, but not our best,” Feliciano said. 
“I’m really happy of  the way we’ve 
improved, and credit should go to our 
senior captains for keeping the team 
together. If  we can start MAAC play 
6-0 and still have things to work on, 
then we are in great place.”

Rider’s first set against Quinnipiac 
(1-14, 0-4 MAAC) was a relatively 
close affair, as Rider narrowly led the 
opening set 14-12. However, the Broncs 
went on an 8-2 scoring run which gave 
them the cushion needed to win the 
opening set 25-21.

The following two sets were domi-
nated by the Broncs, winning 25-10 
and 25-13 to complete the game sweep. 
The win against Quinnipiac was the 
fifth straight victory in conference play 
for the Broncs, making it the second 
season in a row that Rider began its 
MAAC season 5-0.

There were several notable per-
formances in the game against the 
Bobcats, including freshman Hailey 
Riede who led the team with 12 kills 
and had a .458 attack percentage. 
Junior middle hitter Kaitlyn Griffin had 
11 kills on a .714 attack percentage. 
Rider had the lead throughout almost 
the entire game, save for one instance 
where the Bobcats pulled ahead early 
on in the third set.

Griffin also made history, eclips-
ing the 1,000-point mark in her Rider 
career. Despite acknowledging the great 
honor, Griffin also gave credit to her 
teammates who helped her achieve this 
milestone. 

“Honestly, as a middle blocker I rely 
on my passers and setters to get me the 
ball,” Griffin said. “They have been 
doing a great job, which makes my job 
much easier.”

The Broncs went to play Fairfield 
(6-8, 2-3 MAAC) on the road, hop-
ing to beat the Stags for the first time 
since 2009 and win for the first time at 
Fairfield’s home court since joining the 
MAAC in 1997.

The match started with the Stags 
leading Rider 4-2 in the opening set, 
but the combined attack of  Riede, 
Griffin, junior outside hitter Ryan 
Ackermann, and sophomore right side 
hitter  Jennifer Borio, amongst others, 
propelled the Broncs to take control of  
the game from that point forward, win-
ning the first set 25-20.

But the Stags rebounded. In the 
second set, after leading 11-9, they 
scored seven straight points which gave 
Fairfield a big enough lead to close out 
the set with a 25-17 victory.

From that point forward, Rider 
started getting its offensive rhythm in 
place, winning the third set, 25-21, and 
dominating the fourth and final set, 
25-16.

Ackermann and her teammates 
were excited about getting the win at 
Fairfield and starting the conference 
schedule with a 6-0 record, but she 
recognizes that there is still work to be 
done and that the season is a long one.

“Starting conference play 6-0 is a 
great feeling,” Ackermann said. “Of  
course, we want to keep going, and we 

are always working our hardest to get to 
the next win.”

Rider was led by senior setter 
Brandie Hill, who compiled 23 assists 
and 10 digs, with sophomore setter 
Veronica Koval adding 13 assists and 
nine digs. Griffin had 17 points and 
nine kills against Fairfield. Sophomore 
defensive specialist Emma Aldaya had 
15 digs.

The conference road trip continues 
as Rider faces Manhattan on Oct. 10 
and Iona on Oct. 11. Feliciano believes 
that the team will not rest on its laurels.

“That’s the great thing about this 
year’s team,” Feliciano said. “Their 
mindset is so much more improved. We 
take it one match at a time.”

Junior middle hitter Kaitlyn Griffin eclipsed 1,000 career points on Oct. 3 in a win against Quinnipiac.
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F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Field hockey humbled by two straight losses
By Brandon Ferris

AFTER a six-goal performance against Colgate, the 
field hockey team suddenly found goals hard to 
come by.

Head Coach Lori Hussong feels that, 
although these games were the toughest of  the year so 
far, the Broncs are making no excuses in the loss.

“When we schedule games for the season, we look 
to put some of  our tougher opponents towards the 
end of  non-conference play,” she said. “Going into 
the weekend, we knew that we would have to play our 
best. The weekend was a mix of  some really great play 
and some poor defensive decisions.”

The Broncs (7-4) traveled to Pennsylvania on Oct. 2 
to play against Lock Haven in a non-conference game. 
The Broncs lost the game after an overtime goal off  a 
penalty stroke 1:55 into the second overtime. 

Freshman midfielder Jessica Randazzo scored 
the only goal for the Broncs at the 40-minute 
mark. Sophomore forward Allison Baligian assisted 
Randazzo with a cross to the inside circle and 
Randazzo put it in far post, her second of  the year.

Baligian mentioned that while early goals have 
been key for Rider, it just was not enough to hold off  
familiar rival Lock Haven (11-2, 2-2 PSAC).

“We need to continue to score early to set the tone 
for the game,” Baligian said. “The key is to keep work-
ing together as a unit. Unfortunately, we made some 
key mistakes on both offense and defense that didn’t 
allow us to win.”

Senior goalkeeper Joelle Prettyman allowed two 
goals, while recording eight saves, bringing her record 
to 6-2 as the Broncs’ starting goalie.

The Lady Eagles outshot the Broncs 19-7, with 
10 of  those shots on goal. Junior forward Rachel 
Valentine scored the game’s first goal at 23:23 after 
a deflection from a long ball. Valentine recorded her 
10th goal of  the season. Senior forward Stephanie 
Whiteman recorded her second goal of  the season 
after she scored the game-winning goal in overtime. 

The Broncs trailed Lock Haven until Randazzo’s 
goal at the 40th minute. The game went into two 

overtimes with Lock Haven outshooting Rider in both 
overtime periods. 

Traveling from Lock Haven, Rider stopped in 
Philadelphia for a non-conference game against 
Drexel (4-6, 1-0 CAA) on Oct. 4. The Broncs battled, 
but the dragons defeated Rider 4-2, marking the sec-
ond loss in a row. 

Drexel jumped to a 2-0 lead within the first 18 
minutes of  the game. Freshman midfielder Megan 
Wiest scored the first goal for Drexel unassisted at 
the eight-minute mark and junior midfielder Jessica 
McCarthy scored ten minutes later off  a corner from 
senior forward Mary Lynam. 

After trailing 2-0, the Broncs’ junior forward Kalyn 
O’Brien scored her first goal of  the season off  an assist 
from freshman midfielder Christine van Egmond. Van 
Egmond, a freshman, connected with O’Brien on a 
long pass from outside of  the circle, and O’Brien was 
able to score on the left side of  the net. 

O’Brien feels that the effort has been there for her 
team, they just haven’t been able to take advantage of  
opportunities at key moments.

“Offensively we didn’t cash in, and defensively 
we made a lot of  fundamental errors,” she said. “We 

played hard both games but going forward, we need 
to learn from this and limit those mistakes. We have to 
remain positive.”

With Rider trailing by a goal, Drexel junior 
forward Idrienne Walker scored back-to-back goals 
within four minutes. Walker was assisted by senior 
midfielder Danielle Grassi and freshman midfielder 
Amy Ferguson, respectively. 

Walker received passes from both women near 
the inside circle and was able to get the ball past 
Prettyman. At 55:21 of  the game, junior forward 
Carlie Spaeder scored a goal unassisted. She shot the 
ball from the top of  the circle and scored on Drexel 
goalie Ainslie Rhoads.

Prettyman received her third loss of  the season as 
the starting goalie.  

Rider gets a week off  and then travels to Villanova, 
Pennsylvania to take on the Wildcats on Oct. 11 for its 
final non-conference game of  the year. 

After finishing as runner-ups in the conference title 
game last season, Rider will look to keep its identity as 
an elite MAAC program. Hussong feels that playing 
another familiar opponent before the start of  confer-
ence play will leave the Broncs in good shape. 

“This is our last game to iron out our play and we 
will spend the entire week preparing and fine-tuning 
our weaknesses,” Hussong said. “Hopefully, we will 
take the lessons learned from this past weekend and 
they will make us stronger in our will and determina-
tion as we head into the most important stretch of  our 
season.”

Additional reporting by Brandon Scalea

Sophomore forward Allison Baligian has an assist in a 2-1 loss.
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