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To Xfinity and beyond: Upgrading streaming services
By Julia Corrigan

MORE television and movie options will be avail-
able to students this fall, as Rider becomes the 
first school in New Jersey to join the growing 
list of  campuses nationwide subscribing to 

Comcast’s multi-device streaming, Xfinity on Campus.
The program, available for students living on the 

Lawrenceville and Princeton campuses, will not only 
offer the standard cable in the rooms, but also allow 
residents to stream videos off  of  their mobile devices, 
laptops and tablets. The service is part of  the $170 
resident technology fee, which is included in the room 
rate.

“I think students will really enjoy the Xfinity 
program because they can get more shows, take it on 
the go and have the ability to purchase more premium 
content,” said Anthony Campbell, dean of  students. 

This service includes Xfinity on Demand and 
the option to buy subscriptions to premium content 
like HBO, Starz, Showtime and additional sports 
packages. 

Xfinity on Campus will not interfere with the uni-
versity’s bandwidth because Comcast has installed an 
Internet circuit exclusively for Xfinity on Campus and 
other Comcast traffic.

“Students will like it because it takes the streaming 
aspect off  of  the Internet we have and puts it on the 
Xfinity cable,” said Campbell. “That should cut out 
some of  the traffic from streaming and improve the 
capacity of  the Internet.” 

To access the service, students can log in using their 
university credentials when connected to the campus 
network and gain access to thousands of  options. 

Students should not worry about retrieving the new 
program since “Comcast representatives will be avail-
able to ensure resident students can get connected and 
use the service,” according to Carol Kondrach, associ-
ate vice president for information technology. 

Some resident students also agree that the Xfinity 
program will be a great new addition this year. 

“The program is a really cool option for students to 
have,” said junior communication studies major Leah 

Corcillo. “I think the new contract is great for a lot of  
people who have a passion for their shows.” 

Others, however, find they are losing some familiar 
favorites like TruTV, LOGO, Teen Nick and the NFL 
Network. 

“I’m upset I can’t see some of  my guilty pleasure 
shows like RuPaul’s Drag Race on LOGO when it comes 
back on,” said junior marketing major Rhiannon 
Karpiak. 

Regardless, the new provider offers flexibility and 
brings some of  the comforts of  entertainment to cam-
pus, according to Campbell. 

“The program is more like home,” he said. “Now 
the students have the same choices they have at home 
on campus. If  they want to sit outside and watch or 
preview shows in a waiting area, they can take it with 
them.” 

shortfall to challenges brought upon by what is called 
“the new normal” in private institutions. These chal-
lenges include demographic changes, price sensitivity, 
debt levels and competition from other institutions.

“These are not temporary issues or minor chal-
lenges, but in fact fundamental changes that require 
new ways of  thinking and operating while maintaining 
a mission and a purpose,” Dell’Omo said. 

Demographics, mainly in the New England and 
Mid-Atlantic regions. Jamie O’Hara, vice president 
for enrollment management, said there has been a 
decrease over time in the number of  students graduat-
ing from high school.

“In the state of  New Jersey, for example, this past 
year there were just about 1,000 less graduates from 
traditional high schools,” O’Hara said. “If  you go 
back — there’s a graph I’ve been sharing with some 
folks — from 2004 to around [projected graduation 
dates of] 2026, the actual decline is pretty significant.”

This decline is not nationwide, however. According 
to O’Hara, states in the South and Midwest are still 
seeing growth in the number of  graduating high 
school students.

New Jersey ranked in the top five states for “export-
ing” high school students, according to O’Hara. 
Students leaving for higher education institutions in 
other areas affect Rider each year.

“New Jersey is incredibly popular for having a lot 
of  colleges and universities come to recruit New Jersey 
students because they’re willing to travel,” O’Hara 
said.

Karns added that private institutions like Rider 
face challenges involving the Building Our Future 
bonds issued by the state.

“When New Jersey issued those Building Our 
Future bonds to help colleges and universities improve 
their facilities, the majority of  the money is going to 
the public colleges and universities,” Karns said. “It 
was $754 million in bond money and maybe about 
$50 million in total went to the private colleges. So, 
it just makes it really challenging when the state of  
New Jersey is paying for [public colleges’] facilities’ 
improvements. It puts us at a disadvantage.”

Cuts and savings
The expectation of  an increase in freshman enroll-

ment for 2015-16 allowed the original budget to have 
increased wages and the same pension contribution. 
Once the numbers came in, steps had to be taken, 
administrators said. 

To start, any purchases made in June were frozen. 
According to Karns, this helped the university save 
$1 million and preserve the quasi-endowment, which 
consists of  accumulated surpluses and can only be 
spent with approval by the board of  trustees.

“We were basically saving it for prospective defi-
cits,” Karns said. “The key message is that it’s not 
permanent funding. Once it’s gone, it’s gone.”

When additional steps needed to be taken, Karns 
says non-bargaining employees were not the only ones 

impacted.
“We said, ‘How could we offset the decline in rev-

enue?’ and really we brought it back at this point with 
some really painful steps about the personnel pieces,” 
Karns said. “We also did university-wide operating 
budget cuts and that included lots of  different action. 
I do expect we’re going to have a couple of  years of  
deficit spending, the same kinds of  contributions to 
the savings that we asked the staff. Right now, that is 
who is contributing to the wage and benefit savings. 
We are hoping that the AAUP (American Association 
of  University Professors, which represents the faculty) 
will join in, but that’s a decision they have to make 
and those conversations are in process.”

However, Dr. Bryan Spiegelberg, president of  
Rider’s chapter of  the AAUP, says the union is still in 
the dark on a number of  issues.

“We are happy to work with administration to solve 
problems, but our relationship needs to be a two-way 
street,” he said. “Our membership will do what we 
believe is in the best interest of  the long-term health 
of  the institution, but we need information to perform 
appropriate analyses.”

Future
While the next goals for new student enrollment 

and continuing student retention will not be specifi-
cally established until some point in the recruitment 
cycle, O’Hara is confident about the future, especially 
considering new programs at Rider, including the 
sport management co-major and the health care man-
agement and health science majors. 

O’Hara feels these programs, along with financial 
aid packages, will keep prospective students attracted.

“It’s important to have strong academic programs 
that are also attractive to students that are in the mar-
ket,” O’Hara said. “Now that there are less of  them, 
you have to make sure that you’re keeping your majors 
in a place that are responsive, so your programs are 
very important.”

In addition, Dell’Omo will develop strategic plan-
ning for the next couple of  years with the intention 
of  improving student experiences. He also announced 
plans to expand recruitment activities, which include 
expanding online advertising, expanding out-of-state 
recruitment in those with growth of  high school 
graduates and enhanced faculty interactions in days 
such as Admitted Student Days.

“I’m grateful I’ve been given the opportunity to 
be Rider’s seventh president and I am enthusiastic to 
work with all of  you to build Rider’s strengths and 
traditions,” Dell’Omo said.

Shortfall forces cutbacks
Cont’d from P. 1
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By Jason Diaz

RIDER University is mourning 
the loss of  philanthropist Elsie 
Hilliard Hillman, an alumna 
from the class of  1948 and 

beloved friend of  the university commu-
nity. Hillman passed away at the age of  
89 on the morning of  Aug. 4, at UMPC 
Shadyside Hospital in Pittsburgh.

 Hillman was best known for her 
enthusiastic attitude. Her affable pres-
ence and contagious happiness made 
a lasting impression on whomever she 
met. In addition to her outstanding 
character, Hillman was a dedicated and 
notable member of  the community in 
her hometown of  Pittsburgh. 

President Gregory Dell’Omo fondly 
remembered Hillman’s devotion toward 
her community from his time at Robert 
Morris University.

“Elsie was a kind and charismatic 
woman, deeply involved in the com-
munity and the interests that she 
loved,” Dell’Omo said. “Earlier this 
year, when I became president-elect of  
Rider, I met with Elsie, and her pas-
sion for Westminster was immediately 
evident. Elsie told me she was sad to 
see me leaving her beloved home of  
Pittsburgh, but was equally excited that 
I was coming to Rider.”

Starting as a campaign supporter 
for the presidency of  Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Hillman was a former 
National Committeewoman for the 
Republican party and became affili-
ated with prominent political leaders. 
Working with both Democrats and 
Republicans, Hillman focused heavily 
on key issues such as civil rights and 
women’s rights. 

As a constant advocate for the 
people and communities she adored, 

Hillman dedicated herself  to oth-
ers through her support of  the arts 
and education. As board of  trustees 
members at Westminster and Rider, 
both Hillman and her husband became 
significant figures in providing students 
with the tools necessary to receive a 
fulfilling education.

Hillman’s legacy goes beyond her 
status as an alumna and friend. She 
is the granddaughter of  Katherine 
Houk Talbott, a significant figure in 
the founding of  Westminster Choir 
College.  

Hillman was recently recognized 
as a key figure in the integration 
of  the Marion Buckelew Cullen 
Center’s Hillman Performance Hall, 
a 3,000-square-foot rehearsal and 
performance space that opened to the 
Westminster community on Sept. 2, 
2014. The hall was named to honor the 
Henry L. Hillman Foundation, which 
provided a $3 million grant toward its 
construction. The generosity of  the 
Hillman Foundation has also provided 
the Westminster campus with the Elsie 
Hillard Hillman Chair for Artistic 
Direction, endowed scholarships and 
improved technological resources.

By Julia Corrigan

HELEN Hubbert Kemp, class of  
1941, a Westminster alumna, 
staff  member, and well-known 
choral music legend passed away 

at the age of  97 on Aug. 23 in Jamison, 
Pa.

Kemp was born in Perkasie, Pa, on 
Easter Sunday in 1918 to Frieda and 
Edward Hubbert. Kemp grew up in a 
household full of  music, which led her 
to realize her own musical talent. She 
then attended Westminster and fell in 
love with her lifelong partner, John S.C. 
Kemp. The Kemps lived in Oklahoma 
City from 1949-69 and established a 
“graded choir program” at the First 
Presbyterian Church, which involved 
over 700 choristers varying in age. Both 
Helen and John served two tenures 
on the Westminster faculty, teaching 
church music and voice respectively.

Kemp was known internationally 
for being highly skilled in the choral 
field, especially with children’s choirs. 
Throughout her life, Kemp received 
various awards for musical excellence. 
She also trained teachers and their 
students in the art of  choral singing for 
more than seven decades. 

The Kemps were founding members 
of  the Choristers Guild, an interna-
tional organization to provide material, 
music, and support for children’s choirs. 
She inspired not only teachers and 
singers, but also her own family. Her 
children and grandchildren have been 
successful in the musical realm, espe-
cially the world of  church music. Her 
daughter, Julia Kemp, and her husband, 
Guy Rothfuss, are adjunct assistant 
professors of  voice at Westminster. 

“My daughter was simply starstruck 
when she was given the chance to 

participate in a workshop with Kemp,” 
said Lindsey Christiansen, professor of  
voice at Westminster. “She made every 
9-year-old feel as though they were the 
finest musicians and the most important 
people in her life at that moment.”

Kemp’s teachings were influential to 
those in the choral field, according to 
Assistant Professor of  sacred music at 
Westminster Tom Shelton.

“She was so forward thinking,” 
said Shelton. “Two days before she 
passed away, she was working on a 
promotional video on Facebook for the 
Kemp Church Music Symposium at 
Westminster Choir College.”

 Shelton said that Kemp’s mantra 
was “body, mind, spirit, voice.” This 
phrase became known worldwide and 
inspired many. 

“Kemp’s integrity and musical 
honesty were immediately clear to all 
with whom she worked,” according to 
Christiansen.

A memorial service will be held at 
Westminster’s Bristol Chapel on Sept. 
19 at 1 p.m. The service will be live-
streamed for those who are not able to 
attend and details will be on rider.edu/
wcc. 

English professor was 
‘gifted playwright’
By Kierstin Molnaur

ASSOCIATE professor of  English 
Rebecca Basham passed away 
on July 22 at the age of  48. In 
addition to being a professor, she 

was also a playwright who had many 
of  her works produced and read on 
campus. 

Basham received her M.F.A. in 
creative writing from the University of  
New Orleans in 2001. As a playwright, 
she produced many plays around the 
county including Lot’s Daughters, Arbeit 
Macht Frei, Louisiana LIKK-HR and 
Wrinkles, which were published by 
Samuel French. 

In 2002, Basham came to Rider 
where she taught playwriting, screen-
writing and literature courses, as well 
as contributed to the Gender and 
Sexuality Studies, American Studies, 
and Film and Media Studies programs. 
From 2004-2007, she directed the 
Gender and Sexuality Studies Program 
and received the Sadie L. Ziegler-
Bernice Gee Award in 2010, presented 
to the person who has most significantly 
contributed to ending gender-based 
discrimination. 

Basham was the recipient of  many 
prestigious awards, including the 
William Morris Award, Jane Chambers 
National Playwright Award, The 

Sundance Award, and the Michael 
Kanin National Playwright Award. 
Many reviewers called her “a gifted 
playwright” and found her work deeply 
moving. Basham continued her acts of  
kindness and generosity by donating the 
proceeds of  her productions to LGBT 
organizations. 

“She was our truth-teller, always 
saying the exact right thing at the right 
time, insightful about people, and 
funnier than all get out just when you 
needed it,” said professor of  English, 
Dr. Matthew Goldie. 

Dr. Vanita Neeklakanta, associate 
professor of  English, said she “adored 
her,” calling her a “mentor, friend and 
partner in crime.”

“Coming into work was that much 
more meaningful and fun if  she was 
there,” Neeklakanta said.

Former CLAES dean had 
a passion for adventure
By Gianluca D’Elia

JOSEPH Edward Nadeau, dean 
emeritus of  the College of  Liberal 
Arts, Education and Sciences, 
passed away on June 26 at the age 

of  72. 
Nadeau began his career at Rider 

in 1971 as an assistant professor of  
geology, and went on to become a dean 
in 1988. He supervised 25 programs 
teaching geology, geochemistry and 
oceanography. Nadeau served as a role 
model and mentor for his staff, and 
focused strongly on their development 
as a team. 

“Joe was a good mentor and a really 
great dean,” said Dr. Jim Riggs, a 
professor of  biology and immunology 
who worked closely with Nadeau. “He 
played a large part in helping sciences 
grow in importance at Rider.” 

Nadeau was also known among his 
friends and staff  for his sense for adven-
ture, and his constant world travelling 
earned him the nickname of  “Safari 
Joe.” His geological interests led him 
to Honduras, Bermuda, and the Czech 
Republic, where he guest-taught in the 
1970s. He also explored Mexico, Peru, 
Tahiti, and several other locations. 

“He was always going somewhere,” 
Riggs said. “We white water rafted 
down the Colorado River together 
twice. What was particularly fun about 

going with Joe is that he was a geolo-
gist, so he could tell you about all the 
rock structures.” 

Nadeau earned his bachelor’s, 
master’s and doctoral degrees in geol-
ogy. He authored and co-authored 
over 100 publications in geochemistry 
research while also working his way 
up to becoming a dean at Rider. He 
also served as a member of  the Barry 
Goldwater Scholarship and the evalua-
tion panel for Excellence in Education, 
which awards scholarships to students 
seeking careers in science, mathematics 
and engineering. 

Students, faculty and staff  members 
knew him for his passion for the sub-
jects he taught as well as his accessibil-
ity and friendliness. 

 “Joe was the kind of  guy who 
always had an open-door policy,” Riggs 
said. 

Obituaries
Hillman remembered 
for passion, enthusiasm

Kemp’s national stature 
began at Westminster
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STUDENTS worked alongside their African peers this 
summer to benefit a Moroccan community and its 
children during a service learning trip May 17-26. 

The trip was coordinated by the Association 
Min Ajlik.

“I wanted to do something extraordinary and dif-
ferent from the usual trips we’ve gone on,” said Kim 
Algeo, Rider’s study abroad assistant director.

According to Algeo, this trip possessed charac-
teristics unlike any other organized by Rider’s study 
abroad program. 

“For the first time, we worked side by side with 
Moroccan University students, which helped to build 
long-lasting relationships between our Rider students 
and the Moroccan students,” she said. 

For junior elementary education major Delia 
Barrientos, traveling to Morocco was something she 
couldn’t pass up. 

“As soon as I saw ‘Africa,’ I couldn’t say no,” she 
said. “I really enjoy doing service and thought it would 
be awesome to continue to do so abroad. Everything 
about the trip seemed so incredible.”

Throughout the trip, students participated in 
activities including the renovation of  a boys’ deten-
tion center and visiting the Rita Zniber Foundation 
Orphanage.

The orphanage, according to junior elementary 
education major Patrick Brennan, was where the 
students bonded the most with the Moroccan youth, 
ages 6 to 18.

“We spent many afternoons there hanging and 
playing with the kids, learning from them about their 
culture and teaching them about ours,” he said.

In addition to connecting with the Moroccan chil-
dren at the orphanage, Rider’s students assisted them 
in gardening as well as painting a mural. 

Among the many activities that took place in 
Morocco, a two-day camping excursion in the Sahara 
desert proved to be a highlight of  the trip. 

“Students rode camels to our camp setup, had a 

breathtaking view of  the stars and slept in tents after 
eating traditional Moroccan food that was cooked for 
them by a local village,” Algeo said. 

Between giving back to the Moroccan community 
and exploring the land, it’s clear that this experience 
allowed the students to put things into perspective. 

“I was taken aback by the kindness and generos-
ity of  the people of  Morocco, mainly the children we 
came to serve,” Barrientos said. “All of  them were 
willing to help out and though their situations were 

not ideal, they always greeted you with a smile and 
made you feel welcome.”

Brennan said he made more memories on this trip 
than he can count, and they will stay with him for 
years to come. 

“Whenever I serve, I keep a journal about my expe-
riences,” he said. “But unlike regular memories, these 
experiences are impressed onto the heart and can only 
be shared by those you served with.”

Algeo stressed the importance of  attending Rider’s 
service learning trips for the cultural experiences. 

“[Students] get to volunteer in another country, 
which will boost their resume, all while partaking in a 
completely different culture than their own and doing 
activities that they couldn’t do here in New Jersey,” she 
said.

Barrientos also encouraged students to embrace 
their spontaneity and desire to travel, both of  which 
this trip allowed her to do.  

“Though [the trip] was only 10 days, the group 
experienced so much and was able to truly see the 
culture of  Morocco,” she said. “Any chance you get to 
explore, go for it.”

For Brennan, building friendships through service 
has proven to be the most rewarding aspect of  service 
learning trips. 

“You get to have one-of-a-kind experiences and 
meet people you never thought existed,” he said.

Rider’s Study Abroad program will have a Study 
Abroad fair on Sept. 10 from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the 
SRC, where interested students can talk to those who 
have attended international service learning trips in 
the past. 

Algeo has confirmed that in May 2016, the Study 
Abroad program will be returning to Morocco and the 
Rita Zniber Foundation Orphanage to continue their 
service.

Anyone interested in attending next year’s service learning trip 
can email Kim Algeo at kalgeo@rider.edu. 

Students shoot for the stars, land on camels in Morocco

Patrick Brennan, junior elementary education major, rides a 
camel in the Moroccan desert during a break from working with 
the community on a service learning trip.

By Samantha Brandbergh
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Student playwright makes sinful theater debut
By Alexis Schulz

A FRENZIED steam of  transgression and anguish 
rose up onto the Open Arts Stage in Bordentown 
where Justin Giachetti, junior theater perfor-
mance major, debuted his play Inferno: A New 

Work About Sin on Aug. 14 and gave voice to sinful vices.
Depraved characters, representing the seven deadly 

sins, conjure up a sense of  dismay as they realize that 
they are stranded in a hellish limbo with Satan as their 
moral compass. 

Each character tells his or her story of  final 
moments and actions, before ending up in a room with 
changing hallways and no escape.

The opening scenes abstractly identify the per-
formance’s intrigue, acted out in perplexing silence. 
However, each sin, as explained through stories of  each 
character’s life, begins to blow intoxicating depth into 
the reality of  corruption and immorality. 

Each character’s insights take the issues of  eating 
disorders, prostitution, murder and unfaithfulness and 
weave them into mesmerizing tales. 

Each story takes hold of  the audience’s senses with 
chilling screams of  horror, the lashing out of  anger and 
the welling up of  despair.

Jenna Moschella, junior theater performance major, 
who plays Erin, was the only other Rider student in 
the play and took on “envy” through her story of  
an accidental child who never lives up to her sister’s 
reputation.

Her character’s envious, stubborn ways cause her to 
murder her sister in a tragic, captivating and writhing 
performance of  anger and hatred.

As the stories are told, tensions rise inside the 
room. In one of  the last scenes, Phoebe, a conservative 
Christian played by Liz Carlin, appears in the room 
abruptly, triggering all the others’ anxieties and causing 
heated anger. 

Phoebe’s presence causes a breaking point within the 
performance where captivating stories become over-
thrown by a curious plot twist. 

The characters become pitted against one another, 
and eventually Gus, a character ravaged by an eating 

disorder, who is played by Giachetti, eats himself  to 
death. 

This undoing stimulates the characters to give in to 
the sins that they portray and kill one another. 

Satan reveals himself  as the architect of  each 
character’s tribulation but viewers are left to question 
Satan’s nature when he becomes distressed over the 
death of  Phoebe. 

After all the characters die, Lyla, a girl sold into 
prostitution by her mother, played by Jennifer Suter, is 
invited by Satan to become his companion for all eter-
nity. At the last minute, however, Lyla is rescued by God 

and placed into heaven.
The performance’s ending was marred by a tangled 

plot line that masked the true raw emotion and craft of  
each character’s individual story.  But the pure emotion 
and guile each story presented surpassed the perplexity 
of  the performance’s end. 

The actors had true devotion to the characters they 
were representing and were able to bring each of  their 
tragic stories to life, leaving a lasting impression on how 
each sin was interpreted.

From left to right: Jenna Moschella, Alex Reitter, Paul Rahter, Liz Carlin and Jessica Pearson bring their talents to the stage.
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Fresh batch of Broncs settles onto campus
By Emily Klingman

ENTER this year’s freshmen, the class of  2019.  
Of  the newest Broncs, the majority gender is 

female, 56 percent, a decrease from last year’s 
freshman class which was 59 percent female. 

The most popular names among the freshmen Broncs 
are Amanda and Michael. 

According to Jamie O’Hara, vice president for enroll-
ment management, this is the third year in a row that 
Michael is the number one name among males at Rider. 

This year, Amanda knocked last year’s number one 
name among females, Samantha, down to number four. 

Among this year’s freshmen, the most popular majors 
are general liberal arts (GLAS) and general business 
administration (BUSD). The largest major in the fresh-
man class is biology, with 83 freshmen, an 80 percent 
increase from last year.

While 72 percent of  the freshmen are from New 
Jersey, the class represents 28 states total, as well as the 
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico. Aside from New 
Jersey, O’Hara said that most of  the freshmen are from 
New York (67) and Pennsylvania (63). 

Other popular states include Maryland (12) and 
Delaware (10). Eleven students hail from California and 
another 10 from Texas. The freshman class also includes 
14 international students.

Many of  the freshmen are eager to start the school 
year, and consider their transition to Rider a new chap-
ter in their story. 

Rebecca Arnold, who is undeclared but looking into a 
business major, has had her eye on Rider for a while.

“I chose Rider mainly because I got recruited for the 
cross country and track team,” said Arnold. “I know a 
few people who also attend Rider, so I heard many great 
things about the school.”

Since committing to the university, Arnold is antici-
pating immersing herself  into the Rider community. 

“I looked into the team and school and thought I 
made a great match,” she said. “I’m mostly excited for 
my own cross country meets and I’m excited to meet 
everyone on my team and also my future classmates.” 

As for other ways to get involved on campus, Arnold 
is open to what Rider has to offer.

“Meeting new people is my absolute favorite,” she 
said. “I’m trying to look for some clubs that have to do 
with community service, which I love. I’m not quite sure 
what else there is so I definitely have to look into some 
new ones.”

Arnold hopes that Rider will jumpstart a new version 
of  herself, saying her time here is “going to make me be 
the person I want to be.”

Freshman marketing and sports management major 
Patrick Auld finds himself  at home on campus.

“I came to Rider because of  the atmosphere and the 
people,” said Auld. “Everyone is so positive and it has 
the type of  people I wanted to be around. Rider will 
help me mature by living by myself  and becoming a bet-
ter person.”

Auld, like Arnold, is looking forward to checking out 
the different clubs offered at Rider. He is particularly 
interested in the club ice hockey team.

Brian Villarreal, freshman finance major, had two 
main reasons for choosing Rider. The small class sizes 
and how he “felt at home” when he visited were both 
deciding factors. 

Like other freshmen, Villarreal is eager to connect 
with his new classmates.

“I’m most looking forward to starting a life outside 
the town I grew up in with new friends,” he said. 

Ingrid Jacobson Clarfield accepts her award at the NCKP.

Members of the class of 2019 get ready for their close-up during the freshmen games. (Below) Bronc Buddies lend a helping hand on move-in day. 

RecFest provides fun-filled activites for students, such as a water slide and a rock climbing wall.
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Professor celebrated at national conference
By Erica Podosek

A WESTMINSTER Choir College professor is in the 
spotlight after being recognized for her talent, 
career and influence.   

In July, piano professor and piano depart-
ment coordinator Ingrid Jacobson Clarfield accepted 
the Lifetime Achievement Award at the National 
Conference of  Keyboard Pedagogy, or, as she would 
like to rename it, the “Half  a Lifetime Achievement 
Award.”

“I’m much too young to receive a Lifetime 
Achievement Award and I have a whole lot of  achiev-
ing left to do,” Clarfield said.

This is not the only award Clarfield has achieved 
recently. In 2009, Clarfield became the first recipi-
ent of  the Teacher of  the Year Award from the New 
Jersey Music Teachers Association, and was named 
“Teacher of  the Year” by the Music Teachers National 
Association in 2012. More recently, Clarfield was inter-
viewed by piano magazine Clavier Companion as the front 
cover artist in their March and April 2015 edition. 

An avid clinician, pianist and author, she has 
presented and hosted lectures, workshops and master 
classes in more than 100 cities across the United States. 

A student of  Clarfield’s, Matthew Gutwald, 2014 
WCC graduate, spoke highly of  her impact on his 
musical performance.

Stating that he spent six years with her constantly 
demanding the absolute most of  his musicianship, per-
formance and technique, he said, “I have grown more 
in those years than I ever have in my entire life.”

Gutwald noted that Clarfield isn’t “afraid to say 
what’s on her mind, and because of  that, her students 
always know what needs improvement, what to focus 
on and how to better all aspects of  their playing and 
musicianship.”

Some of  the proudest moments of  teaching for 

Clarfield are when her students, and other teachers, tell 
her she has “changed their lives” through her camps, 
lessons and workshops. 

While Clarfield has enjoyed a career filled with suc-
cess, her life has not been without obstacles. In 2007, 
she suffered a stroke that paralyzed the left side of  her 
body. Losing the ability to use her left hand, Clarfield 
was faced with the notion that she would never play 
piano again. However, this was only a bump in the road 
and after less than a year of  physical therapy, she was 
teaching again. 

For Clarfield, her love of  music and the arts has 
been ingrained in her since childhood. 

Growing up, she attended music and dance camps 
and spent time watching ballets, listening to concerts 
and visiting museums. 

After dinner, her home was overcome by her father’s 
piano playing, operas and symphonies.  

“Our house was filled with music. At a young age I 
was exposed to all the arts,” said Clarfield.  

The music and art in her life only reaffirmed the 
thought that quitting was not an option. 

In 2011, the award winning documentary Take a 
Bow: The Ingrid Clarfield Story was released. Directed 
and produced by Lu Leslan, the film depicts Clarfield’s 
extraordinary love and dedication to piano, her stu-
dents and how they helped her overcome the obstacles 

that seemed nearly impossible 
to beat after her stroke. 

This film shares the cour-
age, enthusiasm and admira-
tion Clarfield has for life.

To achieve an award of  
such magnitude is a true 

reflection of  the determined mindset that Clarfield pos-
sesses. However, it can be difficult to accomplish such a 
feat alone. 

Although she requires the assistance of  another 
pianist to play the left hand for her, Clarfield still retains 
her passion and talent for turning students into extraor-
dinary teachers of  piano. 

“One can always dream of  winning this type of  an 
award, but no one ever expects it,” Clarfield said.

Additional reporting by Jason Diaz.
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‘‘ One can always dream of  winning this type of  an 
award, but no one ever expects it.” 
 Professor IngrId Jacobson clarfIeld

Rider’s Bronc Buddies help the freshman class and their families get moved into the dorms during freshman move-in day.
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