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Audiences and classic ’50s tunes �ll theater

Research award winner   
stars in self-penned play 

 Graduate’s fancy footwork on display
PREVIEW

REVIEW

By Kimberly Ortiz

AUDIENCES found themselves dancing 
in their seats to the classic hit songs of  
Elvis Presley in Rider’s production of  
All Shook Up, a ’50s-inspired musical, 

directed and choreographed by Robin Lewis 
with musical direction by Nathan Hurwitz, 
starring a cast of  musical theater majors. 

The show, which ran April 22-26, 
opened with Presley’s feel-good hit song, 
“Jailhouse Rock,” led by junior Colby 
Dezelick with a chorus of  fellow jailbirds 
who brought moves the audience didn’t 
know were possible to portray in a jail cell. 
With each dancer perfectly synchronized to 
the tune of  the song, the theater was packed 
each night.  

Dezelick portrayed Chad, a motorcycling 
and guitar-playing bad boy who comes to 
town in search of  a mechanic to fix his bike. 
After the opening, his character is released 
from prison. Dezelick successfully brought a 
bad-boy attitude, making the girls swoon, as 
he entered as one of  the main characters. 

Before Chad makes his grand entrance 
to town, the audience is introduced to 
Natalie (freshman Kelly Prendergast), her 
father Jim (senior Travis Przybylski), Sylvia 
(sophomore Gabrielle Beckford), her daugh-
ter Lorraine (junior Milika Griffiths) and 
Dennis (freshman Matt Sweeney) in a local 
honkytonk diner, where they sing the blues 
of  their hardships through a soulful and 
powerful rendition of  “Heartbreak Hotel.” 

Prendergast’s portrayal of  the 

not-so-girly mechanic was both enjoy-
able and powerful to watch. While Natalie 
instantly falls in love with Chad, she still 
manages to care for those around her, even 
Dennis, who likes her, but whom she simply 
has no feelings for. Meanwhile, Sweeney’s 
portrayal of  Dennis was one that allowed 
the audience to quickly fall in love with his 
sweet personality. After befriending Chad 
and becoming his sidekick, he is willing to 
do whatever it takes to help Natalie find her 
happiness, even if  it means dressing her up 
as a man and taking on the alter ego of  Ed. 

While Natalie is in love with Chad, the 
feeling is not mutual. Instead, both Chad 
and Jim have eyes for Miss Sandra (sopho-
more Taylor Jackson), the newest caretaker 
for the town’s museum. Jackson’s sophis-
ticated yet hilarious performance as the 
woman who was into no one but Ed showed 
the audience how stubborn, yet successful 
a character can be. This was especially true 
with her sassy rendition of  “Hound Dog,” 
that she shared with Dezelick, who sang 
“Teddy Bear.” 

Meanwhile, both Lorraine and Sylvia 
share the same likes but not the same man. 
Lorraine instantly falls in love with Dean 
(sophomore Aaron Miller), a white male 
and the mayor’s son who spends nearly his 
entire life at a military boarding school. 
Sylvia is in love with Jim, who does not love 
her back. Both these African American 
women struggle, living during the ’50s when 
interracial marriages are not allowed, and 

they are able to fight for what they want 
throughout the show with great persever-
ance and a whole lot of  song. 

One of  the biggest struggles for Dean 
is hiding his love for Lorraine from his 
overbearing mother, Mayor Matilda Hyde, 
played by junior Rosie Webber, who bans 
the simplest of  things from the town, like 
tight clothing and loud music. Miller’s sweet 
vocals and caring personality for Griffith’s 
strong yet sensitive Lorraine instantly 
allowed the audience to adore the character 
of  Dean. 

Through secret lovers, more big song 
and dance numbers that kept the audi-
ence hooked throughout the entire show, 
and sweet moments, the show was one 
which ultimately brought both humor 
and meaning to a story of  hope and find-
ing happiness. 

Although the characters did not end 
up with the person they thought they 
would, they did find that one person to 
share the rest of  their lives with. Lorraine 
and Dean are able to openly share their 
relationship with each of  their parents, 
gaining their blessings. Sylvia and Jim 
happily marry each other, along with the 
sudden surprise of  Miss Sandra wedding 
Dennis, Mayor Matilda Hyde marrying 
the town Sherriff  Earl (sophomore Max 
Silverman) and lastly Natalie following 
her dream of  taking to the open roads 
on her motorcycle with the man she truly 
loves all along, Chad. 

As the theater was 
nearly sold out each night, 
it’s no wonder that audi-
ences kept coming back 
for more high-flying dance 
moves and soulful tunes. 
Truly, All Shook Up was a 
great way to close out the 
semester for the School of  
Fine and Performing Arts. 

By Samantha Brandbergh

A WESTMINSTER College of  the Arts senior will per-
form in a self-written one-woman show, which 
highlights the exploitation of  females.  

Kelsey Carroll is one of  five winners of  the 
Undergraduate Research Scholar Award (URSA), 
worth $5,000. The theater performance major has 
written her first play, entitled “1 in 4,” which audi-
ences can attend May 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Spitz 
Theater.

“This performance is an amalgamation of  stories 
collected through documentary-style interviews with 
women of  all walks of  life in our community,” Carroll 
said. “It explores the topics of  change, growth and 
listening, all centered around the mistreatment of  
women.”

The recipients of  the URSA are working closely 
with faculty members to go above and beyond what a 
traditional class can teach them. Professor of  theater 
Trent Blanton is advising Carroll throughout the pro-
cess of  putting this production together. 

“Kelsey is one of  the most intelligent, dynamic 
students that have ever graced the stages at Rider,” 
Blanton said.

Throughout the process of  putting this production 
together, Carroll says that Blanton has been “one of  
my greatest mentors.” 

“From the very beginning, Trent asked me to hone 
in on what I want to accomplish with this project,” she 
said. “He has been completely supportive of  me every 
step of  the way, championing every idea and then, in 
defining and creating each character, making them 
specific and theatrical versions of  the real person.”

For Carroll, this process has been something she 
has never experienced. 

“I have never written a play, nonetheless acted in 
a play that I have written, so that is a big difference,” 
she said. “It will be my first time performing onstage 
by myself, so that’s new and exciting.”

Even though Carroll is a first-time playwright, 

those around her have inspired her to 
expand her talents. 

“Kelsey’s curiosity about devised 
theater and, in particular, documen-
tary theater came from the work we 
did in our devised theater class,” 
Blanton said. 

Carroll described her experience 
in Blanton’s Advanced Performance 
Workshop as one that inspired her to 
try something new. 

“I felt called to write, which is 
something that I am completely new 
at,” Carroll said. 

According to Carroll, her interest 
in solo performances stemmed from 
a fellow female actor and playwright. 
“I witnessed an amazing one-woman 
show, No Child... by Nilaja Sun, a 
few years ago, and that performance 
really left an impact on me,” Carroll 
explained.

When it came to formulating her own 
production, Carroll’s creativity and passion 
for social issues were at the forefront. 

“I knew I wanted to collect stories, really listen and 
document the lives of  the extraordinary people we 
meet everyday,” she said. “So when the opportunity to 
apply for the URSA came to me, I began to connect 
this new-found passion for writing, and well-estab-
lished love for acting, with my passion for creating 
social change, and this project was conceived.” 

The extensive process of  creating a production 
from scratch and hearing stories from empowering 
women has proven to be the most rewarding aspect of  
this journey for Carroll.

“Hearing their stories has been an incredibly 
humbling, inspiring and revelatory process,” she said. 
“Having the task of  taking these stories and using 
them to help give voices to those who are not always 

heard has been one of  the greatest blessings.”
Carroll promises audiences that this performance 

will “pull on their heartstrings,” and its stories will 
leave a lasting impression and provoke a desire for 
social reform. 

“This play speaks towards a cause and will hope-
fully spark something inside those who come to see 
it. My hope is that the audience not only hears the 
stories of  the women represented in this play, but that 
they will be inspired to listen to those around them in 
their everyday lives, invest and live in the moment and 
engage others in a dialogue.” 

By Emily Klingman and Samantha 
Brandbergh

A RIDER graduate will perform 
her own choreography in The 
Emerging Choreographer’s 
Showcase at Rider on Saturday 

May 2, in the BLC theater. 
Elizabeth Smith, ’14, will be one 

of  six winners performing in the 
Emerging Choreographer’s show-
case. A piece she choreographed, 
Manipulation, features herself, and danc-
ers Dominique Henderson, Allison 
Simon, and Alex Vari.

“We are especially proud that one 
of  our own recent graduates was 
chosen to perform,” said Kimberly 
Vaccaro, associate professor of  dance 
and showcase panelist. “Liz was an 
incredible asset to our program.”

The five other winners are: Aaron 
Atkins, Ballet Inc.; Eryn Renee Young, 
XAOC Contemporary Ballet Co.; 
Jake Deibert; Kate Ladenheim, People 
Mover’s Dance; and Sonia James 
Pennington, Introspective Dance.

Participants were required to be a 
beginning choreographer 18 or older, 
and had to send in a video audition 
before being selected for the showcase. 
Fifty candidates applied from all across 
the country, narrowed down to 20 who 
were invited to audition with their own 
dancers in front of  the panel of  judges 
in January. From there six winners were 
selected. 

The winners’ works will be featured 
in the showcase, which will have dance 
companies and directors in the audi-
ence “that will hopefully hire them,” 
said Pam Mingle, associate director 
of  Major Gifts. In addition to live 

feedback from judges, each of  the win-
ners received an honorarium of  $500. 

Of  the six winning pieces, one by 
Kate Ladenheim, a choreographer 
from New York, will receive the oppor-
tunity to teach Rider dance majors. 
Those students will then perform 
Ladenheim’s piece at the Rider Dances 
show in March 2016.

The judges at the showcase will be 
Kimberly Vaccaro; Edward Villella, the 
celebrated dancer and artistic director; 
Douglas Martin, artistic director of  
American Repertory Ballet; and Kerry 
Gallagher Rowan, Core Network team 
member and American Dance Legacy 
Initiative. 

In addition to judging the competi-
tion, Villella will be leading a discus-
sion about choreography after the 
performances and what it takes to be a 
good choreographer. 

The showcase is a “wonderful way 
for our dancers to directly intersect 
with professionals in the field and get 
a first look at who is doing what,” 
Vaccaro said.

The showcase, hosted by the theater 
and dance department at Rider for 
the second year, is supported by two 
unnamed donors. 

“The event will be attended by 
dancers, choreographers, students, 
artistic directors and master teachers,” 
Vaccaro said. “Sharing their gifts, their 
work and understanding of  the world 
of  dance as a moving art.”

The event is set to begin at 7:30 p.m.on 
May 2. Admission is $20 for adults and $10 
for students and seniors.

Additional reporting by Esther Folaranmi 
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Kelsey Carroll is performing her self-written one-woman play May 3.

 “Undamely,”  a piece choreographed by  Thomas/Ortiz Dance for 2014’s competition, is performed in 
March 2015.

Colby Dezelick (below and right) stars in All 
Shook Up, along with  Kelly Prendergast, 
Travis Przybylski (above) and Gabrielle 
Beckford (above). 
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‘‘ ...a wonderful way for our dancers to directly inter-
sect with professionals in the field and get a first 
look at who is doing what.” 
 KIMBERLY VACCARO, ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF DANCE
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T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Gaining speed: high hopes at MAACs
By Shanna O’Mara

THE track and field team com-
peted at the 121st edition of  the 
Penn Relays at the University 
of  Pennsylvania April 23-25. 

Although the team struggled on day one, 
it redeemed itself  with several first-place 
finishes and personal records throughout 
the weekend.

Head coach Bob Hamer was not 
satisfied with early results.

“We were not very good for the first 
two days at the Penn Relays,” he said.

Freshman Stephanie Lombardo 
threw the shot put 40’11”, placing 36th 
of  50. Junior Miranda Roberts, fresh-
man Cleopatra Morrison, junior Daria 
Chadwick and junior Nicole Georgia 
finished 65th of  98 in the 4x100 relay 
with a time of  49.60 seconds. 

Chadwick also cleared 5’3” in the 
high jump, as did her teammate, senior 
Taylor Harmon. 

On day two, the men competed in 
the pole vault, high jump, shot put, 
distance medley and shuttle hurdle 
relay. Senior George Solujich had the 
highlight performance of  the day, plac-
ing 20th of  50 in the shot put with a 
throw of  16.49 meters. 

On April 25, several Broncs par-
ticipated in events on the third day of  
Penn Relays while the rest of  the team 
competed at the Lions Invitational, 
hosted by TCNJ. 

In Pennsylvania, the women’s 4x800 
relay team ran the second fastest 
time in this program’s history, finish-
ing with an ECAC qualifying time of  
9:03.62.

Junior Madeline Hummel, junior 
Stephanie Welte, senior Emily Ritter 
and freshman Victoria Brewer finished 

14th of  24. Hamer was impressed with 
the women’s effort. 

“Maddie ran a strong lead-off  leg to 
put us in it,” Hamer said. “Welte has 
been running very well lately, and she 
continued the hot streak with a great 
leg to give Emily a chance. Emily was 
able to get us into second place; that is 
exactly what we were hoping for. She 
put Tori in good position to close it out 
for the team.”

The men’s 4x800 relay team also ran 
for an IC4A qualifying time, finish-
ing 10th of  23. Freshman Anfernee 
Joseph, junior Darien Edwards, junior 
Tom McLaughlin and sophomore Scott 
Wood finished in 7:39.66. 

“Darien has been running well 
lately, and he had a strong race today,” 
Hamer said. “McLaughlin had a bad 
race last weekend so I’m excited to see 
him bounce back today. We need to 
improve a bit when we get to the IC4A 
meet, but to run the qualifying mark 
again this weekend was a nice reward 
for their efforts.”

At TCNJ, Solujich continued his hot 
streak, winning the shot put with a dis-
tance of  16.93 meters. He commented 
on what it means to set a school record.

“The team is performing well lately.
As for me, competitions have been 
going very well, and setting a school 
record at TCNJ has given me a great 
platform to continue with and strive 
to do better in the meets to come,” 
Solujich said. 

Sophomore Devon Jefferson also 
won his event, the 110 hurdles, in 14.89 
seconds.  

The women’s 4x100 relay, ran by 
freshman Naomi Clarke, Chadwick, 
Roberts and Morrison, finished first in 

48.60 seconds.
Senior Derek Lake placed second in 

the 1500 in 4:00.14, setting a personal 
record. Senior Joe Vicini placed third 
in the hammer with a distance of  46.68 
meters. Freshman Shabazz Shuler 
placed third in the long jump with 6.91 
meters, and freshman Christin Patrick 
placed third in the 110 hurdles in 15.19 
seconds. 

Freshman Tyree Adams placed sixth 
in the long jump, reaching 6.65 meters. 
Sophomore Brad Kaufmann finished 
seventh in the 1500, running a personal 
record of  4:03.94; and sophomore 
Garrett Camp set a personal record of  
13’9” in the pole vault.

For the women, junior Olivia 
Rosenberger placed third in the triple 
jump with 11.16 meters; sophomore 
Juliann Brand placed fourth in the 

400 hurdles in 1:05.46; and freshman 
Karoline Sandvig set personal records 
in both the javelin, throwing 30.96 
meters, and the hammer, with 39.49 
meters. Freshman Alexandra Santora 
ran a personal record of  5:02.70 in the 
1500.

The Broncs will compete at the 
MAAC Championships May 2-3, and 
Hamer is eager to see how his team 
will perform against the best in the 
conference. 

“We need to put it all together this 
week for the MAAC Championships,” 
he said. “We’ve had some successes 
over the last few weeks, but we need to 
step it up a notch to finish as high as 
we expect. The MAAC is a very strong 
track and field conference, and you do 
not just get points for showing up. You 
need to perform.”

G O L F 

Fifth-place �nish has golf team out of bunker
By Shanna O’Mara

THE golf  team tied for fifth place among nine teams 
in the MAAC Championships April 24-26, only 
13 strokes away from third.

Despite placing in the middle of  the pack, 
coach Jason Barry has seen improvements since the 
beginning of  the season.

“We were a better team at the end of  the fall 
than we were at the beginning of  the season,” he 
said. “With that being said, we are a better team 
now than we were in the fall. Our guys worked 
hard in the offseason. Although our ultimate goal 
is to win the tournament, we did improve from last 
year.”

On day one of  the three-day tournament in 
Orlando, senior Cole Clark and junior Tom Yarson 
each shot an opening round of  76. Both tied for 
17th place out of  45 golfers after the first 18 holes. 
Senior Luke Liddell shot a 77, tying for 24th place. 
Barry has seen nothing but positives on Rider’s best 
individual performer.

“Luke is a captain of  the team and has served as 
a great leader to some of  the younger golfers,” said 
Barry. “His game has gotten so much better than 
when I first met him. He’s a power player, and his 
swing is one of  the prettiest I’ve seen.”

Sophomore Brian Dempster had a 78 on Friday 
and tied for 27th place, while sophomore Aaron 
Simone tied for 32nd after an opening round of  80. 
The team finished in sixth place at the end of  the first 
day where it remained throughout the second round.

After a two-day total of  152, Liddell and Yarson 
tied for 16th place out of  45 golfers while Clark tied 
for 21st place, shooting a 153 throughout 36 holes. 
Dempster and Simone were tied for 25th place at the 

end of  the second day, both scoring a total of  155.
The men wrapped up the championships on April 

26, and it was broadcast on ESPN3, in fifth place, 
with Liddell and Yarson both scoring a three-day total 
of  229 and finishing in 16th place. Simone tied for 
20th place with a total of  231, and Dempster tied for 
23rd. Clark scored an 81 in his third and final round 
on Sunday, tying for 25th place with a total of  234.

“Cole has been an excellent captain and another 
leader of  this team. His game is also much improved, 
and we will miss him next year,” Barry said.

Liddell, who finished just three strokes out of  an 
All-MAAC caliber performance, is happy with the 
steps the Broncs have taken in the last few years.

“The improvements that we’ve made since I came 
here have been night and day,” said Liddell. “When I 

started, we were struggling to stay out of  the bottom 
of  the pack in most of  the tournaments. Now, as a 
senior, we expect to win. I have been playing consis-
tent throughout the spring, and it’s a good feeling.”

Rider shot rounds of  307-303-308 and finished tied 
with Siena, which shot 303-303-312 throughout the 
championship.

Saint Peter’s (885) won the team title, followed by 
Iona (894), Fairfield (904) and Monmouth (907).

In 2011 and 2012, Rider placed eighth with rounds 
of  328-326-323 and 314-316-323, respectively. In 
2013, the team placed seventh after 327-314-311 
rounds, and they placed eighth last year. 

After the conference championships, three 
Rider golfers were named Metro Atlantic Athletic 
Conference All-Academic. Clark, as well as junior 
Joe Hughes and sophomore Sam DiGaetano, were 
all recognized for a cumulative grade point average 
exceeding 3.2.

DiGaetano has compiled a 3.58 GPA. Hughes has 
earned a GPA of  3.38, while Clark has obtained a 
3.32 GPA. 

“These players are students before athletes, and 
that’s something we take very seriously here at Rider,” 
Barry said.

The golf  team will return five letter-winners for 
the fall 2015 season, leading Barry to have some high 
hopes for what is to come. 

“These guys are going to have busy summers 
playing in tournaments, as we will look to build on 
momentum for next year,” said Barry. “The goal is to 
keep improving and to put ourselves in contention to 
start winning these tournaments.”

Senior Cole Clark tied for 25th place with a score of 231 at the MAACs. 
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In the shot put, senior George Solujich had a throw of 16.93 meters, earning him first place at TCNJ.
N

ei
l D

av
is

/R
id

er
 U

ni
ve

rs
it

y






