
Monday, September 26, 1994 

Swarm of Bees Invades Campus 
On Friday, Sept. 9 at 1:30 p.m., a male visitor driving 
towards the kiosk on South Drive had a confrontation 
with a bumblebee and smashed his vehicle into a con-
crete post in the access lane. The visitor was not stung, 
but his vehicle did suffer damage in the grill, right 
headlight and front fender. The concrete post, although 
now bent, still stands.

Friday, September 30, 1994

Killer Bees Return
On Monday, Sept.19 at 2:30 p.m., the swarm of  bees 
that caused a car wreck on campus last week returned. 
This time, an employee who was cutting grass in front 
of  the Student Center was stung on the left hand. He 
was taken to the New Jersey Manufacturers Insurance 
Company where he was treated and released. 

Friday, April 14, 1995

Retaliation
On Friday, April 7 at 7:34 p.m., a female student rode 
around campus shooting people with a water gun. 
However, some dude got tough and threw some sort 
of  object at the car (possibly a piece of  wood), leaving 
a dent on the passenger side of  the car. The search for 
the unknown hurler continues. 

Friday, April 28, 1995

That’s a Car, Not a Boat
On Saturday, April 22 at 2:09 a.m., a student called 
security officers to inform them that persons unknown 
were putting a car into Centennial Lake. The car was 
to be used for a spring fling event. A film of  gasoline 
was forming on the top of  the lake around the car. 
Lawrenceville Fire Department was dispatched and 
responded. The car was fished out and put on the 
Student Center lawn. A light post was also found in the 
lake. 

Friday, September 15, 1995

And They’re Off
On Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 12:52 a.m., four naked 
males were observed running around Centennial Lake 
and then through a crowd of  cheering onlookers before 
running into Poyda. Clothing found by the bridge 
behind Poyda was collected as evidence by Security. 

Friday, February 14, 1996

A Lack of Concentration
On Wednesday, Feb. 5 at 4:15 p.m., a female student 
backed her car out of  a space in the residence lot. 
However, she obviously failed to see that a car was 
simultaneously coming down the aisle. Not only did 
she hit the oncoming car, but she continued to back up 
and hit another car parked 
behind her. 
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MOM TO MANAGER
Melissa Greenberg has brought green awareness 
to both her personal and Rider families. page 6

COMBATING EMISSIONS 
Join the U.S. in the campaign to lower everyone’s 
carbon footprint. page 9

CONFERENCE KINGS
Baseball reaches first place in the MAAC with a 
5-1 conference record. page 12
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Carmita Charles, junior psychology major, stands among 
student-made shirts at the Clothesline Project for Sexual 
Assault event held on April 9 and 10. The event honored sexual 
assault survivors and victims of sexual violence. 
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Hanging assault out to dry

By Thomas Regan

SINCE 2011, Rider University’s 
students have ranked among The 
Princeton Review’s annual 20 “least 
happy students” three times.

After conducting a pilot poll of  its 
own last year, The Rider News sent out 
a survey on March 11 in an effort to 
discover if  some students really are 
unhappy, and if  so, identify some con-
tributing factors. 

Nearly a third of  the respondents 
reported being “Not too happy.” Dr. 
Victor Thompson, a Rider sociology 
professor who helped design and inter-
pret the survey, said, “That’s quite a bit 
compared to the national average.”

That average is from the 40-year-old 
General Social Survey (GSS), which 
asks, “Taken all together, how would 
you say things are these days?” 

Of  the GSS respondents ages 18-24 
with 13-17 years of  education across 
the country, 10 percent identify as “Not 
too happy,” while 57 percent said they 
are “Pretty happy,” and 33 percent 
describe themselves as “Very happy.” 

By comparison, albeit not a direct 
one, The Rider News survey found a 
majority of  students on campus identify 
themselves as “Pretty happy,” similar 
to the proportion in the GSS; however, 
the extremes are nearly flipped, with 
30 percent of  Rider students labeling 
themselves as “Not too happy” and 
about 15 percent reporting they are 
“Very happy.”

There were marginal differences 
between respondents based on class 

year with approximately 30 percent 
of  freshmen, sophomores and juniors 
defining themselves as “Not too happy.” 
Seniors were around 35 percent, but 
that increase is not enough to suggest 
Rider is making its students unhappy, 
Thompson said.

“When you look at the numbers, 
they don’t get a lot more unhappy 
or a lot happier or anything,” he 
said. “They just stay where they are, 
which suggests it’s not Rider making 
them unhappy, they’re just coming in 
unhappy.”

Trying to compare The Rider News 
survey and the GSS is not without its 
flaws, Thompson admits, but he also 
believes there is merit to looking at the 
results from both surveys.

“There’s not a problem with 
comparing them,” Thompson said. 
“Regardless of  whether you’re com-
paring it to the same type of  school 
and controlling for all of  the variables 
that you would need to control for to 
make it a good, direct comparison, 
Rider students are much more unhappy 
compared to the national average when 
it comes to their peers, as in people in 
the same age group with some college 
experience.”

The Student Government 
Association’s (SGA) vice president and 
current presidential candidate, Ryan 
Hopely understands that the university 
must inspire the middle group to be 
happier.

“As vice 
president, ➠ SEE HAPPY POLL
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The best of security briefs: 1994  – 2003

Are you happy,  
     Rider?
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T H I S  W E E KN E W S  B R I E F S

STUDENTS GEARED UP FOR 
Commencement at the 12th 
annual senior send-off, which 
took place on April 8 and 9. 

At the two-day event, students 
picked up their caps and gowns 
and took an exit interview. 

Caps and gowns were made out 
of recycled water bottles.

Students also could purchase 
school rings, discounted Rider 
merchandise and visit Alumni 
Relations. 

Page 2

Delivering an assault
      He was just trying to do his job. 
On April 12 at 4:09 a.m., Public 
Safety was dispatched to West 
Village B after being notified by 
Lawrence Police of a physical 
assault. The Public Safety offi-
cers met with the victim, a food 
delivery person, who provided 
them with the name of the person 
who placed the order. After failing 
to get in contact with the person, 
the victim said he went inside, 
at which point he was met by an 
unknown male, later identified as 
a student, who told the victim the 
person who placed the order had 
to step out and he would take the 
food.
     While discussing payment, 
the suspect allegedly lunged 
towards the victim, striking him 
in the face twice and attempting 
to take the food. The victim broke 
free, however, and the suspect 

fled. After getting a description 
of the suspect, Public Safety 
and police located him, and the 
victim confirmed the suspect 
was his attacker. Police arrested 
the suspect on a robbery charge, 
while Public Safety charged him 
with physical abuse, disorderly 
conduct and attempted or actual 
misappropriation of property. The 
matter has been referred to the 
Office of Community Standards, 
and the suspect has been placed 
on interim suspension.

     If she was told once, she was 
told a thousand times. On April 
10 at 3:18 p.m., Public Safety was 
informed of a failure to comply. 
A student who has accumu-
lated several parking tickets 
was issued a letter, warning her 
that continuing to ignore her 
tickets could result in her losing 

driving privileges. The matter 
has been referred to the Office 
of Community Standards. This is 
the second recent incident of a 
student ignoring parking tickets. 
Public Safety would like to remind 
students that disregarding tickets 
could have serious repercussions.

Break through
 Someone must have been in 

a hurry. On April 8 at 1:29 a.m., 
Public Safety observed that the 
arm of an entry gate leading to 
Sorority Lot was broken off. The 
arm was left next to the base of 
the mechanism. Public Safety 
identified the area, but no sus-
pects were found. A work order 
was submitted to have the arm 
replaced. Anyone with additional 
information should contact Public 
Safety at 609-896-5029.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Wednesday, April 15

LEED Lunch and Learn
12:30 p.m. - 1 p.m., Cullen Center Patio
 A “Lunch and Learn” for the Cullen Center’s upcom-
ing LEED Certification will take place with one of  the 
building’s architects, Victoria Pivovarnick. The event 
is presented by the eco-reps of  Westminster Choir 
College. 

Friday, April 17

Asian Heritage Month
5 p.m. - 7 p.m., North Hall 207
Asian Students at Rider (ASAR) invites the Rider 
community to join it for a chance to play many cultural 
games from all over Asia.

Friday, April 17

University Day Celebration
7:30 p.m. - 10 p.m., Ben Cohen Turf Field
All students are encouraged to attend Rider’s Univer-
sity Day celebration. The event features live music, 
games, food trucks and fireworks. Students can bring 
blankets to sit on the turf  field. 

Sunday, April 19

Westminster Jubilee Singers
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., Bristol Chapel
The Jubilee Singers of  Westminster invite the Rider 
community to take part in its 20th anniversary. 
Admission: $20 adults and $15 students/seniors. 
Box Office: (609) 921-2663.

Tuesday, April 21

Exploring Meaning and Purpose in Life
4 p.m. - 5:30 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room 
The Department of  Counseling Services and the Cam-
pus Ministry invite students to a panel discussion and 
information session exploring the meaning and purpose 
of  life, and connecting students with resources to help 
them continue the conversation.

Alma Mater Contest
All students, faculty and staff members of  the Rider 
community have the opportunity to be a part of  
history by casting a vote on which of  the two alma 
maters they would like to see the university adopt. 
The lyrics for both alma maters are listed below.

“Cranberry and White”
In the heart of  Central Jersey, “in all things pre-
pared,” proudly stands our alma mater, school 
without compare. Our home in Lawrenceville shines 
bright for ev’ryone to see; in Princeton, all Westmin-
ster sings: “Let us be judged by our deeds.” Cher-
ished by thy sons and daughters, mem’ries sweet and 
strong, ’round our hearts, O alma mater, as we sing 
our song. We sing our love and loyalty, sing our hopes 
so bright, to Rider University: Cranberry and White!

“The Right and Ready”
The right and ready of  Rider stand waiting in the 
wings, to learn and to share with all who play and 
sing. Through toil and strife, we stand together joined 
on one journey, now leaders of  today, success we will 
bring! Rider! Rider! May you stand forever so we 
may learn your ways!

Online voting will be open through Wednesday, April 
15, 2015, at 11:59 p.m. Students, faculty and staff 
can only vote once and must do so during the voting 
time period listed above. Please use the voter login 
URL below, along with the username/password, to 
vote for the alma mater selection.

Username: Bronc ID Number
Password: Bronc ID Number
Voter Login URL: http://eballot4.votenet.com/ru

Pay up

By Valerie Palmer

OVER spring break, freshmen Bonner students 
traveled to West Virginia for a week of  service 
leadership and community service.

For their first-year experience trip, students 
volunteered in McDowell County, West Virginia, 
located on the southern border with Virginia, about 
eight and a half  hours from Rider. 

 “Life in McDowell County, West Virginia, is noth-
ing like New Jersey,” said freshman Dana Conklin. “I 
remember the drive into the county, looking at all the 
houses and the amazing views from the roads embed-
ded in the mountains.”

The Bonner program at Rider is designed to 
address the issues of  homelessness, hunger and illit-
eracy in the Trenton area. The first-year experience 
trip aims to expose freshmen to these issues in other 
areas of  the country such as McDowell County. 

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, McDowell 
county has a total area of  535 square miles and a 
population of  20,448. The smaller-scale demographics 
and population harbor a close-knit neighborhood.

“They have such a great sense of  community, and 
the support that comes from neighbors is very different 
than here in the Northeast,” said Conklin. “The sup-
portive atmosphere was very welcoming and inviting.”

During their trip, students assisted with construc-
tion work at different sites.

“The first day, I was helping with demolishing a 
house, which was going to be used as a headquarters 
for an internship when it was completed,” said fresh-
man biology major Justin DiSciascio. “The next two 
days, I was at a house about 30 minutes away from 
our retreat center putting up vinyl siding.”

On the way to one construction site, students 
passed the house of  Jeannette Walls, the author of  The 

Glass Castle, who spoke on campus after the book was 
chosen for the freshmen read this year. 

Walls’ book is a memoir of  her life growing up 
in Welch, West Virginia, which is the county seat of  
McDowell County. 

“When I passed Jeannette Walls’ house on Little 
Hobart Street, I felt like I saw the book in real life,” 
said DiSciascio.

Freshmen agreed that the trip accomplished its 
goals. 

 “I would describe my experience in West Virginia 
as an eye-opening one,” said DiSciascio. “While giving 
back to the community, I get a feeling of  enrichment 
while I help others, but the main goal is to give back.”

Bonners get fresh taste of service 

Freshmen Bonner students volunteered in McDowell County 
over spring break. They helped repair homes in the community.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f J

us
ti

n 
D

iS
ci

as
ci

o



April 15, 2015    The Rider News 3

News

Friday, April 17, 1998

Conover Kink
On Tuesday, Dec. 2, Security received a call that two male students in Conover Hall 
were handcuffed to each other. The pair was found cuffed together at the wrist. One 
suspect claimed that he used the handcuffs as a joke, and the key snapped when he 
tried to remove them. Lawrence police were called, and officers were able to separate 
one suspect. However, the officers were unable to remove the cuffs from the wrist of  
the other individual. As a result, the Lawrence Rescue Squad had to be called in to 
remove the handcuffs. Both suspects have been charged with disorderly conduct. 

Friday, April 2, 1999

All Washed Up
A condom was found under a vehicle’s wiper blade at Westminster Choir College, on 
Wednesday, March 24. A female staff member from Talbott Library returned to her 
car to find the condom. The investigation as to who put it there is continuing. 

Friday, October 1, 1999

The Mad Crapper
A resident of  Olson Hall woke up on Monday, Sept. 27, to find another student in 
his room defecating on his chair and proceeding to wipe himself  with a sheet. When 
Security arrived at the room, the suspect was oblivious to the situation and swore he 
was in the bathroom. 

Friday, February 23, 2001

Snaked
Someone’s pet snake was seen slithering around a Ziegler Hall room on Saturday, 
Feb. 17. A Residence Life staff member contacted Security after sighting the snake 
and identifying it as a pet that escaped from its aquarium. Residence Life, with assis-
tance from Security, took over the responsibility for the snake and its safe return to 
its rightful owner. The owner was not present upon the snake’s return. However, the 
occupants were charged with Residence Life violations as well as misappropriation of  
property for missing lounge furniture found in the room.

Friday, April 6, 2001

Off the Wall
Two male students were seen scaling the walls of  the Science and Technology Center 
in the early hours of  Tuesday, March 29. A male student contacted Security to report 
that he had witnessed two male students entering the building through a second-floor 
window. Faculty members told Security that they were working inside the building 
when they saw the two residents in a first-floor hallway. They said that the students 
attempted to run after they were spotted by the workers. Security stopped the chase 
and confronted the two students but would not disclose the students’ reason for enter-
ing the building. 

Friday, September 21, 2001

Overexposed
A male student fully revealed his genitalia to a female student attempting to park in 
the Commuter Lot during the late night hours of  Sept. 13. The female student told 
Security that she had stopped to ask if  he and his friend were leaving the parking lot 
when she noticed the male student smiling and standing with his genitals in full view. 
The two male students barely avoided an accident with the female student when 
they got in their truck and reversed from the parking spot. One of  the male students 
responded by giving her the finger while speeding off campus. 

Friday, April 13, 2003

Peeping Problems
A male resident received some unwelcome items in his room on Friday, April 11, in 
Olson Hall. While sitting in his room with some friends, the male victim heard knock-
ing accompanied by voices on the other side of  the door. The knocking soon erupted 
into pounding, and after being denied entry, the unknown suspects unscrewed the 
peep hole. They then began to force cotton swabs and pour water through it into the 
room. 

By Evan Cornell

IN celebration of  Rider’s 150th anniversary, this 
year’s University Day will light up the Lawrenceville 
campus on April 17 — literally, with fireworks at 
9:30 p.m. First, however, to kick off  the celebration, 

Dean Emeritus Dr. Walt A. Brower, ’48, will introduce 
his second volume of  Rider University’s history, Keeping 
the Promise: The Story of  Rider University 1994 to 2012.

Brower published his first book, Full of  Promise: The 
Story of  Rider College 1865-1994, in 1997. Both volumes 
capture the rich, local history of  Rider, as well as 
Brower’s own love for the university. After graduat-
ing from Rider as an undergraduate in 1948, Brower 
returned as a Rider faculty member for 45 years and 
dean of  the School of  Education for 21 of  them. After 
retirement, he continued on as an adjunct professor, 
spending more than six decades at his alma mater. 
Brower is clearly Rider’s unofficial historian for a 
reason. 

Brower’s first book is about Andrew J. Rider’s 
statement made in 1883 at graduation: “The future 
is full of  promise.” His new book is about keeping 
that promise and ensuring that academic excellence 
continues at Rider. Brower feels that Rider has kept 
that commitment.

“After everything that I’ve seen take place here, 
I can say that Rider continues to make tremendous 
strides and carry on that promise,” he said.

The second volume maintains that purpose. “I 
want those who read it to know about the tremendous 
advances that Rider has made in this period,” he said. 
“Since Dr. Mordechai Rozanski became president in 
2003, he has built upon the many successes that pre-
ceeded him and has brought about many of  his own 
successes.”

Rozanski also paid compliments to Brower.
“Dr. Brower writes about our University from the 

deep well of  his experiences as an alumnus, faculty 
member and long-standing dean of  the University’s 
School of  Education,” said Rozanski. “He also brings 
the clear eye and keen observations that are so essen-
tial to charting Rider’s great history. I am profoundly 
grateful to Dr. Brower for his friendship and his clear 
dedication to telling and preserving our rich institu-
tional history.”

Rozanski has succeeded in focusing on the students, 
Brower said, something that Rider takes pride in. 

“Rider is a student-centered institution — we have 
continued to support this idea since the very beginning 
of  Rozanski’s presidency. He has made continuous 
reference to the fact that we are doing it for the stu-
dents. When you have that type of  philosophy under a 
university, that is great.”

Brower stressed that each and every member of  
the Rider family has played a role in the university’s 
success.

“Rider has been fortunate enough to have very 
confident, talented faculty,” said Brower. “The admin-
istrators that I have seen and worked under made a 
special effort to acquire the staff  we have today.”

The university has had six presidents, and Brower 

has worked under four of  them. As Rider prepares 
for a new president, Brower is anticipating what Dr. 
Gregory G. Dell’Omo has in store for the university.

“He appears to be a very fine catch,” said Brower. 
“I’m very delighted with what I hear and what I know 
about him. He will be able to pick right up and take us 
to another level of  excellence after where Dr. Rozanski 
has left off.”

As Rider’s history continues to unfold, Brower 
will be there every step of  the way. He will host a 
discussion of  his second book on April 17 in Sweigart 
Auditorium at 1:30 p.m. A book signing will follow, 
and light refreshments will be served.

“This day is very special to me. This book is a gift 
to this fine university and everyone who is in it. I look 
forward to it,” said Brower. 

Historian’s book marks Rider’s promise

Walter Brower, ’48, receives a sesquicentennial medal at the Dorris Kearns Goodwin lecture earlier this year. 
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News

always in the thick of  conversations 
about student satisfaction at Rider, I am 
not surprised that 30 percent of  Rider 
students are ‘Not too happy,’” said 
Hopely, a sophomore public relations 
major. “What I’ve come to learn is that 
the top third of  students are engaged 
and happy, the bottom third are apa-
thetic entirely, and the middle third are 
those that lie somewhere in the middle. 

“These [the middle group] are the 
students that student groups like SGA 
should be focusing on. The culture at 
Rider isn’t all that enticing; it’s not a 
given that everyone will fall in love with 
Rider. This is where we, SGA, are at 
as an organization: ‘How do we inspire 
this middle third of  the population and 
get them to be engaged?’”

Hopely’s opponent, Hannah Bass, a 
junior elementary education/integrated 
science and math major, feels the 
university already has several groups in 
place for students.

“Some students feel that they are 
unhappy on campus based on lack 
of  activities and opportunities to 
get involved,” Bass said. “However, 
Rider is just the opposite. There are 
in fact numerous clubs and organiza-
tions for all types of  students. Student 
Government Association has the 
responsibility to connect students to the 
activities being offered and to increase 
student involvement as a whole.”

Students in the College of  Liberal 
Arts, Education and Sciences came in 
at about 28 percent “Not too happy.” 
However, the largest discrepancy was 
between the 24 percent of  Westminster 
and 36 percent of  business students 
who said they are “Not too happy.”

Dean of  Students Anthony 
Campbell said the differences among 
colleges might have more to do with 
career focus, rather than Rider itself.

“Westminster College of  the Arts, 
they’re pretty much homogenous 
in what their focus is,” Campbell 
said. “They’re going to be singing in 
Westminster, or in the musical theater 
program. So they feel like there’s a 
bond there between them. 

“Business students, for example, 
[are] people who don’t necessarily 
know where their direction is. You have 
a lot of  first-generation college students 
who are unhappier in the transition 
than people whose parents went to 
college. They’ll choose business, ‘Well, 
why did you choose business?’ ‘Because 
that’s where the jobs are.’ Is that really 

where their passion lies?”
Student respondents rated their 

satisfaction of  prominent areas of  
Rider — campus life, academics and 
administration. 

Students are most satisfied with pro-
fessors’ knowledge of  course material, 
as that was rated an average of  3.8 out 
of  5, and least satisfied with residence 
halls and their rules, which scored an 
average of  2.5. 

Generally, students appeared most 
satisfied with their academics, as well 
as the availability, helpfulness and 
rules of  the administration. However, 
not one aspect of  campus life —Rider 
events and organizations, campus social 
atmosphere, openness of  social groups 
and residence halls and rules — scored 
higher than 2.9, which suggests that 
students are less happy with their cam-
pus lives outside of  the classroom.

However, Campbell believes there 
are more than enough things for stu-
dents to do on campus, and discredits 
the common assumption that Rider is a 
“suitcase school.”

“We average between 1,600 and 
1,800 individual, different swipes for 
lunch on a Saturday,” Campbell said. 
“When you have 2,400 or 2,500 stu-
dents living on campus, 1,800 people 
being here is quite a number. There are 
lots of  activities here.”

One other factor that could con-
tribute to Rider’s unhappiness is its 
geographical location, as 15 of  The 
Princeton Review’s 20 campuses with the 
“least happy students” are schools from 
the Northeast.

After reviewing the GSS by regions, 
Thompson agreed that there are geo-
graphical influences. 

“I looked at the regional variations 
of  the GSS, and if  you look at people 
who live in the mid-Atlantic, they are 
some of  the least happy people in the 
country,” Thompson said.  “Generally, 
people who are not in the Southwest 
or the West are much less happy. So 
Northeasterners, Midwesterners and 
mid-Atlantic people tend to be the least 
happy people in the country.”

The Rider News survey, created on 
Google Forms, was sent out via mass 
email to all full-time undergraduates 
on both campuses, and it received 350 
responses.

There were not enough respondents 
who identified as Continuing Studies 
students, so their results could not be 
used in the study. 

By Tara DeLorenzo
Regina George has made her mark at Rider, as evidenced by two students who 

replied to The Rider News’ survey and reported that they “feel personally victim-
ized by Regina George.”

But it is much more than the Mean Girls bully causing the complaints about 
students’ Rider experiences. Anonymous comments left at the end of  The Rider 
News “Happy Poll” helped to shed some light on issues these students have. 

The most common complaint: Food.
“The only thing that I am not happy about is the dining options at Daly’s,” 

one student on the Lawrenceville campus remarked. “I have found that a good 
amount of  the food is inedible. I find myself  going to Cranberry’s every day or 
having to spend my own money on food elsewhere, even though I am paying a lot 
for my meal plan.”

A Westminster Choir College (WCC) student had similar complaints about the 
options. “Dining Commons at WCC is well under the quality level of  a prison 
dining services,” one comment said.

Another Lawrenceville campus student concurred, but, even so, found a posi-
tive aspect of  Rider that made this student stay: “Daly’s and Cranberry’s need to 
have more edible and healthy options. If  it wasn’t for my psych professors and my 
financial aid adviser, I would have transferred long ago.”

Others were not so happy with administration services available. One student 
commented, “I think Rider has lost focus of  its primary goal: making students 
happy. There is no connection with the administration. Students want to change 
our school for the better and work hard to challenge the administration. It is a 
one-sided relationship, and administration does not listen to its own students. I 
think I speak for most of  our student body when I say that we all could go on for 
days about all the flaws of  Rider. Overall, I am proud of  my college education, 
but I am not proud of  the school I attended.”

Students who hold similar opinions link the issue with administrators to the 
tuition, commenting, “Eh, a lot of  money for a constant fight.”

Both the data and the comments say it is the social atmosphere and campus 
life that cause the biggest tensions and issues among students. One student went 
so far as to say, “I thought I applied to college, not high school” when complain-
ing of  “cliques.” 

One offered a suggestion that would benefit both the campus and the 
community.“There should be bigger events, like an event for the whole school to 
get involved, like a fundraiser — more things like Relay for Life.”

Many students are happy with their experience and have found many high 
points in their time at Rider. A large number of  commentators found Greek Life 
to be one of  the most rewarding programs available at Rider, while others praised 
the faculty.

“Professors have been amazing,” one student said. “They are always there 
to help. If  you, as a student, are willing to set time aside to go to the professor’s 
office hours, he or she will be willing to help 100 percent.”

Others agreed and also applauded the range of  undergraduates on the 
campus. “I love Rider and the community of  students here,” one student com-
mented. “It is an all-around great school with a diverse student population where 
the professors seem to truly care about their students and their aspirations for the 
future.”

Participants commented positively on the range of  programs offered. From 
Greek Life to athletics, there is something to fit many interests found on the Rider 
campuses, some students said.“Rider has provided me with immense opportuni-
ties,” a participant commented. “Students just have to reach out and grab them.”

Even so, some students are quick to criticize fellow students — even those who 
are not Regina George. “Students often feel entitled to passing and do not want 
to put in the work, and it is frustrating,” said one participant.

Other comments disagree and offer more hope and trust towards their fellow 
Broncs.“If  you get involved and take advantage of  the opportunities at Rider, you 
have no reason not to be happy,” said one student. “The socio-culture is inspiring 
and impressive.”

Happy Poll
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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praise, gripes in survey 
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By Emily Klingman

FROZEN fever was found at the final presentations of  
the Animation Symposium on April 9.

After a presentation on autism and animation, 
Brianna Gallagher, senior communication studies 

major, and Jennifer Ligeti, junior English cinema stud-
ies major, gave a presentation that led to a debate and 
discussion regarding Frozen’s role as a feminist movie. 
Gallagher defended Frozen as having pro-feminist 
attitudes, whereas Ligeti said she felt the movie wasn’t 
as pro-feminist as it could have been. 

“I’m in favor that Frozen is unintentionally femi-
nist,” said Gallagher. “I do agree more work needs to 
be done in terms of  gender equality. I think the first 
step to have more diversity is to have more positive 
representation, not so much, ‘Oh, this character’s 
good; this one’s bad.’”

“I think it’s given way too much credit,” said Ligeti. 
“To call it revolutionary is overblowing.”

Gallagher focused on how both girls and boys are 
fans of  the movie.

“I think that the best thing is to be saying, ‘Oh, it’s 
OK to like something, it’s not just a girl movie or a 
boy movie,’” said Gallagher.

She also praised the two main characters, sisters 
Anna and Elsa, as complex.

“I think women are more than just one gender 
stereotype,” said Gallagher. 

Both boys and girls love Anna and Elsa, and 
Gallagher believes future stories should continue to 
appeal to both genders.  

“I think gender neutrality is the way to go,” said 
Gallagher, “so that future children and their children 
have a more rounded representation of  how they 
should treat others.”

Another point Gallagher focused on was Elsa’s 
character growth, saying that “many people overlook 
Elsa’s identity story.”

In accordance with her beliefs of  gender neutrality 
in stories, Gallagher wanted to shift the focus onto a 
simpler character analysis.

“It’s about, what do you contribute to the plot?” 
Gallaghar said. “Are you annoying? So being a good 
character is more important than gender.”

Problems Ligeti found with Frozen included that 
Anna and Elsa were the only two females in the main 
cast. In addition, Ligeti was frustrated that they were 
hardly ever on screen together. 

“The two women cannot be in the same space 
without causing one another literal harm,” she said.

Ligeti felt that the storyline undermined Elsa’s 
character growth in one climatic scene – when Anna 
went to confront her sister.

“The strongest emotional build is erased by another 
woman,” Ligeti said. 

Ligeti concluded her portion of  the discussion say-
ing that “the movie’s not horrible, and I actually like 
it. It’s just pretty conservative.”

Both Gallagher and Ligeti are hopeful for Frozen’s 
impact on future movies, looking forward to the 
influence the movie’s financial success may have on 
up-and-coming animated movies.

“Little girls are watching it; they’re influenced by 
it,” said Ligeti. “And because this movie’s so popular, 
it’s going to influence future films and how they’re 
going to present women.”

The first lecture, “Three A’s: Animation, Autism 
and Affinity” by Dr. Chrystina Dolyniuk, a profes-
sor of  psychology, spoke about animation’s effect on 
children with autism. She used Ron Suskind’s memoir, 
Life, Animated, as an example.

Suskind’s book highlights the real-life story of  his 
son, Owen, who clung to his beloved Disney movies 
at the onset of  his autism. Owen became mute and 
lost his ability to comprehend language, then those 
animated movies became his lifeline to the world. 

Dolyniuk explained that many children on the 
autism spectrum have “affinities” or strong interests, 
which can seem like obsessions. For some autistic 
children, animated films with their exaggerated visuals 
and predictable characters could possibly be affinities. 

But neither Suskind nor Dolyniuk would advocate 
“animation therapy,” she said. She stressed that scien-
tific research is only beginning into understanding the 
neural pathways of  affinities and that someday such 
understanding could have applications in therapy.
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Feminist ideas sparked debate at the animation symposium on 
April 9. 

R E V I E W  

Symposium spotlights social issues

By Tara DeLorenzo

THE Rider Dance Team will step away from the 
basketball court and break away from its comfort 
zone to show off  its individuality with its spring 
show, “Express Yourself.”

The free performances will be taking over the 
Yvonne Theater on April 17 at 7 p.m. and April 19 at 
1 p.m. While the team will still be featuring its signa-
ture hip-hop dance style that audiences have come to 
expect, the shows will also highlight a range of  styles 
including lyrical, jazz, step and reggae. 

“This show is unique because you get to see the 
dance team, who is primarily hip-hop-based at basket-
ball games, perform other amazing styles of  dance,” 
said Captain and senior web design major Tiffany 
Reyes. “This team is very talented, and we all put in a 
lot of  hard work.”

Adding to the diversity of  the line-up, the show will 
also feature a few guest appearances. These special 
guest stars include a number of  dance team alumni 
members, as well as the Rider Step Team. There will 
also be a few members from the dance team of  the 
Penn State Berks campus coming to perform a num-
ber that was choreographed by dance team president 
Danielle Iannotta, a junior sociology major, and fellow 
Rider dance team member Danielle Cerassani. 

With everything involved with the show, the team 
had to come up with a name that would reflect 
the purpose of  the performance. Ultimately they 
settled on “Express Yourself ” because, according 
to Reyes, “this year we wanted to give our audience 
more individuality.”

To express originality, the show will be utilizing 
digital elements in order to enhance the impact of  
each number, which were all choreographed by the 
students involved.

“Before each performance, there will be a video of  
that choreographer explaining to the audience what 
inspired them to choose that style and story line,” said 
Iannotta. “I think that the audience will be pleasantly 
surprised by the different styles we are capable of  

performing since we do not usually perform these 
styles at other events we do on campus.”

More than anything, the dancers hope the audi-
ences see how much effort they put into the shows.

“Dance is our passion,” Iannotta said. “We love to 
express ourselves in a positive manner through danc-
ing, and we are all different but work well together as 
one to make a show like this come to life. We put a 
lot of  hard work and effort into making the show, and 
we are really excited to show what we can do for the 
student body and other family and friends.”

Performers also hope to inspire the viewers, just as 
much as they hope to show off  their talents.

“The audience should know it’s going to be a great 
show,” Reyes said. “Our message we want to send to 
our audience is: Never stop expressing yourself.”
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The Rider Dance Team will be holding its annual spring show “Express Yourself” on April 17 and April 19 in the Yvonne Theater. 
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Individuality steps out as theme of dance team show
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By Danielle Gittleman

FIREWORKS, food trucks and a day full of  fun are just 
a few things that students can expect to enjoy on 
this year’s University Day. 

In honor of  Rider’s 150th anniversary, the 
campus has featured some exciting events this year. 
On April 17, Rider will have yet another reason to 
celebrate — the day in 1994 when Rider officially 
changed from Rider College to Rider University. 

This year’s celebration includes events that are big-
ger and better than they have ever been before. From 
good food to fireworks, the celebration promises to be 
one for students to remember. 

“This University Day is really special because it 
is Rider’s 150th anniversary as well as a celebration 
and farewell to President Mordechai Rozanski,” said 
Student Government Association (SGA) President 
and senior public relations major Allie Koury. “This 
year, it is really different from past years because it is 
a celebration of  the entire university as a whole, and 
includes much larger activities such as fireworks.”

Some big events include a pub mixer for students 
and alumni and a reception to honor Rozanski. There 
will also be an event to bury a time capsule, which is 
intended to be opened at the bicentennial celebration 
in 2065.  

“The time capsule was looking for smaller items 
that students and members of  the Rider community 
could bring,” said Koury. “In order to include an item, 
you had to pre-register it, but people should still go 
just to witness the event.”

One of  the biggest events of  University Day is the 
big celebration at the end of  the day. Taking place 
on Ben Cohen turf  field, it will feature live music, 
games, and food, including desserts, from a number 
of  different food trucks, along with the announcement 
of  Rider’s new alma mater, according to Koury. The 
night will come to a close with fireworks for students 
to enjoy.

“I would say, try to attend as many events as pos-
sible, as this entire day is living Rider history,” said 
Koury. “But if  I had to choose one event not to miss, 

I would say it is the celebration at the Ben Cohen turf  
field. The Office of  Campus Life, Alumni Relations, 
Student Entertainment Council and the 150th com-
mittee have worked so hard for this day to take shape 
that it would be a shame to miss any of  it.”

A lot has gone into planning this year’s University 
Day, and students are urged to come and enjoy any of  
the events.

“It’s a chance for the university to come together 
to reflect on a great school year as well as say goodbye 

and thank you to President Rozanski,” said Nick 
Barbati, assistant director of  campus life. “We’re 
hoping to see students all day long enjoying the day 
and most especially coming together at night for the 
fireworks.”

For a full schedule of  the events, check out the SGA 
University Day official Facebook event page. To RSVP, students 
should go to www.rider.edu/rsvp. 

Events for University Day include burying a time capsule, honoring President Rozanski and ending the night with a celebration on Ben 
Cohen field with food trucks and fireworks. 
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Balancing motherhood, management and going green
By Thomas Regan

THE lights are left on in the house of  Rider Univer-
sity’s sustainability pioneer — a common environ-
mental neglect that would be brought up during 
her “green confession” — but then the switch 

clicks, the room goes dark and out runs her 4-year-old 
son.

“Look, Mommy, I’m saving energy, I’m saving 
energy!” he says in excitement.

Melissa Greenberg, Rider University’s sustainability 
manager, is trying to spread the same notion of  envi-
ronmental consideration on campus that she has taught 
her older son.

Balancing her passion for the Earth with raising her 
children is not always easy.

 “Working full time and having two young kids — 
my oldest is 4, so he’s not even in kindergarten yet — is 
a challenge,” she said. “I just consider it as having two 
full-time jobs. Some of  the things I used to like to do 
for myself, I can’t really do anymore.”

Junior environmental science major Kathy Blachut, 
who serves as an eco-rep, describes a typical day for 
Greenberg as constantly working on new projects and 
trying to discover new ways to better the university 
from a sustainability standpoint. 

Currently, Greenberg is working extensively on set-
ting up Bill Nye the Science Guy’s visit to Rider, which 
will take place on April 23. 

Though Greenberg has a lot to accomplish at work, 
she always finds a way to handle her duties on campus, 
while also taking care of  her responsibilities at home.

“Melissa handles being a full-time mom and a full-
time sustainability manager like a pro,” Blachut said. 
“She has two little boys, and swimming practice, birth-
day parties and playing outdoors all are part of  her 
schedule. Just the other day she managed to come to 
Admitted Student Day on a weekend to represent the 

Office of  Sustainability, but before that, had already 
managed to play outdoors with her children. Without 
a doubt, this job is something she plans on doing for 
years to come, but her kids clearly are the apples of  her 
eye.”

Even though she surrenders most of  her leisure time 
to serve the environment and her children, the preser-
vationist path was not always what she had envisioned 
for herself.

A graduate of  Widener University with a degree in 
hospitality management, she originally looked to work 
for a travel agency. Her career has redirected her sev-
eral times before she found a home in sustainability. 

Greenberg worked at Philadelphia University and 
then Philadelphia College of  Textiles and Science,  
where she headed the food service operation, which 
she described as “like Cranberry’s.” The job proved to 
be a dead end, and she explored several other oppor-
tunities before finding her way to the George School 
in Newtown, Pennsylvania, a well-regarded boarding 
school. The school’s efforts to go green fostered her 
passion for saving the environment and eventually led 
her to Rider. 

“I don’t have specialized training or a degree in 
sustainability — that’s a relatively new thing, and that 
didn’t exist,” she said. “Here, you can minor in sustain-
ability. Some colleges have a bachelor’s in sustainability 
and there’s also a master’s. So, it’s come a long way, 
and I’ve just been riding the wave for it.”

Since leading Rider’s efforts to combat the damage 
that has been inflicted on the environment, Greenberg 
has established several green initiatives. Solar panels 
have been installed along I-95 and a biodigester — a 
machine that turns food waste into grey water— has 
been adopted to dispose of  the waste created by Daly’s. 
However, the technological advances, which have 
helped increase the school’s sustainability, are not her 

proudest accomplishments.
“The level of  awareness that has been raised since 

I got here in 2008, there’s just a big difference,” 
Greenberg said. “When I first got here, no one cared. 
No one wanted to talk to me; no one wanted me to 
speak in their classes. Even the students that worked for 
me had a hard time communicating with peers and try-
ing to get them to be a little more sustainable in their 
life. Now, the response is so different. People invite the 
eco-reps to join in and help green their events. There’s 
now a Student Government Association position called 
the environmental chair.”

Despite the increased understanding of  the dan-
gers of  pollution, Greenberg knows dorm life may 
allow some students, who do not see the electric bill, 
to become more lax in their environmental consider-
ation. However, she believes that the long-term impact 
of  instilling mindfulness in college students will follow 
them throughout their lives. 

“Hopefully, students will leave here, even if  they’re 
not so green while they’re here, with knowledge and 
awareness and will make better choices moving for-
ward,” she said. “There are a lot of  things people do 
because I think they just don’t know any better, like the 
impact of  throwing a water bottle in the trash can. It 
might seem like nothing, but then you come to one of  
our films that talks about the fact that everything that 
has ever been created that’s plastic still exists today. So 
having it go to a landfill, yes, it’s out of  sight, out of  
mind — but it’s never going away. I just think people 
really [need to] understand, so it’s my job and my 
staff ’s job to get people to make better choices.”
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Melissa Greenberg stands in front of Mount St. Hellen. 
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University Day: parties, memories and  farewell

Greenberg stands with her Lawrenceville eco-reps. 

Greenberg balances work and her husband and two sons.

By Caroline Forde

A SPINE-TINGLING story left audiences in awe at 
Rider’s production of  Alejandro Sieveking’s 
play The Praying Mantis, which took over the 
Yvonne Theater April 8-12. The show focuses 

on three spinsters and their dirty little secret: their sister. 
Along with an alcoholic father and a mild-mannered 
suitor, The Praying Mantis trapped the audience in its 
clutches with its exciting plot and curious premise.

As soon as audience members stepped into the 
Yvonne, they were transported into a Chilean home. 
Soft music played in the background, and rich purple 
curtains lined the back of  the stage. However, one 
thing stood out most to the audience: a peculiar white 
and grey door. It was clear that this simple door would 
be a key point in the story that was about to unfold.

The play starts with some banter, which unsettles 
the audience immediately, since two of  the girls, Llalla 
and Lina, are dressed in stark black mourning gar-
ments. Here, a dark secret is revealed: the sisters are 
confined to their home because they, coincidentally, 
both shot and killed their respective boyfriends, and 
have become gossip fodder for the locals in town. In 
contrast, Adela, another, younger sister, steps on stage 
in a slinky red dress. It is revealed that the house is 
expecting a guest: her boyfriend, Juan. The sisters 
buzz about getting themselves and the house ready.

While they are discussing the plans for the day, a 
ghastly cry is heard from behind the ominous door in 
the living room. This is the fourth sister, Teresa, who 
is locked in a room by herself. Throughout the play, 
she interrupts moments of  both angst and humor 
with her anguished cries or, in some cases, the sound 
of  scratching on the wooden door. Though Teresa 
is never seen, sophomore musical theater major 
Sara Davis was eerily perfect for the role. Her voice, 
which was equal parts innocent and mature, was just 
creepy enough to really make a lasting impact on the 
audience. 

When Juan, played by senior theater performance 
major Sean Cackoski, arrives, it is clear that he and 
Adela seem to be hopelessly in love. Yet, as Act I 

progresses, this changes. Adela, who first appears 
relatively quiet and sweet, transforms into a scheming 
seductress once her two sisters leave the room. She 
seduces Juan with ease and convinces him to rob the 
bank he works for, stating that he has to do it if  he 
“loves her.” Adela was portrayed beautifully by junior 
musical theater major Molly Franco. She was subtly 
powerful and surprisingly devious as she seductively 
recited a poem for her lover. Franco’s body language, 
too, changed from calm and innocent to sultry and 
powerful as Adela effortlessly manipulated Juan to get 
what she needed from him: $200,000 to escape her 
home. 

Llalla and Lina try to seduce Juan, as well. Llalla, 
who, throughout the show, is a bit neurotic but charm-
ing and funny, tries to seduce Juan with promises of  

home-cooked meals. Abby Anderson, a junior musical 
theater student, was a riot in this role, often offering 
great moments of  comic relief. Her portrayal of  the 
over-dramatic Llalla left audiences in stitches, yet she 
was equally convincing and entertaining when show-
ing the serious side of  Llalla.

Cackoski was endearing in his role as the clearly 
nervous, bumbling boyfriend. He was noticeably lost 
as to why the girls were so nonchalant about Teresa, 
and his genuine desire to help overwhelmingly made 
audiences want to root for him. 

But perhaps the two most powerful performances 
were delivered by senior John Beirne and sophomore 
Alexa Canelos. Bierne played the alcoholic father of  
the four girls. His emotional breakdown in which he 
praises Teresa as a gift from God was truly magical. 
The father’s horror at losing his wife and relief  at find-
ing a saint in his daughter were clear in his brilliantly 
performed monologue.

Not to be outdone, Canelos’ stoic portrayal of  
Lina, the wisest daughter, was outstanding. Her pas-
sionate plea for Juan to love her was performed with 
a perfect blend of  attitude and desperation. It was 
clear that Lina, more than her two sisters, just wanted 
someone to love her, and Canelos’ portrayal of  Lina 
made audiences want someone to love her. 

Throughout the play, Juan is warned by Adela not 
to enter the locked room in which Teresa resides. Yet, 
after he is left alone in the living room, Teresa begins 
talking to Juan through the door. She appeals to his 
sympathetic nature and urges him to open the door 
and join her. He does, and the final, shocking truth 
is revealed: she lures people to their ultimate doom. 
The three sisters attempt to rescue Juan, but it is too 
late. He is bloodied and mad, claiming that she is now 
his reason for living and the true beauty of  the earth. 
Adela tearfully shoots him, saving him, and humanity, 
from Teresa.

The Praying Mantis was unpredictable and exciting, 
an unusual addition to Rider’s fine theater fare.

Alexa Canelos and Molly Franco as Lina and Adela make their 
characters come to life in The Praying Mantis. 
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Sinister suspense chills audiences



FINAL exams. For many of  us, they’re 
rapidly approaching. As you read 
these lines, you’re reminded of  the 
looming obstacle, and if  you’re 

anything like me, your heart rate quick-
ens and sweat appears on your brow as 
you try and remember how many lattes 
and 3 a.m. meltdowns it took to get 
through them last semester. 

For many of  us, final exams have the 
potential to make or break the grade 
that we receive in any given class. In 
one of  my classes this semester, the 
final exam counts for an entire quarter 
of  my grade. That’s 25 percent. That 
means that one test has the potential to 
essentially undermine an entire semes-
ter’s worth of  hard work and dedica-
tion, and that just doesn’t sit right with 
me. 

This method of  testing is an unnec-
essary burden on the mental, physical 
and social health of  college students 
everywhere. According to the American 

Journal of  Health Studies, “Significant 
associations have been established 
between college stress and cognitive 
difficulties including impairment in 
academic performance, increased rates 
of  depression and anxiety, and overall 
decrease in life satisfaction. According 
to one-third (32 percent) of  the nearly 
50,000 students surveyed at 74 U.S. 
campuses in the American College 
Health Association National College 
Health Assessment, stress was the most 
commonly identified impediment to 
academic performance.” 

In simpler terms, stress causes 
students to perform less than their 
best academically, and final exams are 
one of  the biggest sources of  stress 
for many college students, especially 
because many of  us are taking four or 
more final exams within the span of  a 
few days. 

Not only do 
cumulative final 
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Find your own joy
LATE last spring, after learning 

that Rider University was listed 
on The Princeton Review’s list of  
most unhappy college students, 

The Rider News set out to prove the list 
wrong. As a group of  students who 
were overall pleased with their Rider 
experience, our staff found it odd that 
our school could appear on such a 
list. 

To our surprise, our pilot “Happy 
Poll,” conducted near the end of  
the spring 2014 semester, seemed to 
confirm The Princeton Review. We held 
off  on publishing the results. Now, 
after further research and tweaking 
of  the poll, The Rider News decided to 
give students another chance before 
spring break to express their feelings 
on being a Bronc.

The new results were, if  any-
thing, a little worse. Nearly a third 
of  Rider students say they just aren’t 
happy. It should be understood that 
our poll wasn’t created to take shots 
at Rider, but to unearth issues on 
both campuses and start a conversa-
tion to make them better.

The poll certainly doesn’t prove 
that Rider is making students 
unhappy. It shows that some are 
unhappy when they get here, and 
the school hasn’t found methods to 
make them happier. As members 
of  the Rider community, we can’t 
ignore this fact. Your college years 
are supposed to be some of  the most 
memorable, and there is no reason 
they can’t be at Rider University. 

The chief  complaints are about 
residence halls. While there are some 
state-of-the-art dorms like West 
Village and Moore, many of  the 
older buildings on campus resemble 
minimum-security penitentiaries. 
Whether it is the prison cell-size liv-
ing spaces or the beaten-down bath-
rooms, respondents to the poll are 
certainly not wrong to criticize the 
rooms in which we pay thousands 
of  dollars to live. An update is long 
overdue; we’re talking about you, 
Poyda, Kroner, Conover … etc. 

And residence halls are not the 
only thing that the administration 
could look to improve. Any student 
who goes to Rider is aware of  the 
“suitcase school” mentality, where 
too many residents simply live on 
campus during the week but quickly 
pack their things up and head home 
for the weekends. It varies, but on 
some weekends, Rider resembles a 
ghost town.

If  you don’t enjoy sports, singing 
competitions or theater, you might 
just be out of  luck. While it is assur-
edly difficult to cater to the whole 
community’s interests, Rider could 
broaden the volume and spectrum 
of  events. Events such as Relay For 
Life pull students together and cre-
ate a stronger bond in the campus 
community, all for a good cause. 
Similar community-building events 
with a larger social purpose could 
offer students more reasons to stay 
on campus after their Friday classes.

Although Rider has several areas 
to study and possibly improve, The 
Rider News staff  agrees that much 
of  the blame falls on the shoulders 
of  students. Many comments in our 

survey reflected a mentality that 
unless you are involved with Greek 
Life or athletics, there is nothing to 
do. Not true.

The staff  of  The Rider News, some 
of  whom are transfer and commuter 
students, can tell you if  you want to 
make friends or feel like you belong 
on this campus, you need to put in 
some effort. For many of  us, before 
we became members of  The Rider 
News, we would sit in our dorms all 
day and wonder why we never had 
anything to do. Becoming involved 
in a Rider club or activity is an 
amazing way to forge relationships 
and keep you busy throughout the 
year. 

Starting is as easy as just attend-
ing a club’s meeting or event and 
talking to new people. This campus 
is an amazing community, but you 
won’t feel a part of  it if  you don’t 
exert effort. 

If  you were looking for a party 
school, you probably didn’t do 
your research; try West Virginia 
or Arizona State. You might think 
Rider’s alcohol policy is pretty strict, 
but the administration is responsible 
for keeping every student safe, and 
rules are rules. So our question to 
you, the reader, is this: You might be 
unhappy with your Rider experi-
ence, but have you done anything to 
change that?

While the results of  the “Happy 
Poll” may have implied some defi-
ciencies in the Rider experience, 
many students agree that Rider 
offers an incredible education. 
Across the board, respondents of  the 
poll gave high rankings to academics 
and professors. 

As a senior graduating in May, 
I can say that I have been given an 
excellent education and the tools 
necessary to be successful in my 
post-Bronc career, and I know I’m 
not the only student who feels this 
way. The quality faculty of  this uni-
versity is what makes this school so 
great. That’s why we all came here 
to get a quality education, not to get 
drunk every night — right?

In the end, Rider is a great 
institution. It might have some flaws 
and unhappy students, but that isn’t 
all the school’s fault. While some 
changes might be put into effect to 
increase the overall happiness of  
students, a lot of  their unhappiness 
could easily be solved by getting out 
and getting involved.  

The results of  this poll should be 
a call-to-arms to the administration. 
While the unhappiness on campus is 
not administrators’ fault, they could 
play an important role in finding 
out more and developing ways to 
increase well-being on both cam-
puses. Find those unhappy students 
and help them make their Rider 
experience one to remember. 

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider 

News. This week’s editorial was writ-
ten by the Executive Editor, Christopher 

Brooks.

JUNIOR SPEAKS

Test more often 
to reduce stress
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G R E E N  CO R N E R

Joining the national battle against climate change
AROUND the globe, seasons are shifting, temperatures are climbing and sea 

levels are rising. And meanwhile, our planet must still supply us, and all liv-
ing things, with air, water, food and safe places to live. The majority of  the 
world agrees that climate change may be one of  the greatest threats facing 

the planet. Recent years show rising temperatures in various regions and increas-
ing extremes in weather patterns. If  we don’t act now, climate change will rapidly 
alter the lands and waters we all depend upon for survival, leaving our children and 
grandchildren with a very different world.

As of  March 2015, President Barack Obama pledged to cut total U.S. green-
house-gas emissions by 26 to 28 percent below 2005 levels by 2025. At the same 
time, Chinese President Xi Jinping said that China will stop its emissions from 
growing by 2030. This is the first commitment from China, the world’s biggest 
polluter, regarding emission reduction. Obama called the agreement a major 
milestone in the US–China relationship. 

“By making this announcement today, together, we hope to encourage all 
major economies to be ambitious — all countries, developing and developed — 
to work across some of  the old divides so we can conclude a strong global climate 
agreement next year,” he said.

To achieve its goal, the United States will need to double the pace of  its emis-
sions cuts. It had pledged a decrease of  1.2 percent per year during the 2005–20 
period. Now, the country is committed to further cuts of  2.3 to 2.8 percent per 
year between 2020 and 2025. “This is an ambitious goal, but it is an achievable 

goal,” Obama said. 
In the United States, Obama’s existing proposals to reduce greenhouse-gas 

emissions from existing power plants and enact new standards for vehicle fuel-effi-
ciency and energy efficiency are expected to help the country to meet its climate 
commitment. Carbon capture and storage could also play a part, but that tech-
nology is still in development. With Obama finishing his second, and last, term in 
January 2017, it remains unknown whether the next U.S. president will choose to 
continue Obama’s environment-friendly course.

We can begin to help the United States reach this goal in our own dorms. If  
you turn off  the lights whenever you leave a room, you can reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions by 0.15 pounds per hour. If  everyone at Rider turned off  one light, 
for one hour a day, for one year, we could save 733,475 kilowatt-hours per year, 
the equivalent of  removing 97 cars (or 1,161,000 pounds of  CO2) from the road 
for an entire year. An energy reduction of  20 percent can easily be achieved by 
turning off  computers and unplugging “phantom” devices like printers, iPods, 
phone chargers and external hard drives. Use a “smart” power strip that will 
automatically switch these devices off  when your computer is turned off. 

We, at Rider, play a vital role in achieving our country’s sustainability goals.

-Chelsea Simpkins
Westminster eco-rep

Rider University freshmen and seniors...
We want to hear from you...

National Survey 
of Student Engagement

Last Chance!

If you have questions, please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

What?
Students are encouraged to confidentially fill out the National Survey of Student 
Engagement. is survey evaluates student engagement on campus. e results of 
the survey will provide the necessary data on how undergraduates spend their time 
and what they gain from attending college.  

Where?
Online! Emails were sent to all freshmen and senior students with a link to where 
they can take the survey.

When?
e first email from DonnaJean Fredeen, Provost of Rider University, with the subject 
“Rider University wants your feedback” was sent on Feb. 24. e survey closes in late April.

Why?
Colleges use this data to identify aspects of the undergraduate experience inside and 
outside the classroom that can be improved through changes in policies and practices.

1415AA NSSE Ad_Last Chance_Layout 1  4/10/15  10:04 AM  Page 1

exams burden students with an unnecessary amount 
of  stress, they are an ineffective measure of  true aca-
demic performance. Because of  the nature of  cumu-
lative final exams, many students cram all of  their 
studying into 24- to 72-hour sessions before the test, 
which may result in a passing grade but does very little 
for long-term retention of  the material. 

Additional factors that lend themselves to the 
ineffective nature of  cumulative final exams are test 

anxiety, lack of  sleep and the possibility that you may 
simply not feel your best on the day of  the exam. 
There are just too many factors that go into test per-
formance to assign such a large portion of  a student’s 
grade to a single test. So why does one test have to 
hold so much more value than the others? 

A potential solution, and one that I’ve encountered 
in a few of  my classes, is to allow more opportunities 
for test success. Instead of  allocating 10 percent of  the 
students’ grade on the midterm and 10 percent on the 
final, for example, why not allow for quarterly testing 
and instead allocate 5 percent to each test and test the 
students only on the material learned in that quarter? 

Not only does this method allow students more oppor-
tunities for success, it’s a surefire way to improve test 
performance. Quarterly exams mean less material that 
students have to remember for each exam, resulting in 
less stress and, in turn, better test performance. 

Sure, this solution involves some adjustments and 
certainly more grading throughout the semester on 
behalf  of  our professors, but it would doubtlessly 
garner a whole lot of  gratitude and allow many of  us 
a better shot at academic success. 

-Jadessa Shann
Junior secondary education major
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THINKING ABOUT SUMMER ALREADY?  
     SO ARE WE!

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE 

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE  |  700 E. Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901

At Delaware Valley College, summer doesn’t mean a break from 
school. It’s the best time to get ahead or caught up! We make it 
easy for visiting college students to make the most of their summer.

For more information visit us on the web at delval.edu/summer-collegenews
Contact us at cps@delval.edu or 215.489.4848

SUMMER COURSES START MAY 18

      - Online and on campus

      - Accelerated and full term

      - Credits are easily transferable

* No application fee required for visiting students

And because DelVal becomes Delaware Valley University 

on April 8 - we are celebrating our university status with 

$48 less per credit on all summer courses!

S O F T B A L L

Out of the baseline: Rider drops four
By Thomas Albano

THE softball team was swept in two 
doubleheaders on the road this 
past week, competing against 
Villanova on April 9 and confer-

ence rival Manhattan on April 11.
Junior first baseman Dana Sensi 

says that even though the team played 
exceptional competition, they did not 
play as well as they could.

“They’re non-conference games, 
but we just didn’t play to our poten-
tial [against Villanova],” Sensi said. 
“Manhattan’s undefeated in the confer-
ence right now, so it’s two really tough 
games. They have Elena Bowman on 
their team, and she leads the MAAC in 
everything.” 

Villanova (18-19, 6-6 Big East) 
started game one by scoring three runs 
on three hits in the first two innings. 
They added two runs on three hits dur-
ing the bottom of  the fifth. 

Rider attempted a comeback in the 
sixth. One run came across the plate 
thanks to an RBI double by senior 
shortstop Gina McCool, and two more 
were scored on a Villanova error. The 
rally ended there, however, as the 
Wildcats scored in the bottom of  the 
sixth before easily taking care of  the 
Broncs the next inning for the victory.

Game two also saw Villanova score 
early. Going into the bottom of  the 
third with a 1-0 lead, the Wildcats 
added three thanks to an RBI ground 

out, in part because of  a wild pitch by 
sophomore Delany DeMello and a two-
run home run.

Rider attempted another rally in the 
top of  the fourth. Junior first baseman 
Dana Sensi hit her 10th home run 
of  the season. Then, McCool scored 
thanks to an error by the Villanova 
catcher, sophomore Natalia Segovia, 
after Rider’s senior catcher Allysen 
Breeden reached first base on a 
strikeout. 

That is all the Broncs would add on, 
however. The Wildcats scored twice 
more in the bottom of  the inning to 
make their lead 6-2, and that would be 
the final score.

Rider tried to improve its luck two 
days later against conference-rival 
Manhattan (17-9, 8-0 MAAC). The 
first game was a pitcher’s duel between 
DeMello and Villanova’s senior Amy 
Bright. Despite four walks, DeMello 
had four strikeouts and gave up only 
two runs on five hits. Her opposition 
was just better, however, as Bright 
pitched a shutout — striking out 
seven and allowing only three hits as 
Manhattan took the win.

DeMello felt she settled in better 
against a familiar foe. 

“There is always a different atmo-
sphere when it comes to conference 
games,” DeMello said. “I knew we had 

nothing to lose and everything to gain 
because [Manhattan is] undefeated in 
the conference.”

The second game started differently, 
as the Broncs were the ones to strike 
first. They gained a 1-0 lead in the first 
following an RBI single from sopho-
more pitcher Megan McDonough and 
then added another run in the third 
after a sacrifice fly by McCool.

The tide turned, however, as 
Manhattan scored in the bottom of  
the fourth to cut the Rider lead in 
half. Then, in the bottom of  the sixth, 
McDonough surrendered two home 
runs, and the Jaspers took the lead and 
the win.

Rider will play a doubleheader on 
April 15 at Delaware before coming 
home for a doubleheader on April 18 
against Fairfield.

Sensi believes the team cannot 
afford to lose another two straight con-
ference games.

“We definitely need these wins 
this weekend,” Sensi said. “I think, 
although we blew a lead in our last 
game against Manhattan —  being that 
they’re tied for first in the conference 
— I think it’s giving us a little momen-
tum and showing us we can hang with 
anyone.”

Senior shortstop Gina McCool went 3 for 5 in two games against Villanova on April 9.
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National four-peat by the beach
By Brandon Scalea

FOR the fourth straight year, the 
cheerleading team received first 
place honors at Reach the Beach, a 
prestigious national competition in 

Ocean City, Maryland. 
Fourteen teams from across the 

nation competed in this All-Star based 
competition. Among these schools were 
Penn State, James Madison, Delaware 
Valley and Moravian. 

Head Coach Cherie Voorhees-
Carcaci stressed that the team’s success 
has come from years of  hard work.

“This fourth straight win means 
that we have an extremely competitive 
program at Rider,” she said. “It has 
been cultivated over the years with the 
number of  talented students that we 
have from different backgrounds, even 
outside cheer. We offer not only a great 
experience supporting our sports teams, 
but can shine at the competitive col-
legiate level.”

On day one of  the competition, 
the single-stunt team received national 
championship honors. This team 
of  five women is made up of  Kara 
Kellenbenz, Jackie Cunningham, Emily 
Fenerty, Gina Ficarra, and Caitlyn 
Toth. 

The second day of  the competi-
tion included the routines, which are 
two and a half  minutes long. Each 
school’s routine involves single stunts, 
jumps, pyramids, standing and running 
tumbles and dancing. 

Freshman Catrina Strubinger was 
particularly impressed with her team’s 
performance in the routine round. 

“We had to learn this routine in 
about two weeks,” she said. “Yet we still 
hit it absolutely flawless at nationals. 
This is such a testament to how hard 
we work as a team.” 

After day one, Rider was ranked 
No. 1 overall in the competition based 
on scoring. The scores of  days one and 
two were averaged together, leaving the 
team at the top of  the pack. At a close 
second and third place were Penn State 
and Shepherd University, respectively. 

As a result of  its win, Rider received 
a $1,000 check for its program and a 
fully paid bid to move on to the next 
stage, U.S. Nationals. 

After a season of  cheering on the 
men’s and women’s basketball teams, 
which involved a trip to Albany for 
the MAAC Tournament, it was hard 
for Strubinger to pick out her favorite 
moment of  the year. 

“Besides traveling to Albany for the 
MAAC’s, winning this competition was 
the highlight of  my freshman year,” she 
said. “It was an amazing experience to 
compete at such a high level and still be 
considered the best.” 

Another addition to the résumé of  
Rider Cheerleading was its finish in 
the top 10 of  STUNT The Sport, the 
recently developed format for competi-
tive collegiate cheerleading. Rider has 
only participated in this sport for two 

seasons. 
With STUNT beginning to emerge 

in all corners of  the nation, the Broncs 
had to compete with some of  the top 
college teams in the country: Delaware, 
Davenport, Michigan State, Hofstra 
and Texas A&M.

Voorhees-Carcaci believes that 
receiving this honor was well-deserved. 

“Our cheerleaders are committed to 
being the best athletes they can be,” she 

said. “We scored higher than we did in 
any previous year and put on a great 
show for the crowd. Besides winning 
this fourth straight title, I believe we 
gave a performance that was deserving 
of  the championship.” 
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The cheerleading team took first place honors for the fourth straight season in Ocean City, Maryland.
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Sweeping Stags 
to move into first 
By Shanna O’Mara

AFTER winning five of  the first six 
conference games, the baseball 
team has moved into first place in 
the MAAC.

The Broncs (13-15, 5-1 MAAC) 
hosted a doubleheader on April 11, 
defeating Fairfield 7-4 then 5-2. 

Junior outfielder James Locklear 
stressed the importance of  the team’s 
recent success. 

“Every conference game is big, every 
win is big, every inning, every pitch,” 
he said. “So when you get three [wins] 
against a very good team, that puts us 
in a good spot for the rest of  the year.”

During the first game, Rider scored 
three runs on the first three hits, includ-
ing a two-run single by junior infielder 
Patrick Murphy. Fairfield cut the lead 
to one during the fourth inning after a 
two-RBI single, but the Broncs came 
back to score another three runs in the 
bottom of  the inning off  of  two hits 
and two errors from the Stags.

Of  Rider’s eight hits, three came 
from senior third baseman Nick 
Richter, who scored twice during the 
game. Sophomore catcher Lee Lipinski 
also brought in two runs.

Senior Zach Mawson pitched 
seven innings, striking out six, before 
sophomore Josh Sharik and senior Eric 
Thomas each pitched an inning of  

relief  to seal the win. 
During the second game, the Stags 

(7-20, 3-9 MAAC) scored twice in the 
second inning, quickly taking the lead, 
but the Broncs came back in the fifth. 
They scored all five runs, with RBI 
singles by three seniors — shortstop 
Mike Parsons, outfielder Greg 
Fazio and first baseman 
Justin Thomas, who had 
two of  Rider’s seven hits.

A single game was held 
on April 12 during which 
Rider completed the sweep by 
defeating Fairfield with a score of  8-6. 
After giving up a lead-off  single, the 
Broncs turned a double play followed 
by a pop fly to left field. This quick 
inning had the Broncs feeling confident, 
but the Stags soon retaliated, scoring 
two runs in the top of  the second.

Freshman pitcher Nick Margevicius 
threw aggressively, allowing no addi-
tional runs while Rider tied the score 
during the bottom of  the second inning 
with a two-run double by senior catcher 
Eric Strano. They then gained the lead 
with another run in the third. 

Locklear stepped to the plate during 
the fourth inning with the bases loaded 
and two outs and smashed a three-run 
triple into right field.

“We needed a couple runs in that 
inning,” Locklear said. “I took a good 

swing, it went over that kid’s head, 
and we scored three runs. We needed 
that because they ended up coming 
back at the end so I’m glad I was able 
to help the team.” 

Fairfield nearly tied up the game 
with four runs during the seventh 
inning but was held off  by Bronc 
defense.

Rider’s offense struck one last time 
in the eighth when Lipinski scored after 
a bases-loaded walk, leaving the final 
score at 8-6.

Head Coach Barry Davis believes 
that while it’s always more important to 
win the series, a sweep can only add to 
the success.

“It is important to win, the series 
one, and to sweep is a bonus,” Davis 
said. “Hopefully we will use that to 
springboard us a bit further.”

Prior to the series, Rider also 
defeated NJIT (15-11-1) on April 8 by 

a score of  7-4. The Broncs scored 
two runs on two hits during the second 

inning, including a double by Fazio. 
The scoring continued the next 

inning when Fazio later hit a three-run 
home run. The Highlanders, however, 
scored a run in the fourth, fifth and 
sixth innings to cut the Rider lead 
down to 5-3.

In the eighth, a run was scored for 
the Broncs when freshman infielder 
Jake Bender hit into a fielder’s choice, 
and they scored again when junior 
outfielder Jordan Leinweber had an 
RBI double.

NJIT scored again in the bottom of  
the inning, but could not score anymore 
as Rider won the game.

The combined efforts of  four 
pitchers — freshman CJ 

Hirschy, sophomore 
Mike Diorio, freshman 

Paul Sparano and Eric 
Thomas  — allowed only four 

NJIT runs in nine innings.
The Broncs will travel to Citizen’s 

Bank Park, home of  the Philadelphia 
Phillies, on April 15 to play Villanova 
in the Liberty Bell Classic title game. 
The game was originally scheduled for 
April 14, but the game was rained out. 
A road game against Wagner in Staten 
Island, New York, scheduled for April 
15 has been consequently canceled.

Davis stressed that although it is 
important to take in the atmosphere of  
a Major League ballpark, winning is 
still the priority.

“I’m sure that’ll be a good experi-
ence for all of  us, and I’m looking 
forward to sitting in the dugout and 
coaching,” Davis said. “We’ll try to 
enjoy it, but we also want to win the 
game and play well.”

By Thomas Albano

THE track and field teams competed at home for 
the only time this season at the Rider Invite on 
April 11, which saw the men come in first of  23 
schools, while the women finished fourth of  22.

“I was very pleased with the performances of  both 
teams,” said head coach Bob Hamer. “We got contri-
butions from all event groups, and that is how we have 
built the team.”

Rider’s top performer at the meet was senior 
thrower Andrew Pozo, whose first-place finish in the 
hammer throw with a distance of  55.31 meters set a 
new school record. The throw broke the old record, 
set in 2010, by approximately 1.5 meters.

For Pozo, it was the ideal setting for the 
accomplishment.

“It was relieving to finally break the record, but to 
do it in front of  all the people who came out to sup-
port and cheer me on was perfect,” Pozo said.

The men’s team had numerous other winners at the 
event, including a few athletes who had IC4A qualify-
ing performances. Qualifiers included senior thrower 
George Solujich, who qualified by winning the shot 
put with a 16.81-meter throw; senior pole vaulter 
Anthony DeFranco, who won with a height of  4.85 
meters — a personal best; sophomore hurdler Devon 
Jefferson, who won the 110-meter hurdles in 14.8 sec-
onds; and freshman jumper Shabazz Shuler, who won 
the long jump with a distance of  7.19 meters.

DeFranco’s qualification helps to give his collegiate 
career just a little more life.

“Being able to qualify for IC4As extends my season 
and track career two more weeks,” DeFranco said. 
“So that is definitely relieving.”

Other winners for the men included junior hurdler 
Darien Edwards, who won the 400-meter hurdles 
in 54.58 seconds; junior Jon Knipper, who won the 
3,000-meter steeplechase in 10:04.59; and sophomore 
jumper Kyle Bryant, who won the triple jump with a 
distance of  14.15 meters.

The women’s team had three athletes who won 
competitions at the home meet. Junior jumper Daria 
Chadwick won the high jump with a height of  1.65 
meters, while Olivia Rosenberger won the triple jump 

with a distance of  11.65 meters. Freshman sprinter 
Cleopatra Morrison won the 100-meter dash in 12.39 
seconds.

While her team was not victorious in the standings, 
Rosenberger said the women were high in spirit dur-
ing and following the event.

“The morale at this meet was very high,” 
Rosenberger said. “In track and field, as I’m sure it is 
in any other sport, the power of  having people cheer 
you on can really rear up an individual’s performance; 
it makes you want to do well and prove to the other 
teams that you’re a great competitor. The girls’ team 
did a great job cheering each other on and supporting 
everyone.”

Kutztown won the women’s portion of  the event, 
with Sacred Heart and NYU also finishing ahead of  
Rider.

The track and field teams will now be split among 
events to be held over the next two weekends — the 
final two before the MAAC Championships.

Upcoming events for the team this coming week-
end include the Larry Ellis Invitational, which will be 
held on April 17 and 18 at Princeton; the Greyhound 
Invitational, which takes place in Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, on April 18; and the Phoenix 
Invitational in Elon, North Carolina, on April 18.

Hamer says splitting the teams up helps the athletes 
prepare and perfect their showings.

“It is real important leading up to the MAAC 
Championships that everyone gets an opportunity to 
compete in the right environment,” Hamer said. “We 
feel we give our athletes the best chance to be their 
best by competing with this schedule over the final few 
weeks of  the season.”
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Andrew Pozo broke a school record in the hammer throw at the 
Rider Invite on April 11.

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Home meet sees record-breaker, IC4A qualifiers

Neil Davis/The Rider News

Senior third baseman
Nick Richter
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