
By Thomas Regan

RIDER alumnus Matt Welna, ’12, passed away 
at age 25 on March 20, after being struck by a 
truck on the westbound shoulder of  Route 33 
in Monroe Township, according to police. 

Welna was a member of  the men’s soccer team, 
where he appeared in 44 games and received 
MAAC All-Academic honors three times. 

Head Coach Charlie Inverso, who headed the 
team in Welna’s senior season, recalled his player’s 
hard-working persona. 

“Matt was a pretty amazing guy,” he said. “You 
don’t find kids with old school values like Matt. He 
was raised in a first-generation Polish family, who 
instilled all the right values in him. I feel so bad for 
his family, but they should be incredibly proud of  
him.”
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BRONCS ON BREAK
Find out what some students did over 
their spring vacations. page 8

COLD CONCLUSION
As the snow melts, learn how the winter will help 
the spring. page 11

BRONCS’ BOMBER
Softball’s first baseman has 6 homeruns in the first 
17 games. page 14

B.J. Clagon celebrates in St. Louis with assistant coach Nic Bedelyon after Clagon became Rider’s first freshman All-American.
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Alum killed in accident

By Julia Corrigan

IN an effort to uphold the mission of  the late Dr. 
David Rebovich, The Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics recognized four New Jersey politi-
cal leaders and supported scholarships for Rider 

students in unpaid political internships and civic 
programming. 

Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney, Mercer 
County Executive Brian Hughes, Congressman Tom 
MacArthur, and President of  the New Jersey Business 
and Industry Association (NJBIA) Michele N. Siekerka 
were honored on March 6 for their advancements in 
politics at the Rebovich Gala hosted at Green Acres 
Country Club. 

“Four years ago we gave away one $500 scholar-
ship and that was our very first Rebovich fellow,” said 
Ben Dworkin, assistant professor of  political science 
and director of  the Rebovich Institute. “Today, there 
are 12 Rebovich fellows and this past summer we gave 
away $12,000.”

The goals of  the Rebovich Institute are to raise 
the level of  political discourse by educating the public 
about civic programming and to train the next genera-
tion of  political leaders, according to Dworkin. 

With these core values in mind, the institute chose 
to honor Senate President Sweeney for the Rebovich 
Legislative Award on behalf  of  his political leadership 
and interest in refining New Jersey. Sweeney hopes 
that the future generation will embody the missions 

taught at the Rebovich Institute.  
“At the end of  the day, you always have to find 

what’s best, and what’s best is what you’re doing here 
at Rider,” said Sweeney. “You’re finding some of  the 
finest young people who are taking an interest and 
caring about their future.” 

Being a politician not only requires a person to be a 
leader, but often also to go above and beyond expecta-
tions to help those in need. Congressman MacArthur 
did exactly this when Hurricane Sandy hit his home-
town. MacArthur was recognized with the Rebovich 
Citizenship Award because of  his efforts and help with 
a wide variety of  charities. 

Mercer County Executive Hughes was the third 
candidate to be acknowledged for his guidance 
within the political field. He received the Rebovich 
Leadership Award. Hughes said he appreciates the 
dedication that the institution provides for young 
adults. 

“[The Rebovich Institute] develops young men and 
women who are interested in the reality of  politics, 
how news gets made and what goes on behind the 
headlines,” said Hughes. “I think for that, New Jersey 
owes the institute an invaluable service.”  

NJBIA President Siekerka was the last honoree 
to be accredited for her hard work. Siekerka and the 
NJBIA received the Rebovich Corporate Neighbor 
Award.

Getting an internship is crucial to advancing a stu-
dent’s career in his or her selected field, and the award 
recipients and creators of  the Rebovich Gala under-
stand the significance 
behind this step. 

“I’ve also had a 
career in public affairs, 

A promise: Raising 
political education

➠ SEE REBOVICH
PAGE 3

Mike Welna, ’12, died after being struck by a truck on March 20.

Securing 
a place 
in Rider 
history  

        SEE STORY PAGE 16
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T H I S  W E E K

N E W S  B R I E F

Student arrested after spat

RIDER FRESHMAN JACOB GUROCK was among three 
teenagers arrested at a West Windsor 7-Eleven 
on March 7, police said. According to a West 
Windsor Police release, patrol units arrived on 

the scene to investigate a report that a disorderly 
person was yelling and spitting in the store. 

Upon arrival of the police, the disorderly person 
had already left the scene. Staff relayed that there 
was a disagreement over the sale of tobacco products 
because of the age of the potential customers. During 
the encounter, one customer allegedly spit across the 
counter at the sales clerk and struck the clerk on his 
left arm. The customer allegedly proceeded to spit on 
the clerk three or four times before leaving the store. 

While investigating, police identified the accused 
vehicle and pulled the vehicle over. The driver was 
Gurock, who allegedly spit on the policeman and 
refused to enter the patrol car, police said.

 Paraphernalia and Adderall were found in the car, 
police said. Gurock was also determined to be driv-
ing while intoxicated. Upon eventual apprehension, 
Gurock was charged with possession of CDS; posses-
sion of paraphernalia; improper behavior; DWI; DWI 
refusal; failure to observe signal; and CDS in a motor 
vehicle. The two other men, who were not Rider 
students, face lesser charges. Gurock was a finance 
major, but is no longer enrolled at Rider. 

  — Casey Gale

Page 2

Leaky Skylight
Snow is the gift that keeps on 

giving. While performing a Park, 
Walk and Talk of Lincoln Hall on 
March 21 at 2:48 a.m., Public 
Safety discovered a water leak. 
Walking through the building, an 
officer entered the third floor and 
observed water dripping through 
the skylight onto the floor in three 
different spots. Though only a 
slow drip, the water was begin-
ning to accumulate into a puddle. 
The officer put buckets and wet 
floor signs down. Facilities was 
notified.

False Alarm
Don’t shout fire in a crowded 

theater. On March 21 at 6:31 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to a 
residence hall after the fire alarm 
was turned on from a pull sta-
tion. Upon arrival, the building 
was searched for a reason the pull 
station was activated, but no sign 
of a fire was found. There were 
eight residents in the residence 
hall at the time who were still in 
the vicinity after evacuation. The 
students reported that there were 
no guests or visitors, but the per-
son responsible for activating the 
system did not come forward. All 
eight students were charged with 
deliberate activation of a false fire 
alarm.

Window Shopper
Moving pots and pans sounds 

a bit noisy for a burglar. On March 
20 at 6:50 p.m., Public Safety 
observed a female student parked 
in the lot behind a Greek house. 
Officers approached her to ask if 
she resided there, given that the 
day before, Public Safety received 
a report that persons unknown 
illegally entered the house 
through a window. The female 
student said she was the resident 
who had alerted Public Safety to 
the break-in. During her encoun-
ter with officers in the parking lot, 
she added that persons unknown 
had moved around pots and pans 
that were on a table near the 
window, and had also stolen a 
graduation picture from the wall. 
Anyone with information on the 
break-in should contact Public 
Safety.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Friday, March 27

Grants Lunch and Learn
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., BMS Science Center 310-311
All members of  the Rider community are encour-
aged to learn the ins and outs of  grants management. 
The workshop will focus on the steps that should be 
undertaken to successfully manage a grant. Topics will 
include budget management, grant accounting, donor 
stewardship, reporting, and communications and 
publicity. 

Monday, March 30 and Tuesday, March 31

Vagina Monologues
7 p.m. - 9 p.m., BLC Theater
In celebration of  women’s history month, students can 
join the women’s center for two special performances. 
Tickets are $1 for students, faculty and staff with Rider 
ID, $2 for non-Rider attendees. Tickets are on sale 
now at the ticket booths on both Lawrenceville and 
Princeton campuses. 

Coming Up
Thursday, April 23

Bill Nye The Science Guy 
7 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room
The event is free and open to students, faculty and staff only. Due to a change in location, more tickets are 
now available. One ticket per person will be available on a first-come, first-served basis beginning Monday, 
March 30 from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the BLC Box Office. A valid Rider ID is required to receive a ticket.

CHOOSE
SUMMER at STOCKTON

Sessions
May 18 - June 29 (6 weeks)
May 18 - July 29 (10 weeks)

July 1 - Aug. 11 (6 weeks)
Internships & Independent 

Studies (12 weeks)

Classes, including online and 
distance learning, in Atlantic City,

 Galloway, Hammonton & Manahawkin

stockton.edu/summer
Stockton University is an AA/EO Institution 

Quality • Value • Location

Discounted tuition & housing
SPECIAL

3 for the price of 2* 
*Must take at least 1 class at 

Stockton-Island Campus.

By Casey Gale

T   HE Rider News won seven awards in the statewide 
New Jersey Collegiate Press Association Contest. 
Two section editors, Alexis Schulz, a sophomore 
journalism major, and Thomas Albano, a junior 

journalism major, each won in two categories. 
The newspaper took first and second in News 

Writing among four-year colleges. Schulz won first for 
“Breaking through the fourth wall” and “N.J. bills take 
aim at sexual assault on campuses,” while Casey Gale, 
senior journalism major, took second for “One step 
closer to strike or solution” and “Striking, or striking a 
deal?” Schulz also won third place in the Biography/
Personality Profile category for “Palestinian journalist 
tries to keep his balance.” 

In the same category, Albano won second for 
“Torres bids farewell to coaching career” and “One 
Giant Leap: Fearless in the face of  cancer, student 
athlete gets back on track.” Albano also won third 
place in Sports Writing with his story, “For assistant 
track coach, a huge finish.” Last month, Albano 
won a Mark of  Excellence Award from Society of  
Professional Journalists for “One Giant Leap.” The 
competition was in Region 1, which includes college 
newspapers in nine Northeastern states.

“It gives me great pleasure to see members of  
The Rider News staff  receive these awards,” said 
Christopher Brooks, executive editor of  The Rider News 
and senior journalism major. “All of  the hard work 
they put in every week deserves to be recognized. 
Each of  these writers plays a large part in making our 
newspaper great each and every week and I’m grateful 
for their work.”

The newspaper’s second blue ribbon came in New 
Jersey for Emily Klingman and Alyssa Naimoli, both 
sophomore journalism majors, who won first place in 
the Feature Writing category for “City Gardens culti-
vated N.J. underground music scene.”

Additionally, opinion editor Samantha Sawh, 
sophomore journalism major, won second place for 
her editorials, “Appreciate culture, don’t appropriate” 
and “Opening our eyes to diverse needs.”

All prize winners, with the exception of  senior 
Gale, will be returning to The Rider News next year. 
Thomas Regan, sophomore journalism major, will 
become next year’s executive editor, and Schulz will 
become managing editor.

News wins state, 
regional prizes
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By Casey Gale

IN 2013, Rider was among many 
higher-education institutions to 
have their financial outlook revised 
from stable to negative by Moody’s 

Investors Service. Now Moody’s latest 
report has raised Rider’s outlook back to 
stable, though it wasn’t all good news. 

In the report, released in October 
2014, Moody’s also downgraded 
Rider’s bond rating to Baa2, the ninth 
highest rating on Moody’s Long-term 
Corporate Obligation Rating. This 
rating reflects long-standing enrollment 
pressure mixed with being a tuition-
dependent university, according to 
Moody’s.

Despite this negative change, Julie 
Karns, vice president for finance and 
treasurer, said the rating downgrade 
has no significant bearing on Rider’s 
financial plans. 

“Changes in the rating do not 
change Rider’s current bond interest 
rates or otherwise affect our outstand-
ing bonds,” she said. “Rider would 
pay a higher interest rate on any future 

bond issues given the change, but 
we don’t have any plans to issue new 
bonds.”

Additionally, Karns noted that Rider 
is not alone in having a lowered bond 
rating.

“Rider was one of  45 colleges and 
universities that were downgraded last 
year of  the 520 that Moody’s rates,” 
said Karns. “Over the last several years, 
more colleges and universities have 
been downgraded than upgraded, and 
the number of  downgrades has risen. 
That’s because the pool of  high school 
graduates is declining nationally, and 
students and families are increasingly 
price sensitive. Slowing revenue and 
rising costs are affecting almost all 
universities.”

Dr. Maury Randall, chairperson of  
the finance and economics department, 
noted that this was a minimal rating 
cut, and that Rider is still in “invest-
ment grade range.” 

Dr. Jeffrey Halpern, contract 
administrator for Rider’s  American 
Association of  University Professors 

(AAUP), agreed that the downgrade 
is not important unless Rider intends 
to borrow great sums of  money 
through bonds. While he noted the 
value in the Moody’s report from an 
investor’s perspective, he said it is not 
so important from an insider’s point of  
view. 

“I understand that if  I had the 
money to be an investor, I might not be 
buying mid-sized, private institutions 
like Rider’s bonds, because the returns 
aren’t that high and there are better 
investments to be had,” said Halpern. 
“[Moody’s] real customer is the bond 
buyer. As folks inside our world, that’s 
not our look.” 

The report suggested that “consis-
tently stronger cash flow, significant 
growth of  liquid balance sheet reserves 
and stabilization in student demand” 
could help the rating rise in the future.

Regarding the stable outlook 
deemed by Moody’s, Karns explained 
that, the positive stable outlook simply 
reflect that Rider is firm in its new 
Baa2 rating category. 

“When we transitioned down to 
the Baa2 category, we had a new peer 
group,” said Karns. “In Baa2, Rider’s 
outlook is stable since we solidly fit 
the characteristics of  schools in that 
category.”

Nonetheless, Karns said that 
the university appreciated Moody’s 
acknowledgement of  Rider’s money 
management efforts.

“At Rider, there is strong teamwork 
and coordination across the divisions in 
financial planning and keeping spend-
ing within budgets,” she said. “The 
goal that guides all our decisions is to 
provide a quality experience for stu-
dents at a cost that they can afford.”

Moody’s also noted that a strength 
of  the university is its diverse selection 
of  programs, like the newly added areas 
of  study in criminal justice, health care 
management and sports management.
    “There are cycles in student interest, 
and diverse options help level out enroll-
ments in a positive way,” said Karns. 

News

By Casey Gale

THE quest to find common ground in the newly 
proposed School of  Liberal Arts and Sciences 
(SLAS) core curriculum continued in a meet-
ing on March 12.  In a forum sponsored by the 

Liberal Arts and Sciences Committee on Academic 
Policy (LASCAP), SLAS faculty gathered to discuss 
results of  a faculty survey that was dispersed following 
the launch of  a draft core. 

Highlights 
of  the survey 
results showed 
that over half  
of  the faculty 
polled felt 
the proposed 
46-48-credit curricu-
lum would be at least somewhat beneficial for Rider 
students. The core focuses on vertical integration to 
integrate core requirements with majors and minors. 
It encourages high-impact activities, such as intern-
ships, and includes a course in oral communication, 
among other things.

Other popular suggestions were the development 
of  a co-curricular transcript and the addition of  a 

global perspectives course, which garnered approval 
from 66 percent of  faculty members polled. But 
more than half  of  those polled showed concern over 
the core history requirement dwindling from two to 
one. That proposal is still under construction and 
the second course will likely be added back into the 
requirements. 

Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate dean of  the College 
of  Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences, and mem-

ber of  the task 
force leading the 
endeavor, said 
he was happy 
that 117 fac-
ulty members 
responded to the 
survey. 

“That tells me that people are paying attention and 
are vested in the process,” he said.  

Should aspects of  the proposal be finalized, Dean 
Patricia Mosto said in the meeting pieces would be 
rolled out slowly in a five-year process. 

Moody’s outlook: Partly sunny, less chance of a storm

Parts of new core win faculty support

so I know the importance of  helping students get 
a start in their careers,” said Jayne O’Connor, the 
co-chair for the event.

The Rebovich Institute’s goal of  aiding scholars 
assisted 2008 Rider graduate, Charles Burton, and 
changed his life. He now works in Trenton as a lob-
byist with government affairs. 

“Since I was involved in internships on cam-
paigns and going to institute events, I have been 
able to network more strategically, and present my 
skill set in the best possible light,” said Burton. 

Burton feels that if  it were not for Rider, he 
would not be as refined in his career today. The 
Rebovich Institute has inspired many past and 
future political leaders, thanks to the strong mission 
built by Rebovich, a former political science profes-
sor who enjoyed high visibility as a political com-
mentator in the media. 

“One does not replace David Rebovich,” said 
Dworkin. “You only try to build on what he built 
and to uphold his values and make a difference in 
the lives of  others as he was able to do.” 

Rebovich
CONT’D FROM P. 1

The Rebovich Gala, hosted at the Green Acres Country Club, gave 
awards to four distinguished recipients. 
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business.rutgers.edu/pamba

Apply Today: business.rutgers.edu/pamba

Rutgers MBA in Professional Accounting
With over 130 alumni connections as partners and principals in the Big Four firms - 
and many more at regional and local CPA firms - Rutgers Business School accounting 
programs are leaders in educating highly sought-after accounting graduates.

Audit Analytics Certificate Option
With 1 additional class, students may earn an audit analytics certificate as an “add on” 
to our MBA in Professional Accounting program.

All Rutgers accounting programs meet the 150-hour requirement for the 
Uniform CPA Exam.

Your competitive advantage is at Rutgers.

> 14-month program

> No previous business or accounting courses required

> No previous work experience required

> Successful placement with attractive salaries

> Application Deadline: May 1st

‘‘That tells me that people are paying attention 
and are vested in the process.” 
 Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate Dean claes
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By Alexis Schulz

A BODY pulled out of  the Passaic River was posi-
tively identified as Rider alumnus David Bird, a 
Wall Street Journal (WSJ) reporter who went miss-
ing on Jan. 11, 2014, according to the Morris 

County Prosecutor and Long Hill Township Police 
Chief.

On March 18, two men canoeing in the Passaic 
River noticed a red jacket near branches along the 
river and notified Bernard’s Township Police. Upon 
arrival, police determined there were human remains, 
and a multi-agency recovery operation ensued. The 
body of  Bird was later found and positively identified 
through dental records by the Morris County Medical 
Examiner’s Office and forensic odontologist. 

The search for Bird started when he disappeared 
after leaving his home in Long Hill Township, headed 
for a long walk. He was 55 years old when he van-
ished, the father of  two teenage children and husband 
of  Nancy Bird. 

In a website his wife founded in an attempt to find 
Bird, she shared her sorrow for her missing husband.

“I can’t describe the heartache I have felt since Jan. 
11,” she said. “The anguish of  not knowing what hap-
pened to him is torturous. It keeps me up at night and 
makes my head spin.”

Bird was a reporter for WSJ/Dow Jones for more 
than 20 years. He is a former reporter for the Fort 
Myers News-Press, The Times of  Trenton, the Lawrence 
Ledger, AP/Dow Jones, McGraw Hill News and Knight-
Ridder. Bird graduated from Rider in 1980 with a 
journalism degree. He grew up in Hamilton Township 
and attended Notre Dame High School. He had 
received a liver transplant from an anonymous donor 
in 2004 and became an advocate for organ and tissue 
donation. 

Barry Seldes, professor emeritus of  political sci-
ence, said he remembers Bird even after he graduated.

“David, who had been my student, happened to be 
in Amsterdam for a few days sometime in the mid-
1980s, when I was living there,” he said. “We spent a 

long summer afternoon walking around and talking 
of, among others, his work for the Asian edition of  
the WSJ. David had matured intellectually beyond 
his years; so too, introspectively. We lost touch after 
that day; I never saw him again. But I read that he 
had disappeared, and now, that he had died. I regret 
not having known him in the years subsequent to that 
summer day so long ago, how he married, had two 
children, a distinguished career at the WSJ, overcame 
physical disease to become robust and healthy, as 
attested to by numerous images on the web. A tragic 
ending for this superb man.”

Fredric M. Knapp, Morris County prosecutor, 
and Michael Mazzeo, Long Hill Township Police 
chief, stated that the investigation into the cause of  
Bird’s death and the manner in which he died is still 
ongoing. 

His family is holding a celebration of  his life on 
March 25 at the Church of  St. Vincent de Paul, 249 
Bebout Ave., Stirling, New Jersey from 4 p.m. to 8 
p.m. Contributions in David’s memory can be made 
to: The Bird Family Trust, P.O. Box 234, Millington, 
New Jersey 07946 or NJ Sharing Network Foundation, 
691 Central Ave., New Providence, New Jersey 07974.

News

The search for David Bird, ’80, a Wall Street Journal reporter who 
went missing on Jan. 11, 2014 concluded on March 18. 

After strenuous search 
lasting 13 months, 
alumnus’ body found

By Thomas Albano

FROM five family deaths early in her bobsled career, 
to her parents’ divorce, to media criticism at the 
2014 Sochi Olympics, Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, has 
had to rise up against many struggles.

Fenlator spoke in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) 
Theater on March 12 as the keynote speaker of  the 
33rd Gender and Sexuality Studies (GSS) Colloquium 
and a sesquicentennial medal recipient about over-
coming these obstacles.

“Why do we feel it’s necessary to classify every 
detail of  everything?” Fenlator asked. “In most cases, 
classification suits well for practical purposes. But, on 
the contrary, classification creates social separation, 
dividing of  communities, hierarchy, a minority versus 
a majority and so on.”

When Fenlator was 5, her parents signed her up 
for dance classes and she proved to be talented, going 
on to audition for The Lion King on Broadway and a 
Spike Lee film, as well as participating in national 
competitions.

But the two-time Rider Athlete of  the Year faced 
discrimination even when she was young, for her 
gender, for being biracial and for having a different, 
muscular build than others her age.

“‘You’re just not the look we’re looking for.’ Or 
‘You’re really talented, if  not one of  the best, but we 
just don’t know if  this is going to work out.’ ‘You’re 
too exotic looking.’ At ages 5 to 10, how does one take 
that in?” Fenlator asked.

In high school, she competed in gymnastics and 
both indoor and outdoor track. Her goal was to get 
academic and athletic scholarships and pursue an 
Olympic career.

Fenlator broke school and county records and was 
one of  the top throwers in the nation. Yet, the now 
29-year-old said when she was recruited by colleges, 
she was told that schools were just filling a quota for 

the number of  minority and female athletes. Fenlator 
harnessed the pain of  being told she “couldn’t” as 
motivation, eventually getting scholarships from Rider.

“What better way to keep pushing forward than 
people saying you’re not good enough?” Fenlator said.

Her dream of  competing in the Olympics came to 
fruition when then-Rider track and field Head Coach 
Robert Pasquariello came to her with an opportunity, 
but as a bobsledder. She arrived at a rookie bobsled 
camp but said she still had to deal with skeptics, who 
doubted a young black woman from New Jersey who 
never competed in the sport could make the transition 
to bobsledding — a sport dominated by white males.

Fenlator made the Olympic team for the 2014 
Winter Games in Sochi, Russia. With five out of  the 
six members considered minorities, the team was 
dubbed “the wolf  pack.”

“A wolf  pack has all these different characters and 
personalities, but together as one they lead each other; 
they stay together and they are fierce competitors,” 
Fenaltor said.

The press at the Olympics “went crazy” and asked 
her and her teammates if  they really had a chance to 
win or just simply make their mark on the sport. She 
admitted the pressure had gotten to her.

“It becomes a lot when you’re trying to flush out 
everything, kind of  being in a bubble to get yourself  
ready to compete, when you have a lot of  people 
bringing up controversial issues that you may not have 
an opinion on, but if  you don’t say anything it also 
makes an opinion for you,” Fenlator said.

The Rider alumna said she fell into a depression 
after the Olympics, wondering to herself  if  her jour-
ney to Sochi was worth it and thinking that her critics 
might be right.

However, she realized she had accomplished her 
dreams despite all the negativity, labels and discrimi-
nation that she faced.

“When I look in the mirror, what is it that I see? 
I’m Jazmine Fenlator,” she said. “I’m just me trying to 
be the best me that I can be, working for a better me 
every day through the barriers life projects at you in a 
moment’s notice. When you look in the mirror, what 
do you see? What are you, who are you, what do you 
want to be? Do you define yourself, or allow the clas-
sifications of  society to do it for you?” 

Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, 2014 Sochi Olympic athlete, speaks with 
students outside the BLC Theater. She was the keynote speaker at the 
Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium on March 10.

Olympic athlete powers through life challenges
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By Gianluca D’Elia

THE 33rd annual Gender and Sexuality Studies 
Colloquium kicked off  with a panel titled 
“Cultural Representations of  Gender.” The 
student presentations examined the influence of  

gender and sexuality on current political issues such as 
gun control, and popular culture media such as video 
games, music, film and literature. 

Presentations and papers by senior history and 
secondary education major Jonathan Murphy, junior 
elementary education and English major Caroline 
Forde, sophomore English major Samantha Traina, 
and senior English and history major Rachel Jensen 
were included in the panel.  

“All four presentations demonstrated how dis-
cussions of  gender and sexuality influence cultural 
debates in ways that we might not realize,” said Dr. 
Mary Morse, director of  the gender and sexuality 
studies program. “Before I heard Jonathan Murphy’s 
paper, for example, I really had not considered how 
both sides of  the gun control debate used gender 
stereotypes.”

Murphy’s presentation, “Guns and Control: 
Gender, Children and Patriotism in the Gun Control 
Debate,” examined how organizations on both sides 
of  the gun control debate use gender roles to influence 
the public’s view on the issue. 

“Many argue that guns are masculine objects that 
allow men to protect their families, while others say 
both women and men can protect themselves with 
guns,” said Murphy. 

Forde’s presentation focused on transgender accep-
tance in Virginia Woolf ’s Orlando, a novel about an 
individual who was born as a male but mysteriously 
changes her biological sex. 

 “Society has never been this aware of  qualities of  
both sexes in all people,” Forde said. “This self-aware-
ness is atypical of  any group, and it is a response that 
could only be possible in a perfect world.” 

For more on this topic, visit theridernews.com

Colloquium sparks 
discussion of sexuality 
in politics, pop culture
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By Johanna Blume and Thomas Regan

BETTERING the link between busi-
ness and higher education creates 
successful paths for both students 
and corporations, according to 

speakers at the event, “Strengthening 
New Jersey’s Future: Advancing the 
Partnership Between Business and 
Higher Education.” 

Rider hosted the event on March 10, 
which began with a speech from key-
note speaker Howard Stoeckel ’67, the 
former chief  executive officer of  Wawa. 

He explained the importance of  
higher education in maintaining an 
evolving company. 

“Partnership relationships challenge 
one another,” he said. “Young people 
have a broad view. They’re not locked 
in; they can see the big idea. You have 
to get out of  your office, serve on the 
board of  academic institutions and be a 
learning leader day in and day out.”

Stoeckel believes his Rider education 
gave him the foundation to become a 
successful leader in the business world. 

“Rider gave me confidence. I was 
not a scholar; I was very average. I 
was given a good skill set, but I prob-
ably didn’t recognize it at the time,” he 
said. It wasn’t until he decided to “seize 
windows of  opportunities” that Rider 
helped develop his confidence and 
apply it to the business world. 

The event also incorporated a panel 
that included Tom Bracken, presi-
dent of  New Jersey State Chamber of  
Commerce; Peter Crowley, president 
of  Princeton Regional Chamber of  
Commerce; Robert Prunetti, president 
of  MIDJersey Chamber of  Commerce, 
and the executive vice president of  
Comcast Corp., David Cohen.

Panelists said that the partner-
ships between higher education and 
business will supply both parties with 
benefits, such as credible educational 

programs and plentiful occupational 
opportunities. 

“New Jersey universities want to 
maintain students. Businesses want 
to hire those students,” said Bracken. 
“The best way is to form research 
opportunities and internships which 
will help the feeding ground for 
future employment. It’s a natural 
progression.”

Prunetti added that it’s not only in 
the universities’ best interest to provide 
programs through partnerships, but 
that higher education plays a role in 
providing for the companies. 

“Being able to supply the labor force 
by having the ability to attract top 
labor force to companies is something 
that companies look at when form-
ing partnerships,” said Prunetti. “The 
university plays a role in economic 
development in business and the busi-
ness grows the university.”

However, New Jersey does not have 
a strong link between higher educa-
tion and its businesses. According to 
Prunetti, it is a problem that, if  fixed, 
can have numerous economic benefits 
for the surrounding areas. 

“Universities need to accept their 

roles in the economic development of  
business and how business grows the 
universities; it improves the quality of  
life in the region,” said Prunetti. “We 
can live comfortably in the community 
in which we work.”

The ultimate goal is a three-way 
mission that will benefit universities, 
businesses and students. 

“Students stay here, become key 
in the work force, then they give back 
to the university they went to,” said 
Bracken.

News

Keynote speaker Howard Stoeckel, ’67, speaks at the event “Strengthening New Jersey’s Future: Advancing the Partnership Between Business and Higher Education” on 
March 10. The event included a panel discussion on the importance of strong ties between businesses and universities. 
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For more information:
www.rider.edu/housing • 609-896-5057

Room Selection Schedule 2013 – 2014Room Selection Schedule 2014Room Selection Schedule 2015-2016

March 1

March 8-10

April 8 & 9

April 13

April 22-24  

$200 room deposit must be  
received by the Cashier’s Office. 
Students who miss this deadline 
will still be housed but may have 
limited residence hall choices.

Greek Room Selection

Premium Room Selection
 
Singles Room Selection

Standard Room Selection

Information Sessions:
February 3, 4, 10-12, 15, 17, 24-26

Greek Information Sessions:
March 2-4

Tabling:
February 21, 22

March 23, 24, 26, 29, 30
April 6, 10, 16, 17 

www.rider.edu

*Locations for Information Sessions and Tabling will be sent via email

Twitter: @RiderUResLife

FB: www.facebook.com/RiderUResLife

Room Selection Schedule 2013 – 2014Room Selection Schedule 2014

For more information:
www.rider.edu/princetonhousing

March 1 

April  8 - 9 

April  22 - 24

$200 room deposit must  
be received by the Cashier’s  
office. Students who miss this  
deadline will still be housed but  
may have limited residence hall choices. 

Premium Room Selection
• Premium Housing options ONLY on Lawrenceville Campus 
• WCC Juniors & Seniors ONLY are eligiable to participate

Standard Room Selection

Information Sessions: 
February 19
February 23

Tabling:
March 27
April 15

Room Selection Schedule 2015-2016

*Locations for Information Sessions and Tabling will be sent via email

Twitter: @RiderUResLife

FB: www.facebook.com/RiderUResLife

Panel: Business leaders should embrace academe — and vice 



I N  C E L E B R AT I O N  O F  W O M E N ’ S  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H

15⁰18652015

r ider 
ALCOHOL/DRUG 

& SEXUAL ASSAULT 
prevent ion program

TICKETS GO ON SALE
March 23 to March 31  

at the Ticket Booth  
on both campuses

Unity + Diversity = University

Office Of 
Multicultural affairs

A P P R O V E D  B Y  C A M P U S  L I F E    |    F U N D E D  B Y :  M S A F  ( M A N D A T O R Y  S T U D E N T  A C T I V I T Y  F E E )

&Monday, March 30   
Tuesday, March 31 

 

BLC Theater at 7 p.m.

All proceeds go to 
WOMANSPACE, 
a nonprofit agency dedicated to  
providing shelter and support to  
families of domestic and sexual  
violence in Mercer County

TICKETS

$1 for Students,  
Faculty & Staff with Rider ID  

$2 for Non-Rider 
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The Vagina Monologues features 36 performers 
and looks to bring awareness to many issues 
women are forced to face.  Shows will be March 
30 and March 31 at 7 p.m. in the BLC theater.
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Performance promises to break taboo
By Emily Klingman

MOST people shy away from dis-
cussing their genital areas, but 
not the leading ladies of  The 
Vagina Monologues.

Susan Stahley, substance abuse and 
sexual assault prevention coordinator, is 
directing this year’s production of  The 
Vagina Monologues, a collection of  tales 
told by 36 participants from Rider, aim-
ing to share women’s stories and spread 
awareness of  the issues they face.

“I think it’s a fun way to bring atten-
tion to a lot of  different issues,” said 
Stahley. “The monologues themselves 
have a range of  different things. Some 
of  it’s funny, but it also tells the stories 
of  women.”

The monologues first came about 
when author Eve Ensler started talking 
with her friends about their vaginas and 
their experiences. As the conversation 
expanded to over 200 women from all 
corners of  the world, she was hearing 
all different stories. She heard about 
people who were raped, who had weird 
experiences, and even somebody who 
went to a vagina workshop to learn 
more about hers. Ensler then started 
asking a series of  questions to the 
women she spoke with, such as, ‘What 
would yours wear?’ ‘What would your 
vagina say?’ ‘What would your vagina 
smell like?’ and out of  those responses 
she compiled what would become The 
Vagina Monologues. 

Stahley describes Ensler’s mono-
logues as having “just taken [everyone] 
by storm.” According to Stahley, just 
in the area around Rider there are five 

performances including ones at The 
College of  New Jersey and Princeton.

“Where I live in Flemington, New 
Jersey, I read in the paper that they’re 
doing a version of  it,” said Stahley.

The performances are strongly con-
nected to a movement Ensler began, 
called V-day. Participants of  the move-
ment are able to perform the mono-
logues for free, starting in February and 
ending in April. 

“You don’t have to pay for the rights 
to do it, but any money you raise has 
to go to a woman’s organization that 
is helping women — and men — in 
domestic violence situations,” Stahley 
said.

The profits from this year’s per-
formance at Rider will benefit 
Womanspace, a local organization that 
runs a 24-hour hotline for domestic 
violence and sexual assault, operates a 
shelter for women and families, helps 
women and men who are dealing with 
sexual harassment and violence. 

“We work closely with them,” 
Stahley said. “They’re going to be 
working with us, with students on our 
campus as needed — we’re working on 
developing that right now — so it just 
seemed natural to donate our proceeds 
to them.”

Stahley hopes Rider students will 
take away a new awareness of  the 
issues that women face by hearing the 
different stories that Ensler collected 
over the years.

“She writes these pieces, and it 
brings it to attention, it brings it to 
the forefront, but it does it in such a 

provocative way that it brings in audi-
ences,” Stahley said.

The pieces Stahley mentioned 
include stories about “a woman who 
had a bad experience, so, therefore, 
never had sex again, and also women 
who have been raped; child abuse; 
there are some facts about genital muti-
lation, about how the clitoris has more 
nerve endings than a penis many, many, 
many more.”

For senior Elissa Fredeen, partici-
pating in the production of  the mono-
logues is important in raising awareness 
and breaking taboos.

“Vaginas are such a significant part 
of  womanhood and yet they are incred-
ibly taboo,” said Fredeen. “Hearing 
multiple perspectives not only increases 
empathy and respect for a woman’s 
body, but it also makes the whole ordeal 
less scary.”

Fredeen believes the messages the 
monologues send can effect change 
everywhere, even in today’s typical 
household.

“Like so many other people out 
there, my father can’t even bring 
himself  to say the name of  the play. 
Instead he says ‘The V Monologues,’” 
said Fredeen. “Ladies do not deserve 
to be self-conscious about their genitals 
because society has given it a less desir-
able connotation, making it difficult to 
talk about.”

Harnessing the passion of  the 
performers like Leeds and Fredeen, 
Stahley believes the performance will 
leave the audience with a feeling of  
empowerment. 

“To feel empowered when you walk 
out of  there, to feel strong and to kind 
of  feel together,” she said. “And it’s not 
just for women. I think anyone [can] 
feel women are powerful and respect 
them.”

Performances will take place March 30 
and March 31 at 7 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke 
Center Theater. 

The Hunting Ground tells the stories of women faced with being 
sexually assaulted. 
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Film tackles tough topic of sexual assault
By Alexis Schulz

THE Hunting Ground, a film uncovering the crisis of  
rape and sexual assault on college campuses, takes 
a stab at institution policies and administrations 
that care more about reputation than the safety 

of  students. 
The film, screened at Rutgers on March 13, offers 

an unfettered glimpse at the impact sexual assault 
has on victims, with first person accounts of  real-life 
crimes. The stories of  survivors, filled with dejection 
and fury, make this film a must-see for all college stu-
dents. It offers a passionate contrast between under-
ground sexual assault activism and sheer injustice 
within higher education. 

Producer Amy Ziering and writer-director Kirby 
Dick expose in-depth narratives of  sexual violence 
from universities such as the University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill and Florida State University. 
These universities were among the 55 named institu-
tions in a report released by the White House in May 
of  2014, which were under investigation for inap-
propriate handling of  sexual assault allegations. The 
tales students give of  the crimes perpetrated at these 
institutions provide a chilling, painful and eerie look 
into the heart of  college counterculture. 

The film opens with a number of  home videos of  
young women eagerly opening college acceptance 
letters. The scenes fade away with new images of  
students dressed in caps and gowns while a male voice, 
one of  a college president or administrator, booms 
out.

“As you learned when your parents dropped you 
off  today,” he says. “What happens in college stays in 
college — most of  the time.”

 The story flows into a menagerie of  victim 
testimony backed with powerful graphic narratives. 
Among the students are Annie E. Clark and Andrea 
Pino. The two became friends, and, eventually, 

partners in activism, after Pino was raped at the 
University of  North Carolina at Chapel Hill and 
reached out to Clark, who had also been raped there. 
The two came together and presented the institution 
with a Title IX violation backed by the Department of  
Education.  

The two women embody a theme of  female 
empowerment as they speak openly about their 

encounters at the university. With misty eyes and 
chilling stories, they spoke of  the tragic injustice 
served to them from campus law enforcement and 
administrators. 

A woman who spoke of  her story from Florida 
State University regarding Jameis Winston, a football 
quarterback who allegedly raped her off  campus, was 
one of  the most profound narratives throughout the 
film. Producers tried to showcase in this instance the 
media’s view of  sexual assault through an ESPN talk 
show clip. ESPN announcers stated that the woman 
accusing Winston of  rape was doing so out of  spite for 
him winning the Heisman trophy. 

Gasps and sheer disdain sounded across the audi-
ence and whispers ran rampant after the ESPN hosts 
stated their opinions on the case. The producers of  the 
film created this shocking portrayal to evoke passion 
and anger from the audience members. The twists and 
turns within the administration and law enforcement 
officers demonstrate the corruption of  Florida State 
University. 

Producer Ziering was present at the screening of  
the film at Rutgers University. She said the film had a 
drastic impact on her entire crew.

“One of  our film editors developed PTSD from 
watching the clips over and over again,” she said. “She 
was embarrassed; she couldn’t sleep and kept crying. 
It really impacted her.”

The film brilliantly examines the factors of  sexual 
assault and how it impacts the lives of  victims. It dem-
onstrates how victims are treated in higher education 
and skillfully challenges the audience to ignore previ-
ous presumptions, persuading them to think of  sexual 
assault as a dreadful crime. The film, both figuratively 
and literally, shows the injustices of  higher education 
and brings about a colorful conversation about injus-
tice versus student advocacy. 
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By Samantha Sawh

AS Rider reopens its doors to students after break, 
the doors of  the art gallery are also opening with 
a new exhibit inside.

The gallery’s most recent exhibit, running 
through April 12, is titled “The Joy of  Ink and Fiber,” 
and is a collection of  works by artist Marie Sturken. 

“It’s a retrospective of  her work,” said Harry Naar, 
director of  the gallery. 

Sturken, whose studio is in Princeton and who has 
lived in the town for many years, is 93 years old and 
still crafting artwork.

“She’s still enthusiastic,” Naar said. “She still cre-
ates strong, powerful and exciting images.”

Sturken started her career as an illustrator and did 
fashion drawings for Wanamaker’s, an early depart-
ment store in Philadelphia. Now, she is a renowned 
papermaker and printmaker, with her pieces gracing 
many locations such as the Museum of  Modern Art 
Library in New York. She also has a current exhibit at 
the New Jersey State Museum.

The Rider Art Gallery displays 29 pieces of  
Sturken’s art, ranging from as early as 1948 to as 
recent as 2013. The exhibit showcases her talents as 
an artist, including handmade paper, lithographs and 
etchings. The name of  this exhibit is a direct reflection 
of  Sturken’s printmaking and papermaking. 

“Her art is unique,” said Hannah Morris, a senior 
arts administration major and an employee with aux-
iliary services at the art gallery. “She’s using materials 
and techniques in ways that create really great texture 
and color. You can see how fashion influenced her art, 
but also how she broke away from that and went for 
bold, intense and vivid artwork.”

Etching, a form of  printmaking, is done as an 
artist uses a metal needle to draw an image on a 
surface, such as wood or metal. The lines then are 

filled with ink and the work is pressed onto paper, 
thus resulting in the desired image. Lithographs are 
images produced on stones, which are then inked. 
Sturken’s handmade paper is produced at Dieu Donné 
Papermill in New York.

The artist’s talk, when Sturken will be present and 
interviewed by Naar, will be held on March 26 at 7 
p.m. This is also an opportunity for students to ask 
Sturken about her art, talents and experiences.

“In terms of  this show, the art spans over 50 years 
of  this artist’s work,” Morris said. “The artwork is 
cool, colorful and sometimes confusing, which is why 
people should attend the artist’s talk and learn more 
about the process of  creating art. It’s quite inspiring 
because there is so much to learn from Sturken’s expe-
rience as an artist that can translate into any young 
professional’s journey.”

“You get to hear what the artist really has to say 
about her work,” Naar said. “We have people from all 
walks of  life coming to the gallery. It’s a really good 
situation to allow students to experience.”

“The Joy of  Ink and Fiber” is a creative, diverse 
walk through the different art methods, as well as a 
journey through the years and life of  one particularly 
talented artist. This exhibit is another step that Rider 
takes toward sharing art and its importance with a 
wide array of  students and visitors. 

“I see the art gallery as a really, really important 
venue for not only bringing art here, but also as an 
important classroom,” Naar said. “I think college is 
a place to experience things, and I think art is really 
important here at Rider because art is so important 
for enriching one’s life.”

Innovation meets art 
in joyful gallery exhibit

Generations, Lithograph, 22” x 34”, 1975.
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Work Clothes Series, Lithograph, 40” x 30”, 1980.Sun-Shower, Handmade Paper, Silk Organza, Yarn, 24” x 24”, 2008.Whirling Stitchery, Paper, Silk Organza, 24” x 24”, 2007.

“My friend and I went to South Carolina for spring break, and 
spent the day on the waterfront in Savannah.”

-Jaclyn Jacobs, senior elementary education major
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“I went on my first cruise to the Bahamas and cheated on my 

boyfriend, sharing my first kiss with Pidgeon, the dolphin, on a 

private beach near Nassau.”

-Taffy Le, senior human resource management and 

management & leadership major
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“My two best friends and I went to Disney World, and we 
went to all of the parks and went on all the rides. We enjoyed 
the 90-degree weather the whole trip. We got treated like 
princesses from everyone, which was amazing. It was a magi-
cal trip.”

-Cali Brantner, sophomore early education and art major

“My two friends and I were lucky enough to go to Orlando, Florida for spring break. 

In between Disney and Universal Studios, we found time to water ski for our first time. As you can 

see it didn’t go so well, but by the end of the day, we had fun. On that same lake we searched for 

alligators, before water skiing. Scary? No — just have to leave them alone during the day and they 

won’t bother you.” -Peter Mayer, senior communication studies major
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“Over spring break I went to Disney World for six days with my 
friend. We went to all of the parks multiple times, rode almost 
every ride and met over 20 characters.”

-Lucia White, junior digital media major

“I went on a trip with my sister, Vivian, who is a sophomore accounting and finance major, to France and Switzerland with the Global Supply Chain International Study tour with Dr. Denbo and Dr. Eder. We visited five cities in France and Geneva, Switizerland.”-Lloyd Vliet, senior entrepreneurial and marking major
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“I spent my spring break in San Francisco visiting some friends that 

I met while I was abroad in Paris last spring. I took a day trip to Napa 

Valley for a wine-tasting tour and also took a self bike tour around the 

city of San Francisco. The green mountains and view of the bay were 

truly something out of a movie.”
-Kara Schwartz, senior marketing major

“I went to the Jersey Shore for the first time and froze my butt off and got 
my friends lost for a couple hours. Also, I went to NYC and took a Master 
class at Steps on Broadway.”

-Ashten Banister, senior musical theater major

Students follow their wanderlust for adventurous and magical spring break trips
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MORE than 1 million people in 
the United States are diag-
nosed with some form of  
cancer every year, according 

to the American Cancer Society. Almost 
every person in the country is affected 
by the disease in one way or another — 
whether through his or her own battle 
or a loved one’s. The American Cancer 
Society, through research and fundrais-
ing events, such as Relay for Life, are 
aiming for a world without cancer.

While Relay for Life is such a tre-
mendous cause, I never felt like it was 
something that interested me. Walk-
ing around Rider’s indoor track in the 
Student Recreation Center just does 
not sound appealing — I didn’t get 
the meaning behind why that’s done. 
But after last month, I’ve come to gain 
more of  an appreciation for the event.

I’ve personally known people who 
were cancer survivors, but I had been 
fortunate enough to not be affected as a 

result of  losing someone close — until 
recently. On Sunday Feb. 22, 2015, 
I lost an aunt to cancer. She had just 
turned 59 this past December, and her 
battle with cancer lasted almost 10 
years. With as long of  a battle as she 
had against the disease, it put me at 
a little bit of  ease to know she didn’t 
leave this world without a valiant fight.

But her passing left me far from un-
affected. I knew my aunt had been sick 
for a while, but I truly did not know just 
how sick she was until I saw her around 
New Year’s. It was the first time I had 
seen her in what felt like a long time, as 
we would normally interact over Face-
book since I was at Rider most of  the 
year. So while I was starting to under-
stand maybe I didn’t have much time 
left with her, I didn’t know just exactly 
how little time I had.

Through it all, however, I had to 
stay strong for my family, especially my 
cousins and mom. 

➠ SEE RELAY
PAGE 11
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Giving meaning 
to Relay for Life
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Film reigniting 
sex assault dialog
RED tape, fine lines and the 

protection of  criminals are the 
keys to maintaining a college’s 
reputation in the face of  sexual 

assault allegations, according to a 
new documentary.

The Hunting Ground brings to the 
screen shocking victim accounts of  
sexual assault allegations from stu-
dents of  prestigious colleges. Their 
stories relate to university policies 
geared more toward maintaining the 
institution’s reputation than support-
ing victims. Is this film the answer to 
jump-starting sexual assault dialogue 
in higher education? 

It comes in the wake of  a turn-
ing tide in the national perception 
of  college sexual assault fueled by 
the Obama administration. In May 
2014, the White House Task Force 
released the names of  55 higher 
education institutions that are under 
investigation for possible violations 
over mishandling sexual assault and 
harassment complaints. 

Among the institutions are 
Florida State University and the 
University of  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, which are featured 
in the film. These two schools are 
depicted by contrasting student 
activism with sheer administrative 
negligence when student victims 
filed Title IX lawsuits. 

The administrative oversight for 
sexual assault allegations is a main 
issue throughout the film. The low 
number of  expulsions of  sexual 
criminals from certain institutions 
showcases this laxity. Prestigious 
colleges with more than 100 sexual 
assault convictions had fewer than 
10 expulsions, according to the film. 

There is a disagreement among 
colleges as to suitable action in the 
face of  bad behavior. The racial 
song that went viral from frater-
nity brothers at the University of  
Oklahoma is a prime example of  a 
double standard. Why is it unaccept-
able, in the eyes of  one administra-
tion, to sing a racially provoking 
song, but it is acceptable on other 
campuses to allow sexual criminals 
to walk without prosecution? 

The film says that the reason is 
student recruitment. According to 
the White House, as many as one in 
five women will be sexually assaulted 
during college. If  a letter were sent 
home to a prospective student’s fam-
ily stating that one in five students 
could be shot, not one family would 
send a child to that institution. 
Colleges continue to sweep sexual 
assault allegations under the rug to 
protect institutional appeal. 

Many institutions blame their 
negligence on false reporting. 
Administrators in the film stated that 
most of  the reports of  sexual assault 
that are given to campus authorities 
are false. The film reveals, how-
ever, that sexual assault reporting is 
within the same percentages as all 
other false reporting crime statistics. 
But headlines dwell more on a false 

sexual crime accusation than a false 
burglary claim. 

As more allegations surface and 
administrators continue to turn a 
blind eye, The Hunting Ground depicts 
the harsh realties faced by sexual 
assault victims. Real college women 
who became statistics reach out to 
both students and administrators 
through factual portrayals of  their 
stories.  

One of  the first colleges in 
the country to show this film was 
Rutgers University, a leader in trying 
to prevent sexual assault on campus. 

Rider has made strides through 
sexual assault education programs 
and strict alcohol policies lead-
ing to lower crime rates than most 
institutions. However, hosting a 
screening of  this film may do more 
to enlighten both students and 
administrators. Every college student 
should arrive on Rider’s door-
step with a feeling of  security and 
self-awareness. 

This film can help potential 
victims and perpetrators think twice 
about their behavior. As this film 
searches into the crevices to under-
stand where campus authorities 
go wrong, it also has the potential 
to impact administrators. Overall, 
the discussion of  sexual assault on 
Rider’s campus would be heightened 
and more action would be taken, on 
both the reporting of  and prevention 
of  sex crimes. 

The film’s producer, Amy Ziering, 
was present at the Rutgers screening 
and said she hopes it will have an 
effect.

 “I would like to see this film have 
a positive impact in lowering the 
national numbers,” she said.

While making the documentary, 
Ziering said, one of  the most dif-
ficult things was getting administra-
tors to talk with them about sexual 
assault.

“I had three conversations with 
presidents off  the record who would 
not go on the record,” she said. 
“They would say, ‘I just don’t want 
any association with this issue even 
though personally I care about it.’”

Rider’s attempts to spark a discus-
sion of  sexual assault has not caught 
fire. Allowing this film to be shown 
on campus, with administrators 
present, could be a means of  restart-
ing the conversation. Rutgers is to 
be commended for working with 
the White House and New Jersey 
legislature on this issue. Rider should 
follow suit.

 The Hunting Ground speaks about 
sexual assault when college authori-
ties elsewhere struggle to relate this 
information to students. The film 
effectively started up the conversa-
tion on the Rutgers campus. It can 
do the same for Rider.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

News Editor, Alexis Schulz. 
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cousins and mom. Once I got back to 
school, I had to find a way to be strong 
again. Normally I never miss class 
because I’m so academically focused, 
so I was swarming in a ton of  work, 
including midterms. Being so over-
whelmed, it felt like I had no helping 
hand. There were points during the day 
where I would just sit and wonder why 
my aunt had to be taken from me so 
unexpectedly.

At that point I could have given up 

and stopped caring about everything, 
but I know my aunt would not want 
me to go down that path. My aunt was 
a fighter and went through life always 
smiling and making sure her loved ones 
were happy, and that’s the person I am. 
More importantly, that’s who those who 
battle cancer are — fighters.

Rider’s Relay for Life is Saturday, 
March 28. According to its Facebook 
page, approximately 600 people have 
signed up for 63 teams and $23,000 
has been raised as of  March 21. I had 
the honor of  helping out one of  these 
teams, the 107.7 The Bronc radio sta-
tion, with its annual Launch-a-Bronc 

fundraising promotion at a couple 
of  the men’s and women’s basketball 
games this season. All members of  the 
station participate in at least two games 
in the season, with all money going 
to the American Cancer Society and 
Relay for Life. This season, the station 
raised over $2,000.

Relay for Life honors all those bat-
tling cancer, those who defeated it and 
those who fought it bravely to the end. 
No matter the result, these fighters are 
all warriors for living their lives to the 
fullest while battling cancer. That’s why 
these walks are done: for remembrance, 
for strength, for the fighters.

Stuart Scott, the longtime ESPN 
anchor who lost his battle back in Janu-
ary, gave a memorable speech about his 
fight with the disease — winning him 
the Jim Valvano Award for Persever-
ance at the 2014 ESPY Awards. 

“When you die, it does not mean 
that you lost to cancer,” Scott said in 
his speech. “You beat cancer by how 
you live, why you live and the manner 
in which you live. So live. Live! Fight 
like hell. And when you get too tired to 
fight, lay down and rest and let some-
one fight for you.”

-Thomas Albano
Junior journalism major

Relay
CONT’D FROM P. 10

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Tired of snow? Not so the tree roots or mice
WITH this past winter being so snowy and 

frigid throughout New Jersey and much of  
the Northeast, it was interesting to notice 
the number of  people who became grouchy 

with the forecast of  snow. The thought of  a snow day 
was great as a child, as it meant waking up to see the 
ground covered in a blanket of  white, sledding or mak-
ing snowmen for hours, and coming inside for a cup 
of  hot chocolate. As adults, we are burdened with the 
not-so-fun parts of  the snowstorms, such as shoveling 
out half-buried cars, scraping ice off windshields, and 
worrying about dangerous road conditions. It is impor-
tant for everyone to stop and remember the bright side 
of  snow, including environmental impacts. 

There are many ways snowfall can positively 
impact the environment. One of  the biggest impacts 
begins with the composition of  snow. Snow is a natu-
ral insulator, and during periods of  extreme cold, the 
ground will actually be significantly warmer if  there 

is a layer of  snow on top. 
A blanket of  snow protects the ground from freez-

ing, preventing damage to tree roots and keeping 
plants from dying of  thirst. This gives plant life a 
jump-start for the spring. The layer of  insulation also 
provides a protective environment for small ani-
mals, such as mice, rabbits and birds that need to be 
shielded from harsh winds. 

Another environmental benefit of  snow is when 
it begins to melt. Farmers depend on snow in the 
winter because, as it melts, it is absorbed by the soil 
and helps provide the right amount of  ground mois-
ture for planting in the spring. Heavy snowfall can 
also recharge rivers, lakes and wetlands as it melts. 
This can improve natural habitats that provide life to 
plants and animals.

Best of  all, cold temperatures decrease the survival 
rates of  invasive insects. If  you are not a fan of  
disease-carrying mosquitoes, then be thankful that 

the larvae hiding out in New Jersey did not survive 
the harsh temperatures and sub-zero wind chills we 
have been experiencing. The same goes for the gypsy 
moth, a destructive leaf-eater, and the emerald ash 
borer, an insect that has devastated forests by feeding 
on tree bark. Thanks to the cold winter, we will be 
seeing fewer of  these meddling insects during spring 
and summer. Hopefully, this will give plants and trees 
an opportunity to thrive this year instead of  being 
damaged by unwelcome guests. 

It is fascinating to reflect on how this seemingly 
desolate winter actually has provided hope for a 
greener spring. While I hope that I won’t be seeing 
another snowflake this year, I will be sure to remem-
ber the snow when the flowers start blooming on 
campus. 

-Kelsey Lewis
Westminster Eco-Rep

I N T E N S I V E  P R O G R A M  F O R  N O N - B U S I N E S S  M A J O R S

KNOWLEDGE • SKILLS • PERSPECTIVES

Questions? Contact George Hefelle at BI@tcnj.edu or 609.771.2540
businessinstitute.tcnj.edu

BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK’S #1 UNDERGRADUATE 
BUSINESS SCHOOL IN NEW JERSEY

Earn eight credits while you learn
 from TCNJ School of Business Faculty 

TCNJ Business Institute
Summer 2015
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SPRING CAREER FAIR
Presented by the Rider University Office of Career Services

Thursday, March 26, 2015
11 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Student Recreation Center (SRC)
Dress professionally • Bring plenty of resumés

Resume Blitz . . .  
Get Ready for the Spring Career Fair

Monday, March 23, 2015
Tuesday, March 24, 2015

Wednesday, March 25, 2015
9 to 11:30 a.m. & 1 to 4 p.m.

Business Majors . . . Go to Sweigart 214 & 378 • All Other Majors . . . Go to BLC 237

Let the Rider University 
Office of Career Services Staff  

Critique Your Resume on the Spot!

To see the list of employees attending,
log onto the Broncs Career Link.

Students in all majors welcome . . .

Questions? Call the Office of Career Services
www.rider.edu/careerservices • 609-896-5000 ext. 5058

15⁰18652015

ROOM 

LOCATION 

CHANGE



13  Month 00, 2012

Sports
The Rider News    March 25, 2015

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Late comeback stalls in 62-54 defeat
By Thomas Albano

THE women’s basketball team’s 
season concluded when it lost 
62-54 to St. Peter’s on March 5 
in the opening round of  the 2015 

MAAC Tournament in Albany, New 
York.

While she felt her team was ready 
for the tournament after preparing all 
season, Head Coach Lynn Milligan 
said Rider (11-20, 8-12 MAAC) could 
not get the baskets when it mattered.

 “We really struggled on offense,” 
Milligan said. “We got good looks at 
the basket and just couldn’t convert. It 
was a disappointing end to the season.”

The game between the seventh-
seeded Broncs and 10th-seeded 
Peacocks (5-26, 4-16 MAAC) was quiet 
for the first three and a half  minutes. 
The only points scored by then were 
a field goal from freshman guard 
Samantha Meier for St. Peter’s and a 
free throw by Rider sophomore guard 
Robin Perkins.

The Broncs then fell behind 11-3 
but managed to pull within 3 with 
12:17 to go. Then, with 3:45 remain-
ing, Rider was down by 7 but rallied for 
an 8-2 run with help from senior guard 
Emily Fazzini and sophomore center 
Julia Duggan, ending the half  down by 
only 1.

The first four minutes of  the second 
half  saw the Broncs tie the game twice 
and both teams each take over the 

lead three times. After a 3-pointer by 
freshman guard Alyssa Velles to give 
St. Peter’s the lead again, Rider could 
not battle back. The Peacocks went on 
a 12-4 run to go ahead 43-35 with 10 
minutes left in the half. Five minutes 
later, the Broncs cut the lead to 53-49 
with 2:36 left.

Rider, however, was unable to close 
the gap. With a minute to go, the team 
was forced to foul St. Peter’s players, 
who went 9 for 10 in all their foul shots 
taken within the last minute of  the 
game. The Peacocks won 62-54, elimi-
nating Rider from the tournament.

Two Broncs achieved double-dou-
bles in the game: Duggan and senior 
forward Marritta Gillcrease. Duggan 
scored 15 points and had 16 rebounds, 
while Gillcrease added 11 points and 
grabbed 12 boards. Fazzini also had 15 
points in the game.

Fazzini, who has dealt with injury 
after injury, felt she personally had a 
good showing to end her Bronc career.

“I was really proud of  my perfor-
mance this year on the court and didn’t 
expect my body to respond as well as 
it did, especially because this was my 
second ankle surgery in the past three 
years,” Fazzini said. “I was happy I 
got to end my career with a successful 
season personally, but disappointed we 
couldn’t end the season on a higher 
note collectively.”

St. Peter’s lost in the quarterfinals 

to the second seed, Marist. The finals 
of  the tournament saw top-seeded 
Quinnipiac defeat Marist to end the 
Red Foxes’ nine consecutive champion-
ship run and cap off  a season that saw 
them go undefeated in MAAC play.

 In addition to Gillcrease and 
Fazzini, Rider will lose guards 
Kornelija Valiuskyte and Lashay Banks 
to graduation. Milligan, however, is 
confident the new veterans will transi-
tion into great leaders and help the new 
incoming players.

“Julia Duggan, Robin Perkins and 
[junior guard] Manon Pellet all started 
a good part of  the season, and we 

are looking for their roles to grow,” 
Milligan said. “I am looking forward to 
all of  our returning players to continue 
to develop. We will have some great 
new pieces to mix in as well.”

The departing Fazzini offered 
several pieces of  advice to next year’s 
squad.

“If  I could give any advice to the 
girls for next year it would be to work 
harder in the offseason, respect one 
another and develop good chemistry,” 
Fazzini said. “Chemistry can make or 
break teams, and those that are most 
successful have the best chemistry on 
the court.”

505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

From the classroom
to the corner office.

Learn more at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270 

Dr. Kathryn Yeaton, Associate Professor of Accounting, and her class engaged in student presentations.

Ranked by U.S. News 
& World Report as one 
of the Best Regional 
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“Best in the 
Northeast”
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vibrant community and 
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Sophomore center Julia Duggan had a double-double on March 5 against St. Peter’s.
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Sensi soars despite team’s struggles
By Carlos Toro

THE Broncs played seven games in 
four days at the Liberty Classic 
in Lynchburg, Virginia, going a 
combined 1-6 against Princeton, 

Toledo, Liberty, North Carolina Central, 
Kent State, and Saint Francis.

Junior first baseman Dana Sensi led 
the Broncs’ offense in the tournament 
with five home runs. She is currently 
second in the MAAC in home runs 
with six and RBIs with 16. 

Sophomore starting pitcher Delany 
DeMello, who won MAAC Pitcher of  
the Week for the week of  March 9-15, 
thinks that despite the losses, the team 
can improve from them.

“The team definitely learned a lot,” 
DeMello said. “Some of  the games 
didn’t look that close, but it came down 
to the little things that the competition 
did that we didn’t. We learned that we 
need to play as a team.”

After losing the first three games 
to Princeton, Liberty, and Toledo, 
the Broncs were in the middle of  a 
five-game losing streak and faced off  
against North Carolina Central (12-12) 
on March 20. 

The Lady Eagles scored in the bot-
tom of  the first thanks to a throwing 
error by freshman right fielder Monica 
Clark. 

Rider (5-12) tied the game in the 
top of  the third when senior outfielder 
Amanda Irving reached on an error 
and scored on another error.

Irving bunted to reach first base in 

the top of  the fifth and Sensi homered 
to right field to give her career hit 
number 101 and the Broncs a 3-1 lead. 
Sensi felt accomplished to have gotten 
over 100 hits as a Bronc.

“Getting my 100th hit felt good, 
and I was happy to contribute to the 
win,” Sensi said. “With the win, Delany 
Demello pitched an outstanding game 
and our bats collectively came alive.”

The Broncs’ bats did their job, 
especially in the seventh inning. Sensi 
opened it with a home run — the 

beginning of  an eight run explosion 
that sealed the game in Rider’s favor.

Demello had another strong outing, 
as she allowed six hits and no earned 
runs in seven innings pitched.

The Broncs lost to Kent State 13-0 
and to Saint Francis 4-1 on March 21. 
Rider had one more chance to salvage 
the tournament with two wins as they 
faced the Lady Eagles again on March 
22.

North Carolina Central scored in 
the second and third innings to give 

them an early 2-0 lead. Sensi had 
another home run, her sixth in the year, 
to start the bottom of  the third inning 
to cut the deficit in half.

The Lady Eagles scored again in 
the fourth when their junior outfielder 
Markell Wylie hit a sacrifice fly to push 
the lead back to two runs.

Rider senior shortstop Gina McCool 
and DeMello each had an RBI at the 
bottom of  the inning to tie the game up 
at three. Both teams would score again 
in the fifth inning.

Sophomore first baseman Brianna 
Hampton hit a single to break the tie 
in the final inning. Rider had another 
chance to win, but a strikeout and 
double play ended the game.

Rider’s home opener is sched-
uled for March 25, when Rider hosts 
Fairleigh Dickinson (3-8) in a non-con-
ference doubleheader. They then face 
off  against Monmouth (3-11) to open 
conference play on March 28 at home. 

Sensi and the team are excited for 
the games this week, but also have the 
chance to surpass last year’s win total, 
a testament to the improvement of  the 
team.

“Most of  last year’s team has 
returned and matured with experi-
ence and skill while also adding new 
team members who will have a posi-
tive impact on our season this year,” 
Sensi said. “We have been playing very 
good teams this past week and we are 
very excited to start conference play on 
Saturday.”
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Junior first baseman Dana Sensi hit her sixth home run of the season on March 22.

SUMMER 
SESSIONS ‘15

REGISTRATION OPEN NOW!
WWW.RIDER.EDU/SUMMER

THIS SUMMER, ACCELERATE OR CATCH-UP WITH YOUR STUDIES

609-896-5033
SUMMER@RIDER.EDU

WHAT: 3 and 6 week Summer Sessions
WHEN: Session 1 - May 18 and Session 2 - July 6

HOW: Day, Evening, On Campus, and Online
WHY: Accelerate or catch-up with your studies

Live on campus for as little as $295 per semester
Tuition just $620 per undergraduate credit
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Road trouble: Broncs lose six games
By Brandon Scalea 

THE baseball team faced a tough stretch last 
week, with a road trip to Delaware, Ohio and 
Philadelphia.

Rider (4-11) traveled to take on the University 
of  Delaware, Kent State, Ohio State and Lehigh.

In a doubleheader against Delaware (9-6, 2-1 
CAA), the Broncs battled hard but dropped both 
games, 9-8 and 8-6 respectively. Junior outfielder 
James Locklear had three hits on the day and batted in 
4 runs, including Rider’s only hit in the second game. 

The first game ended in heartbreaking fashion for 
Rider, as they took an 8-8 tie into the bottom of  the 
ninth inning. With two outs, an unearned run ended 
the game in walk-off  fashion for the Blue Hens. 

Though the Broncs would ultimately fall, they had 
to put together a nice rally to even give themselves a 
chance. Trailing 7-4 in the 8th inning, 4 runs on four 
hits and three Delaware errors gave the Broncs an 8-7 
lead. 

Senior pitcher Kurt Sowa pitched 5 1/3 innings, 
allowing 6 earned runs in the no-decision. 

In the second game, which was shortened because 
of  rain, the Broncs used another inning-long rally to 

get back in it. In the fourth inning, Rider scored 5 
runs on four walks, a hit-batter, and a two-run single 
by Locklear. 

However, the 7-0 hole created by Delaware on 
a pair of  early solo home runs and a five-run third 
inning was too deep for the Broncs to climb out of. 

In the first of  a three-game set against Kent State 
(9-9, 1-2 MAC), Rider scored 5 runs in the final three 
innings, but it wasn’t nearly enough, as they fell 13-5. 

Freshman Jake Bender contributed with an RBI 
double and sophomore Lee Lipinski added an RBI 
single in the Broncs’ late rally. 

Senior pitcher Zach Mawson pitched 5 innings 
and struck out five, allowing four earned runs. 
Unfortunately, his bullpen didn’t keep the game close, 
allowing a total of  7 runs in just three innings. 

In the second game, the Broncs took Kent State to 
12 innings, where they pulled off  a 3-1 win, their only 
victory of  the road trip. 

In the top half  of  the 12th, Lipinski came through 
with a two-run home run to put the Broncs up for 
good. 

Senior pitcher David Hafer picked up the win, 
going three innings in relief, striking out five, and 

allowing no runs. 
Hafer believes that although it is nice to record the 

win, he is just an extension of  how his defense plays. 
“I just try to keep the score where it is and let the guys 
behind me make plays,” he said. “Our defensive game 
has been solid through this early part of  the season 
which has kept us in these games. We just need to 
continue to improve in every aspect of  the game and 
we’ll be where we need to be.”

Senior relief  pitcher Eric Thomas pitched a perfect 
12th inning and picked up the seventh save of  his 
career. 

In the rubber match of  the series, the Broncs 
struggled at the plate and fell 8-5. Rider struck out 13 
times. 

Senior third baseman Nick Richter reached base 
four times, however, on two hits and two walks. Last 
year’s Division I leader in stolen bases would add a 
steal and a run scored. 

Freshman pitcher Nick Margevicius made his third 
career start and did everything he could to keep Rider 
in the ballgame. He went five innings and struck out 
four, while walking one batter. 

The offensive woes would continue for the Broncs 
against Big Ten powerhouse Ohio State (14-6, 2-1 
Big 10). In the first game, the Broncs matched the 
Buckeyes in hits, but fell 6-2. 

Senior Mike Parsons contributed to two of  Rider’s 
six hits, including his third double of  the season. 

Hafer made another relief  appearance, going 
four innings without an earned run. His ERA on the 
season is still 0.00. Unfortunately, four errors were 
committed by the Broncs, which hurt them.

In the second meeting, the Broncs would score 
2 runs in the first inning on RBI singles by Justin 
Thomas and Greg Fazio, but slumped for the remain-
der of  the game. The Buckeyes took advantage of  the 
Broncs’ lack of  offense and won easily, 7-2. Freshman 
Paul Sparano started the game, and went five innings.

On Tuesday, the Broncs traveled to Philadelphia for 
a meeting with Lehigh (3-13). After allowing 4 runs in 
the first inning, Rider scored 8 in the final three for a 
9-4 win.

Already leading 5-4 in the top of  the ninth, the 
Broncs added 4 insurance runs on four hits and a 
Lehigh error. Richter drove in two with a double, and 
freshman infielder Jake Bender came through with a 
two-run single.

Senior Mike Parsons scored three times, including 
the 100th run of  his career. 

Senior pitcher Kurt Sowa picked up the win, going 
seven strong innings while striking out seven. The 
right-hander is 19-11 for his career, the tenth highest 
win total in Rider history. 

The Broncs will travel to Rutgers on March 25 
before they open conference play with a three game 
series at Siena.

With games against MAAC teams about to start 
up, Sowa believes his team is working hard to be at the 
top half  of  the league.

“We just show up to practice each day and work 
hard,” Sowa said. “Everyone is staying positive. We 
know good things are about to come for our team.”

Classes start May 26, June 15, & July 6 • Register early for best class selection!
bucks.edu/summer • 215.968.8000

Bucks
Newtown • Bristol • Perkasie • Online

County Community College

15057

➜ Explore hundreds of classes at bucks.edu/summer
➜ Browse courses, dates, times, schedules
➜ Select your classes and register online

Find them here bucks.edu/summer

Prefer to register in person?  
Visit bucks.edu/register for dates and times

Smart Students
TAKE SUMMER COURSES
Verŷ

business.rutgers.edu/finmaccy

Rutgers Master of Accountancy in 
Financial Accounting

On-campus & Online Program

Earn your Masters in Financial Accounting in 12 months for less than $25K.*
The program requires 30 credits, 15 are earned during the summer session, when students are 
enrolled on campus on a full-time basis. The remaining 15 credits are electives taken on a part-
time basis online in the Fall and Spring semesters. The program provides flexibility for students 
and firms. Accounting graduates admitted into the program in the summer can complete 50% 
of the degree requirement prior to joining a firm.
*The Board of Governors reviews the tuition and fees on an annual basis and sets new tuition and fee 
rates at its July board meeting.

Online Audit Analytics Certificate
As an alternative to the masters program, non-matriculated students may complete four online 
courses to receive a certificate in Audit Analytics.  The certificate program consists of courses in 
advanced topics such as Audit Analytics and Information Risk Management.

Visit: business.rutgers.edu/finmaccy

Email: admit@business.rutgers.edu

Telephone: 848-445-9229

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y

David Hafer picked up a win on March 14 against Kent State. He 
pitched three innings and had five strikeouts in the game.
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Inside today: 
Baseball goes 2-6 
on the road
Page 15Sports

W R E S T L I N G

Rookie surges to All-American finish

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Seventh-seeded St. Peter’s trumps Rider at MAACs
By Thomas Albano

AFTER the men’s basketball team’s 
season was ended in upset fashion 
at the MAAC Tournament, their 
season was given a rebirth with a 

bid to a postseason tournament — only 
to end after the first game.

Rider (21-12, 15-5 MAAC) ended 
its 2014-15 campaign with two losses 
—a 68-59 loss to St. Peter’s on March 
7 at the MAAC Tournament in Albany, 
New York, and a first-round loss in the 
College Basketball Invitational (CBI) 
Tournament in Chicago to Loyola 
Chicago.

Junior guard Khalil Alford felt the 
team could have advanced further, pos-
sibly moving on to the 68-team NCAA 
Tournament.

“It was definitely difficult,” Alford 
said. “That was our mindset the whole 
season — to win the [MAAC] cham-
pionship — and we came up short. We 
thought this was the year we could have 
won it.”

Coming into the MAAC 
Tournament as the second seed, and 
earning a bye to the quarterfinals, but 
playing without injured senior cen-
ter Matt Lopez, the Broncs opened 
the game with a layup by sophomore 
forward Khalil Thomas. The seventh-
seeded Peacocks (16-18, 8-12 MAAC) 
answered with a 3-pointer and did not 

look back, not relinquishing the lead to 
Rider at any time during the matchup.

That shot from beyond the arc was 
the start of  a 9-0 run for St. Peter’s in 
the first five minutes after the initial 
Rider basket. The Peacocks then not 
only answered any basket the Broncs 
made, but also took advantage of  
turnovers. In fact, St. Peter’s scored 
11 of  their first half  points off  Rider 
turnovers. The first half  ended with the 
Broncs trailing 34-20.

Rider attempted a comeback to start 
the second half, going on a 12-1 run 
for the first four minutes, lowering their 
deficit to 3. That was as close as the 
team would get, however. The Peacocks 
spent the next six minutes of  the half  
getting their lead back up to 12, suc-
cessfully answering any basket Rider 
made. 

Free throw trouble also reared its 
head again for the Broncs, with the 
team going only 13 for 22 from the 
charity stripe in the game. St. Peter’s, 
on the other hand, went 30 for 39 from 
the free throw line, including two off  
a technical foul on Head Coach Kevin 
Baggett. Rider lost the game 68-59, to 
end hopes of  a first MAAC title.

Third-seeded Manhattan went on 
to defeat the top seed, Iona, for the 
second year in a row in the MAAC 
Championship game.

Despite being eliminated in the 
MAAC quarterfinals for the fourth 
year in a row, the Broncs were selected 
to participate in the 16-team CBI 
Tournament, and traveled to Chicago 
to take on their first round opponent — 
Loyola Chicago (20-13, 8-10 MVC).

The game started as a back-and-
forth struggle, with five ties and five 
lead changes in the first half  alone. 
The half  ended with Rider out in front 
36-31.

The Broncs attempted to hold on 
to their lead at the second half ’s start, 
leading by 9 on two occasions during 
the first four minutes — their larg-
est lead — but the Ramblers started 
to slowly come back. Loyola Chicago 
managed to tie the game with 2:30 left 
to play, and then made another basket 
to take the lead. 

The Broncs tied the game again on 
a jump shot from junior guard Teddy 
Okereafor, but could not capitalize on 
any opportunities in the last minute of  
play. Okereafor went only 1 for 4 in 
free throw attempts during that minute 
and junior guard Zedric Sadler, who 
co-won the MAAC Sixth Man of  the 
Year Award, missed a potential buzzer 
beating 3-pointer to seal the game in 
the Ramblers’ favor, 62-59.

“If  Zedric had made it, I think 
we would have won because we’re 

undefeated in overtime,” Thomas said. 
“We’re pretty hard to beat in overtime.”

Injuries gave the team struggles dur-
ing the season. Senior forward Junior 
Fortunat was hurt at the beginning of  
the season and Lopez’s season ended on 
Feb. 19 because of  a torn ACL. Alford 
believed this affected the team and cost 
them more potential success.

“Most of  the team was banged up,” 
Alford said. “We’ve been playing hurt 
all season and it played a major part in 
our performance.”

However, this season was arguably 
the most successful in years. The team’s 
15 conference victories were the most 
since entering the MAAC, and the 
21 overall victories ties a wins record 
set in 2008. In addition, Baggett was 
named MAAC Coach of  the Year and 
was named a finalist for the Ben Jobe 
Award, an award presented to the top 
minority coach in the NCAA at the 
Division I level.

With next season being Alford’s 
senior year, he feels he’s ready to step 
up and lead the team to the next level.

“I’ve been waiting for this moment,” 
Alford said. “I have a big role on the 
team. [My college career] has gone by 
fast.”

By Thomas Regan

THE wrestling team’s 149-pound 
freshman B.J. Clagon finished 
in fifth place at the NCAA 
Championship in St. Louis on 

March 19-21, becoming Rider’s first 
freshman All-American and 14th All-
American in team history.

The fifth-place finish came after 
Clagon took first-place at the EWL 
Championships, downing the No. 
1-ranked 149-pound wrestler in the 
nation, Edinboro’s Dave Habat.  

Entering the Nationals, Clagon was 
the 15th-seeded wrestler but defeated 
three higher-seeded wrestlers, includ-
ing the fifth seed, Cornell’s Chris 
Villalonga, to secure his fifth-place 
position. The defending national cham-
pion, Jason Tsirtsis of  Northwestern, 
proved to be the roadblock to the 
rookie, as his only two matches lost 
were to Tsirtsis. 

As a four-time National High 
School Coaches Association National 
Champion with 155 career victories to 
only six losses, Clagon knew his first 
taste of  the NCAAs would be unlike his 
high school experience.

“I knew it was going to be different 
from anything I prepared for,” he said. 
“I had to have a focused mind going 
into this tournament, and knew I had 
to work harder than I usually do. I had 
a lot of  confidence going into the tour-
nament after beating the number one 
kid in the country. I have higher goals 
set for myself  in the future, so this just 
makes me want to reach my goals.”

Including Clagon’s six victories, 
the Broncs won just 10 matches, 
finishing 27th out of  69 teams in the 
tournament.

Senior Chuck Zeisloft, who wrestled 
at 141 pounds, has been impressed with 
Clagon since the freshman arrived.

“I expected nothing less from him,” 
Zeisloft said. “The first time I wrestled 
him, I told him he was the most tal-
ented kid I’ve ever wrestled and if  he 
applied himself, he could be a national 
champ.”

The Broncs picked up two of  their 
remaining four victories on the back 
of  165-pound junior Connor Brennan, 

who downed Colorado’s Tyrel White 
and Air Force’s Jesse Stafford — both 
consolation victories. 

Freshman Chad Walsh won his first 
national match at 157 pounds against 
George Mason’s Greg Flournoy, before 
dropping consecutive matches to finish 
the tournament 1-2. 

Junior Rob Deutsch added another 
consolation win over Lock Haven’s Ron 
Perry in the 133-pound weight class. 

After finishing his collegiate career 
with a 0-2 record at NCAAs, Zeisloft 
was disappointed with the ending to the 
wrestling season. 

“We were 10th in the country at 

one point, but Clagon is the only one 
on our team that did well,” he said. “I 
think if  we send more guys to nation-
als and people like myself  get deeper 
into the tournaments, we would have 
finished top 10. I mean Edinboro took 
third, who we lost to by 1 point.”

Despite his All-American stand-
ing, Clagon is not content with his 
performance.

“It’s such a long season, so you 
always want to do better, but the good 
part is I have three more years to be 
where I want,” Clagon said. “I plan on 
winning three national titles and just 
maturing on the mat.”

B.J. Clagon, a 149-pound freshman, top, placed fifth in his weight class at the NCAA Championship in St. Louis on March 19-21. 
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