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Education job fair: lifeline in a ‘turning tide’
Largest event yet offers education majors post-college opportunities in expanding field

By Johanna Blume

RIDER will host its largest education career fair ever on March 
5, welcoming more than 50 employers from a variety of  
school districts all over New Jersey. 

Teachers are needed everywhere, but because of  legisla-
tion changes in the field and the economy, the education system 
as a whole has been harder to break into for young professionals.

 “A lot of  people in education are reaching retirement age,” 
said Joyce Tyler, Rider’s education career counselor. “But they 
have opted to stay on board because of  the economy. They’re sit-
ting in limbo because a lot of  the older teachers don’t agree with 
Governor Chris Christie’s education reforms. They are saying, 
‘What is it going to do to the education system?’” 

Recent changes show that the field will grow within the next 
few years. 

“All professions experience salary issues, growth, and some-
times downsizing,” said Sharon Sherman, the Dean of  Education. 
“Education is no different. About five years ago, there were sig-
nificant budget cuts in the education arena. The tide has turned, 
there has been a high rate of  retirement among teachers, and the 
job market is favorable for new graduates. In fact, Department 
of  Labor projections tell us that the job market for teachers will 
continue to grow in the years to come.”

The Department of  Labor predicted that between now and 
2022, the student-to-teacher ratio will decline, meaning more 
teachers responsible for fewer students, thus more teaching posi-
tions will be created. During this time frame, employment in high 
schools is expected to rise by 6 percent. In elementary schools, 
employment is expected to rise by 11 percent.

Although the education field is in the midst of  a transition, 
there are still opportunities to help set Rider students apart from 
the rest of  the competition. For 
example, the career fair provides 
education students a rare opportunity 
to sit down and have interviews with 

By Stephen Appelblatt

VETERANS hoping to register for Rider’s free 
classes on start-up business can continue to do 
so, following $55,000 in grants given to allow for 
continuation of  the program.

Grand Bank, N.A., of  Hamilton, New Jersey, 
which previously donated $50,000 in 2014, con-
tributed an additional $50,000 this year for Veteran 
Entrepreneurial Training (VET). New Jersey Bankers 
Education Fund, Inc. also provided a $5,000 grant 
toward the program.

The grants come after the first year of  the VET 
program, which Dr. Ron Cook, director of  the Rider 
Center for Entrepreneurial Studies and Small Business 
Institute, called a success. He cited the mentoring 
aspect of  the classes as a big reason for this.

“The classroom meetings provided the ability 
to develop relationships with the vets and ability to 
provide direct feedback to the vets on their business 
plans,” Cook said. “The vets told me they learned so 
much more than if  this program was offered in an 
online format.”

The VET program, which will be offered as a free, 
eight-week course on the Lawrenceville campus this 
summer, allows veterans to create their own business 
concepts, develop a plan for launching it and receive a 
year of  one-on-one mentoring.

According to Cook, the newest addition to the 
course, a “subject matter expert panel,” will allow 
those who take part to meet with lawyers, accountants, 
finance experts, and other professionals.

“The participants in the program will be able to 
consult with all types of  experts, not just their indi-
vidually assigned mentor, for whatever assistance or 
advice they may need for their individual business,” 
Cook said.

Russel Melville, director of  Veteran and Military 
Affairs, connected the skills that veterans learned in 
the military to the expertise needed for the business 
world.

“The management and leadership experience the 
veterans of  our armed forces have accumulated over 
the course of  their military careers is invaluable, and 
dovetails perfectly with the traits needed to run a small 
business,” Melville said.

Melville praised the program for the training it 
gives participants with an entrepreneurial mindset.

“This program is an outstanding opportunity for 
veterans to gain a deeper level of  education about 
starting, running or expanding a business,” Melville 
said.

Granting veterans knowledge in entrepreneurship
This chart shows the percentages of expected job growth of education, through 2022. Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics.

Russel Melville, director of Veterans and Military Affairs 
congratulates Jorge Ditren, a National Guard veteran, upon his 
completion of Rider’s first class of the Veterans Entrepreneurial 
Training program in August 2014. 
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N E W S  B R I E F S

NOTICE SOME RECENT CONSTRUCTION on the 
Campus Mall? On the evening of March 1, 
facilities recognized an odor of natural gas 
near the Campus Mall and alerted Public Safety 

and PSE&G, according to the office of media relations. 
Upon arrival, PSE&G determined there was a gas leak 
in the line that supplies natural gas to most of the 
campus, outside, along the mall near Hill Hall. Joseph 
Jingoli and Sons, a licensed contractor, repaired the 
leak on March 2 without the need to shut down the 
gas service to campus. As a precaution, the main gate 
entrance to campus was closed until the repair was 
completed. When contacted on March 3, PSE&G had 
no additional information.

Page 2

No Stopping
What’s the rush? On Feb. 26 at 

6:40 p.m., an accident occurred 
at the intersection of Kroner and 
Faculty Drive. A student tried to 
drive around another student-
operated vehicle that was stopped 
at a stop sign. The stopped vehicle 
then started to move as the other 
car was passing by, and a collision 
occurred. There were no injuries, 
and no charges were filed. 

Holey Walls...
What did those walls do to 

deserve that? On March 1 at 11:17 
p.m., a Public Safety officer found 
two holes in the walls of science 
building hallways while conduct-
ing a building check. The holes 
were found on the second and 
third floor hallways. No suspects 
have been detected, nor were 
there any witnesses when the 
holes were created. The cost of the 
damage has not been estimated.  

...and a Holey Road
The pavement seems to have 

taken a beating from all the snow 
plowing. On Feb. 27 at 12:05 p.m., 
a staff member stepped into a 
pothole in the general services 
parking lot. She fell and injured 
her left knee as a result. She vis-
ited Corporate Health Center for 
medical attention. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Room Selection Schedule 2013 – 2014Room Selection Schedule 2014

For more information:
www.rider.edu/princetonhousing

March 1 

April  8 - 9 

April  22 - 24

$200 room deposit must  
be received by the Cashier’s  
office. Students who miss this  
deadline will still be housed but  
may have limited residence hall choices. 

Premium Room Selection
• Premium Housing options ONLY on Lawrenceville Campus 
• WCC Juniors & Seniors ONLY are eligiable to participate

Standard Room Selection

Information Sessions: 
February 19
February 23

Tabling:
March 27
April 15

Room Selection Schedule 2015-2016

*Locations for Information Sessions and Tabling will be sent via emailFor more information:
www.rider.edu/housing • 609-896-5057

Room Selection Schedule 2013 – 2014Room Selection Schedule 2014Room Selection Schedule 2015-2016

March 1

March 8-10

April 8 & 9

April 13

April 22-24  

$200 room deposit must be  
received by the Cashier’s Office. 
Students who miss this deadline 
will still be housed but may have 
limited residence hall choices.

Greek Room Selection

Premium Room Selection
 
Singles Room Selection

Standard Room Selection

Information Sessions:
February 3, 4, 10-12, 15, 17, 24-26

Greek Information Sessions:
March 2-4

Tabling:
February 21, 22

March 23, 24, 26, 29, 30
April 6, 10, 16, 17 

www.rider.edu

*Locations for Information Sessions and Tabling will be sent via email

As students make their spring break plans, Public Safety is offering a few tips to help 
students plan a safe trip and reduce their chances of becoming a victim of crime. 
Tips are provided by Andrew Powers, chief of police at Ohio University; Vickie Weaver, 
director of public safety; and Detective William Eggert.
When packing
• Don’t forget to pack your medications, proof of identification (i.e. photo driver’s 

license, passport – and make a copy of them in the event they are lost or stolen), 
health insurance card and toiletries (include sunscreen if traveling to a beach or 
hot locations).

• Do not pack expensive jewelry or other valuables if you are traveling to beaches 
or other locations where you cannot safely store them.

• Carry emergency cash, the phone numbers of cab companies, and the name/
address of the hotel or rental property you are staying at.

When driving
• Plan a sensible travel schedule and divide the driving among your friends.
• Ensure that everyone has had adequate rest before getting behind the wheel.
• Everyone should have a valid driver’s license and the car should have a valid 

registration, with proof of current insurance, in the glove box.
• Print a copy of the driving route in case your GPS fails or you lose cellular service.

At parties
• Go with friends and leave with friends; plan a safe way home before partying.
• Know and abide by local liquor laws, including the drinking age and laws 

governing open containers.
• Avoid drinking alcohol in a hot tub—the hot water exacerbates the effects of 

alcohol, which can lead to drowning.
• Only drink from sealed containers (individual cans or bottles) or drinks mixed 

by a legitimate bartender. Don’t leave open drinks unattended, and be alert for 
the effects of predatory drugs: sudden onset of wooziness or sleepiness, blurred 
vision, slurred speech and difficulty balancing.

• Set your own boundaries for sexual activity and don’t feel pressured to exceed 
them. Likewise, respect the boundaries of others and don’t try to push someone 
further than he or she feels comfortable.

• Communicate—say what you mean, mean what you say, and remember that 
you need a clear “yes” for every sexual act.

• Remember: Sex with someone who is unable to give consent is a crime.

A note from Public Safety on preparing for travel and partying over spring break
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Thursday, March 5

Education Career Fair
1 p.m. - 5 p.m., SRC Seminar Room
Education majors intending to graduate in May who are seeking full time teaching, 
counseling and school administrator opportunities can attend the College of  Educa-
tion career fair. Many schools from around the region come to Rider to meet and 
recruit graduating education majors for employment opportunities.

Tuesday, March 10

Above All Else
7 p.m. - 9 p.m., SWG 115
As a part of  the Green Film series, Above all Else paints a portrait of  a group of  land 
owners and activits in East Texas who tried to stop construction of  the Keystone XL 
Pipeline, a $7 billion project to carry tar sands oil from Canada to refineries on the 
Texas Gulf  Coast.

Tuesday, March 10

Passport to the World
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., SRC Atrium
Student organizations present information about countries around the world, creating 
an opportunity for Rider’s community to engage in an international experience.

Thursday, March 12

Gender and Sexuality Studies Colloquium 
9:45 a.m. - 6 p.m., SWG Auditorium
Students can attend the gender studies and sexuality colloquium with keynote speaker 
Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, U.S. 2014 Olympic Bobsled Driver, to be held in the BLC 
Theater. A light reception will be held in the BLC Theater Lobby from 2:30 p.m. to 3 
p.m. following the keynote from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. The colloquium will cover topics 
such as the manifestations of  sexism in popular culture and sexuality and sex-based 
activism. 

Thursday, March 19

Veteran Career Fair and Military Expo 
9 a.m. - 9 p.m., SRC
The Veteran Career Fair and Military Expo is for all veterans and their families 
seeking information regarding career paths, employment opportunities and support 
organizations. Rider will partner with veteran-friendly organizations to identify job 
opportunities, trade programs and V.A. support programs.

Thursday, March 19

 Westminster Conservatory at Nassau
12:15 p.m. - 12:45 p.m., Westminster Conservatory
Westminster Conservatory faculty members present a lunch-
time performance. Hyun Soo Lim, violin 
and Dezheng Ping, violin, will perform. 
Admission is free.

Tuesday, March 24

Art Gallery Exhibit
11 a.m. - 7 p.m., BLC Art Gallery
An art exhibit featuring the works of  
Marie Sturken. Over 50 years of  Stur-
ken’s work will be on display. Admission 
is free.

Tuesday, March 24

Rider Advantage
11:30 a.m. - 12 p.m., SWG 108
Students can attend this information session about 
the Rider Advantage grant, which is a monetary 
award for first-year students. This grant was imple-
mented to lower the amount of  tuition paid by stu-
dents. Students must attend one information session, 
possess a 3.2 cumulative GPA, create a Broncs Career 
Link account and upload a resume.
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By Gianluca D’Elia

A TEAM of  students from 107.7 The Bronc once 
again seized the opportunity to be the only radio 
station to broadcast live from the Philadelphia 
Flower Show on Feb. 28. The student broadcast-

ers and producers met and interviewed several of  the 
show’s exhibitors and executive staff  members, and 
took a tour of  the Disney film-themed exhibits before 
the gates opened for the public.

107.7 The Bronc started its coverage of  the annual 
event in 2012, when radio/TV major and 107.7 
program director Jake Tuff  reached out to the 
Pennsylvania Horticultural Society (PHS), which hosts 
the flower show every year. 

“This broadcast is something that no other college 
or commercial radio station does,” said Tuff, now a 
senior. “It gives students an incredible experience that 
is just not possible to get in the classroom.”

In 2012, Tuff  was co-hosting and producing Turf ’s 
Up, a weekend radio show about landscape design, 
with Darrin Gruner of  Kentucky Blue Lawn Care 
Specialists. Tuff  had the opportunity to broadcast at a 
horticultural show during his first year as a producer 
of  Turf ’s Up. “I decided that I wanted to do something 
bigger and better,” he said. 

Tuff  emailed and called the organizers of  the event 
until someone responded. An answer finally came 
when PHS communications director Alan Jaffe liked 
the idea of  having a live broadcast of  the show. 107.7 
has been broadcasting at the flower show and other 
PHS events ever since. 

“Alan Jaffe was really impressed with how profes-
sional we looked and sounded, so he invited us back 
the next year,” said Tuff. “This past weekend was our 
third year broadcasting live, and in my opinion, this is 
the best show that we have seen.”

John Mozes, the general manager of  the radio sta-
tion, said this event is the best real-world experience 
107.7 provides for students, and he is thankful for the 

strong relationship the station has maintained with 
PHS. 

“I believe it’s our students’ preparedness and pas-
sion for both radio and the flower show itself, as well 
as their extraordinary professionalism that keeps PHS 
inviting us back,” Mozes stated. 

The students’ professionalism was especially evi-
dent when dealing with stressful situations that came 
along with broadcasting at a large-scale event. 

“I think our students did an incredible job,” said 
Mozes. “We had a lot of  unexpected obstacles in 
the morning that appeared as if  they were going to 
delay or even cancel some of  our broadcasts, but we 
persevered and the entire broadcast went off  without 
a hitch.”

 One of  these unexpected obstacles was having 
no tables upon arrival at the convention center. The 
student broadcasters almost had to do their hour-long 
talk shows standing up until tables were provided just 
minutes before the live broadcast was set to begin. 

For the team of  10 students who participated, 
the day was a lesson in preparation, professionalism, 
scheduling, technical engineering – and, according to 
Mozes, Murphy’s Law. 

“Anything that can go wrong will go wrong,” Mozes 
said. “Broadcasting live at the Philadelphia Flower 
Show teaches students absolutely everything that goes 
into creating a live broadcast of  this magnitude.”

107.7 The Bronc pushes petals at flower show
News

Rider University’s radio station 107.7 The Bronc broadcasts live from the Philadelphia Flower Show on Feb. 28.
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employers. This allows the students the chance to 
ask questions and take a look at the districts that 
are hiring. 

“The career fair is even a better event for edu-
cation majors to attend because they are properly 
prepared for the work force,” said Tyler. “Rider 
students are dual-certified, and are encouraged 
to gain that certification in a high-need area such 
as math, science or a foreign language. It is also 
a benefit that our program requires that they 
are working in a classroom for three years. The 
interview process isn’t a one-sided conversation. 
Students should ask, ‘Is this district, or is this 
school, a good fit for me?’” 

 These tools have proved powerful, as Rider 
has a high placement rate for education graduates. 
“We ask them to contact us when they are hired. 
We also call them six months after graduation to 
find out if  they are employed,” said Sherman.

Even with the “turning tide,” Sherman offers 
advice to education majors with bright futures in 
sight. “Life comes with obstacles, and we must 
deal with whatever comes our way.  That applies 
to all of  us in all professions,” she said.

The career fair will be held on March 5 from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. in the Student Recreation Center Seminar Room.
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Newly appointed
dean of students 
aims to harmonize
By Shanna O’Mara

WESTMINSTER students filing in for the start of  
the spring semester met a new associate dean 
of  students, Cindy Threatt. Threatt took over 
for Larry Johnson, who vacated the posi-

tion in October when he transferred to Westfield State 
University in Massachusetts.

“I feel so fortunate,” Threatt said. “It’s very rare 
for somebody to be able to take the next step in their 
career and be able to do that in a way that they don’t 
have to give up their community and sense of  family 
because they didn’t have to leave those things.”

Threatt, who joined the Rider community in 2001, 
originally served as the director of  Residence Life on 
the Lawrenceville campus. In 2008, she became the 
associate dean for residential programs, working with 
students from both the Lawrenceville and Princeton 
campuses. 

When she heard the news of  the opening in 
Princeton, Threatt was quick to apply. 

“I started to really think about how great it would 
be to be able to take the next step in my career but 
not have to leave Rider,” she said. “To be able to work 
more permanently at such a great university and have 
more responsibility on both campuses in a more com-
prehensive manner.”

Among all the applicants, Threatt’s comprehensive 
experience set her apart.

“Because of  the fact that I already had some pretty 
direct student life responsibility on this [Princeton] 
campus, Dean of  Student Anthony Campbell asked 
me to serve in an interim role as the associate dean,” 
she said.

Jim Moore, Westminster College of  the Arts’ 

performance director, even invited Threatt to spend a 
day as a Westminster student, allowing her to develop 
a personal connection to the students with whom she 
would soon work. On Oct. 31, 2014, Threatt began 
her day on the same performance schedule as the 
Westminster Symphonic Choir students and attended 
their show with the Philadelphia Orchestra. 

Threatt has since been granted the permanent 
position and is now responsible for the counseling 
center, health center and disability services on both 
campuses as well as managing student affairs. 

In the coming years, Threatt wants to increase the 
emotional connection between Rider’s School of  Fine 
and Performing Arts and Westminster Choir College. 
She recognizes the importance of  bringing students 
together through academic programs and campus life 
so they see themselves as part of  the same university.

However, her primary goal is to first make students 
feel welcome, presenting the dean’s office as a place to 
get questions answered or even to talk about personal 
matters. 

“It’s an open-door office,” she said. “There are no 
walls here.”

Cindy Threatt took over for Larry Johnson as Dean of Students at 
Westminster in the beginning of the spring 2015 semester. 
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This is the last issue of  The Rider News before the 
spring break. Look for web updates during the break 
and we’ll be back in print on March 25. We hope you 
have a safe break.
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The 1942 Disney classic Bambi will be analyzed during the Animation Symposium. 
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Symposium promises animated discussion 
By Samantha Sawh

AN array of  animation will pour 
into Sweigart Auditorium as the 
2015 Animation Symposium gets 
underway on March 4 and 5.

This year’s symposium will display 
a variety of  cartoons, full-length films 
and other examples of  animation, as 
well as provoke discussion. This theme, 
a shift from last spring’s Broadway 
focus, was decided in a meeting held 
with English cinema studies majors and 
film and media studies (FMS) minors. 

“Animation is for everyone,” said 
Jennifer Ligeti, a presenter and senior 
English cinema studies major. “It is a 
medium that spans all genres of  film, 
so anyone who is a fan of  a certain film 
genre can find an animation film that 
appeals to them.”

In addition to screenings, the sympo-
sium will host a student film festival and 
student discussion panel.

“Students will present on mov-
ies, from more recent films like Frozen 
and Akira to the classics like Fantasia 
and Bambi,” said Dr. Cynthia Lucia, 
professor of  English and director of  
FMS. “Mostly, they are cinema studies 
and film and media studies students 
who are invested in their strong desire 
to study film in its many forms. At the 
same time, we are so very pleased that 
students from majors and minors far 
removed from film have expressed an 
interest in joining us and contributing 
to the larger dialogue that we hope will 
emerge.”

March 4 will focus on animation and 

music through the decades and how 
animation reaches beyond the eyes of  
children. Screenings will include car-
toon classics like Looney Tunes and stop-
motion films, as well as presentations 
on historical Disney, Pixar and more. 

The highlight of  March 5 will 
be presentations on the practice of  
animation and its impact, with panels 
on anime and the Disney Renaissance, 

as well as screenings of  experimental 
films at 11:30 a.m. Chrystina Dolyniuk 
from the Department of  Psychology 
will be discussing animation and its link 
to autism. Another featured speaker 
is Danielle Riseley, a former Rider 
student who, according to Lucia, is 
“immersed in her own animation pro-
duction as a grad student at Savannah 
College of  Art and Design.”

Ligeti will be presenting on three 
films on student panels, including 
Destino at the historical Disney panel, 
and Akira at the anime panel. She’s also 
excited for the entire event.

“I’m looking forward to being edu-
cated about animation movies I haven’t 
taken a look at, or ones that I just don’t 
know anything about the production,” 
Ligeti said. 

However, while the symposium aims 
to showcase various forms of  anima-
tion and its effects, Lucia stresses that 
a focus will be placed on the messages 
these films and cartoons contain. 

“We do need to dig into such popu-
lar films and figure out why they are so 
popular — in terms of  what they tell 
us about ourselves or what we aspire to 
be,” Lucia said. “But also, we need to 
examine the problems these messages 
present when we look at them through 
lenses of  gender, race and ethnicity. 
There is much political and ideological 
baggage in popular animation that we 
will be trying to sort out.”

Overall, the symposium aims not 
only to screen films and talk about 
them, but also to have a lasting impact 
on Rider students of  all majors and 
minors. 

“Animation tends to get ignored or 
dismissed as just for children, and lack-
ing depth or emotional grit, and that 
just isn’t true,” Ligeti said. “I would 
like to see people expand their horizons 
of  what they know about animation 
besides Saturday morning cartoons and 
Disney.” 

I N T E N S I V E  P R O G R A M  F O R  N O N - B U S I N E S S  M A J O R S

KNOWLEDGE • SKILLS • PERSPECTIVES

Questions? Contact George Hefelle at BI@tcnj.edu or 609.771.2540
businessinstitute.tcnj.edu

BLOOMBERG BUSINESS WEEK’S #1 UNDERGRADUATE 
BUSINESS SCHOOL IN NEW JERSEY

Earn eight credits while you learn
 from TCNJ School of Business Faculty 

TCNJ Business Institute
Summer 2015
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SNL promises  
night of comedy 
and laughter 
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By Tara DeLorenzo

FROM a dysfunctional family conducting a cooking show to a spin on The 
Devil Wears Prada to demonic possessions, Live from Lawrenceville, it’s Saturday 
Night, with special guest host Associate Dean Ira Mayo, will be causing fits 
of  laughter in the Spitz Theater on March 7. 

Directed by senior musical theater major Eric Dann and hosted by Alpha Psi 
Omega, this event features 11 performers and will consist of  an array of  origi-
nal skits, including some of  Live from Lawrenceville’s favorite characters, as well as 
some new ones. 

With such a fun-filled evening planned, the cast wanted to reach the biggest 
audience possible, so it decided on Mayo for this year’s host. This is Mayo’s first 
time hosting since 2004. 

“We really wanted to have a draw for students,” Dann said. “Last year, 
we had one of  our faculty from the School of  Fine and Performing Arts do 
it, and we saw a big audience for it, but I still wanted to reach a wider audi-
ence. I thought, ‘With him as dean, everyone knows him.’ I thought that would 
bring people in. I’m most excited for [the audience to see] Dean Mayo — for 
everyone to see him out of  his element and not as a dean, but as an actor and 
comedian.”

Mayo is excited to return to the Spitz and to work with the students on the 
production.

“I hosted in 2004, and I was asked by the current students to host again. It 
was such a great experience that I jumped at the chance to do it again,” Mayo 
said. “I see another side of  the students, and they see another side of  me. You 
can tell that for the students, this is a labor of  love. The writing is great, and the 
performers are incredibly talented. The creativity and originality of  the sketches 
are amazing, and I am impressed at how they craft a scene, working it over and 
over to fine-tune it, until it ‘kills.’” 

With such a variety of  performers, these original sketches offer a little some-
thing for everyone. Each is light-hearted, pun-filled and laced with pop culture 
references everyone can relate to and enjoy. One that Dann is particularly proud 
of  puts a spin on a fairytale favorite. 

“[All the sketches are] all my babies, but [my favorite is] actually the one that 
I wrote called ‘The Godfather,’” Dann said. “It’s basically the concept of  ‘What 
if  Cinderella had a Godfather instead of  a Godmother?’ It’s been in my mind 
ever since we started SNL, and I wrote it and it just really worked. So we played 
with it and added some new characters to it. It’s really been a joy to work with 
that, and I’m excited for people to see it.”

The performance is very much a team effort, and each sketch has morphed 
from its original draft into something that reflects each cast member’s individual 
humor and ideas. 

“Everyone in this show is truly wonderful,” Dann said. “They all have a cre-
ativity that’s just their own, so we find that a lot of  the scenes have a lot of  their 
individual humor and creativity in them. They made my job easy.”

Mayo is excited to see how the audience reacts to this jam-packed event.

“I hope that they laugh their faces off,” he said.
Dann also hopes that the audiences will be entertained by the show, espe-

cially in light of  world events.
“When I was proposing the show, one of  my biggest points was that after 

everything with Ferguson, [Missouri], and after everything that’s just happening 
now with the beheadings and ISIS and everything like that, I think we all need 

to laugh,” he said. “It’s easy to do a drama and get to the emotional side of  
things, but to make people laugh really brings joy to my heart, and that’s what I 
hope people get out of  it— just a night of  pure laughter.”

Live from Lawrenceville, It’s Saturday Night will be held on March 7 at 7 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. A $5 donation is suggested. 

Associate Dean Ira Mayo returns to host Alpha Psi Omega’s Live from Lawrencevile, it’s Saturday Night on March 7 in the Spitz Theater. This is his first time hosting since 2004. 

By Kimberly Ortiz

AUDIENCES experienced mind-twisting, emotional drama when 
witnessing the cryptic story of  one unnamed woman in Sophie 
Treadwell’s Machinal during the weekend of  Feb. 25.

 Machinal, inspired by the 1928 execution of  convicted 
murderer Ruth Snyder, is a story of  death and breaking free. The 
play, directed by associate professor of  theater Miriam Mills, not 
only portrayed the story of  a woman being convicted of  murder, but 
also included a visual aspect with the addition of  Mills’ movement 
chorus. This innovation enhanced the connection between the audi-
ence and the main character, Young Woman, making it feel as if  the 
audience could truly see through her eyes.

The play began with the movement group and Young Woman 
(played by freshman theater performance major Mary Foster), mak-
ing an entrance that audiences were sure to remember. This was 
just the beginning of  the deep and emotional roller coaster that the 
Young Woman would ride. Foster successfully portrayed the emotion 
and physicality of  her character that surely left a mark for audiences. 

Taking place during the beginning of  the technological era, the 
late 1920s, the play concerns is a stenographer who always seems to 
show up late to work and receives criticism and hate from her co-
workers, who tell her she will lose her job because of  her tardiness. 

However, the only thing that keeps her holding on to her job is 
her relationship with the boss of  the company she works for (played 
by junior musical theater major Colby Dezelick), who pursues and 
marries her. Dezelick’s big, bold actions brought an excellent sense 
of  pride to his character. His overbearing personality and abusive 
ways of  “loving” his cringing wife ultimately cause her to not only 
fear him, but to hate her life and even her own mother (played by 
junior theater performance major Sloan Brettholtz). 

The relationships seen in the play are tested when the Young 
Woman’s husband rapes her, resulting in a child. However, in the 
hospital, it becomes clear she not only fears her husband when he 
comes to visit her, but she also fears her child and ultimately herself.  
This is just one of  the many anxieties that haunt her throughout the 
play, which are expressed in several powerful and mind-boggling 
monologues. 

Throughout the sadness and drama that occurs during the play, 
the Young Woman finds hope, and she is finally able to find joy 
in her dark world. This happiness stems from a new relationship 
with her lover (played by junior theater performance major Igor R. 
Correa Wetter) rather than her husband. Correa Wetter created a 
believable character as her illicit lover. 

Music also played a role in these scenes, not only allowing a 

greater dramatic and emotional experience, but also providing a 
playful yet meaningful moment between Young Woman and her 
lover. Correa Wetter and Foster were able to successfully bring their 
own musical talents to enhance the Young Woman and her lover’s 
romantic scene. 

After a series of  events occur between the Young Woman and 
her husband involving more of  his controlling and demanding ways, 
the Young Woman decides that she is tired and emotionally drained 
from dealing with his abuse. 

The way Foster was able to strongly focus on her character’s 
anger truly made the audience believe that she really was out to kill 
her husband. When she finally does, the suspense of  the scene, along 
with the captivating sound effects and lighting, had audience mem-
bers on the edge of  their seats, anxiously awaiting what was to come. 

The Young Woman’s next appearance onstage was one that 
would determine the verdict of  the play. Set in a courtroom full 
of  witnesses, attorneys and journalists, the Young Woman’s fate is 
ultimately going to be for the worse. In the end, it is Young Woman’s 
lover who gives away the clues that lead to the real truth of  her kill-
ing her husband.

From saying her final goodbye to her heartbroken mother to 
being led to her execution through constant prayer by a priest 

(played by sophomore musical theater major Braden Sweeney), who 
wants her to have a blessed death, the Young Woman’s death draws 
nearer and nearer as she cries out with pain before her execution 
even begins. With the help of  a talented singing cellmate (played 
by junior musical theater major Milika Griffiths), the walk leading 
her to the electric chair not only brought suspense to the scene, but 
also allowed the hearts of  the audience to go out to this sorrowful 
woman, even though she is guilty of  her crime. 

As the Young Woman is led to the chair that kills her, Foster suc-
cessfully carried out the final scene from the moment she sat down 
to the very last second of  the play where she goes into a state of  
shock, leading to the final blackout. 

Although Machinal portrays pain and abuse, the elements of  love, 
freedom, and fighting for a cause are what tie the play together to 
bring a powerful performance by each of  the actors. 

R E V I E W

Machinal makes for mysterious and murderous plot
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Mary Foster stars as Young Woman in Machinal, which was performed in the 
Yvonne Theater from Feb. 25 - March 1.
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By J’na Jefferson

DANCE students performing contemporary and 
classical dances will combine with performance 
art during the Rider University Dance Program’s 
annual showcase, Rider Dances: Collaborate and 

Innovate, which will be performed on March 7 at 7:30 
p.m. and March 8 at 2 p.m in the Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater.

The pieces were choreographed by dance program 
faculty members, special guests and faculty members of  
the American Repertory Ballet’s Princeton Ballet School 
(ARB). According to Dr. Kim Chandler-Vaccaro, associ-
ate professor of  dance, Rider’s dance program and ARB 
have had a unique and special relationship.

“Rider Dances began a partnership with American 
Repertory Ballet’s Princeton Ballet School in an effort 
to get movement classes for its theater majors,” she said. 
“The program became very popular and now has nearly 
50 majors and minors, a B.A. in performance, and 
concentrations with arts administration and elementary 
education.”

Performances include pieces by choreographer 
Laney Engelhard with musician Luis Andrei Cobo; Dr. 
Kim Chandler-Vaccaro and junior arts administration 
major Ashley Alvarez with musician Madeline Prentice; 
choreographers Janell Bryne and Rider alumna Jennifer 
Gladney; choreographer Christine Colosimo with visual 
artist Eva Flatscher; choreographers Ted Thomas and 
Francis Ortiz (the winners of  last year’s Emerging 
Choreographers 
competition); and 
composer Dr. Ron 
Hemmel with cho-
reographer Dawn 
Berman. 

Hemmel will 
also be debuting his 
composition, “Night 
Moves,” at the 
showcase. The piece 
is written for a string 
quartet and piano.

“I was motivated by the 
opportunity to collaborate with my colleague, Dr. 
Vaccaro, and the support of  a Rider University Summer 
Fellowship,” said Hemmel, who recorded the piece last 
summer. Rider Dances will be the first time he is seeing 
dance set to this particular piece of  work. “I won’t know 
what it feels like until I see it, but we have an amaz-
ing dance program here so I expect a fabulous perfor-
mance.”  

Each year, Rider Dances has a different theme. This 
year’s theme, Collaborate and Innovate, combines choreog-
raphy ideas and artistic ideas to create innovative and 

stunning visual art.
“Christine Colosimo is collaborating with interna-

tional visual artist Eva Flatscher, who will be painting 
in live time over the dancers on stage. It has never been 
seen in our area before and is truly unique,” Vaccaro 
said of  one of  the many pieces to hit the stage this 
weekend.

Dance majors and minors auditioned for Rider 
Dances in October and have been rehearsing for the 

past six weeks. 
Rehearsals are 
held for several 
hours a day, 
multiple times 
a week, with 
rehearsal hours 
intensifying 
as the perfor-
mance draws 
near. Senior 
dance perfor-
mance major 
Mariah Lopez 

believes that performances such as Rider Dances are pre-
paring her for a career in the dance and arts industry.

“Performing at Rider helps me prepare for the long 
hours and unpredictable atmospheres that come with 
performance,” she said. “This year’s show is about the 
growth and acceptance of  reality for me. It’s definitely a 
test.”

Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for Rider faculty and staff, 
non-Rider students and senior citizens (55+) and $5 for Rider 
University students with valid ID. 

P R E V I E W

Innovation of Rider Dances

From left, freshman Rachel Roman, senior Ashley Miller and 
sophomore Taylor Miller
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‘‘Performing at Rider helps me to prepare for the 
long hours and unpredictable atmosphere that 
comes with performance. This year’s show is 
about the growth and acceptance of  reality for 
me. It’s definitely a test” 
 Mariah Lopez, senior dance perforMance Major



8  The Rider News    March 4, 2015

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Shoot down ‘fix’ 
for sexual assault
FROM news networks to head-

lines, the words “sexual assault” 
and “college campus” have 
been plastered everywhere. As 

awareness of  rape and attempted 
sexual violence spreads, the num-
bers are nationally increasing. More 
students are at risk and fear continues 
to spread. People are searching for 
answers.

According to the National Sexual 
Violence Resource Center, one in 
five women on college campuses is 
a victim of  sexual assault. One in 
16 men is also a victim. The current 
college pandemic is not students 
skipping class or getting wasted — 
it’s the staggeringly high rates of  
sexual assault. What is the solution 
to the sexual violence plaguing col-
lege campuses? A group of  conser-
vative lawmakers have introduced a 
bill that they feel solves the problem. 
You won’t believe it.

Their brilliant solution is to allow 
young women to carry guns on 
college campuses. While this idea is 
truly radical, lawmakers in 10 states 
think it is the answer. Their proposal 
is a bill that would permit the car-
rying of  firearms on campuses. The 
bill has been introduced in states 
such as Florida, Nevada, Texas and 
South Carolina. According to an 
article in The New York Times, Nevada 
assemblywoman Michele Fiore 
stated eloquently that if  the “young, 
hot little girls” on campuses had 
guns, men would think twice before 
attempting to rape them. She added 
that this new bill would deter sexual 
assaults if  “sexual predators get a 
bullet in their head.”

Proponents of  the bill believe 
their large support proves it must be 
a great idea. Let’s try their proposal 
on for size. 

Advocates believe college cam-
puses, like Rider, are the perfect 
places for firearms. Actually, The 
New York Times reports that carrying 
concealed guns on college campuses 
is illegal in 41 states, including New 
Jersey. By lawmakers’ logic, this can’t 
possibly be for the better. 

According to The Source, at 
Rider, there is no weaponry of  any 
kind allowed on campus, includ-
ing BB guns and brass knuckles. 
Consequences of  weapon violations 
can be as serious as dismissal from 
the university for up to a year. 

According to conservative law-
makers, polices like Rider’s were 
crafted by the misguided. Their view 
is that introducing these weapons 
in an educational environment can 
only lessen crime. If  schools like 
Rider allowed women to carry guns, 
we could easily put down anyone 
trying to sexually assault us. And 
by the way, we could also shoot any 
thieves, predators, criminals or pro-
fessors who are tough graders. 

Of  course, defenders of  this 
proposal will assume that college 
students are mentally stable enough 
to carry weapons. Incidents such as 

the Virginia Tech massacre, though 
they clearly depict the dangers of  
putting a weapon in the hands of  
the unstable, surely were just flukes. 
These people have no fear of  inebri-
ated students carrying guns, because 
even while drunk, they will be in the 
right mindset to avoid accidentally 
pulling the trigger. Besides, only four 
out of  five college students drink 
anyway. (That’s only the majority.)

The bill proponents don’t count 
on misunderstandings either. What 
are the chances of  a student shoot-
ing an innocent man or woman? 
These people think all of  our 
students know exactly what a rapist 
looks like, as they all look the same 
anyway. Surely no students will use 
their weapons against others for 
reasons besides sexual assault. They 
believe this system is foolproof, as 
every student on every campus, 
including Rider, displays perfect 
judgment at all times. And hey, if  a 
few lives are accidentally lost along 
the way, it’s no big deal, right?

State Representative Dennis K. 
Baxley of  Florida said that if  some-
one is raped because lawmakers or 
universities prohibit the carrying 
of  firearms, then it is the lawmak-
ers or school that is at fault. By his 
logic, rape is the responsibility of  the 
institutions or individuals who mis-
guidedly try to protect students by 
limiting weapons on campus. Who 
else could be at fault for rape — the 
rapist?

The bill’s authors raise the argu-
ment that if  we don’t give guns to 
our students, how else can we fight 
the spreading epidemic of  sexual 
assault on college campuses? They 
doubt universities, such as Rider, 
could teach their students about the 
risks or about safety through educa-
tional programs, such as ThinkLuv. 
They also ignore the possibility of  
providing counseling services for 
victims. To them, there’s no point 
in trying to make it easier and more 
supportive for victims to report 
sexual crimes. Any solution except 
guns for women is simply ridiculous 
to the gun lovers.  

In all seriousness, sexual assault 
is nothing to joke about. It’s a last-
ing problem, and for many young 
women and men, it’s a real, scary 
memory. We have the power to 
make a difference. We need to be 
aware of  rape and sexual violence, 
and we need to educate ourselves on 
safety. We need to teach students to 
stop assaulting, and we need to show 
them that the repercussions of  their 
actions will be far more than a wag-
ging finger. The cure for this violent 
pandemic doesn’t start in the barrel 
of  a gun, but it starts in all of  us. 

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 

Opinion
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NOT every major requires an 
internship, and in terms of  
figuring out what is best for your 
professional life, not requiring 

internships is a complete disservice to 
your education. Internships can be one 
of  the most beneficial experiences avail-
able to students, and not obtaining one 
is a disadvantage to a college career. 

I started at Rider entirely convinced 
that I should be a high school teacher 
– that is, until I was actually placed in 
a high school. My first internship-type 
work and I was struck with the realiza-
tion that teaching was not for me. I 
wasn’t sure where to go next or even 
what to pursue. So from there, as my 
junior year was coming to an end, I 
found myself  in a frenzy, applying for 
whatever editorial internships that I 
could find. By the end of  the summer, 
I found one with a small publishing 
company as their editorial intern. By 
October of  my senior year, I dropped 

my education major, and found myself  
fueled with a whole new drive and pas-
sion for the editorial work I found. 

I loved every second of  my intern-
ship, and I gained an experience I 
wouldn’t have given up for anything. 
With my intern position, I was given a 
chance to dive into the field that I was 
passionate about, and with every new 
project, I grew more and more confi-
dent with the decision I had made. 

Without that internship experience, 
I would probably still be an education 
major, silently dreading what comes 
after graduation. But with the intern-
ship, I was able to see what I could do 
outside of  teaching. This experience 
is invaluable, and not only because it 
looks fantastic on a résumé. With a 
hands-on opportunity, there is the abil-
ity to see how work in a desired field 
really feels. For me, it was never that 
I was a bad teacher; it was that seeing 
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what a day in that life was like showed me how little I 
wanted to live through that routine. After the editorial 
internship, I loved the fast-paced environment and the 
duties that came with it. It felt like the right fit, and 
that is what an internship can provide. 

More than being able to see what a certain career is 
like, interns have the ability to test out their own abili-
ties and see how they fit into a certain job mold. They 
acquire real skills that can enhance résumés and will 
be used in the job market. With an internship, there is 
no textbook. There are no easy answers, and the big-
gest test of  the experience is the question, “Can you 
see yourself  doing this for the rest of  your life?” 

We spend thousands of  dollars to be at this school; 

why waste that money with a major you don’t actually 
enjoy? As daunting as it may sound, internships allow 
the chance to really get a feel for life after gradua-
tion. After the amount of  money put into school, 
why wouldn’t you want to go out and get a taste of  
what that will be like before having to go into the job 
market?

-Tara DeLorenzo
Senior English writing major 

Intern
CONT’D FROM P. 8

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Risks of pipeline seep through film’s message 
THIS month’s Green Flim, Above All Else, explores a hot topic in news and poli-

tics: the Keystone XL Pipeline. This film will be shown March 10 and March 
11 at 7 p.m. in Sweigart Auditorium. Dr. Michael Brogan, assistant professor 
of  political science, will moderate a discussion after the film. The screening of  

this film comes at a time when the pipeline has provoked much discussion.
Recently, a series of  votes relating to the Keystone XL Pipeline bill has sparked 

interest in the controversial project, which was first introduced in 2008. The 
proposed 1,179-mile-long crude oil pipeline would transport tar sands oil from 
Canada, Texas, Oklahoma, North Dakota and Montana.

Many environmental organizations have cited the potential harm of  building 
the pipeline. The bill itself  identifies damage ranging from short-term (during 
construction) to long-term (3-50 years) effects on soil, water resources, wetlands, 
vegetation, wildlife, greenhouse gases and climate change. The proposed Keystone 
XL Pipeline will cross 1,904 waterways, including the Ogallala aquifer, the largest 
source of  freshwater in the U.S. The pipeline will disturb 20,782 acres of  land, 
which could require 20-50 years for potential recovery. The bill also cites several 
ways to limit or contain small- and large-scale damage intentionally or acciden-
tally caused by the building and maintaining of  the pipeline.  

Advocates of  the pipeline cite countless benefits from its approval. 
Construction and maintenance will create between 20,000 and 42,000 jobs. The 
U.S. Department of  Transportation states that pipelines are 451 times safer than 
rail on a per-mile basis, and the $5.1 billion project is expected to contribute over 
$20 billion to the U.S. economy. The pipeline will have the capacity to transport 
up to 830,000 barrels of  oil per day, thereby reducing dependence on Venezuelan 
and Middle Eastern oil companies by up to 40 percent.

Skeptics of  the pipeline see these benefits as being greatly exaggerated or sim-
ply wrong. Jobs created are mainly for the two-year construction project and are 
not long-term. The Keystone I pipeline has seen over 12 spills in its first year of  
operation, more than any other first-year pipeline in the U.S; TransCanada, cre-
ator of  the Keystone I pipeline, predicted that that pipeline would see one spill in 
seven years. One source states that the oil will never be seen by American consum-
ers – it will mostly be sold to overseas companies and may result in an increase of  
20 cents per gallon in the Midwest.  

Opponents also argue that the “dirty” oil will require more energy, and 
therefore more money, to refine. Tar sands oil has been proven to create more 
carbon pollution than regular oil, and, once mined, leave toxic sludge ponds 
which can cause health problems. Reported physical effects of  the BP oil spill in 
Louisiana include headaches, nausea, vomiting, kidney damage and irritation of  
digestive tract. More serious problems include lung damage, burning pain in the 
nose and throat, coughing, pulmonary edema, cancer, lack of  muscle coordina-
tion, dizziness, confusion, difficulty breathing, delayed reaction time and memory 
difficulties. 

Both sides of  the pipeline discussion have utilized media outlets, including 
social media. Personal stories of  why the pipeline should or should not be built, 
the benefits or consequences of  building the pipeline, and any angle in between 
have been argued. Above All Else takes the position that the disadvantages outweigh 
the advantages. Students should pay careful attention to the issue, which could 
affect all of  us.

-Bess Ploener 
Westminster Eco-Rep

THINKING ABOUT SUMMER ALREADY?  
     SO ARE WE!

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE 

DELAWARE VALLEY COLLEGE  |  700 E. Butler Ave. Doylestown, PA 18901

At Delaware Valley College, summer doesn’t mean a break from 
school. It’s the best time to get ahead or caught up! We make it 
easy for visiting college students to make the most of their summer.

For more information visit us on the web at delval.edu/summer-collegenews
Contact us at cps@delval.edu or 215.489.4848

SUMMER COURSES START MAY 18

      - Online and on campus

      - Accelerated and full term

      - Credits are easily transferable

* No application fee required for visiting students

And because DelVal becomes Delaware Valley University 

on April 8 - we are celebrating our university status with 

$48 less per credit on all summer courses!
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Sports
W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Women fall to MAAC’s top two teams
By Brandon Scalea 

THE women’s basketball team had 
a tough stretch last weekend, tak-
ing on Quinnipiac and Marist, 
the schools who finished first and 

second in the MAAC, respectively.
In the Feb. 26 game against 

Quinnipiac (27-3, 19-0 MAAC), who 
finished the season undefeated in con-
ference play, the Bobcats opened up on 
a 17-0 run. 

Rider (11-19, 8-12 MAAC) got on 
the board with a brief  5-0 run, fea-
turing a 3-pointer from senior guard 
Kornelija Valiuskyte. She finished with 
4 points and two rebounds in 18 min-
utes of  play. 

Quinnipiac regained control quickly, 
putting up 10 straight points. By half-
time, the Bobcats held a commanding 
54-19 advantage. 

In the second half, Quinnipiac 
showed no mercy. Scoring 14 of  the 
first 15 points, they held a 50-point lead 
with 16:11 remaining. It was Rider’s 
worst deficit of  the season. 

Despite the tough loss, sophomore 
center Julia Duggan had a notable 
game for the Broncs, finishing with 10 
points and five rebounds. Sophomore 
guard Stephanie Mason also had 8 

points off  the bench.
Rider showed some life in the final 

five minutes of  play, going on a 16-4 
run to pull the deficit to 38. Quinnipiac 
went on to win by a score of  91-53. 

On Feb. 28, the Broncs honored 

their seniors before the matchup with 
Marist (19-10, 15-5 MAAC). Valiuskyte, 
guards Lashay Banks and Emily Fazzini 
and forward Marritta Gillcrease played 
in their final game at Alumni Gym. 

Milligan took a moment to comment 

on the impact the seniors have had on 
this program.

“These girls are not only terrific 
basketball players and students, but 
terrific young women,” she said. “They 
have left Rider women’s basketball in a 
better place. We will miss their leader-
ship and work ethic.”

Rider led at the half, but a late run 
by the opposition gave the Red Foxes a 
65-56 win.  

Marist, winner of  the last nine 
MAAC championships for women’s 
basketball, is now 40-13 all-time against 
Rider.

Banks led the Broncs with 12 points 
and six rebounds. Gillcrease added 9 
points and nine rebounds. Fazzini had 
8 points and three rebounds.

After winning eight of  the last 11, 
Rider has lost three straight. The 
Broncs will participate in the MAAC 
Tournament as the 7th seed, and will 
face St. Peter’s at 11:30 a.m. on March 
5. 

Valiuskyte believes the team will 
need to be at the top of  its game in the 
tournament.

“[We need] to take our best perfor-
mance to Albany and bring home the 
Championship,” Valiuskyte said.

B A S E B A L L

Duke takes three at home, 
but needs extra innings in two
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Senior guard Emily Fazzini had 8 points and three rebounds in the regular season finale on Feb. 28.

Tuesday, March 10
&

Wednesday, March 11
7:00 P.M.

In Sweigart 
Room 115

An intimate portrait of a group of 
landowners and activists in East 

Texas who tried to stop 
construction of the Keystone XL 

pipeline. Risking all, these 
uunforgettable people and their 

stories become an exploration of 
the human spirit and a window 

into how social change happens in 
America.

*Brief discussion to follow with
Dr. Michael Brogan

For more information visit:
www.aboveallelseelm.com

Green Film
Series 

Presentation:

By Carlos Toro

RIDER finished up a competitive, three-game series 
against Duke in which it forced two of  the three 
games into extra innings.

Even though the Broncs (2-5) lost three 
games, Head Coach Barry Davis saw some positive 
performances in his team throughout the weekend, 
especially from his pitching staff.

“I like how we competed,” Davis said. “Our pitch-
ing in games one and two was outstanding. Allowing 
three runs in 22 innings is very solid.”

The first game on Feb. 28 against the Blue Devils 
(9-1) started out as a pitchers’ duel between senior 
left-hander Zach Mawson and Duke’s senior right-
hander Andrew Istler. The game was scoreless for nine 
innings, as there were only eight total hits between the 
two teams, sending the game into extra innings.

The game remained scoreless until the bottom of  
the 11th inning, when Duke freshman outfielder Evan 
Dougherty hit a walk-off  RBI single to give his team 
the 1-0 win.

Mawson, who pitched eight scoreless innings while 
striking out seven batters and allowing just three hits, 
believes he’s gotten better since his last game, when he 
pitched against Campbell.

“Personally, I was just more comfortable this week 
on the mound and felt confident from the start after 
throwing the week before in Campbell,” Mawson 
said. “The gameplan that Coach Stew had for Duke 
was great and I just tried to make pitches and let my 
defense play.”

The following day was a doubleheader and the first 
game was scheduled to be a seven-inning affair.

Junior Lee Lipinski hit a solo home run in the sec-
ond inning to give an early lead to the visiting Broncs.

Rider junior right-hander Vincenzo Aiello, who 
started the first game of  the doubleheader, pitched six 
shutout innings and struck out six.

It seemed like Rider was going to steal this game, 
taking its 1-0 lead into the final inning, but sophomore 
left-hander Mike Diorio came in for Aiello to try and 
get the save. After striking out the first Duke batter, 
Diorio allowed a double.

Senior right-hander Mike Donnely relieved Diorio 

and allowed another double, tying the game at one 
run each, and sending Rider to its second extra-inning 
contest of  the series.  

The Broncs only managed to get two hits in the 
four extra innings and the game came to a close in 
the bottom of  the 11th inning when Donnely allowed 
another double and the runner scored on the follow-
ing at-bat to give Duke a 2-1 victory.

Rider looked for a win to salvage the road trip, but 
the third game did not start out well. Duke scored four 
runs in the second inning off  of  freshman left-hander 
Nick Margevicius, which started with a bases-loaded 
single that scored two.

Rider then answered back in the fourth inning 
when junior outfielder James Locklear singled to cen-
terfield and scored two runs to cut Duke’s lead in half.

The Blue Devils scored another run in their half  
of  the inning which started a streak of  four straight 
innings of  scoring at least one run, extending the lead 
to 11-2. 

The Broncs only scored one run in the ninth inning 
from a hit by senior shortstop Mike Parsons, but the 
lead was too great for Rider to overcome as it lost the 
third game 11-3.  

Senior third baseman Nick Richter, who had three 
hits in the doubleheader against Duke, believes that 
the offense is a work in progress.

“I think we can continue to improve on our hit-
ting,” Richter said. “But I know it is early and I think 
facing pitchers like we did will help us down the road 
come conference time.”

The Broncs were supposed to face off  against 
Lafayette on March 3, but that game was canceled 
because of  cold weather. They will now play a three-
game series at Delaware (1-3) on March 5 and 6. 

Despite suffering the three-game sweep, the players 
are content with the way they’ve competed, and Aiello 
believes they are getting better.

“Our record doesn’t show how we actually are,” 
he said. “Although we are 2-5, we played competitive 
baseball and the losses we’ve taken were all win-
nable games. We’re close as a team and only growing 
closer.”
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Lundy steps up as men clinch second
By Thomas Regan

AFTER learning its leading scorer, 
senior center Matt Lopez, will 
be out for the remainder of  
the season with a torn ACL, 

Rider received contributions from two 
sophomores in a second-place-clinching 
victory at Monmouth on Feb. 26 and a 
home win over Marist on March 1.  

Against Monmouth (6-24, 5-15 
MAAC), Rider jumped out to a quick 
14-7 lead with baskets from six different 
Broncs. However, the score was evened 
at 15 after the Hawks went on an 8-1 
run.

For the remainder of  the first 
half, Rider (21-10, 15-5 MAAC) and 
Monmouth traded leads, before enter-
ing halftime tied at 25.

After allowing the Hawks to sink 
a layup at the start of  the second 
half, Broncs’ sophomore forward 
Xavier Lundy and junior guard Teddy 
Okereafor scored 14 points to push the 
team ahead 39-31. 

The brief  run gave Rider a sizeable 
lead, and despite Monmouth’s effort 
to come back by sending the Broncs to 
the free-throw line, Rider was able to 
make enough of  its shots to fend off  
Monmouth and win 63-60. 

Sophomore guard Jimmie Taylor 
believes his team will continue to step 
up in the absence of  Lopez.

“Next man up, that’s how we are,” 
he said. “It hurts to have [Lopez] away, 
but the next guy has to step because we 
have to keep this thing going.”

The game against last-place Marist 
came on the heels of  Rider securing the 
second seed in the MAAC tournament, 
so the result of  the contest could yield 
no changes to its postseason chances.

The Broncs struggled to get on the 
board early in the game, making zero 
of  their first seven shots, including four 
misses from beyond the arc. It wasn’t 
until Lundy came off  the bench and 
scored 6 of  Rider’s first 7 points that 
the offense began to show life.

However, Rider continued to 
struggle with its 3-pointers, eventually 
falling behind Marist 18-9. 

The Broncs later closed the gap to 
21-15 and the defense began to pick 
up the pace when freshman guard 
Anthony Durham stole the ball and 
threw down a vicious dunk on the fast 
break, igniting the home crowd. 

Graduate guard Anthony D’Orazio 
snapped the team’s first 3-point 
drought with 6 seconds remaining in 
the first half  to end it 23-21. 

In the second half, Rider was 
able to tie the game at 28 before the 
offense received shots from Okereafor, 
D’Orazio and Lundy to go up 35-32. 

With their first lead of  the contest, 
the Broncs saw Taylor exploit a Marist 
team that was on its heels for the first 
time all game. Taylor sank two 3-point-
ers before freshman forward Kenny 
Grant hit a layup to push Rider up 
43-32. 

While the Red Foxes tried to get 
back into the game, Taylor did not 

allow it, sinking another 3-pointer, a 
jump shot and a layup to put Rider 
ahead 50-37. Taylor finished his four-
minute barrage with 13 points and his 
effort led the Broncs to an eventual 
59-49 win.

“It’s just having a steady hand and 
staying aggressive,” Taylor said. “My 
teammates rallied around me, telling 
me to stay confident in myself.”

After playing the final game of  
the regular season, Rider will head to 
Albany on March 6 and await the vic-
tor of  St. Peter’s (14-17, 8-12 MAAC) 

and Fairfield (7-23, 5-15 MAAC). 
Head Coach Kevin Baggett believes 

his team will need to continue to see all 
of  his players turn in contributions.

“We need to be more fluent offen-
sively; we need to push the ball a little 
bit more in transition like we did in the 
second half,” he said. “I thought Xavier 
played well, but we’ve got to get [Junior 
Fortunat] and Kenny Grant and Khalil 
Thomas going down there, we’ve got 
to get those guys going to make up for 
what we’re missing in Matt.”

505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

From the classroom
to the corner office.
Ramapo College offers eight accelerated part-time graduate degree programs designed to prepare 
you for the next step in your career. Ramapo’s graduate programs combine classroom and online 
study to allow students to balance their lives and their education. 

Learn more at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270 

Dr. Kathryn Yeaton, Associate Professor of Accounting, and her class engaged in student presentations.

We offer graduate degrees in:
• NEW Master of Social Work
• MBA, Master of Business Administration
• Master of Science in Nursing
• Master of Arts in Sustainability Studies
• Master of Arts in Special Education
• Master of Arts in Liberal Studies
• Master of Science in Educational Technology
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership

Ranked by U.S. News 
& World Report as one 
of the Best Regional 
Universities North 
category for public 
institutions

Featured in the  
Princeton Review’s  
“Best in the 
Northeast”

Listed by Kiplinger’s as 
one of 100 Best Values 
in Public Colleges

As a College of 
Distinction, Ramapo 
attracts and supports 
engaged students, 
great teaching, a 
vibrant community and 
successful outcomes

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, March 12

5:30-6:30pm

Register at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1

(Click on link under Upcoming Events)

Sophomore forward Xavier Lundy totals 29 points and 18 rebounds in his last two games.
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From the Broncs’ Zoo to UFC octagon
By Thomas Albano

IN April, Nick Catone, ’04, will enter 
the Prudential Center in Newark, 
New Jersey, when it is filled with rabid 
Ultimate Fighting Championship 

(UFC) fans and an opponent awaiting 
him in the octagon. The former Bronc 
wrestler’s mission is simple: Get a vic-
tory by knockout, technical knockout or 
submission.

For the man known as “The 
Jersey Devil” of  Mixed Martial Arts 
(MMA), when the lights are up and 
the pressure is on, the feeling is always 
indescribable.

“It’s just an adrenaline rush and 
really something that you can’t explain 
until you get in there,” Catone said. 
“I’ve wrestled hundreds and hundreds 
of  matches, but in MMA you don’t 
have as many fights. So each time you 
get in there, you got to figure it’s your 
last.”

Rider days
Catone’s wrestling coach his last two 

years of  high school was Jason Nase, 
’97, an All-American who is now a vol-
unteer assistant coach for Rider. Nase’s 
collegiate success influenced Catone to 
want to wrestle as a Bronc, but financial 
issues made Catone unable to attend 
originally.

He was at Rutgers for a year, but felt 
unhappy there.

“I just didn’t like the whole big 
campus thing,” Catone said. “It was 
just a bad experience there — bounc-
ing around from campus to campus for 
classes.”

After transferring, Catone became 
a two-time conference champion at 
Rider. He holds Rider’s single-season 
record for takedowns with over 100 in 
his senior year, accumulated over 100 
wins at the Division I level and was 
named Rider’s Male Athlete of  the 
Year in 2004.

Catone credits current Associate 
Head Coach John Hangey and Head 
Coach Gary Taylor with not only 
developing his wrestling skills, but also 
helping him with normal college life 
troubles.

“[Division I wrestling] is definitely 
a step up from high school, and you 
need guys like John [Hangey] and Gary 
Taylor to kind of  be there for you when 
you’re at that age and you’re looking up 
to someone and you need just a little bit 
of  guidance,” he said.

Transition to MMA
After graduating, Catone started 

training in jiujitsu for about a year, and 
holds a black belt in the style under 
retired fighter Ricardo Almeida. Some 
of  Catone’s friends dared him into 
doing an MMA fight, and he accepted, 
going straight into a professional fight 
with no experience in amateur MMA 
bouts.

Catone’s first fight took place on 
May 19, 2007, in Atlantic City. He won 
the fight by submission in only 1:23. 
Just a little over a month later, Catone 
was fighting at the Trump Taj Mahal in 
Atlantic City. In front of  nearly 10,000 
people at an event broadcast on pay-
per-view, he won again.

Catone continued his winning ways, 
having his next four bouts for the Ring 
of  Combat promotion and going on to 
win its Middleweight Championship. 

Hall of  Fame Gym 
Catone knew that in order to be 

competitive in MMA, he needed to 
focus on more than just jiujitsu and 
wrestling. On Sept. 18, 2010, Catone 
opened his own personal gym in Brick, 

New Jersey. The gym moved into an 
8,000-square-foot facility about a year 
ago. Instructors, in addition to Catone, 
include Frankie Perez, who recently 
made his UFC debut back in January, 
and Corey Anderson, light heavyweight 
winner on the reality show The Ultimate 
Fighter: Team Edgar vs. Team Penn.

For his gym, Catone was recently 
initiated into the New Jersey MMA 
Hall of  Fame.

“It’s nice to be noticed and inducted 
into the Hall of  Fame after only being 
in business for four years,” Catone said. 
“So that just goes to show the people I 
have around me that have helped out 
through the years helped the gym to get 
where it is.”

Catone says even though nothing 
compares to being inside the octagon 
fighting, he’s getting ready to move 
on to be a full-time coach. Catone has 
visited Rider while training to help 
both himself  and the wrestling team, 
and Hangey feels Catone will make a 
great coach.

“He’s got the right demeanor,” 
Hangey said. “Nick has the personality 
that is necessary to do that.”
 
The UFC

Just 16 months after his first MMA 
fight, Catone got an offer to compete 
with some of  the best fighters in the 
world in the UFC.

“A guy was following me through the 
New Jersey circuits and heard about 
me and watched my fights,” he said. 
“He contacted me and said, ‘If  I can 
get you into the UFC, could I manage 
you?’ and I said ‘Yeah.’ Sure enough, 
a couple of  days later he called up and 
said, ‘I got you a shot.’”

Catone made his UFC debut on Feb. 
7, 2009, against middleweight Derek 
Downey. Catone got his first UFC 
victory, winning by submission in the 
second round.

Catone then went on a two-fight 
losing streak before picking up two 

more victories. After another two losses 
in 2012, including one fight at wel-
terweight, Catone successfully made 
his return to middleweight with a split 
decision win at UFC 169 in February 
2014.

His next fight is scheduled for April 
18 against Vitor Miranda. Catone’s 
game plan will be to get Miranda, a 
kickboxer, down to the ground.

“I’m just going to do what I’ve done 
my whole life, and that’s look to take 
him down,” Catone said. “He’s got 
34 pro kickboxing fights, so he’s more 
comfortable standing up, so it’s going 
to be that chess match of  striker versus 
grappler. I want to take him down to 
my world.”

Injuries
Catone has had more than his fair 

share of  injuries. Hangey said that 
Catone, in fact, had to go through 
many while at Rider.

“His hands were always the issue,” 
Hangey said. “He’d always mess up his 
thumb. He hurt his knee a couple of  
times.”

Injuries continued into his MMA 
days, as Catone says he’s been forced to 
pull from fights because of  them, but 
they’re things a fighter just has to deal 
with.

“I’ve had a torn Achilles, shoulder 
surgery, some back issues,” he said. 
“The wear and tear over the years 
keeps building up. It’s definitely tough.”

To Hangey, Catone’s perseverance 
is what makes him not only a great 
fighter, but also a great role model.

“Injuries, family issues, setbacks — 
he’s persevered more than any athlete I 
have ever met and he’s never let it slow 
him down as far as pursuing his goals 
and dreams,” Hangey said. “There’s 
been so many chances for him to say, 
‘I’m done. I can’t take it anymore,’ and 
he never did.”

Nick Catone, left, squares off against Mark Muñoz in a fight that took place on Aug. 29, 2009, in Portland, Oregon. Catone lost the fight by split decision.
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Nick Catone, ’04, has a decorated Rider wrestling career, winning two conference titles.
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