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MURDER IN MACHINAL
One young woman’s trials and tribulations are 
examined in Rider’s new play. page 6

ACADEMIC ALTERATIONS
Students respond to upcoming changes to the 
Dean’s list. page 8

FINDING A HOME
Transfers from men’s basketball capture Bronc 
spotlight. page 12

By Casey Gale

NEXT fall, students itching to be a cut above peers 
may need to raise the academic bar. In a meet-
ing on Feb. 3, the University Academic Policy 
Committee (UAPC) approved a more rigor-

ous grade point average (GPA) criterion for students 
to make the Dean’s list, according to the UAPC draft 
meeting minutes. 

The change will go into effect in the fall 2015 
semester, and will be applicable to both new and cur-
rent students. 

The Dean’s list, created at the end of  the fall and 
spring semesters to tally the highest achieving stu-
dents, currently includes 644 students in all colleges. 
If  this change were to be retroactively applied, it 
would cut the number of  students on the list down 
to 435, thus creating a more competitive tone for the 
academic honor. The change will be finalized when 
the meeting minutes are approved at the next UAPC 
meeting. 

“The UAPC passed a more uniform set of  require-
ments,” said Dr. David R. Dewberry, communica-
tions professor and UAPC member. “This will be an 
improvement for the students and the reputation of  
Rider University.” 

As the current policy stands, students in the College 
of  Business Administration, School of  Education and 

School of  Liberal Arts 
and Sciences are eligible 
for the Dean’s list con-
tingent on a 3.25 GPA, 
full-time enrollment and 
no grade below a “C.” 

With the change 
applied, students will 
instead need a 3.5 GPA 
to make the cut. 

For students in the 
College of  Continuing 
Studies, students are 
currently required to 
have a 3.5 GPA if  taking 
between six and eight 
credits; a 3.33 GPA if  
taking between nine and 
11 credits; and a 3.25 GPA if  taking 12 or more cred-
its. Continuing Studies students must also stay above 
“C” grades. The new criteria will require a 3.75 GPA 
with six to eight credits; a 3.6 GPA with nine to 11 
credits; and a 3.5 GPA with 12 or more credits. 

 The new policy does not impact students of  
Westminster Choir College, who will continue to need 
a 3.7 GPA, full-time enrollment, no grade lower than 
a “C,” and no “Z” grades to qualify for the Dean’s list. 

Some students are happy to have an added chal-
lenge. 
     “I just feel like Dean’s list is supposed to be the 
select few who do put effort into their schoolwork,” 
said Samantha Traina, sophomore education and 
English major. “Considering that I put in a lot of  
effort, I want to be put in the same bracket as people 
who work just as hard as me.” 

Additional reporting by Alexis Schulz

3.25
3.33

3.50
3.60

3.7
3.75 6-8

credits 9-11
credits

12+
credits

Business Administration,
Education,

Liberal Arts and Sciences

College of Continuing StudiesWCC

G
ra

de
 P

oi
nt

 A
ve

ra
ge

 (G
PA

)

= Old = New

Will you make the new Deans List...?

Raising the bar for academic excellence
The Westminster Symphonic Choir, shown here in a 2012 Carnegie Hall performance, will return to the prestigious venue March 1 to offer Brahms’ Ein deutsches Requiem with the Vienna Philharmonic.

➠ SEE WESTMINSTER
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Symphonic choir 
taking on New York
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T H I S  W E E KN E W S  B R I E F S

PRESIDENT MORDECHAI 
ROZANSKI AND Dr. Gregory 
Dell’Omo, who will become 
Rider’s seventh President 

on Aug. 1, 2015, attended Rider’s 
men’s basketball game on Feb. 
19. The Broncs won 94-83 against 
Quinnipiac. During the first half of 
the game, Rozanski and Dell’Omo 
were recognized for being there to 
cheer on the Broncs. 

Page 2

Crude Car
This is immaturity at its best. 

On Feb. 19 at 3 p.m., a student’s 
vehicle in West Village parking lot 
was discovered by its owner to 
have an offensive drawing etched 
into the snow on the hood of the 
car. The student reported the inci-
dent the next day at 12:30 p.m., 
but no suspects were found.

 

Unwanted Visitor
Not-so-sneaky intruder alert. 

On Feb. 19 at 10:48 p.m., a student 
who was banned from visiting 
Poyda Hall was spotted in the 
building. After Public Safety 
officers responded, the individual 
was located and escorted out of 
the building. The incident has 
been referred to the Office of 
Community Standards.

 

Damaged Doors
Somebody is not a fan of 

doors. On Feb. 18 at 1:40 p.m., it 
was reported that a closet door 
was tampered with in the science 
building. This is the third time this 
has happened to a science build-
ing door. There was no indication 
in any of the three instances that 
entry was made.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Saturday, February 28

SGA Fashion Show
6 p.m. - 9 p.m., Cavalla Room
The Student Entertainment Council presents the 
annual fashion show. Students are invited to attend for 
a night of  fashion and style.

Sunday, March 1

Machinal
2 p.m. - 4:30 p.m., Yvonne Theater
The play examines the limitations of  women trapped 
by responsibilities. Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for students and seniors.

By Stephen Appleblatt

THE first American soldier to be injured in the Iraq War, who later helped lead 
the push to repeal “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” spoke at Rider on Feb. 17.

Eric Alva, an Iraq War veteran and gay rights activist, spoke 
to a group of  students, faculty and community members. He 

explained his journey from serving in the military, to standing next to 
President Obama as he repealed the policy that forced homosexuals 
to hide their sexual preference in order to serve the country.

Coming from a family of  veterans, Alva joined the Marine 
Corps straight out of  high school and served in countries such as 
Somalia and Kuwait before becoming  part of  Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. Not three hours after his unit moved into Iraq on 
March 21, 2003, he stepped on a land mine.

“I tried to move, and I thought I was paralyzed,” 
Alva said. “I didn’t know what my injuries were. 
All I kept thinking was, ‘I’m going to die here. 
I’m going to die here.’” 

As a result of  injuries sustained from the 
explosion, Alva’s right leg was amputated. 
In addition, his right arm and left leg were 
broken. 

After retiring from the military, he 
returned to his home in San Antonio, 
Texas, suffering from post-traumatic 
stress disorder.

“I fell into a depression for about six 
to seven months,” Alva said. “I didn’t do 
anything. I’d speak to one or two people. 
I’d eat and go back to bed again.”

Eventually, his mother pressured him to 
return to college. He chose Our Lady of  the Lake 
University in San Antonio, where he received his 
bachelor of  social work in 2008 and his master of  
social work in 2009. It was there that he began to 
find himself. 

“I was discovering who I was,” Alva said. “I 
was not only disabled now, and of  course, a vet-
eran, but I was also a Hispanic and a gay man.”

When the state of  Texas passed a constitu-
tional amendment that banned same-sex mar-
riage in 2005, Alva was indifferent. 

“I kind of  just shrugged my shoulders and said, 
‘That’s the way it’s always been,’” Alva said. 
“That’s the way it always will be. That’s just 
life.”

However, Alva’s boyfriend encouraged him to 

be more optimistic and told him to contact the Human Rights Campaign. After 
hearing his story, the group told Alva that he would be an ideal person to assist in 

the repeal of  “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.”
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” was a policy enacted in 1993 that did not allow 

gays to serve openly in the military. The passage of  it resulted in the 
removal of  questions about sexual orientation on military applications.

“It was the only law that we had ever passed in this country that liter-
ally forced people, like myself, to go to work every day and lie about 
who you are,” Alva said. “Because if  you didn’t, then you were going 
to lose your job or go to prison.”

Alva started working with Congress in 2006 in an effort to repeal 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” but found no initial success. However, in 2010, 

he received a call from the Human Rights Campaign informing 
him that the U.S. House of  Representatives was going to 

attempt to pass a bill removing that law.
After the bill passed through the House, the Senate 

voted in favor of  the Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell Repeal Act 
of  2010, which then sent the proposal to President 
Barack Obama’s desk. Alva was invited to witness the 
signing of  the repeal into law on Dec. 22, 2010.

“To be next to the president of  the United States 
signing a bill into history was amazing,” Alva said. 
“I still get speechless about it. We changed history. 
Gays were now allowed to serve in the military.”

Today, Alva works at CVS, and plans to 
continue working with veterans who suffer from 
PTSD.

The speech was a “captivating, first-hand 
explanation of  the inequalities that occurred in 

the armed forces,” said audience member Alex 
Molchansky. “It was an eye-opening discussion about 
the victory Eric Alva worked for within the LGBT 
community.”

Alva concluded by saying how fortunate he was in 
comparison to other soldiers who had suffered more 
serious injuries. He emphasized how he believes that 
everyone has the right to be happy.

“Those rights, those freedoms, those liberties, the 
right to work and live where you want, and marry who 
you want, belong to every single man, woman and 
child,” Alva said. 

Additional reporting by Julia Corrigan

Rider asks, Alva tells of making military history

C L A R I F I C A T I O N
In the Feb. 18 issue of  The Rider News in the story, 
“Rider’s melting pot adds flavor to survey results,” 
Dr. Victor Thompson’s quote did not directly reflect 
his concerns about the National Survey of  Student 
Engagement (NSSE). His quotation should have 
included, “Given the relatively limited access to data 
from other institutions because of  the private nature 
of  NSSE, the lack of  clarity around weighting of  
the sample, inappropriate weighting, and the lack of  
variability across institutions, institutional compari-
sons should be taken with a grain of  salt. I wouldn’t 
trust them at all.”

Eric Alva, Iraq war veteran and gay rights activist, speaks to students and faculty  
about his influence in the overturning of the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy. 
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By Shanna O’Mara

RIDER University and Bucks County Community 
College (Bucks) signed an agreement on Feb. 
19 that will allow Bucks students to more easily 
transfer credits into 12 majors, and even into the 

honors program.
“Students can get their associate’s degree then 

transfer all their credits [to Rider] as seamlessly as 
possible,” said Shannon Conte, senior assistant direc-
tor of  transfer admission at Rider. 

Jamie O’Hara, vice president of  enrollment 
management at Rider, emphasized the benefit of  this 
agreement for both institutions, as well as the students 
who take advantage of  such an opportunity. 

“Our collaboration with Bucks dates back to the 
beginning of  its foundation as a community college 50 
years ago, and includes a re-signing of  an institutional 
agreement during the fall of  2013,” he said in a press 
release. “This partnership just continues to get stron-
ger. Although agreements like this are beneficial for 
both institutions, the most important advantage is to 
students who gain improved opportunities to achieve 
their higher education goals.”

Bucks students with the intention of  enrolling at 
Rider are given advising guides which will outline 
their courseload semester by semester for the first two 
years. 

When choosing which majors would be included 
in the agreement, Conte said it took some time to 
analyze which were most popular among students of  
both institutions. 

“There were 13 specific [disciplines] that we felt 
that there’s a good amount of  students in those pro-
grams at Bucks that would be very feasible to transfer 
to Rider, so those programs really fit nicely,” she said.

 Program-to-program transfer arrangements are 
now in the disciplines of  behavioral neuroscience, 
biology, business administration, chemistry, communi-
cations studies, criminal justice, finance, global supply 
chain management, journalism, nursing, psychology, 
sports management, and honors programs.

Rider has formal partnerships with several other 
community colleges, including Brookdale, Burlington, 
Mercer County, Middlesex County, and Raritan 

Valley. Close ties are also kept with 21 other institu-
tions in the area.

 “We have similar agreements with numerous other 
colleges and universities, but this includes our first 
honors-to-honors agreement,” said Ronni November, 
director of  the advising and transfer center at Bucks, 
in a press release. “This means graduates of  our 
‘Honors@Bucks’ program can transfer into Rider’s 
Baccalaureate Honors program.”

Now students can transfer without uncertainty. 
“Students can see exactly what they need to be tak-

ing at the community college so they know what will 
come over to us,” Conte says. 

According to Clayton Railey, Bucks provost, this 
affiliation between the two schools will allow students 
more academic opportunities.

“These agreements with Rider will provide Bucks 
students with a broad range of  opportunities to 
create a seamless transition across a wide variety of  
disciplines that our two schools support,” he said.  
“The scope of  these agreements leaves no discipline 

untouched, from the humanities to the sciences and 
much in between.”

Bucks signed an overall agreement with Rider in 
2013, but Rider has been assisting Bucks with trans-
fers since they created the college in 1965. Bucks 
students are permitted to transfer to Rider if  they 
declare a major during their freshman year and 
complete an associate’s degree at Bucks with a GPA 
of  2.5 or higher. Students who transfer into a program 
will obtain junior status, according to Kristine Brown, 
media relations director. Conte said overall the agree-
ment would be substantial for both institutions, to 
share in learning and academic success.

“[Community colleges] need places to send their 
kids, great institutions that can give them scholarships, 
that can give them the credits they deserve. That we 
are able to do it with an agreement helps both par-
ties,” said Conte.

Additional reporting by Alexis Schulz

Transfer agreement smooths path from Bucks to Rider

Pagels offers up a biblical revelation
By Gianluca D’Elia

THE Book of  Revelation, which has been called 
the strangest book in the Bible, was the topic of  
this year’s Levine History Lecture. On Feb. 18, 
Princeton University professor and award-win-

ning scholar Elaine Pagels discussed how the mysterious 
final chapter of  the Bible has influenced world history. 

Warnings of  the end times, and stories about mon-
sters and beasts have fascinated readers of  the Bible 
for over 2,000 years. Pagels said Revelation is a book 
that has been used often to both support and discredit 
political agendas, and people have frequently applied 
it to struggles and conflicts. The book itself  is also 
rooted in politics. Conflicts that occurred when Rome 
invaded Israel led to prophecies that the second com-
ing of  Jesus Christ would happen soon. 

“It’s a book of  paradoxes and prophetic visions,” 
said Pagels. “But it helps to understand that this book 
was written by someone who was probably a refugee 
from a war in Jerusalem that took place in the first 
century, about 30 years after the death of  Jesus.” 

Pagels’ fascination with controversial writings was 
sparked by religious experiences she had as a 14-year-
old. Despite coming from a generally non-religious 
family, she became passionate about religion after 
going to an Evangelical revival. “It’s sort of  like falling 
in love when you’re 14,” Pagels admitted. However 
she “fell out of  love” with the Evangelical church once 
she was told that her best friend would be sent to hell 
for being Jewish. 

“Years later, I kept thinking that there was some-
thing about the power of  that experience,” she said. 
“Finally, I went back to school to try to find out what 
happened and how the Christian movement really 
started.” Much to Pagels’ surprise, her graduate school 
professors had file cabinets filled with secret gospel 

writings that were not authorized by the Church. Most 
of  the other copies had been burned and destroyed 
as heresy. “And I thought they were fantastic,” Pagels 
said. 

In her research on scripture writings that were 
deemed heretical, Pagels discovered that there were 
also multiple versions of  the Book of  Revelation. She 
showed the audience samples of  these writings. 

For example, the Revelation of  Ezra, written in 95 
C.E., tells the story of  Ezra seeing an angel who tells 
him that the end of  time is coming soon. Ezra wrote 
that he was in Babylon when he had this vision, but he 
was actually in Rome, using “Babylon” as a location 
because he feared speaking against Rome. He felt 
troubled because Zion was completely desolate, while 
Babylon was full of  wealth. Furthermore, the beast 
that is often mentioned in Revelation may have been 
used to represent Nero, the most hated emperor of  
Rome. This reveals some of  the political roots of  the 
book of  Revelation.

In addition to Revelation having a political nature 
itself, it has also been used in arguments for political 
ideas throughout history. Revelation ideas have been 
applied to events such as the bubonic plague epidemic 
in the 14th century, the American Civil War, and 
World War II. Dr. Tim McGee, associate director of  
faculty development, was fascinated by this.

 “The fact that the same text has been cited by par-
ties on opposing sides of  numerous political conflicts 
for over 2,000 years is, in itself, a revelation,” McGee 
said. “Perhaps it speaks to the capaciousness of  the 
text. On the other hand, it could also serve as a fright-
ening indictment of  the limited capacity of  the human 
imagination.”

At its core, Revelation is not merely a collection of  
writings about judgment and the end times. 

“All these different stories were not just revelations 
of  the end of  the world,” Pagels said. “They were 
like resolutions to spiritual crises.” She referred the 
audience to the Revelation of  Zostrianos, in which 
an angel showed Zostrianos eternal light that stopped 
him from killing himself  and relieved his depression. 

Many who read the Bible see Revelation as a mes-
sage of  hope. “In this book, the world is falling apart,” 
Pagels said. “But after that, there is a hopeful message, 
because Revelation ends with hope for a glorious new 
life.” 

News

Elaine Pagels, professor at Princeton University and award-win-
ning scholar, talks to students during the Levine History Lecture.
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From left, Jamie O’Hara, Rider vice president of enrollment management, and Dr. Clayton Railey III, provost of Bucks County 
Community College, shake hands after the agreement of partnership between the two schools for transfer opportunities. 
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By Christopher Brooks

QUADSIA Niaz was in tears when 
she received a phone call per-
taining to an internship opportu-
nity she had always dreamed of. 
Luckily for the senior global 

studies major, they were tears of  joy.
The phone call, which Niaz 

described as “unbelievable,” was from 
the Pakistan Mission to the United 
Nations, where she will accept an 
internship after her graduation in May 
2015.

“At first I couldn’t believe it,” 
Niaz said. “When I get really 
excited, I start crying. It still 
hasn’t quite sunk in yet.”

Niaz was born in 
Rawalpindi, Pakistan, in 1993 
and moved to the United States 
with her family in 1996. Besides 
Niaz’s immediate family, most 
of  her relatives live in Pakistan, 
but she still finds ways to stay in touch.

“It is very easy to stay connected 
through Skype and Facebook.”

 While she has not been to Pakistan 
since 2004, she speaks the Urdu lan-
guage fluently and is well informed on 
the Pakistani culture.

Currently living in Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, Niaz wakes up at 5 a.m. during 
the week to take a three-hour bus ride 
to Rider’s campus. Starting in May, 
Niaz will take a similar journey to the 
U.N. headquarters in New York City, 

every Monday through Friday.
Pakistan has been a part of  the 

United Nations since 1947 and today 
is a charter member, participating in 
all of  the special agencies and orga-
nizations. Pakistan has made a large 
commitment to the U.N. since it joined, 
taking strong stances against inter-
national terrorism and arms control. 
In addition, Pakistan is an active 
contributor to the U.N. peacekeeping 
operations. According to the Pakistan 

Mission to the U.N., Pakistan contrib-
utes over 9 percent of  the U.N.’s total 
peacekeeping deployment with over 
8,000 troops, more than any other 
member.

During her internship, Niaz’s duties 
will include researching with a Pakistan 
U.N. officer. While she does not know 
what she will be researching yet, she 
hopes to work in the terrorism branch 
or in the human rights department. 

Being wheelchair-bound, Niaz 

would like to work with others who 
have disabilities in Pakistan and give 
them the same opportunities she has 
been given.

“Being in a wheelchair, people like 
me [in Pakistan], people with disabili-
ties, they don’t have the opportunity 
to go get an education like I do,” she 
said. “I’ve heard stories of  people who 
die in bed because they don’t have 
the resources they need. For me, my 
ultimate goal is to help provide those 

resources that I have gotten in the 
United States. So they can be an inte-
gral part of  society and contribute.”

According to Niaz, another field she 
would like to be involved with is educa-
tion, which she feels plays an integral 
part in the fight against terrorism.

“Terrorism is a very big issue,” 
she said. “There is a big link between 
education and terrorism. The more 
educated we become, the less terror-
ism there will be in the world. It is 

important for people to learn right 
from wrong. Being Muslim myself, [ter-
rorism] is not a part of  Islam. This is 
not what it teaches.”

Dr. Roberta Fiske-Rusciano, adjunct 
assistant professor of  global studies, 
feels Niaz will be a perfect fit at the 
U.N. headquarters.

“Quadsia’s success at being cho-
sen for the internship for the Pakistan 
Mission to the United Nations has 
made us all in global studies extremely 

happy,” Fiske-Rusciano said. 
“Her academic and personal 
skills will serve her well in this 
post, and the Mission will find 
her an exceptional intern.”

After the completion of  her 
internship, Niaz hopes to con-
tinue her education by receiving 
a master’s in political science 
with a focus on the United 
Nations. She also hopes to apply 

for a job at the U.N.
As her time at Rider comes to a 

close, she feels her experiences at the 
university will help her be successful 
at the Pakistan Mission to the United 
Nations. 

“All of  my classes have prepared me 
to some length,” she said. “I came in as 
an education major and didn’t like it. 
I switched to global studies and now I 
feel the world knowledge will help me 
along the way.”

Uniting nations, one internship at a time
News

‘‘Being in a wheelchair, people like me, people with dis-
abilities [in Pakistan], they don’t have the opportunity to 
go get an education like I do.” 
 Quadsia Niaz, seNior global studies major

505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ

From the classroom
to the corner office.
Ramapo College offers eight accelerated part-time graduate degree programs designed to prepare 
you for the next step in your career. Ramapo’s graduate programs combine classroom and online 
study to allow students to balance their lives and their education. 

Learn more at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1 or 201-684-7270 

Dr. Kathryn Yeaton, Associate Professor of Accounting, and her class engaged in student presentations.

We offer graduate degrees in:
• NEW Master of Social Work
• MBA, Master of Business Administration
• Master of Science in Nursing
• Master of Arts in Sustainability Studies
• Master of Arts in Special Education
• Master of Arts in Liberal Studies
• Master of Science in Educational Technology
• Master of Arts in Educational Leadership

Ranked by U.S. News 
& World Report as one 
of the Best Regional 
Universities North 
category for public 
institutions

Featured in the  
Princeton Review’s  
“Best in the 
Northeast”

Listed by Kiplinger’s as 
one of 100 Best Values 
in Public Colleges

As a College of 
Distinction, Ramapo 
attracts and supports 
engaged students, 
great teaching, a 
vibrant community and 
successful outcomes

GRADUATE OPEN HOUSE 
Thursday, March 12

5:30-6:30pm

Register at: 
www.ramapo.edu/grad1

(Click on link under Upcoming Events)



By Alyssa Naimoli

BRAHMS’ elegy to immortality, written after the 
deaths of  his mother and his friend Robert 
Schumann, will be brought to life by the West-
minster Symphonic Choir in New York. 

Ein deutsches Requiem (A German Requiem) will be per-
formed with the Vienna Philharmonic, conducted by 
Daniele Gatti, at Carnegie Hall on March 1.

“[This performance] at Carnegie Hall continues 
Westminster’s long tradition of  performing with the 
world’s leading orchestras and conductors,” said Anne 
Sears, director of  external affairs at Westminster. 
“This began in 1934 when Leopold Stokowski brought 
The Philadelphia Orchestra to perform Bach’s Mass 
in B minor with the Westminster Choir to celebrate the 
opening of  the Westminster Choir College campus in 
Princeton.”

Since 1934, the Westminster Symphonic Choir has 
performed with such orchestras and conductors almost 
annually, sometimes doubling performances per year. 

“These performances are very special opportunities 
for Westminster students, since all of  them will per-
form in many of  the Symphonic Choir’s performances 
when they’re students,” Sears said. “Westminster is the 
only college that can guarantee its students that they 
will perform at such a professional level.”

The Westminster Symphonic Choir combines the 
talents of  the juniors, seniors and graduate students 
on campus with the professional players of  the Vienna 
Philharmonic, one of  the premier European orches-
tras. The conductor helping to prepare them for their 
New York show is Westminster’s Dr. Joe Miller, the 
department chair. 

The performance promises to be the experience of  
a lifetime for the choir students of  Westminster as they 
perform the world famous requiem at Carnegie Hall.

Unlike most requiems, which have prescribed 
liturgical texts that remember and honor the souls of  
the dead, Ein deutsches Requiem draws its text from bibli-
cal passages selected by Brahms. It brings more of  a 
celebratory feeling to the members of  the Westminster 
Symphonic Choir.

“When we think of  requiems, we usually think of  
something that memorializes the dead,” said Vinroy 
Brown, a senior member of  the choir. “This one pays 
homage to the living. Singing this work is like familiar-
izing yourself  with an old friend.”

The performance offers the audience a variety of  
instruments and voices as they listen to the beautifully 
composed German work. The audience can expect a 
deep and diverse performance because “both parties 
can be at a chilling hush, but can also roar like a lion 
when turned loose,” said Brown.

“The audience can expect a well-polished perfor-
mance that is a result of  a lot of  preparation time,” 
Brown said. “Audiences can also expect an emotion-
ally charged performance of  this monumental work.”

The German piece will demonstrate the master 
performing skills that the Symphonic Choir has to 
share as the audience goes through the emotional 

movements of  the work with the choir. Singers hope 
the piece will bring a wave of  joy over the audience as 
it echoes through the hall.

“I am absolutely in love with the fourth, fifth and 
seventh movements of  the work,” Brown said. “They 
each carry traits that Brahms is known for. And it’s 
just so much fun to sing.”

Though this opportunity is monumental for the 
Symphonic Choir, it is only the first of  many that the 
choir has to offer. 

“This is our busiest year in a while, and it’s so excit-
ing,” Brown said. “This season includes performances 
with the New Jersey Symphony Orchestra, three per-
formances with the Philadelphia Orchestra and this 
performance with the Vienna Philharmonic.”

The performance will be on March 1 at Carnegie Hall at 
2 p.m.
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Westminster Symphonic Choir performed Mahler’s Symphony No. 2 with the Berlin Philharmonic, conducted by Simon Rattle, at Carnegie 
Hall in 2012. This year’s choir will be performing at Carnegie Hall March 1, singing Brahms’ Ein deutsches Requiem (A German Requiem) with 
the Vienna Philharmonic and conductor Daniele Gatti. 
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Westminster Symphonic Choir takes on New York 

Rider’s free, two-day mini-course on the lively art and history of 
animated films. New frames of reference guaranteed.

Wednesday, March 4, 10:30 a.m.-11:10 p.m.; Thursday, March 5, 8:20 a.m.-10 p.m.
Details at rider.edu/fmsSweigart Auditorium

Screenings, guest experts and student presentations on Disney, animé, claymation, Pixar, Fox, 
experimental films, psychology, graduate study and careers. 

sym·po·si·um
sim pōˊzē ǝm

an·i·ma·tion
an´i māˊshǝn
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By Esther Folaranmi

REALITY TV was brought to the Bart 
Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater 
stage on Feb. 21 with Rider’s new-
est event, The View.

Prior to the hosts taking the stage, 
The View began to fulfill its promise of  
audience interaction. Evan Gurman, 
president of  the Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC), gave audience mem-
bers a chance to voice their opinions 
on what topics they wanted to hear the 
hosts discuss. 

The audience-generated topics 
ranged from lighthearted to serious. 
Several of  these topics were discussed 
by the hosts, including ideas about the 
Brian Williams situation, the Oscars, 
and abstinence from sex until marriage.

Hosts Nick Barbati, Donte Carty, 
Christine Mehlhorn and John Mozes 
were well prepared to take on the 
topics. 

The hosts opened up the show 
with a segment called hot topics. The 
subjects were Bruce Jenner and his 
transformation, Emoji users having bet-
ter sex, Fifty Shades of  Grey, and Bobbi 
Kristina Brown, as well as the topics the 
audience suggested. 

 The hosts first tackled the topic of  
Bruce Jenner and his transition into a 
woman. The hosts presented a variety 
of  perspectives on the subject. 

Nick Barbati commended Jenner 
for embracing his sexuality, but he then 
condemned him, saying, “[Jenner] is 
exploiting the transgender community 
for attention and money.” 

Barbati explained that Jenner was 
waiting to reveal an interview with 
Diane Sawyer in which he discusses 
his sexuality. However, there are many 
who could benefit from someone 
of  his celebrity status speaking out 
on the issues facing the transgender 
community. 

The discussion on Fifty Shades of  
Grey garnered a loud response from the 
audience, and if  they were surprised 
by the willingness of  the hosts to go 
there, it was not evident. Barbati and 
Mehlhorn also shared funny anecdotes 
that got the audience laughing. 

Once the hot topics segment was 
over, the first guest was introduced. 
Cheryl Ojeda, owner of  Sweetly 
Spirited Cupcakes, led the audience 

through her baking process. She then 
presented the hosts with ready-made 
cupcakes. 

A special cupcake was made for 
Barbati, a surprise organized for his 
birthday. The audience sang along 
with the hosts, and Barbati blew out his 
candle.

Barbati was flattered by this gesture 
from the audience.

“You guys keep me young, and I 
hope you guys enjoy the programs we 
put on,” said Barbati.

Amber Marchese, a breast cancer 
survivor and star of  Real Housewives of  
New Jersey, was the next guest. Marchese 
discussed how being on the show 
opened up many doors and provided 
her with a platform to share her story.

Her advice to the females in the 
audience was to be vigilant and exam-
ine the breasts and ovaries regularly. 
For those with a family history of  breast 
cancer, she advised getting a BRCA, a 
blood test that is used to determine the 
likelihood of  developing the cancer. She 
encouraged audience members to never 
dismiss any lumps or anything unusual 
they might find, and to always check 
with at least two doctors before accept-
ing any diagnoses. 

Marchese’s story touched audience 

members. Christina Leib, a freshman 
human resources and management 
major, was especially moved, as her 
mother, too, is a breast cancer survivor. 

 “Mrs. Marchese was phenomenal,” 
Leib said. “She was so personable and 
she relayed a great message to Rider.” 

The hosts informed Marchese 
that $1,000 was to be donated in her 
name to the American Breast Cancer 
Association. 

Marisa Liza Pell, an intuitive/
medium and relationship expert, who 
hosts 920 AM, The Voice radio show, 
was the final guest. She advised the 
audience not to rush into relationships, 
warning against falling into a pattern of  
bad relationships. 

The night ended sweetly as audi-
ence members received cupcakes from 
Ojeda’s store as take-away gifts. In 
addition, the first 100 audience mem-
bers were able to receive I Love College: 
Club Carnival tickets. 

With such a successful evening, 
Barbati hopes The View will return to 
Rider.

 “It’s really a decision up to the 
SEC,” he said. “But I’d be shocked 
if  The View didn’t become a frequent 
fixture on campus.” 

Hosts Donte Carty, John Mozes, Christine Mehlhorn and Nick Barbati took to the stage to talk 
about hot topics such as Bobbi Kristina Brown, Fifty Shades of Grey and Bruce Jenner during Rider’s 
version of The View. 
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Murder and mayhem
By Samantha Brandbergh

RIDER University’s musical theater 
program will take crowds on an 
emotional ride filled with passion, 
drama and murder in the upcom-

ing production of  Machinal. 
Written by Sophie Treadwell and 

inspired by one of  the most famous mur-
der cases of  the 20th century, Machinal 
will bring the disturbing and tormented 
mind of  Ruth Snyder, convicted mur-
derer, to the Yvonne theater stage from 
Feb. 25 to March 1.

Nominated 
for four Tony 
Awards, this 
play, running 
approximately 
100 minutes, 
is told in an 
expressionistic 
style and will delve into the 
world of  restraint and demands many 
women in the 20th century faced.

Machinal follows a young, socially 
alienated woman who works as a stenog-
rapher and lives with her mother, with 
whom she has an unsatisfying and dam-
aged relationship. She unwillingly fol-
lows society’s harsh rules and eventually 
gives in to marrying her boss, George 
H. Jones. Shortly after, her life begins 
to spin out of  control. This chaos in her 
life drives her to murder her husband 
and she is then put on trial.

Upon seeing a production, professor 
of  theater and director Miriam Mills felt 
the need to give this play the recognition 
it deserved. 

“I saw this play recently on Broadway 
with the Roundabout Theatre Company 
and felt that the choices they made 
missed the mark, and that the play 
deserved a wiser artistic focus than the 

one given in New York,” she said. “I 
wanted to see if  I could pull it off.” 

The lead character, appropriately 
credited as “Young Woman,” is being 
portrayed in a much different light in 
the Rider University production, Mills 
said. 

“The New York ‘Young Woman’ 
played by Zita Johann is completely 
different than the one being played 
by [freshman] Mary Foster,” she said. 
“Mary is much younger and the woman 
in the New York production is much 

more experienced and considerably 
older. Nevertheless, Mary has amazing 
energy, passion and heart. She is doing a 
wonderful job for such a difficult role.”

Mills notes that this production will 
feature many more theatrical elements, 
including the addition of  music and 
choreography not used in past versions. 

“We have created a Greek chorus 
of  sorts that dances and observes the 
action,” she said. “We are using 30 
students from both the theater and musi-
cal theater tracks in this show. Adding a 
Greek chorus when none is written into 
the play requires a great deal of  creative 
choices.” 

The addition of  this Greek chorus is 
something that student choreographer 
Sean Cackoski agrees will set this show 
apart. 

“Including a movement chorus makes 
it unique,” he said. “It echoes the chorus 

used in Greek theater. I think that it 
would be more effective for you to see 
the show than for me to try and water 
down the complex and exciting work of  
the many artists working on this produc-
tion. It deserves to be seen, not imag-
ined from afar.”

Cackoski describes choreographing 
this play as a “fun challenge.” 

“When adding an element such as a 
movement ensemble, one has to be dili-
gent in making sure that the movement 
complements the action of  the play,” 

he said. “We have tried 
a lot of  things, some 
which worked beauti-
fully, and some which 
did not. Of  course we 
changed what did not. It 
has been particularly fun 
to see what the danc-
ers contribute to the 

movement.”
With the many intricacies of  

Machinal, the cast and crew were all 
faced with challenges in the coming 
together of  the production.

“This play is different as it might be 
the hardest play I have ever worked on,” 
Mills said. “We are doing the play in an 
expressionistic style, which is very chal-
lenging for the students. Since the play 
is being told from the ‘Young Woman’s’ 
perspective, everything is slightly dis-
torted,” she explained. 

Even with these obstacles, the play 
promises to be something the audiences 
won’t soon forget. 

“The audience can expect to be taken 
on a journey with the ‘Young Woman’ 
that is heartfelt and tragic,” Cackoski 
said. “And of  course [the play] is full of  
beautiful and exciting images.”

Matthew Fairlee plays the Adding Machine Clerk. His other roles in the play  include 
Abortion Man and Court Reporter 1.

A Greek-style movement chorus has been added by director Miriam Mills. 

Dakota Judge is Telephone Girl in Machinal, a play that centers on the restrictions of women during the 20th century. It will run 
from Feb. 25 - March 1 in the Yvonne Theater. 
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The View receives sweet review

Machinal performances in the Yvonne Theater:
Feb. 25  — 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 26 — 7:30 p.m.
Feb. 27 — 7:30 p.m.

Feb. 28 —2 p.m.
Feb. 28 — 7:30 p.m.
March 1 — 2 p.m.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-
7775  
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.

I Love College: Club Carnival looks to revamp 
one of Rider’s favorite events with an array of 
surprises. The party starts Feb. 28 at 10 p.m.
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Party promises plenty of over-the-top surprises
By Rena Carman

RIDER’S favorite dance party, I Love 
College, comes to the Cavalla 
Room for the fourth time on Feb. 
28 at 10 p.m., but this time with a 

few unexpected twists and a new name: 
I Love College: Club Carnival.

This semester, with the help of  the 
two special event chairs of  the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC), senior 
public relations major Lindsey Kuhl 
and senior sociology major Alison 
Knepple, the event promises to bring a 
whole new aspect to the college party. 

Even though the name is Club 
Carnival, students should expect some-
thing other than cotton candy and 
quirky games. 

“This isn’t your typical carnival,” 
said Kuhl. “As for what we will be hav-
ing, everyone will have to come and see 
for themselves.”

Playing the mystery card, Kuhl 

and Knepple hope to “surpass stu-
dent expectations” so the event will be 
enjoyed even more than the previous 
college parties.

The event planners are tight-lipped 
on what surprises are in store for stu-
dents who attend. 

“It’s going to have the same club 
atmosphere,” Knepple said. “But with 
so much more.”

But the premise is not the only detail 
that students should focus on.

“There will be more to this event 
than ever before,” Knepple said. “I 
don’t want to give too much away, but 
let’s just say this I Love College experi-
ence will be very difficult to top.” 

The I Love College events have been 
some of  the most successful fall events 
in the past few years. However, this 
time, the event has been scheduled in 
the spring semester to put “a new spin 
on things,” according to Kuhl. Nick 

Barbati, assistant director of  campus 
life, further commented, saying this 
time around, the event would be taken 
to “an entirely new level.”

“I Love College has a big reputation 
on our campus,” Knepple said. “I have 
been on the council since the beginning 
of  the I Love College parties, so I wanted 
to make sure that I went above and 
beyond for my last semester here.” 

Barbati concurs that this event goes 
beyond the typical expectations.

“I think the event is going to be 
completely over-the-top and truly 
memorable,” he said.

Since the fall semester had the 
MAGIC! concert, the SEC wanted 
something unique to enhance the 
spring semester. 

“We wanted to plan an event that 
was something Rider has never seen 
before,” Kuhl said. “And that’s exactly 
what Club Carnival will be.” 

Doors open at 10 p.m. Tickets are 
available on Feb. 26 and 27 from 11:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke 
Center Leadership Suite.

‘‘The audience can expect to be taken on a journey with 
the Young Woman that is tragic and heartfelt.” 
 Sean CaCkoSki, Senior
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Dean’s list grade 
not just a letter
IMAGINE a world where students 

were actually expected to behave 
like students. Picture a situation 
where we all go to class, do our 

homework and, for some reason, 
decide to study. We’d be recognized 
for being good students and would be 
able to wear a real sense of  pride. 

With the current Dean’s list sys-
tem in place, however, nearly half  of  
everyone at Rider feels like a good 
student, wearing faux honor and 
waiting at the end of  a semester for 
a letter bearing the words “Dean’s 
list” to post on the fridge.

For some students, the academic 
scales are about to shift. Starting 
Fall 2015, Rider will eliminate the 
policy that students with a 3.25 GPA 
and no C’s in their grades in a given 
semester make the Dean’s list. Now, 
students will need a 3.5 or higher to 
have their name beside the illustri-
ous title. This change will rewrite 
the list’s percentages and remove the 
names of  a borderline group. In fall 
2012, 47 percent of  Rider students 
were honored with positions on the 
Dean’s list. The required new GPA 
will cut that number dramatically. 
And cutting the number will mean 
increasing the prestige for those that 
remain.

It might make sense that some 
would be angered by this academic 
alteration. However, it is worth rec-
ognizing that these changes will be 
beneficial for all parties.

Requiring a 3.25 for Dean’s 
list is not exclusive or competitive. 
Many schools, including TCNJ and 
Rutgers, already require a 3.5 for 
a spot on their lists. That means 
reaching the Dean’s list is a stretch, 
so students who make it can feel 
proud. Rider’s change is not revolu-
tionary or diverse — it’s one that’s 
simply helping us catch up. 

According to The College 
Solution, the national average GPA 
in 2010 was a 3.1. In private schools,  
the website says, a 3.3 is to be 
expected and therefore average. For 
the requirement for the Dean’s List 
at Rider, a private university, to be 
3.25 is to celebrate the norm. While 
a 3.25 requires hard work, it is not 
a sign of  high academic excellence. 
When so many people are packed 
into this prestige, it no longer feels 
special. If  nearly half  of  us are at 
the same level of  excellence, half  of  
us are about average.

To our surprise, many students 
are grateful that the university is 
enacting this change. Students can 
finally feel accomplished when they 
hold that letter in their hands.

“I have a really high GPA,” said 
Jadessa Shann, a secondary educa-
tion and English major. “I’m not 
saying that certain people don’t work 
hard. But at the same time, you want 
to be recognized for your achieve-
ments and not lumped in with 
everybody else. I feel like it makes it 
more exclusive. It makes you feel like 
you’ve achieved more.”

By increasing the requirement, 
Rider will forcibly awaken students’ 
drive. We can’t sit around, expecting 
our letters to come as they always 
do. We’ll actually have to go to class, 
do homework, and study. This is a 
method for Rider to motivate us to 
behave like actual college students. 
We’ll have to work harder to make 
Dean’s list, and it will actually feel 
like an accomplishment if  we get 
that letter. This academic honor no 
longer means “average,” but will 
require us to put in a more than 
average amount of  effort.

Still, these higher GPA standards 
are only being held to the Dean’s 
list. To graduate with cum laude 
status, a Latin honor, students still 
only need a 3.25. 

Changing the Dean’s List is one 
step, but it is inconsistent to still 
honor average students at gradua-
tion. At TCNJ, students need a 3.6 
to graduate as cum laude. At Rider, 
it’ll take a 3.5 to get that letter home, 
but still only 3.25 for a high honor 
at graduation. In Rider’s effort to 
praise academic skill, more work is 
still needed.

If  the new changes had been 
implemented in fall 2014, the 644 
liberal arts and sciences students 
who made the Dean’s list would be 
reduced to 435. However, students 
need to understand that our univer-
sity is not enacting these changes 
to punish us or to make certain 
students feel inferior. Rider is ris-
ing to the challenge and standing 
toe-to-toe with other colleges whose 
minimums have been higher than its 
own. Rider is making the Dean’s list 
more selective and, therefore, more 
of  an honor.

If  any student is really angered 
by this new policy, the catharsis is 
simple: work harder. The Dean’s list 
exists as a way to recognize students 
who go above and beyond for their 
good grades. Students can still reach 
the higher standards, proving that 
it isn’t impossible. As students, we’ll 
just have to be more than average 
– now, we’ll have to be a bit more 
academically excellent. 

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 

Opinion

AS Americans, there are few rights 
that we hold dear more than our 
right to free speech; the right 
to say what we want, where we 

want, when we want. Granted, this 
freedom can be taken too far, but for the 
most part, our right to express our feel-
ings and views without fear of  backlash 
is what sets our society apart from many 
others in the world, and in no place is 
this right more sacred and valuable than 
in the classroom. 

As students and professors, we have 
the right to examine, analyze and ques-
tion any topic or theory as long as we 
are able to provide evidence to rein-
force our claims. However, there are 
some who believe that professors should 
shy away from expressing their personal 
views and opinions in the classroom. 
Of  course there are laws that protect 
faculty at most universities, including 
Rider. Members of  the faculty who 
are tenured cannot be terminated for 
covering material that is contrary to 
beliefs held by students. However, the 
protection that these clauses give is not 
as far-reaching as you might think.

Dr. Jeffrey Halpern, associate profes-
sor of  sociology, as well as chief  nego-
tiatiing officer for the local chapter of  
the American Association of  University 
Professors (AAUP), believes that the 
biggest threat to academic freedom 
in the classroom stems from the lack 
of  job security held by “contingent” 
faculty (adjuncts). 

“The single greatest obstacle across 
the whole country is the fact that there 
are so many people teaching on these 
contingent contracts, so even when they 

are teaching in a good climate, they 
don’t know who they will offend,” said 
Halpern. “And it’s not only the stu-
dents; they may offend a colleague, they 
may offend the dean, so it’s always in 
the back of  your mind.” 

The college in which a contingent 
faculty member is employed can choose 
not to renew his or her contract if  an 
issue arises in which a student or mem-
ber of  the community takes offense at 
the views or material. No reason has to 
be given, as it is not technically a termi-
nated contract of  a tenured professor. 
A university simply needs to state that it 
decided not to offer the course.

This dilemma leads to a large num-
ber of  adjuncts choosing not to cover 
topics that may cause offense, leading 
to what Halpern refers to as the “self-
censorship of  the classroom.” With 
the threat of  losing vital income, an 
adjunct is more likely to avoid contro-
versial topics altogether than to roll the 
dice and hope that a student or peer 
does not have an issue with his or her 
view. This practice causes students to 
miss out on material that may broaden 
their own perspectives on a topic, 
making the overall goal of  college and 
academic pursuit null and void. 

As students, it is our duty to actively 
share free thinking in the classroom. 
The diverse views and backgrounds 
of  students and professors around the 
globe are what make college the learn-
ing experience it is. Let’s promote free 
speech in the classroom, not silence it.

-Kevin Pell
Sophomore journalism major

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernews@rider.edu

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the edi-
tor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone 
number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individu-
als or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor for length, 
clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. 
Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which 
may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or 
hand deliver to Ridge House. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding 
publication.
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Football: Punt 
on this one
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Locally grown food at Daly’s fuels Broncs’ brains
NOW, more than ever, people are aware of  what 

foods they consume, where their meals come 
from, and the practices used to produce them.

Organic and local food has become a 
hot topic. Local food refers to the food cycle where 
production, processing, distribution and consump-
tion are all consolidated into a small area. The goal 
of  eating locally is to ensure that profits stay within 
the local community, and that the members of  that 
community are consuming quality food.

As eating local gains more attention, more people 
desire high quality food, and Rider is making an 
effort to satisfy those requests. All produce, bagels 
and bread, and ice cream products in Daly’s come 
from businesses in New Jersey and neighboring 
states. Students can see just where every bite of  
their salad was grown, thanks to information that 
is posted at Daly’s salad bar. Rider is setting an 
impressive example by embracing fresh, local ingre-
dients, and many other institutions and restaurants 
are also choosing to hop on this bandwagon.

The growth and operation of  food cooperatives, 
or co-ops, is helping to make this way of  life a real-
ity. A co-op is a food market that is owned and oper-
ated by a group of  consumers, rather than outside 
shareholders. The consumers voice their opinions 
and make all decisions concerning production and 
distribution. Honey Brook Organic Farm is one of  
New Jersey’s own co-ops located in Pennington, 
about 15 minutes from both of  Rider’s campuses. 
This farm has been providing Garden State resi-
dents with locally grown produce since 1991. 

But what does all this have to do with us at 
Rider University? We all need to eat in order to 
survive, and no one wants to eat low-quality foods. 
The old saying, “You are what you eat,” rings true, 
particularly in our fast-food consuming society that 
is plagued by disease. The only way to overcome 
this epidemic of  consuming processed foods is to 
open our eyes to the effect that eating frozen meals 
packed with preservatives has on our bodies. Armed 
with knowledge and awareness, everyone can make 

conscious decisions about what they eat.
Students who consume processed, unhealthy 

foods may be lacking in essential nutrients, which 
can affect academic performance. Web MD states 
that “inadequate nutrition can lead to unexplained 
fatigue, apathy and irritability.” It’s vital for students 
to fuel their minds with healthy foods.

Food may be a necessity of  life, but our world 
has moved further away from our ancestors’ diets 
of  fresh food. However, we are now moving back to 
our roots and learning more about what it means to 
consume quality food. Rider is making great strides 
by providing fresh, locally grown food to its students, 
but it is up to us to put those foods on our plates and 
into our mouths. Next time you’re in Daly’s, take a 
look at the information posted about the foods in 
front of  you. You might just find yourself  opting for 
a fresh, local apple instead of  another helping of  
fries — and your body may just thank you.

-Kevin Miller
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

FACE-OFF

Finances can be 
tackled head-on

ONE of  the biggest complaints from 
sports fans at Rider University is 
its lack of  a football team. Most 
prospective college students, who 

are fresh off of  the intensity of  their high 
school championship games and Friday 
Night Lights’ delight, are disappointed 
that Rider will never provide them with 
this weekly opportunity for excitement. 
Which brings up the question: Would 
Rider benefit from a football team?

No, there is simply no practical rea-
son for Rider to embrace a football pro-
gram. While a successful program may 
instill a notion of  pride in the student 
body, climbing to the top of  the foot-
ball mountain would be an expensive 
process. The immediate ramifications 
would likely include increased tuition 
and lesser academic scholarships, as the 
university would need to direct a large 
portion of  its economic resources to 
building the program.

Brian Burnsed of  the NCAA notes 
only 20 Division I football programs 
make money. He writes that those 
20 programs make up 16 percent of  
Division I football. As a Division I 
school, Rider would likely belong to the 
84 percent generating more expense 
than revenue. Burnsed reports that 
while the revenue generated at schools 
with football has increased since 2004, 
the expenditures have climbed at a 
faster rate, which likely means football 
will continue to cost colleges more than 
it brings in. 

Burnsed’s statistics display that not 
only do few colleges generate more 
money than football costs, but the 
rate of  expenses are also climbing. 
Building a program during a time when 
the price of  the sport is increasing is 
not a good idea. Rider could always 
take a cheaper route and put a mod-
est amount of  money into football to 
appease students. However, the likeliest 
scenario would be the eventual demise 
of  the program when money is needed 
elsewhere. The smartest path to take 
would be to dump a large amount of  
money into a top-of-the-line coach, 
who could then help the school recruit 

the strongest class possible. In addi-
tion, the incoming class would have 
to all play extremely well and give the 
university a competitive first season 
to make Rider an attractive place for 
more recruits. The recruits would have 
to become instant fan favorites so Rider 
could begin marketing and selling mer-
chandise to help offset the costs.

Even if  the program were to find 
immediate success and begin bringing 
in revenue, it is not necessarily a given 
that Rider’s campus would be entirely 
interested in attending games. Yes, 
there would be a decent number of  stu-
dents who would enjoy going to watch 
the games, but many others would be 
angry over the increased tuition and 
smaller scholarships. This could result 
in a divide amongst the student body, 
rather than a pride felt by all.

In the situation in which Rider’s 
program is not successful because the 
first class of  recruits falters, Rider 
would find it difficult to bring in stron-
ger players in the future and would 
likely have to end the program. In that 
scenario, Rider would have wasted a lot 
of  money.

-Thomas Regan
Sophomore journalism major

AS a student, I love to go watch the 
Broncs whenever I get the chance 
and cheer them on. I would love 
it if  Rider would reinstate the 

football program. It’s something that I’m 
sure has been discussed before, but with 
a new president ready to take the reins, 
the conversation needs to be had. 

We don’t need a huge stadium or 

a $10 million training facility. Rider’s 
new president, Gregory Dell’Omo, is 
coming from Robert Morris University, 
which has a Division III football team. 
With a new president, we could open 
up a conversation about expanding 
Rider’s soccer and field hockey field 
seating.

Another concern is having to dish 
out thousands of  dollars on football 
scholarships, but a possible solution 
would be to start off  as a Division III 
football program, which does not hand 
out athletic scholarships.

An example of  how the addition of  
a football program can be beneficial is 
Shenandoah University, a small school 
in Winchester, Virginia. Shenandoah 
added a football program in 2000, and 
after six years, it was able to build three 
new residence halls, and campus life 
has been energized by the sport. 

“At a time when the image of  major 

college football has been sullied by aca-
demic, recruiting and sexual violence 
scandals — and as some prominent 
colleges eliminate football to cope with 
federal gender equity regulations for 
athletics — many smaller institutions 
have embraced the sport. Since their 
football players generally do not receive 
scholarships and are not blue-chip 
recruits, officials at small colleges say 
the players tend to exhibit less of  a 
sense of  entitlement, leading to fewer 
academic and discipline problems,” 
according to The New York Times on July 
10, 2006.

Others argue that by adding a 
football program, Rider would have 
to waste an unfathomable amount of  
money to sustain it. But according 
to the equity in athletics data analy-
sis from the Office of  Postsecondary 
Education of  the U.S. Department 
of  Education, Shenandoah typically 
spends $99,910 on operating expenses 
for football. Rider spends more money 
in operating expenses in three differ-
ent sports: men’s basketball ($173,091), 
women’s basketball ($162,259), and 
baseball ($104,192). 

Title IX, the amendment that elimi-
nates gender discrimination in sports, 
presents another obstacle. But there 
are simple solutions. Rider could add a 
women’s sport, such as golf  or lacrosse, 
give those female athletes scholarships, 
and potentially be closer to fulfilling 
Title IX requirements. If  we add a 
football team and generate a profit, that 
could open the door for more athletic 
programs, especially for women.

Naysayers will keep insisting that 
Rider can’t reinstate a football program 
because of  x, y and z reasons, but I 
believe there is a lot of  potential in 
doing this. It can be done if  the interest 
from the higher-ups is strong enough. 
We don’t need to be spending as much 
money as bigger schools such as the 
University of  Alabama or Ohio State 
University, but Dell’Omo presents a 
new opportunity for change.

-Carlos Toro
Sophomore journalism major
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T R AC K  & F I E L D

Women second, men fourth at MAACs
By Thomas Albano

THE track and field teams competed at the MAAC 
Championship in New York City on Feb. 21. 
Rider’s women finished second of  eight teams 
and the men placed fourth of  seven. This is also 

the third year in a row that the women’s team finished 
second.

Head Coach Bob Hamer was pleased with the 
women’s team, but felt the men’s team could have had 
just as good a finish.

“The women performed very well in many areas, 
and I’m really proud that they were able to finish sec-
ond,” Hamer said. “Quinnipiac had a great meet and 
they were charging hard for us, but we were able to 
accumulate enough points to hold them off. The men 
underperformed as a team in the meet. In order for us 
to maximize our team placement and points, we need 
strong contributions from all event areas, and we had 
some areas where we came up short and it affected 
our overall point total.”

Top performers for the women’s team included 
senior jumper Taylor Harmon, who finished first in 
the high jump with a height of  1.65 meters, and junior 
distance runner Nicolette Mateescu, who finished 
second in the 5000-meter run in 17:03.44, a Rider 
record. Mateescu also placed fourth in the 3000-meter 
run with a time of  10:18.18.

Mateescu felt her performance proved that she was 
able to deal with her pre-game jitters.

“Finishing second in the 5000-meter was really 
exciting,” Mateescu said. “I was nervous going into 

the race, but everything settled down once the gun 
went off, and I just tried to stay with the front pack. 
They helped me through the race because it is easier 
when you have people to run with. I wasn’t sure how 
the 3000-meter was going to go, but it was very excit-
ing to end up in fourth place.”

Other showings included freshman sprinter 
Cleopatra Morrison, who placed third in both the 
60-meter and 200-meter dashes with respective times 
of  7.67 seconds and 25.88 seconds. Freshman thrower 
Stephanie Lombardo placed third in the shot put 
with a distance of  12.79 meters and freshman hurdler 
Lexie Fraction finished third in the 60-meter hurdles 
in 8.83 seconds. 

The women’s distance medley relay team, made up 
of  junior distance runners Emily Ritter and Stephanie 
Welte, freshman sprinter Victoria Brewer and senior 
sprinter Ashley Edwards, finished third in 11:50.44.

On the men’s side of  competition, senior thrower 
George Solujich won the shot put with a distance of  
16.81 meters, earning praise from Hamer after a long 
contest.

“George Solujich winning the shot put on his last 
throw was tremendous,” Hamer said. “He was one of  
the few that answered the bell when challenged by his 
opponents. He struggled a bit with his first five throws, 
but he was able to do what was necessary to win the 
event on his last throw.”

Other key performances came from two pole 
vaulters — senior Anthony DeFranco and sophomore 
Erik Adamcik. They placed second and third, both 

finishing with a height of  4.8 meters. Sophomore dis-
tance runner Jonathan Jackson finished second in the 
800-meter run with a time of  1:50.53.

Hamer noted that other teams constantly stepped 
up.

“We need more depth on the teams and more con-
sistent and impactful scoring in all event areas if  we 
wish to contend for the MAAC title,” he said. 

The next scheduled indoor meet is a Last Chance 
event on Feb. 27, before Rider goes to Boston for the 
IC4A/ECAC Championships on March 6-8, where 
its men will compete in 14 events and its women will 
compete in five. The first scheduled meet of  the out-
door season is the Lafayette Invitational on March 28.

Hamer feels confident that his team will make 
progress as the weeks go by.

“We had a solid indoor season up to this point,” 
Hamer said. “We need to improve some areas but we 
will work on that as we approach the outdoor season. 
Our attention turns to the athletes that are compet-
ing at the ECAC/IC4A Championships. We have a 
quality group that has a chance to do very well in two 
weeks.”

 

B A S E B A L L

Starters sharp, as Rider splits 
opening games in North Carolina
By Thomas Regan

THE baseball team headed 
down to Buies Creek, North 
Carolina, to open its season 
at the Campbell Invitational, 

where the Broncs were swept by 
Campbell, but won both contests 
against Virginia Tech.

In the bottom of  the first inning 
against Campbell (5-2), Rider 
struggled in the field, commit-
ting two errors to help give the 
Fighting Camels an early 2-0 lead.

Rider (2-2) was then unable 
to take advantage of  a leadoff  
single by senior outfielder Greg 
Fazio in the second and Campbell 
strung four hits together, adding 
two more runs to push their lead 
to 4-0. The score remained there 
until the seventh inning.

In the top half  of  the seventh, 
Rider was able to generate some 
offense after a Fazio single and 
a walk issued to junior infielder 
Patrick Murphy set the Broncs up 
with first and second and nobody 
out. Campbell then retired the 
next two batters before junior out-
fielder James Locklear reached on 
a throwing error and Rider scored 
its first run of  the season. 

In the next at bat, senior third 
baseman Nick Richter was hit by a 
pitch to load the bases and senior 
shortstop Mike Parsons ripped a 
double to left field and brought 
all three runs in to tie the score at 
four. 

The score didn’t hold for long, 
as the Campbell offense exploded 
for seven runs over the next two 
innings and retired the Broncs in 
order in the ninth inning to win 
the game 11-4.

Rider was able to find more 
success against Virginia Tech (3-4), 
as senior right-hander Kurt Sowa 
toed the rubber for the Broncs and 
pitched six innings of  two-run ball.

Despite a rocky start that saw 
Sowa give the Hokies a 2-1 lead, 
he settled in, surrendering just two 
hits across three scoreless innings, 
while the Broncs enjoyed a two-
run fourth inning to move ahead 
3-2. 

Virginia Tech managed to tie 
the score at three in the eighth 
inning, eliminating Sowa from 
receiving a decision. However, 
in the bottom half  of  the inning, 
Rider’s Locklear was walked and 
stole second, later scoring on what 
would be the game-deciding base 
hit off  the bat of  Justin Thomas. 

Sowa credited his team’s sound 
defense and pitching coach for his 
quality start.

“My defense played very well 
behind me,” he said. “They picked 
me up in some big situations and 
made some great plays. My fast-
ball and curveball were working, 
so Coach Stewart just kept calling 
them.”

Despite a solid pitching perfor-
mance by Vincenzo Aiello in the 
next game against Campbell, the 
Broncs were done in by a third-
inning error that gave the Fighting 
Camels a 2-0 lead that Rider 
could not overcome. 

After losing the series to 
Campbell, Rider faced off  against 
Virginia Tech for a rematch on 
Feb. 23. The Broncs received 
contributions from freshman left-
hander Nick Margevicius and a 
Murphy single that drove in two 

runs to put them ahead in the 
third inning, 2-0.  

In the fifth inning, Rider was 
able to add to its lead with a 
homerun off  the bat of  Thomas, 
pulling out in front 3-0. However, 
a throwing error in the bottom 
half  of  the inning allotted the 
Hokies their first run of  the game 
to narrow Rider’s lead to two.

Virginia Tech continued to 
knock on the door with a run in 
the sixth inning, before Rider’s 
defense collapsed in the eighth, 
committing two throwing errors 
and allowing the Hokies to tie the 
score 3-3.

The score held until the 12th 
inning when a one-out Richter 
double put a Bronc in scoring 
position. Richter moved to third 
after a groundout, before scoring 
on an error, which would prove to 
be the game-winning run.

The Broncs will try to improve 
on their two wins with a three-
game set against Duke in Durham, 
North Carolina on Feb. 27 and 28, 
as well as March 1.

Parsons believes the team saw 
improvement over the first four 
games of  the season, but knows it 
will have to continue to improve.

“The amount of  improvement 
overall as a team from game one 
to the rest of  the weekend was a 
huge leap and a reason we were 
successful,” he said. “We have to 
keep playing solid defense and 
continue to pitch well. Both facets 
were great and if  our offense picks 
up we will be a very tough team to 
beat.”

Buy one 
regular and 
get one 
FREE

Come and taste our 
award winning 

sandwiches!

Now Open

*Only good with this actual coupon.
(No copies please)(No copies please)
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3495 U S Highway 1, Princeton
next to Whole Foods & Staples.
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Sports
M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs gain MAAC bye, but lose Lopez
By Thomas Regan and Carlos Toro

THE men’s basketball team clinched 
a first-round bye for the MAAC 
Championship with a win against 
Quinnipiac on Feb. 19, but a 

Niagara team that entered play in last 
place in the conference snapped Rider’s 
five-game winning streak on Feb. 21.

Rider (19-10, 13-5 MAAC) entered 
the game against Quinnipiac on a four-
game win streak.

The first several minutes of  the 
opening half  were competitive, but 
a 3-pointer from junior guard Teddy 
Okereafor with 11:42 left in the first 
half  ignited a 10-0 run. 

Quinnipiac (14-13, 8-10 MAAC) 
tried to get back in the game, but 
couldn’t get close, as the first half  
ended 41-31.

Rider’s lead continued to grow in 
the second half, reaching 22 points fol-
lowing a layup by sophomore forward 
Xavier Lundy with 14:45 remaining in 
the contest.

However, senior center Matt Lopez 
crashed into the base of  the basket and 
left with an apparent knee injury, while 
the referees called a technical against 
Head Coach Kevin Baggett, who was 
looking for a foul on the play. Lopez did 
not return, finishing with 8 points and 
five rebounds. 

Without Lopez, the Broncs allowed 
the Bobcats to claw their way back 
into the game, getting within 3 points 
of  Rider at 74-71 with 5:23 remain-
ing in the game. However, sophomore 
guard Jimmie Taylor’s 22 points and 

Okereafor’s 21 points helped seal the 
94-83 victory.

The game against Niagara (6-21, 
5-13 MAAC) started with another 
back-and-forth battle in which the 
Purple Eagles took advantage of  Rider 
without Lopez, who was held out of  the 
game.

Niagara redshirt sophomore guard 
Emile Blackman made an early 3-point 
shot to tie the game at 11 with 15:44 

remaining in the first half. After the 
Broncs retook the lead, Blackman sank 
another 3-pointer to momentarily give 
Niagara a 14-13 lead. The first half  
ended tied at 35-35.

Lundy and Taylor scored the 
first 6 points of  the second half, but 
Blackman, who entered the game aver-
aging 13 points per game, continued 
to give the Broncs trouble, scoring 7 
unanswered points to reclaim the lead 

with 14:49 left in the game.
Rider eventually went up 49-47 with 

a little more than 10 minutes remaining 
until 5 more points from Blackman led 
Niagara on a 10-0 scoring run.

The Purple Eagles went up 59-51 
with just over three minutes remain-
ing, when Rider scored 7 unanswered 
points to pull within one with 28 
seconds remaining. Blackman then sank 
four of  Niagara’s final six free throws to 
clinch the 63-58 upset.

Okereafor explained that the loss 
to Niagara was a wake-up call for the 
Broncs.

 “We got two games left before the 
MAAC Tournament and we have to 
focus on defense,” Okereafor said. 
“Today was a reminder that any team 
can beat you.”

With two games remaining, Rider is 
one of  five teams with a first-round bye. 
The Broncs will travel to Monmouth 
(16-12, 12-5 MAAC) to face off  against 
the third-place team on Feb. 26. Then 
they return home for their final regular 
season game against Marist (5-22, 4-13 
MAAC) on March 1. However, Rider 
may be without Lopez, who underwent 
an MRI on Feb. 24 and is listed as 
day-to-day.

Baggett believes his team must 
regroup and return to the basics in 
order to finish the season strong.

“We just got to refocus, and I think 
this game against Niagara got our guys’ 
attention,” Baggett said. “We have to 
go back and do what we have always 
been doing well all year long.”
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Senior center Matt Lopez, center, is helped off the court after suffering an injury against Quinnipiac.

Rider University freshmen and seniors...
We want to hear from you...

National Survey 
of Student Engagement

If you have questions, please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

What?
Students are encouraged to confidentially fill out the National Survey of Student 
Engagement. is survey evaluates student engagement on campus. e results of 
the survey will provide the necessary data on how undergraduates spend their time 
and what they gain from attending college.  

Where?
Online! Emails were sent to all freshmen and senior students with a link to where 
they can take the survey.

When?
e first email from DonnaJean Fredeen, Provost of Rider University, with the subject 
“Rider University wants your feedback” was sent on Feb. 24. e survey closes in late April.

Why?
Colleges use this data to identify aspects of the undergraduate experience inside and 
outside the classroom that can be improved through changes in policies and practices.
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Transfer trio jump-starts team
By Brandon Scalea

LAST season, the men’s basketball team struggled 
to a 14-17 overall record, while three transfer 
students waited for their chance to bring a winning 
attitude back to Alumni Gym.

Because of  NCAA regulations, transfers must sit 
out an entire year before donning their new jerseys. 
So while guard Anthony D’Orazio’s injury forced him 
to sit out his final season with Lehigh, guard Teddy 
Okereafor from Virginia Commonwealth (VCU) and 
center Matt Lopez from La Salle and Utah State, 
waited for their turn to contribute to the Broncs.

This year, Rider (19-10, 
13-5 MAAC) has reached 
new heights thanks to these 
transfers. While D’Orazio 

is shooting 34 percent 
from beyond the arc, 
second best on the 
team behind only 
junior guard Zedric 
Sadler, Okereafor 
has come through 
in key situations for 

the Broncs  — most 
notably in OT against conference foes Fairfield and 
Manhattan. Meanwhile Lopez, the 7-footer, has seen 
his play put him in the conversation for MAAC Player 
of  the Year, though a recent injury may hurt his 
chances.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett commented on how 
well these three players have adjusted to their new 
home. 

“When you bring in a transfer, your biggest con-
cern is if  they are going to fit in,” Baggett said. “Not 
only are these guys coachable, but they are great 
teammates. They all come from good programs, and 
these are the kind of  guys you want in your locker 
room.”

Graduate guard Anthony D’Orazio

D’Orazio, a former 
standout at Camden 

Catholic High School, 
played three seasons at Lehigh, but an 

injury had sidelined him for the entirety of  the 2013-
14 season. 

That injury left him with one year of  eligibility, 
which he chose to spend at Rider. D’Orazio estab-
lished a close relationship with fellow transfer Lopez. 

“Matt was probably the biggest reason I originally 
decided to come here,” D’Orazio said. “I also really 
liked Coach Baggs and his values, and I liked the 
direction the program was heading. It’s been a nice 
change of  pace.”

D’Orazio has added needed experience to the back 
court for Rider, and has more assists this year with 68 
than he had in any of  his years with Lehigh. 

He is averaging 5 points per game, while hitting 40 
percent of  his field goals and shooting 33 percent from 
beyond the arc. 

Senior guard Teddy Okereafor

For Okereafor, the 
journey began overseas in 

his hometown of  London. 
He came to the United 

States to pursue his basketball 
career, playing high school ball 
at the Christchurch School in 
Virginia before he committed 

to VCU, playing in all 32 games 
in his 2012-13 season. 

VCU was the CAA conference champion in 2013, 
advancing to the Sweet 16 of  the NCAA Tournament. 
However, Okereafor wanted to possess a more promi-
nent role with a new team. 

“I wanted to have a more dominant role on a 
team and after I visited Rider I knew I would get that 
opportunity here,” he said.  “I like the coaching staff  
here and how the program is a lot more close-knit and 
family-based. The home games are also a lot more 
fun, especially when there’s people in the stands you 
know cheering you on.”

Okereafor is currently second on the team in points 
per game with 12 and first in assists with 4.4; however, 
his importance to the team extends past just statistics.

In front of  the home crowd and with his team trail-
ing by 2 against Manhattan on Feb 8 with 17 seconds 
left in regulation, Okereafor drained two foul shots to 
send the game to overtime, where the Broncs took the 
85-77 victory. 

Senior center Matt Lopez
Although Lopez’s move to Rider was a home-

coming in a sense, it was worlds away from where 
he started his collegiate career. While in high school, 

Lopez built a good relationship with La Salle Head 
Coach, John Giannini, and decided to commit to the 
Atlantic 10 powerhouse. 

At La Salle, the red-shirt freshman played a signifi-
cant role in the offensive scheme that revolved around 
the big guys on the court. The Explorer offense 
changed, and Lopez found himself  reduced to a lesser 
role. 

“I wasn’t playing as much as I had in the begin-
ning,” Lopez said. “The new system was like putting 
Tim Duncan in the Clippers offense. It just didn’t 
work.”

He then decided to transfer to Utah State, where 
he played in 23 games during the 2012-13 season. He 
was now part of  a well-known PAC-12 program and 
seemed to be finding his niche with the Aggies. 

But for Lopez, family comes before everything. At 
the age of  11, he lost his mother. He then moved in 
with his grandparents in Erial, New Jersey, where he 
was raised. After his sophomore season with Utah 
State, Lopez’s grandfather was diagnosed with a con-
dition that required extra care. The center acknowl-
edged that it was hard leaving Utah State, but he 
settled in nicely in Lawrenceville. 

“It was a huge difference to go from playing in 
front of  12,000 people every game to a much smaller 
feel here at Rider, but I like it,” Lopez said. “And my 
grandpop is doing really well now.”

Lopez is leading the MAAC in field goal 

percentage and is third in the conference in rebounds. 
His presence inside the paint has been key for Rider, 
but was lost on Feb. 19 when he went down with an 
apparent knee injury midway through the second half  
against Quinnipiac. 

Trailing by 22 at the time, the Bobcats took advan-
tage of  Lopez’s absence and went on a 31-12 run to 
pull within 4. While senior Junior Fortunat had the 
tough task of  replacing Lopez, the Broncs escaped 
with a 94-83 win, but struggled without his presence 
in the loss against Niagara on Feb. 21.

Though Rider was projected to finish seventh in 
the MAAC during preseason polls, the Broncs now 
sit in sole possession of  second place, behind only 
Iona. With a first-round bye in the upcoming MAAC 
tournament, the Broncs have an opportunity to obtain 
their first NCAA Tournament bid since 1994. 

Despite the trio of  transfers being important to 
the success, Baggett credits everyone who has been 
involved.

 “It’s about the alums, the former players, the for-
mer coaches, who have worked so hard to put Rider 
back on the map,” Baggett said. “We talk about it at 
practice, that we are a part of  something bigger than 
just this immediate group of  guys.”

Head Coach Kevin Baggett
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