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FACING-OFF FOR CUBA
Two Cuban natives go head-to-head about effects of  
Castro’s revolution. page 9

CULTURAL CONNECTIONS
Rider students come together to celebrate the Chinese 
New Year. page 5

Stroke of gold
Men’s swimming wins MAAC title yet again 

The women’s team placed third with 436.50 points, 
behind Canisius, who had 528 points, and Marist, 
who won their 15th MAAC title with 860 points.

Head Coach Steve Fletcher believes the team 
has built a foundation to continuously put out a 
talented roster each year. 

“You don’t go into the season assum-
ing anything,” Fletcher said. “Each year 
the team is different, but I think the 
last couple of  years we managed to 
build a culture that creates certain 
expectations for the freshmen 
coming in, and the seniors 
do a nice job of  making 
sure we can manage the 
bumps in the road of  
our season to put us 
back in that place 
where we have a 
shot every year.”

Freshman fly 
and freestyle swim-
mer Zack Molloy 
made plenty of  
impact while help-
ing to lead his team 
toward the title. As 
part of  the 800-yard 
freestyle relay team, 
Molloy completed 
his leg in 1:37.19, a 
Rider record. The 
team, which also featured his brother — sophomore 
freestyle and backstroke swimmer William Molloy — 
and sophomore freestyle swimmers Sam Cramer and 
Michael Regan, won the event in 6:38.65, a school 
and MAAC meet record.       

Zack Molloy also broke records in the 500-yard 
freestyle race. He not only won MAAC gold with a 

time of  4:22.74, but the performance 
was a MAAC and NCAA ‘B’ Cut 
record. In addition, he also finished first 
in the 200-yard freestyle in 1:38.32 and 
he, along with sophomore freestyle 
swimmers Matthan-Matthew Martir 
and Ian Flynn, and senior fly/freestyle 

swimmer Shane Tubb, won 
the 200-yard freestyle relay in 
1:21.40, a Rider and MAAC 
record.

Zack Molloy felt that even 
with the added circumstances of  
a conference championship on 
the line, he stayed focused.

“There was not really any 
more pressure on me than any 
other meet,” he said. “I just 
went in confident and trusted in 
my training for this year.”

Another key showing for the 
men came from the 200-yard 
medley relay team of  Martir, 
Tubb, Flynn and junior breast-
stroke/freestyle swimmer Adam 
Phillips. They won MAAC gold 
in 1:30.24, breaking the Rider 
record set in last season’s first-
place finish.

Fletcher said it was this first 
night that built the momentum 

the team 
was able to 
ride on all 
throughout 
the four-
day meet.

“The 
tone of  the 
meet was 
really set 
on the first 
night for 
the men,” 
Fletcher 

said. “That 
session was just two relays and 
we won both those relays and 
set both school and conference 
records in both those relays, 
and Zack led off  the 800 free 
relay with a 
conference 
record-

By Alexis Schulz and Alex Zdatny

IN his inaugural speech in 1990, Rider’s new presi-
dent, Dr. J. Barton Luedeke, said that diversifying the 
Rider community would enhance the institution’s 
appeal. Twenty-four years later, the results of  an 

academic performance and involvement survey shows 
the institution has made tremendous strides toward this 
goal.

Rider scored above average in exposing students 
to diverse communities in the National Survey of  
Student Engagement (NSSE). This survey collects 
information from four-year colleges and universities 
regarding student involvement in programs and activi-
ties. Luedeke’s wishes of  implementing change in the 
university can be seen in these results.

“We must genuinely value diversity and make the 
inclusion of  all people a meaningful reality in this 
institution,” he said in his inaugural speech.

In total, 30 percent of  first year students and 34 
percent of  seniors voluntarily participated in the sur-
vey, which is higher than the national average.

On the basis both of  diversity and of  willingness of  
the faculty to consult with students, Rider was above 
average compared to most Mid East private institu-
tions. This includes the states of  Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, New York, Delaware and Maryland.  

“When students leave the bubble of  Rider, we want 
them to be able to react successfully,” said Anne Law, 
the chair of  the psychology department and assistant 
to the provost. “Learning doesn’t end after four years.” 

Rider first participated in the NSSE survey in 
2001. During that time, the survey focused solely on 
academic performance. In 2012, NSSE changed to 
be more focused on student engagement and dif-
ferent types of  learning. According to the provost, 
Dr. DonnaJean Fredeen, Rider wanted students to 

complete the 2014 survey to see “some fresh data” 
because the university population had changed since 
the last survey was administered. 

Law said NSSE focuses on factual results, rather 
than opinions of  students. 

“The instrument itself  is not an opinion survey,” 
said Law. “It’s a survey that asks students to estimate 
how much time they spend doing various things or 
how important various things are to them.” 

The survey concentrates on specific categories such 
as academic challenges, peer learning, experiences 
with faculty, and the campus environment. NSSE 
contains in-depth questions about high-impact prac-
tices such as studying abroad, learning communities, 
research with faculty, and senior seminars. There are 
also questions regarding academic 
challenges including applying 
facts or theories to problems 

Rider’s melting pot adds flavor to survey results

DOCUMENTING SUCCESS
Trenton’s famed music venue, City Gardens, makes its 
film debut. page 6

Counter-clockwise, Wayco Bailey, Morgan Kandrac, Zach Molloy, Sam Cramer, 
Michael Regan, Erin Westcott and William Molloy. 

➠ SEE SWIMMING
PAGE 10

➠ SEE SURVEY 
PAGE 2

By Thomas Albano 

THE year has changed, but the story remains the same for the men’s 
swimming and diving team, which won the MAAC Championship 
for a fourth consecutive year Feb. 11-14 in Buffalo, New York.

The men placed first with 689.50 points in the team scores, 
50 points ahead of  second-place Marist. This is the Rider men’s 
fifth conference championship and the 19th time since 1996 
that they finished either as champion or runner-up.

Mackenzie Emmens/The Rider News
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Slight fracture
A broken arm deserves a pink 

cast signed by Rider, right? On 
Feb. 13 at 3:20 a.m., Public Safety 
was on patrol when officers 
noticed the entrance lane gate 
arm of the Fine Arts parking lot 
was broken in two pieces. The cost 
of the damage is unknown, but 
Public Safety suspects it was wind 
related. A work order has been 
submitted to have it repaired. 

Test Track
Mayhem visited Rider on 
Valentine’s Day. On Feb. 14 at 2:25 
a.m., Public Safety was on patrol 
near Faculty Drive, the roadway 
between Wright Hall and North 
Hall, when officers observed a 
male driver recklessly operating 
his vehicle. He was driving on the 
wrong side of the road, head-
ing straight toward the Public 
Safety vehicle. As it approached 
the Public Safety vehicle, the car 

suddenly turned and drove up 
on the sidewalk near North Hall. 
Though Public Safety turned on 
the car lights in an attempt to stop 
the driver, he sped up and ran two 
stop signs. He hit the curb near 
the front of campus and drove 
off onto Rt. 206. Public Safety did 
not pursue the vehicle for fear of 
creating a dangerous chase. With 
the assistance of the Lawrence 
Township Police Department, 
the driver was later identified as 
a student. He said he was driving 
recklessly because his windshield 
wipers iced over. He was charged 
with reckless endangerment, fail-
ure to comply/interference with or 
obstruction of university person-
nel in the performance of their 
duties, and disorderly conduct.

Fight Club
Girl fights are no joke. On 

Feb. 11 at 6:49 p.m., Public 
Safety was dispatched to Poyda 
Hall after a student reported 
she was physically assaulted. 
When Public Safety arrived, she 
said that an unknown female 
entered her room and attacked 
her. The victim requested that 
the Lawrence Township Police 
be involved in searching for the 
suspect. The unknown individual 
was located and identified as a 
student. Immediate no-contact 
orders were issued. After further 
investigating the matter, Public 
Safety charged the suspect with 
attempted or actual physical 
abuse/restraint of another and 
disorderly conduct. The reason 
for the fight is still unknown. 
The victim must go to Lawrence 
Township Police headquarters to 
take further legal action and file a 
formal complaint.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Thursday, February 19

Awareness Day                                                     
11 a.m. - 1 p.m., SRC Courts
All students are encouraged to attend SGA-sponsored 
Awareness Day to learn about the more than 140 clubs 
and organizations at Rider that they can get involved 
in.

Friday, February 20

Art Song Festival 
8 p.m. - 10 p.m., WCC Hillman Hall
Westminster Choir College hosts the Art Song Festival 
featuring the music of  Franz Schubert. A pre-concert 
lecture will be given by professor of  voice, Lindsey 
Christiansen. Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for stu-
dents and seniors. 

Friday, February 20

Chinese New Year Celebration  
4:30 p.m. - 6 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room
Students can come to celebrate the Year of  the Goat. 
Food will be available and students can participate in 
Chinese festivities. 

N E W S  B R I E F S

Lights Out at WCC
What first seemed like a spooky Friday the 13th 

occurrence turned out to just be an electrical issue at 
Westminster Choir College. 

On Feb. 13, Talbott Library lost power around 
midnight when a PSE&G underground electrical cable 
running from the street to the library failed, requiring 
a replacement. The power was out until 10:30 a.m. 
Though an emergency generator kicked in as soon as 
the issue happened to provide power to Information 
Technology equipment and life safety devices, the 
building could not be used until repairs were finished. 

Mike Reca, associate vice president of auxiliary 

services, said the university’s long-standing history 
with utility providers, working day or night to remedy 
issues, is taken seriously by local services.

“All of the utilities provided to the university, such 
as water, sewer, electric and gas, have service com-
ponents built into the agreements,” said Reca. “Any 
outage caused by the utility will be repaired by the 
utility. All of these service providers realize the impor-
tance of responding quickly to a need on a residential 
campus.”

 
                  - Casey Gale

and in-depth analysis of  an idea, as well as interac-
tive learning such as applied learning to practical 
situations. 

The goal is to take the results from students who vol-
untarily took the survey and compare them with other 
schools’ averages.

“We develop a comprehensive plan with the results 
and begin to respond to the existing strengths,” Law 
said. “We are very interested in what students are 
saying.”

Dr. Victor Thompson, assistant professor of  sociol-
ogy, who has had experience in working with surveys 
such as NSSE, said there have been critisims of  the 
survey and the validity of  what it claims to measure.

“Based on my own evaluation of  NSSE, I would say 
there are some questions in NSSE that might have what 
we call construct validity issues (i.e. they don’t measure 
what we think they measure),” he said. “However I 
think this is a problem we always confront when we 
design surveys and is not necessarily a reason to throw 
out the results of  NSSE.  Problems like these are com-
mon in surveys like this and I have no doubt NSSE will 
continue to improve the quality of  its questions.”

Diversity within the survey refers to students con-
versing with ethnically and racially different people 
within the university community. Many Rider students 
felt the results of  the survey were similar to their own 
experiences. 

“The fact that Rider is so diverse had a big impact 
on me coming here, considering that I come from a 
town and high school that are primarily white,” said 
Victoria DeLena, junior popular music culture major. 
“Not only have I met numerous people of  other 
nationalities, but I’ve learned about other people’s 
cultures from a simple conversation.”

The survey pointed to high averages in interactions 
between students and professors. This refers to the 

faculty’s willingness and added interest in conversing 
and working with students both within and outside of  
the classroom. Alyssa DiFlora, junior elementary edu-
cation and English major, said she feels that professors 
at Rider have a strong connection to their students 
and the survey reflected that. 

“I feel that most of  the professors would like to 
ensure a relationship between teacher and student that 
improves the learning process,” she said. 

Among other survey results, 54 percent of  fresh-
men and 87 percent of  seniors who took the sur-
vey reported that they participated in high-impact 
practices. Law said, as a professor, she thinks research, 
internships and activities are especially important for 
first-year students. 

The average was lower in higher-order learning for 
first-year students. This includes things such as critical 
thinking and problem solving. 

For senior-year students, the average was lower 
in reflective and integrative learning, quantitative 
reasoning, effective teaching practices and supportive 
environment.

While Rider compared its NSSE results to other 
Mid East private schools, Law said it would be incon-
clusive to compare results directly between academic 
programs at Rider.

“It’s challenging to compare students across majors, 
because not enough students across the colleges 
answered the survey,” Law said.  

For high-impact practices and time spent preparing 
for class, first-year students as well as seniors remained 
near the average of  Mid East private schools. 

According to the results, 85 percent of  freshmen 
and 87 percent of  seniors who participated in the 
survey said that their overall experience at Rider 
University was “excellent” or “good.”

“We want Rider students to succeed, but statisti-
cally we are mostly similar to other schools,” Law said. 
“We want to pick some areas to really excel in and 
work on that.” 

Survey
CONT. FROM P. 1

Notice something different in the Student Recreation Center? 
On Feb. 11, a Diji-Touch was installed at no cost to Rider across 
from Starbucks. The machine offers touch-screen capabilities that 
provide nutritional information, motion-sensor game play and 
Tap-to-Pay services.
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By Adam Rivera

THE New York Stock Exchange may seem far 
removed from daily life at Rider University. 
Between attending classes, working, and involve-
ment with clubs and organizations, for students, 

Wall Street is, at best, a dream for when they enter “the 
real world.”

 However, every fall, the Student Investment 
Challenge gives aspiring investors a chance to 
experience the risks and rewards of  the stock market. 
It’s a learning experience without the fallout of  actu-
ally losing money.

“It all started in FIN-305: Personal Financial 
Planning,” said Dr. John Farrell, assistant dean in the 
College of  Business Administration. “I was looking to 
incorporate an interactive component into the class, 
something beyond studying for tests and guest lectur-
ers. Then I found this software. When people heard 
about what I was doing, they came up to me and 
said, ‘Hey, why don’t you open this up to the whole 
school?’”

Farrell first held the competition with his class in 
2010, which grew into the first university-wide compe-
tition in fall 2011. Farrell and the College of  Business 
Administration have run the event every year since.

“It’s about teaching financial literacy, something we 
try to do for the entire student body out of  this office,” 

Farrell explained. “So while it’s not part of  my job per 
se, we do it every year. It’s fun. The main motivation 
for students is bragging rights.”

  The contest draws anywhere from 45 to 60 par-
ticipants who work in teams. 

“I think the team component is really important,” 
Farrell said. “Ideally, I would like teams of  three, but 
realistically, I’ll allow teams of  two.”

In its short history, the contest has become a major 
part of  some students’ Rider experience. Emerson 
Bursis, MBA graduate student, has been involved 
since his freshman year as an undergraduate student 
at Rider. Originally an entrant, he spent the last two 
years working with Farrell to organize the event.

“People think, now that I’m running it, that, ‘Oh, 
you must have won all the time,’ but I did terrible,” 
Emerson recalled. “One year, I was last; one year I 
was in the middle, but it was fun. My point was always 
to try new things.”

The competition’s continued success owes much to 
Farrell’s efforts to maximize learning for the students. 
“The entire College of  Business Administration is 
really supportive. We used to assign each team an 
adviser. We’ve since made it optional, since we found 
that some teams would never contact their adviser. But 
we had advisers from the finance world, from places 
like Merrill Lynch. We also had professors serve as 

advisors. [Dr.] David Suk had a winning team one 
year and [Interim Dean] Anne Carroll did, as well.”

The competition has also developed an interna-
tional aspect. CEFAM, Rider’s sister school in France, 
also incorporates the Investment Challenge as part of  
the curriculum for one of  its classes. In fall 2013, a 
team from CEFAM set a record high for the challenge.

“They adopted a high-risk, high-reward strategy 
that I don’t think they would have pursued if  they 
were using their own money,” Farrell said. “But it 
worked for them. That year, we had one award cer-
emony at Rider and one in France.”

Emerson believes that having the Investment 
Challenge as part of  a class gives the CEFAM stu-
dents an edge. “When they’re learning options, they’re 
investing in options. When they’re learning futures, 
they’re investing in futures.”

In 2014, the Rider-based team of  Rajan Patel, 
senior finance and management double major, and 
Shuai Zhang, MBA, took home the prize.

“I’m looking forward to entering the competi-
tion next year,” Patel said. “I would encourage every 
business major to do this. It’s a great learning experi-
ence. If  you’re losing, fine, but you’ll learn. Even if  
you don’t know anything, partner with someone with 
experience and you’ll learn so much.”

Wall Street sans the New York City grind
News

By Thomas Regan

THE Rider News sat down with Sgt. Eric Alva before 
he spoke to a public forum on Feb. 17 about his 
experiences as a gay member of  the military.

Q: What led you to the military?

Alva: After high school, I really didn’t want to 
go to college. I didn’t want to continue my educa-
tion because I didn’t want to be in school and I didn’t 
know what I wanted to do after I graduated. Most of  
my friends in my senior class that were in band with 
me were joining the Marine Corps and I got the itch 
as well.

Q:Can you describe your experiences there?

Alva: We’d be on the rifle range or we’d be throw-
ing grenades and it would be hard because someone 
would automatically say, “Great, they’re going to allow 
those faggots into the marine corps” and someone 

else would say, “We can use them as target practice.” 
People were very cruel.

Q: What prompted you to be a part of  the Military 
Readiness Enhancement Act and overturn the “Don’t Ask, Don’t 
Tell” policy?

Alva: The Human Rights Campaign contacted 
me and said I could help them. They asked if  I’d ever 
heard of  “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,” and I said, “Well 
of  course.” They said, “We think in July or August, 
Congressman Martin Meehan will introduce a bill 
called the Military Readiness Enhancement Act and 
it will start the repeal of  ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell.’” On 
Feb. 28, Human Rights Campaign had told me to go 
to Washington to sit next to him and tell my story.

Q: Do you think your efforts in abolishing “Don’t Ask, 
Don’t Tell” sparked other changes, such as the legalization of  
gay marriage?

Alva: I used to give speeches and I used to say, “If  

we repeal ‘Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell,’ we’re going to open 
Pandora’s box.” And what I meant by that is that then 
we are going to have to deal with same-sex marriage 
because you’re going to have people who are legally 
married in some states now serve in the military 
together. Now you’re going to have to deal with the 
issue of  base housing, the issue of  benefits.

Q: What is the central theme you would like to communicate 
those at Rider?

Alva: This is the one life we have. After losing my 
leg, I thought my life was over. I’m not going to lie 
to you; I wanted to kill myself. But here I am, I lost 
my leg, but I still have my other leg and two arms. As 
the war went on and I started to see people from the 
military come back missing both their legs and then 
I saw people missing an arm and a leg and I thought 
to myself, “You really don’t have it bad.” So I stress to 
always be thankful for what you have.

Marine Sgt. Eric Alva takes pride in his work, LGBTQ community 

Reflecting on the repetition of black history

From left, Dr. Sheena Howard and Dr. Mickey Hess speak at the #BlackLivesMatter event.
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By Shanna O’Mara

ON July 17, 2014, Eric Garner, an unarmed black 
man, died after New York Police Officer Daniel 
Pantaleo put him in a chokehold during an 
arrest, forcing him to the ground while Garner 

repeated, “I can’t breathe.” On Aug. 9, 2014, Mike 
Brown, an unarmed black teen, was shot six times and 
killed by Police Officer Darren Wilson of  Ferguson, 
Missouri. In both cases, there was no indictment. 

These cases and many more across the country 
spark controversy and raise the question, “Does race 
matter?”

At the “#BlackLivesMatter: Justice For All?” event, 
Dr. Sheena Howard, assistant professor of  commu-
nication, chair of  the Black Caucus of  the National 
Communication Association, award-winning author 
and civil rights advocate, called upon both staff  and 
students to explore that question. She moderated 
a panel that discussed recent events, including the 
Ferguson and Staten Island verdicts pertaining to acts 
of  violence against blacks.

“We, as Americans, have a very difficult time deal-
ing with structured racism,” said Don Brown, director 
of  the multicultural center, who served as a panelist at 
the program. He stressed that community involvement 
is key in finding a solution to the prevalent prejudice. 

Rider University faculty from the criminal jus-
tice, sociology, psychology and political science 
departments discussed with students how a person’s 
race can influence his or her treatment in modern 

American society, particularly when dealing with law 
enforcement. 

Dr. Victor Thompson, assistant professor of  
sociology, reported that out of  all crimes involving 
black individuals, 92 percent involve black victims 
and black perpetrators. Similarly, out of  all crimes 
involving white individuals, 87 percent involved 
white perpetrators and white victims. This establishes 
the conclusion that “segregation exists in society.” 

Thompson also said that approximately one in three 
black male teens will serve time in prison compared to 
just one in 17 among their white counterparts.

American media have a history of  presenting 
negative depictions of  black citizens throughout the 
1950s and well into the 21st century. Thompson said 
that it is “common to use animal imagery” not only to 
depict black criminals, but black victims as well. Dr. 
Mickey Hess, an English professor, noted that even the 
hip-hop industry has also profited from utilizing these 
stereotypes. 

During recent protests, civil rights activists’ chants 
of, “Hands up, don’t shoot” were countered by mali-
cious calls of, “Pants up, don’t loot.”

“You don’t have to be racist to participate in rac-
ism,” said Samantha Reed, junior journalism major. 
The panel said that, though bias may not be rooted 
in hatred, as a society, Americans maintain an unin-
tended segregationist outlook. Many do not see skin 

color as a catalyst for conflict, but rather as a 
clear distinction between races. 

Vickie Weaver, director of  Public Safety, 
said Rider has been showing progress in 
becoming one unified campus.

“Working together and coming up 
with some practical approaches, some 
goals, connections, that make our 
community stronger — these are the 
things we’ve done over the years and we 

continue to do.”



4  The Rider News    Feb. 18, 2015

Unity + Diversity = University

609-895-5781

Office Of 
Multicultural affairs

BLACK STUDENT UNION
BSU15⁰18652015 FUNDED BY MANDATORY STUDENT ACTIVITY FEE

C E L E B R A T I N G  B L A C K  C U L T U R E :  P A S T ,  P R E S E N T  A N D  F U T U R E

BLACKHISTORYMONTH

February 22, 2015
 Sunday, 6 p.m.
 Cavalla Room, (Dessert will be served.)

 Join the Black Student Union and the Black-Hispanic 

 Alliance to celebrate Black History Month through gospel 

 song, dance, and spoken word. A soul food dinner will be 

 served at Daly’s and the Westminster Dining Commons.  

 A shuttle service will be provided between both campuses  

 from 4 – 9 p.m. It will be the gospel celebration of the year!

JOIN US!  
   for the Gospel Celebration of the Year. 

    GOSPEL FEST

GOSPEL
FEST
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Arts&Entertainment

Inspired by one of the hosts, Nick Barbati, Rider will be conducting its own version of the popular talk 
show The View. The event will take place Feb. 21 at 8 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f  

fa
ce

bo
ok

.c
om

/R
id

er
U

ni
ve

rs
it

yS
EC

P R E V I E W

Live interactive taping leads to a new View
By Rena Carman and Esther Folaranmi

THERE’S no Whoopi Goldberg, but 
Rider’s Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC) is having its own 
version of  The View on Feb. 21 

at 8 p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater. 

Rider’s version is “a take on the 
long-running TV show” where the 
organizers “hope to recreate a live talk 
show feel,” according to Nick Barbati, 
assistant director of  campus life. 

The idea itself  was inspired by 
Barbati. 

“Quite honestly, Nick Barbati really 
loves The View,” said Meghan Korb, PR 
chair for the SEC. “He wanted to re-
create his own version here on campus. 
It was really Nick’s idea; I just came 
along for the ride and helped generate 
ideas.” 

Barbati’s inspiration came after 
witnessing a live taping of  the popular 
talk show. 

The hosts of  Rider’s show will be 
Donte Carty, John Mozes, Christine 
Mehlhorn and Barbati. Carty, athletic 
marketing assistant, and Barbati are 
sure to have plenty to talk about, as 
they were recently judges together on 
the R-Factor.

 Stepping out of  the studio, Mozes, 
general manager of  107.7 The Bronc, 
will be an interesting add-in and pro-
vide a different perspective. Mehlhorn, 
associate director in the office of  first- 
and second-year programs, although 
new to the entertainment scene, has 
a great group of  hosts to banter with. 
Korb is confident that with these hosts, 

“laughs will be had.”
“We are going to bring ourselves, 

which can be more over-the-top than 
any episode of  the TV show,” Barbati 
said. “We are friends, and we are 
comfortable enough to passionately 
disagree.”

The discussions of  The View will 
focus on current news and pop culture.

“With so many stories in the news 

that our students have difficult times 
discussing, we hope to help them 
navigate that while still having a great 
time,” Barbati said. 

The event is committed to allowing 
audience members to interact and voice 
their opinions on current events.

The View will also feature special 
guests. Amber Marchese, a cancer 
survivor who has appeared on the show 

Real Housewives of  New Jersey, will be 
one of  them. She will be sharing her 
journey through breast cancer and dis-
cussing how students can become more 
aware of  the illness. 

“Students will see a really high pro-
duction value with a tremendous celeb-
rity guest in Amber Marchese, but, also, 
will leave with having laughed, thought, 
and had a fun night,” Barbati said.

Other guests include Marisa Liza 
Pell, psychic medium/relationship 
expert, and a local baker who will be 
teaching students how to make their 
own delicious cupcakes. 

Admission is free for students with 
a Rider ID, and the audience will have 
the opportunity to win special prizes. 
According to Korb, “students that come 
to the event have the opportunity to get 
their I Love College: Club Carnival ticket 
before anyone else.”

The show promises to be very differ-
ent from past Rider events. 

“This event is going to be unlike 
anything we have ever done before,” 
said Korb. “So Rider students should 
totally come out for a show.”

Barbati concurs and further believes 
The View will be a very successful and 
engaging event for students to enjoy.

“It’s unique because at no other 
event can we process current events and 
mix it into the entertainment we hope 
to get on a weekend night,” Barbati 
said. “It’s going to be brilliant.”

This year’s Chinese New Year will be celebrated with a diverse 
range of events that will help to engage and educate students 
of all backgrounds. The celebration will take place Feb. 20 in the 
Cavalla Room from 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

P R E V I E W

Spring festival welcomes the year of the goat
By Danielle Gittleman

FEB. 19 marks this year’s Chinese New Year, and 
Rider is holding its own celebration courtesy of  
the Center for International Education (CIE) and 
the Office of  Campus Life on Feb. 20. 

This year, students will mark the New Year with a 
number of  activities. 

“The celebration features student performances, 
authentic Chinese foods and the opportunity to learn 
more about the Chinese culture,” said junior global 
studies and Chinese major Connie Au, who is an 
undergrad-
uate assis-
tant at the 
CIE office. 
“Some per-
formances 
include a 
traditional 
lion dance, 
students 
singing 
Chinese 
songs, and piano 
performances from our Westminster students.”

Kim Algeo, assistant director of  the CIE, notes that 
there will also be a special performance by Rider’s 
Sanda University students who came to New Jersey 
from Shanghai, China. Au is also excited that they are 
bringing back the traditional lion dance, since it is said 
to be good luck to have one at a Chinese New Year 
celebration. Master Kwan and his Kung Fu school are 
to perform the dance. 

Rider’s celebration of  the Chinese New Year 
has been an annual event since 2007. However, this 
year’s festivities are even more special because of  
Rider’s 150th anniversary. In addition, it is President 
Mordechai Rozanski’s last year. 

“President Rozanski started the partnership 
with Sanda University, and this will be his last year 

watching the Sanda students perform,” said Algeo. 
2015 is the Year of  the Goat, and according to Au, 

the goat is a symbol of  good blessings and fortunes 
and promises a year of  great prosperity. 

The goal for the event is not just to celebrate the 
New Year, but also to have students learn about and 
appreciate Chinese culture. 

“We hope that students will gain a sense of  togeth-
erness,” said Au. “Traditionally, Chinese New Year is 
a time for families to come together to celebrate the 
holiday, as we do here for Thanksgiving. Not everyone 

may be able 
to spend 
this holiday 
with family, 
especially 
our interna-
tional stu-
dents from 
China. This 
celebration 
allows our 
students 
to spend 

the holiday with peers and colleagues in our Rider 
community.”

This celebration is an official public holiday in 
China, and is one of  the most important days for 
families in China, according to Au. She hopes that 
Rider’s Chinese New Year celebration allows non-
Chinese students to experience a whole new culture 
and learn about its traditions first hand.

The CIE along with the Office of  Campus Life 
have been working together to make this celebration 
one of  the best Rider has ever had. 

“Seeing that our international students are so 
engaged in helping prepare for the celebration is 
astounding,” said Au. “Our Sanda University students 
have even brought decorations all the way from China 
to display at the event.”

The celebration will be taking place on Feb. 20 
from 4:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. in the Cavalla Room. 

“We’re hoping for a big turnout this year as the 
event is on Friday rather than on Saturday as it has 
been for the past few years,” said Au. “With this 
change of  fate, we’re hoping more students and 
faculty will stop by and watch a few cultural perfor-
mances while enjoying some authentic Chinese food.”
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y‘‘We hope that students will gain a sense of  togetherness. 
Traditionally, Chinese New Year is a time for families 
to come together to celebrate the holiday, as like we do 
here for Thanksgiving.” 
 Connie Au, junior globAl studies And Chinese mAjor And 
undergrAduAte AssistAnt in the Cie offiCe.
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City Gardens cultivated NJ underground music scene

By Samantha Brandbergh

MUSICAL theater and country music lovers gathered in the Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater to experience Constant Craving: A 
Country Music Cabaret, as 16 women from the School of  Fine 
and Performing Arts showcased the emotion and stories told 

in country music on Feb. 13 and Feb. 14.  
Right from the get-go, Constant Craving proved to be more than 

a traditional performance. With the stage embellished with rock-
ing chairs and stools, the scene was set for a night of  classic country 
music. Once the performances and dance numbers started, it felt 
more like a party than a production. 

Adorned in cowboy boots, flannels, and denim, the women per-
forming made it their mission to make sure the audience had the time 
of  their lives. Samantha Funk, Margaret Warrington, Dani Pierce, 
Rosie Webber, Sara Davis, Ally Hern, Samantha Prentice, D’Arcy 
Green, Ashten Banister, Kelly Prendergast, Hannah Bearer, Angelina 
Valente, Abby Anderson, Alexa Canelos, Anna K. Smith and Marissa 
Girgus all put on a show for an audience sprinkled with their friends 
and family. The theater had a constant positive vibe. 

After a lovely group performance of  KD Lang’s “Constant 
Craving,” complete with flawless harmonies and lead vocals by 

Webber, the female performers and the fantastic band accompanying 
them broke out into the upbeat Alabama tune “Mountain Music,” 
embellished with clapping, stomping and synchronized line dancing. 

Girgus, a senior musical theater major, indicated that the choreog-
raphy was “motivated by the stories” being told in the songs, which 
made the steps easy to remember. 

“We had such fabulous choreography given to us by [senior] Abbey 
Sierakowski,” she said. “In addition to the choreography, Abbey lent 
us her eye for detail and helped us run and clean the numbers every 
rehearsal.”

Whether the songs were taken straight out of  the country genre, or 
spiced up with a Broadway or classical twist, Constant Craving proved to 
be an hour jam-packed with music that spoke to the soul. 

During the show, there was never a dull moment; even during the 
emotional performance of  “Stand By Your Man” by Tammy Wynette, 
the audience was cheering on performer Warrington, and the per-
formers backstage could be seen jumping up and down with excite-
ment when Warrington belted out a high note to close out the song. 

There was no barrier between the women and the audience. 
Engagement peaked during “Meet Me in the Middle” by Diamond 
Rio. The whole cast poured off  the stage and into the aisles, the 

audience joining them in clapping to the beat and singing the chorus. 
Constant Craving offered tunes that both older and younger genera-

tions could enjoy, such as Funk’s charismatic performance of  “Before 
He Cheats” by Carrie Underwood. A fun personality shone through 
Funk’s performance, which had the audience singing along. 

One of  the highlights of  the night was sophomore musical theater 
major Bearer’s extremely animated and humorous performance of  
“Ticks” by Brad Paisley. Halfway through the song, Bearer made her 
way down the steps and brought an audience member from the front 
row on stage. Before sending him back to his seat, she planted a kiss 
on his lips, at which the audience went wild. Spectators weren’t the 
only ones surprised; according to Bearer, the kiss wasn’t planned until 
the last minute. 

“I just thought I was going to be twirling him around, but 
when [director] Franklin Trapp pulled me aside [at rehearsal on 
Wednesday], he told me to plant one on each one of  them,” she said. 
“I wish you could have seen my face.”  

Another high-energy and amusing performance, which highlighted 
the women’s theatrical ability and dance skills, was the Dixie Chicks’ 
“Goodbye Earl” with lead vocals by Smith. Even with spurts of  laugh-
ter from the audience competing with the more comical lyrics, the 

cast never missed a step of  its vivacious choreography. 
Girgus let her voice shine during her performance of  “I’m Not 

Ready to Make Nice” by the Dixie Chicks. 
“The voice is such a big part of  communicating with the audi-

ence in a show like this, so I try to make sure I don’t give myself  any 
obstacles in telling the story,” she said.

 With background harmonies by the remaining vocalists, the pow-
erful ballad radiated emotion. 

After a group performance of  “I Hope You Dance” by Lee Ann 
Womack, the women brought the energy back up again, closing 
out the night with the country girl anthem “Redneck Woman” by 
Gretchen Wilson. It earned a standing ovation. 

It was clear through the interactions between the performers that 
they felt like one big, musical family. Girgus couldn’t be happier about 
the bond between cast members. 

“I am so proud of  the way these ladies work together,” she said. 
“The unconditional support given by this cast is incredibly special. 
You don’t get something like that on every job.”

With a strong blend of  upbeat songs and ballads, Constant Craving 
did an excellent job of  taking the audience through a journey of  
country classics new and old, and left the audience wanting more. 

R E V I E W

Country Cabaret hits all the right notes for audiences 
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Kelly Pendergast, Ashten Banister, Sara Davis and Marissa Girgus 
perform a number of country music hits to a full house.

Jimmy G of the punk band Murphy’s Law dives into the crowd of excited fans during one of many performances at City Gardens in Trenton. 

The front door of the famed club, City Gardens, is recognizable today off Calhoun Street.Randy “Now” Ellis poses with one of the many signs in City Gardens.
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By Emily Klingman and Alyssa Naimoli 

IT didn’t look like much. The building had been a 
large warehouse, and before that, a car dealership 
with a decaying sign. In its new life, it became a loud 
and raunchy rock club. Fights broke out often. One 

musician remembers the place as “filthy.” 
From the mid ’80s and into the ’90s, Trenton’s City 

Gardens, located on edgy Calhoun Street, was an East 
Coast hub for rock, punk and metal music. Hundreds 
of  hungry bands played, coming back as often as they 
could. Some were on the rise internationally and mak-
ing their U.S. debut; some were going nowhere. But 
week after week, thousands of  fans, freaks and misfits 
poured in from distant cities and nearby schools, 
including Rider College.

 “[The club] had these new wave/punk rock dance 
nights and I do remember going there with Mary Jean 
Gazzara and having a great time,” said Rider alumnus 
Rich Geary, ’81. “The club was seedy, but I loved it 
because of  the underground, counterculture feel of  
the building. So many strange characters — but that 
was part of  the fun.”

Now a new documentary film, Riot on the Dance 
Floor, traces the history of  this improbable showcase 
for both well-known and local bands. It profiles the 
passionate promoter, Randy “Now” Ellis, who made 
it all happen. It was screened Feb. 11 at Mill Hill 
Playhouse in Trenton as it starts a circuit of  interna-
tional festivals.

The famous Jersey-born dance club lured thou-
sands of  music lovers every week. Concert-goers 
would flock to the club for the chance to see which 
great band Ellis booked that night. Nirvana, the 
Ramones, Green Day, and Nine Inch Nails are only a 
few of  the headliners that took City Gardens’ stage. 

The film follows Ellis’ past, the club’s history in 
Trenton, and then delves further into the connection 
between the club and Ellis. He built the foundations 
of  a place, where people would come for the bands 
and come back for Randy. Friends and fans call Randy 
“the original iPod Shuffle.”

Despite the constant flow of  bands that poured 
through the doors of  City Gardens, Ellis still had to 
work a day job. He worked until 3 a.m. some nights 
at the club, and only got a few hours of  sleep before 
delivering mail for the U.S. Postal Service. Ellis finally 
realized he was happier as a club promoter and 
decided to quit his day job giving up job security and 
a comfortable pension.

Geary recalls seeing many different rock bands at 
the club while he attended Rider.

“I remember seeing a band called Bow Wow Wow 
there,” Geary said. “Their hit song at the time was ‘I 
Want Candy.’ Very new-wave audience for that one.”

Geary also saw Velvet Underground members Lou 

Reed and John Cale perform. “I have seen Cale at 
least 10 times since and I have been a lifelong fan,” 
said Geary.

Many of  the past performers of  the club noted 
that City Gardens was what made the city of  Trenton 
stand out to them. The club hosted bands not only 
from all around New Jersey, but also from Washington, 
D.C., Philadelphia and New York City.

In 1987, the Butthole Surfers paid the stage a visit, 
and put on one of  the club’s most memorable shows. 
Within the first few songs, their naked female dancer 
was already upsetting angry parents who had brought 
their kids to the “all-ages” show. Despite being told, 
not only by Ellis but by club owner Frank “Tut” 
Nalbone, to calm things down, the band continued its 
set. Cockroach-decorated confetti fell from the ceiling 
and the naked dancer continued until the lights and 
the sound system plugs were pulled. Concert-goers 
and the band then set fire to the stage with the bands 
pyrotechnics. 

“Someone thought it would be a good idea to use 
fire in their show,” said TV personality Jon Stewart, 
who grew up in Lawrence and was a bartender at the 
iconic club.

Members of  the band Vision noted the club’s 
impact on the local music scene at the time, saying “it 
made all the difference to music in New Jersey.”

The club at maximum capacity could hold up to 
1,200 people. At its peak in the late ’80s, there would 
be 1,000 people inside with tickets, and up to 2,000 
outside waiting for one.

City Gardens became the underground scene for 
punks, outcasts and music lovers from all over the 
tri-state area. The frequent visitors felt at home in 
the grungy, industrial hideaway that the warehouse-
turned-dance club had to offer.

Steve Brown, a frequenter of  the club back in the 
’80s, believed the club’s appeal was the simple fact 
that “punks like punks.”

As tastes changed, so did the people; increased 
demands from the performers and obnoxious attend-
ees became too much for Ellis. After he left the club, 
City Gardens closed its doors, dispersing the once-
thriving local underground music scene.

Director Steve Tozzi ends the film by urging view-
ers to “support your local scene, it’s the only one 
you’ve got.”

After the film screening, Tozzi and Ellis held a 
Q&A session. Ellis began by stating that the film 
helped show him how much of  an impact he had as 
club promoter for City Gardens.

“I learned I gave a lot of  bands around the world a 
chance,” said Ellis.

After the film, post-punks and concert-goers gushed 
over Ellis’ ability to bring music and community to an 

sometimes empty town. They thanked Ellis for helping 
to give “a home to those who didn’t fit in much” and 
helping shape them into who they are, musically. 

“To me, City Gardens represented an alternative 
to all of  the corporate bands and allowed their fans to 
hear some different, creative music of  all shapes and 
sizes,” Geary said.

Tozzi remarked during the session that he never 
intended to focus the film on Ellis when he began to 
work on it.

“I wanted to do it on City Gardens, but every-
one’s story I talked to was around Randy,” he said. 
“We have enough footage, it could have been a mini 
series.”

Despite the end of  his wild career with City 
Gardens, Ellis satisfies his need for music through 
small music-event planning and through his records. 
Ellis currently owns a store in Bordentown, New 
Jersey, where he sells vinyls from his extensive personal 
collection, ranging from old rock records to hilariously 
decorated Christmas records. 

The film poster features Randy “Now” Ellis, who helped lead City Gardens to success.
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Opening our eyes 
to diverse needs
COLLEGE students often move 

through their lives in a haze. 
Even here at Rider, many of  
us are trapped in our tunnel 

vision. We attend class, eat our meals 
at Cranberry’s and retire to our 
warm beds at the end of  the day. In 
all of  our actions, we are living in a 
cloud of  perceived comfort that blurs 
our vision and makes us see our lives 
as purely safe. We often disregard 
other types of  people. 

For Deah Shaddy Barakat, his 
wife, Yusor Mohammad Abu-
Salha, and his sister-in-law, Razan 
Mohammad Abu-Salha, that cloud 
of  security dissipated into gunshots. 
The three University of  North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill students 
were shot execution-style allegedly 
by Craig Stephen Hicks, 46, at a 
condo community near campus. 

According to an article in The 
Huffington Post, Hicks’ Facebook page 
paints a dark picture of  his biases. 
He expresses hate for all religions, 
from Christianity to Islam. The arti-
cle cites one of  Hicks’ posts regard-
ing texts from the Quran, the Bible 
and the Jewish Talmud in which 
he eloquently wrote, “I wish they 
would exterminate each other!” The 
Chapel Hill police and the FBI are 
currently investigating the possibility 
of  the shooting being a hate crime, 
though it was initially reported as 
a parking dispute. Barakat was 23, 
his wife, Abu-Salha was 21, and her 
sister was only 19.

Many media outlets have 
downplayed this story, speak-
ing about the shooting only after 
social media erupted into outrage. 
According to Mashable.com, 
#MuslimLivesMatter had been 
tweeted 50,000 times as of  Feb. 
12, and #ChapelHillShooting was 
tweeted over 600,000 times. Despite 
the crime’s violent nature and 
implications of  prejudice, main-
stream media coverage picked up 
the story only after so much social 
media attention was directed to this 
incident.

Selena Fernandez, accounting 
major and president of  Rider’s 
Lambda Theta Alpha Latin sorority, 
expressed the sorority’s distaste for 
the media coverage.

“We are all disappointed with 
how lightly the media seems to be 
taking the whole issue,” she said. 
“Whether or not the issue was over 
a parking dispute, the lives of  young 
individuals were abruptly cut short, 
and there is absolutely nothing about 
that that should be taken lightly.”

The shock waves from this 
senseless shooting can be felt far 
beyond cyberspace. The impact 
has stretched far enough to touch 
Rider. On the chilly evening of  Feb. 
12, the sisters of  Lambda Theta 
Alpha gathered in front of  Moore 
Library in a somber mood. The 
small candles in their hands lit the 
night as a form of  recognition, as 
they mourned the three Chapel Hill 

victims. 
“Holding a vigil here at Rider 

seemed so important because of  
all the similar issues and senseless 
violence that has been happening 
all over the country,” Fernandez 
said. “Rider is more than a gated 
community and should always seek 
to emphasize that. This issue ties 
to our students, and to individuals 
everywhere, to be aware and mind-
ful that all life is precious, fragile and 
unique.” 

As Rider students, many of  us 
are privileged to enjoy our freedom 
and sheltered by our campus gates. 
Meanwhile, too many people are 
persecuted by cruel harassment or 
at gunpoint, simply for the color of  
their skin, their religious beliefs, or 
other such reasons. 

Commendably, our university is 
opening its arms wider. According to 
the recent NSSE report on student 
involvement, Rider ranked higher 
than other Eastern private institu-
tions in terms of  opportunities for 
communication with diverse people. 
After J. Barton “Bart” Luedeke 
became president of  Rider in July 
of  1990, he stressed widening our 
reach to a broader range of  people, 
beyond the mainly white, middle-
class student body. 

Rider has come a long way in 
this journey of  diversity. From more 
ethnic-based organizations, such as 
the Asian Students at Rider (ASAR) 
and the Latin sororities and fraterni-
ties, to events themed around Black 
History Month and the Black Lives 
Matter movement, the university is 
avidly attentive to students and pro-
fessionals of  all colors and beliefs. As 
a university, we have walked very far 
and should be proud of  every single 
step we have taken.

However, Rider’s work is not yet 
over. If  we are to embrace diversity, 
all students must seek out the aware-
ness and attention that many media 
outlets are failing to provide. People 
of  varying races, religions and 
beliefs are suffering in a time of  per-
meating prejudice. As the sisters of  
Lambda Theta Alpha have valiantly 
displayed, we all must stand together 
as human beings in solidarity. 

Look beyond the haze that clouds 
our vision. See not only the Chapel 
Hill victims, but all victims who are 
martyrs to their beliefs or ethnicities. 
As a university, paying attention to 
these issues is a huge step toward 
fighting them. We have come a 
long way, but that doesn’t mean we 
should stop moving. We must dispel 
the fog from our eyes so we can see 
our way into an inclusive future.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 

Opinion
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FEW Americans think of  Cuba as a paradise for 
artists. 

But Kelvin Lopez Nieves, whose artwork is 
currently part of  Rider’s “Printmaking in Cuba 

Today” exhibit, speaks gratefully about advantages he 
received while growing up after the Cuban Revolution. 

“Cuba is a special country where we don’t have to 
pay bills,” Nieves told students in a journalism class. 
“Education and health were free for everyone once 
Fidel Castro was in power. Most families own their 
homes.” 

Nieves also said he is able to express himself  politi-
cally in any way he chooses. Both he and Marilyn 
Sampera Rosado, who curated the current art gallery 
exhibit, spoke highly about the freedom and privileges  
of  being an artist in the socialist country. (They prefer 
“socialist” to “communist,” the word used by exiles.) 

When Nieves works, he overlaps multiple projects, 
creating pieces for various “series” at the same time.  
These series include techniques involving rubber 
stamps and collages and subjects like Cuban cigars 
and landscapes.  

“We are just storytellers,” he said. “This is my life, 
and I just want to communicate to people through the 
lens of  art.”

When asked about what inspires him to do certain 
pieces, his response was thoughtful. “I like to read and 
see movies, and for me, I usually try to make a transla-
tion of  my life through the lenses of  the visual arts,” 
he said. “I always try to translate my life into art.”  

Education in Cuba is significantly different than in 
the United States. 

It was made a priority in Cuba, and once students 
declare an interest, they need to complete a test to 
determine whether they can pursue their passions. For 
Nieves and Rosado, the passion was all about art.

“The education has a three-level system for 
students,” said Nieves. “The first level starts as an 
interview, in which you showcase your abilities. The 
second level is four years in a different city. The third 
level lasts five years, and only 15 people are chosen. 
At this stage there are more professors than there are 
students.”

Rosado’s education was very similar, but she fol-
lowed a different path to further her career. At 5 years 
old, based on her behavior in what the United States 
would call preschool, Rosado applied to the best 
school in the capital, Havana. However, because she 
had not received marks good enough to become an 
artist, she pursued chemistry for a time. “But I was a 
very good student,” she said. “And once I had high 
enough grades, I could switch to whatever I wanted.” 

Her further education in art led to her position as 

curator of  the Center for the Development of  Visual 
Arts in Havana.

“We were displaying our art ever since we were 
very young,” she said. “We got to travel with famous 
artists and sometimes display our work with theirs.” 

Cuba suffered after the Soviet Union, its main sup-
porter, collapsed in 1989. But since Raúl Castro took 
over for his ailing older brother Fidel in 2006, posi-
tive changes in civil society have taken place. Private 
businesses, such as restaurants, rental homes, bars and 
cafeterias, are allowed, Nieves said. Cubans may travel 
outside of  Cuba. National tourism, cell phone lines 
and large-scale foreign investment are appearing. “All 
of  these measures of  change were unthinkable during 
the previous term of  his brother,” stated Nieves. 

He also said that his rent and art supplies are paid 
for by the government. By not having the unwanted 
pressures of  needing to sell paintings in order to live 
comfortably, Nieves has the freedom to create what 
he pleases and then do what he pleases, to sell and/or 
display those creations.  

“I have traveled to America multiple times despite 
the embargo,” said Nieves. “Artists have many free-
doms. We are able to obtain free supplies and travel 
the world to gain experience.”

Nieves and Rosado each travel to the United States 
about four times a year to showcase their artwork, 
selling some of  their pieces and inspiring people with 
their stories of  their careers.  

After years of  free schooling, and countless oppor-
tunities from local and international galleries, Nieves is 
living his dream of  being the best artist he can be. 

 “I am an artist, like you are possibly a journalist,” 
he told the students. “This is my life. Every day is like 
a new empty canvas for me.”  

-Deirdre Carroll, junior communication studies major
-Josettee Spencer, sophomore graphic design major

-Jessie Wallace, freshman communication studies major
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WHEN Peter Morales finished school, he found 
a job at the discount airline People Express, 
and, from there, got a job with Continental 
Airlines (now United), where he still works as 

a mechanic. 
“I’ve been there for 30 years now,” he said. 
Looking at his daughters, including Julia Morales, a 

senior English major at Rider, he added proudly:
“We came all this way and we’re doing good. This 

is what happens when you have a good system of  
government, a good system in place for the people to 
make their own money and do their own work.” 

One might never guess that this man in Red Bank, 
New Jersey, was an exile from communist Cuba. 

 “We left Cuba in ’69,” he said. “I was 7.” At the 
time, he said, Cuba’s 10-year-old communist regime 
was imposing stricter regulations on almost everything, 
including the schools. 

Unsurprisingly, Morales isn’t happy about President 
Obama’s Dec. 17 decision to lighten five decades of  
U.S. economic sanctions against Cuba. His perspective 
is common among the nearly 2 million U.S. residents 
who identify themselves as being “of  Cuban origin.”

“What [the communists] do is try to make everyone 
equal. Everyone has the same things,” he said. But 
it doesn’t work, Morales says, adding that his family 
found this out first hand.  

“We lost a lot,” he said. “My mother’s family lost 
their wealth, and all their land.

“After Fidel had been in power for a few years, it 
was coming out that he was a communist. The people 
who helped put [Castro] in power realized it was the 

wrong thing to do. My father and the younger genera-
tion were starting to revolt against Castro.”

The turning point for Pedro Morales, Peter’s father, 
came when a friend asked him to bargain with Che 
Guevara, Castro’s right-hand man, for the release of  
the friend’s two sons, ages 19 and 21. Guevara would 
only release one of  the sons, and forced the father to 
choose which son lived and which died.

“That’s the day my father turned against Fidel,” 
said Peter Morales.

Pedro Morales and his wife decided to defy the gov-
ernment directly. “They felt responsible because they 
had helped Castro overthrow the government,” said 
Peter Morales. “So they were trying to help people 
escape from Cuba.” 

Pedro Morales got into a confrontation with the 
police, and was arrested on a flimsy pretext. “[We] 
thought [he] was dead, we didn’t see him for over a 
year,” Peter Morales said. “But he had been sent to 
a work camp, working in sugar cane fields. To get him-
self  home, he took a machete and cut his foot. They 
allowed him to go home on leave.” 

As soon as Pedro Morales arrived back home, he 
told his family to get their things. “We’re getting out 
of  here,” he said. They needed to leave right away, 
because Pedro Morales had committed one last act of  
defiance against the Cuban government while at the 
work camp. 

He had been studying to be an accountant before 
joining up with Castro during his college years. The 
administrators of  the work camp discovered this, and 
because they needed someone to keep the books for 
the camp, they chose him. 

“They had no way of  keeping records of  how long 
people were in there,” said Peter Morales. “They 
put him in charge of  that.” But that proved to be a 
mistake: Pedro Morales fudged the numbers, letting 
some prisoners go free much earlier than they were 
supposed to. 

Before the authorities could trace it back to him, 
the family was on an Iberia Airlines flight to Madrid, 

Spain. 
Fortunately, Pedro Morales had family in the 

United States, and when he asked them for help, they 
delivered. “They sent money and my father worked.” 
In 1971, they came to America.

Peter Morales, despite all his success, feels pain for 
Cuba.

“We need to keep the embargo going. It’s not use-
less,” he said. “Taking it away serves no benefit at all 
for most of  the Cuban people. The embargo may hurt 
the people, but it in turn hurts the government, which 
is important.”

He feels as if  the U.S. government has forgotten 
about the terrible things that have happened under 
the Castro regime. “A lot of  people have been killed, 
my family and other families forced to leave. We lost 
all our property and everything we had,” he said. “We 
had to start all over here. And now [the U.S. govern-
ment] wants to go back and make friends.” Peter 
Morales feels that he speaks for the Cuban-American 
community when he says, “We are against this.”

“I’m glad we have what we have here,” he said, 
“but everything we had, our legacy in Cuba, every-
thing that would have been my children’s, is gone. I 
can’t forget that.”

-Meghan Meehan, senior journalism major

Was Castro’s revolution good for Cuba?

Peter Morales

No!

Si!
Artist says socialism helped him translate life into art

Rider parent, exiled as a child, recounts his family’s losses
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Swimming
CONT’D. FROM PAGE 1

setting 200-yard freestyle time. So I 
think it was really that first night and it 
was more of  a team effort — both those 
relays and the significance of  them win-
ning those events, breaking conference 
records — you can imagine the energy 
the team had.”

Other top performances from the 
team included William Molloy finish-
ing runner-up in the 200-yard freestyle 
with a time of  1:38.95, Cramer coming 
in second in the 1000-yard freestyle in 
9:20.32 and third in the 500-yard free-
style in 4:31.22 and junior diver Wayco 

Bailey, who placed third on the three-
meter board with a score of  286.20.

While the women’s team was unable 
to win the title, they did not leave the 
competition without strong perfor-
mances of  their own. The team of  
senior backstroke/freestyle swimmer 
Carlee Oswald, junior breaststroke/
individual medley swimmer Taylor 
Shelley, sophomore freestyle/fly swim-
mer Ariana Palmer and sophomore 
freestyle swimmer Jacquelynn Parker 
finished fourth in the 200-yard medley 
relay in 1:47.16, qualifying them for 
ECACs. The 800-yard freestyle relay 
team of  freshman freestyle swimmer 
Hannah Bayer, sophomore freestyle 
swimmer Courtney Reed, junior 

individual medley/fly swimmer Kaitlyn 
O’Connor and senior breaststroke/
individual medley swimmer Morgan 
Kandrac also qualified for ECACs by 
placing seventh with a time of  7:56.02.

Sophomore diver Heather Lonkert 
scored 255.10 in the three-meter dive, 
finishing third. Junior fly/backstroke 
swimmer Erin Westcott finished fourth 
in the 100-yard fly in 58.72 seconds.

“As the season went on, we were hit 
with some sicknesses, injuries, and per-
sonal issues that definitely were not in 
the plan,” Palmer said. “So going into 
MAACs, we all had a lot on our mind, 
knowing that we did not have our full 
team with us.”

Fletcher says while he has no 

immediate expectations for the men’s 
team to win a fifth consecutive title yet, 
the goal is still to have both the men’s 
and women’s teams win MAAC titles in 
the same season.

“We’re a combined program,” 
Fletcher said. “We have combined 
coaching. We train together, we 
compete together, travel together and 
there’s very much a synergy between 
those two programs that we as coaches 
try to engender.”

While the MAAC portion of  the 
season has concluded, there are more 
events ahead, including the ECAC 
Championships, which will be held at 
the University of  Pittsburgh Feb. 27 – 
March 1 for qualifying athletes.
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2015 MAAC baseball predictions

I C E  H O C K E Y

Ice hockey falls to Rowan in MACHA semi-finals

By Thomas Regan

DESPITE the recent cold climate, 
the MAAC men’s baseball season 
has already begun. If  the weather 
cooperates, Rider will open up its 

season in Buies Creek, North Carolina, 
on Feb. 20-22 with matchups against 
Virginia Tech and Campbell. With 
powerhouse Canisius fresh off  of  its 
first-place finish in 2014, where it will 
likely finish yet again, here are the pre-
dictions for the rest of  the conference.

  1. Canisius (40-16, 20-4 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior cor-
ner infielder Connor Panas
Key Pitcher: Junior left-handed 
pitcher Alex Godzak

Coming off  three straight seasons 
of  a top-three finish in the MAAC, 
Canisius will look toward Panas to 
build off  of  his monstrous 2014 cam-
paign, in which he batted .362 with 
6 homeruns and 51 RBIs. Panas has 
already been named the 2015 MAAC 
Preseason Player of  the Year and in his 
senior campaign, he should continue 
to anchor the offense. On the mound, 
Alex Godzak is coming off  of  a year in 
which he threw four complete games 
and pitched to the tune of  2.63 ERA. 
Godzak should help pitch Canisius to 
another first-place finish.

2. Fairfield (32-24, 15-8 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior 
catcher Sebastian Salvo
Key Pitcher: Junior right-handed 
pitcher Mike Wallace

While the case could be made for 
junior infielder Jake Salpietro as the 
team’s key player, Sebastian Salvo 
enjoyed a remarkable 2014 season, 
batting .354 in 29 starts and 33 games. 
Salvo played his best baseball in the 
final seven games, recording at least 
one hit in each and ending the season 
on a high note. If  Salvo can build on 
his final seven games, this Fairfield 
team may have two stars in Salpietro 
and Salvo. In terms of  pitching, Mike 

Wallace’s sophomore season displayed 
his pinpoint control, as he only issued 
15 walks in 86.2 innings and posted 
an ERA of  3.32. After being named to 
the All-MAAC second team, Wallace 
will look to improve his already striking 
résumé. 

3. Siena (27-33, 17-7 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Sophomore 
outfielder Dan Swain
Key Pitcher: Senior right-handed 
pitcher Ed Lewicki

In just his freshman season, Swain 
batted .293 with two homeruns and 27 
RBIs to go along with 12 stolen bases 
in 15 attempts. The sophomore should 
show improvement in his second sea-
son and help soften the loss of  Siena’s 
2014 batting average leaders, Vincent 
Citro and Mike Allen. On the other 
side of  the ball, Lewicki struggled 
mightily in 2014 with a 5.75 ERA and 
37 walks in 76.2 innings. He will have 
to cut back on the free passes if  Siena 
wants to end up at the top of  the con-
ference again. 

4. Rider (16-33, 7-15 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior first 
baseman Justin Thomas
Key Pitcher: Senior right-handed 
pitcher Kurt Sowa

Despite the team’s struggles as a 
whole, senior first baseman Justin 
Thomas had a breakout campaign, 
leading the team in homeruns with 
four, batting average at .341 and RBIs 
with 45. If  Thomas can continue last 
year’s success and senior pitcher Kurt 
Sowa can bounce back after a season 
that saw his ERA climb to 4.57 in 
2014, the Broncs should be back near 
the top of  the conference.

5. Quinnipiac (18-31, 12-10 
MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior 
infielder Vincent Guglietti
Key Pitcher: Senior left-handed 
pitcher Justin Thomas

Junior first baseman Vincent 
Guglietti raked in his third season as 
a Bobcat with five homeruns, 38 RBIs 
and a team-leading .341 batting aver-
age. Anchoring the pitching rotation, 
Justin Thomas pitched to a 4.20 ERA 
in 2014, but walked 30 batters in 70.2 
innings. If  Thomas can walk fewer bat-
ters, he may be able to lead the team 
to a better record than the 18-31 it 
achieved last season. 

6. Niagara (20-31, 8-14 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Redshirt 
junior outfielder Taylor Hackett
Key Pitcher: Sophomore right-
handed pitcher Liam Stroud

As a redshirt sophomore, Hackett 
hit .310 with a homerun and 22 runs 
batted in. His strong 2014 stats came 
in just 37 games played. A full sea-
son of  their standout sophomore will 
work wonders for the Niagara offense. 
However, a lot of  their success will 
hinge on the pitching performance of  
Liam Stroud, who struggled in 2014 
with a 4.76 ERA and a 0-6 record. If  
Stroud can improve, the Purple Eagles 
may just move up in the MAAC.

7. Manhattan (17-33, 11-13 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Junior out-
fielder Christian Santisteban
Key Pitcher: Freshman left-
handed pitcher Tom Cosgrove

With 17 doubles and two homeruns 
in 49 games in 2014, Christian 
Santisteban flashed some power to 
accompany his .314 batting average. 
However, possibly the most intriguing 
player on Manhattan will be 2015’s 
MAAC Preseason Freshman of  the 
Year, who pitched to a 6-0 record with 
a 0.76 ERA and 69 strikeouts in 55 
innings in his senior year at Farrell 
High School. If  he can adjust to col-
lege ball, Manhattan may turn some 
heads in 2015.

8. Marist (17-32, 10-14 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior out-
fielder Steve Laurino
Key Pitcher: Sophomore right-
handed pitcher Scott Boches

Senior first baseman Steve Laurino 
led the team in batting average in 2014 
at .299 with 27 runs batted in and 10 
doubles; he will likely have to produce 
even more for the Red Foxes to make 
the leap to the top of  the conference. 
Sophomore pitcher Scott Boches 
enjoyed moderate success in his fresh-
man campaign, but struggled with con-
sistency and finished with a 4.72 ERA. 
However, if  he can improve in his 
sophomore season and help lead the 
pitching staff, it will take some of  the 
pressure off  Laurino and the offense.

9. Monmouth (24-25, 12-10 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Sophomore 
infielder Grant Lamberton
Key Pitcher: Senior right-handed 
pitcher Chris McKenna

After graduating its four batting 
average leaders, Monmouth will likely 
not find the amount of  success it had 
in 2014 when it finished fourth in the 
MAAC. Most of  the offensive bur-
den will fall on sophomore infielder 
Grant Lamberton. If  he can build on a 
season where he batted .280, smacked 
one homerun and drove in 20 runs, 
the Hawks might have some hope for 
2015. Chris McKenna led the Hawks’ 
pitching staff  with a 2.93 ERA and 51 
strikeouts in his 73.2 innings pitched. 
McKenna will likely need to repeat 
that success in 2015 to offset the offen-
sive losses. 

10. Iona (13-31, 9-15 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Senior out-
fielder Jimmy Guiliano
Key Pitcher: Sophomore right-
handed pitcher Bill Maier

Despite a respectable .255 team 
average, the Gaels struggled to drive 
in runs, as they did not have one 
player who knocked in more than 20. 
However, Jimmy Guiliano will have to 
not only maintain his .336 average, but 
also find a way to generate some run 
support for his pitching staff, which 
will be led by Bill Maier. Maier had his 
ups and downs in his rookie campaign, 
but if  he can improve on his 4.15 ERA 
and provide a stable force at the top of  
this staff, the Gaels may just find more 
success in 2015.

11. St. Peter’s (11-41, 6-17 MAAC)
Key Position Player: Junior out-
fielder Rob Moore
Key Pitcher: Junior right-handed 
pitcher John Leiter

Junior outfielder Rob Moore 
smacked five homeruns and drove in 
30 runs to go along with a .307 average 
as a sophomore. Although the team 
struggled in the MAAC with just a 
6-17 record, the offensive firepower of  
Moore and senior Chris Hugg may be 
enough to lead the Peacocks to a better 
finish in 2015. However, the duo will 
be unable to do much to help the team 
if  John Leiter, the nephew of  former 
major leaguer Al Leiter, can’t help 
them out on the mound. Leiter fin-
ished 2014 with a bloated 6.65 ERA, 
while the team pitched to a whopping 
7.68 ERA. If  the pitching staff  does 
not show marked improvement over 
their 2014 season, Moore and Hugg’s 
offense will be little help.

By Brandon Scalea 

THE Rider club hockey team participated in the 
Mid-Atlantic Collegiate Hockey Association 
(MACHA) playoffs in Abingdon, Maryland, 
advancing to the semifinals before being elimi-

nated by in-state rival Rowan. 
In the first round on Feb. 13, the Broncs faced 

a familiar foe in Penn State. Senior goalie Nate 
Kholodenko, 2014-15 MACHA Goalie of  the Year, 
stood tall down the stretch, and the Broncs upset the 
Nittany Lions 4-3. 

Rider wasted no time in joining the scoring sheet, 
with Matt Fox netting a goal just two minutes in. 
Seconds later, senior forward Chris Daley made it 2-0 
on the second shot of  the game.

With 15:44 left in the first, the Lions gained some 

life and cut the lead in half. They looked to capital-
ize again as the Broncs faced a penalty, but freshman 
forward Chris Johnson managed to score for a 3-1 
Rider lead.

Head Coach Sean Levin felt that this was the turn-
ing point of  the game.

“Chris made a phenomenal play,” he said. “Penn 
State likes to take control when they score a goal. We 
didn’t want to let that happen.”

Penn State scored another goal to cut the lead to 
3-2, and the score remained after the first 20 minutes 
completed. 

After a scoreless second period, the final 20 minutes 
of  the game started off  with Penn State tying the 
score at 3. At the midway point of  the third, Rider 
picked up a five-on-three advantage, and scored just 7 

seconds in.
Kholodenko then made continuous saves, allowing 

Rider to secure the 4-3 win.
The following night, Rowan ended the Broncs’ run. 

Like the night before, one team struck early and often, 
but it was not Rider. By the midway point of  the first, 
Rowan led 4-0. Rider gained some life soon, but after 
the first period, there was a 5-2 Rowan lead. 

The Profs would add 2 more on Rider, who self-
destructed in the final two periods. After some ejec-
tions and unsportsmanlike conduct penalties, Rowan 
dominated with a 7-2 win.

While the Broncs’ MACHA run is done, they 
have qualified as the No. 9 seed for the American 
Collegiate Hockey Association (ACHA) Southeast 
regional playoffs.
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M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

4th straight win holds Broncs in top two

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Hot streak breathes life into women’s basketball

By Carlos Toro

WITH two conference victories 
this past week, the Broncs 
have solidified their status as 
contenders for the MAAC 

Championship.
Rider (18-9, 12-4 MAAC) defeated 

Canisius on Feb. 13 and then Niagara 
on Feb. 15 in two road games to extend 
the winning streak to four games.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett says that 
while the team has been doing well this 
season, he feels they’re now playing 
their best basketball of  the year.

“It takes time for a new group to 
gel together,” Baggett said. “It’s been 
fun watching this team during the 
maturation process. Now we’re playing 
together, and the chemistry has been 
very fun to work with.”

Rider started its New York road trip 
in Buffalo, facing off  against Canisius 
(13-12, 8-8 MAAC).

Sophomore guard Jimmie Taylor 
scored the first 6 points for the Broncs, 
followed by layups from sophomore for-
ward Xavier Lundy and junior guard 
Teddy Okereafor to give Rider an early 
10-4 lead. 

The Golden Griffins responded and 
tied the game up at 14 points a piece, 
thanks in part to 5 points from their 
junior center Kevin Bleeker.

Canisius then used 22 first-half  
points in the paint to take control of  
the game. They went into halftime win-
ning 36-28.

Despite Rider’s attempts to close the 
gap early in the second half, Canisius 
consistently responded, holding its lead.

With 12:47 left, Okereafor hit a 

3-pointer to bring Rider back into 
the game, cutting the Canisius lead 
to 4 and sparking a Bronc come-
back. Shortly after senior center Matt 
Lopez made one of  his free throws 
and sophomore forward Khalil Alford 
hit a jumper, Okereafor sank another 
3-pointer to give Rider the 44-42 lead.

Canisius still managed to tie the 
game up thanks to a couple of  free 
throws made by Bleeker with 7:20 left 
in the game.

Taylor broke the tie for the last time 
when he made a three-point shot with 
5:33 remaining to give Rider a lead 
it would not relinquish. Despite more 
comeback efforts from the Golden 
Griffins, the Broncs won the game 
60-59.

Taylor finished with 13 points, and 
Okereafor added 15 points. Senior 
center Matt Lopez had 7 points and 
grabbed eight rebounds.

While Rider’s next opponent, 
Niagara (4-21, 3-13 MAAC), has had 
its struggles this season, the first half  
was a back-and-forth contest that fea-
tured five ties throughout the opening 
period.

The Purple Eagles managed to get a 
6-point lead late in the first half, thanks 
to 4 points from sophomore guard 
Wesley Myers that was part of  an 8-0 
Niagara run. 

Sophomore forward Khalil Thomas, 
who finished with 8 points in his second 
game back from an injury sustained in 
December, thinks the team didn’t play 
up to its potential.

“We started off  a little slow at first,” 
Thomas said. “We played around 

with our opponent for a bit, and we 
shouldn’t have done that.” 

Rider managed to tie the game up 
just before halftime, but quickly fell 
back to a 5-point deficit two minutes 
into the second half. After a layup 
and an ensuing free throw made by 
Lopez, Taylor sank two straight 3-point 
shots and broke the game open, as the 
Broncs won 69-60.

Taylor led the team with 15 points, 
while Okereafor added 13 points and 
five assists. Lopez had 11 points and 
five rebounds to add for the Broncs.

 The Broncs trail Iona by two games 
for the top spot in the conference 

standings. Rider has four regular season 
games remaining, three of  them at 
home. The Broncs face Quinnipiac (14-
11, 8-8 MAAC) on Feb. 19 and Niagara 
again on Feb. 21.

Baggett isn’t looking ahead to the 
MAAC Tournament just yet. He wants 
to try and win every game that he can.

“From the start of  the year, we set 
out to win the MAAC and the way you 
do it is one game at a time,” Baggett 
said. “Our guys know what’s at stake. 
We want to give ourselves the best 
positioning in the league so that we can 
have a better chance at winning the 
championship.”

By Thomas Albano

THE women’s basketball team avenged losses from 
earlier in this season by defeating Monmouth on 
the road on Feb. 13 and Manhattan at home on 
Feb. 15.

With these two wins, the Broncs (10-16, 7-9 
MAAC) are now on a three-game winning streak, the 
first for the team since February 2014. The team is 
now 7-3 in its last 10 conference games, after starting 
MAAC play 0-6.

Senior guard Emily Fazzini attributes the turn-
around to the team riding momentum since its first 
conference win.

“I think we just needed [that one conference win] 
just to get over that hump,” Fazzini said. “And after 
that we just took off  and got the bad taste out of  our 
mouths.”

In the game at West Long Branch, New Jersey, 
against Monmouth (6-10, 10-15 MAAC), both teams 
struggled to take early possession of  the lead, with 
three ties and two lead changes taking place within 
the first 10 minutes of  the game. Down 9-4 after the 
first four minutes, the Broncs went on a 15-2 run and 
were up by 8 with 10:34 left in the half. The Hawks, 
however, continued to apply pressure and cut into the 
lead. The first half  ended with Rider leading 33-30.

The nature of  this game continued into the second 
half, as every time the Broncs tried to pull away, 
Monmouth found a way to answer back. With 10:28 
left in the game, however, Rider began a 16-3 run to 
extend the lead to a point that the Hawks could not 
catch up to. Junior guard Manon Pellet contributed 6 

points to the run, while Fazzini had 5, as the Broncs 
went on to win the game 65-55.

Pellet finished the game with 7 points while making 
five out of  six free throws, and Fazzini finished with 25 
points and four rebounds while making four of  her six 
three-point attempts. Rider went 6 for 12 from beyond 
the arc, while Monmouth was only 1 for 12.

While that contest had competitiveness with 
momentum shifts in the Broncs’ favor, the game on 
Feb. 15 when they hosted Manhattan (2-22, 1-14 
MAAC) saw the team in complete control. Rider 
scored the first points of  the game 19 seconds in with 
a 3-point shot from sophomore guard Robin Perkins 
and never relinquished the lead.

The first half  saw plenty of  defense from the 
Broncs, as senior forward Marritta Gillcrease had 
four blocks, and steals came from Pellet, Fazzini, 
sophomore center Julia Duggan and senior guard 
Lashay Banks. After Manhattan scored with 11:41 
left and Rider scored with 10:31 left, there were no 
points scored by either side until Fazzini made two 
free throws with 3:29 remaining in the half. In fact, 
the Jaspers only scored once after the scoring drought. 
The half  ended with Rider out in front 31-13.

The 13 points were the fewest the team has allowed 
in a half  since Nov. 13, 2011, when Rider held 
Bucknell to just 7 in a 63-43 home victory.

Manhattan scored 4 points to start off  the second 
half, trailing by 14, and that is the closest they got to 
the Broncs the entire 20 minutes. After those baskets, 
Rider continued its domination over the opposition. 
The game ended in a 65-40 Rider victory.

Gillcrease finished the game with a career-high 12 
points, seven rebounds, four blocks and three steals. 
In addition, Pellet had 10 assists, tying a career-high, 
and three steals, and Fazzini ended her game with 22 
points. 

Milligan was very pleased with her team’s work 
against the Jaspers.

“I thought it was a very good defensive perfor-
mance today, particularly in the first half,” Milligan 
said. “I thought we took a lot of  Manhattan’s easy 
looks away early in the first half  and offensively I 
felt our ball movement was terrific. And I think we 
stepped up and made some big shots.”

The team will now take its final road trip of  the 
season — up to New York to take on Canisius (8-17, 
6-10 MAAC) on Feb. 20 and Niagara (12-13, 8-8 
MAAC) on Feb. 22. With the Broncs now having 
played six games in 15 days, Milligan feels this stretch 
and the defensive efforts of  the team are what they 
need to keep momentum rolling and to prepare for the 
MAAC Tournament.

“Scoring 65 in back-to-back games — I’m not 
sure if  we’ve done that all year,” Milligan said. “But 
when your defense is rolling, your offense tends to be 
a little bit better. We cannot wait to get on that bus 
to go to Buffalo. The games are intense and it’s two 
really difficult places to play, but with two weeks left in 
the season, to go up on the Buffalo trip and have the 
chance to give ourselves a good position for March is a 
great thing, and we can’t wait.”

Sophomore guard Jimmie Taylor totaled 28 points in the two victories over Canisius and Niagara.
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