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By Thomas Regan

AMID growing concerns over changing 
threats from terrorist organizations, New 
Jersey’s director of  homeland security 
implored a public forum at Rider to join 

him in protecting America from “main street ter-
rorism” and building “cyber security.”

Dr. Chris Rodriguez, speaking on Feb. 9 at an 
event of  the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey 
Politics, urged students to consider entering 
Rider’s new homeland security program. 

“For those of  you sitting here tonight, con-
sidering whether to take the minor in homeland 

security or to go through with the major, I 
would say the burden of  these chal-

lenges rests on you,” Rodriguez said. 
“I would encourage you, as well, not 
to be discouraged by the strength, 
the resolve and the capabilities of  
our adversaries.”

Rodriguez pointed to the ran-
domness of  main street terror-
ism as a the primary concern. 

“This attack method tends 
to be smaller in scale, carried 
out by individuals inspired or 
affiliated with radical groups,” 
Rodriguez said. “And rather 
than the attacks we are accus-
tomed to in the past, includ-
ing 9/11, against airports, 

against sporting venues, large buildings, terrorists 
are targeting coffee shops, markets, workplaces, 
not because of  their scope or scale, but because 
of  their unpredictability.”

With main street terrorism stretching across 
the world, most recently in Sydney and Paris, 
Rodriguez described the challenge of  employing 
successful preventative measures.

“Less-sophisticated main street terrorism is 
rapidly becoming the primary threat to our safety 
and security,” Rodriguez said. “And what this 
dynamic does is that it forces the law enforcement 
and intelligence communities to rely increasingly, 
although not exclusively, on tips and leads, as well 
as our relationships with community leaders and 
authorities. This main street terrorism is notori-
ously difficult to detect and to deter.”

In regard to cyber security, Rodriguez high-
lighted the infamous Sony Pictures hack as a 
prime example of  the potential for serious danger 
in the virtual world. However, he admits there 
are a lot of  unknowns in regards to what hackers 
will do with information gathered from successful 
hacks.

“Now, what we don’t know is how or if  these 
intrusions can be further operationalized to con-
duct economic warfare,” Rodriguez said. “What 
the federal government told us is that the vast 
majority of  these cyber intrusions enter the sys-
tems through vulnerabilities that can be plugged 
with existing and commercially available technol-
ogy. What this means 
is that victims gener-
ally do not employ 

By Thomas Albano

AFTER two intense home games that went into 
overtime, the men’s basketball team defeated 
Fairfield on Feb. 5 and defending MAAC cham-
pion Manhattan on Feb. 8 to gain sole possession 

of  second place in the conference.
The Broncs (16-9, 10-4 MAAC) tried to get an 

upper hand in the first half  against the struggling 
Stags (6-17, 4-9 MAAC), though not that many 
points were scored. In fact, the whole game did 
not see either team lead by double digits. Rider’s 
largest lead margin of  the game was 9 with five 
minutes remaining in the half. The half  came to 
a close with the Broncs ahead 20-13.

Senior center Matt Lopez was already on his 
way to a double-double, scoring 10 points and 
collecting 8 rebounds in the first half. Rider did, 
however, show some signs of  struggle by manag-
ing to go only 1 for 9 in 3-point shots and 1 for 3 in 
free throws. The Stags did not have any free throw 
attempts in the first 20 minutes, but scored 9 out of  
their 13 first-half  points from beyond the arc. 
The second half  began with another slow-paced, 
back-and-forth battle for the lead, but Fairfield began 
to get the upper hand and cut Rider’s lead down to 2 
after six minutes, thanks in part to two 3-pointers by 
Stags’ junior forward Marcus Gilbert.

Then things started to fall apart for the Broncs. 
They committed four turnovers in approximately 
five minutes and went only 6 for 11 from the charity 
stripe in the half. This resulted in Fairfield’s eventually 
taking the lead. The Broncs were behind by 7 with 

4:04 left to play, but they would not back down. They 
ended up going on a 7-0 run in the final minutes of  
regulation to send the game into overtime.

The five-minute overtime period saw Rider struggle 
even more to keep control and to make free throws, as 
the team was 4 for 8 in overtime with 10 seconds left.

It was at that point that arguably the biggest 
moment of  the game occurred. After Gilbert stole 

the ball from gradu-
ate guard Anthony 
D’Orazio, players 
went to the ground 
and a Fairfield player 
called a timeout to 
prevent a jump ball. 
The only problem was 
Fairfield did not have 
a timeout to use. This 
resulted in a technical 

foul being 
issued, and 
junior 
guard 
Teddy 
Okereafor 
sinking 
both free 
throws 
to seal 
the 54-52 

victory.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett was pleased 
with the outcome, but had some sympathy for 

Fairfield’s situation at the end.
“I’m certainly happy that we won the game,” 

Baggett said. “I feel bad for the young man that called 
the timeout. That’s a tough situation to be in.”

Baggett did not, however, attempt to hide any of  
the problems that the Broncs had during the game.

“At the end of  the day these free throws are going 
to cost us eventually,” Baggett said. “And that is what’s 
scaring me the most.”

When Rider hosted Manhattan (12-11, 9-5 MAAC) 
in the battle for second place, the Broncs wasted little 
time in getting out to a com-
manding lead. At the first 
media timeout, 9:45 into the 

Lopez leads Broncs to new heights
Dr. Chris Rodriguez addresses the crowd at the latest Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics event. 

➠ SEE LOPEZ
PAGE 11

➠ SEE HOMELAND
PAGE 3Em

ily
 K

el
le

y/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

A call to arms in the war on terror
New Jersey’s director 
of  homeland security 
visits Rider, recruits 
for the fight

Justin Rodney/The Rider News

Matt Lopez, left, puts up a hook shot on Feb. 5.
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News
Thursday, February 12

#BlackLivesMatter: Justice for All?         
11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room
Students, staff and faculty are invited to a “chat ’n’ 
chew” discussion of  decision-making during the grand 
jury process, as well as the portrayal of  African-Amer-
icans in these decisions. Rider University faculty in the 
departments of  criminal justice, sociology and political 
science will be providing expertise on the issues.

Monday, February 16

Blood Drive
1 p.m. - 7 p.m., SRC
Students can donate blood at an event sponsored 
by the Student Blood Council and the Community 
Blood Council of  New Jersey. For additional informa-
tion students can contact Student Health Services at 
(609)-896-5060.   

By Casey Gale

OVER winter break, Rider launched a business 
major that will come in handy for those looking 
to take advantage of  the boom in health care 
without scrubbing in: health care management.

     The new major, which was previously only offered 
as a minor, consists of  seven health care management 
courses, including one research seminar or semester-
long internship for experiential learning. Dr. Hope 
Corman, a finance and economics professor who 
teaches students about the field, said she’s excited to 
broaden Rider’s horizons.
     “The field of  health care is constantly changing, 
so there are always new developments, and many new 
aspects to learn,” said Corman. “Recently there has 
been a push from both the private sector and from 
the public sector to base decisions on allocation of  
resources more toward data-driven decision-making. 
This means that analysts and managers have a greater 
influence on the way that health care is delivered, and 
have a greater role in decision-making than in the 
past.”
     Corman said that the health care sector is the larg-
est in the U.S. economy, comprising almost 18% of  
total economic activity in the country.  
      “Health care-related goods and services are pro-
duced and consumed in every country in the world, 
and there are fascinating components both domesti-
cally and globally,” she said.
     Corman and Dr. Kelly Noonan, another professor 
who is teaching in the program, are longtime research 
associates of  the National Bureau of  Economic 
Research (NBER), a nonprofit economic research 

organization. Corman said their experience will give 
health care management students a leg up in gaining 
access to the latest information in the industry.  
     “Because of  our affiliation with this group, we have 
access to the latest research, and we receive great feed-
back on our own research,” said Corman. “We feel 
that this puts us at a great advantage because we are a 
part of  this elite group of  health economists, and have 
first access to cutting-edge research. We bring discus-
sion of  this research into the health economics class, 
and our knowledge of  health economics research is 
essential for helping students who do either the indi-
vidual or the group research project.”
     For those already in the minor, the major is an 
opportunity to build on the skills they have been work-
ing to acquire.
     “Students have become much more savvy about 
the incredible career opportunities in this field,” said 
Corman. “Some of  these students had been unaware 
of  the technical, administrative and managerial 
opportunities in health care management, but the 
publicity surrounding the launch of  the major was a 
great tool for making students more aware of  these 
opportunities.”
     Business students are excited to see their college 
expand.
     “I’m glad that Rider is taking an approach to 
a new and growing field and giving students more 
opportunities to learn about their interests,” said 
Nicholas McManus, sophomore information systems 
major.
     An information session on the major will be held 
on Feb. 14 at 10 a.m. in North Hall in room 202.

Veteran to speak for gay rights

IRAQ War veteran and gay rights activist Eric Alva 
will come to Rider on Feb. 17 to discuss his role in 
the repeal of  the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy, 
and his experiences as an openly gay sergeant in 

the U.S. military.
Michael Rutkowski, grants manager and the 

event’s coordinator, said Alva will give students a 
detailed insight into the difficulties gays and lesbians 
face while serving in the military.

“He will share not just his coming out story, but 
the struggles in the military and all about his life,” 
he said. “He stayed true to himself  throughout all 
his struggles and we’re hoping for this event to be 
a very intimate experience for him to connect with 
students.”

Tuesday, February 17 in SWG 115 at 7:30 p.m.

Health admin enters ‘major’ leagues

In the article “New man on the job” in the Feb. 4 issue, 
President Mordechai Rozanski’s surname was spelled 
incorrectly in a caption. 

In the article “Cuba exhibit yields rare cross-cultural 
experience” in the Feb. 4 issue, the photos credited to 
Dax Finley were taken by Emily Kelley.

C O R R E C T I O N S
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By Gianluca D’Elia

COMMUNITY service efforts at Rider 
will now be made easier with a 
unique, up-and-coming social 
media platform called GiveGab. 

Both a website and a mobile application, 
GiveGab is designed to alert students 
about volunteer opportunities in their 
area. 

According to community service 
coordinator Jane Sanchez, Rider did 
not previously have a platform for 
students to find opportunities on their 
own. 

“People had to contact non-profits 
themselves if  they wanted to do 
community service,” Sanchez said. 
“GiveGab will provide us with a great 
way to connect interested volunteers 
with partners in the community, and it 
gives us a place to keep track of  all the 
programs we offer.” 

Rider is registered as a “community” 
on GiveGab. Student leaders can create 
a group within the Rider University 
community page for their own organi-
zations. This will allow them to better 
organize their members, keep track of  
service hours, and share information 
about upcoming opportunities for vol-
unteer work. One of  the useful features 

of  GiveGab is that users can log the 
amount of  service hours they have 
completed. If  those individuals are part 
of  the Rider community on GiveGab, 
their hours will count towards the 
total amount of  service hours Rider 
University has completed altogether. 

Since GiveGab alerts users about 
service projects near their location, 
students can participate in projects off  
campus. Rider students will also be 
able to engage in volunteer opportuni-
ties with nearby organizations such 
as Habitat for Humanity, Homefront 
and El Centro of  Catholic Charities in 
Trenton. 

Freshman business and education 
major Alexis Esposito has been using 
GiveGab actively to share information 
about a service project she is working 
on with the Saint Bernard’s Project to 
rebuild houses for residents of  Jersey 
Shore towns who lack the financial 
means to rebuild on their own. 

“GiveGab has allowed me to reach 
out to more people,” Esposito said. “I 
can connect with individuals that might 
not have volunteered prior to making a 
GiveGab account.” Through GiveGab, 
Esposito set up her own page, on which 
she posted pictures from previous 

rebuilding events and gained seven new 
volunteers for a trip to Sea Bright, N.J., 
next month.

Over 25 organizations and clubs 
at Rider have already registered with 
the community. Bre’Quan Simon, a 
junior marketing major and commu-
nity service intern, has been presenting 
seminars to student leaders so they can 
start using the app. 

“GiveGab has both a volunteer 
component and a social media pres-
ence that students will really like,” said 
Simon. 

Students can more easily volunteer 
at events that they feel strongly about 
on a more consistent basis.

“Our office has traditionally spon-
sored large monthly service events,” 
said Sanchez. “Now students can find 
local service projects based on the 
interests they include on their GiveGab 
profiles. That’s our main goal. Service 
truly makes an impact when students 
feel passionate. Once you find whatever 
it is that you truly love and believe in, 
that’s when you push yourself  to make 
an impact.” 

News

Broncs in a China Shop
     Guess you could say the 
students came in like a wreck-
ing ball. On Feb. 4 at 10:30 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to 
Hill Hall on the report of criminal 
mischief. Upon arrival, Public 
Safety spoke with a female staff 
member, who said she was alerted 
to residents tearing up their living 
area. Specifically, investigations 
found room numbers ripped off 
the wall, causing damage; figures 
drawn on the wall in deodorant; 
several holes in the wall; broken 
pieces of furniture; items related 
to drinking games; and some 
property thought to have been 
taken from Rider. Public Safety has 
recommended that the students 
involved be charged with misap-
propriation of property, vandalism 
and violation of the alcohol policy.
 

Bleeding Cranberry
But the question is, were they 

bleeding cranberry? On Feb. 7 
at 1:11 a.m., Public Safety was 
dispatched to Cranberry’s to assist 
in managing a large crowd exiting 
the pub with the help of supple-
mental patrol from the Lawrence 
Township Police Department. A 
physical altercation broke out 
between two females, who were 
later identified to be students. 
The students were kicking and 
punching each other. Lawrence 
Township Police moved in to 
break up the fight and arrest both 
individuals. They were hand-
cuffed and taken into custody for 
processing. They have been issued 
no contact orders and interim 
suspensions. Investigation is 
ongoing, and students with infor-
mation are encouraged to contact 
Public Safety. 

Unknown Sleeper
Maybe he just needed a nap. 

On Feb. 8 at 2:01 a.m., Public 
Safety observed a male sleeping 
in a vehicle parked on Complex 
Drive, near Switlik Hall. Public 
Safety and Lawrence Township 
supplemental patrol woke the 
man after several attempts, and 
found that he seemed disoriented. 
He was identified as a visitor who 
came to see his brother and a 
friend, both students. He admit-
ted to drinking the previous 
afternoon, and was an underage 
drinker. Investigation revealed 
that, although he does know Rider 
students, he was not visiting any-
one during this particular visit. He 
arranged for someone to take him 
and his vehicle home, and he has 
been made persona non grata. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Homeland
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Connecting, volunteering through innovative technology

From left, Patrick Brennan, Alexis Esposito, Jane Sanchez, Esther Folaranmi and John Modica.

New semester dials up new Internet speeds
By Shanna O’Mara

AS students made their way back onto campus 
after winter break, they were greeted by new 
professors, new syllabi and even new Wi-Fi.

The bandwidth increase, originally sched-
uled for summer 2015 but accelerated to accommo-
date students during this spring semester, increased 
Rider’s Internet bandwidth from 650MB to 1GB, 
according to Carol Kondrach, associate vice president 
for Information Technology. 

The past fall semester saw an increase in usage 
that caused lengthy loading times and even a short 
crash across campus on Oct. 23. Movie sites and other 
media downloads consumed upwards of  50% of  the 
entire bandwidth available to the university, result-
ing in technological issues for all those utilizing the 
network.

 “With the upgrade, we are in a better position to 
provide enough bandwidth to the university to allow 
for popular services like Netflix and Amazon to be 
used, without deteriorating the services needed for 
academic and business use,” Kondrach said.

By expanding the use of  services in the cloud, 

students are experiencing fewer difficulties when 
logged into nowires. “The Wi-Fi on campus is defi-
nitely faster,” said Michelle Aster, junior elementary 
education major. “I find myself  having to check 
MyRider or Canvas quickly before class, and it always 
loads at a fast speed.” Aster is a resident on campus 
who frequently uses nowires to access her Netflix 
account in her dorm. “I haven’t had any trouble with 
it loading, and it hasn’t buffered once,” she said.

Junior marketing major Morgan Dziura, on the 
other hand, has not seen much improvement.

“All I want to do is watch Grey’s Anatomy. I don’t 
need it crashing every 10 minutes.”  

This project was financed from existing operat-
ing funds. Equipment costs totaled approximately 
$130,000 and were paid for over the course of  three 
years by dipping into an account allocated for network 
upgrades. Declining prices of  Internet bandwidth 
resulted in a negligible incremental cost. 

With the increased bandwidth at Rider came the 
need for improvements in network security.

 “The university made significant investments in 
equipment and infrastructure including fiber optic 

cabling, a router and firewall to accommodate future 
increases in the Internet bandwidth,” Kondrach said.

While staff  and students at Rider are pleased 
with the outcome of  the latest upgrade, even more 
improvements are on the horizon. 

“Planning is already underway to expand the wire-
less network and launch Google Drive for document 
storage and collaboration,” Kondrach said. 

Improvements such as the use of  Google Drive 
already have professors interested in the syncing of  
students’ Rider email accounts and the drive fea-
tures. Dr. Barry Janes, professor of  communication, 
expressed this excitement in his video production class 
by discussing the benefits of  allowing students to share 
and edit work online through their already existent 
Rider Gmail accounts. 

The upgrade is designed to accommodate usage 
growth over the next three to five years, but technol-
ogy experts at Rider are already looking to future 
improvements in the network. 

simple security measures to protect their systems.”
In an effort to strengthen the cyber security within 

New Jersey, Rodriguez aspires to provide a free protec-
tion consultation.

After listening to Rodriguez describe New Jersey 
and the world’s preventative efforts to protect against 
terrorism, sophomore accounting major David 
Campbell said he felt better.

“Dr. Rodriguez brought an insightful mind to 
Rider, and he has 10 years of  experience working for 
the CIA. His thoughts and ideas are incredibly valu-
able,” Campbell said. “While listening to his speech, 
I felt that New Jersey citizens can look forward to a 
greater overall sense of  security, both within the state 
and with international travel arrangements.”

However, the future of  safety will be contingent 
upon the number of  bright minds Rodriguez can con-
vince to pursue a career in homeland security.

“Americans have carried the heavy burden in 
ensuring the security of  our way of  life, and ensuring 
the security of  our allies around the world and our 
strength as a nation,” Rodriguez said. “And I hope 
that you will join me in fulfilling this solemn duty.”
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Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment

Black history month events venture to inspire students of all interests and backgrounds

P R E V I E W

16 chicks croonin’ 
in country cabaret
By Tara DeLorenzo

RIDER musical theater will be saying “Howdy!” 
to some of  country music’s best-selling women 
with its spring cabaret, “Constant Craving: 
A Country Music Cabaret.” The event will 

be taking place Feb. 13 and 14 in the Bart Luedeke 
Center Theater.

This cabaret will feature only women perform-
ers and is directed by Franklin Trapp. It will feature 
an array of  numbers from country stars, such as 
the Dixie Chicks, Patsy Cline, Reba McEntire and 
Carrie Underwood. 

 “This show is a revue of  country music, both 
vintage and contemporary,” said Trapp. “It is a 
showcase of  the diversity of  music from the country 
music canon. The show highlights the talents of  16 
Rider University women and will have a concert feel 
to it, complete with a live band on stage.”

As the director of  this cabaret show, Trapp is 
passionate about country music. His selection of  the 
genre was meant to challenge and inspire both the 
performers and the audience. 

“Country music is a storytelling genre,” said 
Trapp. “I wanted to pick a genre that requires great 
singing, but really emphasizes the ability to tell a 
story about raw human emotions and situations. 
Country music fit the bill.”

Ensemble member, soloist and dancer Ashten 
Banister, a senior musical theater major, also has a 
passion for the cabaret’s theme, and is eager for the 
audience to see the show. 

“I am from Tennessee, and I am beyond excited 
to share some of  my heart and home with you 
northerners,” she said. 

The show itself  will be centered on powerful 
women country singers, and when planning the 
show, Trapp immediately focused on two of  the 
major artists.

“Dolly Parton and Reba McEntire both have 
gorgeous voices,” said Trapp. “Their music really 
taps into some exciting themes that provide wonder-
ful opportunities for our performers.”

In having such an experience as perfomers, the 
16 women were able to develop a show in which 
every number being performed will be something to 
look forward to.  

“Franklin Trapp wanted to celebrate coun-
try music and to tell stories through the different 
country songs that are in the show,” said Banister. 
“There is a ton of  stand-out moments in the show. 
Every single girl in the cast has a wonderful, unique 
energy. I am thrilled for people to see what talent 
this cast has.” 

Working on the show was an experience Banister 

was proud to be a part of, as everything fell together 
seamlessly.

“The process of  putting the show together was 
quick and painless,” she said. “We staged the show 
in a total of  three days because everyone was so 
on top of  their music. The director, music direc-
tor, choreographer, stage manager, assistant stage 
manager and the cast have all made this experience 
an amazingly fun one.” 

Trapp, too, was impressed with how the produc-
tion came together, and said he “loved every part. 
I have an amazing cast, crew and am working with 
marvelous designers.”

According to Trapp, this show is unique because 
country music is not the most popular genre on 
campus.

“Country music has not been highlighted as a 
viable performance genre at Rider,” said Trapp. “I 
think those who see the show, especially the stu-
dents, will discover music that they want to explore 
and use for themselves.”

Banister agrees with the director’s sentiments and 
has high hopes for the audience’s reaction to the 
performances. 

“The audience has the ability to go on emo-
tional journeys with each of  the cast members, both 
heartbreaking and delightful, and to be a part of  
the fun we are having on stage. They should expect 
everything — tear-jerkers, a ton of  ‘Yee-ha’s,’ big 
group numbers and simply a good time,” she said. 
“I believe the audience will be shocked by how 
much fun they had.” 

Performances will take place at 7:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 13 and 14 in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater. 
Admission will be free.

Additional reporting by Emily Klingman and Alyssa Naimoli 

An African Dance Class led by Egun Omode Shule was held on Feb. 10 in the Fireside Lounge. Attendees learned not only African dance moves, but also about the history behind the specific dances. 
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By Tara DeLorenzo

IN an effort to raise awareness of  both the history and 
culture of  African Americans, the Black Student 
Union (BSU) and the Office of  Multicultural Affairs 
have joined forces to create a diverse array of  events 

for students to attend. 
These programs range from competitions, keynote 

speakers, a jeopardy game, and food competitions. On 
Feb. 10, they had an African Dance Class led by Egun 
Omode Shule, an African-cultured school in Trenton. 
With the various activities, it seems that there is an 
event for students of  all types. 

“We have so many diverse cultures [at Rider], 
and they like so many different things,” said Pamela 
Pruitt, director of  the Office of  Multicultural Affairs. 
“Black Student Union would like to bring awareness 
about the African American experience and history. 
It’s important to have different events reach people in 

other ways. The variety is there to bring awareness to 
people who like different things. It doesn’t have to be 
just African American people — it’s all people.”

The next events will be taking place on Feb. 12: 
Black History Jeopardy will be taking place at 7 p.m., 
and #BlackLivesMatter will be at 11:30 a.m. Both 
events will take place in the Mercer Room.

Black History Jeopardy will be testing student 
teams about historic events, quotes, etc. The game 
will include two rounds of  regular jeopardy, as well as 
double jeopardy. Prizes will be awarded to the winning 
team. 

#BlackLivesMatter will be a discussion-based pro-
gram, open to both students and faculty. It will address 
the portrayal of  African Americans – more specifically, 
it focuses on that representation during the decision-
making process of  grand juries, especially in relation 
to recent racially charged incidents in Staten Island 

and in Ferguson, Mo. Faculty from the departments 
of  criminal justice, sociology, psychology and political 
science will all be involved in the forum to add their 
ideas and enhance the discussion. 

President of  the BSU and junior biology major, 
Evelyn Campbell, is eager to see how students react to 
the events. 

“When it comes to the #BlackLivesMatter event, 
I’m very excited for the one-on-one dialogue students 
will be able to have with faculty and the enlighten-
ment that the discussion will bring,” she said. “For the 
Black History Jeopardy, I am excited to see what teams 
know the most black history, as well the education the 
program will bring.”

More information about the Black History 
Month events can be found online at www.rider.edu/
black-history-month. 

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Em

ily
 K

el
le

y/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

Left to Right: Anna K. Smith, Marissa Girgus, Ally Hern, Hannah Bearer, Sarah Catherine Carter and Ashten Banister.

Ally Hern Angelina Valente Left to right: Abigail Anderson, Darcy Green and Sarah Davis
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G R E E N  CO R N E R

Green contest mania
DO you regularly recycle your 

bottles, cans, paper products 
and techno trash? What about 
taking a reusable bag on shop-

ping trips? If  these actions are part 
of  your daily life, then get ready to 
help Rider participate in this year’s 
Recyclemania competition.

Daily, 4.38 pounds of  trash 
are generated by each American, 
according to the Environmental 
Protection Agency. Continuing at 
this rate, well over one ton of  waste 
is created by each person in a year. 
These values can only be changed 
through actions such as recycling, 
reusing, upcycling, and — most 

importantly — reducing excess. The 
eight-week Recyclemania contest 
is held nationally to spread under-
standing of  this truth. By sharing 
recycling facts and history, and 
helping students to learn and adopt 
sustainable lifestyles, the competition 
aims towards decreasing the amount 
of  waste sent to landfills. 

Eco-Reps continue to move 
around campus each week with 
exciting information about recycling, 
but this year we’re bringing a new 
component to our tables and your 
phones. Students will be encouraged 
to record their sustainable actions by 
posting 

F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Wake up, Gen Y!
THE vast and complicated issues 

facing today’s generation can 
leave many with uncertainty 
and fear that nothing 

can be done,” said actor 
Ryan Gosling, narrator and 
co-producer of  this month’s 
green film, #Regeneration. 
“Yet by exploring how the 
influence of  our media, 
parents and education have 
shaped us, we can begin to 
understand what we must 
change, both as a generation 
and a culture.”

Rider’s green film series doesn’t 
typically touch on issues such as 
the negative effects that the media 
and education have on our genera-
tion of  Americans — Generation 
Y. But #Regeneration, which will be 
shown Feb. 11 at 7 p.m. in Sweigart 
Auditorium, shows that every aspect 
of  our lives relates to sustainability.

The film starts out by analyz-
ing our generation, deeming us a 
self-absorbed generation that has 
no purpose or historical role. Do 
we have the right to be offended by 
that statement? After comparing our 
generation to the young people of  
the ’60s and ’70s — a generation 
that risked their lives to stand up 
against racial discrimination and a 
futile war in Vietnam — it’s undeni-
able that we are not stepping up to 
the plate.

But the film doesn’t just dismiss 
us as a failure of  a generation or 
blame us for being the egocentric 
Americans that we truly are. Instead, 
#Regeneration blames the media.

We aren’t ignorant about the 
issues of  the world because we are 
stupid. The media don’t show us 
what’s really going on. Death and 
violence and suffering are shown, 
but sanitized. The complex under-
lying forces are barely mentioned. 
The media are used to distract us, 
not inform us. This is the heart of  
the issue, says the film.

But the media aren’t the only 
ones to blame. #Regeneration also 
points a finger at our parents and 
the self-esteem-boosting movement 
of  the late ’90s. Our generation 
has been told our entire lives that 

we are special; the most important 
person in the world; able to achieve 
anything; a good person, despite our 

bad choices and actions. 
Our generation might be 
a bunch of  self-absorbed 
people with tunnel vision, 
but the unwarranted flat-
tery of  the prior gen-
eration played a role in 
making us who we are.

Growing up in a digital 
environment didn’t do us 

much good either, says the 
film, which claims that growing up 
watching fake video game characters 
and movie stars get murdered on 
screens, rather than being exposed 
to the real death and devastation in 
the world through news, has drained 
our generation of  empathy. Our 
generation isn’t watching the war 
play out on our television screens — 
we are safely pretending that it isn’t 
a reality. After televised footage of  
the civil rights movement and the 
Vietnam War sent America into an 
angry outrage, the media decided 
that they were better off  keeping 
people ignorant and calm.

So what does all this have to 
do with the earth, global warming 
and sustainability? Gosling has the 
answer. “We want to save our earth,” 
he says, “but we’re so intrinsically 
connected to some form of  a screen, 
we hardly have enough time to look 
up and see what the earth is saying.” 

#Regeneration offers an eye-
opening look into our generation of  
Americans and their role, or lack of, 
in the world. But how can we change 
who we are? We need to celebrate 
the fact that we live in a country in 
which freedom exists, and use that 
freedom wisely. As the film so bla-
tantly declares, freedom is not going 
out on Friday night, drinking beer 
and watching television. That is the 
reality that we must face if  we hope 
to make any valuable contribution to 
history and this place we call home.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

managing editor, Sarah Bergen. 

“

Opinion

Ryan Gosling
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FEBRUARY
VALUE DEALS

6$ CHICKEN 
CIABATTA

  Add & Save! 
Earn a 10% Bonus anytime you 
add $100 or more Bronc Bucks 

onto your Rider ID @RiderDining

@Rider_Dining

@RiderDining

Subway

Andrew J’s

Connect

Cranberry’s

their steps toward sustainability, or uploading a 
green-deed selfie on Twitter or the MyActions app. 
Each time a student, staff  or faculty member logs 
his or her actions in accordance with the challenge, 
Rider gets a point added to our school’s total score. 
All contributions are important for our campus goals 
of  sustainability, and winning the challenge would 
demonstrate the level of  commitment to going green 

that is present within the Bronc community. 
As a part of  this 3R Actions Challenge, themes 

for social media posting differ every two weeks. The 
contest kicked off  Feb. 1 with recycling as the theme. 
Cutting back on single-use items is the next topic, 
so be sure to post about doing things like partici-
pating in the Green to Go program or filling up at 
Elkay units between Feb. 15-28. The next theme is 
waste reduction, beginning March 1, which includes 
actions from double-sided printing to taking notes 
online. Rounding out the topics, from March 15-28, 
zero waste actions are highlighted. These include 

biodegradable items, composting food scraps, and 
many other creative initiatives.  

Ways of  decreasing trash are readily available 
at Rider, and just as easily adopted at home. By 
demonstrating these types of  sustainable choices on 
campus, students can encourage others to do the 
same, and carry a green lifestyle into their futures.   
For more information about how you can participate 
in the challenge, go to the Recyclemania page in the 
Broncs Go Green section of  Rider’s website.

-Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep 

Recycle
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Opinion
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Sports

By Brandon Scalea 

THE quest to get back into the national spotlight 
continued last weekend for the wrestling team, 
with two home matches against Drexel and 
Cleveland State. The winning streak increased to 

three, as the Broncs edged out the Dragons by a 20-17 
score, but were quickly halted against Cleveland State 
after a slow start hurt the Broncs and led to a 21-16 
loss. 

Against local rival Drexel (6-10, 3-1 EIWA), the 
Broncs (11-7, 2-2 EWL) won five bouts en route to 
another win at Alumni Gym. The Dragons put up a 
fight, however, winning three matches in overtime, 
including upsets in the 141 and 157-pound weight 
classes. Rider lost at Drexel last year, but has won 33 
of  42 matches between the two schools. 

Rider trailed early after 191-pound freshman Ali 
Yildiz lost by technical fall, but 197-pound senior 
Donald McNeil won in overtime to cut the lead to 5-3.

The two teams split the next two bouts before Rob 
Deutsch, a 133-pound junior, won a major decision 
to put the Broncs on top 10-8, improving Deutsch’s 
record to 20-6 on the year, including 14-3 in duals.

Rider and Drexel then went back-and-forth on 
victories for the final five bouts. While the Broncs only 
took two of  those, they were key victories from B.J. 
Clagon, a 149-pound freshman, and Conor Brennan, 
a 165-pound junior. Clagon continued his success 
on the mat, winning his bout by major decision for 
a 14-11 Rider lead. Clagon, a four-time NHSCA 
National Champion at Toms River South High 
School, is now 20-7 on the year, as well as 13-4 in 
duals.

Brennan, who won by fall to give his team a 20-14 
lead, feels it is crucial for team members like him to 
step up in these situations.

“Our team needs to get back on track to where we 

were in the beginning of  the season,” Brennan said. 
“We had some injuries to key guys so our team needs 
all the bonus points we can get. Being the guy to get 
those points is a good feeling.”

On Feb. 7, the Broncs looked for revenge on a 
Cleveland State team, also a member of  the EWL, 
who beat them last season. They were able to win 
four matches by pin and one by major decision, but 
it wasn’t enough to knock off  the Vikings (6-2, 3-2 
EWL).

After losing the first six bouts for an 18-0 deficit, 
141-pound senior Chuck Zeisloft won to get Rider on 
the board.

Brennan was able to win by pin for the second 
match in a row, earning the final points for the Broncs.

Also for the Broncs, Clagon won another major 
decision for his 21st win in his freshman campaign, 
and 157-pound red-shirt freshman Chad Walsh won 
his team-leading 24th decision. He is 4-0 in the EWL. 
As much as anyone, Walsh appreciates the role he’s 
had for this team. 

“It means everything to me to see my hard work 
paying off,” Walsh said. “I get back on the bus and 
I feel good about being a consistent guy who the 
coaches expect to step up for the team.”

Associate Head Coach John Hangey agreed that 
the pair of  reliable freshmen have promise.

“B.J. and Chad are two special kids. They expect to 
win and these are guys we need around here,” Hangey 
said. “They have so many great qualities and they will 
take our program in the right direction in the coming 
years.”

Rider has now won four of  its last six matches 
after falling out of  the national polls. Hangey stressed 
that although being in the national spotlight isn’t the 
Broncs’ sole concern, they’d like to get back up there. 

“We need to buckle down and keep grinding,” 

Hangey said. “Injuries have been an issue this year but 
with some guys coming back we expect to get back to 
where we were early in the season.”

The Broncs will look to continue their success on 
the road against another solid program, Lock Haven, 
on Feb. 13.

W R E S T L I N G

Pair of freshmen guide Broncs to weekend split

Lopez leads Broncs, now second, to new heights
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

game, they were already leading 25-12. 
The Jaspers, however, woke up 

and went on a 7-2 run before the next 
media timeout in an attempt to close 
the lead. The Broncs’ free throw trou-
ble returned as they managed only two 
successful free throws in 11 attempts. 
This included Okereafor missing both 
free throws earned on a technical foul 
by the Manhattan head coach. At the 
end of  the first half, the game was tied 
at 37.

The first portion of  the second half  
was all Manhattan, which managed to 
get a 10-point lead with 11:27 to go. 
But once sophomore guard Jimmie 
Taylor sank a 3-pointer at the halfway 
point, it was yet another back-and-forth 
battle. With 17 seconds left in the game 
and the team trailing by 2, Okereafor 
was fouled and earned another shot at 
the free-throw line. He hit both, and 
overtime started in Alumni Gym again. 
This was the third time the Broncs 
played an overtime period this year, the 
first also coming against the Jaspers.

Baggett said he does not mind when 
the team has to play overtime because 
it’s an exciting feeling and it’s one of  
the times he feels his team is the most 
composed.

“It doesn’t get any better than that 
if  you’re a competitor and a true fan 
of  basketball,” he said. “That’s what I 
am, that’s what [my players] are. We’re 
passionate about what we do.”

When it came to free throws in the 
overtime period, Rider shined. The 
team managed to go 8 for 13 from the 
charity stripe in the five minutes, while 
Manhattan went only 1 for 6. The 
Broncs went on to win 85-77, gaining 
sole possession of  second place in the 
MAAC.

Baggett gave some credit to the fans.
“[They] were awesome,” Baggett 

said. “They did a really good job of  
rooting guys on, and when guys were 
shooting free throws from Manhattan, 
they did a good job of  yelling. They 
were definitely the sixth man today.”

Taylor finished the game with 
13 points and four rebounds, and 
Okereafor finished with 16 points and 
five rebounds. Lopez had yet another 
noteworthy game, earning his second 
double-double in two games with 27 
points, 10 rebounds and going 7 for 9 
in free throws. This is Lopez’s eighth 
double-double this season.

Lopez, a transfer from Utah State, 

felt the Manhattan defense had not 
changed since the game a few weeks 
ago, including strong play by their 
junior forward Ashton Pankey.

“They seemed to have a similar 
approach since the last time we saw 
them,” Lopez said. “It’s all just com-
petitive. I respect [Pankey’s] game.”

Lopez’s play not only earned him 
MAAC Player of  the Week awards, but 
Baggett also feels he could be a nomi-
nee for MAAC Player of  the Year.

“He’s been the MVP of  this team, 
that’s for sure,” Baggett said. “Look 
what we’re doing with him. I wish I had 
him another four more years.”

The team will now travel to upstate 

New York to battle with Canisius and 
Niagara. With six games left in the 
season, Baggett wants to focus and 
make sure nothing happens like last 
season, when the team went 1-7 down 
the stretch.

“It’s one game at a time,” Baggett 
said. “We can’t have any slip-ups. 
Everyone is important now. This is 
jockeying for position and I just want 
this to be an awesome year.”
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Senior forward Junior Fortunat throws down a dunk against conference rival Manhattan on Feb. 8. Rider’s win places them second in the MAAC. 
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B.J. Clagon, a 149-pound freshman, won matches against both 
Drexel and Cleveland State on Feb. 6 and 7, respectively. 
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Sports
Cottam scores pro deal
By Thomas Regan

ALL-TIME assist leader of  the 
Rider women’s soccer team, Abi 
Cottam, ’12, returned to England 
with professional aspirations after 

leading the Rider women’s soccer team 
to its first three winning seasons since 
2004. 

Cottam, who is also third all-time in 
goals scored, with 26, and points, with 
78, was working with retail store M and 
M Direct in information technology 
when she received a contract on to play 
for Aston Villa of  the Women’s Super 
League 2 (WSL2) — a new extension 
to the Women’s Super League. The 
signing was announced by the team on 
Jan. 24. 

Her desire to play professionally was 
sown at a young age when she was told 
that the sport was a man’s game.

“I have always wanted to play 
professional soccer,” Cottam said in an 
e-mail. “When I was 7, the boys at my 
school told me, ‘Girls can’t play foot-
ball.’ From that moment on, it was all 
I wanted to do. And I like to think I’ve 
proved them wrong now.”

Despite her childhood motivation to 
pursue soccer as a profession, her trip 
home across the Atlantic was filled with 
more practical considerations.

“When I returned to England, it 
was always my goal to play at the top 
level,” Cottam said. “When I first got 
back, I had to consider other things 
such as work. I had been away a long 
time, so I essentially had to rebuild my 
life. But once I was settled, I knew I 
wanted to push my soccer career, so I 
worked hard and hoped that I would 
get the opportunity to show I was ready. 
Thanks to Aston Villa, I’ve been given 
that opportunity.”

Upon returning to her roots, Cottam 
rejoined The New Saints football club, 
the team she played with before Rider, 
where she recorded 21 goals in the 

2014 season.
Now that she received a contract 

with Aston Villa, most of  her days 
include working for M and M Direct 
while also maintaining her new club’s 
offseason training program.

“A typical day for me involves a full 
[work] day,” Cottam said. “My evening 
is an hour and a half  journey to prac-
tice, three times a week, then games 
on the weekends. Currently we’re in 
preseason, so there’s lots of  fitness and 
friendlies, which keeps us busy.”

Cottam is excited to face the compe-
tition of  the WSL2, while showing that 
she is at the top of  her game. 

“Personally, my goals at Aston Villa 
are to play the best football I ever 
have,” Cottam said. “I want to improve 
every game and do all I can to help 
my team win. We are playing against 
some of  the biggest names in women’s 
football, so every game brings huge 
challenges that I am relishing. I can’t 
wait for the season to start.”

Rider Head Coach Drayson 
Hounsome believes the potential is lim-
itless once she adjusts to the new level 
of  play, but cautions it may take time 
for her to get there.

“When she was at the top of  her 
game, no one could really stop her,” 
Hounsome said. “I think her speed of  
play will probably improve once she’s 
playing at that higher pace, and when 
it does, there’s no reason why she can’t 
take over games because she has the 
natural ability to do it. She’s not just 
a passer and a dribbler. She does have 
that speed and that athleticism, and the 
higher the level you go up, the more 
important that becomes.”

Cottam credits most of  her growth 
as a player to her Bronc career and 
believes she must continue to develop 
her game. 

“You never stop improving,” Cottam 
said. “There are so many things I’ve 

learned, and 
I wouldn’t be the player I am if  
it wasn’t for Rider. But right now, 
I’m focusing on scoring goals, 
beating players 1-on-1, and quick 
decision-making. At this level, 
you don’t have time to think; you 
have to have made your decision 
before you receive the ball.”

Her time at Rider gave her 
a plethora of  memories. Cottam 
specifically recalls a game against 
Siena when the score was tied 1-1. 
With just under a minute to go, she had 
the opportunity to win the game, but 
missed the shot. 

“I was devastated, but [shortly 
after] the ball was back at my feet 
with six seconds to go. I had one 
more chance, so I shot and scored. 
I don’t remember much after that 
except Jenn Nichols [the goal-
keeper] lifting me onto her shoul-
ders with the whole team around us 
celebrating. It was the highlight of  my 
Bronc career.”

Outside of  her soccer skill, Cottam’s 
work ethic served as an example for 
some of  the younger players at Rider. 
Rider’s junior forward, Tara Ballay, 
who played with Cottam as a freshman, 
explains that competing with Cottam in 
practice helped her become a stronger 
player. 

“I think the greatest way Abi helped 
me as a younger player was having her 
as someone to look up to,” Ballay said. 
“Striving to stop Abi on defense or 
keep up with her play on offense defi-
nitely helped me and others improve 
each and every day.”

The way in which Cottam carried 
herself  and helped win games aided 
Hounsome in quickly rebuilding the 
women’s soccer program.

“For a few years, we were kind of  
bubbling just below the surface. Then 
that allowed us to bring in stronger 

recruits and build off  of  each 
season with the experience that the 
previous year [brought],” Hounsome 
said. “So definitely, those teams, 2010 
through 2012, were an important 
period for the program. Getting Abi 
was huge. She and the rest of  that class 
(nine of  them in that class) were very 
important to the rapid improvement in 
the program.”

Though signing with a professional 
club will present plenty of  obstacles, 
Cottam is eager to play for her new 
team and prove she can have the same 
impact in England that she had at 
Rider.

“The biggest change I will face with 
Aston Villa is, from a technical point of  
view, the pace of  the game,” Cottam 
said. “This is the highest standard 
I’ve ever played at and it’s a fantastic 
experience so far. The other change is 
the commitment — I’m always busy 
and don’t have much free time — but I 
wouldn’t have it any other way.”

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Men and women, indoors, down local rival TCNJ
By Brandon Scalea 

THE Rider indoor track and field teams swept local 
rival TCNJ at Lawrence Prep, with the men 
winning 104-63 and the women winning 97-68, 
respectively. 

The Rider men were victorious in 13 events, while 
the women won 12. Head Coach Bob Hamer felt that 
while TCNJ is not in the same NCAA level as Rider, it 
was key to win for the sake of  rivalry.

“This win is important,” Hamer said. “TCNJ is 
a perennial Division III contender and we recruit 
heavily against them at times. Our athletes know their 
athletes well from high school. It becomes personal 
out there and leads to some great performances.” 

Two freshmen shined for the women with sprinter 
Cleopatra Morrison winning the 55-meter dash with a 
time of  7.25 seconds, and hurdler Lexie Fraction set-
ting a Rider record for her time of  8.10 seconds in the 
55-meter hurdles. 

For Fraction, now being a part of  campus history is 
very rewarding.

“To now be a Rider record holder is so exciting; 
I’m still a little in shock,” she said. “What means even 
more to me is to now see all the hard work from the 
offseason paying off. All the work that Coach [Brett] 
Harvey has done with me has led to leaps and bounds 

in my running.”
For the men, sophomores Lamont Higgins, a 

sprinter, and Kyle Bryant, a jumper, stood out. 
Higgins won both the 55-meter with a time of  6.52 
seconds, and the 400-meter in 50.21 seconds. Bryant 
won the long jump and triple jump, with 6.70 meters 
and 14.02 meters respectively. 

Hamer feels Higgins has been a key contributor to 
the team in practically every meet.

“Lamont has been a standout performer for us on a 
regular basis, and it was good to see him get two wins 
and get some confidence going into the MAAC meet,” 
he said. “We need him to be a strong leader, and he 
showed some great leadership on Friday night.”

Bryant, who missed the preseason, had an excep-
tionally long journey to get to the level he has reached 
today. 

“I had taken a semester off, so a lot of  the 
work I had to do was get back in shape and get to 
where I was last year,” he said. “This win was a 
huge confidence boost for me and my team. Now 
we have to work to be competitive for the MAAC 
Championship.”

Also for the Broncs, senior thrower Andrew Pozo 
qualified for the IC4As in the weight throw with a 
winning distance of  56’10.75”. Sophomore hurdlers 

Wilfred Asamoah and Devon Jefferson, and freshman 
hurdler Christian Patrick, also qualified for the IC4As. 
Participating in the 55-meter hurdles, Asamoah won 
with a time of  7.53 seconds, while Jefferson and 
Patrick qualified with times of  7.59 and 7.63 seconds. 

Senior distance runner Derek Lane won the mile 
with a time of  4:26.76, and sophomore Erik Adamcik 
won the pole vault with a distance of  4.65 meters. 
Patrick tied for first in the long jump with a distance 
of  1.95 meters.

For the women, freshman thrower Karoline 
Sandvig won the weight throw with a distance of  
15.49 meters. Junior distance runner Stephanie Welte 
won the mile with a new personal best of  5:18.75, 
and senior distance runner Emily Ritter took the 
800-meter with a time of  2:14.80. In the women’s 
long jump, junior Nicole Georgia won and set a new 
personal record with a distance of  5.30 meters. Pole 
vaulter, Miranda Roberts, a junior, won with a height 
of  3.20 meters. Another notable performance for the 
women came from junior distance runner Nicolette 
Mateescu, who won the 3000-meter with a time of  
10:26.10.

The men and women will be back in action in a 
Feb. 14 meet at Monmouth. 
 

Peter G
. Borg/Rider University
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