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By Casey Gale

JUST before two administrators from the College of  
Business Administration (CBA) hopped on a plane 
to Paris on Jan. 7, two masked gunmen stormed 
the office of  satire magazine Charlie Hebdo, killing 

12 individuals. Though they realized they were enter-
ing the eye of  the storm, for the Rider representatives it 
had to be business as usual.

In an effort to sustain the continued partnership for 
the joint degree program with the American Business 
School in Paris, as well as reach out to other prospec-
tive partner schools, Dr. Anne Carroll, interim dean of  
CBA, and John Farrell, assistant dean of  CBA, left for 
France on the day of  the terrorist attack. They arrived 
on the National Day of  Mourning. 

“It was very quiet in many respects in terms of  
people,” said Farrell. “But in fact, there were two or 
three brigades of  police that were heading out of  town 
because they were actually tracking [the terrorists].” 

All was quiet that Thursday, other than armed per-
sonnel stationed outside their hotel. Friday, however, 
was a different story. 

“There were sirens all day long,” said Carroll. It 
was the day the CBA representatives were meeting 
with the American Business School partners, while on 
the other side of  town, a standoff  between police and 
terrorists was taking place in a grocery store. 

“When we met with our partners, they were con-
stantly checking their phones for news updates,” she 
said. “It was a tense environment and people were on 
edge about what’s next, because now we know from 
the news that first it was Charlie Hebdo, and then the 

policewoman being killed, and then the grocery store, 
and they were wondering, ‘OK, what’s next?’ and feel-
ing vulnerable to another attack.”

Farrell said coverage of  the attacks was everywhere. 
“CNN was round the clock,” he said. “There was no 
other story on CNN. CNN International ran that the 
entire time.” 

Even though fear had ensnared the country for a 
short time, both Farrell and Carroll agreed that they 
felt safe with the additional security measures. 

“We were just doing some sightseeing at Notre 
Dame, and you would see pods of  armed person-
nel. Six to 10 military personnel moving through the 
streets with automatic weapons, and they were really 
looking at people,” she said. “It wasn’t just them 
marching through the streets casually. They would be 
looking very diligently.” 

Once the two suspected terrorists were killed Jan. 
9, Farrell said he felt a shift in the climate of  the city. 
“Then the focus was on national unity,” he said. 

Though the two missed two local rallies in Paris 
and Lyon while en route to visit another school 
partner, The Centre d’Études Franco-Américain de 
Management, in Lyon, they said they still felt a sense 
of  perseverance in the country. 

“In conversations with our French partners, when 
we had lunch, they were like, ‘Hey, we’re going to 
do whatever we can so this doesn’t happen.’ It was 
refreshing in the sense that it was unifying to their 
spirit,” said Farrell.  

French connections sustained through tragedy
Gregory Dell’Omo sits at Robert Morris University. He will officially take the position of Rider’s president on Aug. 1, 2015.

The Arc de Triomphe was illuminated with the words “Paris is 
Charlie” following the terroist attack on Charlie Hebdo.

➠ SEE DELL’OMO
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Courtesy of Dr. Dell’Omo
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By The Rider News Staff

JUST two months after being announced as Rider’s seventh president, Gregory G. Dell’Omo, 
Ph.D., is already making trips to better acquaint himself  with the Rider community. 

On Feb. 2-4, Dell’Omo met on campus with board Chairman Mike Kennedy, President 
Mordechai Rozanski, and members of  the cabinet to begin the transition process. 

 “The basic focus of  these meetings will be information sharing and opportunities to get to 
know the senior team on a more personal level,” he said.

Currently the president of  Robert Morris University in Pittsburgh, Dell’Omo will succeed 
Rozanski when he retires on July 31.

Members of  The Rider News staff  sat down for an interview via FaceTime with 
Dell’Omo on Dec. 4, the day his new role was announced. After a long day of  

interviews and excitement, Dell’Omo offered a look into his past and his plans for 
Rider’s future.

 
Q: What attracted you to Rider, why do you think you would be a 
good fit here, and what prompted you to apply for the position?

Dell’Omo: Being from New Jersey and actually thinking about 
going to Rider when I was looking at colleges back in the early ’70s, I’m 
familiar with it going way, way back. I thought about playing baseball at 
Rider, but went to Montclair. Getting involved with higher education, first as 
a professor and then moving through the ranks to becoming a president of  a 
university, I was able to watch Rider grow and transform significantly in that 

40-year time period. The transformation has been very impressive.
With the new programs, the campus, the student body and new things 
happening, Rider just seemed like it had a real energy level to it. An 

institution that has had that kind of  growth and development, but also 
is eager to take it to another level — that is the kind of  attitude I was 

looking for in an institution.
I’m very excited; it is like my wife and I are coming home in many respects. We’re 

Incoming President Dell’Omo gets briefed
New man on the job
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Wednesday, February 4

Classics and Currents
7:30 p.m. - 9 p.m., Memorial 306
The Black Student Union will highlight classic and 
current African-American television shows every 
Wednesday of  Black History Month. Popular episodes 
of  the television shows will be screened, followed by 
discussion.

Thursday, February 5

MLK Day of Service: Volunteering
2 p.m. - 6 p.m.,  BLC Cavalla Room
Rider will be hosting youth from the Boys & Girls Club 
Mott School in Trenton to participate in interactive 
educational activities honoring Dr. Martin Luther King, 
Jr.’s legacy and Black History Month. Volunteers will 
help to facilitate the activities and assist children with 
learning and enrichment.

Monday, February 9

An Evening with Chris Rodriguez
6 p.m. - 9 p.m., Mercer Room
Chris Rodriguez previously worked for the CIA. He 
is now in charge of  New Jersey’s Office of  Homeland 
Security and Preparedness. Light refreshments will be 
served prior to Rodriguez’s speech. 

Calendar

Art thief
Maybe someone has been 

framed? On Feb. 2 at 3:17 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to 
Sweigart Hall after a female staff 
member reported a theft. Upon 
arrival, she said that another staff 
member noticed a picture was 
missing from the wall on the first 
floor. The female staff member 
said that she had just hung the 
picture about a week and a half 
ago, so the picture must have dis-
appeared during that time frame.

Cyber Bully
It is damaging to hide behind 

a screen. On Jan. 28 at 9:28 a.m., 
Public Safety received a forwarded 
message from a student. The 
student reported that her friend, 
also a Rider student, had decided 
not to join a student association in 
which she was previously inter-
ested. After she chose not to join 
the association, an association 
member posted a picture of her 
with a cartoon head on Instagram. 
This personally hurt the student, 
according to her friend. 

No Outlet
Are exit signs really worth steal-

ing? On Feb. 1 at 2:55 a.m., Public 
Safety noticed a theft while con-
ducting a Walk, Talk and Park of 
Lincoln Hall. An unknown person 
took the faceplate from the emer-
gency exit sign. Officers checked 
for suspects and witnesses in the 
area with no luck. A work order 
has been placed. Public Safety 
notes that the offender could be 
charged with misuse of emer-
gency vehicles and equipment .

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Cathy Carter-Romero (1966-2015) 
Committed to publications and field hockey

BEFORE the start of  the spring semester, Rider 
lost a beloved friend, colleague and mentor. 
Cathy Carter-Romero, 49, died after a long 
battle with cancer. 

Carter-Romero was part of  the Rider com-
munity for over 15 years, since she and her family 
moved from Canada to New Jersey. She served 
as the director of  creative services at the office of  
university communications and marketing. She was 
also a strong supporter of  the field hockey team.

“Cathy served as our team mentor,” said Head 
Coach Lori Hussong. “From that role, she evolved 
into our ‘Team Mom.’ Her love and commitment 
to our program and the players on our team will be 
hard to replace.” 

“We will miss her dearly for her dedication to 
Rider, her warm and engaging humor, and the 
courage exhibited throughout her battle,” said John 
Lenox, assistant vice president for university com-
munications and marketing. 

Former field hockey player Sandra Penas Mur, 

’14, thought of  Carter-
Romero as more than a 
mentor. 

“When I came to the 
U.S. from Spain, Cathy took 
me under her wing and 
treated me like family,” said 
Penas Mur. “Her door was 
always open and she was 
always there for us.” Carter-
Romero loved to make the 
field hockey players feel at 
home. She often invited the 
team to her house for dinner and cooked Spanish-
themed dishes.

The team gained strength from the courage that 
Carter-Romero displayed while fighting the most 
difficult battle of  her life. 

“The most amazing thing about her was her 
mental toughness,” Hussong said. “She never 
showed any signs of  feeling bad for herself, and 
she faced every new challenge ready to fight with 
unbelievable strength.” 

   -By Gianluca D’Elia

Remembering, thanking those we have lost

James Dailey (1944-2015) 
Remembered for his helpful, ‘generous’ spirit

DR. James W. Dailey, a longtime member of  the 
Rider community, died at age 71, and was 
found in his home on Jan. 22. 

Dailey joined the staff  in 1976 as an 
assistant professor of  decision sciences. He became 
acting chair of  the department in 1988 and served 
as chair from 1995-02. His most recent position 
was associate professor in the College of  Business 
Administration’s information systems and supply 
chain management department.

“We will miss his judgment and experience,” 
said Dr. Bill Amadio, associate professor of  infor-
mation systems. “Jim was not shy about sharing 
his opinions about events or new ideas. And many 
times he saw faults and pitfalls that less experienced 
people overlooked. That kind of  wisdom will be 
impossible to replace.”

Dailey earned his bachelor’s degree from Boston 
College; his master’s degree from Case Institute of  
Technology; and his doctorate from Case Western 
Reserve University, all in mathematics.

Nicholas McManus, a 
sophomore information 
systems major and advisee 
of  Dailey’s, was upset at the 
news of  his passing.

“Dr. Dailey was a great 
man. He was very helpful, 
generous and was willing 
to go out of  his way to help 
both me and other stu-
dents,” he said. 

Aside from being a pro-
fessor, Dailey participated in a barbershop quartet 
for many years. He was also involved in many of  
the university’s theater productions. For Dr. Patrick 
Chmel, professor emeritus of  fine arts, his fondest 
memory includes Dailey’s crucial role in his produc-
tion of  Inherit the Wind, in which Dailey’s strength 
led him to break his judge’s gavel in the middle of  
the show. 

At his family’s request, memorial donations may 
be made to the American Diabetes Association. 

    -By Valerie Palmer

By Alexis Schulz

A RIDER student is steadily recovering after a car 
crash on Nov. 6 that left him with severe brain 
injuries.  

John Francisco of  Toms River, sophomore 
business major, is now working with occupational 
and physical therapists at the Johnson Rehabilitation 
Institute at the JFK Medical Center in Edison and is 
relearning how to perform daily tasks, according to 
a news release from the medical center. Francisco’s 
doctor, Brian Greenwald, said that brain injuries like 
Francisco’s require special attention.

“The problems that people face after traumatic 
brain injury, whether it be mild like we see in concus-
sion or very severe like we see in Johnny’s case, the 
needs of  those people are very unique to get them the 
best care. And there’s no doubt getting the best care 
will get them the best outcome,” he said.

According to Plainsboro police, the vehicle 
Francisco was driving with passengers Nicolette Dulin, 
a freshman elementary education major, and Andrew 
Larosa-Engst, a sophomore undeclared major, was 
traveling on Rt. 1 when, for unknown reasons, the 
vehicle left the roadway and struck a tree. Francisco 
was airlifted to Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital with life-threatening injuries. Dulin and 
Larosa-Engst were transported to the hospital 
with non-life-threatening injuries and were quickly 
released.

Francisco, two months after the accident, has been 
working with rehabilitation specialists and has plans 
to return to Rider after his recovery, according to 
Dr. Anthony Campbell, dean of  students. He said 
Francisco’s family is very supportive of  his goals.

“His mother never left his side from the time he 
was first in the hospital,” Campbell said. “She slept 
there with him every night. I think there’s a lot to say 
for that.”

Emilia Francisco said in the news release video 
that in the beginning of  his rehabilitation process 
Francisco could not speak or eat. He is working daily 
on being able to regain some of  those abilities and is 
excelling.

“John was not able to speak at all. John was not 
able to eat at all. They got him to eat here [at JFK]. 
They got him to speak here [at JFK], they got him to 
walk. John was not able to do anything,” she said.

 Rider students showed an outpouring of  support 
on Francisco’s Facebook page after the accident. His 
friends are hoping for his full recovery and that he will 
be able to walk at his graduation.

“He was a great kid, really nice,” said Troy Flood, 
sophomore business major. 

Student is beating 
the odds after crash

Lizzy Sooy, freshman musical theater major, and Patrick 
Howard, freshman theater performance major, built a snow-
man after snow storms coated Rider’s Campus Green. 

Snow by 
numbers
Winter storm costs 
for Jan. 26-27

Snow removal costs
Rider Facilities Staff: $11,300 
(Lawrenceville campus only) 

Contractors and supplies: $18,400
(i.e. sand and salt)

Public safety costs

Additional Staffing: $5,200

     

Total: $34,900

Frosty starts to bleed cranberry
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News

both from New Jersey, so we have family there and 
there are a lot of  similarities between Robert Morris 
University and Rider in terms of  history, even though 
Rider is much older. They both evolved from propri-
etary business schools to comprehensive universities. 
Rider, though, has grown more and has become more 
comprehensive, particularly in the areas of  arts and 
sciences, in addition to some of  the professional areas. 
I think, from the successes I’ve had at Robert Morris 
University, hopefully I can carry that forward to Rider 
and build a team there and hopefully have even more 
success.

 
Q: At Robert Morris there are six NCAA 
men’s sports and nine women’s sports. RMU 
has football and ice hockey — men’s sports 
that we don’t have here at Rider (here, ice 
hockey is a club sport). Is that a Title IX 
issue? How will managing sports at Rider be 
different from Robert Morris University?

Dell’Omo: Most college campuses in the 
U.S. are predominantly female. About 55 percent 
females verses 45 percent men. RMU is the complete 
opposite. We’re about 56 percent male and 44 percent 
female. A lot of  that is because of  our programs; 
engineering is our largest, growing program 
in the university, even though business has 
always been the biggest. The [gender] per-
centages have been different from colleges 
across the U.S., including Rider, so we 
looked at our sports and brought football 
in about 21 years ago. They had a little 
more leverage there because we didn’t 
have many male sports besides 
basketball. We were able to 
bring that in with women’s 
ice hockey and lacrosse. 
We’ve been able to man-
age Title IX issues better 
because of  our predomi-
nantly male population on 
campus.

Bringing football to a 
university is very expen-
sive and there are Title IX 
issues, particularly when you 
have a predominantly female 
student body. That is a real 
challenge and there are a lot 
of  growing issues with football 
on campuses. But, I have to 
say, coming from St. Joe’s, 
where we didn’t have football, 
to Robert Morris, where we do 
have football — there is an impact 
that that has on the campus in 
the fall, with the games and all of  
that. There are a lot of  positives, 
but there are also a lot of  costs 
attached to it. It’s something that 
I would like to learn more about in regards to foot-
ball at Rider, but it is not one of  the first things I will 
be exploring seriously because of  the costs and Title 
IX issues. There are some other sports that I found 
interesting that do not exist at Rider that really hit me 
initially. Lacrosse seems like a natural area with the 
strong field hockey program that Rider has had for 
years. It is in the MAAC conference so I would ask 
questions about that first.

 
Q: What are your goals here at Rider?

Dell’Omo: What I would like to do is con-
tinue to promote the growth of  the campus and pro-
grams, raise the quality of  the programs. That doesn’t 
mean that the programs aren’t where they need to be, 
but they always have to be updated and be more cur-
rent and relevant. Raising the profile of  the programs 
both from the standpoint of  the faculty and students.

Making sure that academics are first and foremost 
in the institution. I think it is really important to have 
students grow as individuals and that incorporates 
everything from the in-class experience and the con-
tent and having strong faculty to deliver that and do 

it in an exciting and passionate way, but also allowing 
and requiring students to apply the knowledge they 
learn in college through internships and other kinds 
of  applied learning that really become a major part 
of  the educational experience. Having the content in 
itself  is not going to prepare students for a competi-
tive world outside of  graduation. It’s your ability to 
show that you can take that knowledge and be able to 
apply it with experiences and results, the whole idea 
of  engaged learning.

I would like to see the faculty really help the 
students have those applied learning experiences that 
enhance their credentials and give them a competitive 
advantage once they leave Rider. That encompasses 
more than just internships and studying abroad — it 
really involves a college experience.

That is why I think student life and athletics and 
clubs play a very important part of  the undergraduate 
experience. Those are the things I would really like 
to build upon. The new thing we’re looking at is not 
enough to look at a student’s initial job. We must also 
ask, “How do we also prepare you for a lifetime of  
change?” I want this to be student-based, and I know 
a lot of  colleges say that, but it’s a matter of  living it 
and making it part of  your DNA and culture.

 
Q: You were able to increase the number of  
students living on campus at Robert Morris 
University.What was your purpose in doing 
this? Would you try to do the same at Rider?

Dell’Omo: We did a couple of  things. I 
upgraded the older dorms — some were really bad. 
We made more apartment-style housing on campus 

for upperclassmen. 
That was the kind 
of  housing stu-
dents wanted. 
They like to 

live in group settings and, by building the extra hous-
ing, it gave them a reason to stay here. But that wasn’t 
enough.

We added a lot more student life activities with 
clubs and engagement during the evenings and 
weekends and sports. It takes time and it can’t happen 
overnight. It’s easy to complain about the administra-
tion not planning events for students, and there is a 
certain degree of  truth to that, but step back and say, 
“Guys, this is your university. Come up with ideas and 
we’ll figure it out.”

There were only about 50 clubs when I first came 
to Robert Morris University, and they weren’t really 
active. Now there are about 140 clubs and organiza-
tions. We had students and created a culture where we 
said, “If  you have an idea, as long as it is legal and we 
can fund it, we’re open to clubs.” 

Q: We have a sister school, Westminster 
Choir College, and there has always been 
the challenge of  creating and maintaining a 
connection between the two schools. Is there 

anything that you would try to do to bring our 
two schools closer?

Dell’Omo: That is something that I have 
learned through the interviewing process. I think that 
Westminster is a jewel to Rider and is a high-quality 
institution that has a long history and is very successful 
with an international reputation. Having it as part of  
the Rider family and what it brings through the arts is 
amazing.

I also understand and appreciate the challenges 
of  taking two separate campuses and having them 
become one institution. It sounds like the university 
has worked hard to find ways to have that integra-
tion become a reality. I don’t have an answer to what 
specifically can be done, but it does have to be one of  
the things at the top of  the list. I would like to make 
that a positive experience for everyone at the univer-
sity. The key to the whole thing is, you want to make 
sure you can integrate everything into the university 
to make it one institution, but allow them to maintain 
their identity to a certain extent because they are both 
unique. You don’t want to water it down in any way so 
it can stand out on its own.

It is more than a challenge, it is an opportunity. 
One simple thing I asked during my interview is if  
the president had an office at both Westminster and 
Lawrenceville — and the answer is no. I understand 
that, but it might, symbolically, be a first step if  we 
could plant ourselves physically at both institutions. 
I might be opening a Pandora’s box by trying to be 
at two locations at one time, but that proximity is a 
powerful symbol that you are one of  us, and that is 
one little tactic we might consider. With a new dean 

coming in, this is an opportune time to talk with 
that person and ask them what ideas they may 

have to help this be a much more integrated 
experience for the entire university because 
Westminster really is a major part of  Rider.

 
Q: We see that you have a background 

in industrial relations. What 
do you feel is the role of  a 
union within a univer-
sity? Are you familiar 
with the new contract 
that has been put into 
place this fall at Rider?

Dell’Omo: I did 
see the old contract and I 
am aware of  some of  the 
issues that were at hand 
during negotiations this 
Fall. Our faculty here at 
Robert Morris University 
is also unionized. I have a 

lot of  experience with that. 
We actually negotiated our 
most recent contract with our 

faculty at the same time that 
Rider negotiated its contract. I 
have negotiated three contracts 
since I have been president here.

When I first began as presi-
dent of  Robert Morris University, the first official 
meeting that I had was with the executive committee 
of  the faculty union — at their request, and I hon-
ored that request because I felt it was very important. 
They asked me this same question, and I gave them 
basically the same answer that I just gave you. I also 
said that as long as we are on the same page of  trying 
to accomplish the major goal of  university, and that 
is to raise the profile and success of  the university, its 
mission of  educating and preparing our students, and 
ensuring that they are perceived as having a high-
quality educational experience that prepares them for 
whatever they are seeking to do once they leave the 
university and go on to their careers — we will have 
no problems at all. It’s when we work against those 
major goals when things become destructive.

We may have different ways to getting there, but as 
long as we have the same goals in mind, we can usu-
ally find a common ground.

 
Reporting by: Sarah Bergen, Alexis Schulz, Thomas Regan 

and Thomas Albano

For the full interview visit theridernews.com

Dell’Omo
CONT’D FROM P. 1

From left, Michael Kennedy, chair of the board of trustees, Gregory Dell’Omo, and current president Mordechai Rosanksi.
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By Emily Klingman

JUST like their students, Rider profes-
sors work hard to let the rest of  the 
world see their projects. Rider art 
professor Harry Naar is currently 

featured in an exhibit at the Center for 
Contemporary Art titled “Line, Color 
and Surface.” Other artists featured 
besides Naar include Sue Ferguson 
Gussow, Geoffrey Dorfman (painting) 
and Tracey Jones (painting). Each bring 
different styles and mediums to the 
exhibit.

The show’s curator, Mel Leipzig, 
picked these artists by how well their 
work represented the theme.

“It was really the intensity of  their 
work,” Leipzig said. “There is nothing 
superficial about them.”

This is a fairly large show, featur-
ing approximately 44 works with each 
of  the four artists showing an equal 
amount. Naar himself  has 11 ink draw-
ing pieces exhibited in the gallery, all of  
which deal with still life landscape.

“It’s all about landscape. I mean, 
there are no humans in the draw-
ings; the landscapes derive from both 
perception and conceptual ideas,” said 
Naar. “Even though the images look 
believable and ‘real,’ they’re in many 
ways almost totally invented. This 
invention comes from my experience of  
looking — looking at nature.”

While the pieces may not be 
completely true to life, Naar says 
they allow for an interesting interplay 
between what people see and what they 
remember.

“We have two artists who are paint-
ers and who are exhibiting paintings 
and two artists who are dealing with 
the purity of  the line,” said Naar. “This 

allows people to interact back and forth 
in terms of  looking at how we create 
things from life and from memory.”

Naar is most comfortable drawing, 
but applies its typical techniques to 
other mediums such as painting. 

“Drawing has always been very 
much a part of  who I am and what I 
do, even when I do what we call strict 
painting,” said Naar. “For me, painting 
isn’t sort of  like making a shape and 
coloring it in. I use the paint almost the 
same way as I used the drawing tool. I 
draw with the paint.”

Being showcased with the other art-
ists was an honor for Naar. 

“I really like it a lot,” Naar said. 
“When I saw the show, [it] was really 
exciting to see. One of  the important 
aspects for an artist is obviously to be 
able to exhibit their work. You want 
to share what you’re creating with 
people.” 

Leipzig had words of  praise for 
Naar’s featured drawings, saying he 
was “a master at the use of  line.” He 
also praised Gussow for her pastel and 
charcoal use, along with Dorfman and 
Jones for their paintings.

“[Gussow’s] – and everybody’s work 
has a terrific sensuousness to it,” said 
Leipzig. “[Dorfman and Jones] are both 
non-objective painters, but they have 
a terrific feeling for the paint itself, the 
actual physical use of  the paint itself. 
And they’re wonderful colorists.”

Sharing his work is also an educa-
tional process for Naar. He is able to 
look at what he has done with a differ-
ent perspective and see what works and 
what does not.

“Exhibiting your work, for me, is a 
learning experience. I take the work out 

of  my studio, and now I can see it in a 
different environment. So it allows me 
then to look at the work in a different 
way, to be critical of  myself.”

Naar equated this critiquing process 
to that of  a student writing a paper 
for class, then getting it reviewed and 
revised by a peer or professor.

“It’s as if  you’re writing a paper, and 
you think, ‘Oh, I have all these great 
ideas,’ and then you give it to someone 
else to read and they give you feedback. 
Then you can accept the feedback or 
reject the feedback,” said Naar. “The 
other thing is that you write something, 
and then you put it away for a while. 
When you bring it back, you see it in 
a new and different light. It’s the same 

thing I go through when exhibiting my 
art.”

Naar acknowledged that it is some-
times difficult to accept how the final 
piece has turned out, citing a friend 
who once had a hard time stopping 
work on some things.

“I had a friend once who would go 
into an exhibit, would look at his paint-
ings and would not like them,” said 
Naar. “And he’d come back with paint 
and would start painting on them in the 
exhibit, making changes. Pretty crazy.”

Professor’s exhibit draws different perspective

Harry Naar’s Sunset, 2012, created by ink on board with watercolor.
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Reinvention and redemption achieved   
in all-star R Factor competition

After placing third in the R Factor’s fourth season, Llundon 
Lawson took home first place in the R Factor All-Star show. 
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By J’na Jefferson

LLUNDON Lawson proved to the packed crowd in the 
Yvonne Theater that everyone deserves a second 
chance when he won the fifth season of  the R Fac-
tor singing competition on Jan. 31. This one-night-

only event had a slightly different spin than before. 
Dubbed “All-Stars,” this season showcased seven con-
testants from the previous four seasons of  the competi-
tion, who were invited back for a shot at redemption. 

 Lawson, a junior arts administration major, stole 
the hearts of  the judges and audience with his soulful 
and enchanting vocals. His two performances, an 
acoustic take on Jessie J’s “Who You Are” (accompa-
nied by Darin Earl on guitar), and an encore perfor-
mance of  “Clarity” by Zedd on keyboard (which he 
performed during his run on the R Factor’s fourth sea-
son) left the crowd moved and the judges singing his 
praises. Judge and former X Factor contestant Jeff  Gutt 
praised Lawson for having “one of  the best voices” 
he has ever heard, and fellow judge and former X 
Factor contestant Dani Knights said his voice was “like 
butter.”

Humbled by his victory, Lawson showed what it 
means to be a real winner, as he was not only happy 
with his performance, but was also impressed by his 
competitors.

“Winning is nice, and, of  course, prizes are nice 
too. But Saturday night, there were so many winners 
aside from me,” he said. “The winning for me comes 
from having fun and putting my heart into my singing. 
And I know that all of  the other contestants did that 
as well.”

The first and second runner-ups, senior musical 
theater majors Leah Killmer and Peter Petrino, did 
not disappoint. Judges Donte Carty, athletic market-
ing assistant, and Nick Barbati, assistant director of  

campus life, commended them on their improvement 
from previous seasons and their rise in confidence.

“That was a comeback,” Barbati said after 
Killmer’s performance of  “Titanium” by David 
Guetta and Sia. “This moment was meant for you.” 
Her finale song was “Warrior” by Demi Lovato, which 
she said was “very personal” for her to perform. 
Petrino, who performed in seasons three and four, was 

praised by the judges for his “genuine” performances 
of  “I Will Follow You Into The Dark” by Death Cab 
For Cutie and “Yesterday” by The Beatles.

“You’re magnetic,” said Knights of  his perfor-
mance skills. 

A recurring theme in this special competition was 
“reinvention.” Many of  the contestants did something 
very different from what they had done in previ-
ous performances in order to gain crowd and judge 
approval. Freshman global supply chain management 
major Matt Esposito performed an original song on 
the keyboard, which Carty said he thought took “so 
much heart.” Rory Connolly, senior musical theater 
major, sang “Dream On” by Aerosmith, a far cry from 
his audition in season one with “Can’t Take My Eyes 
Off  Of  You” by Frankie Valli. Senior musical theater 
major Andres Feliz, who sang several R&B ballads as 
the runner-up of  season two, took the audience and 
judges by surprise by performing “Uptown Funk” by 
Mark Ronson and Bruno Mars. Angelina Valente, 
senior musical theater major, aimed to fulfill her 
dream of  being a pop musician as opposed to “just 
being a musical theater major” by singing “I Lived” 
by One Republic on the keyboard, which received 
universal acclaim from the panel.

In the five seasons of  this competition, the most 
rewarding aspect to Barbati, who won a special 
“Visionary Award” for creating the competition, is the 
fact that Rider students are able to shine doing some-
thing they really enjoy.

“[The R Factor] showcases Rider students who you 
didn’t know could sing,” he said in a video about the 
legacy of  the show. The future of  the competition is 
yet to be determined, but hopefully it will be around 
for many years, so more students can tap into their 
talent and bring joy to Rider’s campus.
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By Meghan Meehan

SOMETHING exciting is heading to the Rider art gal-
lery this week, arriving all the way from Cuba. 

A new exhibit, titled “El Grabado Cuba 
Hoy,” or “Printmaking in Cuba Today,” will 

open on Feb. 5, with a reception from 5 - 7 p.m., 
and continue until March 1. It will display works by 
Cuban artists Yacel Díaz, Alex Dueñas, Yamilys Jorge, 
Marcel Martinez, Ariamna Mendoza, Kelvin Nieves, 
Osmeivy Pacheco, Adislen Pino and Gustavo Del 
Valle Ramirez. The exhibit is organized by Marilyn 
Sampera Rosado, curator for the Center of  Visual 
Arts in Havana, Cuba. 

Both she and one of  the artists, Kelvin Nieves, 
have come to Rider from Cuba for the opening of  the 
exhibition and the gallery talk, which will take place 
on Feb. 12. The talk will start at 7 p.m. and will be 
moderated by gallery director Harry Naar. 

“I find it exciting that we are having foreign artists 
here, artists from Cuba,” he said. “It would be great 
for the Rider community to meet these people and get 
more insight.” 

It is Naar’s opinion, as expressed in his introduc-
tion in the exhibition catalogue, that this exhibition 
presents “an exceptional opportunity on an artistic 
and cross-cultural level to expose our community to 
this work and to demonstrate to our community the 
creative spirit, efforts and accomplishments of  the 
Cuban artists.”

“This exhibition also comes on the heels of  the 
recent positive political developments between the 
U.S. and Cuba. Perhaps this exhibition can lead to an 
even more extensive exhibition in the future,” he said.

The exhibit will feature various works with “an 
array of  different styles, from being realistic and 
representational to being abstract and inventive and 
experimental,” according to Naar.

The exhibit has been in the making for quite a 

while. It all started in 2013, when Naar and his wife, 
Barbara, went on a trip to Cuba in order to attend 
a jazz festival. While there, they visited the Center 
of  Visual Arts and met Rosado, who showed them 
around and introduced them to several Cuban artists. 

“The artists were very welcoming and very enthu-
siastic to meet me. They were polite and wanted to 
share their ideas and talk about their work,” said Naar. 
“Even with the language barrier, they were willing to 
talk.” 

Since his trip, he and his wife corresponded with 
Rosado about the possibility of  having a show at the 
Rider gallery. Last summer, she came from Cuba to 
visit the campus. 

“I had talked to her about Rider in Cuba. She 
came here and she thought the space was really won-
derful. That opened up more of  a dialogue between us 
in terms of  putting together a show,” said Naar.

Since then, Naar worked with several members 
of  the Rider community to get the exhibition in the 
works, including Sara Young-Singh, director of  the 
Center for International Education (CIE), who he said 
was “instrumental in helping to organize the differ-
ent student groups on campus,” and Angela Walker, 
assistant dean of  the College of  Continuing Studies, 
who had also been communicating with Rosado in 
Cuba. Also involved in arranging this exhibition 
were the Rider Student Government Association, 
the Latin American Student Association, the Rider 
International Student Association, and the CIE.

“With their help, and with Sara’s abilities to work 
with student organizations for their support and help. 
We succeeded in bringing this important exhibition to 
our university and the surrounding community,” said 
Naar. “I think this event goes way beyond just exhibit-
ing artwork. Hopefully this exhibition will open eyes, 
and help people to recognize Cuba differently.” 

Cuba exhibit yields rare 
cross-cultural experience

Yamilys Jorge’s Red Lettering series.
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Rosado works together with artist Nieves to hang artwork by Osmeivy Pacheco. Guest curator Marilyn Sampera Rosado helps supervise the setup of the exhibit.This piece of art by Kelvin Nieves is made completely out of stamps.
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On a cold day, 
a warm welcome
RIDER’S transformation and 

progress over recent years 
caught the attention of  
Gregory G. Dell’Omo, who 

will leave his role as president 
of  Robert Morris University in 
Pittsburgh to fill the shoes of  retiring 
President Mordechai Rozanski. 
While Rider has made impressive 
progress under Rozanski, adding new 
academic programs, constructing 
new buildings on both campuses 
and even breaking a Guinness World 
Record, there are always more 
advancements to be made. While this 
year marks the end of  an amazing 
chapter at our university, with every 
end comes a new beginning. We 
welcome President Dell’Omo.

After serving as president for 12 
years, Rozanski will step down on 
July 31. Dell’Omo will start on Aug. 
1, and he has a long list of  goals in 
mind. They include ensuring that 
more students apply their knowledge 
in a professional environment 
outside the classroom, building 
up student life and engagement, 
and bringing the Lawrenceville 
and Westminster campuses closer 
together.

The Rider News staff  agrees that 
these goals deserve high priority. 
While we don’t feel that every major 
should require students to complete 
an internship, we do feel that almost 
every area of  study should require 
students to apply their learning 
outside the classroom. This would 
better prepare graduates for the 
transition to the real world and 
could result in more students landing 
jobs before they even put on their 
caps and gowns.

Dell’Omo also expressed his 
hopes of  bringing the Lawrenceville 
and Westminster campuses 
closer, while still allowing them to 
maintain individual identities. He 
even suggested the idea of  having 
a second presidential office in 
Princeton — and while we agree 
with his stated concern about 
“opening a Pandora’s Box,” it is an 
idea certainly worth considering.

There are more issues to be 
tackled in the coming years. First, 
there is a need to establish a 
more open relationship between 
administration and students. 
Students want not only to be able 
to voice their opinions regarding 
all aspects of  campus life and 
academics, but to have their 
voices be a force behind changes 
and decisions being made. A few 
of  The Rider News staff  members 
interviewed Dell’Omo when his 
appointment was announced Dec. 
4 and felt he may be just the man 
to get this job done. Dell’Omo was 
personable and enthusiastic in the 
interview, as well as during a visit to 
The Rider News office on Feb. 3, and 
we only hope that he continues to 
display that energy throughout his 
years.

Another issue that will pose a 

challenge for Dell’Omo is Rider’s 
ever-increasing tuition, which is only 
partially offset by ever-increasing 
financial aid. While the university 
succeeds in providing its students 
with a quality education and a 
college experience that many may 
consider “priceless,” it is difficult to 
enjoy that experience with a growing 
cloud of  student loan debt hovering 
above.

It is undeniable that this quality 
education comes with massive costs 
to the university including talented 
professors, up-to-date technology, 
ever-improving facilities and student 
life events that bring energy to the 
campus. But if  tuition continues to 
rise, as it has, we fear that Rider’s 
progress will be inhibited. Many 
students are already working 
multiple jobs and living in fear of  
being forced to abandon or postpone 
their academic careers because they 
can’t make financial ends meet. 
If  Rider is going to continue to 
produce quality graduates, we need 
to enable students to focus on their 
books rather than their emptying 
bank accounts.

In addition, the projected 
demographics for incoming college 
students — or lack thereof  — may 
only make matters worse. Since 
2011, college enrollment has fallen 
by 930,000 students, reported the 
Census Bureau last fall. Forbes 
recently reported that a number 
of  factors are contributing to this 
trend, including declining birth 
rates among middle- and high-
income families, and that colleges 
will begin to find it increasingly 
difficult to fill seats in classrooms 
and maintain fiscal health. As 
Rider largely depends on tuition 
as its main source of  income, this 
changing demographic may present 
even more financial obstacles in the 
future.

Rider has made massive 
advancements under the leadership 
of  President Rozanski and we are 
confident that progress will continue 
under our seventh president. While 
he will have obstacles to overcome, 
growth can only come from taking 
on challenges — and the Rider 
family is ready to take on any 
challenges that come its way.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 
Managing Editor, Sarah Bergen. 

Opinion
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Senate blind to change 

WINTER break allows college 
students to step away from 
the hustle and bustle of  
campus life. While students 

have been spending time with family 
and catching up with friends, policy 
makers and organizers have been 
making progress in the realm of  sus-
tainability and climate change. While 
pressing pause on class assignments, 
students may have missed a small step 
taken in the direction of  change by 
the United States Senate.

Whether people like it or not, the 
Earth is warming. Research by the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration reports that the 
10 warmest years on record have 
occurred since 1998. Many in the 
Tri-State area experienced this 
firsthand during Hurricane Sandy. 

According to the Environmental 
Defense Fund, the super-storm 
killed 159 people, destroyed 650,000 
homes, and caused more than 8.5 
million people to lose power for an 
extended period of  time.

Although the Senate admits that 
climate change exists, passing the 
statement with a vote of  98 to 1, 
a majority still refuses to acknowl-
edge that human activity plays a 
role. Many say that it is a “hoax” 
and  that climate change is following 
Earth’s previous warming and cool-
ing periods. However, organizations 
such as the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change were created to 
analyze the causes of  the changes. 
Scientific research demonstrates that 
human activities, such as the burning 
of  fossil fuels and deforestation, may 
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IN high school I would wake up hoping that the meteorologists were right for once, 
and that my principal would decide to cancel school in the wake of  an impending 
snow storm. But, now in college, I cringe at the thought of  another day wasted 
because of  a typically wrong prediction of  ice and snow. 
The biggest issue behind excessive snow days is the money wasted, not only on 

the students’ behalfs, but also on the school’s behalf. Rider prices annual tuition at 
$36,120 for a full-time student earning 12-18 credits. Assuming this money goes 
towards our classes, and that the average student takes 15 credits per semester, each 
class costs around $3,612, which averages out to about $258 per week. All of  this 
really just means that, with every class hour we miss because of  a snow day, we are 
wasting a great deal of  money that I’m sure we’d rather see put to use, regardless of  
the extra time a snow day might provide.

With every blanket of  snow we receive, every school is required to clean up 
its campus and make it safe. Rock salt, plows and shovels are the only things that 
bring solace after a blizzard, and these things aren’t so easy (or fun) to come by. 
Snow Magazine, a well-informed  magazine on snow-related issues, says that 150-200 
pounds of  rock salt is needed for roughly every acre salted, which means numer-
ous 50-pound bags of  rock salt are needed just to ensure safety at Rider. But before 
rock salt can even play a part in the process, the campus needs to be plowed and 

shoveled, which calls for the campus maintenance staff  to work quickly, and usually 
overtime, just to relieve the grounds of  ice and snow. 

Let’s not forget that students aren’t the only people getting a snow day. When a 
university shuts down, so do its faculty and staff. Last year, in the frozen tundra that 
was Rider, classes were canceled and the campus was vacant. I received the luxury 
of  hiking through layers of  snow from the extremely “convenient” Poyda Hall to 
Daly’s for half  a bowl of  soup and a bagel or two. While classes had been canceled 
to benefit the safety of  our faculty and staff, those on campus were still plagued with 
snow and ice.

Overall, a snow day can be quite a burden and disadvantage. We waste money 
on classes, we are left in the snow to fend for ourselves, and we are often left bored 
or with nothing to do. Snow days might be fun, but I, for one, prefer to get as much 
out of  this whole “in debt for the rest of  my life” college thing as I can. 

While we can’t avoid the inevitable winter and the snow it unleashes upon us, we 
can cross our fingers for fewer snow days, or, maybe, just hope it snows on a Friday 
and see where the snow fun can take us. 

-Alyssa Naimoli
Sophomore journalism major

FACE-OFF

Say ‘snow way’ to extra snow days

be responsible for the warming 
of  the planet. 

On Jan. 22, the Senate voted 
56 to 42 to deny an amendment 
that declared climate change as 
real, devastating and caused by 
humans, reported The New York 
Times. Republican Senator Jim 
Inhofe of  Oklahoma, who voted 
against the amendment, stated, 
“The hoax is that there are 
some people who are arrogant 
as to think they are so powerful 
that they can change climate,” 
according to The Huffington Post. 

However, Senator Bernard 
Sanders of  Vermont, who pro-
posed the amendment, and other 
environmental activists have 

hope that the senators in denial 
will recognize the significance of  
human impact on the climate. 

“Earth’s average temperature 
has risen by 1.4°F over the past 
century, and is projected to rise 
another two to 11.5°F over the 
next hundred years,” reports 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA). These seemingly 
slight changes have catastrophic 
consequences, including “floods, 
droughts, intense rain, as well as 
more frequent and severe heat 
waves” across the globe. In addi-
tion, “oceans are warming and 
becoming more acidic, ice caps 
are melting and sea levels are 
rising.” 

Science has deemed humans 
responsible for global warm-
ing. This is because of  the mass 
amounts of  carbon dioxide and 

other greenhouse gases that 
humans emit into the atmo-
sphere. The EPA illustrates 
greenhouse gases as a huge 
blanket that covers the Earth, 
trapping energy and causing this 
warming effect. Although the 
greenhouse effect is a natural 
phenomenon, and necessary for 
all life on Earth, the accumula-
tion of  gases can cause danger-
ous temperature fluctuations. 

Fortunately, it is not too late 
to stop climate change. By taking 
small steps toward reducing car-
bon emissions and being mindful 
of  the resources that we con-
sume, we can each help ensure 
that we do not continue down 
this path of  destruction. 

-Veronika Geiger
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep 

SNOW days are the savior of  the semester. Wad-
ing through assignments? Here’s a nice, cold day 
to catch up. Swimming in stress? Here is some 
fluffy snow and a day to veg out. Even in college, 

students hope for just enough snow to cancel classes.
A snow day in college is spent snuggled up in your 

dorm as professors send assignments through Canvas. 
The only thing missing is physically going to class. 
With Canvas, professors can easily communicate with 
students about assignments or send notifications about 
how the next class will accommodate the snow day. 
So the progress continues, but hey, no attendance 
required.

With college prices, a snow day could be consid-
ered an unfortunate expense. However, money spent 
on tuition does not add extra debt. Daly’s is still open, 
so you can still use your meal plan. The Student 
Recreation Center and library also remain open. Plus, 
let’s not forget how much time will be spent online or 
watching television – more costs not lost. 

Some students would prefer that their loans were 
being used for classes to run as scheduled, but a snow 
day only closes the classroom, not the whole academic 
process. Especially with online resources, a snow day 
will not set classes back. So, does doing some school-
work in a dorm room sound so bad?

For commuters, a snow day means they do not 
have to worry about driving in dangerous conditions. 
Their lives are more important than having classes. 

Plus, they do not have to pay room and board, and 
many do not have a meal plan, so money is not squan-
dered. Not to mention, professors have to travel to 
campus as well, and, with icy conditions, it’s just not 
safe or fair to ask them to come in and teach.

The health of  the students is also more important 
than whatever money is lost. College is a stressful 
environment. A snow day could be a mental health 
day that some students were too afraid to take for 
fear of  attendance policies or concern about not 
utilizing all that they are paying for. In addition, that 
much-coveted extra hour or two of  sleep can be had. 
Consider a snow day a personal day.

Besides catching up on assignments and sleep, a 
snow day may be the perfect opportunity for you to go 
to the gym, meet up with some friends you have not 
seen because of  classes, or maybe even enjoy a good 
TV series or book. Snow days are perfect for me time. 
In college, downtime is important because it allows 
you to pursue interests outside of  academia, which 
can either relieve stress or help creativity flow. Maybe 
you could even go and build a snowman.

A few snow days will not harm our education or 
bank accounts. With online resources and campus 
facilities still functioning, it really is “snow” big deal.

-Rena Carman
Sophomore communication studies major

FACE-OFF

Using the Internet,
day off is ‘snow’ big deal 

Climate
CONT’D FROM P. 8
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Sports
T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Broncs break school records in Boston
By Thomas Albano

THE track and field teams competed on Jan. 30 and 
31 at the John Thomas Terrier Classic hosted 
by Boston University, an event that featured 
many IC4A and ECAC qualifiers and two Rider 

women distance runners breaking school records.
Senior distance runner Emily Ritter was involved 

in two Rider record performances, while junior dis-
tance runner Nicolette Mateescu set one of  her own. 
Ritter finished fourth in the mile in an ECAC quali-
fying time of  4:44.33, and was part of  the distance 
medley relay (DMR) team that finished second with 
a time of  11:53.65, another ECAC qualifying time. 
Also involved in that team were junior distance runner 
Stephanie Welte, senior sprinter Ashley Edwards and 
freshman sprinter Victoria Brewer.

Mateescu competed in the 5000-meter race, finish-
ing 23rd in 17:21.61, also qualifying for ECACs.

Prior to their performances at the event, Head 
Coach Bob Hamer strongly felt that the two could 
perform as well as they did.

“I had discussed with each of  them exactly what 
I thought they could run,” Hamer said. “I felt Emily 
could run 4:45 and Niky could run between 17:20 and 
17:25. Each of  them pretty much hit those times on 
the nose. It tells me they raced up to their potential, 
and I’m excited about where they can end up at by 
the end of  the season. They both have set high goals 
for themselves, but they are reachable goals and I am 
confident that they are on the right path to reaching 
those goals.”

Mateescu felt her performance meant she has come 
a long way in her track career as a Bronc.

“I was very excited to qualify for indoor ECACs 
because I haven’t had a healthy indoor track sea-
son thus far in my collegiate career,” Mateescu said. 
“Getting the record for Rider was also really exciting. 
We had an extra-tough workout the week before the 
Terrier Classic and then just maintained fitness the 
week of  the meet.”

Another key ECAC qualifying performance for 
the women’s team came from freshman hurdler Lexie 
Fraction, who finished third in the 60-meter hurdles 
with a time of  8.76 seconds.

The men’s team was not to be outdone, however, 
as they provided quite a number of  IC4A qualifiers. 
Sophomore pole-vaulter Erik Adamcik finished third 
with a height of  16’00.75”, tying his own Rider record 
and qualifying for the IC4As. Qualifying perfor-
mances also came from sophomore hurdlers Devon 
Jefferson and Wil Asamoah, who placed third and 
fourth in the 60-meter hurdles, respectively, with both 
finishing in 8.25 seconds.

Jefferson was proud to be a part of  a group with 
many IC4A and ECAC qualifiers coming out of  the 
Terrier Classic.

“It feels great being a part of  a team with so much 
dedication and talent,” Jefferson said. “Everybody 
works hard at practice and even harder at track meets, 
so the outcomes are expected to be great, and seeing 
all the qualifiers are a bonus as well.”

Other IC4A qualifiers from the men included: 
sophomore distance runner Jonathan Jackson, who 
placed 10th in the 800-meter run with a time of  
1:52.14; sophomore sprinter Lamont Higgins, who 
placed 25th in the 400-meter run in 49.17 seconds; 
and the 4x4 relay team of  Jackson, Higgins, sopho-
more sprinter Christopher Reubel and junior hurdler 
Darien Edwards, which finished 11th in 3:16.68.

Hamer is impressed at the number of  students who 
have qualified for IC4As and ECACs already; how-
ever, he feels there are more expectations to live up to.

“It is great to have as many qualifiers as we do right 
now,” Hamer said. “We have just about everyone that 
we had expected at the start of  the year right now, 
which is great. However, we still have some athletes 
who are capable of  hitting the marks, and we are look-
ing to accomplish those marks in the upcoming meets. 
The motto every year is to fill up the bus. The athletes 
are doing a great job of  filling up the bus.”

The next track event is the TCNJ Dual, which 
takes place at Lawrenceville Prep on Feb. 6, and 
Hamer wants to use that event to fix any problems the 
team has before the MAAC Championship arrives.

“We need to improve our consistency in some 

events so we can contend for a championship in a few 
weeks,” Hamer said. “The TCNJ Dual is one of  the 
best meets of  the year. It is all about betraying your 
opponent. Time, distance and height do not matter 

if  you don’t beat your opponent. This concept always 
brings out the best in our team, and I am looking 
forward to a great night.”

Come see the  lm on

Tuesday, February 10
& 

Wednesday, February 
11

((This  lm was originally going to be 
shown in March)

7 P.M.
Sweigart Room 115

 We have entered unchartered territory 
economically, environmentally, and 
intellectually - and we must look 
honestly at ourselhonestly at ourselves to create a 

sustainable future. 

For more information visit:
www.regeneration-themovie.com

There will be a brief discussion following the  lm.
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Senior Emily Ritter broke a Rider record in the mile and helped set another as part of the women’s DMR team in Boston on Jan. 30 and 31.
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Winning foul shot seals second straight
By Carlos Toro

THE new year brought new fortunes 
for the Broncs in the form of  a 
two-game winning streak.

Rider (7-14, 4-7 MAAC) 
defeated Siena and Canisius last week 
in competitive, low-scoring conference 
battles. The win over Canisius came 
with a last-second, game-winning free 
throw. 

Head Coach Lynn Milligan believes 
that the team is starting to play up to its 
potential, especially defensively.

“We’ve been fortunate enough to 
hold teams in the 40s [points scored],” 
Milligan said. “The staff  does an out-
standing job preparing our guys day in 
and day out on the defensive side.”

In Rider’s game against Siena (12-9, 
5-7 MAAC) on Jan. 28, the Saints had 
the lead for just over seven minutes, 
before Rider went on a 6-0 scoring 
run led by freshman forward C’Quoya 
Haughton to give the team a 15-14 
lead.

Coming out of  halftime, the Broncs 
had a 26-23 lead and never looked 
back. For the last 10 minutes of  the 
game, Siena couldn’t get closer than 
five points, and Rider eventually won 
56-49. 

Rider’s starters did not have a great 
game shooting the ball, only making 
eight of  29 field goal attempts. The 
Broncs, however, found a spark in red-
shirt senior Lashay Banks, who scored 
13 points and grabbed six rebounds in 
28 minutes off  the bench.

Senior Marritta Gillcrease contrib-
uted seven points and 13 rebounds, 
while junior guard Manon Pellet had 
seven points in 17 minutes of  action. 

Pellet has seen improvement in the 
team after putting together a number 
of  wins in the previous two weeks.

“I think definitely [we are starting to 

play better],” Pellet said. “It was hard 
for us, as a team, to get there, but now 
that we finally are, it feels really good.”

The team then hosted Canisius 
(8-13, 6-6 MAAC) on Feb. 1, and 
despite struggling to score in the open-
ing half, Rider was able to take a 25-23 
lead to the locker room.

After being held to less than 30 per-
cent shooting for the first half, Canisius 
started the second half  on an 8-0 scor-
ing run to take the lead.

Rider could only manage eight 
points on 3 of  12 from the field in the 
first 10 minutes of  the closing half. 
Eventually, the team pulled ahead 
when red-shirt sophomore guard Robin 
Perkins scored to make it 40-39 in the 
Broncs’ favor with 6:28 remaining in 

the game.
Moments later, the Broncs moved 

out to a 47-41 lead, but the Golden 
Griffins managed to cut the lead to 
two points with one minute remaining. 
After a free throw from Canisius senior 
guard Kayla Hoohuli the lead was cut 
to 50-49.

Canisius retook control when their 
junior guard Emily Weber sank a 
pair of  free throws with nine seconds 
remaining, putting Canisius up by one. 
But Pellet, who missed a pair of  free 
throws minutes earlier, drew a shooting 
foul with 0.3 seconds remaining and 
made the two free throws to win the 
game. 

Perkins finished the game with 13 
points and Banks led the game with 18 

points and had nine rebounds.
Rider will try to go for the season 

sweep when the team next faces Siena 
on Feb. 5 at Alumni Gym. Then they 
travel to Hamden, Conn., on Feb. 7 to 
face off  against Quinnipiac (19-3, 11-0 
MAAC), which is the only undefeated 
team in MAAC play.

Despite the low-scoring offense, 
Milligan still believes that if  their 
defense plays well enough, then they’ll 
have a chance to succeed.

“I feel like our defense puts us in a 
situation to win games,” Milligan said. 
“We feel like if  we hold any team in the 
50s, then we have a chance to win.”
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Junior guard Manon Pellet sank the game-winning foul shot with 0.3 seconds left in regulation in the Feb. 1 game against Canisius.

By Brandon Scalea

THE Rider club ice hockey team officially clinched 
a spot in the Mid-Atlantic Collegiate Hockey 
Association (MACHA) playoffs following games 
against Virginia Tech and Wagner on Jan. 30 and 

31.
The weekend didn’t start the way the Broncs (18-

10, 11-8 MACHA) wanted as they hosted Virginia 
Tech. Back in November, Rider was able to pull out 
a 6-2 win on the road in Roanoke, Va. The Hokies 
would not let this happen again, as they spoiled the 
Broncs’ first game of  its big weekend by shutting out 
Rider 4-0. The Broncs were outshot and outplayed, 
but still trailed just 1-0 after two periods. In the final 
frame, Virginia Tech scored three quick goals on 
senior goaltender Nate Kholodenko for the convincing 
win. 

Virginia Tech will also compete in the MACHA 
playoffs as the No. 2 seed.  

After the loss, Head Coach Sean Levin made it 
clear the Broncs’ play was unacceptable. 

“We came up flat against Virginia Tech,” Levin 
said. “When you put yourself  in a situation where you 
can’t score goals, you’re not going to make it easy for 
yourself.”

A slow start against Wagner in the next game 
threatened to hurt Rider for the second straight night. 
After a win on the opening face-off, the Seahawks 
controlled possession and then found the net just 59 
seconds into the contest. The Broncs were able to set-
tle in quickly and drew a tripping penalty two minutes 
later. At the 3:16 mark of  the first period — just 20 
seconds into the power play — senior forward Chris 

Daley, as he has done so many times this season, made 
a play. He netted the power-play goal to tie the game 
at 1, with assists from junior defenseman Connor Fox 
and senior forward Luke Liddell. 

The game slowed down after that, with the two 
teams fighting for possession for the remainder of  the 
period. The Broncs were able to kill off  some penal-
ties, due largely to strong goaltending by Kholodenko. 
The score would remain 1-1 through two periods with 
Rider leading 11-7 in shots on goal. 

In the final 20 minutes of  the regular season at 
Louck’s Ice Arena, the Broncs aimed to take charge 
and defend their house. An early penalty cost them, 
however, and Wagner took an early 2-1 lead. The 
Broncs looked to be in trouble when senior for-
ward Pat Grilli went to the box just moments later, 
but Chris Daley came through with assists from his 
brother — sophomore forward Max Daley — and 
freshman forward Chris Johnson, scoring a short-
handed goal to tie the game at 2. 

The Seahawks, however, didn’t come all the way 
from Staten Island to get pushed around. They 
quickly regained the lead 3-2 and quieted the home 
crowd, but another tripping penalty against Wagner 
made them shorthanded just moments later. With less 
than 12 minutes to go, Chris Daley scored yet again, 
completing the hat trick and tying the game at 3. The 
momentum would not swing back again. With 10:13 
remaining, senior forward Pete Malamud joined the 
scoring sheet and gave Rider its first lead of  the game. 

After coincidental minors, Rider took advantage 
of  the 4-on-4 hockey and took a 5-3 lead on a goal by 
Johnson, who was assisted by freshman forward John 

Martino and freshman defenseman J.J. Santagata. 
Inspired by the offensive eruption, Kholodenko 

stood tall in the cage for the rest of  the game. 
“No matter who it is, it seems like everyone shows 

up at the most crucial time,” Kholodenko said. 
“That’s what makes this team special. Those are 
things you can’t teach.” 

After a Broncs timeout with 1:05 to go, Wagner 
pulled its goalie for the extra skater. Grilli saw this as 
an opportunity to put a cap on a great sendoff. He 
won a foot race for the loose puck and poked it in the 
empty net for the 6-3 win.

On a night where the seniors were honored in their 
final home game, Levin felt very proud of  his soon-to-
depart players for stepping up.

“This is probably the best senior class in this 
program’s history,” Levin said. “We have threats 
on all ends of  the ice with guys like Grilli, Daley, 
Kholodenko and Hags [senior goalie Mike Haggerty]. 
They’re fun guys to be around and they put Rider on 
the map. They will be missed.”

The Broncs are projected to be a No. 4 seed in the 
MACHA playoffs and to play Penn State on Feb. 13 
in Abington, Md. Until then, the Broncs will finish 
their regular season with a road trip to Ohio, with 
games against Bowling Green and the University of  
Toledo, a team consistently ranked in the top five in 
the region. 

Levin sees this as a great test for his team. 
“This is a nice way to end the regular season, in 

my opinion,” he said. “Bowling Green is always tough 
and physical, and Toledo is always a competitor for 
nationals.”

I C E  H O C K E Y

Chris Daley’s hat trick helps clinch playoff spot
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M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs in the thick 
of conference clash
By Thomas Regan

ON the heels of  a home victory 
over Canisius, and in the middle 
of  a three-way, second-place tie 
with Monmouth and Manhattan, 

the men’s basketball team went on the 
road and defeated St. Peter’s on Jan. 29, 
but lost to Siena on Feb. 2.

In the opening half  against St. 
Peter’s (16-6, 9-2 MAAC), Rider moved 
out to an 18-10 lead, but fell behind 
21-20 after St. Peter’s went on a run of  
its own. Not to be outdone, the Broncs’ 
second leading scorer, junior guard 
Teddy Okereafor, hit two free throws 
followed by a three-pointer to give 
Rider (14-9, 8-4 MAAC) a 25-21 lead. 

However, with just four seconds left 
on the clock, the Peacocks stole the ball 
from sophomore guard Jimmie Taylor 
and capitalized with a layup, leading 
to a 25-23 score at the end of  the first 
half.

Rider lost the lead early in the sec-
ond half  after St. Peter’s senior guard 
Desi Washington hit a three-pointer 
to give the Peacocks a 26-25 lead. The 
game continued in back-and-forth 
fashion with Rider getting most of  their 
opportunities off  foul shots, an area 
Head Coach Kevin Baggett stressed in 
practice.

“Offensively it was to get to the 
free-throw line, which we shot two for 
two the first half  and then the second 
half  we shot 28 free throws,” Baggett 
said. “It was to be more aggressive in 
the paint whether we threw it into our 
big guys or whether we drove it in, we 
wanted to be the aggressors the second 
half  and once we did that, we got to the 
free throw line and I thought that gave 
us confidence.”

With the Broncs out in front 52-49, 

they made their final six free throws, 
securing the 58-49 victory. Okereafor, 
who had 12 points and 10 rebounds, 
tried to remain as active as possible 
throughout the game.

“I just stay aggressive and try to 
finish every defensive possession with 
a rebound,” Okereafor said. “Making 
sure I was in the mix when a shot went 
up and then just getting to the ball 
first.”

After the win, Rider traveled to 
Albany to take on Siena (9-12, 6-6 
MAAC) and put on an offensive show 
early in the game, taking a command-
ing 20-4 lead. However, the Broncs 
were only able to muster a few opportu-
nities, while committing multiple fouls, 
and allowed the Saints to go on a 26-3 
run to put Rider down by 4. 

Okereafor thought he and his 
teammates played well early, but made 
mistakes that allowed the Saints to get 
back into the game.

“I think we were executing early and 
getting into the paint and to the free 
throw line,” Okereafor said. “We were 
effective when we were able to break 
the press. A couple defensive break-
downs ended up having a snowball 
effect.”

The Broncs battled back and took 
the lead thanks to junior guard Zedric 
Sadler’s three-pointer with six seconds 
remaining in the half  to go ahead 
34-32.

For most of  the second half, Rider 
did not come within five points of  
Siena until Taylor hit a three-pointer 
to bring the team within two. However, 
the Saints answered with a three-
pointer of  their own, and the Broncs 
could not close the gap, eventually los-
ing the game 79-72.

Baggett believes that his team did 
not attack well, explaining that Siena 
simply outplayed them.

“Give them credit, they did a good 
job getting back in the game and I 
thought they were the aggressors last 
night — we weren’t. We played on our 
heels and we certainly didn’t defend 
the way we normally defend as a 
team, so we had too many breakdowns 
altogether defensively and that’s what 
ultimately cost us the game.”

Vying for a top spot in the MAAC, 
Rider will host Fairfield and Manhattan 
on Feb. 5 and 8. Baggett knows nei-
ther game will be easy, but both are 

important if  the team wants to stay 
near the top.

“I expect it to be two hard games, 
both of  those teams are capable of  
winning,” Baggett said. “Obviously, we 
beat them, but they don’t forget and 
they’re going to be ready to play us. We 
are coming off  of  a loss and I’m hoping 
we don’t have a hangover over it. We 
got to get back to winning. It’s good to 
be home and we got to win at home. 
It’s going to be two hard-fought games 
that we really need if  we want to stay at 
the top of  the league. We just have to 
take it one game at a time.”

W R E S T L I N G

Wrestling wins two in quest to return to rankings
By Brandon Scalea 

AFTER struggles that saw the wrestling team lose 
five of  six matches and fall out of  national 
rankings, as high as 10th in early January, they 
were able to get back on track with wins over 

Bloomsburg on Jan. 30 and Hofstra on Feb. 1. 
The Broncs (10-6, 3-1 EWL) traveled to conference 

rival Bloomsburg (0-8, 0-3 EWL) missing five start-
ers from the lineup. Their substitutes held their own, 
allowing Rider to win six of  10 bouts for a 26-13 win.

Associate Head Coach John Hangey was pleased 
with how the backups stepped up at a crucial time.

“In a situation like this you need to have guys who 
will step up for you,” Hangey said. 

For Rider, 157-pound freshman Chad Walsh 
improved to 22-6 on the season with his fourth pin of  
the year, giving the Broncs a commanding 17-3 lead. 

B.J. Clagon, a 149-pound freshman, also came 
through, winning a major decision to improve to 18-7 
on the year. 

“It’s a good feeling knowing you did your job,” 
Clagon said. “Wrestling is a very competitive sport 
to the point where you simply want to dominate your 
opponent. Our coaches work us hard and when we 

need the extra points in the match we can earn them.” 
The turning point in the match was an overtime 

win for Chuck Zeisloft, a 141-pound senior. In a 
tough bout that went down to the wire, Zeisloft was 
able to record a takedown to give Rider an early 7-3 
advantage. 

Rob Deutsch, a 133-pound junior and Greg 
Velasco, a junior heavyweight, also came through with 
wins.

Deutsch, who improved to 18-6 overall and 3-0 
in EWL matches, explained the importance of  more 
people stepping up and winning when the team is 
faced with injuries.  

“It’s great to be able to put bonus points on the 
board for your team, especially when we are short-
handed,” said Deutsch. “It’s a long season so it’s 
important to dig deep and get tough.” 

Velasco won the heavyweight match for the final 
score for Rider. It was the ninth time in 16 tries 
against Bloomsburg that the Broncs came out with a 
win. Last season, Head Coach Gary Taylor recorded 
his 400th career win against the Huskies. 

Two nights later, Rider headed to Hempstead, N.Y., 
to take on Hofstra (5-9, 3-4 EIWA). Hangey believed 

this showdown was going to be a tough one.
 “Hofstra is a challenge,” Hangey said. “They are 

always a good program and we really need to step up 
if  we want to beat them. They are a better team than 
Bloomsburg.” 

His team, however, was able to win five bouts over 
Hofstra, while still being shorthanded, winning 21-15 
and getting their 10th victory of  the season. Clagon 
led the way for the Broncs yet again, winning by fall 
for Rider’s final points of  the match. It was Clagon’s 
19th win overall, making him 12-4 in duals. 

Also for the Broncs, 197-pound senior Donald 
McNeil returned from missing three meets with an 
injury, and he proved to be key, putting Rider on top 
early 9-6 with a win. Walsh, Deutsch and 165-pound 
junior Conor Brennan also earned wins. 

It was only until last season that Hofstra and Rider 
were not conference rivals; they have been competing 
with each other since 1973-74. It was only the third 
time in the last 16 seasons that the Broncs were able to 
top Hofstra. 

Rider will be back in action at Alumni Gym on 
Feb. 6 when they play host to another local rival, 
Drexel.

Junior guard Teddy Okereafor recorded his first double-double and led Rider to a 58-49 victory over 
St. Peter’s on Jan. 29. The win puts the Broncs in a battle for the top of the conference.
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