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PREPARE FOR THE APOCALYPSE
Students put on a workshop production of  a 
zombie musical. page 6

EDUCATION ON EBOLA
Learn the truth about the virus, apart from the  
exaggeration. page 8

THE FINAL WHISTLE
Ryan Walsh, captain of  men’s soccer, led the team 
to best performance since 1998. page 12

By Gianluca D’Elia
 Having her memoir The Glass Castle shared at Rider University 

is a dream come true for author Jeannette Walls, who spoke and 
signed books at Rider on Nov. 12. “Nothing makes me happier than 
students reading my book,” said the author and former MSNBC 
gossip columnist as she prepared for her lecture backstage in the 
Bart Luedeke Center. 

“If  I had one fantasy for this book, it was not about the best-
seller list or being made into a movie,” said Walls. “I hoped that 
teens would read it, either teens who didn’t understand what crazy 
poor families are like, or teens who are from those crazy poor 
families, so they could better understand themselves. And maybe 
somebody would get a glimmer of  hope from my story.” 

Novel beginnings
The Glass Castle is a memoir about Jeannette Walls’ eccentric 

upbringing, during which she and her family moved several times, 
briefly settling in places including Arizona, Nevada and West Virginia. 

There were some periods when Walls and her family were homeless. 
Her parents referred to this nomadic lifestyle as “doing the ‘skidad-

dle.’” A 17-year-old Jeannette and two of  her siblings, Lori and 
Brian, saved enough money to move to New York City. Their 
father, Rex Walls, who Jeannette Walls now believes may have 
been bipolar, struggled with alcoholism. Their mother, Rose 
Mary, was an artist who craved independence, and who tended 

to neglect the four Walls children. While the Walls children 
resented her erratic behavior, Jeannette Walls now says she 
admires her mother for putting self-sufficiency before her 
own comfort and safety. 

As a writer, Jeannette Walls believes storytelling is 
magical. “It’s all about having 
a shared experience,” she said. 

“Once somebody opens up about 

By Thomas Albano

EBOLA has taken over the news media for a while 
now in the United States, and the disease has 
touched some Rider students.

A student from Sierra Leone and his immedi-
ate family are healthy, but have been greatly affected 
by the disease, according to Anthony Campbell, dean 
of  students.

“He’s telling me he can’t go back over there, and 
he’s lost some family members,” Campbell said. “His 
family can’t go back. They’ve been here for five years, 
and he has a lot of  close relatives over there in Sierra 
Leone. But, because of  Ebola, they can’t go back there 
and they can’t have the relatives visit.”

The 2014 Ebola outbreak, which has affected thou-
sands of  West Africans, is the largest outbreak of  this 
disease in history, according to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).

Senior journalism major Robert Knuckles, who 
lives in Bucks County, Pa., has family members who 
have come from areas now affected by Ebola, and 
some who are still there.

“Both my mom and my dad came from Liberia, 
pretty much where it’s happening right now. All my 
family is from there,” Knuckles said. “My family — 
uncles and aunts — that are here in America right 
now, they can’t go back to Liberia anytime soon with 
the whole Ebola crisis.”

The CDC defines Ebola as “a rare and deadly 
disease caused by infection with one of  the Ebola virus 
strains.” Symptoms of  Ebola include fever, muscle and 
stomach pains and unexplained bleeding or bruising; 
however, the only way a human can catch the disease 

is through direct contact with bodily fluids of  someone 
with it, or objects that have been contaminated with 
infected bodily fluids.

As of  Nov. 14, the countries of  Guinea, Liberia and 
Sierra Leone have total combined cases of  14,413 in 
2014, with 5,177 total deaths, according to the CDC. 
Meanwhile, the United States has had four total cases, 
with the only deaths coming from a man who traveled 
from Liberia to Dallas, and more recently a doctor 
from Sierra Leone.

Knuckles still has a grandmother in Liberia, and 
has concerns about her. 

“She’s been living there her entire life, and I’m just 
worried about whether she’s OK or not,” Knuckles 
said. “From what we’ve heard, she’s OK, but who 
knows how long that’s going to last.”

According to Campbell, any student from an 
Ebola-affected area will be able to work out a way to 
reside in the university’s dorms over Thanksgiving, 
and even Christmas if  need be, like any other interna-
tional student. 

“We do that all the time with international stu-
dents, and with students from California or even with 
students who don’t have a place to go and live close 
by,” Campbell said. “We work out an arrangement 
for them to stay on campus during breaks. That’s our 
typical policy.”

Also, services, such as the counseling center, will be 
available to any student or faculty member who may 
need them.

“This is not just a student issue,” Campbell said. 
“We have a community that we work with and 
support. It’s hard. If  your family were there, you’d 

mention how you would feel. You’d be concerned for 
them.”

Knuckles says that the seriousness of  Ebola should 
not be underestimated and any jokes about the disease 
are not welcome.

“For Halloween, people were trying to dress up as 
Ebola patients,” Knuckles said. “Really, why are you 
doing that?”

Knuckles was critical of  news coverage of  the 
Ebola outbreak in West Africa and of  the limited cases 
in the United States, saying that more people should 
be aware of  what is going on.

Campbell, also believes that more should be known 
about the disease.

“What I think is, we don’t have enough informa-
tion in the public arena about it,” Campbell said. “So, 
when you have gaps of  information, people fill the 
gaps with fear.”

Although no case has been officially confirmed in 
New Jersey, Rider has already taken precautions when 
it comes to the possibility of  Ebola’s presence.

An email from University Communications was 
sent out to the Rider community on Aug. 22, ask-
ing any student who traveled to Guinea, Nigeria, 
Liberia or Sierra Leone within the month to contact 
the Health Center. It then said that the school would 
continue to work with the New Jersey Department of  
Health (NJDOH).

In the event that a case appears in the state, but 
not on Rider’s campus, 
Campbell said a warning 
will be issued as soon as 
possible, and the school 

Ebola: Deadly disease hits closer to home for some
Jeannette Walls signs The Glass Castle for a student as part of the Shared Read Program started by Provost DonnaJean Fredeen.

➠ SEE WALLS
PAGE 4

➠ SEE EBOLA
PAGE 2
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Embracing gift of a ‘wacky past’ 
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T H I S  W E E K
N E W S  B R I E F S

Sophomore remains hospitalized

AS OF NOV. 18, John Francisco, a sophomore busi-
ness major, remains in the intensive care unit 
at Robert Wood Johnson University Hospital 
in New Brunswick. Francisco was airlifted to 

the hospital following a car accident on Nov. 6 when 
his car left Route 1 for unknown reasons and struck a 
tree. The Rider News was not able to obtain his condi-
tion status. 

Class Clash
Be nice to your professors. On 

Monday, Nov. 10, at 11:44 a.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to 
Memorial Hall on the report of a 
disorderly person. Upon arrival, 
officers met with the faculty 
member who had reported the 
incident. They were told that while 
taking an exam, a student wanted 
to leave the classroom and was 
advised that if he or she left the 
classroom, re-entry to complete 
the test would not be permit-
ted. The student left anyway and 
returned a short time later. When 
the student was told he or she 
could not finish the exam, the 
student became upset, began 
using profanity toward the faculty 
member and left. The student was 
charged with disorderly conduct, 
and the matter has been referred 
to the Office of Community 
Standards.  

Messy Eaters
    Didn’t their mothers teach them 
to clean up after themselves? On 
Nov. 12 at 7:40 p.m., Public Safety 
was dispatched to Daly’s Dining 
Hall on the report of disorderly 
students. Officers met with a male 
staff member who explained that 
shortly before, there were several 
students who were throwing nap-
kins, dishes, food and drinks on 
the floor, leaving a mess behind. 
This was not the first time that this 
particular group of students has 
behaved this way. Public Safety 
was able to identify some of the 
students involved, but the investi-
gation is ongoing. 

Locker Swipes
It seems there is a wallet thief 

on the loose. On Nov. 11 at 12:45 
p.m., Public Safety was dispatched 
to the SRC on a report of theft. 
Officers spoke with the victim, a 
male student, who said he placed 
his wallet in an unsecured locker 
from 10 a.m. Nov. 11 to 11 a.m. on 
Nov. 12. During that period, the 
contents of his wallet, including 
cash, a credit card, a debit card 
and various forms of identifica-
tion, were stolen. On Nov. 12 at 
4:30 p.m., a similar incident was 
reported by another male stu-
dent, who left his belongings in 
an unlocked SRC locker at 3:20 
p.m., and roughly one hour later, 
found that the contents of his 
wallet were stolen. On Nov. 13 at 
1 p.m., the same thing happened 
to a male staff member. After 
leaving his wallet in an unsecured 
locker in the SRC for an hour, he 
found that cash was missing from 
his wallet. Public Safety wants to 
remind the Rider community that 
the SRC provides locks for lockers 
free of charge, and discourages 
anyone from leaving items in 
unlocked lockers. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Wednesday, November 19

Knots of Love
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m,  BLC Fire Side Lounge
Students can spread the warmth this season by making 
a blanket for a family in need. Special guests include 
local and national experts in youth homelessness.

Friday, November 21

Lighting of Moore Library
6:15 p.m. - 7 p.m., Front of Moore Library
Immediately following Celebration of  Lights, the light-
ing of  Moore Library will take place.

Saturday, November 22

Comedy Show
9 p.m. - 11 p.m., BLC Theater
Jon Rudnitsky will open the night, followed by Julian 
McCullough, to entertain students with a night full of  
laughs. 

Page 2

A note from Public Safety
As the semester comes to a close and students get 
ready to leave for Thanksgiving, Public Safety asks 
that all campus community members be aware of the 
following: 
• Take valuables home for Thanksgiving (electronics, 

jewelry, personal documents, etc.). 
• To limit vehicular theft, do not leave items in plain 

view in your car. Park in well-lit areas and be 
aware of your surroundings while out Black Friday 
shopping.

• Notify Public Safety if you have to 
load or unload a vehicle. 
We hope everyone has a safe, 
enjoyable break and we look 
forward to seeing you for the last 
week of classes and the beginning 
of finals.

This is the last issue of  The Rider News before the 
Thanksgiving break. Look for web updates during the 
break and we’ll be back in print on Dec. 3. We hope 
you have a safe and happy holiday.

will treat it the way it treated the norovirus out-
break of  2012, which caused approximately 40 
students to be transported to local hospitals.

“We would warn our people these are the
precautions — sort of  like we did with norovirus,” 
Campbell said. “[We would be] informing people 
what to do. If  there’s not a case on campus, there’s 
no real danger. Unless you’re in contact with the 
infected person during the time where they’re 
experiencing symptoms, you’re not in a position 
of  getting it. So we would spend time educating, 
we would spend time working, and we would work 
with the departments of  health.”
      If  a case came to Rider, however, Campbell 
said the situation would be monitored even more 
closely, as each case is unique. At that point, the 
school would work with various health depart-
ments as well as the CDC and other emergency 
medical crews.
     “We’d be working with our community and 
we’d be following all sorts of  regulations and 
plans,” Campbell said. “We have healthcare 
providers. We have information that we would 
work with. Again, we would be tracking people 
that were in contact, but as long as you weren’t 
involved with bodily fluids, your chances of  catch-
ing it are not very high. So, we do have a plan in 
cooperation with the other governmental agencies 
that are experts in this area.”
    Campbell thinks the best precautionary mea-
sure is to educate the public on Ebola.
     “The plan that we have deals with education 
through perceptions and dealing with the actual,” 
Campbell said. “So you’ve got to do both.”

Ebola 

New president update coming soon?

A STATEMENT FOR The Rider News from Michael 
Kennedy, chair of the Rider Board of Trustees 
and Presidential Search Committee, issued at 7 
p.m. on Nov. 18: 

“The Presidential Search process is progressing 
well. Very soon, the committee will be able to provide 
more information regarding the status of the search 
and the expected next steps. I am thankful for the 
commitment and hard work done by the search 
committee and I am very confident that this process 
will allow us to select the best candidate to lead Rider 
into the future.”

Standing up for survivors of sexual assault

CONT’D FROM P. 1

By Casey Gale
Students, faculty and staff 

braved the cold and rallied 
together to end sexual violence 
at the “It’s on Us” rally on Nov. 18. 
Susan Stahley, the alcohol, drug 
and sexual assault education coor-
dinator, hosted the rally to shed 
light on “It’s on Us,” a campaign 
that declares that ending sexual 
violence on college campuses is 
everyone’s responsibility. 

Stahley; Anthony Campbell, 
dean of students; Nikki Scalia, 
senior public relations major and 
president of Greek life; and Liz 
Zadnik, capacity building special-
ist at the New Jersey Coalition 

Against Sexual Assault spoke dur-
ing the event, held in the Student 
Recreation Center atrium. 

“Campus sexual assault is not 
new, but the recent increase in 
attention and awareness gives 
us a better chance to meet the 
needs of survivors, support and 
strengthen institutional responses, 
and celebrate innovative ways to 
create lasting change on college 
campuses,” said Zadnik . “‘It’s On 
Us’ gives us a great opportunity 
to look deeper, and for us to 
create change in how we relate 
to one another and how we see 
ourselves as a collective campus 
community.”

During the rally, Campbell 
announced the launch of the 
Rider Men’s Project, which aims 
to prevent any personal vio-
lence or abuse within the com-
munity by exploring the male 
identity through education and 
mentoring. 

The night concluded with 
attendees taking the “It’s on Us” 
pledge to commit to keep others 
safe from sexual assault. 
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By Shanna O’Mara

STUDENTS, staff  and alumni flocked to the Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater on Nov. 13 for a memo-
rial service to commemorate the life of  Dr. 
Howard Schwartz.

Schwartz passed away on June 28 at the age of  
76 after battling non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma. During 
his 37 years at Rider, he founded the Department of  
Communication and Journalism and was a founder 
of  Rider’s Educational Opportunity Program (EOP). 
Even after his retirement in 2005, Schwartz impacted 
the lives of  many. 

“Dr. Schwartz did not touch us just for a moment,” 
Reginald Lorjuste, ’00, said. “He touched us for a 
movement,” toward achieving and inspiring those 
around him to get involved.

Schwartz urged his students to be confident in 
themselves and to take advantage of  the fact that they 
could change the world. Many have since excelled 
in fields as diverse as education, news reporting and 
religion, such as Lorjuste who is now a pastor at his 
local church. 

Colleagues of  Schwartz recognized his warmth and 
sincerity while he created a “sense of  family” within 

the department, according to Dr. Jonathan Millen, 
professor of  communication and associate dean of  the 
College of  Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences. He 
was always “more mentor than administrator, more 
friend than colleague, more nurturer than teacher.”

Also serving as an adviser for the Phi Sigma 
Epsilon brothers, Schwartz embraced his mentor 
status by assisting, protecting and loving everyone 
around him, speakers said. He offered a helping hand 
and open arms to anyone in need, and, as expressed 
during the memorial, those touched will be eternally 
grateful. 

“The teacher in him was always there,” Jill 
Canastra, ’72, said. “Perhaps in no time was that more 
evident than in the lessons he taught over the years of  
his fight against cancer.” 

Keeping in touch with past students and fellow 
staff  members, Schwartz continued to inspire those 
around him and remained optimistic and humorous 
until his last day. 

During his years at Rider, Schwartz not only influ-
enced his students, fraternity advisees and coworkers, 
but he also impacted the legacy of  the school itself. 

He served as the communication department’s chair 
until his retirement, and in his early years served as 
president of  the Rider Faculty Senate, seedbed of  the 
AAUP. He helped develop Rider’s EOP in 1969, and 
alongside his wife, Harriett, mentored innumerable 
students through the program.

Schwartz was awarded many honors through-
out his career. In 1982, he received the Lindback 
Distinguished Teaching Award. Upon his retirement 
in 2005, Schwartz was designated a New Jersey State 
EOP Champion, and the New Jersey Assembly and 
Senate honored him with a joint resolution praising 
his accomplishments. In 2009, Schwartz was honored 
by the New Jersey Equal Opportunity board of  direc-
tors as “A Fortunate Find.”

Harriett Schwartz, his loving wife, recalled holding 
his 2009 award and rubbing her finger over the words 
“A Fortunate Find and A Rare Treasure.” Howard 
Schwartz embodied this phrase, according to the 
many members of  the Rider community who attended 
his memorial. 

Walls
CONT’D FROM P. 1

 
their secrets, the other person will open up about 
theirs. And in my experience, kids are so smart. It’s 
kind of  stunning the way kids get it. This sort of  thing 
is greater to me than winning a Pulitzer Prize.” 

The power of  storytelling to help people open up 
and share their own stories inspired Walls to publish 
The Glass Castle and has changed her life for the better. 

“I thought nobody was going to get it,” she said. 
“But not only do they get it, sometimes they get it bet-
ter than I do.”

Writing a memoir about her nomadic and some-
what abusive childhood was something that Walls had 
planned to do for a long time. But before The Glass 
Castle was published, the idea of  sharing her story 
made her uneasy. “I was terrified, initially,” she admit-
ted. “I was practically hiding in a fetal position under 
my desk.” 

 
Art imitating life

After moving to New York, Walls went on to 
become a successful journalist. Enjoying a comfort-
able lifestyle while her parents were living in cars 
and homeless shelters made her feel guilty, even 
though her parents insisted that they chose their way 
of  life. Her mother considered being homeless “an 
adventure.” 

Reflecting on the process of  writing her memoir, 
she said, “I sat down to write my story thinking, ‘Why 
am I doing this? Why am I exposing myself  to what I 
was certain was going to be shame and humiliation? I 
have this fabulous job, everything I ever dreamed of, 
and I’m throwing it all away to tell this raggedy little 
story.’” However, publishing The Glass Castle had a 
completely opposite effect on her. 

“It’s the most cathartic thing I’ve ever done in my 
life,” she said. “Every now and then someone will 
come up to me and tell me, ‘I loved your book.’ It’s 
just been miraculous. It’s helped me come out of  
my shame.” Feeling as if  she had to try to hide her 
past made Walls feel isolated. “I was alone because I 
didn’t think people would get it,” she said. “But now 
I understand how many people out there also have 
wacky pasts.” 

With a New York Times best-selling confessional 
memoir being read by millions, Walls finds she has a 
direct connection with some readers. 

“People will come up to me and say things like, 
‘You know what your mother’s problem is?’ And then 
we’ll just have incredible conversations.” 

Even while working as a gossip columnist, Walls 
recalls times when she would be interviewing celebri-
ties, and they would ask her to turn off  the micro-
phone for a moment so they could talk about The Glass 
Castle.  

Extending her thoughts to readers
Through the warm reception of  her memoir, Walls 

learned to take ownership of  her past and reach 

others through her story. In The Glass Castle, a recur-
ring motif  is the glass castle itself, the blueprints of  
a dream house for the entire Walls family to live in, 
created by Jeannette Walls’ father, Rex.

 “I chose to see it as a hope and a dream,” she 
says. “And the belief  that maybe all this doing the 
‘skidaddle,’ and sleeping in cars and cardboard boxes, 
was all temporary, and one of  these days I would actu-
ally have a nice place to live. It is what you choose to 
make of  it. I hope that in the process of  having relived 
and revisited my own story that I tried for so long to 
run away from, I learned some of  the lessons I should 
have learned a long time ago.” 

The Glass Castle has also led people to question how 
they think about poverty. In early 1980, in a college 
classroom, Walls tried to voice her opinion when 
she disagreed with a professor on homelessness. At 
the time, her parents were homeless. The teacher 
responded by asking, “What do you know about 
the lives of  the underprivileged?” A young, fearful 
Jeannette kept her mouth closed. Now, Walls has done 
a substantial amount of  speaking on behalf  of  home-
less people, and she still finds it to be a complicated 
issue that cannot be explained in simple terms. 

Looking back on that experience in college, Walls 
did not mean to “stick it” to the professor. She was 
actually in awe that this professor cared about people 
of  the lower class even though she didn’t know one of  
her students was part of  that life. 

“I was a nerdy political science major,” Walls 
admitted. “I signed up for that class because I loved 
these heated debates about minimum wage and 
whether it helps or hurts poor people. I don’t know the 
answers to all these questions about poverty, but I’m 
fascinated by the issue.” 

Now, people ask Walls difficult questions regard-
ing poverty and homelessness. But even though she 
does not always know the answers, the fact that people 
now use her book as a springboard to ask questions is 
the best she could have hoped for her “raggedy little 
story.”

After learning humbling life lessons from sharing 
her story and being able to relate to countless readers, 
Walls encourages students to embrace their pasts. 

“If  students read my book and leave thinking only 
about me, then I haven’t done my job,” said Walls. “I 
hope it makes them reconsider their stories. Maybe it 
will change the way they see themselves, or the way 
they treat other people. 

“I think very often, we run from our pasts,” said 
Walls. After having tried to do so for several years, one 
of  the most important lessons she learned is that there 
is no escape. If  you run from your past, it will catch up 
with you. But, according to Jeannette Walls, if  you can 
confront your past, not only will it stop scaring you, 
but you can get the most incredible gifts from even the 
wackiest of  experiences. 

News

‘A new start for N.J.’
        
By Emily Kelley

THE middle class is not at all what it used to be 
for New Jersey citizens, according to Philip D. 
Murphy, a Democratic politician who many 
think will run for governor. By studying the 

negative change, Murphy developed a plan to start 
a revival called “New Start New Jersey.”

From students and faculty, to alumni and 
guests, the Mercer Room was filled to capac-
ity on Nov. 13 when Murphy spoke at an event 
presented by the Rebovich Institute of  New Jersey 
politics about his findings and experiences with 
the declining middle class.

“A majority of  [New Jersey citizens] already 
believe that their generation’s quality of  life is 
worse than that of  their parents,” said Murphy. 
“And they expect the trend to continue.” 

“New Start New Jersey” was launched on Nov. 
10, and is a program built off  the determination 
to reverse New Jersey’s economic decline. Murphy 
explained that three out of  every four people 
in New Jersey identify with the middle class. 
However, half  of  that population finds it much 
harder to make ends meet now than they did a 
year ago.

In a poll constructed by “New Start New 
Jersey,” citizens were asked to identify what it 
would look like for them to live a middle-class life. 
The results were as expected: to have a secure 
job, a secure retirement, and no need to worry 
about the cost of  essential items. However, these 
comforts are being swept out from underneath 
these citizens more and more each day. One of  
Murphy’s aspirations is to see this trend reverse 
course. 

One of  the biggest financial crises that a 
middle-class family has to face today is sending a 
child to college, said Murphy. He addressed this 
issue with a strong belief  that community college 
should be free to all students, as it is in Oregon.

“I think it’s great that he considers education 
in New Jersey so important that he wants to fol-
low Oregon in making it free,” said undeclared 
freshman Kenneth Dillon. “For us students, it is 
especially important since he is a potential bid for 
[New Jersey] governor.”

While a college education is considered a 
middle-class luxury, it is becoming harder for 
working class families to afford it. Murphy, being 
raised in a middle-class family, understands the 
hardships and encourages current students to 
“seize this opportunity” and discover the benefits 
that a higher education has to offer. 

“I really liked how he rose from the middle 
class and all of  the struggles he went through,” 
said Nina Catrambone, a freshman international 
business and marketing major.

Schwartz (1938-2014): Created a ‘sense of family’
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CONGRATULATES RIDER UNIVERSITY ON 150 YEARS!

ABCO Federal Credit Union has been proudly serving the Rider  
campus with banking and loans for over 30 years.

goabco.org | 1.800.225.1859

150
Pa

rtic
ipate in our

SWEEPSTAKES

Enter to win a $150 gift card*

to the University Bookstore

Federally insured 
by NCUA

$15 Starbucks® card**Plus receive a
when you open an account between  
now and December 5th!

*ABCO members and non-members welcome to enter. Limit one (1) entry per person per day. Ends December 5, 2014. 
Winner will be chosen on December 6, 2014, and notified via email. **Limit one per person. Ends December 5, 2014.

STOP BY OUR BRANCH LOCATED ON THE 
GROUND FLOOR OF THE BLC.
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International chefs can stand the heat: Venezuela wins
By Alyssa Naimoli

THREE Rider students brought their own ethnic recipes 
to Daly’s Dining Hall as they competed in “The 
Rider Student Top Chef: International Buffet World 
Championship,” sponsored by 107.7 The Bronc. The 

three finalists prepared and served their dishes to eager 
students in the hopes that their delicious recipes might 
earn them some votes.

On Nov. 13, students piled into Daly’s to join in 
on the excitement and taste the authentic global-
inspired dishes that the finalists, senior finance 
major Marlon Fiacco, freshman international busi-
ness major Ye-Jin Min and freshman biology major 
Zarefah Farraj-Ahmad, had to offer.

Fiacco, the winner of  the competition, wowed 
students with his Venezuelan-inspired recipe, 
arepas with sweet plantains. His dish kept 
students coming back for seconds, with 
a line wrapping along the edge of  his 
station in the center of  Daly’s.

“The inspiration of  my dish comes 
from the traditional staple of  my 
country, Venezuela, the arepa filled 
with the most exquisite filling on 
earth, ‘the Reina Pepiada’ (chicken 
and avocado mix),” said Fiacco. 
“[It is] named after a famous Miss 
Venezuela pageant winner, who 
won Miss Universe and went 
back straight to Caracas to enjoy 
one of  these delicacies.”

Fiacco used his knowledge 
of  cuisine and his Venezuelan 
culture to put together a dish that 
satisfied students. He was grate-
ful for the opportunity to “repre-
sent his background cuisine” in this 
competition and is “so appreciative 
of  the people who support high-quality 

food and embrace the passion of  the Latin American 
gastronomy.”

Fiacco feels that the competition is an effective way to 
expose students to cuisine from other cultures. 

“This competition allows students to deliver their 
unknown skills through food, and propels understanding 
of  the cultural diversity on campus reflected in tradi-

tional recipes of  student’s backgrounds,” 
he said.

Ye-Jin Min also enjoyed her time 
in the competition as she brought her 
recipe, Korean fried chicken wings, to 
hundreds of  hungry Rider students. 

“Korean fried chicken in general has 
been going viral in America, and many 
people had tasted them,” said Min. “I 
thought it would be a common dish 
since people already tried them before.”

Being named a finalist in this compe-
tition has become a high point in Min’s 

freshman year at Rider. Min happily said 
“congratulations” to the winner and was 

thankful for the opportunity to compete.
Fiacco and Min were not the only ones 

who found satisfaction in the competi-
tion. The third finalist, Zarefah Farraj-

Ahmad, also knew 
the competition 

would be a 
great experi-

ence when 
she first 
saw the 
flier.

Farraj-Ahmad prepared an authentic Middle Eastern 
dish, Arab-style meat pies, to serve the eager students at 
Daly’s for the competition.

Farraj-Ahmad has always enjoyed cooking and bak-
ing, and knew from the moment she saw the flier that she 
would participate in the competition. She knew the meat 
pies would be perfect for the competition and immedi-
ately began mixing up new spice combinations.

 “I enjoy the freedom of  incorporating exotic spices 
and cooking tasty dishes,“ said Farraj-Ahmad. “My 
favorite part of  preparing any dish is mixing and choos-
ing which spices to use.”

Farraj-Ahmad congratulated the winner and is thank-
ful to have had the opportunity to make food and share 
the experience with the students and faculty.

The Rider Top Chef  competition was once again 
a success as students lined up around the stations and 
made an effort to taste the authentic global dishes of  
their fellow students. Not only was the competition a fun 
and worthwhile experience for the students who tasted 
the dishes, but the prizes were an added bonus for the 
winner, Fiacco.

Fiacco walked away from the competition with first 
place and took home over $1,200 in cash and prizes, 
including an iPad Mini, Bronc Bucks, a Visa gift card 
and the opportunity to have his recipe as the “Special 
of  the Month” at PJ’s Pancake House in Princeton and 
West Windsor.

The competition brought happiness and good food to 
hundreds of  hungry students, while also giving an oppor-
tunity to Rider’s aspiring chefs.

“We have all accomplished the goal because the point 
is not who wins, but the effort and good will we put in 
order to deliver our culture through food and share it 
with the best community,” said Fiacco.

By Tara DeLorenzo

STUDENTS can join Rider University 
Musical Theater in its preparation 
for the zombie apocalypse as its 
workshop production of  the new 

musical ZM takes the Yvonne Theater 
stage Nov. 19-23. 

Written by Greg Kotis, with music 
by Mark Hollmann, the Tony Award-
winning creators of  Urinetown, this 
production is directed by Sean Daniels. 
Musical director Steven Gross and 
choreographer Wendy Seyb accom-
pany Daniels. ZM is unique compared 
to other shows, as this is a workshop 
production of  the musical.

“If  ZM, which I believe stands 
for Zombie Musical, is anything like 
Urinetown, it’s going to hilarious,” said 
Patrick Chmel, the retired chair of  
the Fine Arts Department and former 
associate dean of  the School of  Fine 
and Performing Arts, who directed a 
rendition of  Urinetown at Rider.

Unlike traditional shows, the cast 
and crew started with a script, but as 
rehearsals progressed, the script was 
altered and the show was changed. 

“It’s a workshop production,” said 
Daniels. “We’ll be making changes 
right up to opening (we just added five 
songs last week), so the audience will 
see a suggestion of  what the eventual 
production will be. [There will be] sim-
ple costumes and design elements, so 
that the focus is really on the students 
and the new material. In fact, Greg and 
Mark will probably respond to each 
audience, and the actors are ready to 

rehearse before each show, so you may 
see actors holding scripts and scores for 
certain scenes, as they’ve only had the 
new material for a few hours.”

The actors were also put to the test 
in creating these never-before-seen 
characters. Freshman Ruby Westfall, 
who plays Mercy Rider, a high school 
student working at a fast-food res-
taurant, was excited to take on the 
challenge.

“Unlike shows that have been done 
before that have original cast record-
ings and videos of  performances on 
YouTube, I get to create my character 
from scratch,” she said.

Daniels was very impressed with the 
cast and how well they all worked to 
make this piece a success. 

“The kids have been truly fantastic, 
growing from students to collaborators 
over the course of  the process, learn-
ing how to add their own voice to this 
growing show,” he said. “I think it’s a 
real gift as an artist to work on some-
thing new, as you get to put your stamp 
and spin on a role that people will be 
playing for potentially years.”

 The musical itself  takes place in an 
American small town fast-food restau-
rant called The Chicken Hutt. There, 
franchise executives come to have a 

new menu item tested and accidentally 
let loose the apocalypse.

“Zombies are having their moment 
in pop culture and I think that ZM will 
tap into that same zombie fervor,” said 
Westfall.

This workshop of  ZM also presents a 
very significant opportunity for Rider.

“I think it’s a really exciting moment 
for Rider, as their audience gets the first 
peek at a new musical, one that could 
be playing around the world for years 
(Urinetown just had its West End debut 
last month),” said Daniels. “The audi-
ences at Rider will play a huge role in 
developing the piece – what they laugh 
at, what they are excited by. So they not 
only get to see the work before anyone 
else, they fortuitously help to shape the 
piece itself. Also, for the students, to 
spend two months with the top profes-
sionals in the business, I don’t know 
where else you get that. It’s really a pro-
cess that should put Rider on the map 
for students looking to get a hands-on 
experience of  working in the American 
theater.”

Ruby Westfall, left, Peter Petrino, and Sophia Introna make up part of the cast for Rider’s work-
shop production of ZM, a new musical by Tony Award-winning creators Greg Kotis and Mark Hollmann. 
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ZM unleashes the zombie apocalypse

ZM performances will be held 
in the Yvonne Theater

Nov. 19 — 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 20 — 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 21 — 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 22 — 2 p.m.
Nov. 22 — 7:30 p.m.
Nov. 23 — 2 p.m.

Venezuelan arepas and a side of  sweet plantains
Ingredients for the arepas:
500g of corn flour 
10g of salt
300g of water (or amount needed)
80g of butter
150g of queso fresco or shredded mozzarella

For the arepas, mix the ingredients and knead the dough until soft. Form round patties similar to biscuits 
and put on a skillet for 5 minutes on each side until they have a golden and crispy exterior.

For the filling:
500g of rotisserie chicken shredded
2 avocados smashed like guacamole
1/4 cup of mayonnaise 
Salt and pepper
A hint of mustard

For the filling, mix in all the ingredients very well. Open the arepa as a pocket and stuff with the filling.

For the side of plantains:
2 very ripe plantains
120g of brown sugar
Canola oil 150g of queso fresco or mozzarella.
150g of butter
Clove and cinnamon

Cut the plantains in small round pieces and fry them until golden.

On a sauté pan, add a bit of oil and the butter. Once it melts, add the sugar, the clove, the cinnamon  and 
the plantains. Cook for about 3 minutes and add the cheese until it forms a caramel cheese consistency. 

For plating, put the arepa and the plantains on the side with a bit of crema fresca on a corner and garnish 
with crumbles of queso fresco or mozzarella.Zarefah Farraj-Ahmad, left, Ye-Jin Min, and Marlon Fiacco all competed in the “Rider Student Top 

Chef:  International Buffet World Championship,” where Fiacco took home first prize. 

Ph
ot

os
 b

y 
Em

ily
 K

el
le

y/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

By Emily Klingman

FOR World AIDS Day, Rider honored the cause on 
Nov. 18 by presenting its own AIDS awareness 
quilt.

The quilt, which was created in 2004, featured 
patches and panels made by different clubs and orga-
nizations on campus. Each panel represents support 
for those who suffer from HIV/AIDS.

“Those clubs were the initial panel makers of  the 
quilt. There’s one from the Latin American Student 
Organization and the Black Student Union and other 
clubs,” said Vickie McLaughlin, administrative spe-
cialist in the Office of  Multicultural Affairs. 

This year, in addition to the quilt, there were post-
ers presenting facts and statistics about the disease and 
those who suffer from it.

The goal, said McLaughlin, was to inform the 
Rider community.

“For students, we’re trying to draw awareness still. 
There may be students that have had a loved one 
suffer,” McLaughlin said. “It’s a reflection and it’s a 
prayer, and it’s a thought of  hope.”

Pamela Pruitt, director of  multicultural affairs, 
believes that the quilt is meant to represent support to 
anyone affected by the disease.

“The quilt signifies our sorrow for those who have 
been lost to HIV/AIDS; our empathy for the families 
and friends who have lost their loved ones; and hope 
for a cure,” Pruitt said.

Both Pruitt and McLaughlin emphasized what an 
important symbol the quilt was to Rider.

“The quilt is important to us because we want to 
bring awareness to our Rider community about the 

seriousness of  HIV/AIDS,” said Pruitt. “We need 
to remind everyone to adhere to safe practices in 
personal relations with others, remembering the vital 
message that AIDS does not discriminate.”

“Students just need to be educated,” said 
McLaughlin. “When you read the facts, every nine 
and a half  minutes someone contracts HIV, and HIV, 
when undetected, goes on to AIDS. It’s not just one 

group of  people. Everyone can get it. I didn’t know 
any of  this until I researched for myself.” 

According to McLaughlin, organizers hope to 
update the quilt by adding new panels to it.

“They’re going to try to rejuvenate this for next 
year,” said McLaughlin. “You should see new panels, 
possibly smaller, to bring new interest and to update it 
for current students and new clubs and organizations.”

To honor World AIDS Day on Dec. 1, Rider raised awareness with its AIDS quilt. Each panel was created by an organization on campus, such 
as the Latin American Student Organization and the Black Student Union. The quilt was placed in the Cavalla Room on Nov. 18. 
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AIDS quilt blankets Rider with awareness
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Come to meetings 
Wednesdays at 5pm 

in Ridge House basement. News SportsFeatures Opinion

Senior Marlon Fiacco  wowed Daly’s diners with his Venezuelan arepas.
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Ebola’s extreme 
exaggeration
A SIMPLE five-letter word has 

instilled fear among Ameri-
cans. This word has caused 
many across the nation to 

obsess over hygiene, dread con-
tact with their own neighbors and 
compulsively watch the news for 
exaggerated updates. Even on col-
lege campuses, including at Rider, 
concern has been expressed over this 
issue. Rider inquired about students 
traveling to infected areas, primarily 
out of  their worry. This one topic has 
been the spotlight of  the media and 
the attention of  Americans: Ebola.  

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) explains 
that Ebola is a rare but deadly viral 
infection spread through blood or 
other body fluids, as well as through 
contact with an infected corpse.  
Although the definitive source is 
unclear, the CDC says the virus 
likely emerged from animals, specifi-
cally bats. The outbreak has spread 
through much of  Western Africa, 
in countries including Liberia, 
Guinea, Sierra Leone, Mali and the 
Democratic Republic of  the Congo. 

In discussing the risk of  Ebola 
spreading to the United States, the 
CDC said on its website, “Ebola is 
not spread through casual contact; 
therefore, the risk of  an outbreak in 
the U.S. is very low.” The average 
American has no reason to be con-
sumed by concern. So, why is fear 
spreading more than the virus itself ?

We at The Rider News find that our 
fellow media outlets in the United 
States are guilty of  first-degree 
exaggeration. For example, a school 
in Ohio was recently closed after 
their principal traveled to Africa this 
past summer, though he visited the 
eastern section of  the continent. In 
other parts of  the world, including 
the United Kingdom, the cover-
age of  Ebola is focused on what is 
occurring in West Africa, but is also 
intended to alleviate anxiety about 
the spread of  the disease. 

Russell Howard, English come-
dian and presenter, did a segment 
on his TV show Russell Howard’s Good 
News that highlighted the differences 
between American and English 
coverage. He called coverage in the 
United Kingdom “calm, measured,” 
while stating media in the United 
States “have worked the American 
people into such a frenzy.” 

The media are fear-mongering 
our people in a desperate ploy for 
viewers and attention. Out of  316 
million people in the nation, only 
four people have contracted the 
disease and only two of  those four 
have died after contracting the 
disease in Sierra Leone and Liberia. 
Ebola is not a looming threat on our 
country, not one we have to obses-
sively fear. Unless you are traveling 
to those African countries or coming 
in contact with an infected person, 
your risk of  contracting the virus is 
extremely low. 

An article in the New Republic 

criticizes its fellow media outlets for 
distorting the truth behind Ebola. 
Journalist Eric Sasson accuses the 
media of  stating reassuring facts, 
but then implying that they may be 
incorrect and focusing instead on 
hypothetical situations intended to 
incite terror rather than educate.  An 
example that Sasson cites is an ABC 
News article that retraces the steps 
of  Dr. Craig Spencer, one of  the few 
in the United States to test posi-
tive for Ebola. The article bolsters 
fears, outlining every coffee stand 
and bowling alley Spencer visited, 
as though those places now carry 
the virus. However, as the CDC tells 
us, Ebola is not spread through such 
contact.

Fears were sparked here at Rider 
when Princeton resident Dr. Nancy 
Snyderman broke the restraints of  
her quarantine despite concerns 
about her having Ebola. However, as 
we have all learned from the CDC, 
Ebola does not spread this way and 
we have no logical reason to be con-
cerned. We don’t need to cower in 
our dorms and fear human contact. 
We can stop sanitizing obsessively 
before and after each class. We can 
take a breath and relax.  

The presence of  the virus is 
important, as it is devastating to 
people in Western Africa. Peering 
through international lenses reveals 
it as an issue that needs to be dis-
cussed. However, despite our irratio-
nal fears, we are paying little mind 
to those actually suffering. 

Senior journalism major Robert 
Knuckles, whose parents and family 
are from Liberia, said, “The reason 
why you’re not taking it seriously 
is because you’re not the people in 
Africa that’s getting affected by it. 
Our family is getting affected by 
it, so, of  course, we take that very 
seriously.” This is an issue that all 
Americans, including us college stu-
dents, should be educated about and 
take with far more than a grain of  
salt. This problem should be faced 
with respect, not fear.

Instead of  miseducating our 
people, the media should bring 
awareness to an issue that is causing 
our fellow humans in Africa to suffer 
immensely. To prevent Ebola over-
seas, these countries need the right 
aid, through access to better sanita-
tion and proper medication. 

The CDC has set up a foundation 
for combatting Ebola and UNICEF 
is working to help children orphaned 
by the disease. It is as simple as a 
donation to assist those in countries 
who are actually combatting the 
virus as we live our lives normally. 
We as Americans must not fear and 
cower but should instead work to 
stop Ebola, whether it prowls our 
soil or not.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 
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FIRST of  all, I should start off by 
clarifying that I am not accusing 
any fraternity, sorority, organiza-
tion or team on Rider’s campus of  

hazing.
That being said, I was still disgusted 

when I sat down to eat lunch on Oct. 
29 and, while scrolling through my 
Facebook news feed, found out that a 
high school football team was dealing 
with hazing charges.

A high school in Eldred, N.Y., is 
forfeiting its season finale because of  
allegations that hazing was occurring 
behind the scenes. During the month 
before, two other high schools lost their 
football seasons for the same cause. 
One was located in Doylestown, Pa., 

and the other was in Sayreville, N.J.
One of  my friends here at Rider is 

Karryne MacLean, a senior second-
ary education and history major. She 
attended that high school in Sayreville 
— Sayreville War Memorial High 
School — and graduated as a member 
of  the Class of  2011.

She told me that when she first 
found out about the hazing investiga-
tion, which resulted in the arrests and 
charges of  seven players and the sus-
pension of  several coaches, she was not 
only shocked, but, as a future teacher, 
she was appalled.

“I don’t want to be 
the classic case 
of  ‘not in my 
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Clearing up 
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THE end of  November brings cold 
weather, and with it, the end of  
the fall semester. Everyone is 
excited to go home and get away 

from the stress that school brings. The 
holidays are around the corner to pro-
vide some much-needed relief  from the 
pressures of  papers and exams. 

Unfortunately, many people often 
overlook 
Thanksgiving 
because 
they are 
more excited 
for the 
holidays that 
December 
brings. More 
and more of  
us are skipping over Thanksgiving and 
heading straight to holidays such as 
Christmas and Hanukkah. Do people 
just not like turkey anymore? Is the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade get-
ting that boring? 

Thanksgiving literally breaks down 
to “give thanks.” It is a time where peo-
ple can forget about their problems and 
express gratitude for what they have. 
This day should not be overlooked. In 
this materialistic country, we could all 
use a day to relax and appreciate what 
we have. 

Companies contribute to the com-
mercialism of  holidays. They know 
that consumers want to shop as much 
as they can. America is a country 
that values excess and “wants” over 
needs. Stores are eager to decorate for 
Christmas and put out seasonal mer-
chandise. The holiday commercials that 
have already started aren’t helping mat-
ters. The ambush of  these advertise-
ments encourages consumers to start 
shopping. The newest technological 
device seems essential, but togetherness 
with family and friends is more impor-
tant. Thanksgiving is a day to relax, 
watch a football game or a parade 
and enjoy a home-cooked meal. The 

importance of  it is lost on people who 
only care about getting the best deals.  

It seems that people are more 
excited for Black Friday than 
Thanksgiving. A poll by Consumer 
Reports shows that 69 percent of  
people will be shopping in stores on 
Black Friday, while 58 percent will shop 
online. Also, more and more stores 

are opening 
their doors on 
Thanksgiving 
evening. There 
is a reason it 
is called Black 
Friday. What’s 
next? Are these 
sales going to 
be a week-long 

affair? 
Thanksgiving is a day that reminds 

us that family is the most important 
thing in the world. It shows us that 
there are more significant things in life 
than having the newest phone or the 
most expensive shoes. The holiday is 
here to make sure that people do not 
get caught up in what they want, but 
instead are grateful for what they have.

To bring Thanksgiving back, fami-
lies can give to a food pantry and help 
others who do not have a Thanksgiving 
dinner to look forward to. If  shopping 
is a must, at least buy some extra toys 
to donate to a toy drive. Giving back to 
the community is a great way to spread 
the cheer. 

On the holiday, put all of  the elec-
tronics down and appreciate the com-
pany of  others. In today’s busy world, it 
is important to cherish the togetherness 
that Thanksgiving brings. We need 
to give thanks for what we have, not 
what we want in the Black Friday sales. 
Thanksgiving should not be pushed 
aside to make room for holidays that 
promote commercialism.  

–Morgan Dziura
Junior marketing major

town,’ but in the high school I went to, those things 
didn’t happen,” she said.

You can be initiated into something without hav-
ing to go through hazing. When I think of  initiation, 
I want to be able to think of  a special celebratory 
ceremony. It may involve being asked questions and 
answering them stating how you will be a role model 
to the organization, and being applauded for doing so.

What I don’t want to think about when it comes to 
initiation is having to go through something com-
pletely humiliating and damaging to reputation or 
character just for the sake of  getting into a brother-
hood or team or anything of  that nature.

It’s one thing if  in professional sports teams the 
rookies have a day where they have to dress up as 
characters from Star Wars, or they have to wear clown 
noses during practice — in these situations, it’s all in 
good fun. What crosses the line into the hazing cat-
egory is any form of  bullying and being forced to do 
something against one’s will. For example, I shouldn’t 
be forced to chug a six-pack of  beer to join a group if  
I choose not to.

Unfortunately at Rider, we don’t have a clean 
record when it comes to hazing. A blemish still 
remains from the 2007 death of  Gary DeVercelly Jr., 

who died after a hazing incident at a fraternity party 
where pledges were expected to drink a large amount 
of  alcohol. The consequences were brutal. Some 
people were charged, the school was faced with a law-
suit and the fraternity lost its recognition.

But the biggest consequence in this case was that 
two parents are never going to see their son again. 
And when hazing occurs, there are always victims.

In the cases of  the football teams, or any high 
school sport team for that matter, think about those 
players who weren’t involved at all in the hazing alle-
gations. They lose the opportunity to play the game 
they love because of  the stupid decisions of  others. 
Consequently, what about the parents of  those players 
not involved? They also lose something because of  
others’ idiotic choices. If  seniors are not involved, but 
a college sees their school is under hazing investiga-
tions, could they lose their scholarships?

Above all, of  course, the parents of  those hazed 
have to see their son or daughter with scars they can’t 
remove.

No matter the organization or team, to have to 
resort to hazing another person to “welcome them” 
is wrong, reckless and immoral. Now, older members, 
treat your younger members like actual human beings.

–Thomas Albano
Junior journalism major

Hazing
CONT’D FROM P. 8
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Personal recycling prevails
DOES this sound familiar? Imagine 

three arrows forming a Möbius 
strip that typically is green with a 
black outline. Have you guessed 

it? That’s right, it’s the recycling symbol, 
prevalent on many products lining the 
shelves of  our supermarkets today. 
Man-made waste has become a pressing 
issue, with America’s trash production 
increasing each year and overflowing in 
landfills. These landfills are negatively 
impacting people and the environment. 
Waste needs to be reduced, or even bet-
ter, recycled.

Rider has committed itself  to mak-
ing recycling convenient, but you must 
take the initiative. Start by sorting your 
trash.

There are multi-compartmental, 
cranberry-colored garbage containers 
across campus for sorting trash before 
it gets hauled away. Clearly labeled, 
the garbage containers have a circular 
opening for plastic, aluminum and 
glass. The elongated opening is for 
paper and cardboard, and the largest 
opening is for all other non-recyclable 
trash. Likewise, a similar sorting system 
exists in the residence hall trash rooms.

Within each residence hall, trash 
rooms are equipped with three sepa-
rate receptacles. These bins, however, 
are not conventionally labeled. Using 
these containers effectively starts in 
your dorm room.To make recycling 
quick and hassle-free, using multiple 
bins is invaluable. If  each roommate 
owns a trash bin, designate one bin 
for all recyclables and the other for all 
non-recyclables.

After sorting your trash into mul-
tiple bins, you just need to dispose of  it 
correctly. With the color coding system, 
gray bins with black bags are for non-
recyclables; yellow bins with blue bags 
are for plastic, aluminum and glass; and 
green bins with clear-colored bags are 
for paper. Fortunately, Rider partici-
pates in “single-stream recycling,” so as 
long as your recyclables are put into a 
yellow or green bin, they won’t end up 
in a landfill.

Furthermore, Terracycle has 
become a big component of  sustainable 

dorming. With lime green buckets 
located in each bathroom, Terracycle’s 
Health and Beauty Brigade takes your 
cosmetic and toiletry “empties” and 
upcycles them into a product of  higher 
quality or value. The ordinary prod-
ucts you dispose of  into these bins get 
turned into extraordinary pieces of  
outdoor benching, tables and fencing. 
Cigarette butts on campus also get sent 
to Terracycle for use in the making of  
fertilizers.

With the holidays approaching, it 
is the perfect time of  year to give back 
to those who are less fortunate. Fill up 
Community Recycles bins with your 
unwanted clothing. If  you’re looking to 
find your “sole-mate,” leave a note in a 
pair of  donated shoes and you can con-
nect with the new owner. Techno trash 
buckets collect your electronic waste 
ranging from CD’s to cables to cameras 
and cellphones, while Better World 
Books collects your unwanted books.

The last, and my absolute favor-
ite, form of  personal recycling at 
Rider is the Pepsico Dream Machine. 
Located in the bustling SRC, the 
bright blue,vending-like machine is an 
alternative to conventional recycling. 
By signing up at www.pepsicorecycling.
com, people can deposit their empty 
bottles and cans into the machine. It’s 
as simple as signing in and scanning 
your items. For each item, Pepsico 
supports veterans with disabilities 
while you get points in return that are 
redeemable online for free offers and 
coupons. The school that increases its 
recycling the most over the last year 
will win $25,000 to be used towards a 
concert this spring. That’s right, recy-
cling equals a free concert, and with 
recycling, every single item counts. It’s 
one less item heading to our already 
overflowing landfills. 

In honor of  its celebration this past 
week, I’d like to wish you all a happy 
belated America Recycles Day.

–Kathy Blachut
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

is looking for more writers in 

Come to meetings Wednesdays at 5pm in the basement of Ridge House. 

News SportsFeatures Opinion

‘‘       
              Thanksgiving literally 
breaks down to ‘give thanks.’” 
 Morgan Dziura, Junior Marketing MaJor



10  The Rider News    Nov. 19, 2014

Sports
V O L L E Y B A L L

Three straight losses end regular season

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Perkins’ 16 points not enough in season-opening loss
By Brandon Scalea 

THE women’s basketball team played its first game 
in the opening round of  the preseason Women’s 
National Invitation Tournament (WNIT), falling 
to Seton Hall 66-47 on Nov. 14.

Head Coach Lynn Milligan said the Pirates’ (2-1) 
style of  play prevented the Broncs (0-1) from playing 
the game they wanted.

“Seton Hall did a good job throughout the game 
keeping us off  balance,” Milligan said. “We have 
to do a better job taking care of  the ball so that 
we can not only dictate pace, but play more to our 
strengths.”

Despite the large deficit, red-shirt junior guard 
Robin Perkins shone with 16 points and five 
rebounds. 

Perkins, who sat out last season after transferring 
from St. Francis (Pa.), opened the scoring 1:03 into 
the game with a layup. Red-shirt junior guard Emily 
Fazzini joined the scoring after breaking a 2-2 tie just 
a minute and a half  later. 

Fazzini was playing her first game since Nov. 19, 
2013, having spent the rest of  last season on the 
injured list. She finished the game with two points, 
two assists and two rebounds.

Milligan thought Perkins and Fazzini really contrib-
uted to the positives coming from this game.

“I thought Emily and Robin as well as [junior 
guard] Taylor [Wentzel], who also missed last season, 
did a solid job,” Milligan said. “It takes time to get 
your game speed back and feel.  The three of  them 
are working very hard and you can see them getting 
more comfortable every day.  I expect them to con-
tinue to grow and get better every game.”

After the bucket by Fazzini, the Pirates went on an 
8-0 run. With 15:21 remaining in the first half, the 
Broncs trailed 10-4. 

Perkins responded with another layup to give the 
Broncs some life, but Seton Hall responded with 10 
unanswered points to extend the lead 20-6 midway 
through the opening half. Junior forward Tabatha 
Richardson-Smith, who finished with 19 points in the 
contest, led the Pirates. 

Senior forward Marritta Gillcrease was able to hit 
a shot after Rider had been held scoreless for over 
seven minutes. Gillcrease was a top performer for the 
Broncs, finishing with 8 points, six rebounds and two 
blocks in 22 minutes of  action. 

Seton Hall continued to control the first half  after 
the field goal from Gillcrease, going on an 18-6 run to 
end the half. After the buzzer, the Pirates held a 38-14 
lead. Rider committed 21 turnovers in the first half  
and 31 in the game, the most since committing 33 
turnovers in a game against Lehigh back in 2010. 

The Broncs played a much better second half, out-
scoring Seton Hall 33-28, with the first-half  deficit too 
much to overcome. Freshman forward Jessie Wallace 
added a layup with 37 seconds to play to pull within 
19, but the Broncs got no closer. Wallace finished her 

Rider debut with 2 points and six rebounds. 
Sophomore center Julia Duggan, a preseason Third 

Team All-MAAC selection, finished with 2 points and 
a game-high 12 rebounds in 29 minutes of  action. 
Duggan feels that with the role of  representing Rider 
in the All-MAAC team, there comes the responsibility 
to prove herself. 

“With this honor, there is really little margin for 
error for me, but no matter what, our goal is to win 

the MAAC,” Duggan said. “I’m part of  a 
talented team and I have to stick with what 
I’ve done to get that spot.” 

Thanks in large part to Duggan, the 
Broncs held the advantage in rebounds 
44-35 in the game.

Rider’s biggest struggle in the game was 
the 3-point shooting, as the Broncs finished 
0 for 8 from outside the perimeter for the 

first time since 2012. Seton Hall is now 9-0 all time 
against Rider. 

Rider will play a pair of  consolation games in the 
WNIT against Towson and Maryland before its first 
home game on Nov. 25 against Lafayette.

Milligan feels these games will be needed to get the 
team ready for the rest of  the season.

“We have a big test this weekend playing back-to-
back games on the road at Towson,” Milligan said. “I 
think it will help to continue to prepare us as we move 
forward with a very challenging schedule over the next 
few weeks.”
 

By Carlos Toro

DESPITE having the most regular 
season wins in two decades, the 
volleyball team wrapped up the 
regular season with three losses.

Rider (17-15, 10-8 MAAC) lost to 
Iona on the road on Nov. 12, and then 
at home on Nov. 15 and 16 to the top 
two MAAC teams — Siena and Marist. 

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano 
thinks the team is better than they 
looked this past week.

“We’re tougher than what we played 
(this weekend),” Feliciano said. “We just 
need to clear our minds and get back to 
work [for the MAAC tournament].”

The Broncs traveled to New 
Rochelle, N.Y., on Nov. 12 to face the 
Gaels (8-22, 5-13 MAAC) and got off  
to a good start in the first set when 
they were leading 10-6, but a couple 
of  errors put Iona back into the game. 
Rider, however, maintained control and 
won the first two sets 25-18 and 25-22 
in what looked to be a sweep for the 
Broncs.

Leading the third set 4-3, Iona got 
off  to a 12-3 scoring run. The Broncs 
could not respond and lost the set 
25-13. The fourth set was not much 
different, as the Gaels capitalized on 
Rider’s mistakes and managed to tie the 
game with another 25-13 set win.

The fifth and final set started off  
with the two teams locked in a stale-
mate. When the score was tied at 8-8, 
two straight kills by Iona senior outside 
hitter Catrina Warren pushed them 
ahead and the Gaels won the set 15-10 
and the match.

For Rider, senior right side outside 
hitter Kayla Wong had 14 kills and 
attacked .250, with freshman Emma 
Aldaya adding 18 digs. Senior setter 
Ashlee Amatulli had 29 assists and 

freshman setter Veronica Koval had 22 
assists.

On Nov. 15, the Broncs faced off  
against Siena (16-14, 14-4 MAAC). 
Rider lost to Siena earlier in the 
season 3-0. The Broncs were all but 
locked in the No. 5 seed in the MAAC 
Tournament, but wanted to play well 
against a top team in the conference.

The Saints pulled through late in the 
first set, as mistakes caught up to the 
Broncs and they lost 25-19.

In the following set, Siena won 
handily 25-13. The subsequent set saw 
the Saints grab a big lead early with a 
16-8 scoring run. The Broncs tried to 
come back, cutting the lead to 18-13, 
but it was too much of  an uphill climb. 
Rider lost the final set 25-19.

Freshman right side hitter Jennifer 
Borio had eight kills and hit .467 with 
Amatulli adding 15 assists and five digs. 
Koval had 11 assists with Wong adding 
seven kills, two digs and two blocks. 

Feliciano thinks that the players 

needed to clear their minds of  their 
recent play and refocus.

“I don’t know where this mental 
frustration and these mental lapses are 
coming from,” Feliciano said. “They’re 
usually very good and strong. I’m just 
going to equate this as a bad day for 
us.”

The Broncs played a well-rounded 
game against Marist (23-5, 15-3 
MAAC) early in the contest on Nov. 
16. The team’s play was highlighted by 
several service aces, as it jumped to a 
20-14 lead in the first set. Rider man-
aged to win the opening set 25-22.

Both teams battled in the second set, 
as neither squad’s lead was greater than 
3 points, until Marist pulled through 
and won 25-20.

The Broncs started winning the 
third set 13-8, but five unanswered 
points by the Red Foxes tied it at 13 
points for each team. Unfortunately for 
Rider, Marist’s offense picked up and 
the Red Foxes won the set 25-20. Errors 

plagued the Broncs throughout the set, 
but Amatulli believes they can be fixed.

“We will change (what we did 
wrong) in practice and we’ll leave it all 
in the playoffs,” Amatulli said.

Marist quickly took control of  the 
game in the final set and won it 25-12 
and the game 3-1. Webber had 16 digs 
and 15 kills. Amatulli finished the game 
with 26 assists and 12 digs, eclipsing 
the 1,000 career dig mark. She will 
graduate as Rider’s third all-time lead-
ing setter and will enter the MAAC 
Tournament with 2,733 career assists.

Sophomore outside hitter Ryan 
Ackermann compiled 11 kills and four 
blocks with Koval adding 14 assists and 
six digs.

Despite the recent string of  losses, 
the Broncs have not only eclipsed last 
season’s conference and overall win 
total, they had their best regular season 
since 1994.

The Broncs left the morning of  
Nov. 17 and headed to Florida for the 
MAAC Championship. Rider is the No. 
5 seed in the double-elimination tour-
nament and will face No. 4 Fairfield 
(17-11, 13-5 MAAC) on Nov. 20 at 
Disney’s Wide World of  Sports. 

Fairfield beat Rider twice 3-0 in 
October, but Feliciano’s staff  has 
already begun preparations for the 
Stags, seeing as how they were likely 
the team Rider was going to face in the 
opening round.

“The staff  and I have already started 
preparing (for Fairfield) last week,” 
Feliciano said. “We have played tougher 
competition than the rest of  the confer-
ence so we have that experience, and 
hopefully it’ll take us to where we want 
to go and that’ll win that first round.”
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Senior setter Ashlee Amatulli reached 1,000 career digs in her final home game as a Bronc.

‘‘We have to do a better job taking care of  the ball 
so that we can not only dictate pace, but play 
more to our strengths.” 
 Lynn MiLLigan, head coach
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W O M E N ’S  S O CC E R

Broncs fall 1-0 in early exit from NCAA tournament

By Brandon Scalea and Thomas Albano

THE men’s basketball team kicked 
off  its 2014-15 regular season on 
the road against two Ivy League 
teams, facing Princeton on Nov. 

14 before taking on the University of  
Pennsylvania (UPenn) on Nov. 18.

The Broncs (1-1) picked up a 
73-57 victory against UPenn (0-2) in 
Philadelphia, Pa., thanks to a standout 
performance by junior guard Zedric 
Sadler. 

Sadler had 23 points in the victory, a 
career-high, going 7 for 9 in field goals 
and a perfect 4 for 4 from beyond the 
arc.

Other top performances from Rider 
included sophomore guard Jimmie 
Taylor, who finished with 15 points, 
seven rebounds and three assists, and 
junior guard Khalil Alford, who had 10 
points and five rebounds.

While the Broncs did not shoot 
well overall against the Quakers, only 
making 52 percent of  its field goals, the 
team made 10 of  its 18 3-point shots.

They also drew more fouls and, con-
sequently, had more free throws than 
in the game against Princeton (1-1). 
However, making the foul shots was 
an issue, as the team was only 2 for 4 
against the Tigers and 11 for 19 against 
the Quakers. In fact, the free throw 
trouble contributed to the 64-58 loss at 
Princeton.

Following the game against the 
Tigers, Head Coach Kevin Baggett 
commented on the lack of  foul shots 
by his team and made it clear it was 
unacceptable.

“It made a huge difference,” Baggett 
said. “We scored 36 points in the paint, 
so I don’t know how we only had four 
free throws.”

Four days earlier, fans of  both 

schools packed Jadwin Gymnasium 
on the Princeton campus and saw a 
game that featured seven lead changes. 
Princeton sophomore forward Spencer 
Weisz scored 18 points, leading the 
Tigers to the victory. 

Junior guard Teddy Okereafor, in his 
debut as a Bronc, led the team with 16 
points, four assists and four rebounds. 

“I just wanted to come out aggres-
sive and set the tone for my team,” said 
Okereafor. “My coaches and teammates 
did a great job of  building my confi-
dence and telling me to play with a chip 
on my shoulder.”

Also making his Rider debut was 
7-foot senior center Matt Lopez, who 
sat out last season after transferring 
from Utah State. He finished the game 
with 8 points and four rebounds in 18 
minutes of  action.

Other notable performances for the 
Broncs were by Taylor, a preseason All-
MAAC selection who compiled 6 points 
and two rebounds, as well as Sadler, 
who had 9 points with four rebounds 
and four assists.  

The first half  of  the contest was 
very low scoring. The Broncs shot only 
35.7 percent in the first half, as well as 
going only 3 of  9 from beyond the arc. 
Junior forward Hans Brase dominated 
the paint for the Tigers, grabbing five 
rebounds and adding 10 points in the 
first 20 minutes of  play. At halftime, 
Princeton jogged off  the court enjoying 
a 28-25 lead.

Baggett looked to shift the momen-
tum in the second half, and he did that 
right out of  the gate. 

“We tried to change the tempo in 
our favor in the second half,” Baggett 
said. “It helped us get back in the 
game.”

Okereafor and Lopez led Rider on a 

14-2 run to start the half, propelling the 
Broncs to a 39-30 lead with about 14 
minutes remaining. 

Princeton battled back, however, and 
a couple of  buckets by freshman guard 
Amir Bell left the game tied at 47 with 
7:17 left. 

After a timeout, Lopez grabbed two 
offensive rebounds in the same play, 
finally putting home the second one, to 
put Rider back on top. But was the last 
offensive spark for the Broncs.

Princeton went on an 11-2 run, 
featuring 6 points from Weisz, who also 

added nine foul shots. The dominant 
stretch for the Tigers gave them a 58-51 
lead within the final three minutes. 

The Broncs tried to respond, but 
it was simply too little, too late. They 
pulled within 2, but Princeton was able 
to put the game away at the foul line.

It was the 11th win for Princeton in 
14 tries against Rider. The teams have 
been playing each other since 1931. 
The last time the Broncs defeated the 
Tigers was during the 2002-03 season. 

Rider opens up at home against 
Lehigh on Nov. 21.
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Teddy Okereafor goes in for a layup in the loss to Princeton on Nov. 14. Okereafor totaled 16 points.

By Brian Somner

THE women’s soccer team attempted to continue 
its success, traveling to Washington state on Nov. 
14 to take on fourth-seeded Washington in a first-
round matchup of  the NCAA Women’s Soccer 

Tournament, but fell 1-0 to the Huskies.
Following its first-ever MAAC championship, the 

team (12-6-3, 5-3-2 MAAC) made its first-ever appear-
ance in the NCAA Tournament. While the Broncs 
battled injuries throughout the season, they managed 
to pull through adversity and had the most successful 
women’s soccer season in Rider’s history.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome was proud of  the 
team for its many accomplishments and for reaching 
the national tournament.

“The team chemistry this year was outstanding and 
definitely allowed the collective performance of  the 
team to reach a higher level,” Hounsome said. “When 
seniors are as close to freshmen as they are to juniors, 
you have a strong group.”

The first-round matchup was a hard-fought battle 
between the two teams, with the Broncs holding their 
own against one of  the nation’s top teams. 

While the Huskies (13-6-2, 5-4-2 Pac-12) outshot 
the Broncs 21-3, they managed to only get one goal 
past the Broncs’ goalkeeper, sophomore Bethany-
May Howard, in the 16th minute. Junior defender 
McKenzie Karas scored the game-deciding goal 
with a header off  of  a well-executed set piece by the 
Huskies.

Despite Howard allowing the match’s only goal, 
Hounsome had nothing but good words for his 
goalkeeper. 

“With an outstanding keeper in goal for us, we 

would have been confident going into another penalty 
shootout,” Hounsome said.

The Broncs managed to take the Huskies, a mem-
ber of  the Pac-12 conference, out of  their element 
even on their home turf, and that is one of  the praises 
from Hounsome towards the team as a whole.

“We pressed UW very well and denied them time 
and space on the ball, disrupting them playing the 
possession style they like to play,” Hounsome said.

With the Broncs losing four seniors but returning 
nine of  the 11 starters, they will look to continue their 
success with a strong off-season. 

“They leave the program as the winningest mem-
bers of  the team ever with a 40-24-11 record and 
their leadership and personalities will be missed,” 
Hounsome said. “We will train very hard over the 
spring and continue to improve our style of  play so 
next season promises to be an exciting one.”

Senior back Kristen Clarke is one of  those depart-
ing from the team, but this season’s success makes her 
believe there will be even more in the future.

“I see the team growing stronger, adding some 
more key players and achieving even more in the 
future,” Clarke said. “Yes, I believe that they will get 
back into the tournament next year and be regular 
participants in it in future years.”

Junior back Tara Ballay believes that despite losing 
the seniors, the team will have more experience with 
many underclassmen coming back for another season.

“The first ever MAAC Championship was 
extremely exciting,” Ballay said. “Next year, we will 
quickly have to fill the large roles that our seniors 
played in our success. This year we were a very young 
and energetic team with 18 underclassmen. I think 

that next year we will still be able to play with the 
same energy, but now we will have added experience.”

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Ivy League battles

Join the  
Rider Women’s Leadership Council  

in celebrating

The 35th Anniversary  
of the Gender and Sexuality  

Studies Program
featuring an inspiring  

and eye-opening discussion with

Tiffani Lennon ’97
Move Beyond Mediocrity  

to Employ the Best and Brightest 

Thursday, November 20
6 to 8:30 p.m.

North Hall, Room 202

Register online at  
alumni.rider.edu/rwlcgssevent 
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Inside today: Men’s 
Basketball splits first 
two games.
Page 11Sports

From roster-cut to Rider captain
By Thomas Regan

AFTER a season that saw senior forward Ryan 
Walsh lead the men’s soccer team to its first win-
ning season in 16 years, his Rider career came to 
an end in a disappointing 1-0 loss to Fairfield on 

Nov. 8. 
Being eliminated in the first round of  the MAAC 

playoffs forced Walsh to face an upsetting reality: He 
would no longer be the heart of  Rider men’s soccer, 
a program that took a chance on him when his soccer 
career hit a bump in the road.

“I’ve been playing soccer for so long and to have 
it all just come to an end,” Walsh said. “Every day, 
I’d get up, I’d play soccer and that’s what I did for 
19 years. Knowing that on Monday I wasn’t going to 
get up and have practice or be around the guys, I was 
upset. In my first week of  not having soccer, I was 
bored. On Tuesday, I didn’t have soccer, so I just sat 
around and worked out.”

Throughout his Rider career, Walsh helped Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso take a struggling men’s soccer 
program to a contender because of  his hard-working 
nature that has transformed the team since he was 
named captain this season.

Although Walsh has meant a great deal to Rider, 
the Bucknell Bisons’ recruited him first before cutting 
him in the summer of  2011. 

“Originally I was at Bucknell. I committed there 
December of  my senior year of  high school,” Walsh 
said. “In late August, the coach decided to cut four 
players and I was one of  the freshmen to be cut. I was 
in shock because I’ve never been cut from a team in 
my life. I thought I played pretty well.”

Envisioning a life without soccer was not something 
Walsh was prepared to do, so he immediately began 
to look for other places to pursue his collegiate soccer 
dream. Luckily for him, he was able to join Rider 
within a week of  being cut and did not have to miss 
his freshman season.

“I was not going to not play soccer, and I knew 
Inverso just from being a local guy because he was a 
Hamilton guy and I was a Bordentown guy,” Walsh 
said. “So I called up Coach Inverso and asked him 
if  he had a spot at Rider. He was like, ‘Yeah come 
down for a visit.’ So in about three days, I drove 
back from Bucknell, took a visit here, walked around 
campus, watched some practice and committed here. 
Everything’s history now.”

Walsh may not have the flashy numbers, totaling 
just six goals in his four-year Rider career, but he has 
always been there to pick up his teammates in the 
stressful moments. 

While most of  that work was done behind 
the scenes, Walsh’s hard work finally came 
to fruition when he put his team ahead 1-0 
early against Marist early in the second 
period on Nov. 1. The game ultimately 
ended 2-0, a win that pushed the Broncs 
into third place in the MAAC, giving them 
a home playoff  game. 

Before he made a home for himself  at Rider, 
Walsh was always a huge soccer fan and aspiring 
athlete. 

“My sister played college soccer too; she played at 
Ithaca,” Walsh said. “She’s three years older than me, 
so when she was 7 and just started playing on teams, 
I was about 3 or 4, so my mom would drive me to her 
games. I was the type of  kid who couldn’t sit on the 
sidelines, so I would bring a soccer ball and make my 
mom pass me the ball for the entire game.”

When Walsh was finally old enough to play com-
petitively, he jumped on the chance and joined several 
teams throughout his younger days.

“I joined my first club team when I was 7 and that 
was back when I was in Bordentown. Then I moved 
from Bordentown club team to Robbinsville club 
team. Then I moved back to Bordentown, and when 
I was 15, I realized I really wanted to play in college, 
and the best way to play in college was to go to a good 

team and try to get recruited. So I went 
to a place called LSTS (Life Skills 
Through Soccer). I played there for 
about three years and eventually got 
to college to play college ball.”

This year, his first season as 
captain, Walsh was able 
to bring immense suc-
cess to a program 
that had strug-
gled for years. 
His ability to 
prevent con-
flict between 
the players 
helped pre-
vent the 
team from 
becoming 
its own 
worst 
enemy.

“I 
basically 
just took over 
[Eric] Elgin’s 
role,” Walsh said. 
“Elgin was the 
captain last year, 
he was the go-to 
guy. If  anyone had 
a problem, Elgin 
was able to deal 
with it. So, it was 
very easy to slide right 
into his role because he 
set it up for me. If  there 
were any problems with 
the teams, they came to 
me and I tried to settle it 
without making a big scene. 
On the field, I wasn’t the best 
player and I didn’t necessarily 
make the team go. But I think I 
was one of  the hardest workers, 
so just by leading by example.” 

In the playoff  loss to Fairfield, 
Walsh displayed that leadership 
when sophomore back Warren 
Holmes was letting the emotions of  

the game get the best of  him. 
Walsh was able to help 

Holmes’ mind remain 
focused.

“He knows what I’m 
like as a player and he 
just said, ‘Warren, calm 
down, we need you on 

the field, and that it’s a 
must-win game,’” Holmes 

said. “He’s my captain, I 
have respect for him and he’s a 

calming influence. I’ve personally never 
met anyone who works as hard as Ryan. 
He can run forever without getting tired and that hard 
work rubs off  onto everyone else. As a person he is 
respected too, which is important.”

Taking a chance on Walsh turned out to be one of  
the best decisions Rider soccer could have made, and 
Inverso is glad that the natural leader ended up play-
ing for his team.

“I’ve been coaching for a long time, over 30 years, 
and he is probably one of  only a handful of  kids that 
I’ve had like him,” Inverso said. “Just in terms of  how 
reliable the kid is, how tough he is, obviously hard-
working, how much he’s respected by his teammates, 
particularly in light of  the fact that it’s no secret that 
he’s not the most talented guy, but they have the 
utmost amount of  respect for him for his work ethic.”

Though the team was in a rebuild-
ing state under its then-first-year head coach, 

Walsh knew that the program had the ability to 
improve under Inverso’s guidance.

“When Coach Inverso came in, he was 
going to produce a winning team, he won 
so many games when he was with Mercer 
County College,” Walsh said. “I knew, at 
some point, this program would turn around. 
I was just hoping it was at some point within 

my four years. This year was a great year. I’m 
disappointed that it ended, but every season 

ends at some point.”
Now that his playing career is over, Walsh is 

certain he wants to pursue coaching. Since he will 
be graduating from Rider as an education major, 
Walsh hopes to teach high school and coach the 
school’s team.

“I will definitely get into coaching. Inverso 
asked me if  I wanted to be on the staff  next year, 

but I don’t think I’m going to do that because 
if  I get a job in a high school, I’m going to 

coach at that high school. I want to share 
my knowledge with the guys and hope 

they enjoy their time playing because 
when it’s over, it really sucks.”

Inverso believes there is no one 
more suitable for teaching the 

minds of  young students 
than Walsh.

“He’s going into 
being a teacher, and 
if  I were a school 
superintendent, I 
would be fighting 
to get this kid. 
He is going to 
make a big dif-
ference in a lot 
of  kids’ lives for 
a long time.”

Though he’s sure Walsh’s leadership will 
pay dividends for the education system, Inverso will 
miss his veteran presence moving forward.

“All of  the years I’ve been coaching, I’ve never 
cried after a loss, and I did last Saturday,” Inverso 
said. “A huge reason was, after the huddle broke, I 
looked over and I said, ‘I am never going to coach this 
kid again.’ It really hit me hard. That’s the way we all 
feel about him, his teammates, too. 

“I’d never want to compare sports to a battle, but if  
you were to use a metaphor, he’d be the guy every-
body would want in their foxhole.” 

Senior forward Ryan Walsh captained the first winning 
men’s soccer team in 16 years. He helped Head Coach 

Charlie Inverso build a winning atmosphere.

  Peter G. Borg/Rider University
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