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By Casey Gale

CONTRACT talks are headed 
into a three-day nego-
tiation marathon starting 
Friday that could resolve 

the final issues and head off  a 
threatened faculty strike.

Without an agreement by 
Sunday night, however, it is 
likely the Rider chapter of  
the American Association of  
University Professors (AAUP) 
will call a strike on both cam-
puses. The first day a strike 
could begin is Monday, Oct. 6.

The last points of  conten-
tion are economic matters, 
although tentative agreements 
reached so far on governance, 
tenure and other issues remain 
contingent on the economic 
package. The compensation package 
includes not just faculty salaries, but 
also faculty members’ workload, retire-
ment and medical benefits, and money 
allocated to faculty development, which 

allows professors to stay current in their 
research and teaching methods. The 
651 union members include full-time 
and part-time professors, coaches, 
athletic trainers, librarians and reading 

clinicians. 
AAUP chief  negotiator Dr. Jeffrey 

Halpern said in an interview that the 
two sides have a long way to go before 
reaching a compromise on these issues. 

“At the moment, we’re very far apart,” 
he said. 

The 
university 
negotiating 

By Christopher Brooks

MANY students on Rider’s campus are still grieving the loss of  Eliseo Diaz, the 
senior who died shortly before his graduation this past May. One of  them is 
Joseph Porcelli, president of  Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE), where Diaz once 
belonged. 

On a night in late April, Porcelli was getting ready to leave a friend’s house 
during a gathering that Diaz was also attending. Porcelli missed a chance to talk to 
Diaz. Little did he know, that was his last opportunity. 

“I was tired because I had just got done at the gym, so I said, ‘I’ll see him soon, 
it’s no big deal,’” Porcelli said. “I never did get to see him again.”

A week later, during the early hours of  May 3, Diaz was killed when his black 
Honda Accord struck a school bus leaving the south entrance of  Rider’s cam-
pus. According to the accident report filed by the Lawrence Township Police 
Department, he was not wearing a seatbelt and had no headlights on when he col-
lided with the bus. There were no skid marks at the scene of  the accident and Diaz’s 
speedometer was stuck at 60 mph.

No one else was injured, but Diaz was pronounced dead at the scene, police said.
The Mercer County Medical Examiner’s toxicology report on 22-year-old Diaz 
showed that he was above New Jersey’s legal blood alcohol content (BAC) limit of  
0.08 and also tested positive for marijuana. 

Diaz, of  Union City, N.J., was a senior accounting major, and was only 13 days 
away from becoming the first member of  his immediate family to graduate from 
college, according to Porcelli. 

“He was going to graduate here with a 3.4 GPA, and already had a job lined up 
at an accounting firm,” Porcelli said. “To this day I’m still not over it. Sometimes I 
still start breaking down. Why did it have to happen to him? He had so much going 
for him and it all went away.”

Diaz was a member of  TKE from Fall 2011 until 
October 2013, where according to Porcelli, he had many 
strong relationships with fellow fraternity members. Diaz 

Remembering, and learning from, Eliseo

Faculty members paint picket signs  on Sept. 27, several days after the strike authorization vote was passed. Talks are scheduled for Oct. 3 - 5.

Julia Diaz, Eliseo Diaz’s mother, accepts his diploma from President Mordechai Rozanski on 
May  16 at Rider’s graduation ceremony.

➠ SEE ELISEO
PAGE 2

➠ SEE STRIKE
PAGE 2
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disaffiliated from TKE for personal reasons, but still 
had a strong bond with the members.

“One of  the things about Eliseo is that there was 
never a moment in his life when he was serious,” 
Porcelli said. “I’ve never had a conversation with 
Eliseo where I wasn’t smiling, laughing and overall 
having a great time. He is the person who 
stood behind me to be the president of  TKE. 
Eliseo and I always had a great relationship 
and he had a great relationship with all of  the 
frat. There was no bad blood when he left. 
Everyone understood why he left.”

The night of  May 13, TKE hosted a candle-
light vigil for Diaz on campus with a large 
gathering of  students, family and friends. During the 
vigil, TKE was able to raise over $3,000 in support of  
Diaz’s family.

Graduate student and resident director Jennifer 
Lopez had a close relationship with Diaz. Though the 
two were not blood-related, they were basically family.

“We go back to when we were little kids,” she said. 
“He is a close family friend and we grew up together. 
When he came to college and I was already here we 
would introduce each other as cousins.”

Like Porcelli, Lopez will always remember Diaz as 
a jokester who never failed to make people smile.

“His first year I was an RA in the building he was 
living in,” she said. “I remember this one time on 
Halloween he had this mask and he was running down 
the halls trying to scare people. He was surprised 
when I knew it was him.”

Diaz is survived by his mother and younger sister, 
and the three of  them, Lopez said, were very close. 
Diaz’s mother accepted his diploma on May 16 during 
Rider’s undergraduate commencement ceremonies. 

Though Lopez could not attend the ceremony, she was 
watching it on television.

“It really hit home,” Lopez said. “It was a really 
emotional situation, but it was great to see all of  the 
support.”

Months after the accident, what went on during 
the night of  May 3 remains a mystery to those who 
knew Diaz well. According to Lopez, Diaz was out 
with some friends who dropped him off  at Rider. For 
unknown reasons, Diaz left campus later that night, 

and collided with the school bus on his apparent 
return at 2:15 a.m.

“I go back to that day and reconstruct it in my 
mind and wonder what happened,” Porcelli said. “I 
don’t have an answer and it frustrates me. I always 
knew him as a careful driver and I always used to rag 
on him for driving slow. It’s 30 minutes of  his life that 
nobody will ever have an answer to.”

The mix of  alcohol and marijuana in his system 
was likely significant, though it is unknown if  the 
THC (the active ingredient in marijuana) was residual 
or indicated that he consumed pot the night of  the 
accident.  According to the University of  Washington 
Alcohol and Drug Abuse Institute (ADAI), combining 
the two substances can be very dangerous. 

Having alcohol in the bloodstream increases the 
rate at which a person absorbs THC, causing more 
enhanced symptoms. The ADAI says that the combi-
nation of  marijuana and alcohol can produce unpre-
dictable effects including nausea, paranoia and panic.

Susan Stahley, prevention education coordina-
tor for alcohol, drug and sexual assault prevention at 
Rider, wants to stress that students can learn from this 
tragedy.

“The death of  a student is heartbreaking for the 
family and for our community,” she said. “From some-
thing so tragic, however, I hope we are reminded of  
the need to be mindful of  our own health and safety. 
Rider University has many programs and resources 
designed to assist students and keep them safe. 

“The staff  at Rider’s Student Health 
Center is available to speak with any student 
who has a concern regarding their per-
sonal use of  alcohol and/or drugs, and the 
Counseling Center staff  is available to speak 
with any student impacted by this event. It 
is important to look out for each other and 
to take action when we see another member 
of  our community in a dangerous or difficult 

situation.”
Porcelli and TKE share the same ideas and hope to 

remember Diaz by not letting another student make 
the same mistake.

“One of  the things that we promote is a no drink-
ing and driving policy,” Porcelli said. “Violations 
used to be a monetary fine or social probation, but 
one of  the things I’ve done is, you get one time, and 
if  it happens again you become disaffiliated with the 
fraternity. I have a zero-tolerance policy on drinking 
and driving.” 

In remembrance of  Diaz, TKE will be creating two 
scholarships in his name to be given to recipients who 
write essays on why they deserve the scholarship and 
how they will help give back to their community. 

“One of  the things I promised to my chapter last 
semester was that we would have a scholarship fund 
and we would always remember Eliseo through that,” 
Porcelli said.

Eliseo
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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team said that it is working to come 
to an agreement on these issues. “The 
administration is conducting nego-
tiations in good faith and in a spirit 
of  mutual respect as we work with 
the AAUP representatives to resolve 
the remaining contract articles,” the 
university negotiating team said in a 
statement.

 According to Halpern, the adminis-
tration wants to implement a four-year 
wage freeze and they also want to hire 
new faculty at a salary approximately 9 
percent lower than stipulated for cur-
rent faculty. He says all the proposed 
cuts taken together would make Rider 
comparable only to schools in states 
with a lower cost of  living.

“We don’t think you would hire the 
same quality people,” Halpern said. 
“The administration seems to think, 
‘Well, that’s OK.’ We don’t think it’s 
OK. We’re competing with the very 
best [universities] in the country, the 
very best in the region, and our faculty 
demonstrates that.”

The university negotiating team, 
however, said that it is trying to strike a 
balance between competitive economic 
packages while still offering a finan-
cially attainable education. 

“The administration’s goal is and 
has always been to achieve a fair and 
reasonable agreement that will help 
keep a Rider education within students’ 
financial reach, while providing a high-
quality experience,” the team said. 

Though Halpern said there is much 
more discussion to be had on these 
subjects, he believes ample time has 
been provided to wrap up negotiations 
this weekend. 

“We’ve agreed to negotiate for three 
days straight and have not set any time 
limits on how late to [negotiate] on any 
given day,” said Halpern. “It’s our view 
that that’s more than enough time to 

close the gap.
 “There are not a whole lot of  

complicated issues. Some of  the issues 
that we’ve dealt with up to now, and all 
of  which hinge on this, were compli-
cated and involve what I would call 
philosophical issues. This doesn’t. Once 
you’re down to this end, we either find 
a way to come together, or we don’t.” 

The university negotiating team said 
that it hopes to work with the AAUP 
to avoid a strike. “Should it prove 
necessary to bargain beyond Sunday, 
we hope that the AAUP will join the 
administration in our commitment to 
continue the negotiations for the benefit 
of  our students,” it said. 

The possibility of  a strike has 
left some students worried about 
their futures at Rider. Robert 

Colby-Witanek, junior piano major at 
Westminster Choir College (WCC), said 
the impending strike has been weighing 
on students’ minds. 

“A strike would mean that students 
lose valuable learning time, which 
would amount to thousands of  dollars 
lost in tuition for those days for our 
families, who are already struggling 
with the cost of  living and a shortage 
of  jobs in today’s economy,” he said in 
an inteview. “There are some students 
who are nervous about how a strike 
would affect their schedule, which 
shows that it is definitely in the minds 
of  the students. The negotiations are 
causing a distraction.”

Bob Witanek, father of  Colby-
Witanek, wrote a petition on Change.
org in support of  the faculty and his 

son’s continued education.
Titled “Mordechai Rozanski: 

Negotiate in Fairness with Rider’s 
Faculty,” Witanek’s petition, dated Sept. 
27 and attributed to the Rider Parents 
and Students Committee, had 179 
supporters by the evening of  Oct. 1. 
The petition asks Rozanski to continue 
offering financial packages that will 
retain and attract respected educators. 

“We paid up front for a full semes-
ter of  education, not an interrupted 
session, and not one taught by under-
qualified temps – scabs,” said Witanek 
in an interview with The Rider News. “If  
the administration does not settle, it 
will demonstrate its failure to meet its 
obligations to students and their fami-
lies that share the cost and bought the 
product that Rider had touted.”

Witanek, a Belle Mead, N.J., resi-
dent, said that in writing this petition, 
he hoped to help protect the school’s 
reputation.

“As is happening in universities 
across the country, administrations are 
trying to downgrade the professorial 
profession.  By diminishing the level of  
educational requirement, Rider hopes 
to reduce the reward for the faculty 
— which diminishes the value of  the 
education for the high price that the 
consumers of  the education here pay.

“I am trying to do a service to the 
student body and the other families so 
that we do not have to write off  this 
semester or start shopping around for 
another university to transfer to. This 
is an opportunity for the Rider faculty, 
students and families to come together 
to work to protect the integrity of  the 
profession and the great name of  Rider 
University,” said Witanek. 

To read the entire petition, see letter to the 
editor, p. 9.

Visit www.theridernews.com on Sunday, 
Oct. 5 for the latest regarding negotiations.

‘‘I was tired because I had just got done at the 
gym, so I said, ‘I’ll see him soon, it’s no big 
deal.’ I never did get to see him again.” 
 Joseph porcelli, president of  tKe

Signs prepared in case of a strike are carried across campus by faculty on Sept. 27.

Strike      
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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T H I S  W E E K

News
N E W S  B R I E F S

NEW JERSEY GENERAL ASSEMBLY speaker Vincent 
Prieto discussed the state of today’s politics at 
a reception in Daly’s Mercer Room on Sept. 23. 
The Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics 

held the event with Prieto so he could share his expe-
riences with the Rider community. Prieto, a Democrat, 
has served as the 170th speaker of the New Jersey 
General Assembly since 2004, where he represents 
the 32nd legislative district. In his speech he advised 
Rider students on their political futures and how they 
should go forward with their careers. He also sug-
gested that students learn and understand a subject 
before making a political decision on it. He hopes to 
pass legislation making college more affordable so 
that more students can achieve an education.

Un-American Theft
     They’re missing some stars 
and stripes. An American flag 
was removed from the bed of a 
pickup truck in the Maurer open 
lot on Sept. 24 between 6:30 and 
8:30 p.m. The owner of the vehicle 
parked his truck and by the time 
he returned, the flag was gone. 
Cost to replace the flag is $27.

Crashing Card Reader
     Maybe their cards didn’t work. 
Public safety was informed  on 
Sept. 28 at 1:45 p.m. that a Rider 
University vehicle backed into and 
struck the card reader between 
sorority houses Delta Phi Epsilon 
and Delta Sigma Theta. After 
impact, the vehicle’s back tailgate 
was damaged, but no damage 
was done to the card reader.

Smashing Windows
Someone had a big kick. An 

individual reported to public 
safety that a vehicle was parked in 
the open lot adjacent to the turf 
field on Sept. 21 at 12 p.m. When 
the owner of the vehicle returned, 
he found that his rear passenger 
window was broken. Public safety 
is unsure of the cause of the 
break, but a stray ball could have 
hit the vehicle.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Wednesday, October 1

A Night with a WWE Superstar
8 p.m. - 10 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room
WWE superstar Darren Young, the first professional 
wrestler to come out publicly as gay, will speak with the 
Rider community to share his experiences.

Wednesday, October 1

‘Fifty Shades of Greatness’
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m., Talbott Library Room 2
A session that will offer students 50 topics for success as 
a new graduate. Topics will include: being a general-
ist verses being a specialist; networking; social media; 
creating a business template that includes a successful 
pricing structure; self-awareness through personality 
tests (DISC test and Myers-Briggs); and goal setting. 

Thursday, October 2

Halloween Candygrams
11:35 a.m. - 12:45 p.m., Daly Dining Hall
Students get the chance to send Halloween candygrams 
to anyone in the Rider community. Proceeds will benefit 
Zeta Phi Beta sorority philanthropy.

Thursday, October 2

Career Fair
11 a.m. - 2 p.m., SRC
This event attracts over 100 employers from around the 
region to meet and recruit students, from all majors, for 
part-time jobs, internships and full-time opportunities. 
Come “dressed to impress” with plenty of  resumes to 
hand out. 

Friday, October 3

Book Signing and Dessert Competition 
8 a.m. - 10 p.m., BLC Art Gallery
Book signing and dessert competition featuring Indulge 
author Kathy Wakile.

What students should do in case of strike...
Administration:

The Rider University negotiating team is mak-
ing preparations to continue activities if a strike 
should occur. Students can refer to Rider Alert, 
the university’s website and the information 
hotline (609-219-2000) if a strike occurs. Here 
are a few pieces of information that students 
should be aware of in case of a strike:

l Planned athletic competitions and practices 
for which the university can provide trainers 
and medical coverage will continue. Athletes 
should contact the Director of Athletics’ office 
about their specific activities.

l The library will remain open. Library staff 
and research support may not be available, but 
library services will be available. 

l Arts activities will be evaluated individu-
ally. Most plays and performances will likely be 
suspended temporarily, but students should 
ask the Westminster College of the Arts dean’s 
office for updates.

l  The university will defer advising and course 
registration activities. Students’ dean’s offices 
can provide more information.

AAUP:

The American Association of University Profes-
sors (AAUP) sent an message to faculty mem-
bers detailing what to tell students in the event 
of a strike. Students should ask their individual 
professors if they are adhering to these sugges-
tions. The AAUP’s suggestions are:

l If a strike is called, faculty members will not 
be in class, holding office hours, or have access 
to their Rider email.

is looking 
for writers
interested in

Come to meetings 
Wednesday at 5pm 

in the basement
of Ridge House. News Sports FeaturesOpinion

 l It is possible that the administration will 
place a substitute in classes, either online or 
in-person. Students will not be held responsible 
for assigned coursework or attendance during 
this period.

l Students should keep up with assignments 
on class syllabi until a strike has ended. 

l If students have questions, they can stop by 
a professor’s office during office hours Wednes-
day, Thursday or Friday, Oct. 1-3.
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WWE superstar Darren Young comes to Rider on Oct. 1 to talk to 
students about being the first openly gay active wrestler, and his 
famous matches. 
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No holds barred when wrestling superstar 
enters the ring for motivational talk at Rider
By Carlos Toro

WORLD Wrestling Entertainment (WWE) 
Superstar Darren Young is no stranger to 
entertaining people on the big stage, and he’ll 
do so when he visits Rider on Oct. 1 at 8 p.m.

Young, who is the first openly gay active wrestler 
in WWE history, will be speaking to students about 
memorable matches and being a homosexual wrestler 
in the testosterone-driven business of  professional 
wrestling.

“He fits an area that we wanted at Rider 
University,” said Evan Gurman, president of  the 
Student Entertainment Council (SEC), which sponsors 
the event. 

The talk will be held in the Cavalla Room in the 
Bart Luedeke Center and no ticket is required; stu-
dents just need to bring their Rider ID to the event.

“He is the first active WWE pro wrestler to come 
out about being gay,” said Gurman. “It’s important 
that the SEC touch on everyone’s interests.” 

Young admitted to being gay when a TMZ reporter 
at Los Angeles International airport approached him 
in August of  last year.

“I’m a WWE superstar and to be honest with you, 
I’ll tell you right now, I’m gay,” said Young. “And I’m 
happy. I’m very happy.”

Young has participated in anti-bullying and anti-
discrimination rallies as part of  WWE’s Be a Star 
program to teach children how to create positive envi-
ronments for everyone regardless of  age, race, religion 
or sexual orientation.

Young’s story is one of  triumph and inspiration. He 
became interested in a professional wrestling career as 
a teenager, participating in several backyard-wrestling 
federations. He played college football at Fairleigh 

Dickinson University, but quit so that he could focus 
on his dream of  being a pro wrestler.

The dedicated athlete then spent several years 
honing his craft in small, independent wrestling com-
panies and finally debuted in 2002. A year after his 
debut, Young would win his first major championship.

He then briefly wrestled for WWE in 2005 and 

2006 before getting a formal developmental contract 
in 2009.

Assistant Director of  Campus Life Nick Barbati, 
said that students can expect to hear a story of  trials 
and triumph that they will no doubt be able to relate 
to.

“Mr. Young made national headlines for his 
bravery and is a trailblazer who has a story that our 
students and larger community could truly benefit 
from hearing by being the first active openly gay pro-
fessional wrestler in sports history,” said Barbati.

Young is widely known as being a former member 
of  the faction Nexus, which took WWE by storm 
when it debuted in 2010, and as one-half  of  the Prime 
Time Player’s tag team until the team split earlier this 
year. 

He is currently recovering from an ACL injury he 
suffered back in April. He competed in WWE’s last 
two pay-per-views at the time before getting injured, 
including Wrestlemania 30, WWE’s biggest show of  
the year.

Attendees will be entered in a raffle to win a pair 
of  tickets to see WWE’s flagship television program, 
Monday Night Raw, live from the Barclays Center in 
Brooklyn on Oct. 6

“He is a true role model whose journey will hope-
fully remind our students to always stay true to them-
selves and do the right thing,” said Barbati. “Darren 
Young is a man that, like our student body, is pursuing 
his dream and chose to take control of  his image and 
what he wanted to do with his success.”
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Kathy Wakile returns to Rider with sweet treats
By Emily Klingman

FOODIES and dessert-lovers alike should clear their 
schedules and rejoice this Friday night. Former 
Real Housewife Kathy Wakile and her husband, 
Rich, will be coming to Rider to promote Kathy’s 

new dessert book Indulge on Oct. 3. 
For this event, both Kathy and Rich will be hold-

ing a moderated Q&A at 8 p.m. in the Mercer Room 
about her cookbook and her various other projects, 
including the Bravo television show, Real Housewives of  
New Jersey.

Wakile’s book was inspired by her dessert line, 
Dolci della Dea, which specializes in cannoli kits, chip-
and-dip platters, specialty desserts and gluten-free 
items. Her cookbook includes more than 75 bite-sized 
dessert recipes, all influenced by her Italian heritage.

According to Nick Barbati, the assistant director of  
Campus Life, it was when Wakile was on campus for 
the fashion show last year that the idea of  her coming 
back to Rider was introduced. 

“The decision [for this event] came up organically 
during an interview with The Rider News last year,” said 
Barbati. 

Wakile is no stranger to the Rider community, as 
she held a lecture with fellow Real Housewife Melissa 
Gorga in 2012 and hosted the SEC fashion show last 
year.

Since her book release in September, Wakile has 
done a book tour, stopping at other colleges through-
out New Jersey. 

In comparison to her previous events at Rider, this 
one is focusing much less on Wakile’s well-known TV 
persona. Instead, it’s more intimate and personal.

“In the past, we have focused on Kathy as a celeb-
rity guest,” said Barbati. “This time we are putting the 
focus on the students learning how to bake and how to 
share their love for people through food and desserts.”

Students are excited for Wakile’s arrival this Friday 
and to hear about her desserts.

“I’m really excited to meet Kathy and share with 
her my love for baking,” said sophomore communica-
tion studies major Rena Carman. “I’m so happy she 

decided to come back to Rider this year.”
Senior elementary education major Adrienne 

Straley is also looking forward to Wakile’s arrival, 
saying, “I’m interested in hearing about her recipes. I 
think a lot of  them sound so delicious.”

Barbati, too, is eager for Wakile’s return to campus. 
“Kathy is a remarkable woman and probably the 

most student-centered of  all the guests we’ve invited 

to campus,” Barbati said. “Hopefully, Rider is her 
favorite stop.” 

After the Q&A, Wakile will be signing copies of  her 
new cookbook, with the first 100 students in atten-
dance receiving a free copy. Students and anyone else 
after that will be able to purchase a copy at the event.

 

For her third visit to Rider, former Real Housewives of New Jersey star Kathy Wakile will be hosting a Q&A and book signing to promote her 
new book, Indulge. The event will take place Oct. 3 at 8 p.m. in the Mercer Room.
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Local bands bring some pop-punk and rock to the Pub
By Samantha Brandbergh

A SHOWCASE of  local bands enliv-
ened the Pub Sept. 26, enter-
taining students with a mix of  
punk-pop and rock music.

Save Face, Diet, Scoutmaster Jack, 
and The Black Sox Scandal appeared 
thanks to the Arts Management 
Association (AMA), which has begun 
providing events such as this. 

“[Punk] is a diverse style that appeals 
to just about everyone,” Brandon Ponzo, 
the president of  the AMA said. “It’s 
really hard to be at a punk show and not 
have loads of  fun.” 

Once the show started, the event 
generated what some would call an 
“intimate-sized” audience. 

“Our first time doing this [which was 
in March], about 120 people showed 
up, and this time ended up being about 
140,” said Ponzo.

 The crowd seemed to be as diverse 
as the music, with a group of  girls jump-
ing around and a couple guys moshing 
in the corner. 

The first band to hit the stage was 
The Black Sox Scandal from Ewing. 
They released an acoustic EP entitled 
“Nothing Seemed So Perfect” in March 
2013 along with an EP “Forward 
Progress.” 

“[The Pub] was an awesome 
venue,” said Tom Smeaton, the lead 
singer of  the band. “[It had a] really 
good atmosphere and the people there 

really seemed to be into it for all of  the 
bands.”  

The way that the crowd responded 
left the band wanting to come back to 
perform in the Pub again, Smeaton said.

After a short intermission, 
Scoutmaster Jack, a self-proclaimed 
“pop-punk/easycore” band from 
Yonkers, N.Y., performed. The band 
includes Joey Bilancia and Bobby 
Azzari (vocals and lead guitar), Brian 
DeGennaro on bass and vocals, and 
Frank De Santis on drums. The four 
friends put on an energetic show consist-
ing of  music influenced by Four Year 
Strong, Alkaline Trio, Yellowcard and 
The Wonder Years.

Diet, an emo- and punk-influenced 
band from Staten Island, N.Y., was 
third to take the stage. It consisted of  
members Thom Kinnear (guitar and 
lead vocals), Chris Taranto (guitar and 
vocals), Fernando Hernandez (bass), and 
Joe Frazzetto (drums). They’ve been a 
band for a few years now, but this was 
their first show with a new drummer. 
Despite that, they sounded seamless 
and the crowd appeared to love their 
performance. 

Much like the rest of  the bands that 
performed, Diet would love to come 
back and play again.

The band Save Face from TCNJ 
closed the night. The members, Chris 
Hranj (bass), Tyler Cranden (guitar and 
vocals), Shane Dermanjian (guitar), 

Tyler Povanda (vocals), and Chris Wills 
(drums), loved performing at the Pub. 

 “We were really impressed with the 
way the show was run and the solid 
turnout we had,” said Povanda.

Povanda also praised Will Gallagher, 
the public relations chair of  the AMA, 
saying, “Will did a really solid job 
promoting and organizing the event. 
Hopefully he continues to have the 
opportunity to bring local music to 
Rider.” 

Ponzo said that there will be more 
events to come. 

“In the past year, Arts Management 
Association has been trying to branch 
out and think outside the box about 
what sorts of  events can benefit Rider 
the most, and “Live in the Pub” is 
quickly becoming a big part of  that 
conversation, along with Comedy Night 
[which is expected to be] Dec.10.”

The next “Live in the Pub” event, 
which is scheduled for Nov. 14, will pos-
sibly explore some softer, indie talent, 
said Ponzo.

With the past events at the Pub being 
a hit, the AMA looks forward to forth-
coming events. 

“We’re just trying to help everyone 
have a good time at Rider, and have fun 
ourselves doing what we love: producing 
quality arts event and sharing our good 
times with others,” said Ponzo. 

By Caroline Forde

RIDER’S fourth season of  the R Factor took over the 
Yvonne Theater on Sept. 12, and 25 musical 
hopefuls auditioned in front of  a packed crowd to 
earn a seat in each judges’ final two. 

This year, the judges include Assistant Director 
of  Campus Life Nick Barbati, Athletic Marketing 
Assistant Donte Carty, and X Factor finalists Dani 
Knights and Jeff  Gutt. 

This year’s competition is proving to be different 
from previous seasons, as new rules have been imple-
mented. The “Two Chair Challenge,” a change in 
the competition where only two students per group 
make it through to the finale, made the auditions 
even more competitive and tense. Contestants were 
divided into four groups: Girls One, Girls Two, Boys 
One, and Boys Two. Each group’s contestants were 
pitted against each other, trying to earn a seat in the 
final two for that category. If  chosen, contestants were 
asked to sit in the judges’ individual “cabanas” for the 
night. Acts were warned not to get too comfortable, 
however. They could be switched out by any other act 
in their category that the judge deemed better without 
any notice. This switch was a welcome one, added to 
ensure that the audience knew without a doubt who 
the final eight were.

“This is going to be the best year ever,” Barbati 
said. “The new rules are insanely cool.”

The auditions started off  with Carty’s acts audi-
tioning for a spot in his cabana. Leah Killmer 
(junior theater), Sarah Walsh (undeclared freshman), 
Christine Lam (freshman history), freshmen elemen-
tary education majors Ilian Irving, Kaitlynn White, 
Victoria Panagos and Bailey Kallens auditioned for 
the panel. 

Killmer, last year’s runner-up, was eliminated from 
the competition when Lam sang a beautiful acoustic 
rendition of  Ariana Grande’s “Break Free,” earn-
ing her a spot in Carty’s top two. Panagos, who sang 
“Almost is Never Enough,” also by Grande, soon 
joined in that top two, and sat comfortably in Carty’s 
cabana for the rest of  the night.

 After the show, Carty seemed confident in his 
choices. 

“I like my chances,” he said. “I have two very 
young contestants, but they have a lot of  energy and 
great voices. I’m looking forward to developing them 
for the next three weeks.”

After a performance of  Leonard Cohen’s classic 
tune “Hallelujah” by judge Jeff  Gutt, which had the 
audience swooning, auditions continued for Dani 
Knights’ top two. Duo Matthew Esposito (freshman 
global supply chain management), and Daiquan 
Cutler (undeclared freshman), Justin Giachetti (sopho-
more theater), Anthony Washington (junior popular 
music culture), and freshmen duo Gianluca D’Elia 
(radio and TV) and Marrissa Mancuso (psychology) 

sang for the panel. 
While D’Elia and Mancuso’s stellar vocals rocked 

the stage, ultimately Esposito and crowd-favorite 
Washington earned seats in Knights’ top two. Knights, 
who hosted the competition last year, expressed her 
excitement for the finals. 

“I have Tony and Matt on my team,” she said. 
“We’re definitely going to kill it. With me and the two 
of  them, we will win this competition.”

Next, the second round of  girls took the stage. 
Haley Vassiljev (freshman radio and TV), Davia 
Echols (freshman secondary education), Lexie Fraction 
(freshman behavioral neuroscience), Anna K. Smith 
(sophomore musical theater), Milika Griffiths (junior 
musical theater), Nicole Smith (junior popular music 
culture), and Carrie Lettiere (senior elementary educa-
tion) all took the stage, trying to impress Gutt. 

Again, a finalist from last year was eliminated, and, 
while Nicole Smith’s performance of  “Rather Be” by 
Clean Bandit had the audience dancing in their seats, 
she was ultimately cut as well, making Gutt’s final two 
Echols and Griffiths. Griffiths’ performance had the 
audience on their feet. 

“I like competition, and I cannot wait to see what 
happens at the finals,” Gutt said.

Lastly, Barbati’s contestants took the stage. Barbati 
had a tough choice to make between R Factor veteran 
Peter Petrino (senior musical theater ) and newcom-
ers Alexander Kettles (senior psychology), Brenton 
Tuccillo (sophomore arts administration), and 
Llundon Lawson (junior arts administration). 

Ultimately, Lawson and Petrino made the cut as 
Barbati’s top two. Lawson was a great end to the 
night, playing piano to John Mayer’s “Dreaming With 
a Broken Heart.” 

 “My chances are I’m going to win,” Barbati said 
after the auditions. “Is there ever any doubt? My team 
is fantastic and they had the performances of  the 
night.”

The R Factor finale will be held on Oct. 4 in the 
BLC Theater. 

P R E V I E W

R Factor’s fourth season finale promises big talent

R Factor performer Llundon Lawson advanced into the finals 
after impressing the crowd with his rendition of John Mayer’s 
“Dreaming with a Broken Heart.”
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The Arts Management Association sponsored “Live in the Pub” on Sept. 26. The event brought 
together four local bands, including Save Face, pictured, to perform for Rider students. The bands 
brought an array of music with styles ranging from pop-punk to rock, ensuring all students would 
have something to look forward to. 

Scoutmaster Jack (above); The Black Sox Scandal (below); Diet (right)
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Unsafe under 
the influence 
COLLEGE is viewed as the best 

time in a young adult’s life. 
These are the years we are 
meant to learn and absorb 

as much information as we can in 
preparation for our futures. This is 
the time to be serious, of  course, but 
also to have fun and be young. How-
ever, it can become easy to forget that 
these are also the years that we must 
be very careful.

Before we can even sign up for 
classes, Rider students are required 
to complete an online Alcohol 
Education course. We are taught 
about the effects of  alcohol on our 
bodies. We are taught how to know 
when a friend might have had too 
much to drink and needs help. We 
are taught how to be safe. We must 
accept that we are not invincible and 
need to take responsibility for our 
actions.

According to the National 
Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, in 2012, over 10,000 
people died in alcohol-impaired 
driving crashes in the United States 
– one person every 51 minutes. This 
translates to a scary fact: Thousands 
of  people are driving drunk on a 
daily basis. But if  we all know how 
bad it is to drive while intoxicated, 
why are so many people doing it? 

Alcohol severely impairs judg-
ment, allowing an otherwise ratio-
nal person to get behind the wheel 
of  a car while drunk. The Center 
for Student Health Promotion & 
Well-being reports that alcohol also 
causes impaired coordination and 
judgment of  distance, weakened 
senses, blurred vision and slowed 
mental processing. With such a loss 
of  control, it can be impossible to 
control a vehicle. 

The situation can become even 
more problematic if  the person 
driving is also combining substances. 
According to a study conducted by 
Drs. R. Andrew Sewell, James Poling 
and Mehmet Sofuoglu, marijuana 
has an active effect on alertness, 
perception of  time and speed, and 
use of  previously acquired knowl-
edge. As the drug already impairs 
the senses vital to operating a 
vehicle, combining marijuana with 
alcohol can be a fatal mix. The same 
study states that the combination of  
alcohol and marijuana “results in [a 
driving] impairment even at doses 
that would be insignificant were they 
of  either drug alone.” 

Substance abuse and driving is 
becoming a hazardous epidemic. 
While the recreational use of  mari-
juana remains illegal in most states, 
it is not prohibited to drink if  you 
are 21 or older. However, there is no 
reason to get behind the wheel of  a 
car while under the influence of  one 
intoxicant, and it is far more danger-
ous to mix alcohol and marijuana.

Rider’s strict marijuana policies 
keep this in check. But as the legal-
ization of  recreational marijuana 
use spreads through the country, the 

combination of  alcohol, marijuana 
and driving will become an increas-
ingly common issue. However, there 
are always smart alternatives that 
students can take. Rider sponsors a 
program called “Safe Rides,” which 
allows students to call (609) 924-
1756, to be picked up and brought 
back to campus between 10 p.m. 
and 6 a.m. if  they are intoxicated 
or feel unsafe for any reason. This 
service is free up to three times a 
semester. 

Students can also ensure their 
safety by making sure they have a 
designated driver who does not con-
sume any alcohol and is not under 
the influence in any way. If  the situ-
ation gets desperate, you can always 
call a cab. A cab may be pricey, 
but with one person dying from an 
alcohol-related car accident every 
51 minutes, it is worth every penny. 
Getting behind the wheel without a 
clear mind could easily cut your life 
short or force you to live with the 
guilt of  harming someone else.

This is bigger than protecting 
yourself. Always try to protect those 
around you. Look after friends who 
have had too much to drink. Take 
the keys away from someone who is 
belligerently drunk or high but is try-
ing to drive. Be the designated driver 
when no one else wants to, even if  
it’s at the expense of  a few drinks. 
By stepping up and being respon-
sible, you will protect the people you 
care about as well.

Eliseo Diaz is remembered at 
Rider among his friends as a funny, 
amiable young man. His life was just 
beginning as he was 13 days away 
from graduation and ready to work 
at an accounting firm. However, on 
May 3, the life of  this bright student 
ended abruptly as Diaz struck a 
bus leaving campus. His toxicology 
report revealed that he had been 
drinking and had marijuana in his 
system as well.

Substance abuse is a problem fac-
ing many college students and is one 
that can be fatal when a car is added 
to the equation. Abusing substances 
can involve drinking heavily or delv-
ing into drugs. Statistics show that 
driving ability is severely impaired 
when drunk or high, and the combi-
nation of  these substances is insane.

We should allow these years to be 
the best of  our lives and not at the 
expense of  our safety. After all, col-
lege is a time for making memories, 
not regrets.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 

Opinion

@theridernews

@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews
www.theridernews.com

ridernews@rider.edu

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the edi-
tor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone 
number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individu-
als or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor for length, 
clarity, accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. 
Brevity is encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which 
may reject any letter. Send to The Rider News via email (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or 
hand deliver to Ridge House. Letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding 
publication.
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AS soon as summer ends and fall 
sets in, the stay-in-with-Netflix 
mentality slowly comes back in 
time for the change of  weather, 

but given Rider’s location, this doesn’t 
have to be the case. There are other 
events and activities to do when the 
Netflix marathons and manhunt games 
aren’t cutting it. Just because the warm 
weather leaves us, doesn’t mean the fun 
has to as well.

One of  the best ways to enjoy the 
fall is to visit farms and orchards for 
apple and pumpkin picking. Terhune 
Orchards in Lawrence is only a 10-min-
ute drive from Rider. This farm is the 
perfect place for all things fall; the 
farm gives you the opportunity to pick 

strawberries, blackberries, apples and 
pumpkins or buy some of  the best local 
apple cider. This would make the per-
fect fall day trip. You can pick whatever 
autumn treats you want and still have 
some pumpkins to carve in time for 
Halloween. 

If  you’re in the mood to explore 
what is off  campus, just hop on 
the shuttle and head to Princeton. 
Princeton has a lot to offer for the 
fall season. Through the month of  
October, the Princeton Tour Company 
holds a variety of  historical, celeb-
rity and ghost tours weekly which 
begin near Princeton University. The 
Princeton 
Tour 

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

Finding fun as 
fall approaches

➠ SEE AUTUMN
PAGE 9
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G R E E N  CO R N E R

Promoting change in the system, not the climate
ON Sept. 21, the environmental 

movement approached a turning 
point, as roughly 400,000 con-
cerned global citizens marched 

through the streets of  Manhattan. 
Timed to precede the United Nations 
Climate Summit, the People’s Climate 
March will go down in history as the 
largest climate demonstration to date, 
according to Politico. People of  all walks 
of  life raised their voices about climate 
change. Eager children seated on par-
ents’ shoulders, resolute grandparents on 
motorized chairs, spirited students with 
stirring chants, and all those in between 
flooded the streets.

As one of  the hundreds of  thou-
sands of  individuals who took part in 
this movement, I can tell you firsthand 
that I had never experienced something 
quite like this. The march was truly 
awe-inspiring and peaceful, albeit far 
from passionless. Each participant was 

fully present, the majority bearing signs, 
costumes, or art expressing a poignant 
distress about our current environmen-
tal trajectory. Kathy Blachut, a fellow 
Eco-Rep who was part of  the group of  
Rider students in attendance, described 
the day as having been “extraordinary 
to say the least.” 

“One does not fully understand the 
impact they can potentially make until 
they are in the midst of  greatness, of  a 
whole group of  people with the same 
mission in mind,” Blachut said. “To say 
the truth, it hadn’t hit me until an hour 
and a half  after arriving at the finish 
line of  the march, we started heading 
back to the train station only to find 
that people were still making their way 
to the end. Just then did I realize what 
400,000 people was and the actual 
extent of  the history we were making.”

The march not only aimed at 
demonstrating the severity and 

universality of  concerns about climate 
justice, but also shared the narrative 
of  how we plan to shift worldwide 
actions. Participants grouped them-
selves according to individual purpose 
within the greater issue. This lineup 
started with those at the front lines, 
already feeling the impacts in their 
local environments. Moving along the 
mass of  marchers, groups included 
those with the dedication to change 
the future, those who have solutions 
awaiting adoption, and those who 
have lost patience with climate offend-
ers. Rounding out the supporters were 
scientific groups with factual evidence, 
and diverse communities representing 
the indiscriminant nature of  the chang-
ing climate.

Climate change is not an issue that 
can be solved overnight — not even 
with 400,000 people. But with the 
Environmental Protection Agency 

reporting that global temperatures 
have increased over 1.3° C over the last 
century, the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change citing sea levels ris-
ing almost twice as fast as the previous 
century’s rates, and the New England 
Journal of  Medicine saying that natural 
disasters are becoming three times 
as frequent in the past decade, these 
concerns are not to be ignored. Forging 
ahead in this movement, we must 
remember that the impacts of  these 
changes are not modest or localized, 
but ones that will be felt on a planetary 
scale. 

Concluding in the words of  a chant 
that spread along the streets during 
the historical People’s Climate March, 
“Hey hey, ho ho, climate change has 
got to go.”

-Lexi Reynolds
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Opinion

Company posts a new schedule for its events weekly 
on their website and provide everything you would 
need for a late night Halloween ghost tour or a 
weekend Hollywood history lesson. The Princeton 
University Art Museum also opens its doors weekly 
and displays art from all over the world with free 
admission. 

For most, fall is also considered the return of  most 
sports, especially football. Just because Rider doesn’t 
have a football team of  its own doesn’t mean students 
can’t enjoy the games of  our other local universities. 
Princeton University is a short ride away by car or 
by Rider’s shuttle, and, once fall starts up, so do the 
football games at Princeton. A game is a great way 
to spend a fall Saturday, and if  you want to play nice, 
you can even root for the Tigers.

Don’t forget to catch a Rider basketball or 
hockey game. Rider is also hosting a trip to see the 
Philadelphia Flyers play the New Jersey Devils on Oct. 
9. The trip brings students to the Wells Fargo Center 
to take a tour and watch the game. Transportation is 
provided and tickets are available at the ticket booth 
for only $20.

If  you aren’t into pumpkin picking or sports, there’s 
always making the most of  what Rider’s campus has 

to offer. You can spend the afternoon having a picnic 
with friends on the campus mall, enjoying a good 
book lakeside in a gazebo, or getting some homework 
done outside Cranberry’s.

If  you are more of  an arsty type, you could always 
turn to theater. You can buy a ticket for Rider’s fall 
musical, Lucky Stiff, at the Yvonne Theatre, opening on 
Oct. 8. Performance tickets are only $5 for students 
and the show itself  definitely won’t disappoint. Be 
sure to make the most of  on-campus and student-run 
events. All events in the theater, the pub, and even in 
residence halls are held to keep the fun happening 
during the fall and should be taken advantage of.

We are lucky to live in an area that has seasons. 
Many people around the world are not fortunate 
enough to enjoy the changing of  the leaves and crisp 
fall breezes. So be sure to embrace the beauty of  fall 
before the cold winter months move in.

Fall doesn’t have to be a stay-in-with-Netflix season. 
With a few ideas and a few places to go, you can make 
sure you enjoy your fall as much as the seasons that 
come before it.

-Alyssa Naimoli
Sophomore journalism major

Autumn
CONT’D FROM P. 8

L E T T E R  TO  T H E  E D I TO R

A parent’s petition in the face of possible strike
TO the editor,

I have contacted Rider President Mordechai 
Rozanski urging his immediate action to prevent 
a strike at Rider. The following is the content of  

the letter that I sent, which is also a petition. I urge 
students, staff, faculty, parents and family members 
to join me in calling upon Dr. Rozanski to make sure 
there is no disruption of  the academic calendar.

Dear Mordechai Rozanski,
We are writing as parents of  students at Rider 

University and others to urge the administration 
to negotiate in good faith with the faculty at Rider 
University. As parents, we hold the administration 
solely responsible if  there is a strike that interrupts 
classes. Rider University education is not cheap, and 
every day of  a stoppage equals hundreds of  dol-
lars that we paid for the education of  our sons and 
daughters that is being ripped off  by poor university 
management. For there to be a strike in the middle of  
an academic year would demonstrate the utmost in 
mismanagement and disregard for the interests of  the 
university.

With the millions of  dollars parents pay in tuition, 

we want the highest quality of  education for our 
sons and daughters — your students. To replace the 
esteemed faculty of  Ph.D.s with those holding lesser 
degrees does not add up to the top quality education 
that we expect for our tens of  thousands we pay in 
tuition. We bring our children to Rider because of  the 
esteemed and high-quality faculty. We do not want the 
university classrooms at Rider to be converted to an 
educational sweatshop.

As parents we also value the importance of  the 
voice of  the academics — the professors — in mak-
ing academic decisions. Administrators can make the 
administrative decisions — that makes sense, but those 
who are Rider University, who make up what is great 
about the university, the academics — should have the 
most say in academic direction.

The threats to reduce benefits and freeze wages will 
only push out and get the highest caliber of  academ-
ics to steer clear of  Rider University as it will instill 
a reputation as an academic sweatshop. That will 
continue to devalue the kind of  education our sons 
and daughters receive for the highly priced education 
at Rider.

We urge you to step in and make sure there is 

NO STRIKE and that the university offers a rea-
sonable package that maintains an attractive place 
to attract the best academics in the field  — not by 
chump-changing on benefits, not by diminishing the 
credentials of  the academic staffing, not by pushing 
the academics who know best out of  the process of  
determining the academic direction and certainly not 
by disrupting the education of  our sons and daughters 
by a mid-academic year showdown with the faculty.

We have initiated the Rider Parents and Students 
Committee for Labor Fairness group on Facebook and 
we will be watching closely. We are counting on you to 
make sure there is no strike and that the faculty gets 
fairness in the contract settlement.

—Bob Witanek, father of  Wesminster Choir College student 
Robert Colby-Witanek, junior piano major

To sign the petition, go to www.tinyurl.com/riderparentspetition

Looking for

employment?
Account Reps
ere are part time openings for 

Our relationships with top companies ensure that 
our employees enjoy competitive pay!

For more information email:
rochakorey@gmail.com
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V O L L E Y B A L L

Defending the Zoo with fourth home win
By Carlos Toro

DESPITE the volleyball team losing 
four straight games on the road 
to start the season, they won their 
last four games easily.

The Broncs traveled to western New 
York as they beat Niagara 3-1 on Sept. 
27 and Canisius 3-0 on Sept. 28 to 
start conference play with three straight 
victories.

Head Coach Christopher Feliciano 
emphasized that the performance on 
this recent road trip has been noth-
ing but a benefit towards the team’s 
success.

“This weekend’s trip was the most 
important because of  the distance,” 
Feliciano said. “In order to be a great 
team, you have to be able to perform 
on the road. We are still learning how 
to do that. This year the results have 
been thus far very good.”

The Broncs (8-7, 3-0 MAAC) had 
their best statistical offensive per-
formance. The team finished with a 
season-high .353 attack percentage. 
They beat Canisius (2-11, 2-2 MAAC) 
25-20, 25-19, 25-19.

For the Broncs, sophomore middle 
hitter Kaitlyn Griffin had 15 kills and 
three blocks, hitting .682 with freshman 
right-side hitter Jennifer Borio compil-
ing nine kills while hitting .643.

Rider’s setters performed well with 
junior Brandie Hill having 21 assists 
and senior Ashlee Amatulli adding 18 
assists. Freshman defensive special-
ist Emma Aldaya led the team with 
11 digs and had three of  Rider’s four 
service aces in the match.

In the first set of  the game, the 
Broncs took advantage of  four errors 
committed by Canisius when the score 

was tied 19-19. This allowed Rider to 
go on a 6-1 run to win the first set.

Rider had a similar run in the fol-
lowing set. As they were leading 8-7 in 
the second set, the Broncs pulled off  a 
6-0 run that was led by two kills from 
Griffin and two aces from Aldaya as 
Rider pushed the lead to 14-7 in the 
eventual 25-19 win.

Amatulli credits consistency for help-
ing the Broncs come out on top.

“As a unit, the team played solid 
throughout the match,” Amatulli said. 
“We played at one constant, solid level 
and that’s how we were able to come 
out with a win.”

Canisius, however, wasn’t going to 
allow Rider to win without a fight.

The Golden Eagles and the Broncs 
went back and forth in the third set, 
until Canisius was leading 15-13. Three 
more errors from Canisius and two kills 
by Borio sealed the Golden Eagles’ fate 
as the Broncs never looked back to stay 
undefeated in conference play.

Aldaya believes the team went into 
the match expecting to win and jumped 
out with a good pace right from the 
start.

“As a whole, we went into the match 
with a positive outlook, and we out-
worked them from beginning to end,” 
said Aldaya. “We believed in ourselves 
and each other, and our values really 
showed true.”

Rider had a rough start to the 
season, going up against tough teams 
on the road, which included USC, who 
were ranked as the fifth best team in 
the nation at the time. 

After playing 13 of  their first 15 
games on the road, Rider will play their 
next five games at home, where they 

are undefeated.
Earlier in the week, the Broncs 

defeated Niagara (5-11, 1-3 MAAC) 
27-25, 25-15, 21-25, 25-23. 

The Broncs faced the match point in 
the first set, but were able to battle back 
to win 27-25. Rider was able to carry 
the momentum over by taking 16 of  the 
next 22 points in the second set.

Rider was led by 16 kills from 
Griffin and 12 kills from outside hit-
ters sophomore Ryan Ackermann and 
senior Jaclyn Webber.

The teams received contributions 
from Amatulli and Hill, who had 28 
and 22 assists, respectively. 

Their next game will be on Oct. 4 
against Manhattan (8-6, 2-2 MAAC), 
who beat the Broncs last year when 
they visited Rider.

Hill is excited to play in the Broncs’ 
Zoo, expecting a lot of  support from 
the Rider faithful.

“There is nothing better than play-
ing in front of  a home crowd and feel-
ing the home crowd’s energy,” said Hill. 
“We are really excited to play these 
next five games at home in front of  our 
fans and all of  our supporters.”
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Sophomore Kaitlyn Griffin totaled 31 kills between the matches against Niagara and Canisius.

Flag football festivities at Friday Night Lights
By Kara Schwartz

THE Recreation Programs held their annual Friday 
Night Lights flag football game this past Friday on 
the turf  field from 7:30 p.m. - 11 p.m. 

Students were able to enjoy a fun event full of  
prizes and food from Chickie’s & Pete’s, while cheer-
ing on their favorite Greek Life members and flag 
football teams. 

Cheri DeVino, a senior accounting major, seemed 
to enjoy the school spirit the most.

 “It was nice seeing the students support and cheer 
on their peers from the stands,” DeVino said. 

The Greek Life sorority girls had their first Powder 
Puff  game, which the White Team, coached by Sigma 
Phi Epsilon’s John Carroll, John Diaz, and Tom 
Szczerba, won. There was also a cheerleading con-
test, which the brothers of  Tau Kappa Epsilon (TKE) 
and Lambda Theta Phi dominated. The All-Star 
Intramural flag football teams played an intense game 
in between, and premiered the Rider Dance Team for 
the half-time show. 

The champions of  the All-Star game were the 
players of  the Chiraq Elite team, who defeated the 
Rough Ryders. Team members Kyler Grigsby, a senior 
marketing major, and Dwight Mathis, a senior busi-
ness management/human resources double major, 
said they “enjoyed the crowd’s support” throughout 
the game. 

The final game was played between the brothers of  
Sigma Phi Epsilon and Tau Kappa Epsilon, where the 
TKE brothers were named champions.
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Tau Kappa Epsilon members cheer on their team during the annual Friday Night Lights showdown against Sigma Phi Epsilon.
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I C E  H O C K E Y

Broncs total seven goals en route to two wins 
By Brandon Scalea

CLUB hockey officially returned to Rider on Sept. 
26 when the Broncs started off  the 2014-15 sea-
son against Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute (RPI) 
at the Loucks Ice Arena, located five minutes 

from Rider.
In a physical game where penalty minutes were 

abundant, the Broncs (2-0) left the ice with a 4-1 vic-
tory. The game featured two goals by junior forward 
Andrew Heinz and a noteworthy performance in net 
by senior goaltender Nate Kholodenko. 

The Engineers immediately put the young Broncs 
team, consisting of  12 freshmen and sophomores, to 
the test. Rider dominated possession early and pres-
sured the RPI goaltender. 

It didn’t take the Broncs long to find the back of  
the net, as Heinz broke the ice at the 3:37 mark of  
the first period with a power-play goal. The score was 
assisted by freshman Chris Johnson.

Rider had several opportunities to increase the 
first-period lead, but the Engineers’ goaltending was 
unbreakable, especially after a five-minute major pen-
alty that resulted in an ejection for RPI. 

The second period began with a scary moment as 
an RPI forward skated into Kholodenko and sent him 
head over heels into the ice. The Broncs’ goalie was 
slow to get to his feet, but remained in the game. 

This proved to be the turning point, as tempers 
immediately flared after the incident. A brawl ensued 
after the next faceoff  and two Broncs were ejected.

Freshman forward John Martino feels his team’s 

grit will benefit its players this season. 
“Both games we played aggressively on the puck 

and jumped up to make a hit whenever we could,” 
Martino said. “We saw teams starting to back off  the 
50-50 battles and get tired a lot more quickly.” 

After some big saves by Kholodenko, the Broncs 
scored again at the 10:01 mark of  the second period. 
The goal was scored by sophomore forward Larry 
Walker, who was assisted by freshman Michael Katz 
and senior forward Mike Kennedy.

The Engineers were finally able to sustain some 
pressure early in the final period, and with a little 
more than 13 minutes left in regulation, the Engineers 
were able to get one past Kholodenko. 

The momentum would swing back quickly. Just 
four minutes later, Heinz scored another power-play 
goal, assisted by junior defenseman Connor Fox. 
Moments later, the Broncs would strike again. Katz, 
who finished with two points, scored his first goal as a 
Bronc with 2:23 left to make it a 4-1 victory for Rider. 

The following night, the Broncs traveled to 
Lancaster, Pa., to take on Millersville University. 
Strong penalty killing, another goal by Heinz, and 
another big outing from Kholodenko resulted in a 3-1 
win on the road and a perfect start to the season.

In Lancaster, the Broncs were outshot early, but 
were able to settle down midway through the first 
period. Kholodenko battled in the crease, and credits 
his defense for keeping the puck out of  harm’s way. 

“The boys in front of  me are working really hard,” 
Kholodenko said. “I am only an extension of  how my 

defense plays.”
Early in the second period, Rider was able to break 

the scoreless tie. Fox scored the first goal of  the game, 
assisted by senior defenseman Chris Burgert. 

After the goal, the game opened up. A Broncs 
penalty resulted in a power play for Millersville. They 
cashed in on the opportunity and tied the game. Just 
seconds later, Heinz scored his third goal of  the sea-
son, giving the Broncs a 2-1 lead. 

The Broncs would take a 3-1 lead after sophomore 
forward Max Daley tipped in a shot. Millersville pres-
sured Kholodenko for the rest of  the game, but was 
unable to score again as the final horn sounded and 
the Broncs won.

Despite recording wins in their first two games, 
Head Coach Sean Levin says there is still work to be 
done, especially in addressing the brawl against RPI. 

“It’s great to start the season off  with two wins but 
we didn’t play our best hockey,” Levin said. “I was 
disappointed with the lack of  discipline Friday night 
but it’s a great teachable moment. Going forward it’s 
vital we avoid taking unnecessary penalties.”

On Oct. 3, Rider hockey will travel to State 
College, Pa., to take on Penn State in a big test on 
the road. Levin says this game against a team like the 
Nittany Lions will provide needed experience for the 
team.

“Penn State is a great organization that is coming 
off  a final four appearance at Nationals last year,” he 
said. “They return many of  their top players so we 
know that it’s going to be a spirited game.”

CO LU M N

A strike could force teams to forfeit

By Thomas Albano

I DON’T want to strike, but I will if  I 
have to.” This is the phrase that has 
spread over the Rider community 
with the looming thought of  a pos-

sible strike.
Student athletes have particular 

concerns about the possibility of  a 
strike. In addition to their classes, they 
have to worry about their teams.

Under a strike, coaches and athletic 
trainers would bow out from their 
duties and join the striking faculty. 
This would mean coaches would not 
be in control of  their teams, practices 
or games. This has raised questions 
from student athletes that need a 

clear answer: What exactly happens 
if  a strike occurs and the coaches and 
trainers aren’t there?

Tim Lengle, head athletic trainer 
and chair of  the AAUP’s Action 
Committee, provided some answers.

First, the teams might still be able to 
practice, but a big problem could arise 
if  an athlete were injured.

“Could they practice with an 
administrator acting as a coach? They 
could, but they’d be practicing with-
out medical coverage,” Lengle said. 
“Could they have captains’ practices 
while they’re here? Yes, but they 
wouldn’t have anybody to treat their 
injuries or give them emergency care if  
they got hurt.”

As for the games, every sched-
uled home contest would have to be 
forfeited, according to Lengle. Road 
games might be able to go on, espe-
cially if  an administrator acts as a 
coach, but no athletic events would 
be able to be played at home because 
“you can’t have a home event without 
medical coverage.”

Teams that have volunteer coaches 

could have them step up in the place 
of  the striking head coaches, but the 
hope is, Lengle said, that they would 
not cross the picket line.

According to the administration, 
when it comes to athletics, “We will 
continue the planned activities for any 
athletic competitions and practices 
for which the university can provide 
trainers or other appropriate medi-
cal coverage. For reasons of  student 
safety, activities may be suspended 
or deferred. Student athletes should 
contact the Director of  Athletics’ office 
with questions about their specific 
sports activities should a strike occur.”

While it hurts to say that forfeit-
ing games is necessary in the event of  
a strike, sending an athlete out onto 
the field to risk injury with no trainers 
around is not a chance that should be 
taken.

The worst part of  all this is there 
are many athletes who are concerned 
because if  a strike were to happen, 
they wouldn’t be able to do something 
that they love — compete as a Bronc. 
And the Rider students who aren’t 

athletes love to watch as the teams 
compete.

 Also, let’s look through the eyes of  
a prospective Bronc. What if  a poten-
tial student athlete is set on coming 
to Rider, only to hear that the team 
he or she would be playing for had to 
forfeit games the previous season due 
to a strike? He or she could also learn 
about previous close calls when it came 
to a strike in recent years through a 
simple Google search. Would he or she 
still be willing to commit to being a 
Bronc without worry of  it happening 
again?

Face it, in the end, student athletes 
are valuable contributors to the univer-
sity who bring camaraderie and excite-
ment. Student athletes are trapped 
in the middle of  a strike situation 
because their games could potentially 
be forfeited. Every student deserves to 
know what’s going on in the negotia-
tions, and the student athletes are no 
exception. I would not want the ability 
to do something I love to be taken from 
me, and if  that happens to our athletes, 
it would be a shame.

“

Rider professor bikes toward a multiple sclerosis cure
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Dr. Alex Grushow, a Rider professor, participated in “Bike MS: City to Shore Ride” on Sept. 27 and 28. In the background is Ocean City, N.J.

By Thomas Albano

DR. Alex Grushow, chairperson of  the Chemistry 
Department, participated in “Bike MS: City to 
Shore Ride” on Sept. 27 and 28.

The bike marathon consisted of  traveling 75 
miles from Cherry Hill, N.J., to Ocean City, N.J., and 
then returning to Cherry Hill.

Grushow was a part of  a team of  five in support of  
his friend who has been suffering from multiple sclero-
sis, or MS, for a little over 10 years. 

Grushow’s team raised $3,000 in support of  the 
National Multiple Sclerosis Society. The money will go 
towards more research about MS, as well as programs 
and treatments.
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Growing concern over concussion safety 
By Alex Zdatny and Emily Klingman

HEAD Athletic Trainer Tim Lengle 
has 90 seconds to make a deci-
sion that could change a student 
athlete’s career. Everyone in 

the room is on edge as they watch the 
examination at the edge of  the wrestling 
mat. Lengle makes the difficult call: The 
athlete is out of  the match. Even though 
the wrestler said he only felt a little dizzy, 
the trainer couldn’t send him back on 
the mat with a likely concussion.

As illustrated by the NCAA’s 
proposed settlement in a class-action 
lawsuit, concussions are becoming an 
increasingly visible issue in college 
athletics. As student athlete concussions 
are brought to the forefront of  uni-
versities’ priorities, increased pressure 
is being put on the athletic staff  to be 
100 percent correct in their diagno-
ses. The problem? They’re asking the 
impossible.

“Every patient and athlete feel pain 
differently depending on the side of  
the brain, so there have always been 
different opinions on how to diagnose 
a concussion,” Lengle said. “Almost all 
the data that we have to manage them 
is subjective. It’s going to be differ-
ent from athlete to athlete, patient to 
patient.”

Lengle explained that the reason 
concussions are beginning to attract 
attention in the media is because more 
athletes are playing college sports and 
there is an increase overall in sports 
participants nationwide. 

“Concussions occur more now than 
they did before probably because the 
number of  exposures have increased,” 
said Lengle. “The number of  competi-
tors and the number of  times they’re 
practicing per week has just gone 
through the roof.”

Of  Rider’s 375 varsity athletes 
across 20 sports, Lengle estimates 15 
to 20 percent suffer from concussions 
every year. In the 2014-15 academic 
year, Lengle has already had eight or 
nine athletes who have experienced 
concussion symptoms.

In a university without NCAA 
football, which according to the Sports 
Concussion Institute is the most com-
mon sport with concussion risk, that 
may be an eye-opening statistic. But 
Lengle believes it would be far higher if  
Rider had more collision sports. 

“We don’t have a true collision 
sport like football, or men’s lacrosse, 
or ice hockey,” Lengle said. “We have 
a club team for ice hockey but that’s 
not a collegiate team. We do obviously 
have contact sports, but if  you have a 
football program, or a men’s lacrosse 
program, or an ice hockey program, 
you’re going to be dealing with a lot 
more concussions.”

At Rider, the greatest danger of  con-
cussions occurs in wrestling and men’s 
and women’s soccer.

Where the injury is located on the 
brain can lead to varied symptoms. 
There is a wide range including diz-
ziness, fatigue, irritability, and depres-
sion. A hit to the front of  the brain can 
manifest different symptoms than a hit 
to the side of  the brain.

However, sometimes, concussion 
symptoms don’t manifest themselves 

until the next day and it can become a 
difficult diagnosis, so different precau-
tions can be taken to measure the brain 
activities to determine how severe the 
concussion is.

Concussions are also hard to diag-
nose in the medical community due to 
the fact that medical professionals have 
different definitions of  a concussion. 
However, Lengle said many research-
ers and doctors are trying to come to a 
consensus. 

“The diagnosis is questionable even 
within the medical community,” Lengle 
said. “They’re getting together now and 
are trying to put that all together but 
they can’t seem to agree on everything.”

Nonetheless, this data will hopefully 
lead to better research on concussions. 
Figuring out exactly what conclu-
sive data experts are agreeing upon 
becomes another factor in managing 
concussions. Return-to-play procedures 
differ depending on which expert is 
being asked and which research is being 
consulted.

“It’s very difficult for someone in my 
position who is trying to consume all of  
this research and create a protocol to 
use at this university,” said Lengle. “If  
the school were to be sued, all a lawyer 
has to do is find the expert that I didn’t 
listen to.”

Athletes who suffer from a hit to 
the head and possible concussion are 
at risk for further damage. Even if  the 
athlete might not get diagnosed with a 
concussion right away, multiple blows 
to the head could cause either Post-
Concussion Syndrome (PCS), which 
according to Mayo Clinic, is a complex 
disorder in which various symptoms 
— such as headaches and dizzi-
ness — last for weeks and sometimes 
months after the injury that caused 
the concussion, or Secondary Impact 
Syndrome (SIS), which according to 
BrainandSpinalCord.org, enhance the 
vulnerability of  the brain and greatly 

increase the risk of  death, even if  the 
second injury was far less intense.

There are multiple computer pro-
grams that athletic trainers use on ath-
letes involved in concussions, including 
a series of  tests, that are first taken by 
freshmen to provide baseline measure-
ments, Lengle said. 

“Athletes first take the neuropsycho-
logical test, which was developed at 
the University of  Pittsburgh Medical 
Center,” Lengle said. “If  they pass, 
they can move on to the next level that 
involves memorization, numbers, and 
reaction time.” 

Once the athlete scores baseline or 
better, he or she moves on to the bal-
ance error scoring test (BESS) which 
tests balance that must be maintained 
for 20 seconds. After the BESS test, the 
athlete would move onto two exertion 
tests, one that tests the athlete’s strength 
activity to see if  the symptoms have 
increased or decreased, and another 
that includes taking the athlete on 
the field where they are exerted to 
the point of  exhaustion, worse than a 
practice. If  the athlete passed that test, 
they move on to the Vestibular Ocular 
Exam (VOE), which involves the ears, 
eyes, and balance system, Lengle said. 
Activities such as focusing on the 
thumb for a long period of  time will 
allow athletic trainers to see if  their 
symptoms have vanished.

Athletes could experience a great 
range of  symptoms such as nausea, 
trouble sleeping, vomiting, sensitivity to 
light and noise, irritability, and sadness, 
Lengle said. 

“Six or seven years ago, one of  the 
wrestlers who would never admit in 
his life that he was sad or depressed, 
experienced it and ended up having 
symptoms lasting two months with no 
motivation to get out of  bed,” Lengle 
said. 

He explained how parents and eager 
athletes often ignore the dangers of  

concussions.  
“A lot of  times the parent is the 

one putting pressure on the medical 
professional to let the student go back 
early, and that’s an unfortunate circum-
stance,” Lengle said. “A lot of  times 
student athletes won’t come to us and 
roommates or teammates will come to 
us instead.”

The settlement between the NCAA 
and athletes suing the organization that 
is still in the Chicago court is proposing 
$70 million to be put in a fund to allow 
student athletes in the NCAA Division 
I, II, and III in the last 50 years to be 
eligible to enter a concussion observa-
tion program, which includes physical 
examination, neurological measure-
ments and neurocognitive assessments.

“They’re not going to pay for 
anybody’s medical bills,” Lengle said. 
“They are going to follow them, and 
study them.”

Numerous colleges and universities 
have taken the NFL’s finances for con-
cussions in perspective and wondered 
if  $70 million was enough compared to 
NFL’s $375 million that also includes 
treatment and paid back medical care 
for players who can prove their injury 
was concussion-related, Lengle said.

Overall, however, better concussion 
testing and diagnosis will only benefit 
the coaches and teams.  It will allow 
them to have more athletes on the field 
and cause less risk to the health of  
young student athletes.

“I think there are very intelligent 
coaches out there who see this and 
make very good decisions about how to 
further protect the student athletes and 
in the end it only benefits them,” said 
Lengle.

Additional reporting by Alexis Schulz and 
Thomas Albano
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Tim Lengle, Rider’s head athletic trainer, says approximately 15 to 20 percent of Rider’s varsity athletes suffer from concussion symptoms each year.
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