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FACING THE FEAR OF FINALS
Much-needed advice is offered as work piles on.
 page 12

CREATIVITY AND COURAGE
Student art takes to the walls of  Fine Arts on 
May 1. page 8

LONGTIME COACH SAYS GOODBYE
Ed Torres announces retirement after 19 seasons 
with Rider tennis. page 16

By Casey Gale and Alexis Schulz

FROM May 15-17, Rider and 
Westminster will hold their 148th 
and 85th commencement ceremo-
nies, respectively. While graduates 

may look forward to a day of  celebration 
with classmates and loved ones, an inside 
look at the events show that commence-
ment involves far more than just walking 
across the stage. 

Honorary degrees and speakers
Rider will honor two distinguished 

members of  its alumni family, both of  
whom will speak at the two Lawrenceville 
commencement ceremonies. The first is 
Joan C. Mazzotti, ’72, who will receive 
an Honorary Doctor of  Humane Letters.  
The second is Howard Stoeckel, ’67, 
who will receive an Honorary Doctor of  
Laws.

Mazzotti earned her bachelor’s degree 
in political science from Rider and her 
law degree from Villanova University 
School of  Law. Executive director of  
Philadelphia Futures, she served as 
chairwoman of  the Rider University 
Board of  Trustees from 1998-2002, 
and was a Trustee from 1996-2005. In 
2006, Mazzotti, along with her husband, 
Michael Kelly, established the Mazzotti 
Awards in Women’s Leadership to 

provide leadership development oppor-
tunities for Rider’s female faculty and 
administrators. 

Stoeckel earned his bachelor’s 
degree in business administration from 
Rider. The author of  The Wawa Way: 
How a Funny Name and Six Core Values 
Revolutionized Convenience, Stoeckel served 
as Wawa’s CEO for eight years. He was 
chairman of  the Rider University Board 
of  Trustees from 2008-12, and has been 
a Trustee since 2005.

During the Westminster Choir 
College (WCC) ceremonies, two highly 
acclaimed leaders in the arts community 
will speak and be awarded honorary 
doctorates, Clive Gillinson and Joseph 
Flummerfelt.

Gillinson is the executive and artis-
tic director of  Carnegie Hall. He is 
responsible for developing the artistic 
concepts for Carnegie Hall presentations 
in its three halls, representing approxi-
mately 180 performances each season. 
He has also led Carnegie Hall in a new 
direction in its concert and education 
programming. 

Flummerfelt earned international 
recognition as WCC’s director of  choral 
activities 
and conduc-
tor of  the 
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May the graduation ceremonies commence

Clockwise from left, Joseph Flummerfelt, Joan Mazzotti, ‘72, Eugene Marsh, ’ 14, Clive Gillinson 
and Howard Stoeckel, ’67, and will speak at this year’s commencement ceremonies. ➠ SEE GRADUATION
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The Rider News’ “mind map” of the 2013-14 academic year. See editorial, p. 10.
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Wednesday, April 30

Students with Disabilities Panel
11:30 a.m., North Hall 202
Five university students will share their personal stories 
about living with disabilities.

Thursday, May 1

RU-AAPP 3rd Annual Banquet
5 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room
The Aspiring Accounting Professionals Program’s 
third annual banquet will be hosted by the accounting 
department.

Friday, May 2

ArtBeast Festival
11:30 a.m., Campus Mall, Fine Arts Terrace
This annual festival enriches community by celebrating 
all facets of  the arts. Active participation and audience 
involvement are the heartbeat of  the event, which will 
spark creativity, ignite collaboration and build tradition 
for years to come. Enjoy free food, free giveaways and 
free art.

Friday, May 2

Grant Development Lunch and Learn
12 p.m., SRC Shapiro Board Room 
The Grants & Research team’s “lunch and learn” 
will share practical strategies on topics such as how to 
develop a “logic model” outcome definition, and ways 
to effectively integrate evaluation content into a pro-
posal narrative. Emphasis will be placed on the emerg-
ing needs specific to evaluating science, technology, 
engineering and math (STEM) education projects.

Wednesday, May 7

Celebration of Student Research
7 p.m., Talbott Library Room 2
In its seventh year, this event features students who have 
completed exceptional research projects during the 
2013-14 academic year. Barbara Haws, archivist and 
historian of  the New York Philharmonic, will give the 
keynote address. 

T H I S  W E E K
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S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
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S E E  Y O U  I N  S E P T E M B E R
This is the last issue of  The Rider News 
for the 2014 spring semester. The next 
print edition will come out on the first 
day of  classes, Sept. 3. 

The search continues for Rider alumnus
A Rider journalism graduate from the Class of 1980 

was reported missing in January after he went for a 
walk and never returned to his home.

David Bird, 55, from Long Hill Township went out in 
his neighborhood on Jan. 11 at 4:30 p.m. and has not 
been seen since. Bird left without his liver medication, 
which he is required to take twice a day for his liver 
transplant, and told his wife he would return.

“Without speculating, there is no current informa-
tion to assume the reason for his disappearance had 
any certain course of action, whether it is from his 
own free will, or the actions of others, an accidental 
occurrence, or an act of nature,” said the Long Hill 
Police Department on its Facebook page.

Bird has been a journalist for the Wall Street Journal 
for more than 20 years. He is a dedicated family man 
and the leader of the Boy Scouts in his neighborhood. 
Since Bird went missing, his family has continued the 
search for him.

“The police are continuing their investigation of 
his disappearance,” said Kathy Bird, David’s sister. 
“Anyone with any knowledge of his whereabouts is 
encouraged to contact the Long Hill Township Police 
Department.” 

The Bird family is “deeply grateful to the Long 
Hill Township Police Department and the New 
Jersey Search and Rescue,” said Kathy Bird. “The 

organization’s trained volunteers joined the search on 
March 25.”   

The Long Hill Police Department says that it is 
unclear whether David Bird left intentionally.

“We are overwhelmed by the kindness of our com-
munity,” said Nancy Fleming Bird, David’s wife, in a 
statement. “We are hopeful that David will be found 
and we continue to pray for courage and strength.” 

    
           - Alyssa Naimoli

Criminal redecorator 
     Was the feng shui off? On 
April 25, a female staff member 
reported at 8:40 a.m. that fur-
niture in a Sweigart Hall board-
room had been moved from 
its regular position and pushed 
up against the walls. There are 
no suspects as to who moved 
the furniture, as it is particu-
larly heavy, according to Public 
Safety. This is not the first time 
that this type of incident has 
occurred in Sweigart Hall. 

Sticky fingers
     Maybe they were just 
thirsty?  On April 27, Pub-
lic Safety was dispatched to 
Cranberry’s at 11:30 p.m., after 
a male staff member reported 
seeing four students stealing 
drinks and placing them in a 
backpack. When he confronted 
the students, they initially 
denied stealing anything. When 
he said he would report the 
incident to Public Safety, the 
students returned the stolen 
items. Public Safety has identi-
fied the suspects, but the inves-
tigation is still ongoing.  

Smoke alarm
     Someone needs to tell the 
mulch that smoking is bad for 
its health. On April 24, a stu-
dent informed Public Safety of-
ficers of a fire outside of Daly’s 
Dining Hall while they were out 
performing a Park, Walk and 
Talk patrol. The officers ar-
rived on the scene at 1:20 a.m., 
where they found a mulch bed 
smoking, but no visible fire. The 
smoke was coming from a ciga-
rette butt lying in the mulch. An 
officer used water from a bottle 
to stop the smolder, and the in-
cident was taken care of within 
two minutes. 

Don't trash it. 

Clothing and shoe collection 
boxes will be placed in 
EVERY residence hall between

May 5th - May 19th 

        pants, dresses, wallets, belts, socks, scarves,  
        ties, undergarments, bathing suits, shirts, 
      sweaters, light weight coats, linens, towels, sheets, 
curtains and bedding, bags, purses, backpacks, totes, 
duffle bags, all men’s, women’s and kids shoes: athletic 
shoes, dress shoes, sandals, clogs, dress boots, cleats, 
flats, loafers, heels, work boots

What’s accepted?

  

Recycle it.
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Former classmates Marie Power-Barnes and David Bird listen 
to a class lecture while on a Rider trip to London in 1980. 

A Note from Public Saftey
Public Safety asks that students 
clear out their belongings before 
leaving campus. Students can 
notify Public Safety when moving 
out of their residence hall so they 
can double-park and not be 
ticketed. Public Safety hopes 
students will have a safe and 
enjoyable summer, 
and congratulates 
this year’s 
graduates!

N E W S  B R I E F
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By Casey Gale

THE sound of  Pharrell Williams’ hit “Happy” could 
be heard echoing through the campus, as students 
and faculty sang and danced as stars in their own 
music video on April 22. 

A crowd of  about 100 convened outside of  
Cranberry’s to combat The Princeton Review’s assess-
ment of  Rider University, which ranked the school 
18th on a list of  least happy college students in the 
2014 Best 376 Colleges.

Laura Seplaki, associate director of  the Center 
for Leadership Skills and director of  the Leadership 
Development Program, spearheaded the event after 
being shocked by the report. 

“When I read that, I sat there and thought, ‘That 
can’t be true,’” she said. “I feel like there are so 
many positive connections that people have here on 
campus.”

Seplaki decided in March that she wanted to 
organize an event that would prove that Rider is a 
happy campus. The rising popularity of  “Happy” and 
the unhappy Princeton Review ranking happened at the 
perfect time, she said. 

“It just seemed like a happy marriage — like some-
thing that was just meant to be,” said Seplaki.  

Among the notable attendees were the Rider 
Bronc, Magic Mike and the Rider Dance Ensemble. 
Students were encouraged to wear shirts that repre-
sented their clubs and organizations.

 Blaine DeAngelis, a sophomore business major 
and member of  the External Communications 
Committee for the Leadership Development Program, 
helped organize the event. DeAngelis said she felt the 
“Happy” music video was a good way to rally school 
spirit at the end of  the semester. 

“It’s important for everyone to get together and 

celebrate what a great school we have,” she said. “I 
don’t think people realize how happy everybody actu-
ally is until they have a reason to show that they are 
happy.”

In the week leading up to the video shoot, the 
Leadership Development Program students banded 
together to help promote a happy atmosphere on 
campus. The students performed random acts of  
kindness, such as leaving inspiring notes, befriending 
someone new or attending an event in support of  a 
fellow classmate. 

Louis Chetbar, a graduate accounting major, hopes 
that the video will show potential students that the 

campus is a positive environment.  
“In the video, we are demonstrating our commit-

ment to Rider pride, enjoying the opportunity to be 
here and showing others who are not as familiar with 
Rider that we are a happy institution that they should 
join,” he said. 

The Rider University Network shot and will be 
editing the video, which will be ready for viewing on 
Youtube.

‘Happy’ faces take aim at  Princeton Review
News

Jim Vasil, a senior radio/TV major with the Rider University Network, videos the crowd of  ‘Happy’ dancers. Following him is Deanna 
Doyon, a junior secondary education major and member of the Rider Dance Ensemble.

Westminster Choir for 33 years. He 
retired in 2004, but continues as an 
emeritus member of  the Westminster 
faculty and conductor laureate. A 
Musical America’s 2004 Conductor of  the 
Year, he served as artistic director for 
choral activities for the Festival of  Two 
Worlds in Spoleto, Italy, from 1971-
93, and the Spoleto Festival USA from 
1977 until 2013. 

Though WCC will not have a 
student commencement speaker, the 
Lawrenceville ceremonies will present 
two student speakers. The undergradu-
ate speaker will be Michael Musso, and 
the speaker for graduate and College of  
Continuing Studies (CCS) commence-
ment will be Eugene Marsh. 

Musso, a history major, served as 
a delegate on Rider’s Model United 
Nations team in 2014, and was a 
Commuter Representative for the 
Student Senate from 2012-14. He 
was awarded Gary A. Carskaddan 
History Prize, and was also a member 
of  the Phi Alpha Theta history honors 
society and the Omicron Delta Kappa 
National Leadership honors society.

Marsh, a liberal studies major and 
decorated Vietnam veteran, was the 
first African-American to integrate into 
an all-white high school in 1965. The 
president and CEO of  Construction 
Project Management Services Inc., 
he has recieved many acknowledge-
ments in the community, such as the 
One Hundred Black Men of  America 
President’s Award in 2012, and the 
Buffalo Soldier Medal at Rider in 2013.

After transferring to Rider in 2010 
from Mercer County Community 
College, he said he found himself  
struggling.

“I felt that this was the right place 
for me as an older student who wanted 
to continue an education, and also use 

the resources that were available to me 
here,” he said.“Little did I know when 
I came here how difficult it was. I felt 
that I was not prepared for courses on 
a university level. At one point, I was 
depressed, consumed with the idea that 
I was going to fail, and I was going to 
drop out.”

Marsh sought out the assistance 
of  the Student Success Center, which 
helped get his grades back on track. 

“They transformed my whole aca-
demic career,” he said.

Marsh said he called upon his past 
obstacles to write a meaningful com-
mencement speech. 

“The speech that I wrote talks about 
a young man such as myself, who had 
all of  the obstacles that could be put 
before you, and I was able to mount up 
a strategy to overcome them, notwith-
standing the fact that I failed, but I also 
came back because of  my motivation,” 
he said.

Lawrenceville campus logistics
The graduate and CCS ceremony 

will be held on May 15, with a precs-
sion beginning at 5 p.m. The under-
graduate ceremony will be held on May 
16, with the procession beginning at 
9:30 a.m. The ceremonies will be held 
on the Campus Green or in Alumni 
Gym, depending on the weather. A 
decision will be made three hours 
before the ceremony begins. 

Students and guests will not need 
tickets if  the ceremonies are held on 
the Campus Green. Because of  seating 
capacity limitations, all guests will need 
a ticket for entrance into Alumni Gym, 
where seating will be available on a 
first-come, first-served basis if  weather 
is poor. Graduates receive rain tickets 
for guests when they pick up their cap 
and gown. Students participating in the 

graduate and CCS ceremony receive 
five tickets, while undergraduate stu-
dents will receive two tickets. 

A rehearsal will not be held prior to 
the event. Graduates should arrive at 
the Bart Luedeke Center Cavalla Room 
an hour and a half  before the begin-
ning of  the ceremony, where they can 
check in with marshals, who will assist 
in robing and lining up for procession. 
If  weather conditions are poor, stu-
dents will meet to robe on the Student 
Recreation Center courts. 

Graduates are seated with their 
college in alphabetical order by last 
name. A reader card system will be 
used to ensure that the correct name is 
used as the graduate crosses the stage, 
so students are asked to be sure not to 
lose the reader card that the marshals’ 
assistant will provide. 

Students can expect traffic in the 
area and on campus, so they should 
allow extra time for travel. Rider 
Public Safety officers and the Lawrence 
Township Police Department will be on 
hand to help pedestrians and assist with 
parking. 

Due to the high volume of  guests, 
traffic will be slow-moving on campus. 
Guests and graduates with special 
needs, handicap placards and mobility 
issues may park in the visitors parking 
lot. Golf  cart transportation will be 
provided to take guests from the park-
ing lot to the ceremony site. 

After the ceremonies, graduates and 
guests may attend a reception in the 
Cavalla Room, where beverages and 
desserts will be served. 

Westminster campus logistics
Rehearsal for the ceremony will 

take place May 16 at the Princeton 
University Chapel from 1-6 p.m. The 
WCC Commencement ceremony will 

be held at the Princeton University 
Chapel on May 17. Pre-ceremony 
music begins at 9:45 a.m., and the cer-
emony begins at 10:30 a.m. A rehearsal 
will not be held prior to the event.

WCC students will receive six tickets 
for guests.

It is suggested that families park on 
the Westminster campus and walk to 
the Princeton University Chapel, or 
park in the municipal lot on Spring 
Street in Princeton.

There will not be food provided for 
attendees during or after the WCC 
ceremony.  Those who wish to dine out 
following the ceremonies should make 
reservations. 

Attire
Students who have not yet received 

their cap and gown must do so before 
May 2 in the Office of  the President, 
on the ground floor of  Moore Library, 
between 8:30 a.m. and 5 p.m. To elimi-
nate wrinkles, students should hang up 
their gowns, steam them or even turn 
them inside out and iron them. The 
gowns are eco-friendly and made from 
100 percent post-consumer recycled 
plastic bottles. Approximately 23 bottles 
are used to make each gown. Caps and 
gowns do not need to be returned.

As there will be times when those 
attending ceremonies on the Rider 
campus will need to walk through grass, 
high heels are not suggested. 

The ceremonies will be broad-
cast on 107.7 FM and webcast 
at www.1077thebronc.com. Live 
video streaming of  the event can 
also be viewed on www.rider.edu/
commencement.

Graduation
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1
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By Christopher Brooks

CONSTRUCTION on the 
new academic complex 
called The Marion 
Buckelew Cullen Center 

at Westminster Choir College 
(WCC) is starting to wrap up. 
The 12,000-square-foot build-
ing will be ready for the Fall 
2014 semester.

“It’s starting to look like 
a real building now,” said 
Associate Vice President 
of  Facilities Mike Reca. 
“We’re in the home stretch, 
now and we are feeling 
very good about where we 
are.”

The new building will 
contain two classrooms with 
maximum occupancies of  45 
students each, a seminar room 
for 16 students and the Hillman 
Performance Hall, which can 
house the entire symphonic 
choir and nearly 250 perform-
ers, according to Reca. In addi-
tion, the building will be located 
next to The Playhouse, creating a 
quadrangle with a courtyard for 
outdoor events.

“The Cullen Center is the first 
new building on the Princeton 
campus in 40 years,” WCC Dean 
Robert L. Annis said. “It will 
provide state-of-the-art teaching, 
rehearsal and recital spaces and 
will connect to the multi-purpose 
Playhouse building.”

The Cullen Center will also 
join the list of  Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED)-certified buildings at 
Rider. LEED uses a point system 

to assess each building based on 
environmentally friendly aspects. 
Points are given if  the construction 
of  the building does not disrupt 
the surrounding natural habitat, or 
if  the building materials are reused 
and recycled. 

According to Reca, the new 
academic complex will achieve a 
silver certification, which Rider 
considers the university standard, 
joining the gold-certified North 
Hall and the silver-certified West 
Village. 

Construction of  the Cullen 
Center, which began in July 2013, 
has been “a very smooth project,” 
according to Reca — except for 
one thing, the harsh winter. The 
construction contract only allows 
for so many days of  inclement 
weather, which the crew exceeded, 
but Reca is adamant that 

everything will be ready.
“I’m fully confident that every-

thing will be taken care of  and we 
will be teaching the first day of  
classes in the new environment,” 
he said. “We will have some type 
of  certificate of  occupancy by the 
second week of  August.”

The construction crew is cur-
rently finishing the brick work on 
the outside, and will soon move 
to the interior walls and electrical 
systems. Following the completion 
of  the interior, the workers will 
begin to furnish the building and 
test the heating and air condition-
ing. The last step will be to clean 
up the construction and prepare 
the site for landscaping. 

“It’s been a very collaborative 
effort,” Reca said. “The support 
we have been getting from the 
WCC community is outstanding.” 

Coming attraction: Cullen Center

Getting the ‘dirt’ 
on human origins
By Amanda Ehlers

MUD from the bottom of  a lake in Africa may 
reveal information about the ancestors of  
modern humans, according to a professor of  
earth science from Syracuse University who 

spoke to Rider students on April 25.
In the last Geologic, Environmental and Marine 

Sciences (GEMS) seminar of  the year, Dr. Christopher 
Scholz explained the results of  his work studying cli-
mate variations dating back to approximately 60,000 
years ago, and their effect on the expansion of  early 
human populations. 

He discussed his discoveries from scientific drilling 
in East Africa’s Great Rift Valley.

“What we know about our direct ancestors is 
extremely fragmentary,” said Scholz. 

 Scholz spoke on behalf  of  the GeoPrisms pro-
gram, which focuses on comparing and contrasting 
the ancient rift basins of  North America with the 
active rifts developing in Africa. GeoPrisms also offers 
opportunities for students to engage in this research.

“The GeoPrisms program is a 10-year initiative 
that focuses on areas of  research like plate boundary 
subduction zones and rift zones,” said Scholz. 

Scholz has dedicated a majority of  his profes-
sional career to researching in Africa at locations 
such as Lake Malawi. He focused his discussion on 
Tanzania and Kenya, specifically the drilling his team 
did in Lake Malawi, on the east side of  Africa located 
between Malawi, Mozambique and Tanzania.

Dr. Reed Schwimmer, associate professor of  geo-
logical and marine Sciences, said Scholz’s research 
was well-documented and interesting.

“Dr. Scholz showed how the evolution of  human 
ancestors was not influenced simply by a changing 
climate, but more specifically on the variability and 

rate of  climate change,” he said.
Setting out on a month-long journey the scientists 

were able to take multiple samples of  mud from the 
sea floor. The mud was distributed and now resides in 
the Minneapolis National Core Repository. 

“We do some non-invasive measurements on the 
samples to measure the density, the magnetic prop-
erties, and the sound propagating properties of  the 
mud,” said Scholz. 

These samples help Scholz by ultimatley providing 
information about changes in climate.

Such investigations have allowed scientists to learn 
more about human ancestry in Africa, where humans 
are believed to have originated.

“It was really informative and his experiences 
were so interesting,” said Larissa DeScala, a fresh-
man elementary education and integrated science and 
math major.

News

Dr. Christopher Scholz speaks to students  about the origin of 
human ancestors and variability of climate change.

Rider to help host
Special Olympics
By Sarah Bergen

THOUSANDS of  athletes and spectators will 
flock to New Jersey this summer, and Rider 
will play a huge part in the 2014 Special 
Olympics’ USA Games. 

The games will play out all over Mercer 
County, in locations including Rider, Princeton 
University and The College of  New Jersey. The 
event will kick off  on June 15 with an opening 
ceremony at Prudential Center in Newark.

Rider’s residence halls will house about half  of  
the athletes, who are traveling from all over the 
country. Also, several games, including men’s and 
women’s basketball and volleyball, will be played 
on Rider’s campus. Basketball will take over 
Alumni Gym and the volleyball competition will 
be held in the Student Recreation Center.

On June 14, the Cessna Aircraft Co. will drop 
off  Special Olympic athletes every 90 seconds at 
Mercer County Airport. An estimated 84,500 ath-
letes, coaches, volunteers and spectators will travel 
to Mercer County for the events, which is taking 
place June 15-20.

Cessna has a history of  volunteering to trans-
port the athletes, and will fly in over 800 athletes 
and coaches from all over the country. This will 
be the seventh time that the company has volun-
teered its fuel and resources to the games.

The USA Special Olympic Games are held 
every four years and include athletes from 52 pro-
grams. Adults and children with intellectual dis-
abilities are provided with opportunities to develop 
confidence and teamwork skills each year. 

Competitive sporting events, ceremonies, edu-
cational sessions, and entertainment will promote 
respect for and acceptance of  people with intellec-
tual disabilities. Some events include an introduc-
tion to the games for new athletes, who range from 
age 2 to 7; boardwalk-themed amusement and 
activities, and even a youth leadership initiative.

The 2014 Special Olympics will end with a 
closing ceremony on June 20.

President Mordechai Rozanski is delighted with 
Rider’s role as host. 

“I know I speak on behalf  of  everyone at the 
university when I say we are so excited to wel-
come these extraordinary athletes to our campus 
in June,” he said. “It will be a remarkable week 
of  celebration, competition and triumph for these 
individuals who have worked so hard to accom-
plish their goals of  becoming a Special Olympic 
athlete.”

SUCCESS STARTS HERESUCCESS STARTS HERE

 C O U N T Y C O L L E G E
MIDDLESEX

www.middlesexcc.eduwww.middlesexcc.edu

Summer 2014Summer 2014
Earn 3 or more credits 

4 Start Dates:
 • May 20 • June 16
	 • July 7 • July 14

Convenient summer courses:
•	 To	complete	your	degree	early
•	 For	transferable	credits
•	 To	use	your	time	wisely
•	 To	save	money
•	 To	start	college	now

#51 Summer Session Ad - University of Maryland 3.333x5.indd   1 4/15/14   1:46 PM

The Cullen Center at Westminster Choir College will be completed for the Fall 2014 semester.
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2nd Annual

FREE	  FOOD	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FREE	  GIVEAWAYS	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  FREE	  ART	  
!

AND	  SO	  MUCH	  MORE!

May 2nd 
Festival

	  	  WHAT	  TO	  SEE:	  
Rider	  Dance	  Ensemble	  Presents	  Wherever	  You	  Will	  Go	  

ArtPath:	  A	  Visual	  Art	  Exhibit	  	  	  	  	  Rid-‐iculous!	  Improv	  Comedy	  	  	  
B-‐Sides,	  a	  play	  by	  Kevin	  Daniels	  	  	  	  	  A	  Capella	  groups	  ’Til	  Further	  Notes	  &	  Rider	  Vibes	  	  	  

	  WHAT	  TO	  DO:	  
Style	  Your	  Sole	  	  	  	  	  Mosaic	  Project	  	  	  	  	  Tie	  Dye	  ArtBeast	  T-‐shirt	  

Paint	  the	  Bod:	  Male	  EdiRon	  	  	  	  	  Photo	  Booth	  with	  ArRe	  the	  Bronc	  
!

@ArtBeastRU

Fine Arts Terrace   

3:30pm-12am
Campus Mall  

11:30am-1pm
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The 
of life and dreams
By Tara DeLorenzo

WHAT happens when you’ve 
gotten everything you could 
ever dream of  — and success 
becomes hollow because 

there’s no one left to share it with? Mer-
rily We Roll Along looked into that prob-
lem as it took the stage of  the Yvonne 
Theater April 23-27. 

This Stephen Sondheim musical 
was directed by assistant professor of  
performing arts Nathan Hurwitz. The 
musical travels backwards through the 
life of  Franklin Shepard (sophomore 
Colby Dezelick), a gifted composer who 
works to become a Hollywood pro-
ducer, while losing his most treasured 
friends and ideals in the process. 

Dezelick stepped into a role that 
seemed made for him as he took the 
stage as Frank. The first scene trans-
ports the audience to 1976 at a party 
thrown in honor of  Frank’s new movie. 
Everyone is commending him for his 
success and wonderful demeanor, yet 
it seems no one truly cares for Frank. 
That is, no one except his oldest friend 
Mary Flynn (sophomore Emma Rose 
Brooks), who has turned into a bitter 
alcoholic, and his wife Gussie Carnegie 
(senior Carolina Sanchez), who is a 
scornful and vain Broadway star. 

Franklin seems to have everything 
anyone could ever want, but his life 
turns out to be nothing but empty, 
as everyone uncaringly flutters by. 
Dezelick captured the raw hatred that 
Frank has developed for his life and was 
able to depict a man drowning in the 
dream he thought he wanted. 

The play then moves back to 1973 
and Frank’s partner, Charley Kringas 
(sophomore Matthew Fairlee) is 
introduced. The two are in the NBC 
Studio doing an on-air interview when 
Charley, fed up with Frank’s busy life-
style, attacks Frank through lyrics. 

The song “Franklin Shepard, Inc.” 
is one of  the many standouts from the 
musical. Fairlee did an extraordinary 

job of  capturing his character’s emo-
tions in a frantic, fast-paced song that 
represents Charley’s breaking point. 
He is on a blind rant as the song goes 
on, explaining how all Frank has been 
doing is putting everyone in his life 
on hold, as he climbs the ladder to his 
shallow success. The conclusion of  the 
song, as Charley is faced with what he 
just did and Frank gives his two cents, 
is where Fairlee and Dezelick shined. 
Both were so honest and powerful in 
their emotions — Fairlee playing a 
man immediately filled with regret 
and Dezelick portraying a man with 
wounded pride.

From there, the play moves to 1968 
and shows one of  the first major shifts 
that pushes Frank’s dream off-track. 
Upon Frank’s arrival, he is surprised 
by Mary and Charley, and the audi-
ence is presented with another show-
stopping number with the song “Old 
Friends.” Dezelick, Brooks and Fairlee 
harmonized wonderfully and were 
able to portray the playfulness that was 
required for the song. Brooks had won-
derful range throughout the song and 
Dezelick had strength and grace behind 
his every movement. 

The playful nature of  the scene 
shifted with the entrance of  Gussie. 
Sanchez did a fantastic job of  capturing 
the star quality behind her character. 
Gussie is superficial and materialistic. 
She knows she is a star and expects to 
be treated as such. Sanchez became 
that alluring star as her character 
makes Frank choose between her and 
his friends. Dezelick gave his charac-
ter such depth, as Frank is no longer 
the power-hungry man from previ-
ous scenes, but instead just a dreamer, 
wistfully searching for the right move. 
Dezelick’s goose-bump-inspiring sing-
ing voice stood out in his section of  
“Growing Up,” where his internal 
conflict becomes clear.

The play further breaks down 
through Frank’s bitter divorce with 

Beth (sophomore Lilli Babb), where 
Dezelick transformed his character into 
a man in turmoil because his lifestyle 
destroyed his family. Babb was incred-
ibly relatable as Beth, as she leaves 
Frank, even though it breaks her heart. 

Time further regresses to show 
Charley and Frank’s first opening night 
and their humble modesty. Fairlee and 
Dezelick both depicted such exuberant 
happiness in the scene, making every-
one in the audience want to root for 
these characters, even after seeing how 
far they had fallen from their dreams. 
Fairlee had a great quality to his voice 
and Dezelick had a raw honesty behind 
his want to succeed. 

The play follows the first celebrity 
party that Charley, Frank, Beth and 
Mary attend, hosted by Gussie and 
her husband, Broadway producer Joe 
Josephson (junior Travis Przybylski). 
Here it is revealed what fame has done 
to Gussie, as the audience discovers 
that she changed everything about her 
appearance so she could make it into 
the spotlight. Again, Sanchez shined in 
the role with her regal attitude. 

The musical also looked into Frank’s 
wedding day, where the standout of  
the scene was Mary. With Brook’s 
portrayal,  the audience became teary-
eyed, as she played the role of  a woman 
watching the man she loves marry 
someone else. Her singing in “Not 
A Day Goes By (reprise)” was heart-
breakingly beautiful and stood in con-
trast to that of  Dezelick’s and Babb’s.

Time reverses so far as to look at 
the day Frank and Charley met Mary 
— the day they decided to become 
partners. This final scene took place 
in 1957, almost 20 years prior to the 
opening scene. Instead of  a lavish party, 
it is on the rooftop of  an apartment 
building. Here it shows the dreams that 
Frank and Charley had: with Frank as 
composer and Charley as writer, they 
were going to take Broadway by storm. 

The partnership and chemistry 
between Fairlee and Dezelick was 
perfectly cast. Fairlee was able to add a 
great touch of  humor to the scene and 
create a version of  Charley that was 
strong and humble. Dezelick was able 
to capture the wonder of  young Frank.

Each transition of  the years was 
done through the singing by the ensem-
ble accompanied by newspaper clip-
pings and pictures of  the cast projected 
to the stage to show how the characters 
changed. The sets were intricately done 
to range from lavish parties to a simple 
apartment to a downtown club. 

The play looks at the power of  
dreams versus reality. It is a cautionary 
tale of  understanding desires and ambi-
tions and how, sometimes, things can go 
astray. Between the talented ensemble 
and the outstanding leads, the audience 
was able to see how crazy life can get. 

Merrily We Roll Along is a reminder 
of  how easily we can get caught up in 
life and how even if  all of  our dreams 
come true, success is nothing without 
people to share it with. 

 

After an interview gone bad, a humiliated Franklin (sophomore Colby Dezelick) punches Charley 
(junior Matthew Fairlee), who he feels has betrayed him. 
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Cast
Franklin Shepard Colby Dezelick, sophomore
Charley Kringas Matthew Fairlee, junior
Mary Flynn Emma Rose Brooks, sophomore
Meg Diana Cooper, senior
Gussie Carnegie Carolina Sanchez, senior
TV Newsman Peter Petrino, sophomore
TV Newswoman Chrissy Hartzell, junior
Joe Josephson Travis Przybylski, sophomore
Judge & Minister Rajeer Alford, junior
Photographer Kevin Corkum, sophomore
Beth Spencer Lilli Babb, sophomore
Mr. Spencer Cody Cooley, sophomore
Mrs. Spencer Ally Hern, junior
Ted (pianist) Andres Feliz, junior
Terry Eric Dann, sophomore 
Jerome Ethan Levy, junior
Evelyn Chrissy Cody, senior
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RDE show says 
goodbye to seniors
By Rena Carmen

THE Rider Dance Ensemble (RDE) will be closing 
out the spring semester with RDE Presents: Wherever 
You Will Go.

The show will open in the Yvonne Theater 
on May 2 at 7:30 p.m. and May 4 at 12:30 p.m. and 5 
p.m., and will be a part of  this year’s ArtsBeast Festival. 

After the theme, which is the show’s namesake, was 
picked and voted on, the dancing began. According to 
Deanna Doyon, a junior secondary education major 
and treasurer of  RDE, the theme this year was named 
after one of  the dances put to the song “Wherever You 
Will Go.” 

“I think that, as an organization, this theme is defi-
nitely bittersweet,” said Doyon. “We are losing so many 
wonderful seniors, but they know that we will always be 
there for them, wherever they go.”

The ensemble has been working on choreography 
and rehearsing since February.

“We’ve been practicing weekly for multiple hours 
to make sure we can put on the best show yet,” said 
Ashley Miller, junior elementary education major and 
president of  RDE.

The show will present 27 routines of  different dance 
styles, including contemporary, hip-hop, jazz and tap. 

“This show, like all of  our shows, really means every-
thing to us,” said Doyon. “We work so incredibly hard 
as performers and choreographers to create dances that 
will not only be entertaining, but dances that people will 
be able to relate to on a deeper level.”

A standout number to look forward to will be junior 
journalism major J’na Jefferson’s dance, dedicated to 
her mother, which was performed at Relay for Life and 
was “absolutely touching,” according to Doyon.  
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Another dance to anticipate is senior business eco-

nomics major Becky MacLeon’s Beyoncé mash-up that 
will “definitely be something you don’t want to miss,” 
according to Doyon. MacLeon has shown the “utmost 
dedication to RDE” and will be graduating this year, 
after many years of  bringing “some of  the best and 
most intricate” hip-hop pieces to the RDE shows.

MacLeon is just one of  the many graduating seniors 
this spring to whom this show pays tribute.

“This show will stand out because we have several 
new choreographers showcasing their fun new styles in 
this show,” said Doyon. “The pieces themselves have a 
wide range between styles, paces and messages.” 

This year, proceeds from the show will be donated to 
the Shriners Hospital for Children. The hospital “spe-
cializes in pediatric orthopedic, burn, spinal cord injury 
and cleft lip and palate care for children,” according to 
Doyon. 

“We actually chose this particular hospital because 
one of  our members went there as a young child,” 
Doyon said. “She would not be walking, let alone danc-
ing, if  it wasn’t for Shriners, so we wanted to help her 
give back to them.”

Admission to the show is free and donations for the 
Shriners Hospital for Children will be accepted upon 
entrance.

 

Earn your Master of Labor &  
Employment Relations at  
Rutgers University 
 

 

Rutgers is one of the preeminent  
comprehensive public institutions of 
higher education in the country. 
 

 Affordable in-state tuition. 
 

 Small class sizes. 
 

 Conveniently located and with easy  
access to New York and Philadelphia. 

 
IT’S REAL.  IT’S NOW. 

 
NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR    

SUMMER AND FALL 2014!SUMMER AND FALL 2014!SUMMER AND FALL 2014!   

 

STUDY WORK. 
VALUE PEOPLE. 
LEAD CHANGE. 
 
Advance your career through our nationally-recognized, student-
centered master’s program in Labor and Employment Relations. 
 

Explore exciting, contemporary issues such as:  

 

 Managing people and organizational change 
 New strategies for social movements and unions 
 Workforce issues in a global economy 
 Public policy to address workplace issues 
 Corporate & government employment relations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact: 
Sattik Deb, Director of Student Services 
sdeb@work.rutgers.edu 
(848) 932-0303 
 
Visit us at smlr.rutgers.edu/mler 
 

 
   

And the winner of Greek 
Week Lip-Sync is...
Greek Lip-Sync concluded in victories for the Delta Phi 
Epsilon sorority and the Sigma Phi Epsilon fraternity. 
Above, the sisters of Phi Sigma Sigma, seniors Tara Ihnken, 
left,  Ashley Levins and Amanda Anderson, show their 
sorority’s superhero-themed skit. 
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RDE performers have been rehearsing since February for their 
upcoming show RDE Presents: Wherever You Will Go.
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By Danielle Gittleman

SOME Rider students have a passion 
for dance, and, consequently, never 
stop dancing. For the first time, 
Rider held an Emerging Chore-

ographers competition to find some of  
the best choreographers out there today. 
The result will be the Emerging Cho-
reographers Showcase of  the winning 
dances on May 3. 

The competition was open to aspir-
ing young choreographers from all over 
the world. After receiving more than 
50 applications, the search was nar-
rowed down to 20 finalists who came 
to Rider along with their dancers to 
audition in January. The auditions took 
place in front of  a panel of  famous 
dancers and choreographers, includ-
ing Edward Villella, former principal 
dancer with the New York City Ballet; 
Douglas Martin, artistic director of  
The American Repertory Ballet; Dr. 
Kimberly Chandler Vaccaro, assis-
tant professor of  dance; and Kerry 
Gallagher Rowan, curator of  The 
American Dance Legacy Institute. 

After some intense competition, the 
judges offered critique and feedback 
to each dancer and then narrowed the 
dances down to six finalists, who will 
have their dances performed in the 
May showcase. 

“Whittling to the chosen six was a 
little bit more difficult, but we were 
really looking at what would chal-
lenge our dancers at Rider the most, 
what was most suitable and what ideas 
were the most developed and the most 

complete,” explained Vaccaro.
The six final choreographers include 

Ted Thomas and Frances Ortiz, of  
Thomas and Ortiz Dance; Alyssa 
Derling, of  Derling Dance Arts; Nicole 
Bugge, of  Bugge Ballet; Alyson Laury, 
of  Alyson Laury Dance Co.; Robert 
Mark Burke; and Jillian Davis.

 “The dynamic between the cho-
reographers and the panel was far 
more exciting and interesting then 

we had anticipated,” said Pamela 
Mingle, associate director of  University 
Advancement. “There were some great 
conversations that happened about cre-
ating dance and creating art. It really 
exceeded our expectations.”

This was the first year that the com-
petition was held at Rider and it was a 
great experience for the university and 
the participating choreographers. 

“It was fantastic inviting all of  these 

wonderful dancers and choreographers 
to our campus,” said Vaccaro. “The 
energy was amazing and they were so 
responsive. There was so much talent 
and so much excitement that this was 
happening in our area.”

The showcase is set to take place 
at the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) 
Theater on May 3 at 7:30 p.m., and is 
open to Rider students as well as the 
general public. Once all of  the perfor-
mances conclude, one of  the six chore-
ographers will be chosen to have his or 
her piece performed in next year’s Rider 
Dances. 

Before the showcase, Villella will 
teach a master class for Rider dance 
majors, choreographers and dancers, 
according to Mingle. 

“It’s a really unique opportunity for 
our dance majors to take a class with 
someone that’s at the top of  the field, 
and, at the same time, be exposed to 
these professional dancers and chore-
ographers and that work ethic,” said 
Mingle.

After the performance, Villella, 
along with some of  the other members 
of  the panel of  judges, will hold an 
open discussion about the choreogra-
phers and their dancers for all of  the 
audience to participate in. 

The competition was very success-
ful and Rider is hoping to make this an 
annual event. 

The performances begin at 7:30 
p.m. in the BLC Theater. Tickets are 
$20 for adults and $10 for students and 
senior citizens. 

P R E V I E W

Winning choreographers showcase young talent 

Dancers perform their choreography in front of a panel of judges during the audition round in January. 
Six dances were chosen for the May 3 showcase.
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By Alyssa Naimoli

A SWEET competition brought a plethora of  
delicious desserts to Daly’s Dining Hall as 
the finalists of  Dessert Wars took on their last 
competition. The desserts were a special treat for 

students and an even greater experience for the bakers.
The three finalists competed on April 24 as they 

each scrambled to serve their desserts to hungry 
students. Each finalist had his or her own station in 
which to put finishing touches and serve desserts while 
interacting with diners.

Each of  the three finalists made sweet treats from 
a list of  required ingredients. The unique blend of  
flavors gave the pastries a strangely delectable appeal.

Junior advertising major Leonora Paul’s 
Lemongrass Glazed Apple Cake took the first prize 
for the night. The delicious apple cake was the per-
fect combination of  lemongrass, apple and almond 
flavoring.

“I’ve loved baking since I was a little girl, and I 
used to make a lot of  lemon and almond cakes from 
scratch,” said Paul. “Just recently I’ve been making 
apple pies, so I thought the combination of  the three 
flavors in one dessert would work well together and 
complement each other.”

Sophomore marketing major Pauline Ybañez’s 
Chocolate Piggy attracted dozens of  students to the 
line in hopes they could get a bite of  the tasty choco-
late treat.

“It’s a moist chocolate cupcake with a white choco-
late ganache frosting topped with caramelized bacon 
bits and drizzled with dulce de leche,” said Ybañez.

While there was “no crazy inspiration for this 
pretty simple cupcake,” it caused quite a buzz among 

students and the line was continuously refreshed with 
new hungry faces.

Sophomore musical theater major Sarah Carter’s 
Lemon Basil Cupcake was another hit among stu-
dents. The delicate cupcake was the perfect blend of  
lemon and basil in a simple pound cake with tasty 
cream cheese frosting. The cupcake was also “topped 
with lemon zest for a little pizazz,” said Carter.

Each dessert was an original recipe from each of  
the final bakers. There were three required ingredients 
for each dessert; contestants had to pick two basic 
ingredients from lists that included marshmallows 
and chocolate chips as well as one challenge ingredi-
ent from a different list with items such as bacon and 
paprika. 

The finalists were all elated to be bringing their 
desserts to life and serving them to excited students. 
The competition was a sweet treat, and the reward 
was even sweeter.

The prize for first place was a year’s supply of  
cupcakes from Sweetly Spirited Cupcakes, tickets to 
Krewella and two other shows in New York City, along 
with spending money and some Bronc Bucks for the 
upcoming hectic final weeks. There was also a selec-
tion of  five runner-up prizes.

Though the runner-ups get prizes of  their own, 
Ybañez felt that “seeing people enjoy the food I cre-
ated is a reward in and of  itself.”

Though Paul took first place for the night with her 
Lemongrass Glazed Apple Cake, the experience was 
an exciting prize for all three finalists. The hustle and 
bustle of  the kitchen reminded them why they had 
entered the competition to begin with.

“This experience has been very fun, although I 

don’t think I have ever eaten this much cake, apples, 
and lemongrass in my life, but it was worth it,” said 
Paul.

The delicious treat of  a competition was the perfect 
outing as the semester comes to an end. Nothing is 
more rewarding than a good cake, not only for the 
students, but for the bakers as well.

Paul congratulated her runner-ups for creating 
their unique desserts and hopes they will continue to 
be inspired to bake. 

“Just being able to share my love for cooking and 
being challenged by limiting what can go inside our 
desserts excited me about this competition, because 
it caused me to think beyond the usual desserts that 
people hear of  every day,” said Paul. 

R E V I E W

Bakers battle for sweet victory 
in the first-ever Dessert Wars

Junior advertising major Leonora Paul prepares her winning 
Lemongrass Glazed Apple Cake for hungry students.
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By Jessica Vento

THE famous French artist Henri Matisse once said, 
“Creativity takes courage.” Such creativity is present 
at the annual Student Art Exhibition which will be 
open for only one day, May 1. Students will have 

the opportunity to present their artwork from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. The exhibition will take place in the two studios 
where the work was created: Fine Arts 353, the painting 
studio, and Fine Arts 323, the drawing studio. 

This year, as some times in the past, “the show will 
not represent all the classes I teach, but some of  them: 
Fundamentals of  Drawing, Drawing II (which is an 
upper-level drawing class), and Special Topics in Studio: 
Abstraction,” said Professor of  Fine Arts Deborah 
Rosenthal.

This art show has been taking place for about 25 
years. It gathers artwork from the classes taught dur-
ing the academic year. Only students enrolled in these 
studio-art courses may be in the show, since the show is 
meant to represent the work of  the studio-art program.

 “You can expect to see drawings of  still life, land-
scape and the human figure done from a live model, 
both clothed and nude,” said Rosenthal.

Media represented include charcoal, pencil and oils, 
said Rosenthal. “In addition to the [figure] drawings, 
we’ll have drawings and paintings that are abstract — 
based on geometry, on rhythms and motifs that are non-
representational,” she said.

Frances Diaz-Mendoza submitted pencil drawings 
and oil paintings for the art show. A junior, she is a 
double major in fine arts (art concentration) and Russian 
with a minor in Spanish. The artists that she has been 
studying this semester are Henri Matisse, Paul Klee, Piet 
Mondrian and Hans Hoffman. Her favorite thing about 
the show is that she can display all of  her hard work to 
the Rider community.

“In my drawing class, I was really interested in the 

rhythm of  the composition of  my paintings,” said 
Diaz-Mendoza. “I also was inspired by the softer, more 
organic shapes. In my abstraction class, I was working 
with harder structures, and I was interested in using the 
same shapes but in different ways.”

Louis Esposito, junior fine arts major, will be show-
ing his drawings and oil paintings in the exhibit. His 
art ranges from the Drawing II and Special Topics: 

Abstraction classes to his yearlong work for the 
Undergraduate Research Scholar Awards program. 
They vary from being “smaller sketches that are quick 
and basically ideas, whereas others can be pretty large 
oil paintings that have taken months of  time to work 
on,” said Esposito. 

“The show brings us as a program together 
in the university,” said Esposito. “I think it is 

great how people can come in and see the great work 
we’re producing and how serious the work has been.”

Esposito is inspired by the human form and has 
always been interested in figure painting. He admires 
Balthasar Klossowski de Rola, also known as Balthus, a 
20th-century painter, the most, as well as many of  the 
painters who inspired Balthus, himself, such as Gustave 
Courbet, Camille Corot and Piero Della Francesca. He 

also admires artists like Johannes Vermeer, El Greco, 
Louisa Matthíasdóttir, and artists in the Byzantine style.

Sophomore psychology and fine arts double major 
Alyssa Marino’s artwork is inspired by the artists who 
have changed the way the world is perceived, and also 
by the way she sees the world around her. The artists 
who have inspired her are Alberto Giacometti, Wassily 
Kandinsky, Piet Mondrian and Salvador Dalí.

Her work in the art show is mainly focused on figure 
drawing. She used charcoal and pencils to draw from 
a live nude model. She also has submitted work from 
her abstract painting class, which was largely inspired 
by the “colorful fractals of  rose windows,” according to 
Marino.

“My favorite thing about the art show is seeing the 
progress that everyone has made,” said Marino. “The 
best part about being in the art program is seeing the 
technique of  already strong artists develop even more.”

The art show is meant to help students show off  their 
hard work throughout the semester.

“Exhibiting your work when you are an artist is a very 
important part of  your work — paintings and drawings 
belong out where they can be seen and where what they 
have to say gets heard,” said Rosenthal.

Many of  the students involved in the show are 
also the organizers and members of  Rider’s Art 
Society, which sponsored a “wonderful one-day trip to 
Washington, D.C. to go to the National Gallery and 
draw,” according to Rosenthal.

The trip was most beneficial for her development in 
abstraction, according to Diaz-Mendoza. 

“During our time at the National Gallery we went to 
the Byzantine art collection where we saw paintings by 
artists like Duccio and Giotto,” said Diaz-Mendoza.  

Through the exposure to these classic works of  art, 
the students themselves were able to grow as artists. 

“Looking at the Byzantine paintings gave me a better 
understanding of  how color relations work in a paint-
ing. Also, the study of  their compositional ideas, like 
their use of  flat shapes and geometric forms, from the 
drawings I did at the museum helped me in improving 
my own compositions for my abstraction class,” Marino 
agreed.“The trip helped me understand how some of  
the techniques that were used hundreds of  years ago are 
still relevant in painting today.”

This painting, of which a detail is shown here, was created by junior fine arts major and art society president Louis Esposito and will be showcased in the exhibit along with his other works. Junior Sabrina Herbert painted this abstraction which she titled “Living on the Edge.”

P R E V I E W

Highlighting a semester of  students’ creativity and hard work
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Rider digs through 
a year of snowfall
IN the blink of  an eye, another 

school year has flashed by. This 
year was filled with reasons to 
smile and be proud, as well as 

reasons to be somber. This year was 
also filled with many inches of  snow, 
leaving the campus pothole-ridden 
and marked by winter. Now, as the 
semester comes to a close, everyone is 
embracing spring after a cold winter, 
and professors and students alike 
scramble to cram in lessons. Because 
the year sped by so quickly, let’s take 
a trip through the past.

New Year, New Changes
Memorial Hall on the 

Lawrenceville campus was renovated 
to fix noisy air conditioners and 
provide students with some much-
needed peace and quiet. Daly’s 
also revamped its menu and now 
serves dishes with more of  a restau-
rant feel, as opposed to that of  a 
cafeteria. 

Another important change 
arrived with alterations in Rider’s 
alcohol and cyberbullying policies. 
The revised alcohol policy now pro-
hibits any individual under the age 
of  21 from being in the presence of  
alcoholic beverages in any location 
besides the Rider Pub or approved 
events. Rider also took steps to 
strengthen its policy on cyberbully-
ing, broadening its consequences to 
any form of  electronic communica-
tion that is used to intimidate, humil-
iate, threaten, harass or discriminate 
against any individual.

Shows
Rider was successful in displaying 

a host of  excellent shows and pro-
ductions. Plays and musicals such as 
Reasons to be Pretty, Metamorphoses, and 
Our Town played in the Yvonne and 
Bart Luedeke Center Theaters. One 
of  year’s biggest productions came 
with A Chorus Line as it danced and 
sang its way across the BLC Theater 
stage and into the minds and hearts 
of  the audience. Another high point 
came as Kelly Rowland and We 
the Kings visited Rider and per-
formed for students in the Student 
Recreation Center.

Eco-Friendly University 
The past year has been a very 

“green” one for Rider. The Princeton 
Review once again named Rider on 
its list of  green, eco-friendly univer-
sities and colleges. The school also 
began work on the Trigen Plant, 
which will use natural gas as a 
source of  electricity. 

SNAFUs
No school year is complete 

without its share of  complications. 
Students applying for housing were 
faced with multiple glitches in the 
application process when some 
students could choose their rooms 
before their time slots, resulting in 
an elongated process for everyone. 
The year also came with its fair 

share of  flurries as students lost 
nearly a week’s worth of  classes due 
to the harsh winter. 

Awards
Pride was brought to Rider by the 

men’s swimming and diving team, 
and Rider’s Model U.N. team. The 
swimmers and divers were crowned 
champions for the third season in a 
row at the MAAC Championship in 
Buffalo, N.Y. For the sixth consecu-
tive year, Rider’s Model U.N. team, 
representing Indonesia this year, 
received the Outstanding Delegation 
award. 

Goodbyes
Rider University’s President 

Mordechai Rozanski announced 
his plans to retire, going into effect 
July 31, 2015. Dean Robert Annis 
of  the Westminster Choir College 
also announced his retirement, his 
last day at the university being Dec. 
31, 2014. Rider was also faced with 
the loss of  two valued members of  
the science community. Dr. Bruce 
Burnham, professor of  chemistry 
in the Department of  Chemistry, 
Biochemistry and Physics since 
1998, passed away at the age of  
51. Colleen Dillon, an administra-
tive specialist in the Department 
of  Chemistry, Biochemistry and 
Physics, passed away at the age of  
55 of  an aneurysm. The university 
will miss President Rozanski and 
mourns the loss of  these two loved 
members of  the Rider family.  

From winning awards to perform-
ing shows, it is the students who have 
helped create such a memorable 
year. As the end of  this road quickly 
approaches, there are always memo-
ries to look back on and remember. 
Here’s to hoping that the next school 
year will be as memorable as this 
one that is coming to a close. Thanks 
for the memories, and have a won-
derful summer!

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by the 
Opinion Editor, Samantha Sawh. 

Opinion

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

Summer savings 
for thrifty students 
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SUMMER is just 
around the corner, 
and everyone 
seems to be looking 

forward to the long vaca-
tion. But summertime 
also comes with some 
hefty expenses. Hav-
ing fun can be costly! 
How can broke college 
students enjoy summer 
without breaking the 
bank? Here are some 
helpful tips. 

Swimming is a popu-
lar summer pastime, 

but it can be expensive. 
If  you go to a public 
pool, consider investing 
in a season pass to save 
money. In some com-
munities, the public pool 
has one day each week 
when everyone swims 
for free. Finally, be sure 
to take advantage of  
friends who are willing 
to share their pools.

If  you are a beach 
person, there are some 
ways to save. Some 
beaches allow visitors to 

choose whether or not to 
utilize lifeguard sections. 
Opt to sit outside of  the 
monitored areas to save 
some cash, but be sure 
to stay safe by staying 
close to the shore and 
being aware of  rip cur-
rents. You can also start 
your beach day after 5 
p.m., when lifeguards 
and beach tag checkers 
go off  duty. Swimming 
as the sun sets can be a 
pleasant experience.

Going to the beach 
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‘‘There is a good reason they call these ceremonies 
‘commencement exercises.’ Graduation is not the 
end; it’s the beginning.” 
 Orrin HatcH, U.S. SenatOr

AS the year comes to an end and 
warm weather starts to peek 
around the corner, remember 
there are many ways Rider 

students can continue their sustainability 
efforts throughout the summer months.

According to the U.S. Travel Data 
Center, 43 million American travelers 
are “ecologically concerned.” Don’t let 
vacation plans cause you to overlook 
the negative impacts that traveling can 
have on both the environment and local 
communities.

Tourism is one of  the largest indus-
tries in the world, according to the U.S. 
Travel Association, generating $2.1 
billion annually along with 14.9 million 
jobs. Although tourism is an essential 
source of  income for the economy, it is 
also a major contributor to increasing 
greenhouse gases.

“Carbon dioxide emissions gener-
ated directly from the tourism sector 
account today for 5% of  global carbon 
dioxide emissions, but may be higher, 
up to 14%, if  measured as radiative 
forcing; such warming caused by car-
bon dioxide, as well as other green-
house gases,” says the United Nations 
Environment Programme.

There are many ways one can curb 
these negative impacts while traveling. 
The simplest way to start your summer 
off  greener would be to find relaxation 
time without traveling far from home. 
As nice as it would be to travel across 
the world, staying local will reduce 
carbon emissions as well as save college 
students money needed for next year’s 
textbooks. Some of  the greatest places 
to visit during summer months are in 
your own backyard. New Jersey is home 
to some of  the best parks, beaches, 
zoos, museums — you name it.

If  you can’t control your wanderlust 
and long distance travel is the only way 
to go, be sure to offset your carbon 
emissions. Companies like MyClimate, 
Climate Care and Terrapass all offer 
ways to lessen your carbon footprint by 

allowing you to calculate it and view 
energy efficeint alternatives.

When searching for a place to stay 
during your travels, try to choose hotels 
that incorporate sustainable initiatives 
into their business. Look for Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED)-certified hotels. LEED certified 
buildings are rated on how environ-
mentally friendly the design, construc-
tion, operation and maintenance of  the 
building is. 

Let’s face it, experiencing scenic 
views and enjoying a break from school 
are some great aspects of  vacation time, 
but enjoying delicious food and unique 
shopping are often the cherry on top of  
a nice getaway. Don’t get sucked into 
eating or shopping at bigger-industry 
businesses. Buying locally can make a 
huge difference by keeping money in 
the local economy. 

Creating your own sustainable 
vacation isn’t as hard as you think. 
Plan your trip using SustainableTrip.
org. This website enables you to choose 
sustainable hotels in beautiful destina-
tions, while benefiting the environment. 
The hotels, tour operators and other 
businesses found on this site are either 
verified by the Rainforest Alliance, 
certified by third-party programs 
recognized by the Global Sustainable 
Tourism Council or recommended by 
reputable organizations.

As college students, we are all ready 
to set off  on some fun adventures this 
summer. Whether you are flying across 
oceans to study abroad, heading to 
Florida for some time on the beach, 
or opting to enjoy the local Jersey 
Shore, you can make a difference by 
choosing ecotourism. The Office of  
Sustainability hopes you have a safe 
and green summer. 

-Katelyn White
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

later in the day can also eliminate some parking costs, 
depending on the hours of  parking regulation in your 
area. Parking a few streets away and walking is always 
an option that may offer a free spot. A final option for 
those close to the shore is to ride a bike to the beach. 

There are a few things you can do to prevent the 
costly wear and tear that comes with swimming. For 
instance, rinse bathing suits with tap water after a day 
in the sun to prevent sea salt or chlorine from ruining 
the fabric. The life of  your bathing suit is shortened 
when you let it dry with salt or chlorine in it.

If  you have light-colored, fine, or delicate hair, you 
are at risk of  developing a green tint. Spending too 
much time with your hair submerged in pool or ocean 
water can permanently damage your hair, leaving you 
with green pieces or very dry, straw-like hair. You can 
rack up quite a bill at the salon getting this fixed. You 
can prevent this problem by soaking your hair in water 

before you go into the pool or ocean. Because your 
hair is already wet, it can’t absorb any of  the sea or 
pool water, and you are good to go. Keeping a gallon 
container of  water in your car will leave you ready 
to soak your locks, and can also be used to rinse off  
sandy feet at the end of  the day.

If  you are not the swimming type, seeing a movie 
is always a fun activity to do with friends, but don’t 
pay $11 for a movie. Go to a matinée instead: It’s a 
good way to start out the day and it is usually much 
cheaper. Some movie theaters will give you a student 
discount, so keep your Rider ID handy just in case. 

Another way to save money is check out your local 
chamber of  commerce. Whether you are in your 
hometown or on vacation, the chamber of  commerce 
will have information about all the attractions in the 
area. They can tell you about free events such as festi-
vals or concerts, and can provide coupons for restau-
rants, local stores or even movie theaters. 

If  you are looking for cheap airfare, studentuni-
verse.com is a good resource. If  you don’t have the 
cash to hop on a plane, try checking out areas closer 
to home. New Jersey is filled with interesting spots 
including nature reserves, lighthouses and other 

historical sites that could provide an inexpensive day 
of  adventure.

Another easy way to take advantage of  the sun, 
stay fit and save on gas is riding a bike more often. 
If  your place of  work is within biking distance, that 
would be a good way to start.

In order to prevent reckless spending, set up direct 
deposit through your employer. It’s much easier to 
spend money when it’s at hand. Keep that money 
where it belongs — in the bank and away from 
temptation. 

Summer is full of  opportunities to spend money, 
but it is also an excellent opportunity to spend time 
with friends and family, make the most of  your break 
from school, and most of  all, enjoy yourself. You’ve 
earned it!

-Meghan Meehan
Sophomore journalism major

Vacation
CONT’D FROM P. 10

GREEN CORNER

Bringing sustainabilty 
to summer travel plans

&QA “WHEN STUDYING FOR FINALS, NOTECARDS are always helpful. They 
help separate the things you know from the things you don’t know 
in a visual way. Create piles for “know it,” “kind of  know it” and 
“don’t know it.” This will minimize unnecessary studying.”

-Gabriella Flamini
Freshman digital media major

“DON’T LEAVE EVERYTHING UNTIL THE last minute and space out 
studying. Get a little done each day and take breaks in between. 
Don’t stress out because you know more than you think.”

-Sravya Gummaluri
Sophomore psychology major

What study tips do you have for finals?

WITH only a little more than two 
weeks left until graduation, 
there is only one thing on 
my mind: finding a full-time 

job. I’ve spent countless hours scouring 
the Internet, applying to any and every 
entry-level position I can find. Although 
I have been lucky enough to hear back 
from a few so far, that doesn’t really ease 
my worries, considering I don’t have a 
job secured yet and I have to start pay-
ing back my loans soon. Every few days, 
I, along with my fellow senior friends 
whom I’ve spoken to, keep having men-
tal breakdowns at 3 a.m. as we lie in bed 
wondering what is going to happen next 
in our lives.

One thing I’ve come to realize — in 
between feelings of  being ridiculously 
scared of  having to be a grown-up and 
completely excited that I’m almost 
done with school — is that there really 
shouldn’t be a time stamp on when 
seniors should have a job. We’re all 
constantly being bombarded with the 
dreaded question, “So what are you 
doing after graduation?” I think it’s OK 
if  we say, “I don’t know yet.” 

We’re groomed to believe that 
working hard throughout our years of  
college, getting involved on campus and 
snagging a few internships to build up 
a résumé will automatically ensure that 
job offers will come pouring in. By the 
time May rolls around, we’ll have a set 
plan of  what is coming next. 

I don’t think there needs to be a 
rush, though. I’m a firm believer that 
what is meant to be, will be. Everything 

will fall into place when it’s supposed 
to, so there shouldn’t be this pressure, 
making us feel that, if  we don’t have a 
job lined up right away after graduat-
ing, we’re failures.

In reality, the fact that we’ve made it 
to the point that we’ve finished all our 
undergraduate courses and have earned 
a Bachelor’s degree is something to be 
proud of. There are plenty of  people 
who go away to college and don’t nec-
essarily make it to graduation. Instead 
of  worrying about how we’re going to 
pay bills and whether we’ll be living out 
of  our cars or in an overpriced studio 
apartment in a month, we should be 
enjoying these last few weeks of  free-
dom. This is the last time in our lives 
when we will be responsibility free — 
and at 22 years old, last time I checked, 
that’s still pretty young. We have plenty 
of  time to find jobs and figure out what 
the next step is. 

When I walk across the stage on 
May 16 to receive my diploma, I’m 
going to be proud that I reached my 
goal of  graduating college, even if  I 
don’t know what is going to come next. 
To me, that is part of  the beauty of  
graduating. We’re all closing a chapter 
in our lives and moving on to the next 
page. For some of  us, the next chapter 
is still unwritten and I think that’s the 
way it should be. We’ll figure it out as 
we go along. 

-Jennifer Maldonado
Senior journalism major 

SENIOR SUGGSTIONS 

Planning life 
after graduation
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Saying goodbye to esteemed journalist Chuck Stone

TO appreciate the trust 
and love that people 
felt for the crusad-
ing journalist Chuck 

Stone, all you had to do was 
walk beside him in Phila-
delphia. It was like walking 
with a Kennedy in Boston.

Starting in 1979, I was 
privileged to co-direct with 
Stone several summer jour-
nalism workshops for high 
school minority students 
at Rider. I got to walk the 
walk every year.

People would run up to 
shake his hand. They would 
wave from across the street, 
shouting his name as one word, “Hey, 
Chuckstone!” Kids would beg for auto-
graphs — from a journalist.

Stone died on April 6 at the age of  
89 in North Carolina. His obituaries 
made me remember what an important 
guide he had been for me — and what 
a modest one. In all those years, I never 
heard him mention a top obituary fact: 
He was a Tuskegee Airman in World 
War II.

Tall with a flattop haircut, horn-
rimmed glasses and a bow tie, he 
enjoyed a distinctive look that made 
him stand out. But it was his passion 
for justice that made him a hero. Two 
of  his favorite words were “righteous” 
and “audacious,” and while he applied 
those adjectives to others, they really 
described him.

His weapon was old-fashioned 
reporting — “boots on the ground,” 
as he called it. The workshop students 
conducted yearly political polls. Stone 
made us do them the hard way, door-
to-door. That was why we walked so 
many Philadelphia streets.

Criminals (some quite scary) would 
surrender to him to ensure they 
were treated fairly. When inmates at 
Graterford Prison outside Philadelphia 
rioted and took six guards as hostages 
in 1981, Stone was called in to negoti-
ate their release. He succeeded, but 
later dismissed any talk that he was a 
cool hero. “I was a nervous wreck,” he 
said.

It wasn’t just tough Philadelphians 
who were touched by his charisma. I 
saw him mesmerize rich publishers at 
banquets. When he received an honor-
ary degree from Rider in 1985, his 

call-and-response 
oratory roused the 
audience.

When a work-
shop was over, Stone 
would send every 
participant an indi-
vidualized postcard, 
handwritten with his 
Cross fountain pen, 
always filled with 
brown ink.

 His warmth as 
well as his courage 
made their marks on 
me. One summer, I 

had dreams that I was 
Stone’s son — black, 

embroiled in his causes. He remains a 
major influence. Just ask my students 
what my mantra is: “Boots on the 
ground.”

-Dr. Thomas Simonet
Professor of  journalism

I MET Chuck Stone in the summer of  
1983 when I was a rising senior at the 
Hun School in Princeton. 

Mr. Stone was an inspiration, 
mentor and friend to the 20 or so 
young men and women who were 
selected for the program. African-
American, Asian and Latino youth 
came from all over New Jersey to 
participate in a rigorous reporting, 
research and writing program. 

Many of  us had excelled at our 
respective high school newspapers and/
or radio stations, but Mr. Stone formu-
lated a program that humbled many 
of  us for the first time in our lives. We 
were challenged on a daily basis to 
stretch our boundaries of  comfort in 
both journalism and life. 

Two particular assignments stand 
out for me from that summer. The 
first was door-to-door polling in an 
all-white, long-segregated community 
in Northeast Philadelphia. Chuck 
encouraged us to be cordial and open 
even though there were many doors 
slammed in our faces. However, as 
Chuck had surmised, there were also 
many warm neighbors who treated us 
kindly and were thrilled to help bud-
ding journalists get a story. 

The other memorable moment for 
me was at the Phoenix House reha-
bilitation facility in Philadelphia. For 

many of  us, it was our first experience 
with addiction, while for others in 
the program it was a subject that had 
affected immediate family members. 
The courage of  the rehab participants 
to share their stories created a moving 
experience for all.  

Chuck encouraged us to be prepared 
for all assignments through thorough 
research, poignant questions and effec-
tive writing. Many of  my colleagues 
in the workshop did indeed become 
journalists, but many are lawyers, 

doctors and successful business own-
ers. The values and skills that Chuck 
imparted left lifelong impressions upon 
me and many others. I feel truly blessed 
to have had the opportunity to work 
with a man so passionately dedicated 
to minority youth, journalism and 
excellence. 

-Tab Stewart
The writer, a graduate of  Harvard and 

Columbia, is a partner at the law firm Bryant 
Rabbino in New York

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

Tips and tricks to help students conquer 
end of the year finals procrastination

THE end of  the semester is upon us, and that 
means warm weather, longer days, and a general 
carefree attitude among students. It also means an 
onslaught of  final exams and projects, and more 

importantly, a complete and total lack of  desire to do 
any of  them.

Everyone procrastinates a little bit, but for me it 
really kicks into gear around this time of  year. I have 
gone and will continue to go to extraordinary lengths 
to not get any form of  work done.

That being said, there are definitely strategies and 
tips to help you study. I’m personally a fan of  the 
“panic and cry” method. It’s a fairly simple, two-step 
plan, and it is as follows: first we panic, then we cry.

In all seriousness, there’s plenty of  ways to study 

effectively. Start studying a few days before the test. 
I never did this until recently, but I’ve realized that 
trying to cram for a semester-cumulative exam in 
one night isn’t fun. I’ll usually start to study three 
days before a big test, just looking over my notes and 
organizing them to start remembering the material. 
By the day before the test, I’m usually pretty familiar 
with everything and don’t need to cram — just a quick 
review and I’m fine. 

Index cards are another good way to study if  your 
test has a lot of  concepts and definitions to memorize. 
With the word on one side, definition on the other, 
write ’em up and quiz yourself.

If  your professor gives you the essay questions 
ahead of  time, outline them in advance. The test 

material is provided for you — take advantage of  it.
As for projects, start those in advance, especially 

if  you have to present them the next day. Last spring, 
I stayed up until 6:30 a.m. working on a final project 
and presentation for a class. When I had to present 
that morning, not only was I cranky, but I looked like 
a trainwreck. I need my beauty rest, and I’m almost 
positive I lost points because I looked like a zombie.

The common theme in all these tips is fighting the 
desire to laze and buckling down to work. Just remem-
ber, in just a few days, summer will be here.

-Will Gallagher
Sophomore arts administration major

Chuck Stone, 1925-2014
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B A S E B A L L

Playoff spot within reach for Broncs
By Thomas Albano

AS the 2014 MAAC baseball 
season starts to wind down, Rider 
(13-26, 5-8 MAAC) found itself  
battling for the sixth and final 

spot for the MAAC Tournament.
The Broncs played three games 

against Manhattan (11-28, 6-12 
MAAC) on April 26 and 27, which saw 
the Broncs win one of  the three, and 
were handed a 7-4 loss by St. Joseph’s 
(27-10, 13-4 Atlantic 10) on April 29.

Head Coach Barry Davis says this 
season the team has had “some unfor-
tunate circumstances,” but they will be 
fine if  they play more consistently.

“We’ve had some games where we’ve 
won, we come back and play well, and 
there’s some games where we just play 
really bad,” Davis said. “But then we 
have games where we just do one or 
two things more consistently and we’re 
not in the position we’re in.”

The Broncs split the doubleheader 
against Manhattan on April 26. Game 
one saw Manhattan win in 11 innings, 
while Rider won the seven-inning sec-
ond game.

The Broncs were led in game one 
by senior pitcher Kyle Kennett, who 
pitched nine innings, giving up two 
runs and six hits while striking out four.

The game started quiet on both 
sides until the bottom of  the third 
inning, when sophomore right fielder 
Brian Donnelly had the first hit of  the 
game. Donnelly would end up scoring 
on a hit by junior first baseman Justin 
Thomas and junior third baseman Nick 
Richter would score on a hit by senior 
center fielder Nick Crescenzo.

The Jaspers would get a run in both 
the fourth and sixth innings from a 
home run by sophomore designated 
hitter Christian Santisteban and a 
double by junior third baseman Joe 

McClennan, respectively.
In the 11th inning, Manhattan 

earned a run on three hits off  of  fresh-
man pitcher Josh Sharik, who came in 
for Kennett the previous inning. The 
Broncs did not respond as the Jaspers 
took the first game 3-2.

Davis believes the inability to take 
advantage of  offensive opportunities 
cost Rider the game.

“We only had eight guys in scoring 
position with two hits [with runners 
in scoring position] and we just didn’t 
generate any offense,” Davis said. 
“And you got to give the other team 
and pitcher credit. Manhattan didn’t 
make any errors, and they came up 
with a couple of  big hits. I think the 
run scored late probably shouldn’t have 
been scored, but that’s the way it is.”

In the second game of  the series the 
Broncs’ bats heated up in a 7-0 victory.

Rider’s win came behind junior 

pitcher Zach Mawson, who earned the 
victory in a two-hit shutout.

On the offensive end, Rider was able 
to collect 10 hits, with strong perfor-
mances from Thomas, who had one 
hit, two walks and two RBIs, and junior 
second baseman Greg Fazio, who had 
two hits and two RBIs.

The rubber match on April 27 got 
off  to a rough start for the Broncs, as 
the starting pitcher, junior Kurt Sowa, 
was rocked by the Manhattan offense. 
Sowa would only pitch 2.1 innings, giv-
ing up seven runs and six hits. Sowa’s 
day would be finished in the top of  the 
third, and sophomore Vincenzo Aiello 
would replace him.

Fortunately for the Broncs, they were 
able to score runs in the sixth, seventh 
and eighth innings to tie the game at 
seven apiece. Aiello would keep the 
game tied in 7.2 innings of  relief, allow-
ing just three hits and one run. That 

Jasper run would come in the 10th, and 
the Broncs would answer right back in 
the bottom of  the inning.

Lightning would not strike twice, 
however, and Rider could not answer a 
Jasper run in the 15th, losing the game 
9-8.

Crescenzo said while the Broncs 
are still in the running for a spot in the 
MAAC Championship Tournament, 
losing the series against Manhattan 
“definitely doesn’t help.”

“We are still in the mix to make 
the tournament,” Crescenzo said. 
“We just have to focus on limiting the 
mistakes and making the most of  the 
opportunities.”

Unfortunately for the Broncs, they 
were also unsuccessful against St. 
Joseph’s. The Hawks’ offense, which 
had a four-run sixth inning, helped 
them defeat Rider.

Next up for the Broncs will be a 
home showdown with Lafayette (12-26, 
5-13 Patriot League) on April 30, fol-
lowed by a three-game set on the road 
against Monmouth (15-20, 6-7 MAAC).

With the top six teams at the end 
of  the season going to the MAAC 
Championship Tournament, Davis says 
it’s not time to push the panic button 
yet, but the team needs to play harder 
than before.

“Winning every series out would put 
us in a good position, but every time we 
don’t win a series, then you start get-
ting into where you have to sweep, and 
that’s hard to do,” Davis said. “We sort 
of  put ourselves in a corner, and we’ve 
got to try to find a way out. We have 
nine games left, and certainly we’re 
going to need to win more than half  of  
them.”
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Senior pitcher Kyle Kennett pitched nine innings on April 26, allowing two runs and striking out four.

By Tom Regan

TRACK and field Assistant Coach Esther Erb had 
planned to run in the Boston Marathon in 2013, 
but was forced to withdraw from the competition 
because of  injury. She attended the event to cheer 

on then-teammate Alissa McKaig and was near the 
explosions that injured 260 people and claimed the lives 
of  four.

Rather than let the fear of  participating in this 
year’s marathon prevent her from running, she used it 
as further motivation.

“Just days after I took third at the U.S. Marathon 
Championships in October of  this year, I was chatting 
with my coach about which marathon would be next, 
and it didn’t take long for us to settle on Boston,” Erb 
said. “In 2013, I was standing just two blocks away 
when the bombs exploded, and that experience just 
further emphasized how important it was for me to 
return to Boston and complete my unfinished business 
there.”

Erb finished in 20th place out of  the women par-
ticipants with a time of  2:33:15, nearly an hour and 
a half  ahead of  the 4:02:30 average time. She credits 
coaching and training alongside the track and field 
teams for her success. 

“I typically run about 95 to 110 miles per week 
when I’m training, which is most of  the year,” Erb 
said. “It has been a huge help to have the team to 
run with on our recovery runs and to have access to 
the training facilities that the team uses, particularly 
through this harsh winter.”

Marathon running was not always Erb’s strength. 
The 2008 Case Western Reserve graduate won the 
NCAA Division III title in the 10,000-meter and was 
named the NCAA Regional Cross Country Runner of  

the Year in her senior season. 
“I ran my first marathon exactly four months 

after winning the NCAA Division III title, finishing 
the Berlin Marathon in 14th place with a time of  
2:46:15,” Erb said. “The time would have qualified 
me for the 2008 Beijing Olympic Trials had I run it 10 
months earlier.” 

After completing her first marathon, Erb trained 
for three years at ZAP fitness, a nonprofit training 
camp for post-collegiate runners in North Carolina, 
where she improved her athletic ability and was met 
with several accomplishments.

“The highlight of  my time in North Carolina was 
my 27th place finish at the 2012 Olympic Marathon 
Trials with a time of  2:37:23,” she said.

Focusing on running every day began to wear on 
her, however, and she felt a longing for something else 
— coaching younger athletes.

“Last summer I decided that three years was 
enough of  a sample to know that I needed more in my 
life than just my own running career in order to live 
fully,” Erb said. “At that point, I left ZAP and started 
my search for college coaching jobs across the country. 
I was extremely lucky to find this position here with 
Rider cross-country and track and field teams under 
the guidance and mentorship of  Head Coach Bob 
Hamer.”

Hamer believes Erb is well-deserving of  the 20th 
place finish in the Boston Marathon.

“As a marathoner, you put in many months of  
training and you only get a few chances to succeed,” 
Hamer said. “She is extremely dedicated and commit-
ted, and her efforts were rewarded by a tremendous 
performance at Boston.  She is a very special athlete 
who deserves all of  this success.”

Erb was content with her ability to harness her 
emotions and put forth her best effort.

“I am most proud of  my attitude and ability to 
enjoy the moment despite any kind of  negativity going 
into the race,” Erb said. “I am proud of  my nega-
tive split, meaning that I ran the second half  of  the 
marathon over a minute faster than the first half  even 
though the second half  was more difficult.”

Erb’s strong finish puts her in elite company behind 
fellow American runners Shalene Flanagan, Desiree 
Linden, Adriana Nelson, Serena Burla and Wendy 
Thomas. She has set her sights on potentially donning 
the red, white and blue on an international stage.

“My time would have placed me among the top-10 
American marathoners in 2013 and places me 7th on 
the top-American list this year,” Erb said. “This race 
puts me much closer to my goals of  representing the 
U.S. at international competitions.”

Despite her outstanding results from the race, Erb 
will not be returning next year, but hopes to take her 
abilities to a much bigger stage.

“If  all goes well, I’ll be preparing for the 2015 
World Championships,” Erb said. “A very difficult 
course such as the Boston Marathon in April would be 
too close to the August marathon race.” 

Erb still has Olympic dreams, but understands 
that the 2016 Olympics are simply too close to pos-
sibly prepare for. After her results from the Boston 
Marathon, her Olympic dreams seem more possible 
than before.

“I recognize that my best chance will be in Tokyo 
in 2020,” Erb said. “That reality definitely seems 
much more attainable after Monday’s race, and I am 
certainly motivated and inspired to follow my dreams 
and see how much farther that can take me.” 

Erb 20th woman to finish 2014 Boston Marathon
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S O F T B A L L

McCool reaches milestone as Rider loses four 
By Matt Burrill

THE softball team took its annual trip to western 
New York to take on Canisius and Niagara this 
past weekend in hopes of  improving their 3-9 
MAAC record. 

After completing the nearly nine-hour northwest 
bound bus trip, the Broncs fell in both doubleheaders, 
losing to Canisius (16-26, 6-8 MAAC) 6-1 and 9-5 on 
April 26, and Niagara (16-28, 6-10 MAAC) 1-0 and 
6-2 on April 27. 

“Just a continuation of  a really tough year, the 
kids are really working hard and we’ve just continued 
to come up short,” said Tricia Carroll, Rider’s head 

coach, now in her 20th season with the program. 
Although the trip resulted in defeats in two double-

headers, there were many positives for the Broncs 
(5-38, 3-13 MAAC) on this trip. Strong performances 
came from freshman pitcher Delany DeMello, who 
allowed just three hits in her 7.1-inning performance 
against Niagara; sophomore first baseman Dana 
Sensi, who went 4 for 11 and contributed four RBIs; 
and junior shortstop Gina McCool, who went 4 for 9, 
picking up her 100th career hit. 

McCool came into the weekend just two hits shy of  
reaching her milestone. She became the second player 
this season to reach the milestone, after junior second 

baseman Amanda Irving surpassed 100 just four days 
earlier. 

“Gina’s been great, serving as a general in the 
infield for us,” said Carroll. “She’s been able to keep 
the team calm and put most of  the weight on her 
shoulders.” 

Now sitting at 102 career hits, McCool is only one 
of  47 players in Rider softball history to reach the 
100-hit milestone. 

“Knowing that I am in Rider softball history is a 
great honor,” said McCool. “I am thankful to both my 
coaches and teammates for giving me the opportunity 
to swing the bat and make something happen.”

Although 2014 has not been the year that the 
Broncs had hoped for, the team has been working hard 
and making progress over the course of  the season.  
With seven of  the team’s 18 players competing in their 
first season at the collegiate level, the team features a 
large group of  young players for years to come. 

“The freshmen have really made tremendous 
strides from when they first arrived in the fall and have 
gained a lot of  experience,” said Carroll. “We’re hop-
ing that it pays off  down the road.”

Now with only three doubleheaders remain-
ing, including two against conference opponents 
Monmouth (18-18, 9-7 MAAC) and Iona (17-21, 11-6 
MAAC), the Broncs want to end their season well. 

“We’re looking forward to finishing on a strong 
note and working hard for the remainder of  the sea-
son,” said Carroll.

Before finishing their MAAC conference schedule, 
the Broncs will be hosting La Salle (18-20, 9-7 A-10) 
on April 30 at 3 p.m. for a weekday non-conference 
doubleheader. 

“We know we are a good team and we plan on 
proving that with these last six games,” said McCool. 

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Track on mission to defend MAAC titles
By Carlos Toro

THE track and field team finished its final meets 
before the MAAC Championships by splitting 
the squad between the Lions Invitational at The 
College of  New Jersey (TCNJ) on April 26 and 

the Penn Relays in Philadelphia from April 24-26.
The MAAC Championships are on May 3 and 4 at 

Rider and the Broncs are looking to repeat the first-
place success of  last season.

Senior jumper Lauryn Strebeck wasted little 
time displaying her preparation for the MAAC 
Championships at the Lions Invitational, clearing 40 
feet in the triple jump at the Lions Invitational. She 
became the first Bronc to ever achieve that feat, with 
an ECAC-qualifying distance of  12.23 meters and a 
second-place finish.

“Jumping that distance this weekend reassured me 
that I am capable of  something I never thought could 
happen,” said Strebeck. “It showed me that I can do 
it.”

Head Coach Bob Hamer knew that she was 
capable of  clearing 40 feet. 

“It was just a matter of  time when everything 
clicked perfectly for her,” said Hamer. “We talk a lot 
about practicing and competing with good habits and 
you will be rewarded at some point. She was rewarded 
on Saturday.”

Sophomore thrower Charles Wilks also had a 
career day at the Lions Invitational. He placed second 
in the shot put with a personal best of  15.13 meters.

“I had a great day at TCNJ,” Wilks said. “I went 
in looking for a momentum booster that will help me 
prepare for next week and came out with a lifetime 
best.”

Other Rider results at the Lions Invitational 
include junior pole vaulter Anthony DeFranco and 
freshman pole vaulter Erik Adamcik. Both finished 
second with heights of  4.65 meters. Freshman hurdler 
Wil Asamoah placed fifth in the 110-meter hurdles 
with a time of  15.16 seconds. Senior jumper Greg 
Smith finished sixth in the long jump with a dis-
tance of  6.44 meters, and sophomore jumper Olivia 
Rosenberger placed fifth in the triple jump with a 
distance of  11.20 meters.

For the Penn Relays, sophomore jumper Dashana 
Ransome finished in fifth place in the Eastern long 
jump with a distance of  18’11.75”. 

The 4x100 relay team of  Ransome with sopho-
more sprinters Miranda Roberts, Alicia Osley and 
La’tazah Coleman finished in eighth place in its heat 
and 50th out of  105 teams with a season-best time of  
47.98 seconds. 

The 4x800 relay team of  freshman distance run-
ner Megan McGarrity, junior distance runner Emily 
Ritter, sophomore sprinter Madeline Hummel and 
graduate distance runner Megan Elgin placed 13th 
with an ECAC-qualifying time of  9:10.54.

The last time Rider had an event take place on its 
own home track complex was on April 12 at the Rider 
Invitational. At that event, both the men and women 
took first out of  17 and 19 teams, respectively.

According to Hamer, the team needs to get “in the 
right frame of  mind.”

 “We have the talent and ability to be competitive, 
but the question is, do we have the confidence and 
belief  in ourselves to fulfill our potential and meet the 
standards that will be set by the competition?” said 
Hamer.
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Senior jumper Lauryn Strebeck set the Rider record for the triple 
jump at the Lions Invitational on April 26.
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Torres bids farewell to coaching career
By Thomas Albano

ED Torres attended Brown 
University for one semester in 
1950, but received a draft notice 
for the Korean War and could not 

enroll the following semester because 
his appeal for a deferment was not 
approved until the end of  January. 
That’s when a friend recommended 
Rider, which at the time had a trimester 
system, allowing him to join after the 
appeal was processed.

Nearly 65 years later, Torres, who 
has seen time at Rider as both a 
player and head coach for tennis, will 
finally say goodbye to his career at the 
university.

“I was planning on coming back 
next year to make it 20 — that would 
make it 20 years coaching, 60 years in 
tennis — and then I thought ‘Numbers 
are a stupid reason to stay,’” Torres 
said. “I’m still in very good health. I’m 
82. I play tennis all the time, kept in 
shape, I have no illness. Why don’t I get 
out now while I’m still healthy?”

Torres grew up near a tennis club in 
Spring Lake, on the Jersey Shore.

“There was a tennis club right on 
the ocean with 10 courts,” Torres said. 
“My father and uncle were the club 
champions there in the 1920s, so I grew 
up at that club. That’s where I learned 
to play tennis.”

At the club, Torres learned to 
play under professional guidance and 
participated in tournaments and team 
matches. He played practically every 
day when he was younger, which 
helped him become the top-ranked ten-
nis player at Asbury Park High School.

Torres credits growing up in the 
tennis club as the foundation for his 
success.

“In those days, there weren’t any 
indoor courts and you weren’t going 
to learn playing in the public parks,” 
Torres said. “I was lucky. I played ten-
nis everyday.”

As a tennis player for Rider during 
the 1950s he compiled a 43-1 over-
all record. His only loss came during 
his junior year in a match against St. 
Peter’s, and only when the odds were 
stacked against him.

Torres had been out for a week with 
illness and decided to play the match 
after only one practice. The coach 
wanted him to play a lesser-ranked 
opponent in that match since he was 
just getting healthy.

However, Torres was not going to 
back down.

“I said, ‘No, I don’t want to play No. 
2. I played No. 1 for four years of  high 
school and I’ll play the guy,’” Torres 
said. “The guy beat me, but the next 
year I came back and I beat him. That 
loss was my only loss, but I didn’t want 
to play No. 2. If  I’m going to lose, I’ll 
lose at No. 1.”

After completing his college educa-
tion, Torres was drafted to fight in the 
Korean War. He served in the U.S. 
Navy for two years on the USS Tweedy, 
a destroyer escort. 

After his service in the military, 
Torres worked in the banking industry 
in Toms River, N.J. for two years, but 
he did not feel the same enjoyment as 
he had being in athletics.

Torres’ friends encouraged him to 
become a teacher, a profession that 
was highly sought after because of  the 
number of  baby boomers who were 
now students.

He received an “emergency certifi-
cate” from Monmouth University, and 
then a job at Neptune Middle School 
that lasted 35 years. He taught Spanish 
for his first 15 years, and then spent 
another 20 years there as vice principal 
before retiring in 1994.

In addition, Torres served as the ten-
nis coach for three years at Neptune.

Less than a year later, Rider called 
Torres and asked him to become the 
new head coach for the tennis program.

“They told me that the coach had 
resigned,” Torres said. “It was the end 
of  August. I said, ‘Well, I’ve never 
coached a college team, but this is my 
alma matter, they got me that job down 
at Toms River. I really loved Rider 
when I was there. They were very, very 
good to me. So, I will take the job.’ 
[The caller] said ‘Thank God, because 
practice starts next week.’”

Torres thought he would only stay 
at Rider for a couple of  years, but 
that quickly turned into a 19-year 
career, during which he compiled 224 
victories.

As a coach, however, he would use 
his experience as a teacher and vice-
principal to stress the importance of  
academics and good grades.

“My emphasis, and I preached this 
for 19 years, was that you’re at Rider to 
get your education,” Torres said.

Both the men’s and women’s tennis 
teams have had success academically. 
For this past season, six tennis play-
ers — seniors Nick Lubold, Rollie 
Malfitano, Kyle Stratton and Kim 
Leder, and juniors Sean Sweeney and 
Alison Noll — were recognized by the 
MAAC with All-Academic Honors.

Lubold described Torres as some-
one who got to know his players on a 
deeper level than the average coach-
player relationship.

“The thing about Coach is that he 
takes the time to get to know you and 
really cares about what’s going on in 
your life on a personal level,” Lubold 
said. “The most valuable thing he 
taught me from a tennis perspective 
is to never get down on yourself, and 
move on. Forget about the point that 
just happened, and play in the moment. 
From a personal level, the most valu-
able thing Coach has indirectly taught 
me is that no one is better than anyone 
else; that is to say, treat everyone with 
respect and love, because life is short.”

Torres still plays tennis and has 
had a lot of  national experience in his 
older years. He has participated in the 
New Jersey Senior Olympic Games, 
where he has won 15 gold medals and 
three silver medals. In addition, Torres 
won a gold medal in singles play at the 
1996 National Senior Games in the 
60-65-year-old category in Tuscon, 
Ariz. Torres plans to possibly pursue 
play in the Senior Olympic Games 
again post-retirement.

In addition, Torres has worked as 

a tennis instructor at Fairway Mews 
in Spring Lake, as well as a tennis pro 
at the Ocean City Beach Club, the 
Monmouth Beach Club and the Spring 
Lake Bath and Tennis Club. Torres 
plans to continue to teach tennis upon 
retirement. 

Torres’ belief  and example in never 
quitting has influenced his players, such 
as Leder, both on and off  the court.

“In four years, Torres taught me to 
never quit,” Leder said. “When I came 
to Rider, I started to get injured. First 
my back, then a horrible ankle sprain, 
and finally my wrist. I was out for two 
consecutive spring semesters and my 
final spring semester I shouldn’t really 
have been playing. It was the type of  
life lesson that proves to be something 
I can put to the test in my life. Even if  
I’m hurting, tired, in pain, not sup-
posed to be standing on my own two 
feet, I still need to keep going.”

With Torres now stepping down 
from the reins of  Rider tennis, Leder 
believes his successor will have some 
pretty big shoes to fill, but has faith that 
only more success will follow in years 
to come.

“I think the future of  the tennis 
teams here at Rider will have some-
thing to follow,” Leder said. “A huge 
chapter in Rider athletics has closed, 
and what lies beyond the pages of  
future seasons will be nothing but great-
ness. I’m excited to see what legacy 
Coach has left behind and what the 
future holds.”
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Tennis Head Coach Ed Torres won first place at the Rider Invitational in 1952. At right, he holds his  player of the year cup from his college days.
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