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BRONC LOOKS TO MAKE THE PROS
MyNeshia McKenzie signs with agency in hopes 
of  playing professionally. page 10

One Giant Leap 
Fearless in the face of  cancer, student athlete gets back on track 

By Casey Gale

THE new president of  Westminster 
Choir College’s (WCC) Student 
Government Association plans to 
help the college reach out to the 

surrounding area. Noreen Goldberg was 
elected president on April 11, when the 
new Student Government Association 
officers were announced. 

The junior music major will serve on 
the 2014-15 executive board as presi-
dent, with Edgar Mariano, a senior 
music education major; Emmanuel 
Acosta, a junior voice performance 
major; and Kayla McLaughlin, a 
sophomore music education major, as 
vice president, treasurer and secretary, 
respectively. 

For Goldberg, the moment that 
her election was announced marked a 
memorable achievement in her aca-
demic career.

“It was definitely one of  the high-
lights of  my year so far,” she said.

Goldberg said she wants to build the 
growing community at WCC. “I want 
to take our school to new heights and 
see us involve ourselves even more with 
the Princeton community,” she said.

Even with plans for community 
outreach, Goldberg said she intends to 

work closely with her peers on WCC 
issues. 

“I want to be a person that students 
can come to and express their wants 
and needs so that we can create the best 
for our entire student body,” she said. 

Acosta found the process similarly 
rewarding. 

“As I collected signatures, I was 
amazed at how willing my peers were 
to sign my petition and spread the 
word on my behalf,” he said. “It is truly 
rewarding to know that your actions 
have impacted those around you.” 

McLaughlin said that she hopes 
to honor the work of  the leaders who 
came before her.

 “The new executive board has big 
shoes to fill,” she said. “However, I 
am excited to see how we rise to the 
challenge.”

According to Mariano, the new 
board is up for that challenge.

“My overall goal is to allow all of  the 
Westminster students voices to be heard 
through proper communication by the 
Senate,” he said. “This way, the already 
tight-knit community at Westminster 
can grow in a positive direction.”

Changing of the guard brings new student leaders to WCC
 

From left, junior Emmanuel Acosta, treasurer; junior Noreen Goldberg, president; senior Edgar 
Mariano, vice president; and sophomore Kayla McLaughlin, secretary, pose in front of Williamson 
Hall after winning the Student Government Association election. 

Pe
te

r G
. B

or
g/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f A

nn
e 

Se
ar

s

By Thomas Albano

IN  the summer before his senior year, long 
jumper Greg Smith noticed a lump on his 
body — one that would bring his college 
career to a screeching halt. 
Smith has had to jump over plenty of  

obstacles as a member of  the track and 
field team. But none was bigger than a 
shocking July 2012 medical diagnosis. 

A secondary education and math major, 
Smith was diagnosed with Stage 2a testicu-
lar cancer. 

The doctor told him this form of  cancer 
is 98% curable because of  the advances of  
technology and medicine.

Despite the treatment’s success rate, the 
diagnosis still rocked him.

“You hear the word and then I blanked 
out,” he said. “I guess it was more shock. 
You have that thought in the back of  your 
head going into it thinking, ‘I might have 
cancer’ because I don’t know 
of  any other reason you’d 

have a giant lump.”
His mission from the start, however, was 

not to let it get to him.
“I think they say if  you smile and laugh 

through the 
process you have 
a way better 
chance of  feeling 
good about yourself  and beat-
ing it in the end,” he said.

Smith received an 

ultrasound before going to a urologist in 
Morristown, N.J., who would officially 
diagnose Smith with testicular cancer.

➠ SEE SMITH 
PAGE 12

Senior Greg Smith recently won the Rider Invite long jump with a personal record distance of 22’8’’.
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Thursday, April 24

Information session on graduate 
programs 
6 p.m., Sweigart 115
An information session will be held for those applying 
to graduate programs.

Friday, April 25 - Saturday, April 26

Rider Allies program training
3 p.m., North Hall 207 
A three-hour training session will provide a foundation 
of  knowledge needed to be an effective Ally to LGBTQ 
students.

Sunday, April 27

ASHA event
8 p.m., Bart Luedeke Center Theater
Students are encouraged to join Asian Students at 
Rider (ASAR) for its biggest event of  the year. There 
will be food, a talent show, a 50/50 raffle and ASAR’s 
tradition of  auctioning off dates will raise funds for St. 
Jude’s Children’s Hospital.

T H I S  W E E K

Page 2

Roomie troubles
Sometimes, it’s just easier to 

live alone for some students. 
Public Safety met with a male 

student on April 19 at 4:37 p.m. on 
a verbal harassment report. The 
Kroner resident has been repeat-
edly harassed via phone, text and 
in person by a male commuter 
who has been temporarily staying 
in his room with the permission 
of the victim’s roommate. Though 
the victim made complaints, the 
commuter continued to create 
distractions.  No-contact orders 
have been issued to all parties 
involved, and the suspect has 

been referred to the Office of 
Community Standards.

Library throwdown 
Who knew the library was 

such a hot spot for heated argu-
ments? On April 18 at 4:30 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to 
Moore Library on the report of an 
altercation. Public Safety and the 
Lawrence Township Police met 
with the student victim, who said 
that the person who instigated 
the fight borrowed money and 
never returned it. After ask-
ing about the money, the two 
engaged in an argument, which 

became physical. The victim has 
been charged with harassment 
and the suspect has been charged 
with simple assault. 

Armed down
Beware of electric arms. 
On April 16 at 8:40 a.m., a 

female faculty member contacted 
Public Safety after her car was 
struck by the gate arm in the Bart 
Luedeke Center faculty lot. She 
was uninjured, but the damage 
cost is still unknown. Facilities was 
notified of the accident. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Barista busted on drug charges
The Mercer County Narcotics Task 

Force detained a Student Recreation 
Center Starbucks barista on April 8. 

According to Casey DeBlasio, 
spokeswoman for the Mercer County 
Prosecutor’s Office, Aramark employee 
James Martin, 27, was detained 
without incident while driving onto 
campus. Upon detention, the task 
force, with the help of the Lawrence 
Township Police Department, executed 
a search warrant of Martin’s home in 
Lawrence. One ounce of mushrooms 
(psilocybin), 65 grams of marijuana and 
assorted drug paraphernalia were found 

in his basement, including a digital scale, 
grinder and packaging material. 

Martin was charged with three 
counts of possession of a controlled 
dangerous substance, two counts of 
possession with intent to distribute, 
two counts of intent to distrib-
ute within 500 feet of a park and 
one count of possession of drug 
paraphernalia. 

It is undetermined whether or not 
Martin was dealing to students. He 
has been charged on a summons and 
is free pending future court proceed-
ings. Martin is no longer employed by 
Aramark. Co
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Susan Stahley’s surname was spelled incorrectly as 
“Stanley” in the editorial “Learning lessons from bad 
decisions,” in the April 16, 2014, issue of  The Rider News.
 
In the same issue, the story “Barry hopes to drive 
toward a new era” said Jason Barry coached West 
Windsor Plainsboro-South High School to a 15-0 
season. He coached Windsor Plainsboro-North High 
School to a 11-4 season. 

C O R R E C T I O N

If you have not received the email about the survey, or if you have questions,
please call the Office of Academic Affairs at 609-896-5010

Course Selection Satisfaction Survey
Students – Let us know what you think!

Tell us how the current process 
for course selection – from start 
to finish – may be improved.

To find the link, 
check your email for a message 
from the Office of the Provost.

Survey will be open 
through the end of the semester.

Survey_Ad_042114_ver 2_Layout 1  4/21/14  3:11 PM  Page 1
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By Alexis Schulz

THE AIDS epidemic is not going 
away, according to a pioneer-
ing AIDS doctor who spoke to 
students on April 15 in con-

junction with a new minor in health 
communication.

Dr. Marcus Conant, a leading 
American dermatologist, was one of  
the first physicians to diagnose and 
treat AIDS. He was also a founder of  
the San Francisco AIDS Foundation, 
and his work contributed to some of  
today’s top HIV medications. 

“In the late 1980s at the height of  
the AIDS epidemic in the U.S., only 
80 practices in the country were caring 
for 80% of  all HIV positive infections,” 
said Conant. “In most major cities, 
doctors did not want ‘those’ kind of  
patients in their waiting room.”

Conant said that doctors turning 
away patients resulted in the creation 
of  large AIDS clinics.

“Patients traveled hundreds of  miles 
to get care,” he said.

Despite vast improvements in treat-
ment, Conant said the AIDS epidemic 
is still prevalent today, and people need 
to start thinking about the disease 
differently. 

“The major take-away is: What did 
you learn so you can teach us, so that 
we don’t go through this again?” said 
Conant.  

Throughout his speech, Conant 
referred to AIDS as being similar to the 
bubonic plague outbreak in Europe in 
1348.

“The Black Death killed 40% of  
Europeans within two years,” he said. 
“Imagine one out of  three people you 
know dying. AIDS is going to kill hun-
dreds of  millions of  people as well.”  

Julia Ernst, ’09, who is an adjunct 
professor of  health communication, 
said Conant was pivotal at the start of  
the AIDS epidemic.

“He can tell you where we were, 
where we’ve come and what we still 
have to work on,” said Ernst, who was 
instrumental in bringing Conant to 
campus. “He will give you a real world 
perspective on how confusing, scary 

and frustrating it was.”
Conant said it is especially impor-

tant that students who want to work in 
news learn about the AIDS epidemic.

 “Particularly for journalism stu-
dents, the only way that the public 
learns about this is through the press,” 
said Conant. “The press is the only way 
we reach people.” 

Getting information to the public is 
difficult today because of  new technol-
ogy and social norms, Conant said.

“The challenge is how we are going 
to reach people in this age when they 
don’t read The New York Times every 

day,” he said. “The way people get 
information is from the media, printed 
media, television and radio.”  

Conant said even though the news 
media are the source for most informa-
tion, they are not always accurate.

“There is one thing many people 
forget, and that is that the way politi-
cians get their information is also from 
the press,” said Conant. “I can’t tell you 
how many times I’ve gone into legisla-
tor’s offices, both nationally and in 
California, trying to raise money, and 
they go, ‘Oh well, that epidemic is over, 
you have drugs now that work.’  I say, 
‘Where did you hear that?’ and they 
say, ‘Well, I read it in the paper.’” 

Kevin Miller, a sophomore envi-
ronmental science major, said hearing 
Conant speak was an eye-opening 
experience. 

“I’ve never really understood the 
particular struggles associated with this 
disease, and it was heartbreaking to 
hear how many lives are still affected by 
AIDS,” said Miller. “Yet, after hear-
ing Dr. Conant speak, it gives me great 
hope for the future of  AIDS research, 
as well as what can be done to help 
those with this unfortunate ailment.”

In relation to the field of  health 
communication, Conant said the way 
journalists relay information to the 
public is especially important.

“You not only need to reach the 
public, you need to reach the people 
who speak for the public,” said Conant.

Lessons from the grim early days of AIDS
News

Dr. Marcus Conant addresses students at North Hall on April 15. A leading dermatologist, he was one 
of the first doctors to diagnose and treat AIDs. 

 

By Alexis Schulz

THE Trigen Plant, which has popped up on the 
Lawrenceville campus next to Gill Chapel, will 
produce electricity while creating hot and chilled 
water.

Associate Vice President for Facilities and Auxilary 
Services Mike Reca said the trigeneration system, 
nicknamed Trigen, can produce 1.1 megawatts of  
electricity from natural gas, powering a quarter of  the 
campus’s usage.

“There is a new network of  pipes to the build-
ings to distribute and return water to four academic 

buildings,” said Reca.
For the Trigen Plant, hot or chilled water is 

pumped through a new piping system to four aca-
demic buildings: Fine Arts, Science, Memorial, and 
Sweigart. The byproduct of  the plant is heat, which is 
quickly turned into a usable resource.

During the heating season, hot water sent to the 
buildings replaces the need for boilers, and chilled 
water replaces the need for chillers during the air-
conditioning season. 

The plant uses an absorption chiller to produce 
cold water for air conditioning. This machine is 

suspended from an opening in the roof, which is 
slanted to keep out rain and is intended to cool the 
four buildings. 

“A machine takes the heat byproduct and absorbs 
the moisture,” said Reca. “Coils then can trap the 
moisture and cool the water.”

By capturing the heat byproduct, the Trigen Plant 
will produce a net efficiency of  power generation of  
approximately 66%. The average utility generator is 
only 25-40% efficient.

Rider will reduce its energy bill and greenhouse gas 
emissions by using the plant, and Reca said students 
would be pleased to know the building will not pro-
duce any smell or noise.

“The whole building and each machine will be 
insulated,” he said.

Geoffrey Scognamiglio, a sophomore environmen-
tal science major, feels Trigen will benefit the environ-
ment and Rider’s finances. 

“Using a single clean energy source to generate 
electricity, heat and chilled water, Rider University’s 
Trigeneration Plant is both reducing consumption of  
natural resources as well as Rider’s utility expenses,” 
he said. 

The building is going to be completed on July 1, 
and the overall cost of  creating the Trigen Plant is 
$6.5 million. A grant to Rider from the State of  New 
Jersey paid $1 million. Reca said weather and delivery 
delays made construction difficult at times, but the 
campus will benefit greatly from it.

“The most difficult part was trying to get through 
the maze of  pipes in certain sections,” he said.

An unseen complexity lies beneath students’ feet 
as they stroll between academic buildings. Rider’s 
“underworld” is a crisscrossing maze of  vital conduits 
under the ground that provide utilities to campus. 
Without them, Rider would quickly turn into a ghost 
town. Laying the Trigen pipes last summer, crews has 
to snake the conduits over, 
under, and around the 
existing underground utili-
ties – water pipes, gas lines, 

Energy of the future coming on line this summer

➠ SEE TRIGEN
PAGE 4

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s



4  The Rider News    April 23, 2014

News

telecommunication cables, 
electric conduits, sewerage 
and storm runoff  systems.
Water

Trenton Water Works supplies the water for the 
campus in two ways. There is an underground system 
that is piped from Route 206 for domestic water for 
drinking and daily use. 

“Water on campus constantly moves, so it’s con-
stantly refreshed,” said Reca.

A separate set of  underground pipes allows adequate 
pressure to fight a fire, because there is a pump station in 
one of  the residence halls, which is used to pressurize this 
system. It stands in the pipes, so it’s not good to drink.
Natural gas

Rider buys natural gas for heating. The gas comes 
from Route 206, and a “mole” created the 1,500-foot 
tunnel to the plant site in six days to transport the gas 
to the Trigen Plant. 
Telecommunications

Fiber-optic cables run under the campus and go 
through the buildings – 250 miles of  cables in all – 
and carry voice, data and TV. Typically, 3,500 devices 
are connected to the data network at any given time, 
along with approximately 4,000 wireless devices, using 
600 Wi-Fi access points.  
Electricity

Electricity for the campus is supercharged at 26,000 
volts. Transformers located behind West Village reduce it 
to 4,000 volts. The electricity then travels through under-
ground lines, and then is stepped down at each building 

to 110 or 220 volts. 
“It’s fed from two different locations and provides a 

backup system in case one of  the power stations fails,” 
Reca said. “The university has more power than what 
we need right now, which makes the campus expand-
able for the future.”
Sewage

Sanitary lines collect what people flush and carry 
it to the under-street sewers of  Ewing-Lawrence 
Sewerage Authority (ELSA). After multi-step treat-
ment and disinfection at ELSA’s plant, the cleaned-
up water flows through the Assunpink Creek to the 
Delaware River.
Stormwater runoff

The campus handles stormwater runoff  to prevent 
flooding of  Little Shabkunk Creek, which empties into 
Centennial Lake near Gill Chapel and exits near the 
footbridge. What excess rainfall is not absorbed through 
the grass into Rider’s natural aquifer can filter through 
the permeable asphalt of  the newer parking lots and 
enter small pipes with thousands of  little holes. These 
pipes let the water out slowly and prevent the lake from 
flooding.

“We have a storm water runoff  system all over 
campus,” Reca said. “We now actually have porous 
parking pavement as well, which allows the water to 
seep through, and that water dumps into the creek 
eventually.”

Trigen
CONT’D FROM P. 3

Rider goes green for Earth Day
From left, junior Steve Schwartz and senior Danielle Campanella take a spin on a human 
powered amusement ride on April 22. Rider celebrated Earth Day on the Campus Mall.

Hopping down the bunny trail to D.C.
Dean of Students Anthony Campbell stands on the lawn of the White House with his grand-
daughter Madeline Cruz for the Annual Easter Egg Roll on April 21. During this event, more 
than 30,000 people joined in the activities. There was storytime by the president, cooking 
stage, egg dyeing, a yoga garden and, yes, egg rolling. 
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This is the design plan for what the end result of the Trigen Plant exterior will look like, with a mansard roof hiding vents. It will produce a net efficiency of approximately 66%. 

Pipes will be suspended from the ceiling of the Trigen building. 
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Merrily We Roll Along strolls into Rider’s Yvonne Theater
By Caroline Forde

AUDIENCES will feel they are literally turning back 
the clock when Westminster College of  the Arts 
performs Merrily We Roll Along from April 23-27 in 
the Yvonne Theater.

Under the direction of  Nathan Hurwitz, assistant 
professor of  musical theater, the show is told chrono-
logically backward. Sophomore Emma Rose Brooks, 
who plays Mary Flynn, a main character, said working 
backwards made rehearsals a bit confusing.

“At first it was pretty difficult, since the show starts 
at the end of  the story,” said Brooks. “It helped that we 
started with the last scene of  Act Two. What’s really 
interesting about this show is that we have to keep peel-
ing the layers. It’s so bizarre and so fascinating, and it’s 
crazy and amazing at the same time. I’m a better person 
and actor because of  it.” 

The show revolves around Franklin Shepard (sopho-
more Colby Dezelick) as he abandons his friends and 
song-writing career to become a Hollywood producer. 
The show gives an in-depth look into the changing 
friendship between Franklin, Mary Flynn (Brooks) and 
Charley Kingras (junior Matthew Fairlee).

“They form this amazing friendship and have such 
a strong bond,” Brooks said. “The show focuses on the 
friendship between Mary, Charley and Frank, the ups 
and downs, and the life lessons that go along with it.” 

This production has been a long time coming for 
Rider, as it has been a dream for Hurwitz to direct. 

“I saw the original production in 1981, and it was fas-
cinating,” Hurwitz said. “I’ve loved the show ever since.” 

The original production is infamous for not being 
very successful, but Hurwitz was up for the challenge of  
reimagining the piece.

 “I thought the material would be fun to work with 
and would challenge the students,” Hurwitz said. 
“There’s something about shows that work very well, 
like A Chorus Line, which we did earlier this year, where 

you feel obligated to recreate what was done because it 
worked. Working on material that never quite worked 
exactly gives you the liberty to explore it a little deeper, 
and develop your own take on the material.” 

Hurwitz believes that the show displays a deeper 
meaning, one that can have an impact on college 
students. 

“When I started reading the script and really 
immersed myself  in it, I realized that this play is an 
admonition to the audience saying, ‘Tend your dream or 
it might veer off  course,’” he said. “I figured, what bet-
ter place to make that statement than to a university? To 
people whose dreams can easily get swept aside if  you’re 
not careful.”

Brooks feels that her character is easily relatable 
for the audience, and that there are distinct likenesses 
between herself  and her role. 

“We both are the same when we deal with friendship 
and in times of  struggle,” she said. “Sometimes you have 
to go to extreme measures to really do what you need to 
do to keep a friendship alive, and sometimes it can make 
or break you.”

Hurwitz agreed that the play will make audiences 
think about the plots on various levels of  meaning. 

“This play is hardened in the best possible way,” 
Hurwitz said. “It’s got a lot of  layers to it. The people in 
this play don’t always behave admirably. They always act 
with the best intentions, but they do things that are not 
thoughtful.”

Hurwitz also believes that the musical is timeless and 
will speak to many people. 

“This is a play, some of  which is sung, some of  which 
is choreographed, but, at its heart, it’s a play that really 
touches us all,” he said.
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By Jessica Vento

WALKING into the Senior Honors 
Thesis Art Exhibit, one gets 
an immediate sense of  the 
amount of  time, effort and 

creativity that visual arts and psychology 
major Dana Laag put into the artwork 
hanging in the Art Gallery.

The opening reception will be held 
on April 24 from 5-7 p.m. and the 
exhibit will continue through April 30.

According to Laag, the art displayed 
reflects her personal growth, which has 
been the most important influence on 
her work as an artist. 

“Happiness, hardships, and just sim-
ply living can sometimes seem to hold 
my eyes wide open and help me solve 
the problems I encounter in my work 
and metaphor development,” she said.

Laag’s studies in both visual arts and 
psychology have also played a major 
role in her work and led to the mean-
ing of  art. She thinks about “emotion, 
condition, and personality of  my figural 
subjects. 

“Paralleling cognitive studies with 
studies of  past artists benefitted me 
greatly in my understanding of  what a 
composition actually is,” she said. 

Laag has been under the mentor-
ship of  Fine Arts Professor Deborah 
Rosenthal since her freshman year. 
Working with her has been a very ben-
eficial experience, according to Laag. 

“She is an amazing professor, and 
makes the learning experience person-
alized to each student and the direction 
they are moving in with the class,” said 
Laag. “She has been an irreplaceable 

figure in my education.”
Rosenthal created the Senior 

Honors Thesis exhibition years ago 
when she came to Rider. She has been 
supervising the course almost every 
year for the past 25 years. To be eligible 
to participate in the exhibition, art 
majors must have “honors-level work in 
their studio-art coursework, and have 
a strong body of  work in painting and 
drawing,” Rosenthal said. 

When Laag first arrived at Rider, 
she didn’t have any formal training, and 
thought the objective was to replicate 
things exactly as they are seen. She said 
that even though it is a handy quality to 
possess, she quickly realized that wasn’t 
the full story.

“My student career has allowed 
me to explore different approaches 
and mediums that aided in my artistic 
growth,” said Laag.

Rosenthal has been impressed with 
the work Laag has produced.

“I’m very pleased that Dana, who’s 
worked with me since the first semester 
of  her freshman year, will be doing this 
exhibition,” said Rosenthal. “Dana is 
a student who understands the impor-
tance of  the constant practice of  her 
art. She brings a critical intelligence to 
her work, which has grown enormously 
over the four years she has been here at 
Rider.”

Laag has focused on drawing and 
has done strong investigations of  the 
figure, according to Rosenthal. She has 
worked in the studio with live nude or 
clothed models, as well as studied mas-
ters of  painting such as Henri Matisse, 

Pablo Picasso and Titian.
Her most recent breakthrough with 

painting has been learning and discov-
ering the power of  abstract art.

“Recently she has also been work-
ing with me in an abstraction class, and 
she will be showing us another world 
in these paintings and some abstract 
drawings, which are influenced by 
such 20th-century painters as Sonia 
Delaunay and Jean Hélion, and which 
bring her into a whole other story in 
color,” said Rosenthal.

With graduation approaching, Laag 
has been pondering her future career.

“After graduation, I plan on heading 

West for a little and obtaining a teach-
ing certificate to teach high-school-level 
art,” said Laag. “If  I can find a job, 
I’m hoping they’ll help me obtain my 
master’s, so I can teach at the university 
level. I plan on keeping active in my 
painting all the while. Hopefully, travel 
is in the cards also. I may take on some 
volunteer farming or internships to 
help get me around the world.”

The Rider University Art Gallery is 
open Tuesdays through Thursdays from 
11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Sundays from 
noon to 4 p.m. 

P R E V I E W

Smart art combines cognitive and creative thinking

Dana Laag’s Senior Honors Thesis Art Exhibit features art influenced by her personal growth and her 
two majors: visual arts and psychology. The exhibit will run from April 24-30. 
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Merrily We Roll Along centers on Franklin Shepard, played by sophomore Colby Dezelick, right, as he works to become a Hollywood producer, abandoning his friends in his quest. The show begins April 23.
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Cast
Franklin Shepard Colby Dezelick, sophomore
Charley Kringas Matthew Fairlee, junior
Mary Flynn Emma Rose Brooks, sophomore
Scotty Rory Connolly, junior
Scotty’s wife Chloe Voreis,  sophomore
Tyler Chris Hansell, sophomore
Tyler’s wife Marissa Girgus, sophomore
Terry Eric Dann, sophomore
Terry’s wife Samantha Ricchiuti, junior
Bunker Justin Giachetti, freshman
Bunker’s wife Samantha Ferrara, senior
Jerome Ethan Levy, junior
Dory Meredith Bleemer, senior
Ru Aaron Miller, freshman
K.T. Gabrielle Beckford, freshman
Meg Diana Cooper, senior
Gussie Carnegie Carolina Sanchez, senior
TV Newsman Peter Petrino, sophomore
TV Newswoman Chrissy Hartzell, junior
Joe Josephson Travis Pryzbylski, sophomore
Judge & Miniser Rajeer Alford, junior
Photographer Kevin Corkum, sophomore
Beth Spencer Lilli Babb, sophomore
Mr. Spencer Cody Cooley, sophomore
Mrs. Spencer Ally Hern, junior
Ted (pianist) Andres Feliz, junior
Evelyn Chrissy Cody, senior

Performances will be: 
April 23 — 7:30 p.m.  April 26 — 2 p.m. 
April 24 — 7:30 p.m.            April 26 — 7:30 p.m.
April 25 — 7:30 p.m.                             April 27 — 7:30 p.m.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-7775  
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.

Climate change activist uses resources for revolution
The Rider News (TRN) collaborated with the Eco-
Reps and sat down with Tim DeChristopher prior 
to his lecture in the Bart Luedeke Center Theater 
on April 22 to discuss sustainability and his work to 
make a difference.

TRN: What inspired you to become an advocate for 
sustainability?

TD: I’ve never really considered myself  an advo-
cate for sustainability. I consider myself  a climate 
change activist, and in a lot of  ways a social justice 
activist. For me, it’s not about the narrow frame of  
where the environmental issues have normally been 
put, but the broader issues of  the interconnected 
injustices that we face, a lot of  which are manifest-
ing in climate change. For me, I look at it from the 
system change that is necessary there. I really see it 
as systemic injustice, that it’s a failure of  a broken 
democracy that got us into this position. It will take 
a genuinely systemic revolution to get us out of  it. 
I think we need a political revolution; we need an 
energy revolution, an economic revolution and a 
social revolution. And I don’t think we can really 
detach one from the other. I think they all have to go 
hand in hand. 

TRN: How did you feel when you were being removed from 
the auction?

TD: In some ways it was a very intense situation, 
where I knew that it was the beginning of  some big 
consequences that I would be dealing with and that 
I suddenly stepped into a very controversial issue. 
But on the other hand, I was feeling really relaxed 
and peaceful and fulfilled at that time because after 
I had just disrupted that auction, it was really the 
first time that I felt that my actions were really in 

line with my sentiment about climate change. Up 
to that point, I’d been pretty focused on climate 
change and certainly had the sentiment that this is 
the biggest crisis that our civilization has ever faced. 
But my response to it, by in large, was changing my 
consumer habits and biking and signing petitions, all 
stuff  that I knew was nowhere near the scale of  the 
crisis. That had created a lot of  internal turmoil for 
me, and so at that point, once I had jumped all in, I 
really put myself  on the line standing here with this 
injustice. It felt really good that a lot of  that turmoil 
was gone. So internally I really felt relaxed, at the 
same time that my mind was racing about the next 
steps that I needed to be doing at that point. 

TRN: What kind of advice would you give to people like us, 
young college students, and people who may not have the 
resources to perform such large-scale uprisings, such as 
infiltrating an auction, other than changing our consumer 
habits?

TD: I don’t think it necessarily takes resources to 
do it. I didn’t have any resources at that time. I 
didn’t have any support. All that came afterwards. 
I was working alone. I think the important thing is 
to realize the institutions that we’re a part of, and 
realize the other roles in which we have power. 
And we’re taught to think as consumers and look 
for the ways that we can have an impact with our 
consumer habits, but you’re also university students 
that can influence that institution. We’re seeing a 
lot of  that around the country, with the campaigns 
to divest endowment from fossil fuels. That’s a kind 
of  shift from this consumer thinking to thinking as 
part of  a interconnected web, which I think is a lot 
more powerful. People looking at those structures of  
power, and looking at what connections they have 
to the institutions or players within that structure, 
and what they can do to influence those institu-
tions that they’re connected to. A lot of  people get 

disempowered trying to work on the big issues, 
because they look at some decision-maker, like the 
president or Congress or some CEO. They try to 
petition that person or call that person, and that 
person doesn’t care what you think. You have no 
influence over that person, and so you get dismissed, 
and that seems disempowering. But that person in 
power is not isolated and you are not an isolated 
individual. We’re each connected to this bigger web, 
and when you leverage those connections that you 
have and start to realize the power that comes from 
the communities you’re a part of, which might be 
very small local communities, a little grass-roots 
group where you’re one of  five people, you have a 
big influence over that group. Or the larger commu-
nities that you’re a part of  in your cities or wherever, 
you might be part of  10,000. You can’t control that 
as well as your little group but then once you start 
to shift those bigger communities, then they have 
a lot more leverage to then shift the bigger picture 
that they’re a part of. So I think recognizing those 
connections is a really big part of  finding where our 
power lies. 
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F R O M  T H E  E D I TO R

Finance management 
proves to be flawed
GRADUATION marks the end of  

college years and the start of  
a new, often terrifying chapter 
of  life. Students are suddenly 

transformed into adults and are 
thrown head first into the real world. 
It is assumed that college prepares 
students for this sudden change, but 
it seems that there may be something 
missing from the system.

Rider students are forced to get 
through numerous general educa-
tion core classes that are meant to 
produce well-rounded individuals 
who are on their way to becoming 
prepared for the real world. But how 
prepared can anyone be without 
knowledge pertaining to the man-
agement of  money — the thing that 
makes the world go round?

What Rider students really need 
are money-management skills. While 
many college students may be liv-
ing miles away from home, parents 
often continue to take care of  all the 
important monetary business. This 
effort to help their children may do 
more harm than good.

Richard Boyum, psychol-
ogy professor of  University of  
Wisconsin-Eau Claire, discusses 
some surprisingly true stereotypes 
concerning college students and 
their financial notions in an article 
on Forbes.com.

Boyum explains that most college 
students need to make a few mis-
takes before they learn to manage 
their finances. He also stresses that 
many young adults see money as 
something to spend, rather than 
something to save, and offers an eye-
opening example.

 “I once had a student show up in 
a new jacket. He said it was a $200 
jacket, but he got it on sale and had 
‘saved’ $100. I said, ‘Show me the 
$100.’ I explained that he hadn’t 
saved $100, he’d spent $100. This 
surprises many students.”

Major expenses can even arise 
from everyday activities. Many stu-
dents at Rider may not realize just 
how much cash they’re spending at 
Starbucks, especially if  their fancy 
cards are set up to reload automati-
cally when coffee funds get low.

The key to financial stability in 
life is living frugally, not luxuriously, 
reports Forbes.com. Students may 
need to be forced to take a look at 
their spending habits before their 
spending tendencies land them in a 
deep hole of  debt.

The troublesome relationship 

between young adults and finances 
does not end with shopping or caf-
feine addictions. The true issue here 
is much deeper. Nowadays, most col-
lege students don’t even know how 
to write a check.

Boyum may believe that college 
students learn from their financial 
mistakes, but maybe Rider can help 
prevent those mistakes before they 
occur. An easy solution would be to 
offer basic financial management 
instruction to students.

If  students are never forced to 
write a check, pay a bill, do their 
taxes or manage their money, they 
will never learn. Financial manage-
ment is obviously not being taught 
by parents, so colleges and universi-
ties might need to step up to the 
plate and take on the challenge.

Many high schools offer financial 
management classes. For example, 
Point Pleasant Borough High School 
offers a class that teaches students to 
write checks and maintain a check-
book. It even provides an introduc-
tion to the stock market through an 
online simulation program. These 
skills are important for the general 
success of  students not only in the 
workplace, but in every area of  life.

Rider can provide students with 
basic financial management knowl-
edge through seminars or courses. 
Freshman seminars can be adjusted 
in order to provide students with 
basic skills, and senior seminars can 
take a break from major-related 
work to help seniors delve into real-
world situations before graduation.

Another alternative is to require a 
financial management course in the 
core curriculum. This could provide 
all students with knowledge that will 
help them manage their finances 
throughout their entire lives.

Rider is responsible for produc-
ing students who are ready to take 
on the world. This ability does not 
come only from mastering basic 
math, science, reading and writ-
ing skills, but also from taking on 
realistic situations. Providing Rider 
students with financial management 
instruction can solve this intimidat-
ing dilemma that students are facing.

Opinion

SOPHOMORE SENTIMENTS

Using real skills 
in competition

I AM honored to be a part of  Rider 
University’s newly initiated Pi Sigma 
Epsilon Zeta Psi Chapter. From April 
8-13, we stood out at our first Nation-

als in Miami, Fla. Moreover, we made 
great strides and set standards for our 
own chapter in the Pro-Am Sales Com-
petition, Recruitment Fair Challenge 
and Case Study Competition.  

Along with my chapter, I had the 
opportunity to compete against 500 
other Pi Sigma Epsilon (PSE) members 

at Nationals. I had to utilize the skills 
that I learned from working with 
PSE sales trainers to craft an effective 
12-minute sales pitch for Multiview’s 
Targeted Campaigns. The objective 
was to successfully close the deal, walk-
ing away with a check from the client. 
It may have seemed like a daunting 
task to role-play with sales profession-
als from Multiview, but it put me in a 
real-world environment. Where else 
could I obtain such distinct training 
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Copy Editor Sarah Bergen
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The Rider News has an immediate 
opening for a delivery manager 
and copy editors.

Interested candidates should email the 
incoming executive editor Christopher 
Brooks at brooksc@rider.edu and the 
incoming managing editor Sarah Bergen 
at bergens@rider.edu with a résumé.

The delivery manager must have a car 
and be available on early Wednesday 
mornings. Prospective copy editors 
must take a test and be available to 
work Sunday afternoons, Monday and 
Tuesday nights.  
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and receive feedback prior to entering the workforce? 
All six of  us competed against more than 150 stu-
dents. Junior sociology and psychology major Rachael 
Nissim placed in the top 30. 

I was very fortunate to be accompanied by my fel-
low delegates including: Eric Marion, a senior double 
major in entrepreneurship and finance; Jon Sanchez, 
a senior marketing major; Nissim; Devon Downs, a 
sophomore double major in marketing and econom-
ics; and Andrew Gordon, a freshman double major in 
marketing and public relations. 

Afterward, our team competed in a Case Study 
Competition sponsored by GEICO. We had less than 
24 hours to craft a marketing strategy for GEICO 
and its affinity program. This competition allowed the 
team to use classroom skills in a real-world context. 
According to our judge, we took second place in the 
first round of  competition, so we did not advance to 
the final round. I felt the team performed extraordi-
narily well in our first national marketing challenge, 
and we look to place next year at nationals.

During the fall regional conferences, our team was 
mixed into inter-chapter teams and each group used 
its marketing skills to create a new marketing plan for 
Southwestern Advantage. Sanchez’s team was one of  
five finalists for the Regional Conference Marketing 
Challenge Award acknowledged at Nationals.

Freshman delegate Andrew Gordon brought our 
school to the leaderboard when he was one of  eight 

to be recognized as a PSE 2014 Future Leader. He is 
now part of  the PSE 2014 Future Leaders Team. This 
scholarship consists of  a PSE National Convention 
registration ($275) and a $100 travel stipend to attend 
the National Convention. I can duly note that I was 
deeply impressed that Andrew had won the award in 
our first year in the competition. I know he will con-
tinue to lead PSE for the remaining three years.

Each year the National Scholarship Committee 
awards about $40,000 in scholarships at the PSE 
National Convention. This year the National 
Scholarship Committee selected 38 finalists out of  
97 scholarship applications. Of  the awards given, 
the memorial scholarships were the most prestigious 
and most difficult to obtain. I was honored to be the 
recipient of  the Whan Memorial Scholarship; it was 
relieving to know that hard work does pay off. 

Our team this year set the precedent for our future 
participation in PSE conferences. Since this is our 
first year as a chapter, we put Rider on the map on 
a national level. This rewarding experience will help 
pave the way for many future accolades for Rider’s 
PSE.

PSE has allowed me to build connections with 
recruiters from Fortune 500 companies, strengthened 
the effectiveness of  my sales pitches and case study 
strategies, and offered me internship opportunities 
that will transform into full-time positions at gradu-
ation. If  you would like the same, contact Nissin at 
nissinr@rider.edu or myself  at kolbuszm@rider.edu.

-Matthew Kolbusz 
Sophomore marketing and advertising double major

AS college students, we work hard enough as it is. 
Not only are we constantly studying for exams, 
writing papers or completing group projects, it 
seems like there’s always something to be done. 

Of  course, when we do have some down time, it’s 
always nice to treat ourselves with some retail therapy 
or time with friends. Unfortunately for us, we’re 
already spending a fortune on our tuition. Therefore, 
it’s hard to have some extra cash for fun. 

Luckily for Rider students, we’re located near 
Route 1 where there are a number of  stores, restau-
rants and even the Quakerbridge Mall, where students 
can find a job. 

There are always some complications with that, 
too, though. It’s off  campus, so a mode of  transpor-
tation is a must. Then there’s the crazy hours and 
having to work around classes and extra-curricular 
activities. 

Students who have the opportunity to work on 
campus get the best of  both worlds. 

While there are not enough jobs on campus for 

every student to have one, those who do are extremely 
lucky. 

All jobs on campus are walking distance away for 
residents. No transportation is needed, and no gas 
money is spent. 

Your chances for getting a job increase if  it has 
something to do with your major, such as working for 
the TV studio as a lab assistant or assisting a professor 
with a project or study. 

Above all, campus employers understand that 
school comes first and recognize its importance before 
work. For on-campus jobs, student workers cannot 
clock more than 20 hours per week, allowing them 
to make money and also have time for studying and 
other homework. 

Most importantly, employers on campus are flexible 
with work schedules. You can work around your class 
time because your education always comes first. 

As a student worker on campus myself, I can 
honestly say that it is the best. I don’t have to worry 
about driving to my job; I just walk there when it is 

necessary. I am able to work my classes and my job 
schedule together, so I am able not only to work and 
get paid, but also to have enough time to study and 
complete my homework. 

While working on campus, I’ve also made a num-
ber of  connections with professors and administrators; 
it’s easy to get to know them when you work so closely 
together. Becoming close with professors and admin-
istrators can really help in the long run. They have 
connections that others do not, so they can help you 
find an internship or write a letter of  recommendation 
since they know you so well. 

It may seem nearly impossible to find a job on 
campus since they’re so limited, but don’t give up. 
Ask around and check the Broncs Career Link for any 
open opportunities. It’s always nice to have some extra 
pocket change to spend, and working on campus is the 
best way to get it. 

-Danielle Gittleman 
Opinion Editor

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Earth Day celebration inspires students to go green

IT’S officially Earth Day, and that 
means it’s time to think green. There 
is a plethora of  ways to reduce your 
carbon footprint just by changing 

your daily habits. 
An easy first step is to participate 

in Meatless Mondays, something 
that Daly’s has previously promoted. 
According to Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, the average American 
consumes around 200 pounds of  meat 
every year. You can cut down on your 
consumption by adopting a vegetarian 
lifestyle one day a week. In fact, accord-
ing to the Environmental Working 
Group, if  everyone in the United States 
avoided meat and cheese for one day a 
week, it would equal taking 7.6 million 

cars off  of  the road in terms of  their 
carbon footprints. There are also major 
health benefits of  switching out meat 
and cheese for veggies.

Another activity that would sig-
nificantly decrease your transporta-
tion carbon footprint is to utilize other 
options aside from driving your car. 
One sustainable alternative is riding a 
bike, which, according to youcanbiketh-
ere.com, eliminates the nearly 13,000 
pounds of  emissions produced by pas-
senger cars each year. Next time you 
head to Princeton, opt to use your bike 
or take advantage of  public transporta-
tion to cut down your overall footprint.

This Friday, April 25, is Arbor 
Day and Rider is participating in the 

celebration by hosting a campus clean-
up. Rider should increase its impact by 
inviting students to decorate the barren 
pathways near Cranberry’s with small 
flowers and trees. This is a good way 
to eliminate some of  the greenhouse 
gases. In a single tree’s lifetime, one ton 
of  carbon will be absorbed. Trees can 
also provide shade so that an air condi-
tioner is not needed.

Now that spring has sprung, you can 
save energy by shutting off  the televi-
sion in your dorm and head outside 
for some fresh air. By unplugging your 
computer each night for a month, you 
can save around 51 pounds of  carbon. 
Another way to save energy is to turn 
off  the lights when you leave your 

dorm. According to the University of  
Nebraska’s website, “lighting accounts 
for 5 percent to 10 percent of  total 
energy use.”

Changing small daily habits can 
have a big impact on energy savings. 
Remember to switch off  your lights 
when you leave your room, and ride 
your bike whenever possible. By par-
ticipating in Earth-friendly activities, 
you can join in the celebration of  Earth 
Day.

  -Stephanie Eppolito 
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Opinion
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Sports
McKenzie signs up for pro career in Spain

By Steven Eggert

LAST week, the Rider women’s 
basketball Twitter account 
tweeted, “Mac is a pro,” 
followed by, “Historic day 

for Rider Women’s Basketball. 
MyNeshia McKenzie has just 
officially signed a professional 
contract.”

After four years of  being one 
of  the Broncs’ top scorers, senior 
guard McKenzie has decided to 
try for a professional career by 
signing with Spain’s 4 Players 
Sports Agency. 

As a result of  signing the con-
tract, she will be able to explore 
professional basketball opportuni-
ties internationally. It’s a one-
year deal under her agent, Alicia 
Lopez, who was a former Spanish 
pro basketball player. 

Of  the agencies that were 
scouting her in both the United 
States and in other countries, 
McKenzie felt comfortable with 
Lopez and 4 Players Sports. With 
this deal, she’ll be able to find the 
pro team that’s right for her.

“I love my agent,” McKenzie 
said. “I’ve been talking with her 
since the beginning of  the whole 

process. She’ll be there for me at 
any time and she’s just finding me 
a job. Through her connections 
from talking with her, getting a job 
wouldn’t be a problem.”

The last Rider women’s bas-
ketball player to graduate and 
play professionally was Amanda 
Sepulveda, ’09, who went on 
to play in Puerto Rico with 
Balancesto Superior Nacional 
Femenino. However, McKenzie 
concluded her Rider career with 
482 more points, while being 
the all-time rebounds leader 
with 1,143. She also averaged 
19.5 points per game, and 11.1 
rebounds per game in her senior 
year.  

Head Coach Lynn Milligan 
believes McKenzie’s performance 
helped attract numerous scouts.

“MyNeshia got some looks 
this year simply based on her 
numbers,” Milligan said. “She 
was basically a 20-point and 
10-rebound kid. That opens a lot 
of  eyes, and most agents had never 
even seen her play. So we’ve got to 
put a highlight package together 
so that this agency can use it.”

 Those stats also led to an 

invite-only opportunity at the 
ProHoops Combine in Nashville, 
Tenn. It was one of  the first places 
McKenzie was asked to showcase 
her abilities following the season. 
There, she was put to the test 
against some of  the best women’s 
collegiate players the nation had 
to offer.

“I was playing with girls 
from Kentucky, Ole Miss and 
Louisville,” McKenzie said. “One 
of  the girls got drafted the other 
day. You just had these high-qual-
ity major teams. It was invite only, 
there were 25 agents, 11 of  the 12 
WNBA teams and their coaches 
were there. So it was big.”

After that, McKenzie made her 
decision to be a part of  another 
team once she leaves Rider. The 
scouting process is similar to col-
lege recruitment, so there is a lot 
of  Rider pride with McKenzie 
deciding to play professionally.

“It’s something she worked 
really hard for,” Milligan said. 
“She’s in a situation now where 
she can continue her career and 
represent Rider and herself  any-
where she can end up. We hope it 
lasts a long time.”

Senior guard MyNeshia McKenzie signs with a Spanish agency in 
hopes of playing professionally overseas.
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Congratulations Rider 
graduates of 2014, 
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S O F T B A L L

Broncs snap six-game losing streak with 13-0 win
By Carlos Toro

THE Broncs’ offense erupted for 13 runs against St. 
Peter’s on April 21, nearly matching their total for 
their previous seven home games and earning a 
victory for the first time since April 13. 

However, the Broncs struggled for most of  the 
10-game home stand with doubleheaders against 
Delaware, Manhattan, St. Peter’s and Lafayette from 
April 16-22.

The Broncs were swept by both Delaware (21-22, 
5-9 CAA) and Manhattan (7-5, 17-21 MAAC) on 
April 16 and 19, respectively. 

Rider lost the opening game against Delaware by a 
score of  12-4 and lost 3-1 in the second game. 

After the first game of  the doubleheader, which 
Rider lost 4-3 in extra innings, the Broncs honored 
senior second baseman Kehli Washington and senior 
utility player Mary Rossi.

“Senior day is always emotional,” said Head Coach 
Tricia Carroll. “We spend so much time together and 
share so much in the short four years of  college. It 
goes by too fast.”

It was not just a special moment for Carroll, but for 
the younger players as well.

“As an underclassman, seeing the seniors play their 
last home game series was pretty sad, knowing that 
in just four years, your career is over, doing what you 
have worked so hard for your whole life,” said fresh-
man pitcher Delany DeMello. 

However, the moment was squandered as the 
Broncs suffered a 6-2 defeat.  

The series against St. Peter’s (4-8, 13-2 MAAC) on 
April 21 saw the Broncs outscore the Peacocks 16-5. 

Although they lost the first game 5-3, the Broncs’ 
bats came alive in game two as they won by a score of  
13-0 and snapped their six-game losing streak.

The win saw the top of  the Broncs’ lineup produce 
as Washington collected four hits and two RBI, while 
junior outfielder Amanda Irving’s two-run homerun 
headlined her three-RBI night. Freshman second 
baseman Amanda Crimarco contributed from the 
bottom of  the lineup with two hits and two RBIs of  
her own.

Rider lost its first game 6-2 as Lafayette’s offense 
scored five runs in the fifth inning and dropped the 
second game 5-4, despite the early 3-0 Bronc lead.

Carroll attributes Rider’s struggles to the inability 
to get the clutch hits.

“We have been playing very tough but continue to 
struggle with the knockout punch,” Carroll said. “The 
team continues to be upbeat and positive about the 
season.”

DeMello takes the Broncs’ closely contended games 
as a good sign. She believes it proves the team can go 
toe-to-toe with the best.

“The most positive thing is, we can compete with 
anyone in the conference,” said DeMello.

The Broncs will take a trip to Canisius on April 26 
and go to Niagara on April 27 before returning home 
for a doubleheader against La Salle on April 30.
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Phillies’ CFO pitches business advice
By Tom Regan and Carlos Toro

THE Philadelphia Phillies’ chief  
financial officer has become 
accustomed to signing checks 
and reviewing paperwork for the 

team’s baseball operations. But when 
he received a check from Los Angeles 
Angels’ star centerfielder Mike Trout, 
the CFO was unsure whether he should 
cash it in — or frame it. 

“Trout is from Jersey and the Angels 
are coming in next month,” said John 
Nickolas, who is not only CFO, but 
also the Phillies’ vice president. “He 
bought a suite for his family for one of  
the games, and I received a check from 
Trout, who wrote it himself, and I’m 
staring at the check and wondering to 
myself, ‘Should I just keep this?’”

Nickolas spoke on April 15 after 
being invited by Dr. Larry Prober, an 
accounting professor. Nickolas shared 
his experiences in the business of  MLB.

He described his involvement in the 
intense negotiations that resulted in a 
25-year, $2.5 billion deal with Comcast 
to broadcast Phillies games.

“There were four of  us involved: 
our CEO, the marketing guy, me and 
our attorney,” Nickolas said. “Without 
a doubt it was the largest project we 
worked on all year and it will probably 
be the largest deal we will work on in 
our entire lives because it was a multi-
billion-dollar deal.”

Nickolas spoke about merchan-
dise as a leading source of  profit and 

recalled the surprisingly successful 
creation of  the Phillie Phanatic hat.

“The guy whose idea was the Phillie 
Phanatic hat almost got laughed out 
of  the room,” Nickolas said. “He said, 
‘I hope you’re kidding when you’re 
laughing, because I already ordered 
thousands of  them.’

“He looked at me and said, ‘What 
do you think?’ and I said, ‘Well, you’re 
talking to a guy that buys camouflage 
hats.’ And sure enough most of  them 
were wrong, and he and I were right.”

Nickolas engaged the audience, 

giving everyone a chance to hold 
both the Phillies’ 2008 World Series 
Championship ring and their 2009 
National League Pennant ring.

His speech went against the tradi-
tional format as he welcomed ques-
tions throughout, and encouraged the 
audience to answer trivia questions that 
earned a prize for the correct answer.

In addition to his explanation of  
the business of  the MLB, Nickolas 
gave advice to those who hope to 
thrive in their careers. He stressed the 
importance of  working hard and being 

honest.
“Some of  this advice may seem like 

motherhood pie, but it’s true,” said 
Nickolas. “Work hard. I’ve seen pretty 
average to above-average people just 
outwork everyone around them and 
climb the corporate ladder that way. 
There is almost no replacement for it.”

Prober, who was instrumental in 
bringing Nickolas to speak, believes the 
interactive lecture was “invaluable to 
our students.”

 “I had hoped to have members of  
the Philadelphia professional sports 
franchises visit my business of  sports 
class back in 2005,” Prober said. “I 
contacted John Nickolas, explained my 
objectives, and he gladly offered to take 
part. Since that time, he has spoken to 
various classes and student organiza-
tions on campus.”

Jonathan Grossman, president of  
Beta Alpha Psi, an international honors 
organization for accounting, finance 
and information systems students and 
professionals, said that Nickolas taught 
the audience, not only about the busi-
ness of  baseball, but also how to suc-
ceed in any career.   

“John Nickolas showed students 
that the world of  business can take you 
anywhere, as long as you work hard 
everyday and continue to learn,” said 
Grossman, a graduate student in the 
MAcc program.
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John Nickolas, CFO of the Philadelphia Phillies, spoke at Rider about his experiences in the business 
world of MLB on April 15.
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Rick Smith, his father who went with him that day, 
took in all the information while his son was in a state 
of  shock. However, as a father, Rick Smith was tense 
himself.

“You hear cancer and it scares you, and you’re 
trying to figure out what’s going to be next,” he said. 
“We were fortunate enough that we went to Sloan-
Kettering Hospital in New York City. They’re one of  
the top cancer centers in the world. We had extensive 
conversations with the doctors and they told us that 
since Greg said something and caught it early he had 
a very high chance of  beating it.”

Starting the fight
The process to defeat cancer started in August, 

when Smith underwent his first surgery to remove the 
cancer-ridden testicle. 

The surgery was followed by four rounds of  chemo-
therapy, which were started on Sept. 10, 2012. After 
the first round of  chemotherapy, Smith came down 
with a fever that developed into a medical emergency, 
keeping him in a hospital for seven days.

At this point, Smith was neutropenic, meaning he 
had a low count of  the white blood cells that fight off  
diseases and infections. He would receive short-acting 
neupagin shots to combat the fever and raise his white 
blood cell count.

When doctors informed Rick Smith what could 
happen throughout the chemotherapy process, he said 
it was one of  the scariest battles he had to watch his 
son go through.

“There were a couple of  days where there was no 
skin-to-skin contact allowed,” Smith said. “Everybody 
had to wear a mask and gloves. We were contagious to 
him; he wasn’t contagious to anybody else. Doctors, 
nurses, us, everybody had to be fully gowned so they 
could keep any bacteria away from him.”

While nothing drastic like a fever happened 
after that first round, Greg Smith’s suffering contin-
ued. After each of  the remaining three rounds of  

chemotherapy, he would receive a neulasta shot with 
hydration that caused some bone pain, sometimes to 
the point where Smith could barely move.

In addition, Smith could not eat much during his 
treatment. He lost his appetite; most foods, to him, 
would taste like metal because of  a cystplatinum drug. 
He would be tired all the time, and the end of  the 
weeks were the worst.

Yet throughout the pain and suffering, Greg Smith 
was still confident.

“From day one, we were going to beat it,” he said. 
“So, there was no losing.”

Junior pole vaulter Anthony DeFranco is not only 
one of  Smith’s teammates, but his roommate and one 
of  his closest friends. DeFranco stayed strong, seeing 
how Smith handled cancer.

“When Greg first said he had cancer, it was a 
shock,” DeFranco said. “I never expected one of  my 
closest friends to have cancer. He had an optimistic 
attitude all the time and was always smiling as usual.”

Recovery
Finally on Nov. 17, 2012, chemotherapy ended for 

Smith. According to Rick Smith, the doctors informed 
the family that while the chemotherapy might have 
done its job, there was still about an 18% chance that 
the cancer would return. The only way to know for 
sure was to undergo another surgery.

Rick Smith and his wife, Carol Smith, said they 
had a feeling their son would choose the surgery in 
order to hopefully gain some peace of  mind about the 
disease. Sure enough, Greg Smith accepted.

On Jan. 4, 2013, Smith entered a four-hour 
surgery. The surgery required the doctors to open 
the track athlete up with an incision from his chest 
to his pelvis, one that required 70 staples. His organs 
were pushed aside and about 100 lymph nodes were 
removed from the back of  his abdomen. The surgeons 
checked for any cancer cells to make sure they were 
dead, and for any pre-cancerous teratoma cells.

A week later, on Jan. 11, 2013, Greg Smith was 
deemed cancer-free. However, to him, his mission was 
not complete. It was only one part of  a list of  things 
he needed to accomplish.

Winning the battle
In April 2013, Smith was allowed to work out 

again, but not at full capacity. He was only able to do 
one crunch a day and jog very slowly to start.

Smith was able to come back for the indoor track 
season, but it wasn’t until the outdoor season’s Rider 
Invitational this year that Smith knew his fight was 
over.

That day, in front of  friends and family at the home 
track, Smith competed in the long jump. After hav-
ing a personal best of  21’4”, Smith won the event by 
jumping one foot farther.

“I’ve now completed everything and I feel like I 
beat it,” Smith said. “After that I went right to the 
stands, right to my parents and I gave them both a big 
hug because we all knew now that I’ve finally beat it.”

Head Coach Bob Hamer felt that this victory for 
Smith was personal as much as it was athletic.

“He has overcome so much in the last year, fighting 
cancer,” Hamer said. “To come out and win the meet 
on a big jump was great to see. He has worked so hard 
and overcame so many obstacles, and I was really 
proud of  his performance.”

Smith will have to go for blood work and X-rays 
every two months to make sure the cancer doesn’t 
return, but his family and friends are positive he will 
have a long and healthy life.

Rick Smith said that this victory for his son is 
something every person can learn a lesson from when 
it comes to dealing with the body.

“The message for people is to understand your 
body and know your body,” Rick Smith said. “When 
you think there’s something, get it checked out. And if  
you do it early enough, you can have a similar result to 
what Greg has now.”

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Track splits team over weekend meets
By Thomas Albano

AS the road to the MAAC 
Championship continues, the 
Broncs split the team for the first 
time this season and will do so 

again later this week.
Some of  the men and women par-

ticipated in the Larry Ellis Invitational 
in Princeton on April 18 and 19. The 
rest of  the team went to Bethlehem, 
Pa., for the Greyhound Invitational on 
April 19.

Head Coach Bob Hamer felt that 
the move paid off.

“We had some real good perfor-
mances at both meets,” Hamer said. 
“Both meets provided the right amount 
of  competition for each of  the ath-
letes. That is why we split the squad, 
to ensure that each athlete was given 
the right situation to provide the best 
opportunity for him or her to compete 
at his or her best.”

At the Larry Ellis Invitational, top 
performances from the men included 
freshman sprinter Lamont Higgins, 
who finished third in the 400-meter 
dash with a time of  48.32 seconds, 
an IC4A qualifying time, and junior 
distance runner Dylan Hallahan, who 
finished the 3000-meter steeplechase in 
9:11.96, giving him a personal record 
and qualifying him for the IC4As.

The women at the Princeton meet 

saw two distance runners break Rider 
records. Junior Emily Ritter finished 
ninth in the 1500-meter run with a 
time of  4:28.76, and graduate Megan 
Elgin finished 29th in the 5000-meter 
run in 17:12.52. In addition to setting 
new school records, both qualified for 
ECACs.

 Sophomore hurdler Dashana 
Ransome finished 10th in the 100-
meter hurdles in an ECAC qualifying 
time of  14.34 seconds.

Meanwhile, at the Greyhound 
Invitational, the men saw strong 
performances from three freshmen: 
distance runner Brad Kaufmann, who 
won the 3000-meter steeplechase with 
a total time of  9:37.91; distance runner 
Salman Khalid, who finished third 
in the 5000-meter run in 15:10.97; 
and pole vaulter Erik Adamcik, who 
finished fourth with a height of  4.4 
meters.

In addition, sophomore mid-distance 
runner Tom McLaughlin finished sixth 
in the 800-meter run with 1:56.81.

While McLaughlin did not come out 
on top in the race, he feels motivated by 
his performance.

“I felt as if  I had one of  my best 
races in a while,” McLaughlin said. 
“I could have ran a little smarter but 
that race gave me a lot of  confidence 
after just recently coming back from an 

injury.”
The women at the Greyhound 

Invitational saw notable performances 
from freshman distance runner Megan 
McGarrity, who finished fifth in the 
1500-meter run with a time of  4:48.20, 
and junior Taylor Harmon, who tied 
for fifth in the high jump with a dis-
tance of  1.52 meters.

The squads will be split again in 
the coming week, as part of  the team 
will participate in the Penn Relays in 
Philadelphia from April 24-26, while 

the other half  of  the team will go to 
The College of  New Jersey on April 26 
for the Lions’ Invitational.

With these being the final meets 
until the MAAC Championship, 
Hamer looks to utilize similar strategy.

“We have several relays and indi-
viduals that have qualified for Penn 
Relays,” Hamer said. “Those select 
individuals will compete and the 
remainder will compete at TCNJ. It is 
the last opportunity to get seed times or 
performances for the MAAC meet.”

Smith’s triumphs include more than just track
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Sophomore hurdler Dashana Ransome qualified for ECACs in the 100-meter hurdles at Princeton.
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