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FINAL STRETCH
Students find ways to focus at the end of  the 
semester. page 9

FIGHTING BIG OIL
Tim DeChristopher stars in Bidder 70 and will 
be Rider’s Earth Day keynote speaker. page 7

NO PLACE LIKE HOME
Men’s and women’s on track teams sweep at Rider 
Invitational. page 12

By Lauren Santye

THIS summer, Rider will make the transition from 
the current email server Zimbra, to Google Apps 
for Education. 

While rider.edu addresses and Easypass 
passwords will not change, the switch will provide 
additional benefits to students and staff  and cost 
savings for the university, according to the Office of  
Information Technology (OIT). 

“We have been working really hard to review the 
services that we run and support, and see if  there are 
ways that we can do better,” said Carol Kondrach, 
OIT associate vice president. “So better means more 
capabilities.”

There is a lot more to Google Apps for Education 
than email, said Kondrach. 

“We get the whole Google Apps for Education 
suite,” she said. “During this first phase, we’re plan-
ning on turning three things on: We’re going to turn 
on Gmail, calendar and Google docs. Our focus for 
this initial phase is email and calendar.”

Google Apps for Education also offers Drive, 
Sheets, Slides, Sites and Vault. 

Although a definite date has not been set for the 
transition, it will be taking place after commencement 
during the summer months. 

“We don’t want to make the actual move until 
we know we’re fully ready to go,” Kondrach said. “I 
expect it will be sometime between the May and June 
time frame.”

The transition will be taking place over a week-
end. Everyone will move to the new email server, but 

older, saved emails will be migrated only for faculty 
and staff. Old emails in students’ accounts will not be 
saved unless students do it themselves, with instruc-
tions from OIT.

“We are not planning on doing that for students,” 
she said. “If  they want to transfer their old Rider 
email to their new Google account, they can them-
selves. If  they don’t, they don’t have to. We think it’s 
a better approach, given the volume and the number 
of  students who may or may not want to drag all their 
old email with them.”

However, faculty and staff  will lose their old calen-
dar information because of  the lack of  compatibility 
between Oracle and Google. 

“We’re choosing this time of  year, because it’s less 
impact for people,” Kondrach said. “It’s before all 
the appointments are scheduled. No one’s calendar is 
being transferred.”

Previously, students did not have a calendar 
because Rider did not have licenses for that, said 
Kondrach. 

In addition to the Gmail and calendar, there will be 
additional space in the email service. 

“With Zimbra, the current email quota for students 
is 300MB,” Kondrach said. “With Gmail, the student 
quota will be 30GB.”

Another bonus to making the switch in system is 
the reduction in costs. 

“Zimbra costs us about $20,000-plus a year,” she 
said. “That’s just for the 
email. You have to have stor-
age, so disk space. You have 

Zimbra today, Gmail tomorrow, and 30GB quota
A bus ride that ended at this Parkside Avenue stop on Oct. 28, 2011, changed two people’s lives forever, one of them who was then a Rider sophomore. See story, p. 4. 

This summer, Rider is switching email platforms from Zimbra to 
Google Apps for Education. ➠ SEE EMAIL

PAGE 4

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

M
ac

ke
nz

ie
 E

m
m

en
s 

&
 K

at
ie

 H
am

bo
r/

 T
he

 R
id

er
 N

ew
s

Lessons From a Tragedy ➠ PAGE 4
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Thursday, April 17

International alumni network event   
6:30 p.m., North Hall
The Center for International Education is hosting a 
networking reception for international students and 
alumni.

Westminster Christian Fellowship
7:30 p.m., Talbott Library
A meeting will be held for those who want to explore. 
All are welcome regardless of  background. 

Friday, April 18

Sustainability studies awards program
1:30 p.m., North Hall
The winner of  the 2013-14 internship paper award 
will be announced, followed by a short presentation on 
career opportunities in sustainability.

Gaming night
4 p.m., Memorial Hall
The Strategic Gaming Club is hosting a fun night with 
games such as Monopoly, Risk, Battleship, Uno and 
many more. Food will also be available. 

Monday, April 21

Coffee hour
7:30 a.m., Behind the Admissions Office 
Students will receive donuts, coffee and hot chocolate 
walking to class from the commuter lot. 

Tuesday, April 22

Earth Day speaker
7 p.m., BLC Theater
Tim DeChristopher, the focus of  the documentary Bid-
der 70, will give a lecture, with a Q&A to follow. 

T H I S  W E E KRider hosted an “In Their Shoes” exhibit on April 10. 
The display was brought to the campus by a non-
profit organization called Attitudes in Reverse (AIR).

There were 234 different pairs of shoes that lined 
the sidewalks in order to represent children between 
the ages of 10 and 24 who have committed suicide 
between 2009-11.

AIR was created by Kurt and Tricia Baker, whose 
son, Kenny, suffered from a mental illness and ended 
up taking his own life in 2009.

AIR’s website emphasizes it is just as important 
to educate so that no one is misjudged or criticized 
because they have a biological-based brain illness.
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Pole smasher
Don’t drink and… walk? Public 

Safety was dispatched at 1:31 a.m. 
on April 13 when a female student 
reported seeing a man knocking 
over four small light poles that 
illuminate the pathway between 
West Village A and B. The student 
provided a description of the 
suspect. 

While searching the area, 
Public Safety located the indi-
vidual, who was a former student. 
He initially denied the accusa-
tion, but then admitted to the 
act, explaining that he had been 
drinking prior to the incident. He 
is now a persona non grata. Public 
Safety commended the student 
who quickly reported the inci-
dent, as it helped officers respond 
effectively. 

Mysterious hit
Apparently, students should 

not leave vehicles unattended for 
long spans of time. 

On April 6, a male student left 
his car in the West Village parking 
lot. Upon returning on April 11 
at 2:43 p.m., he found damage to 
the left rear driver’s side quarter 
panel. A suspect has not yet been 
identified. Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the incident, please 
contact Public Safety at x5029.

 

 

 

Door smash
It sounds as though The Hulk 

broke out of Kroner Hall. 
On April 12 at 8:18 p.m., Public 

Safety received information from 
a student Public Safety staff 
member that the main door to 
the residence hall was broken and 
wide open. The catch at the top of 
the door was broken, a rivet was 
snapped and the door was bent. 
Facilities responded right away to 
repair the damage. Public Safety is 
still investigating the incident, and 
asks anyone with information to 
contact officers at x5029.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Earth Day!
April 22nd

11:00 am - 1:00 pm
on the Campus Mall!
(Rain Location: SRC Lobby)

Sit-n-Spin Rides!

Relay Races 
and Games!

Info Tables!

Free Give Aways!

Learn about the sustainability movement 
in our local community and at Rider!

*Bring an article of clothing 
to trade in for a 

Broncs Go Green shirt!

2014

Students observe the shoe display in front of Daly’s.

M E M O R I A L I Z I N G  L I V E S  L O S T
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By Will Gallagher

FOR the first time in 15 years, Rider’s 
entrepreneurship students brought 
home a win — in the form of  two 
first-place trophies. 

In February, two teams of  Rider 
entrepreneurship students, one under-
graduate and one graduate business 
administration, went to Las Vegas 
to compete as finalists in the Small 
Business Institute (SBI) Consulting 
Project of  the Year competition. The 
event required students to create con-
sulting plans for real-world institutions. 

Kimberly Cook, a secondary 
education major; Jeremy Hopewell, 
a business administration major; and 
Matthew Nowlin, a business admin-
istration major, were three of  the 
graduate students who participated in 
the event. 

“I would say our success came from 
our ability to work together as a team, 
and leveraging our individual strengths 
to support each other to deliver an out-
standing final product for the client,” 
said Kimberly Cook. 

According to SBI’s website, it was 
formed in 1976 and is the premier 
organization dedicated to field-based 
student consulting and outreach to 
small businesses.

Dr. Ron Cook, director of  SBI and 
the students’ professor, said the double 
win was a memorable moment.  

“When I found out both teams were 
in the top three, I was delighted,” Cook 
said. “When I found out we had a 
double national winner, I was literally 
speechless. It has been 15 years since a 
Rider team won this competition, and 
to have a double winner was amazing.”

The competitors were similarly 
excited by the news of  their wins. 

“When I found out we were final-
ists, I basically ran around my office 
telling everyone and their mother,” 
said Nowlin. “After it was announced 
that we had won, I was pretty much 
stunned. I just glanced around at my 
teammates and Dr. Cook, excitedly 
mouthing, ‘We won. We won.’”

According to Cook, the projects 
took about 13 weeks and were approxi-
mately 60 to 100 pages long. They were 
judged on depth of  analysis, value to 
the client, process of  implementation 
and professional appearance, among 
other categories. The projects are also 
shown to the clients that they are based 
on at the end of  the semester. This 
year, the students chose to consult with 
the Breast Cancer Resource Center, 
part of  the Princeton Young Women’s 
Christian Association (YWCA), and 
Spruce Industries of  Rahway, N.J.

Although Rider is fairly small, and 
only helps three to four firms a year, 
compared to larger schools who serve 
25 or more a year, the students were 

still able to pull for first. 
“It was amazing to hear about all 

the other projects against which we 
were competing,” said Nowlin. “The 
competition and the work they did were 
all very impressive. So I guess I would 
say it seemed a bit intimidating at first 
— you know, until we won.” 

Cook said that the teams’ hard work 
paid off. 

“It is a credit to the students that we 
have bested much larger SBI programs, 
and that Rider’s SBI is considered an 
outstanding SBI program by my col-
leagues in the association,” said Cook. 

He feels the entrepreneurship program 
is one of  Rider’s “crown jewels.” 

Past years at the competition speak 
to the program’s success as well, with 
Rider coming in the top three several 
times in the last few years.

“I was so happy for the students as 
they know that they were judged to be 
the best of  the best – and it is not just 
that I thought they did a great job, but 
an outside group agreed with the qual-
ity of  their projects,” said Cook. “It 
was a moment that the students won’t 
forget.”

News
Students win for real world clients 

From left, Dr. Ron Cook, Kai Wright, Caroline Romanelli and Kristin Lopez, hold their first-place 
award from the Small Business Institute Consulting Project of the Year Competition. 

By Will Gallagher

IT’S no secret that college students spend a ton of  
time on the Internet. Whether it’s Twitter, Facebook, 
Tumblr, or some other site, they’re online practi-
cally 24/7. Rider’s new Sharing Pedagogy, the Arts, 

Research and Knowledge program (SPARK) aims to 
get students to spend some of  that time doing a little 
learning.

SPARK “is an initiative to organize and publicize 
scholarly activities at Rider University,” according to 
Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate dean of  the College of  
Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences (CLAES). 

Acting as a central hub on the Rider website, it will 
promote on-campus events, feature publications by 
Rider students, host a discussion blog and highlight 
other notable activities. It was officially launched on 
March 17 as a part of  the monthly Faculty Lecture 

Series, which featured a lecture by Dr. Justin Burton, 
assistant professor of  fine arts.

The “spark” behind SPARK came from a desire to 
build awareness for scholarly events at Rider. Based 
upon the strategic planning of  Dr. Patricia Mosto, 
dean of  the CLAES, a subcommittee was formed con-
sisting of  Millen and colleagues Dr. Karen Gischlar, 
assistant professor of  graduate education; Dr. Trevor 
Buser, assistant professor of  counseling services; and 
Dr. Don Ambrose, professor of  graduate education.

“The focus quickly shifted from CLAES to the uni-
versity as a whole,” according to Millen. “The scope 
has been established broadly to capture a wide array 
of  scholarly activities including lectures, film series 
and colloquia.”

Through SPARK, Millen hopes that the student 
body will gain “a deeper appreciation of  the scholarly 

output of  community members” in addition to 
“greater engagement in such on-campus activities.”

One way students can get engaged is through 
SPARK’s blog “where students and faculty can join 
the discussion on a scholarly event or topic,” accord-
ing to Buser. Currently, the discussion is focused on 
dogmatism and is being moderated by Ambrose. 

Some students think that SPARK provides a great 
opportunity for exploring academic issues more in 
depth. 

“I like that there’s a place for us to get involved 
with the discussion,” said Travis Przybylski, a junior 
musical theater major. “It’s cool that we’re able to 
voice our thoughts alongside professors.”

Website SPARKs link between students and faculty
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From left, Jen Maldonado, Lauren Santye, Katie Hambor, and Maggie Sarlo hold up their four 
awards that The Rider News received at the New Jersey Press Association award ceremony on April 12.

From left, Ryan McAdams, Margaret Casperson, Maddie Smith, and Jim Vasil won awards at the 
annual National Broadcast Society conference.  Adviser Scott Alboum is second from right.

Communication department brings home the gold
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By Casey Gale 
and Christopher Brooks

I’M sure when she woke up 
that day, she never imagined 
that this would happen.”

Mercer County 
Assistant Prosecutor Skylar 
Weissman was speaking of  
Laura Gallagher, a Mount 
Olive, N.J., resident and 
former Rider student who was 
involved in a fatal accident 
when she was a sophomore in 
2011. 

While driving on Parkside 
Avenue in Ewing on an 
October night, Gallagher 
struck 54-year-old Carl 
Wilkins as he was exiting a 
bus. She stopped for several 
seconds, then left the scene, 
according to witness accounts. 
Lying in the road, Wilkins was 
struck by another car, driven 
by Marie Jean, 54, of  Trenton. 
On Nov. 3, Gallagher came 
forward. 

“Sometimes when you’re 
young, you think you’re invin-
cible,” Weissman said.  “But 
things happen, unfortunately. 
I’m sure Miss Gallagher 
thought that she was OK to 
drive when she got behind the 
wheel, but you put yourself  
at risk and your whole life 
changes from that point. Not 
only did she take a life — and 
I’m sure that is something that 
will stick with her for the rest 
of  her life — but her life has 
changed.”

According to The Times of  
Trenton, Gallagher spoke with 
regret at her sentencing. 

“I spent so many nights 
replaying the accident in my 

head, wishing I acted differ-
ently,” she said. 

Lucy Higgins, ’12, who 
played softball with Gallagher, 
was saddened that her former 
teammate was involved in the 
tragic event. 

“Laura was a great team-
mate and a friend to everyone 
on the softball team,” she said. 
“With our society being sur-
rounded by social media, you 
always hear stories that are 
similar to this. For the team, it 
came as a surprise to us that 
something like this could hap-
pen to someone you know.”

Gallagher, who had been 
out on $250,000 bail since 
the accident, accepted a 
plea deal she was offered by 
prosecutors, in which the 
initial second-degree death by 
auto charge of  up to 10 years 
imprisonment was dropped, 
leaving only a five-year charge 
of  leaving the scene. Judge 
Thomas Brown presided over 
the case, and decided to lessen 
the sentence by two years after 
saying that the sentencing was 
“the most difficult sentencing 
since I’ve been on the bench,” 
according to The Times of  
Trenton. Jean, who was also 
initially charged with second-
degree charges of  death by 
automobile and leaving the 
scene, was sentenced to one 
year of  probation. 

Gallagher pled guilty to a 
second-degree felony of  flee-
ing the scene of  an accident 
and was sentenced on March 
12, 2014, to three years in 
prison. She started her term 
that day at Edna Mahan 

Correctional Facility for 
Women in Clinton, N.J.

Despite the three-year 
sentence, Gallagher will 
likely be released on parole 
after serving one-third of  her 
sentence, Weissman said. She 
could be released in as little as 
six months if  she is accepted 
into the Intense Supervisory 
Program, which gives offend-
ers the opportunity to rein-
tegrate into the community 
under supervision, according 
to the New Jersey Courts 
website.  

Among other consequences, 
convicted felons are unable to 
vote and are required to dis-
close their situation to future 
employers. 

Weissman, reviewing a 
thick binder of  court docu-
ments and transcripts in his 
Duck Island office, provided 
details of  the case for The Rider 
News.

Witnesses claim that 
Gallagher had been drinking 
at a house party before getting 
behind the wheel, but authori-
ties were never able to prove 
how much alcohol she had 
consumed. 

On Oct. 28 Gallagher 
was driving her Jeep Grand 
Cherokee south on Parkside 
Avenue around 10:30 p.m. 
near the corner of  Ives 
Avenue, about three miles 
from the Lawrenceville cam-
pus. She reportedly had at 
least one passenger.

Though it was a clear night, 
there are no crosswalks in the 
vicinity and street lighting is 
intermittent. 

Wilkins left the 601 NJ 
Transit bus, which was travel-
ing north, and attempted to 
cross the street when he was 
hit. It is unknown whether 
Wilkins crossed in front of  or 
behind the bus. A witness leav-
ing the No. 1 China restaurant 
was able to get a partial read 
of  Gallagher’s license plate as 
she momentarily stopped after 
striking Wilkins. Moments later, 
Jean, who was traveling north 
on Parkside, hit Wilkins but 
told police she was not involved 
in the accident. 

Despite the charge of  leav-
ing the scene, Weissman said 
that Gallagher’s biggest mistake 
was driving under the influence 
of  alcohol. 

“Laura Gallagher was a 

law-abiding person,” he said. 
“She was going to college and 
was a young woman growing 
up. On that particular day, 
she made that tragic mistake 
to have some drinks and get 
behind the wheel.” 

Even though Weissman was 
originally pushing for a five-
year sentence, he stressed that 
Gallagher’s sentencing was not 
a celebratory moment. 

“There’s never any winners 
or losers in a case like this,” he 
said. 

Wilkins’ family has a 
wrongful death lawsuit pend-
ing against Gallagher and 
Jean. Gallagher’s defense 
attorney, Peter Gilbreth could 
not be reached, and her par-
ents declined to comment.

News
Hit and run casts painful shadows

Laura Gallagher, now 21, cries when she rises to speak at her sentencing March 
12. At right is her attorney Peter Gilbreth.
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to have servers. Everything that we do, we have to back 
up. So all of  those things together with a whole total 
cost of  ownership for the product would take us up to 
more like $40,000 a year.”

By making the switch, Rider is able to eliminate the 
costs for hardware, software, licensing and backup. 

“In order to realize the savings as soon as we can, we 
want to get people efficient in using email and calen-
dar first, and then we’ll launch a training program for 
Google docs,” Kondrach said. “But people will be free 
to use it right away if  they know how.” 

Since Google Apps for Education adds features 
regularly, the idea is to release them gradually.   

“The current plan is to launch the other tools avail-
able with Google Apps for Education over the course 
of  the next academic year,” she said. “Training will be 
provided with each phase.”

Graduating seniors will be moved along with the 
other students. According to Kondrach, they will be 
moving everybody who is “active” in May, but seniors 
accounts are closes shortly after graduation

Students reacted positively to this technological 
change as well. 

Jake Tuff, a junior radio/TV major, is excited for 
the upcoming transition.

“Switching our email to Gmail will make things a 
lot easier,” Tuff  said. “I already have Gmail, and my 
professors use Google docs for a lot of  projects, so I am 
excited for the change.”

Ariana Albarella, sophomore arts administration 
and journalism major, agrees that the switch to Gmail 
will be a vast improvement. 

“I think the switch will be beneficial to the student 
body as a whole, because a lot of  people use Gmail as 
a professional contact for themselves and other Google 

platforms, such as Google docs to work on assign-
ments,” she said. “Switching will just make everything 
a little more universal.”

Faculty and staff  seem to have a similar reaction to 
the change. 

“I’m used to using Gmail for personal reasons, so it 
will probably be a seamless transition for me,” said Dr. 
Sheena Howard, assistant professor of  communication. 

Kondrach wants to emphasize that although they 

are switching servers, the email address will remain the 
same. 

“People who are using what they are using today, 
can continue to use that,” she said. “Nothing’s going to 
change. All that’s going to change is the email ser-
vice behind the scenes. So whatever your Rider email 
address is today, is what it’s going to be when we go 
to Google. Nothing changes about your email name. 
What changes is the service behind the scenes.”

Email
CONT’D FROM P. 1

‘
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B E R G E N  C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

Coming back to Bergen this
summer? Earn credits that can
transfer toward your degree.
· Day and evening classes, 

multiple start dates/locations
· Distinguished faculty
· Affordable tuition among 

lowest in region
Sessions Offered:
May 27 – July 3 July 8 – Aug. 7
May 27 – Aug. 14 July 8 – Aug. 14
June 9 – July 3 Aug.11 – 28
For more information, visit 
Bergen.edu/rider.

BETTER. BRIGHTER.

BERGEN.SUMMER 2014

The Rider News has an 
immediate opening for a 
delivery manager and 
copy editors.

The delivery manager must have a car and 
be available on early Wednesday mornings.  
Perspective copy editors must take a test 
and be available to work Sunday, Monday 
and Tuesday nights.

Interested candidates should email the incoming executive 
editor Christopher Brooks at brooksc@rider.edu and the 
incoming managing editor Sarah Bergen at bergens@rider.
edu and include a résumé.



R E V I E W

Beauty isn’t 
everything
By Tara DeLorenzo

There’s an ugly side to pretty, accord-
ing to Rider University School of  
Fine and Performing Arts’ rendition of  
Reasons to be Pretty, which took the Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater’s stage from 

April 9-13. 

By Emily Klingman

WHILE many students found fun in the 
sun during their spring break, oth-
ers decided to give back by heading 
to the Dominican Republic for a 

service trip.
Led by Kim Cameron, Center for 

International Education (CIE) assistant 
director, and Angelica Benitez, adviser for 
Lambda Theta Alpha Latin Sorority, the 
International Studies Abroad (ISA) and 
the CIE embarked on a trip to Santiago, 
Dominican Republic. 

“This was a great group of  students, and 
they dove right into the service and formed 
relationships with the kids at the school that 
will last a lifetime,” Cameron said.

According to Cameron, the trip was far 
from a culture shock, but the students in 
attendance participated in unique activities, 
including a salsa dancing lesson, a plantain 
cooking lesson and a chance to slide down 
natural waterfalls. 

Most of  the group’s mornings were 
spent in the dining hall with the children of  
Caritas Arquidiocesana de Santiago, where 
they taught them some basic English. After 
their lunch, the group spent time completing 
beautification projects such as taking apart 
an old sandbox, building a new one in its 
place and fixing up old playground equip-
ment and repainting it.  

Micaela Munoz, a senior biology major, 
said some of  the best parts of  her trip 
included spending time with the children. 

“Having the chance to make such strong 
connections with these kids was a life-
changing experience,” she said. “From the 
moment they first welcomed us to the good-
byes, they showed so much love.”

Freshman Patrick Brennan, a secondary 
education major, felt similarly. His favorite 
parts of  the trip included getting to know 
the children and the group’s day trips to the 

beach and 27 Charcos, a collection of  27 
waterfalls hidden in a mountain range. 

Munoz’s first thoughts upon arriving in 
Caritas were admiration for how beautiful 
and full of  life the city was.

“I’m not sure what I was expecting, but I 
was not expecting the city to be surrounded 
by such green and beautiful valleys,” she 
said. “I was also surprised with how alive the 
city was and how friendly the people were.”

Munoz’s most memorable moment of  the 
entire trip was saying the final goodbyes.

“Looking around, you saw both children 
and volunteers hugging and sobbing. I knew 
at that moment that we made a difference,” 
she said.

Back home, Munoz is able to reflect 
on her trip and appreciate what the group 
learned and was able to experience. She 
believes trips like these are not only impor-
tant, but essential. She said being able to 
“experience a new culture firsthand is some-
thing that changes you and your perspective 

on the world.”
Brennan feels the same way. 
“It’s important for people to know what 

other countries are like and how lucky we 
are here in America,” he said.

 Cameron thinks this trip affected the 
students in a positive way. 

 “It opened their eyes to a new culture 
and new surroundings, and they were able 
to experience something that most people 
cannot,” Cameron said.

With future intentions to join the Peace 
Corps, Munoz said the service trip was one 
of  the most rewarding experiences she has 
had volunteering. 

“I came back from the DR with such a 
new appreciation for family and education,” 
she said.

Next year, the CIE is planning to do a 
service trip to Morocco, Africa, for 10 days 
after graduation in May 2015. It will be 
officially announced later this month. 

Students worked through their spring break to rebuild playgrounds and play areas, including the sandbox pictured 
above. In the Dominican Republic, they were able to connect with the community and experience their culture. 

 Directed by associate professor of  theater Miriam Mills, Neil 
LaBute’s contemporary play focuses on four characters, Greg (senior 
Greg Clark), Stephanie (senior Melissa Saint-Amand), Kent (senior 
Dan Argese) and Carly (sophomore Allie Patton), each dissatisfied 
with an aspect of  his or her life and looking for something more. 
Reasons to be Pretty also exposes society’s unhealthy emphasis on the 
superficial through the characters’ ups and downs, showing that the 
things that matter most in life often just fall by the wayside.

Greg and Stephanie
The play immediately brings the audience into the action as 

it begins right in the middle of  an argument between Greg and 
Stephanie. The reason for this fight: Carly overheard Greg saying 
Stephanie’s face isn’t pretty, it’s just “regular,” but that he wouldn’t 
trade it for anything. Even though Greg meant it as a compli-
ment, Stephanie can’t handle being with someone who sees her as 
average. 

This opening scene is the first of  many fights between the 
two, but the last time they fight as a couple. Saint-Amand did an 
outstanding job portraying the fiery and sometimes temperamental 
Stephanie, and the chemistry between her and Clark was perfect. 
The two characters struggle throughout the play about what to do 
with their relationship. Can they ever make it as a couple? Can they 
be just friends? How do they let go? How does Greg react when it is 
revealed that Stephanie is engaged to someone else at the end of  the 
play? Clark and Saint-Amand were able to encompass the ups-and-
downs of  a breakup in their acting. They captured the pure heart-
break and pain that comes with seeing an old love for the first time 
after a while, and the awkwardness that comes with running into 
that person when he or she is on a date. 

Saint-Amand and Clark were able to take their characters to new 
heights. 

Throughout the play, each of  the four characters takes the stage 
alone for a monologue. Stephanie’s monologue centers on the idea 
that she may not be a beauty, but she is proud of  who she is, and 
she deserves to be with someone who thinks she is beautiful. Saint-
Amand’s ability to capture the vulnerability and heartache her 

character experiences was wonderful, leaving 
the audience in tears, but she inspired 

more than tears. In fact, she had the 
audience in fits of  laugh-

ter, as she screamed at 

Greg during the initial argument, threatening to murder his goldfish 
if  he walked out. While the yelling may have been performed a little 
too loudly, Saint-Amand, with her sassy attitude and openness, did a 
terrific job injecting comic relief  into the more serious moments. 

Clark’s performance of  Greg stole the show with his dry, quirky 
humor. Clark made Greg relatable to everyone, allowing him to 
really take the spotlight. His character is one that goes from a man 
desperate to find a way to get Stephanie back, to one who is lost, to 
one who is willing to go the distance to be a good man — no matter 
the consequences. 

Clark was able not only to bring the audience on the journey with 
him, but also to make them root for him. His monologue, the closing 
scene of  the play, focuses on the idea that although society empha-
sizes looks over personality, it’s important not to be judgmental. 
Clark, like Saint-Amand, had the audience in tears. With his vulner-
ability and the honesty behind his words, Clark was able to give an 
incredible performance.

Kent and Carly
 Kent and Carly, a married couple, present a different argument 

on the downfalls of  “pretty.” Kent is insensitive and superficial — to 
the point where even his wife, Carly, knows if  she stops being physi-
cally attractive, he will leave her. Kent, as a character, seems to rep-
resent the play’s overarching theme. He only values vanity, beauty 
and winning. Argese was able to take this brute-like man and turn 

him into something comical. His surfer-boy attitude made Kent 
the stereotypical male, and 

his monologue followed 
suit as Kent attempts to 
justify his affair, saying, 
“It’s what guys do, it’s 
how it’s done.” 
Carly ends up prov-

ing that she is more than 
the conventional “pretty 
girl” through her mono-
logue, which reveals that 
pretty isn’t all it’s cracked 
up to be. In fact, to her, 
it is a burden. Until the 

monologue, Patton por-
trayed Carly as a typical 
“pretty girl.” Carly is not 

particularly the smartest, and it seems as though many things were 
handed to her in life. Patton did an incredible job of  making Carly 
a complex character. Patton was able to evoke authenticity out of  
Carly and revealed the dark side of  pretty.

The sets
Further capturing the lives of  these four characters was the set, 

which was intricately done. Primarily, it took place in the break room 
of  the warehouse where Kent and Greg work, complete with fluo-
rescent lighting. The break room included a kitchenette, couch and 
table, and surrounding it was the warehouse itself  with cardboard 
boxes stacked up high on orange shelves. The play shifted to places 
like a food court and a restaurant, where the setting became more 
minimalistic, and then to the bedroom where the initial fight took 
place. The bedroom was as elaborate as the break room, with a bed 
sitting on center stage alongside the couple’s laundry. On a bedside 
table was Greg’s treasured goldfish. All of  this worked together to 
enhance the play by allowing the audience to truly get a grasp of  the 
lifestyles and conditions behind the characters.

Final thoughts
With its small cast and complex sets, the play is a strong piece that 

looks not only into exposing how society puts too much emphasis on 
beauty, but also at gender roles and how men and women tend to 
view one another. It depicts the importance of  hearing one another 
and listening to what others have to say, showing that if  everyone 
listened more, there would be fewer problems.

Reasons to Be Pretty contends that there is more to pretty than meets 
the eye. It is a story that shows there is beauty in everyone, but soci-
ety has become too judgmental, making it hard for people to see it. 
Everyone just needs to be able to open his or her eyes a little more. 
It’s not always about the appearance; it’s about the person inside. 

 

April 16, 2014    The Rider News6   7

Arts&EntertainmentArts&Entertainment
Dominican Republic offers learning opportunity

R E V I E W

Bidder 70 goes from college student to felon
By Sarah Bergen

THE last green film of  the 
spring semester, Bidder 70, 
showed Rider students 
that even an everyday 

college student can promote 
positive change. 

The documentary, shown in 
Sweigart Auditorium on April 
8, 9 and 15, tells the story of  
a student who shook up the 
oil and gas industry in Utah 
when he posed as a wealthy 
bidder at a land auction. That 
now-former student will speak 
at Rider on Earth Day, which 
is April 22.

On December 19, 
2008, 27-year-old Tim 
DeChristopher stood up for 
the future of  people around 
the world in an act of  civil 
disobedience that transformed 
him from a student at the 
University of  Utah to a felon. 
DeChristopher entered a 
Bureau of  Land Management 
auction, where parcels of  land 
were being sold for oil and 
natural gas drilling, and raised 
his bid in an effort to preserve 
Utah’s beautiful red-rock 
landscape.

In that spur-of-the-moment 
decision to create hope, 
DeChristopher was completely 
aware that he could go to 

prison, but said that he could 
not live with himself  if  he did 
not take this opportunity to 
make a difference. He saw this 
act of  peaceful protest as an 
“ethical, necessary and direct 
action to protect our planet” 
and its people. In the film, 
DeChristopher stressed that 
his motives are not to save the 
ocean, the polar bears or the 
ice caps. He is trying to save 
human lives of  today and of  
the future.

“I may go to prison tomor-
row, but I will wake up every 
day and defend our future,” he 
said. 

DeChristopher successfully 

won 12 bids in a row, but 
with no funds or intention to 
back up his purchases, he was 
charged with making false 
statements during an auction. 
This federal offense came with 
a maximum punishment of  
10 years in prison, fines of  up 
to $750,000 and a long and 
anxiety-filled waiting period.

The auction was later found 
to be illegal, but this did not 
benefit DeChristopher. In fact, 
the illegitimacy of  the auction 
was not a valid fact to be used 
in court.

As he awaited his sentenc-
ing, DeChristopher was offered 
only 30 days in jail, but refused 

to barter in his effort to set an 
example for others. He also 
started an activist group called 
Peaceful Uprising, with the goal 
of  empowering people to take 
strong, nonviolent action to 
create change.

DeChristopher’s trial was 
postponed nine times before 
he was finally sentenced on 
July 26, 2011, to two years in 
prison.

After DeChristopher was 
taken away in handcuffs, his 
supporters tied their wrists 
together and peacefully pro-
tested in the streets of  Salt 
Lake City. In an effort to carry 
on DeChristopher’s resilience 
and passion, 26 people of  all 
ages were arrested that day. 
They did not shed a tear when 
they were led to police cars, but 
instead smiled brightly into the 
cameras.

DeChristopher’s actions 
also inspired Rider students in 
attendance, including freshman 
biochemistry major, Veroniqe 
Raczkiewicz. 

“Normally people say, ‘Well, 
you’re just one person — what 
are you going to do to make a 
difference?’ but he started this 
whole revolution,” she said. 
“It’s really awesome that he 
just stood up for something he 
believed in.” 

Tim DeChristopher faced jail time after bidding on land in Utah he couldn’t afford. 
He will be at Rider on Earth Day discussing ways to preserve the environment.
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Cast
Carly Allie Patton, sophomore
Kent Dan Argese, senior
Greg  Greg Clark, senior
Stephanie   Melissa Saint-Armand, senior

Stephanie (senior Melissa Saint-Amand) and Greg (senior Greg Clark) break up after seeing each other for the first time since the initial blow-up fight that starts the play. 

Carly (sophomore Allie Patton) and Kent (senior Dan Argese) take their break together in the middle of a night shift at work.
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Learning lessons 
from bad decisions
WITH youth comes naïveté. As 

children, we feel invincible, 
as if  we can do anything 
without worrying about 

danger or consequences. As we grow 
up and slowly move toward adult-
hood, this sense of  invincibility may 
lessen, but often does not completely 
disappear until we are faced with a 
wake-up call.

A mere second can turn our 
whole world upside down. One 
action, one choice or one wrong 
move can change everything. This 
is a lesson that is important to learn 
before it is too late. Tragedy is a 
stern, but effective, teacher.

On March 12, former Rider stu-
dent Laura Gallagher was sentenced 
to three years in prison. Gallagher, 
then a sophomore and a softball 
player, was driving home when 
she hit 54-year-old pedestrian Carl 
Wilkins on Oct. 28, 2011. Gallagher 
then panicked and fled the scene. 
Another driver hit Wilkins again 
and also fled. After a brief  shocking 
moment, both drivers were left with 
death on their hands.

On Nov. 3, Gallagher confessed 
to fleeing from the scene of  the 
accident and faced her punishment. 
She was originally charged with two 
second-degree felonies, death by 
auto and leaving the scene, carrying 
a possible maximum sentence of  20 
years in prison. But Gallagher got 
off  relatively easy when the death 
by auto charge was dropped and the 
judge decided to let her off  with less 
than the bargained sentence of  five 
years.

There is more to this lesson than 
meets the eye. Gallagher was on 
her way home from a party, where 
she had a drink, according to her 
attorney. Because she fled the scene 
of  the accident, there is no way to 
know if  she was intoxicated.

Gallagher has to live with know-
ing that she may have been able to 
save Wilkins’ life by stopping her car 
and preventing a repeat accident 
moments later.

This story proves that a single 
moment in time can destroy lives. 
Blame cannot be placed on youth, 
inexperience or alcohol — this could 
happen to anyone.

In an effort to prevent these nega-
tive life-changing moments, Rider 
students, as well as students and 
people of  all ages around the world, 
should learn from Gallagher’s expe-
rience. One minute she was a happy, 
healthy college student — just like 
all of  us here at Rider. Seconds later, 
she was a criminal facing time in 
prison.

Everyone makes mistakes, and 
in today’s world it is often hard to 

escape those bad choices. With the 
Internet preserving our every move 
and mistake, we can be haunted by 
them for our entire lives. Even after 
Gallagher serves her time in prison, 
she can never escape the guilt or 
erase others’ knowledge of  her past.

The obvious takeaway from this 
is to refrain from getting behind the 
wheel of  a vehicle after even one 
drink. The endless, nagging advice 
not to drink and drive that we have 
heard since elementary school rings 
true from Gallagher’s story, and will 
hopefully sink into the minds of  
others and overcome the commonly 
accepted idea that buzzed driving, or 
driving a short distance after drink-
ing, is acceptable.

In light of  Alcohol Awareness 
Month, become aware of  the easy 
alternatives to drinking and driving. 
Rider offers a simple solution in its 
Safe Rides program, which allows 
students to call AAA Taxi for a free 
ride back to campus.

A true friend wouldn’t let some-
one he or she cares for drink and 
drive. A quick look through a con-
tact list and a couple of  phone calls 
can prevent a disaster. Even though, 
in many ways, our society condones 
and even encourages drinking, 
don’t let drinking and driving be an 
option.

Students can also talk to Susan 
Stanley, the alcohol and sexual 
assault coordinator, to find out more 
information if  they feel that they or 
someone they know might have a 
drinking problem.

An even more valuable lesson can 
be learned from this tragic event. 
Running away from mistakes does 
not erase them, but instead often 
makes matters worse. Despite how 
scary it may be to take responsibility 
for our mistakes, this is unquestion-
ably the wisest route to take.

Students have their entire lives 
in front of  them. That future can 
darken in the blink of  an eye. Death 
and danger have no boundaries. 
Students are just as prone to these 
situations as anyone else.

We cannot go through life believ-
ing that we are invincible. Instead, 
we must realize that every moment 
of  every day is a blessing — a bless-
ing that can be stolen at any second. 

Opinion

Ridge House, 2083 Lawrenceville Road 
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648 
P 609 896 5256         F 609 895 5696 
General Meetings: Wednesdays at 5 p.m.

Executive Editor
Jen Maldonado

Managing Editor
Rachel Stengel

News Editors
Lauren Santye 
Casey Gale

Features and Arts  
& Entertainment Editors

Tara DeLorenzo 
Nicole Cortese

Opinion Editor
Danielle Gittleman

Sports Editor
Christopher Brooks

Assistant Sports Editor
 Thomas Albano

Photography Editor
Maggie Sarlo

Copy Editors
 Morgan Dziura
Sadé Calin
Sarah Bergen

Design Manager
Katie Hambor

Business/Advertising Manager
Joe Guerin

Assistant Advertising Manager
Julia Vargo

Delivery Manager
Tom Regan

Faculty advisers
Dr. Thomas Simonet
Dr. E. Graham McKinley

The Rider News serves as a public forum for student expression and welcomes letters to the edi-
tor from all members of the university community. Letters must include the writer’s telephone 
number and email address for verification. Letters that constitute personal attacks on individuals 
or groups are unacceptable. We reserve the right to edit letters to the editor for length, clarity, 
accuracy, grammar and libel. Letters must be appropriate in terms of taste and civility. Brevity is 
encouraged. All decisions are at the sole discretion of the editorial board, which may reject any 
letter. Send to The Rider News via email (ridernews@rider.edu), campus mail, or hand deliver to 
Ridge House. All letters must be received by midnight on the Monday preceding publication.

@theridernews
@theridernewsfacebook.com/theridernews

www.theridernews.com

ridernews@rider.edu

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by 
Copy Editor Sarah Bergen

So
ph

ie
 V

ak
al

is
/T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

SENIOR SENTIMENTS

How U.S. policy 
looks from abroad

LAST fall I was fortunate enough to 
have the opportunity to study with 
the CAPA program in London. 
During my time there I met people 

from around the globe who opened my 
mind to a vision of  the world through 
other countries’ and cultures’ eyes. 

Many people I met in London and 
traveling around Europe expressed 
their love for how optimistic America 
is. These same people, though, were 
quick to give harsh critiques of  the 
U.S.’s role in the world, letting me 
know that we are too focused on trying 
to exploit other countries in order to 
serve our own self-interests, not what 
is best for the world at large. This 

seemingly prevailing criticism of  my 
country’s perceived selfishness struck a 
chord with me.

One weekend in the Czech 
Republic, I went to a pub in Prague 
and met many locals. One of  them, as 
soon as he found out I was American,  
said, “Have you come to invade or 
overthrow our government? It seems 
your country has a habit of  doing that 
fairly often these days.” This man may 
have had a few drinks, but in no way 
does that diminish the history behind 
his sarcastic remark. 

Since 1945, the United States 
has played a large role in over-
throwing more than 50 foreign 

➠
SEE 
IMPERIALISM
PAGE 9

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now  
cheaper for everyone.

Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  

For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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&QA “I JUST LOCK MYSELF IN my room, turn off  my phone and do what 
I have to do.”

-Zac Benevento
Junior accounting major

“I JUST TELL MYSELF THAT it’s the home stretch and that it’s an 
important time to focus because it’s the last of  the work.”

-Alex Gomez 
Junior  graphic design major

“I WORK FULL TIME AND go to school full time, so at the end of  the 
semester I have to stay very focused. I use Google calendar to 
stay organized.”

-Lloyd Vliet
Junior business administration and entrepreneurial studies major

How do you stay focused at the end of the 
semester?

G R E E N  CO R N E R

Enjoying a green Earth Day
AS Earth Day approaches, it is 

important to understand why 200 
million people in more than 141 
different countries celebrate the 

beauty of  our planet. Rider University 
will be part of  this number on April 22, 
connecting us with schools and people 
from places like California, New York, 
South Africa and Canada. 

Rider has taken plenty of  steps to go 
green during the past few years. These 
efforts have not only brought some cool 
new technologies to Rider, but, more 
importantly, have educated students, 
faculty and even the townships of  
Princeton and Lawrenceville about how 
to be environmentally conscious. 

So why is Rider investing so much in 
this sustainable technology? First of  all, 
sustainability is meeting the needs of  
today without compromising the needs 
of  tomorrow. Obviously, Rider will be 
saving money in the long run, as well as 
leaving less of  a negative impact on the 
environment. 

So why not make every day Earth 
Day? Being sustainable only requires 
small, mindful changes. Technology has 
made going green so much easier. It is 
easy to use fewer water bottles, thanks 
to the Elkay Units in academic build-
ings and some residence halls. Make 
an effort not to grab a plastic bag in 
Cranberry’s, sign up for a Green to Go 
container in Daly’s or try to cut your 
shower a little shorter. These minor 
changes can make a huge impact. 

For many, every day is Earth Day. 
We all live on this planet, and are all 
exposed to the same wonders that 
Earth offers. So, be mindful of  how 
you impact the Earth. Everyone has the 
simple right to live on our planet. 

There is endless beauty to be found 
in nature  — even at Rider. On one 
side is the hustle and bustle of  Route 
206, while on the other side of  campus 
is the quiet and serene setting of  the 
woods. Here at Rider, we live among 
the honeybees, birds, squirrels and so 
many other animals that have made 
our home their home. They have every 
right to be here, as we do. We need to 
keep the area clean for them to roam. 

It is really important to treat every 
day like Earth Day. As a Rider student, 
you are exposed to so many sustainabil-
ity projects. From the Tri-Generation 
Plant to the organic garden, you can 
get involved and learn about what it 
takes to help save our planet. Open 
your eyes and ears and realize that the 
waste stream is getting bigger; climate 
change is occurring, and fossil fuels 
are being depleted. Even if  you do not 
care about these issues, think about the 
future. Challenge yourself  to do one 
green thing each day and make every 
day Earth Day.

 
-Steve Schwartz

Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Opinion

‘‘Coming together is a beginning. Keeping together 
is progress. Working together is success.” 
 Henry Ford, AmericAn industriAlist

governments, according to The Centre for Research 
on Globalization. At least 14 of  these govern-
ments were democratically elected, including Iran, 
Guatemala, Congo, South Vietnam and Chile. The 
most recent was in Egypt. 

All of  these governments at the time of  U.S. 
involvement had their own pitfalls, some more obvi-
ous and unjust than others. But the covert ousting of  
regimes by our government remains controversial at 
least, and evidence of  reckless Western imperialism at 
worst.  

I’m convinced this mindset of  our country, which 
sometimes seems hell-bent on imposing its geopoliti-
cal dominance around the world, is playing out once 
again, this time in Ukraine. After Ukraine’s president 
rejected a trade deal with the European Union (EU) 
in favor of  stronger ties with Russia, the U.S. and 
EU supported protesters in eventually overthrowing 
a democratically elected government, The Guardian 
reported.

I feel strongly that the Ukrainian government’s 
oppression of  its people’s voices on the matter was not 
the only reason for U.S. involvement, as Washington 
and Brussels have led the public to believe. The other 
goal here is to expand global markets and Western 
influence further, right up to the border of  Russia.  

Expanding global markets sounds great in theory, 
but in practice it violates multiple treaties signed at the 
end of  the Cold War. 

The German Institute for International and 
Security Affairs says that when the former USSR 
leader Mikhail Gorbachev agreed to Germany’s reuni-
fication back in 1989, he did so with agreement from 
the U.S. that there was to be “absolutely no exten-
sion of  NATO’s jurisdiction one inch to the east of  
Germany.” Then-U.S. Secretary of  State James Baker 
assured him that this would be the case indefinitely. 

Since that moment, more than 20 years have 
passed and the foreign policy expansion efforts of  the 
U.S., EU and NATO have proven this agreement to 
be, for their part, nothing but a lie. This is the kind 
of  thing Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. meant when he 
spoke of  “the Western arrogance of  feeling it has 
everything to teach others and nothing to learn from 
them.”

The protesters that the United States and EU 

supported in Ukraine toppled Viktor Yanukovych’s 
Russian-favoring government. These same opposi-
tion elements now have an increasing influence in 
the country’s destabilized political landscape. As the 
Washington Post and The New York Times have reported, 
many of  these people support the ultra-right-wing 
nationalist Svoboda Party, with its racist and even neo-
Nazi ideology. 

So much for democracy, freedom and human 
rights prevailing as the reasons for involvement in yet 
another international crisis. 

Those of  us in the millennial generation need to 
pay close attention to our nation’s hypocrisy-ridden 
past and to ongoing crises such as that in Ukraine. 

In London I took a media ethics course in which I 
studied Noam Chomsky, the MIT linguist and politi-
cal critic, who said, “One cannot necessarily allow the 
state to define what is legal; now the state has a certain 
power to enforce a certain concept of  what is legal. 
But power does not imply justice or correctness even.”

I am not saying Putin is great. Far from it. But since 
this is our future in a democratic society, we should be 
aware of  and have a say in what our government does 
and doesn’t do.

-Andrew Corkery
Senior radio/TV major

Imperialism
CONT’D FROM P. 8

FRESHMAN FINDINGS

Pushing through 
the final stretch

THE weather is changing, and this 
semester is coming to a close. The 
outdoors is inviting and summer 
looms in the distance. For all of  us 

students, there’s a lot to look forward to. 
However, many of  us, including myself, 
are also faced with a problem: We’re 
running out of  steam. 

We’re too tired to finish this semes-
ter strongly, and we just want to bask 
in the warmth of  the summer ahead. 
With so many of  us losing the will to 
continue these last few weeks of  school, 
it would seem that we have no option 
but to plummet downhill. However, we 
can always utilize the feeling of  want-
ing to be outdoors.

Take advantage of  the weather. 
Spring is finally warming up, and 
if  you’re like me, you’ll want to get 
outside. However, make the outdoors a 
productive space. Lie in the grass and 
do some homework. Sit by the lake 
and study. Of  course, no one wants 
to spend a beautiful day doing work, 
but, still, we have to remember that 
the semester isn’t quite finished and a 
sunny day isn’t an excuse to fall behind. 

If  you don’t want to roll around in 
the grass, then go out for a run or get 
active for an hour or so. Make yourself  
a schedule and factor in some time to 
do things outside. Plan it into your day 
so you know you’ll have time for fun in 
the sun. This way, you can enjoy the 
weather and still leave some time to do 
what has to be done. 

There’s also the possibility of  
enjoying your lunch or dinner outside. 
Cranberry’s has tables outside for stu-
dents to sit at, so why not use them? 

The weather is getting beautiful, but 

our grades and our progress don’t have 
to be ugly. 

Right now, all I can think of  is sum-
mer. I’m looking forward to the beach, 
the trips and all the sun I’m going 
to get to see. Most of  all, I’m look-
ing forward to not being in class. Yet, 
there’s one thing that I and anyone on 
my wavelength have neglected: There 
are still about three weeks of  classes 
and then two weeks of  finals. Summer 
is going to be wonderful for us all, but 
so will passing our classes. It’s OK to 
be excited for the summer and it’s great 
to celebrate. Use that motivation as a 
drive to destroy finals in the best way 
possible.      

The theme here is that it’s fine to 
enjoy the beauty that comes with a 
semester’s closing. It’s great to enjoy 
the weather, and it’s understandable 
to be dreaming of  vacation. However, 
the biggest advice I can extend is not 
to allow these feelings to dominate the 
decisions to come. We must use the 
feelings that come with all of  this to our 
advantage. Manipulate the outdoors; 
make it into a library or a place to do 
work. Harness the determination to 
get to vacation or commencement, and 
then utilize it as a way to prevail in the 
classroom. 

We’re ending the semester soon, 
but let’s not forget to finish strong. 
Remember, time may be winding 
down, but we’re still clocked in for 
another few weeks.

-Samantha Sawh
Freshman journalism major
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Woes continue as Peacocks sweep Broncs

Earth Day • Keynote Presentation

For more information:
609-896-5000 x7559

mgreenberg@rider.edu
www.rider.edu/broncsgogreen

An Evening with

Tim 
DeChristopher
Environmental activist and
subject of the film Bidder 70

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 • 7 p.m.
Rider University

Bart Luedeke Center Theater
Free and open to the public
For more information on the 
award winning documentary  

Bidder 70 visit:
www.bidder70film.com

By Tom Regan

FOLLOWING a three-win home stand 
that included an in-conference 
series win against Marist (9-23, 
2-7 MAAC) on April 5 and 6 and 

a 13-3 victory against NJIT (10-15) on 
April 9, the baseball team was handed 
three losses at St. Peter’s on April 12 and 
13. 

Despite senior pitcher Kyle 
Kennett’s six innings of  one-run ball 
in which he allowed only four hits 
and struck out four, Rider (10-19, 3-4 
MAAC) was shut out. 

Rider struggled to get its offense 
going as senior pitcher Zack Hopf  
struck out 13 batters in eight innings 
of  work for the Peacocks (10-21, 5-6 
MAAC) to help defeat the Broncs by a 
score of  3-0.

Senior shortstop Mike Parsons 
believes the lack of  playmaking and 
failure to get the big hits was the reason 
the Broncs lost.

“The difference was St. Peter’s 
made plays when they needed to and 
got timely hitting, while we failed to do 
both,” Parsons said.

The Broncs did their best to recover 
from the four-run first inning in game 
two by scoring two runs in the top of  
the third inning. 

The inning began with a leadoff  
double for sophomore outfielder James 
Locklear, followed by sophomore 

catcher Connor Luff ’s infield single to 
put runners on the corners with no one 
out. 

Following sophomore outfielder 
Brian Donnelley’s strikeout, the Broncs’ 
junior third baseman Nick Richter flied 
out to center field, allowing Locklear to 
tag up and score. After Luff  advanced 
to second on a balk, freshman out-
fielder Giovanni Gussen singled him 

home to pull the Broncs within two. 
The bottom of  the fifth inning saw 

the Peacocks pull away with three runs, 
moving their lead to 7-2. However, the 
Broncs quickly pushed three runs across 
in the top of  the sixth to pull back 
within two. 

St. Peter’s scored a run in the bot-
tom of  the sixth inning that would 
prove to be the difference in the game. 

Despite the two-run seventh, the Broncs 
lost by a score of  8-7. 

Senior pitcher Kurt Sowa gave 
up two runs over 5.2 innings with 
seven strikeouts, but was outdueled 
by St. Peter’s sophomore pitcher John 
Leiter, who held the Broncs to one run 
through six innings before handing the 
ball over to the bullpen. The Broncs 
lost the game 6-1 as they put only one 
man on base over the last three innings. 

Sowa, who was handed the loss 
despite his strong performance, does 
not blame his team for the lack of  run 
support.

“Everyone is trying their best out 
there and giving the team their full 
effort so that’s all you can ask for,” 
Sowa said.

Rider will return to its home field 
for a game against Wagner (8-21, 5-3 
NEC) on April 16 before hosting an 
in-conference series against Niagara 
(10-21, 3-7 MAAC) on April 18 and 19. 

Sowa is confident the Broncs will 
become more consistent and believes 
the team will find the success it had in 
past seasons.

“We’ve shown glimpses here and 
there all season, and we have a team 
that has had a lot of  success in the 
past,” Sowa said. “There’s no question 
that we’re going to get things turned 
around quickly and get back to the top 
of  the league.”
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Junior first baseman Justin Thomas collects four hits and two RBI in the series against St. Peter’s.
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Barry hopes to drive toward a new era

Open a checking account

5 Ways a Credit Union is Cooler  
than Your Bank

1. NO monthly maintenance fees!

2.  Access to over 50,000 surcharge-free ATMs 
including at every 7-Eleven®, CVS Pharmacy and 
one right here in Daly’s Cafeteria.

3.  We’re right here on campus! 

4.  Exclusive discounts on Sprint®, GM vehicles,  
car rentals and more! 

5.  We’re not-for-profit. We look out for the best 
interest of our accountholders, not stockholders.

Open a checking account
and receive a  

$10 iTunes® gift card*

Visit goabco.org/rider to learn more or stop by our branch  
located on the ground floor of the BLC.

Federally insured by NCUA

*Offer ends September 30, 2014.  
Limit one per person.

By Steven Eggert

LAST year, the Broncs only posted 
three tournament rounds under 
310, with a low of  306. This year, 
under new Head Coach Jason 

Barry, they’ve had 11 rounds under 310.  
The last time the Broncs scored under 
300 in a tournament round was on April 
11, 2009. This year they posted three 
tournament rounds under 300.

Barry attended Rider, where he 
received his degree in psychology 
in 2010, but was unable to play on 
the golf  team because he was work-
ing to become a certified Professional 
Golfers’ Association (PGA) teaching 
professional. 

As Bob Whartenby, ’04, stepped 
down as the Rider golf  head coach 
because of  other job commitments 
and family obligations in the summer 
of  2013, the door was finally open for 
Barry to get involved in college golf. 
This time, as a coach.

“I’ve always been into helping peo-
ple improve and getting people going 
in the right direction,” Barry said. “I’ve 
really liked coaching over the last eight 
years. I was doing it at the high school 
level, and when the job opened up, I 
thought it would be a perfect fit.”

On the course, Barry has already 
coached the Broncs to playing their 
best rounds in the last five years.

Now 26, Barry has spent the last 
eight years teaching golf  throughout 
Mercer County. He’s a certified level 
two PGA professional and was a 2013-
14 New Jersey Golf  Digest Top Teacher 
nominee.

Last season, Barry coached West 
Windsor Plainsboro-South High School 
to a 15-0 season. 

As the go-to guy for many of  the 
county’s high school players trying to 

fix their swing flaws, the support from 
his students to pursue the Rider coach-
ing job was immense.

“I encouraged him, and we all, 
who knew him, encouraged him,” 
said freshman Sam DiGaetano, who 
has been taught by Barry for the past 
several years. “When he got the job, it’s 
like everything fell into place. It really 
couldn’t have turned out better.”

DiGaetano now golfs at Rider and 
is one of  a handful of  players Barry 
has developed into a college-level 
golfer. DiGaetano feels lucky to be 
playing four more years under Barry’s 
instruction.

Now, as the Rider golf  head coach, 
Barry intends to share his passion and 
knowledge of  the game with the whole 
team. 

The first task on his agenda was 
to turn the golf  room into a reliable 
practice facility. 

Barry has given players a giant 
mirror in the room to work on their 
posture while off  the course, club face 
spray so that they can view the impact 
of  the golf  balls once they’re hit, and 
video cameras and monitors to better 
visualize their fundamentals in the golf  
swing.

These off-the-course changes were 
most effective throughout the cold and 
brutal winter.

“We had a really good offseason, 
though the weather was terrible,” Barry 
said. “We set different things up to 
make the room a good practice facility. 
We did things to simulate playing golf  
in the room to get reps and routines 
going.”

Barry has also made his mark off  
the course in recruiting, and decided 
to start in his place of  work, Mercer 
County.

Jake Gurock, from West Windsor 
Plainsboro-South High School, recently 
signed under Barry to play golf  with 
the Broncs next fall. 

Last May, Gurock was three shots 
away from qualifying for the U.S. 
Open, and last week, he won the 
Cherry Valley Tournament after scor-
ing a four-under 32 on the back nine to 
win the event by one stroke.

He had a strong swing coach this 
past year — Barry.

“He’s really the reason why I’m 
playing as well as I am right now,” 
Gurock said. “I think it’s hard to find a 
college coach who knows more about 
the game than Jason. I know that under 
four years of  his tutelage, I’m definitely 
going to improve my game. I’m all set 
for my four years as a Bronc.”

One player who has been excited 

about the changes is senior captain 
James Buttermark. It’s only his first 
season under Barry, but he has already 
seen the night-and-day changes to the 
team’s success.

“The change to Jason has been 
huge for us,” Buttermark said. “Bob 
Whartenby was good, but he had 
another job. With Jason, if  you have a 
problem, you just text or call him, and 
he’ll meet with you. That’s a huge part 
to the change we’ve had from Bob to 
Jason.” 

Overall, though there’s been a lot 
of  work, Barry’s year as a first-time 
Division I coach has been a success.

“It’s been a great experience,” he 
said. “It’s been fun watching these guys 
improve and watch us play better. It’s 
a great way to spend a lot of  my time, 
and I love it.”
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Golf  Head Coach Jason Barry, right, instructs junior Luke Liddell during a rare outdoor practice.

Three cheers for Broncs’ national championship
By Tom Regan

THE cheerleaders continued their success at the 
American Cheer and Dance Academy’s Reach 
the Beach College National Championship in 
Ocean City, Md. on April 5 and 6 by winning the 

co-ed category for the third consecutive season.
After the Broncs finished runner-up in 2013, the 

team was named the 2014 Grand Champions of  the 

College Division with the highest overall score for the 
second time in three years.  

The competition included a variety of  routines 
such as dance, tumbling, stunts and jumps, which were 
judged based on technique, difficulty, execution and 
synchronization.

Head Coach Cherie Voorhees-Carcaci commended 
her team on its work ethic and expressed how proud 

she was of  its progression throughout the year.
“We had such talent on the team this year and 

they really did increase the difficulty level of  stunts 
and tumbling,” Vorhees-Carcaci said. “When you 
work new skills and are able to go in confident and 
hit higher levels than you have before, it feels good to 
come out with the win.”

In order to win, the Broncs had to overcome the 
performances from colleges such as SUNY Brockport, 
Penn State Mont Alto, Widener and Fairleigh 
Dickinson.

Vorhees-Caraci says that winning a third straight 
national championship has capped off  a busy year.

“This will definitely be a memorable season,” 
Vorhees-Carcaci said. “We did all the regular sea-
son events like Midnight MAACness, cheering on 
our Broncs basketball programs at home and in 
Massachusetts for the MAAC Tournament, but also 
appeared off  campus at two regional competitions to 
exhibition in front of  high school and grade school 
teams. All these experiences really helped the team 
progress.”

Senior Heather McCauley, who helped the Broncs 
win the co-ed category during the past three seasons, 
was ecstatic with the victory. She believes that, as long 
as the team wants it badly enough, it will be able to 
maintain the winning tradition next year.

“I could not have asked for a better ending to, not 
only an awesome season, but an amazing cheerlead-
ing career,” McCauley said. “There is amazing talent 
on the team and it continues to get better. If  the team 
really wants a four-peat then there is no doubt in my 
mind they will achieve it.”
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T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Broncs sweep the Rider Invitational
By Thomas Albano

THE Broncs were able to defend 
their home turf  when they hosted 
the Rider Invitational on April 12. 

The men and women both 
finished first out of  17 and 19 schools, 
respectively.

Head Coach Bob Hamer was more 
than pleased with how well the teams 
performed.

“We had a really strong meet with 
some real good performances from 
many,” Hamer said. “It is always nice 
to compete at home in front of  family 
and friends: There is a familiarity with 
the facility that is comforting to the 
athletes.”

The men were highlighted by the 
performances of: senior jumper Greg 
Smith, who won the long jump with 
a distance of  22’8”, a personal best; 
junior pole vaulter Anthony DeFranco, 
who won with a height of  15’9”, tying 
his own personal record; and freshman 
hurdler Devon Jefferson, who won the 
110-meter hurdles in 15.19 seconds and 
finished sixth in the 400-meter hurdles 
with a time of  56.89 seconds.

Other notable performances for 
the men included sophomore thrower 
Charles Wilks, who placed second 
in the discus, with a throw of  45.57 
meters, and fifth in the shot put with a 
throw of  14.35 meters; junior George 
Solujich, who placed second in the 
shot put with a 16.57-meter throw, and 
fourth in the discus with a throwing 
distance of  44.42 meters; junior dis-
tance runner Nasser Zayer, who placed 
second in the 1500-meter run with a 
time of  3:59.60; and freshman jumper 
Kyle Bryant, who placed second in the 
triple jump with a distance of  45’5.25”, 
and fourth in the high jump with a 
1.89-meter jump.

In addition, the men’s 4x100 relay 
team, consisting of  DeFranco, fresh-
man sprinters Wil Asamoah and 
Lamont Higgins, and senior sprinter 
Wilvenson Baptiste, finished in 41.95 

seconds, good for fourth place, as 
well as qualifying them for the IC4A 
Championships.

Key performances from the women 
came from: junior distance runner 
Emily Ritter, who won the 3000-meter 
steeplechase, her first time compet-
ing in the race, with a Rider record 
of  11:02.73; graduate distance runner 
Megan Elgin, who won the 1500-meter 
run in 4:41.02; and senior Lauryn 
Strebeck, who won the triple jump with 
a distance of  12.01 meters.

After a successful first time compet-
ing in the race, Ritter wants to continue 
doing the steeplechase in the future.

“My goal is to qualify for the ECAC 
Championships in the steeplechase,” 
Ritter said. “Although I didn’t hit the 
qualifying time, breaking the school 
record was exciting.”

Elgin believes having a home-field 
advantage for this competition had a 

positive effect on the team.
“It’s great to see so many familiar 

faces around the track cheering us on, 
and I think we all really thrive on that,” 
Elgin said. “Collectively, we always try 
to compete at our highest potential, but 
I think competing at home provides 
an extra sense of  obligation to not let 
competitors show us up.”

Other performances included: 
sophomore pole vaulter and hurdler 
Miranda Roberts, who finished eighth 
in the 100-meter hurdles and second 
in the pole vault with a height of  3.40 
meters, breaking her own Rider record; 
senior thrower Rhea Phipps, who fin-
ished third in the hammer throw with a 
distance of  52.10 meters, and third in 
the shot put with an 11.72-meter throw; 
and sophomore hurdler Dashana 
Ransome, who won the 100-meter 
hurdles in 14.37 seconds and placed 
third in the long jump with a distance 

of  5.56 meters.
Also, the women’s 4x100 relay team 

of  Ransome, Roberts and sophomore 
sprinters Alicia Osley and La’tazah 
Coleman finished first in 48.08 seconds.

The next events for track and field 
will be the Larry Ellis Invitational, 
which will take place on April 18-19 
in Princeton, and the Greyhound 
Invitational on April 19 in Bethlehem, 
Pa.

Hamer hopes that the team will take 
advantage of  the weeks leading up to 
the MAAC Championship.

“We will pick the best meet for each 
individual,” Hamer said. “Larry Ellis 
has some strict qualifying standards, so 
we can only compete those who have 
met the standards. We only have a few 
weeks left until MAACs, so we need to 
find good opportunities to compete and 
hopefully prepare for success during the 
championship season.”

Junior Emily Ritter, left, won the 3000-meter steeplechase and senior Wilvenson Baptiste qualified for the IC4A’s as a member of the 4x100 relay team. 
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Broncs secure second conference victory
By Carlos Toro

THE Rider softball team split a conference series 
against Marist (13-18, 4-1 MAAC) in a double-
header on April 13. The win gave the Broncs 
(4-27, 2-6 MAAC) a second conference victory out 

of  their eight conference games thus far.
Starting junior catcher Allysen Breeden is happy for 

her team’s win.
“This was a great win for us in conference play 

because Marist is projected to win the conference,” said 
Breeden. “This shows us as a team we have the ability 
to play with anyone out there. It should send a sign to 
the other teams we have yet to face, that despite our 
record, we are not just a pushover.” 

The win was a welcoming one for the Broncs, espe-
cially with the week they’ve had. They played six games 
from April 9-13, which saw losses to Saint Joseph’s and 
Villanova, as well as two losses to Fairfield, before see-
ing a victory and loss against Marist.

Senior centerfielder Kehli Washington believes that 
playing at home helped the Broncs get a victory.

“Splitting with Marist definitely boosted our 
confidence,” Washington said. “Playing at home is an 

advantage because you have your fans supporting you 
and no one knows your field better than you do.”

Freshman starting pitcher Delany DeMello had 
a complete game in game one of  the doubleheader, 
which was Alumni and Fan Appreciation Day at Rider. 
She allowed no runs while striking out five, while also 
contributing three hits of  her own at the plate, leading 
Rider to a 5-0 victory.

Head Coach Tricia Carroll said the victory came 
from the team coming together as a unit defensively.

“Delaney pitched with confidence yesterday and the 
team played solid defense behind her,” said Carroll.

Rider took a 1-0 lead in the fourth inning when 
sophomore third baseman Emily Cottrell, who went 
2-6 in the series, hit a home run. That jump-started 
a three run inning that gave the Broncs just enough 
offense to pull off  the win.

However, Marist’s offense rolled to a 16-3 victory 
in game two. Five Marist players had at least two RBIs 
each and the team scored at least one run in every 
inning.

Despite getting the necessary offense in the first 
game, offense is still an issue with this young team, 

according to Breeden.
“As a team we just need to keep getting runners on 

base and in scoring position that allows us to get that 
timely hit,” said Breeden. “Hitting with runners in 
scoring position has been our weakness all year long.”

Despite the team not being able to get the wins 
they wanted throughout the season, Carroll says she is 
proud of  the way the team has fought this year.

“This team is committed and works very hard,” said 
Carroll. “They are all wonderful people that the entire 
Rider community can be proud of. The struggles on 
the field are certainly not from lack of  dedication.”

Rider will take a break from conference play and 
have a doubleheader at home against Delaware (19-19, 
5-6 CAA) on April 16.

They will continue conference play when they face 
foes Manhattan (15-19, 5-3 MAAC) on April 19.

“We have a double header against a very tough 
Delaware team this week,” said Carroll. “We will use 
that to prepare for Manhattan.”
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