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CLEARING THE AIR
Should the university set policies on the use of  
e-cigarettes? page 8

REASONS TO BE PRETTY
In some relationships it’s, like, a pretty big deal.  
 page 6

DUAL-SPORT ATHLETE
Tommy Pereira is going back home to his other 
passion  — soccer. page 12

Some People Are Worth Walking For
Rider students relay to raise funds and continue cancer awareness
By Samantha Crawford and 
Casey Gale

RIDER’S annual fight against 
cancer gathered more 
than 800 students in 
the Student Recreation 

Center on April 5 to dance, stay 
up all night and raise more than 
$32,000. 

Relay for Life is a way for 
communities across the globe to 
honor cancer survivors, remem-
ber lost loved ones and continue 
the fight against the disease, 
according to the American 
Cancer Society. 

Team Olaf  and Beauties and 
the Bros were just some of  the 
teams who participated. Chris 
Mari Davis, a junior human 
resources management major 
and Relay for Life co-chair, said 
that the event committee looked 
forward to the Rider communi-
ty’s participation in the Disney-
themed event. 

“When the committee came 
together to decide the theme, 
the new Disney movie Frozen 
had just 
come 
out and 

By Lauren Santye

THE 2014-15 Student Government Association 
(SGA) Executive Board was 
elected on April 8 in the Student 
Recreation Center with junior 

public relations major Allie Koury 
coming out on top.

“I’m absolutely ecstatic about 
the fact that I’m president,” she 
said. “I really hope to get the 
students involved and really 
make it so it’s not two cam-
puses, but so that we feel like 
we’re all one campus.”

Koury won president with 
219 votes; Ryan Hopely, fresh-
man public relations major, 
received vice president with 177 
votes; Andrew Dimino, junior 
entrepreneurial studies/man-
agement major, will be secre-
tary with 325 votes; and Nick 
Rapisarda, junior accounting 
and finance major, will be the 
treasurer with 246 votes. 

Hopely is just as excited 
about receiving the position of  
vice president in the election. 

“I’m incredibly thankful for 

winning,” Hopely said. “Thank you to 
everyone who voted. Thank you to the co-
candidates — everyone did fabulous. 

“For things I would like to accomplish, I 
would love to see Senate much more engag-
ing, love to see Senate quorum, and every-

one always look forward to Senate every 
week.”

Rapisarda shares Hopely’s enthusi-
asm in having won his position of  trea-
surer. He wants to make some positive 

changes when it comes to how the SGA 
operates its finances.

“This is a position I have always strived 
to achieve ever since I came to Rider,” he 
said. “It’s a joyus feeling knowing all of  my 
past positions and accomplishments have 
led me to this. Going forward, I plan to 
work with my SGA board to recognize the 
financial problems that organizations are 

dealing with and develop solutions.” 

Koury, Hopely, elected leaders 
of Student Government Assoc.

Westminster students listen closely to WCC student body President Justin Su’esu’e’s story about the loss of both parents to cancer.➠ SEE RELAY
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Newly elected President Allie Koury and Vice President 
Ryan Hopely strike a pose after their victories.

Model UN wins big
By Lauren Santye

FOR the sixth consecutive year, Rider’s Model 
U.N. team took home the Outstanding 
Delegation award, which is received by 
the top 5% in the National Model United 

Nations 2014 Conference.
The conference took place in New York 

from March 30 to April 4 and was held at the 
Sheraton Hotel in Times Square. This year the 
Rider team represented Indonesia.

Although this year’s team was confronted with 
a few challenges, they were able to persevere, and 
bring home the highest achievement for the sixth 
year in a row. 

“This year, our team was very large, and 
we only had a few students come back from 
previous teams,” said Rebecca Grossman, a 
senior political science and global studies major. 
“Especially with the snow days, such a huge 
team with so little experience, there were some 
new challenges this year. However, the second 
we got there, when I saw the team interacting 
with the other schools, I knew we were going to 
rock it. The team was a perfect mix of  writers, 
academics, diplomats, speakers and business-
men, and they all managed to play up their 
strengths better than anyone would have ever 
expected. Honestly, from the second they walked 
in, I was looking at post-doc-
torate professionals, not first ➠ SEE MODEL UN
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Wednesday, April 9 

Bidder 70
7 p.m. Sweigart Auditorium
Bidder 70 is a documentary film that tells the story of  a 
young man who changed the scene of  oil and gas drill-
ing by posing as a bidder and disrupting a controversial 
auction. He spent two years in prison, all for the sake of  
the land.

Wednesday, April 9 - Thursday, April 10

Senior send-off
12 p.m. BLC Cavalla Room
Convenient access is provided to everything seniors 
need to make their graduation plans. They can pick up 
their caps and gowns, purchase school rings, make a 
Senior Class Pride gift and more before graduation day.

Thursday, April 10

Let’$ Talk About Money
5:30 p.m., Mercer Room
Brett Ellen, founder of  AFN (American Financial 
Network) and one of  the top financial advisors in Cali-
fornia, will speak to students. Fresh baked homemade 
cookies will be given out and $25 gift cards to people 
who ask/answer questions. Starbucks coffee will be 
served as well.

Monday, April 14

Coffee hour
7:30 a.m., Behind the Admissions office on the walkway
Students will receive donuts, coffee and hot chocolate 
while walking to class from the commuter lot.

Tuesday, April 15

Passport to the World
11:30 a.m., Student Recreation Center, Atrium
This celebration of  the international community on 
campus is open to faculty, staff and students. 

Talk about it Tuesdays
4:30 p.m., Student Center Lobby
Every Tuesday in April, an information table will be 
set up to inform students about Alcohol Awareness and 
Sexual Assault Awareness Month.

T H I S  W E E K

R I D E R  M O U R N S  T W O  L O S S E S  I N  T H E  S C I E N C E S 
Dr. Bruce Burnham

Dr. Bruce Burnham passed away on 
April 2 at the age of 51. He was a pro-
fessor of chemistry in the Department 
of Chemistry, Biochemistry and Physics 
since 1998. 

According to Dr. Alexander 
Grushow, chair of the department, 
Burnham was involved in researching 
organic synthesis and medicinal chem-
istry, which many students worked on 
with him. 

“Many of them have been reaching 
back to the department over the last 
several days as the news of his pass-
ing has spread through the alumni 
community,” Grushow said. “It has been 
quite a wonderful thing to hear from 
so many of them.” 

Burnham’s family is looking to con-
tinue his name and presence at Rider. 

“At the request of Dr. Burnham’s 
family we have contacted the Office 
of University Advancement and they 
will be accepting donations to create 
a scholarship fund in Dr. Burnham’s 
name,” Grushow said. “Anyone wish-
ing to contribute to the fund can 

send their donation to the Office of 
University Advancement with a memo 
indicating the that it should go toward 
the Burnham scholarship fund.”

Burnham has two sons who sur-
vive him and attend college in North 
Carolina.  A campus memorial is being 
planned for May.
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Dirty doorknobs
 
Some still need to learn to 

wash their hands after dealing 
with messy substances. While on a 
Park, Walk and Talk patrol on April 
3, a Public Safety officer noticed 
an unknown powdery substance 
on the doors in Olson, Conover 
and Switlik residence halls at 
10:13 p.m. The cost of the damage 
has not yet been determined. The 
suspect is unknown.      

Intruder alert?
 
Better safe than sorry. On 

Friday, April 4 at approximately 6 
p.m., a student in Omega House 
reportedly saw a suspicious 
person outside a window and 
called Public Safety. Upon the 
officers’ arrival, they did not see 
anyone in the area, nor did they 
see any signs of forced entry at 
the window.

 

Asking twice
     On April 6 at 2:14 a.m., Public 
Safety officers asked a student to 
move his car parked on Faculty 
Drive. The student moved his 
car, but officers found the car 
parked in the same spot later 
in the day. The student eventu-
ally complied, but was issued a 
parking summons. The issue has 
been forwarded to the Office of 
Community Standards.  

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

D
Excellence Defined.

www.daarstoc.org

DAARSTOC
Rider’s elite executive skill-building organization

Members learn:
• Interviewing
• Problem Solving
• Conflict Resolution
• Interpersonal Communication
• Stand-up Speaking
• Stress Management
• Feedback Skills

Who can apply:
Any student (from any major 
and any college at Rider) who 
has completed one full semester, 
and has at least two semesters 
left before graduation.

How to Apply:
You can obtain an application 
from daarstoc.org or a current 
member. 

Submit completed applications 
to Sweigart Hall 240 or to a 
current member no later than 
5pm on Monday, April 14th .

Note that interviews will be 
held at 1pm on Sunday, April 
27th.

For more information, contact simona@rider.edu
or visit www.daarstoc.org

Colleen Dillon
Colleen Dillon, an administra-

tive specialist in the Department of 
Chemistry, Biochemistry and Physics, 
passed away on April 3 at the age of 
55 in Capital Health Regional Medical 
Center in Trenton. She had been 
stricken by an aneurysm at her home 
in Roebling, N.J.

Dillion was born in Munich, 
Germany. She studied classical guitar 
and took voice lessons at Westminster 
Choir College. She began providing 
administrative, clerical and secretarial 
support in 2001 to all faculty in the 
Science and Technology Center, and 
later worked specifically with the 
department.

During her time at Rider, she served 
as a volunteer for outreach events, the 
lecture series and NCAA tournaments. 

She was also a member of The 
American Federation of State, County 
and Municipal Employees (AFSCME) 
union and the National Poet’s Society. 
Dillon won the coveted “Best Dressed 
Poet Award” from Rider’s 2004 Annual 
Poetry Slam and Splat.  She is survived 

by her mother, Joan Weaver; her hus-
band of 29 years, Patrick J. Dillion; and 
their children, Mary Kate and Sarah.

Dillion’s funeral service took place 
on April 8 at 11 a.m. at St. Vincent 
DePaul Church.
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By Casey Gale

THE possibility for Liberal Arts and Sciences (LAS) 
students to have a 60-credit core curriculum 
in the future was discussed at a recent forum 
regarding the yet-to-be-finalized new LAS core 

proposal, sponsored by the Liberal Arts and Sciences 
Committee on Academic Policy (LASCAP).

On April 1, faculty convened to voice questions 
and concerns that had carried over from the last meet-
ing on the topic, which took place on Feb. 6.  
     “We need to start with what students need,” said 
Dr. Jonathan Millen, associate dean of  the College of  
Liberal Arts, Education and Sciences (CLAES), and 
member of  the faculty-led task force involved with 
creating the new core. “If  that number ends up being 
60 credits instead of  42, then we’re providing what 
students need.”

Even with new possibilities for “double-dipping,” 
students said that 60 credits sounded like a few too 
many. 

“There should be a happy medium,” said Meg 
Scheels, junior public relations major. “Maybe less 
than 60, but still some revamping of  what’s required 
to better prepare Rider students.” 

Included in the possible 60-credit core could be a 
three-credit oral communication course. The question 
of  whether such a class is necessary for all LAS stu-
dents was a heavily debated topic, as it was in the last 
meeting, and remains a point of  contention. While 
some individuals argued that they include enough of  
a public speaking element within their courses, others, 
particularly in the Department of  Communication 
and Journalism, felt as though a course focused solely 
on oral communication was a necessity for success 
with future employers. 

Despite the questions from faculty, students seem 
united in believing in the class’ worth.

“I love speech classes,” said Marissa Friedrich, 
a junior radio/TV major. “They really helped me 
increase my self-confidence and comfort talking to 
large audiences. I think [having an oral communica-
tion requirement] is a good idea because [Liberal Arts 
and Sciences] majors need to be able to speak to the 
public.”

Junior behavioral neuroscience major Danielle 
Minichino agreed. 

“Public speaking is very important, and a skill 
everyone should acquire,” she said.

LASCAP is the entity that has final authority to 
decide which courses can be counted in the core. 
There are presently no criteria in place regarding 
what constitutes a core course, which is why the task 
force has proposed that an advisory committee be 
created to help guide faculty in the decision-making 
process. The multi-disciplinary committee would rep-
resent departments across LAS and would collaborate 
with faculty as they design courses for the core.  

Some professors were open to, but skeptical about, 
the idea. 

“The role of  any advisory board to LASCAP and/
or the faculty should be limited to advising,” said 
Dr. Linda Materna, a Spanish professor. “That is, to 
serving as a resource for faculty uncertain as to how 
to design a course such that it fits the criteria of  the 
proposed LAS core, and possibly to serving as a con-
sulting body should LASCAP be uncertain whether a 
particular course indeed fits the criteria. 

“It should not function, in my opinion, as a gate-
way entity that stands between, on the one hand, the 
department or program submitting the course, and, 

on the other, LASCAP.” 
Dr. Patricia Mosto, dean of  CLAES, said that the 

task force will work through the summer to address 
faculty-presented issues. The next meeting on the 
subject will take place in early fall. 

By Megan Meehan 

THE importance of  getting involved 
in politics and the significance of  
bravery in elected leaders were 
former Gov. Edward Rendell’s 

themes during a visit to Rider on 
April 1. The event was sponsored by 
the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey 
Politics. 

Rendell served as governor of  
Pennsylvania for two terms, where he 
focused on making the government 
more responsive to the needs of  the 
public. He is also the former mayor of  
Philadelphia, serving two terms and 
overcoming huge financial difficulties. 
At one point, he earned the nickname 
of  “America’s mayor” because of  his 
great popularity. 

“I am glad to be here because one 
of  the most important things I think we 
can do is to get young people interested 
in politics and government,” he said. 
“There’s no telling what can happen 
when young people get energized, not 
only to become voters or activists, but 
to become involved in politics and gov-
ernment themselves.” 

In 2012, Rendell published a book, 
A Nation of  Wusses: How America’s Leaders 
Lost the Guts to Make Us Great. His book 
describes how the leaders of  the coun-
try won’t put their necks on the line 
for the greater good of  the people if  it 
means they have to make any sacrifices 
for themselves. 

Throughout the speech, Rendell 
talked about the significance of  having 
a career in public service. 

“One of  the reasons I wrote my 
book was to try to inspire young people 
to pursue a career in public service,” he 
said. “And by public service I don’t just 
mean elected office. I wanted to inspire 
them to go into government, to work 
as a deputy city planner, an assistant 
water commissioner, a specialist in 

the Department of  Environmental 
Protection, things like that.” 

Rendell believes that it is important 
for young people to know that public 
service is fulfilling and exciting. 

“I would get up every morning, 
knowing that they were paying me 
to use my talent and energy to make 
people’s lives better, sometimes 12 and 
a half  million people at a time, when 
I was governor of  Pennsylvania,” 
Rendell said. “But sometimes, just one 
person at a time.” 

Rendell emphasized the importance 
of  public service. 

“It’s an amazing gift,” Rendell said. 
“You feel terrific about yourself  and 
what you’re doing. It’s an amazing 
thing, and I hope that many more of  
our young people will look to public 
service as a way of  living their lives. It’s 
a great experience.”

Rendell also talked about the 

importance of  bravery as a quality of  
politicians. It is his belief  that many 
politicians treat their career like a 
popularity contest; however, in order to 
make a change, politicians may have to 
make unpopular decisions. 

“One of  the slogans that has always 
been my political mantra is ‘Behold the 
turtle: he only makes progress when he 
sticks his neck out,’” he said. My staff  
would say to me, ‘Yes, but he only gets 
his head chopped off  when he sticks his 
neck out.’ It’s sort of  the same thing.” 

Rendell suggested that people look 
at the past to make future decisions.

“We have to get back to taking 
risks,” he said.  “Think about our his-
tory. A nation of  farmers thought they 
could defeat a country with a great 
military. We took a risk and understood 
the consequences. All through our his-
tory we’ve had the ability to take risks.” 

He said that Americans must be 

willing to take action. 
“What we need are citizen soldiers. 

If  you are willing to go into Trenton or 
Washington for four years and make a 
change, you don’t have to worry about 
your career.”

Rendell argued that current politians 
lack a deep passion for core values and 
for things they want to achieve. 

“They know what they don’t want, 
but they don’t have any deep feeling 
about things they want to have hap-
pen,” Rendell said. “Why are you both-
ering us with your candidacy if  you’re 
not willing to take risks?” 

At the end of  the speech, Rendell 
received some audience questions 
concerning N.J. Gov. Chris Christie and 
whether he could win the presidential 
nomination.

“I think he will have trouble com-
pleting his term,” Rendell said. “I look 
at it like this, from the perspective of  
an active governor, there’s no way that 
my own employees would do something 
like this without me noticing. And how 
would he not notice? I wonder, how 
many contributors of  Chris Christie 
were stuck in those traffic jams? If  it 
were me, they would call me. They 
would call me up and say, ‘Hey, the 
bridge is all jammed up.’ I think he’s 
not even a factor.”

Ben Dworkin, director of  the 
Rebovich Institute, was pleased with 
the event. 

“This was a tremendous way to 
end the public event portion of  the 
Rebovich Institute programing for 
this academic year,” he said. “Rendell 
might not be in elected office anymore, 
but he clearly can connect with people 
and have tremendous insight into 
the politics of  our day. It was really 
a unique experience, for anyone who 
attended.”

News

Task force proposes up to 60-credit LAS core

Gov. Rendell advocates political risks

Former Pa. Gov. Ed Rendell, right, shakes hands and speaks with the Rider community on April 1.
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The Rider News has an 
immediate opening for 
a Photography Editor.
Interested candidates should email Executive 
Editor Jen Maldonado at maldonadoje@rider.edu, 
Managing Editor Rachel Stengel at  
stengelr@rider.edu and Photography Editor 
Maggie Sarlo at sarlom@rider.edu.

Photographers should have a 
DSLR camera, preferably live on 
campus, and be available to work 
Sunday, Monday and 
Tuesday nights as 
well as be on call 
when necessary.
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Relay
CONT’D FROM P. 1

By Alexis Schulz

ONE of  the first physicians in the United States to 
treat AIDS patients is coming to Rider on April 
15 in conjunction with a new minor in Health 
Communication.

In the early 1980s, at the UCSF Medical Center, 
Dr. Marcus Conant identified Kaposi’s sarcoma, a 
tumor based skin disorder, as a key indicator of  HIV 
infection. He opened one of  the largest private AIDS 
clinics in San Francisco.  

Julia Ernst, who teaches health communication, 
said Conant can give students a real-world perspective 
of  how AIDS can affect their lives.

“He was in the trenches at the very beginning of  
the AIDS epidemic,” said Ernst.  “He can speak to 
30-plus years of  history because he has seen it all.”

Ernst met Conant when she was writing an article 
for a dermatology journal about the skin complica-
tions of  HIV. 

“Nearly 90% of  AIDS and HIV patients are 

affected by skin symptoms, so it’s a really big issue for 
dermatologists,” said Ernst.  “When I was writing the 
article, I called him and we ended up talking about the 
article, and what I hoped to do with my career.”  

Conant has been an advocate for AIDS patients 
since the start of  the epidemic, and his work has con-
tributed to the development of  top HIV medications. 

“He is very pivotal in the epidemic, but he is very 
kind-hearted and humble despite that,” said Ernst. 
“I think it’s a great opportunity for students to hear 
about a really huge event in history that had a lot of  
impact and continues to have impact from someone 
who worked through it.”

Ernst said that every student can take away some-
thing from this lecture. 

“AIDS is spread through human contact and that’s 
a big part of  sociology,” Ernst said. “For the biol-
ogy department, this is a huge opportunity for them 
to hear about an ongoing issue in health. For com-
munication and journalism majors, it’s a constant 

conversation in the health communication field. And 
in general, it’s useful for business majors who want to 
get into pharmaceuticals or work within the business 
of  a large hospital or large health organization.” 

“I’m excited for this event because I think it is great 
that Rider is able to have a doctor come to speak 
and enlighten students about AIDS and developing 
treatments,” said Carlee Adams, freshman accounting 
major. 

The Department of  Communication and 
Journalism will be hosting the event in North Hall 
202. Light refreshments will be served at 6:30 p.m., 
with the lecture starting at 7 p.m., followed by ques-
tions from the audience.

“Student will learn what the issues were then, what 
they are now, and what steps we still have to take to 
deal with this disease,” said Ernst. 

News
Pioneering AIDS doctor to bring his story

was very popu-
lar among many 
students, espe-
cially committee 

members,” he said. “When one of  our 
committee members came up with the 
‘When you wish upon a cure’ slogan, it 
was too perfect to pass up.”

Mari Davis said the night consisted 
of  events structured by the American 
Cancer Society as well as original Rider 
activities. Zumba, Disney bingo and 
other activities ensured students stayed 
awake throughout the night into the 
next morning. 

“Our event coordinators put 
together a bunch of  performances by 
Rider students,” Davis said. “Some of  

the groups are The Rider Vibes, The 
Deaf  Tones and various others.” 

The Luminaria Ceremony is one of  
the most emotional aspects of  Relay for 
Life. The ceremony is meant to “help 
us remember those that passed away 
from cancer,” Davis said. 

“We turn off  all of  the lights, and 
we have the luminaria bags which are 
purchased to honor someone who has 
passed away from or currently has can-
cer,” he said.  

“The ceremony made me think of  
the people that I knew who passed 
away from cancer, so it was really 
emotional and other people felt very 
emotional at that point as well,” said 
Deborah McFetridge, a freshman 

marketing major. 
During the Luminaria Ceremony, 

many participants cried in reaction to 
seeing the names written on each bag.

Hannah Bass, a sophomore elemen-
tary education major and Relay for Life 
committee member, said that her first 
time at the event was memorable. 

“I enjoyed the opportunity to 
work with such an amazing group of  
students and create such an amazing 
event,” she said. “Being my first Relay 
for Life, I didn’t know what to expect. 
Now that I have experienced such a 
magical atmosphere, I look forward to 
next year.” 

Alexa Caplinger, a sophomore busi-
ness major, feels that it’s important for 

students to participate in Relay for Life. 
“Everybody knows someone who has 

been taken by cancer or someone who 
is suffering from cancer,” Caplinger 
said. “By doing Relay for Life, you 
know you are making a difference in 
the world.” 

Caplinger said that she hopes every-
one works toward ridding the world of  
cancer.

“I think everyone should do Relay 
for Life because cancer never sleeps, 
and Relay for Life could be one of  
the best experiences of  your life,” said 
Caplinger. “Everyone wants to work 
together to help prevent this from hap-
pening in the future and to find a cure 
and have more birthdays.” 

year undergraduate students.”
According to Grossman, there were more than 500 

schools and more than half  of  them are international. 
The conference is essentially a “big simulation of  how 
the United Nations does its work.”

“The aim is to diplomatically collaborate with one 
another to solve world issues; they don’t stress the 
competitive aspect,” she said. “We do so well because 
we stress the importance of  working with each other 
as opposed to working against each other. This year, 
we represented Indonesia, so we sort of  adopt the 
persona of  an Indonesian ambassador. We place our 
personal views aside in order to see through an inter-
national lens.”

Within the team, pairs were assigned to various 
committees. Edgar Mendieta, a junior, global studies 
and political science major, was apart of  the General 
Assembly Three committee, which had three different 
topics. 

“The main topic we worked on was migrant 
and human rights, due to time, as delegates from 
Indonesia,” Mendieta said. The purpose was to cre-
ate a resolution in the United Nations format that 
would benefit the global and work with other member 
states.”

Winifred Mackintosh, a junior political science 
and English major, was in awe of  how the Model UN 
conference went. 

“We got to take on the role of  being a real diplomat 
from Indonesia — the country we were representing 
— and cooperate with other representatives to create 
working documents and resolutions on big, interna-
tional issues,” Mackintosh said. “It was an amazing 
way to see how change is actually made at the inter-
national level. I personally made a lot of  friends and 
learned a lot of  valuable life skills about how to be 
persuasive, how to talk to people, and how to work 
under pressure.”

The days spent in New York varied everyday. 
According to Grossman, the sessions would last about 
three hours long. 

“We would be in session from about 8 a.m. to 
11 p.m., with a few breaks in the middle for lunch 

and dinner,” she said. “In 
committee is where all the 
formal works was done, 
and your breaks could 
be spent doing more 
work for committee, eat-
ing, going to one of  the 
networking or career fairs, 
attending a seminar with 
world-renowned speak-
ers, or taking a nap. After 
committee session we 
would meet as a team for 
a debrief, where we would 
talk about what happened 
that day and discuss strat-
egy for the following day. 
Then, they had a delegate 
lounge, where a lot of  the 
schools would go to blow 
off  some steam. They had 
a DJ, so it was kind of  a 
party atmosphere. But you 
could also use that time to 
sleep, explore New York, or 
catch up on work.”

The reoccurring theme among delegates was that 
one of  the highlights of  the conference was meeting 
new people and making friends. 

“My favorite part of  the conference was when 
we got to actually sit around and work with the other 
people in the committee to write the paper we were try-
ing to write,” said Nikita Mycyk a sophomore political 
science major..

However, Andrew Dimino a junior, entrepreneurial 
studies/management major, liked the nightly team 
meetings. 

“My favorite part of  conference is our debriefings as 
a team after each long day of  intense diplomacy among 
the vast variety of  delegates,” he said. “As a team we go 
over strategies to overcome our challenges in how to be 
diplomatic with states that have opposing views or with 
delegations that are hard to work with. These debriefs, I 
believe, are what make us succeed year after year. In the 
debriefs I also feel like this is where we ultimately form 
a team. It is always a bit of  a comic relief  and what 
makes you feel not alone at the end of  the day.”

The award ceremony was held on April 3 and took 
place at the United Nations. Normally the ceremony 
would take place in the general assembly hall, but this 
year the real hall was undergoing renovations. 

Later that night, students were awarded with a 
dance, where schools got to celebrate their hard work, 
said Grossman.  

Overall, the delegates found the experience to be 
very rewarding and educational. 

It’s definitely a great experience,” said Mendieta. “If  
you are interested in joining next year, I would tell you 
to be prepared to work hard, to be challenged, to grow 
and more importantly that you’ll have fun. It definitely 
has made my college year so much better. It helped 
me enjoy my career goal even more, and has made me 
excited for the future. I’m definitely looking forward to 
joining again next year.”

The Model UN 2014 Team will be holding a 
Teach-in April 15. During this time, members will 
share their experiences, talk about the process and 
start recruitment for next year’s team. 

The Model UN team won Outstanding Delegation in the National Model United Nations 2014 Conference.

Model UN
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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By Emily Klingman
The Rider Dance Team brought a 

slice of  the Big Apple into the Yvonne 
Theater on April 4 and 5 with its final 
performance of  the semester, Bright 
Lights, Big City. 

The theme took the audience on a 
train ride from Lawrenceville to various 
areas in New York, such as Wall Street, 
Fifth Avenue and Broadway. 

“We are stopping at different parts 
of  NYC where we show different styles 
of  dance including jazz, reggae, lyrical, 
tap, old school hip-hop and Broadway,” 
senior elementary education and dance 
team captain Michelle Farace said.

One dance the team looked forward 
to performing was “Stop at the World 
Trade Center,” which was a tribute to 
the lives lost on 9/11. 

It was this dance that junior web 
design major and dance team president 
Tiffany Reyes was most excited for. 

“My favorite dance personally to 
perform was the lyrical dance,” she said. 
“I specialize in hip-hop but this year, I 
wanted to show people more of  my hid-
den talents. It’s a very emotional piece 
and it hits home.”

Interlaced throughout the show were 
introductions of  each routine by dance 
team adviser and host Jamiyl Mosley 
and videos of  performances from the 
past year. 

During an interactive intermission, 
audience members tweeted selfies that 
the team took backstage. The audi-
ence also took selfies and posted them 

to Twitter with hashtag #teamdtg. As 
the selfies were taken, the Twitter feed 
was posted on a screen on stage, allow-
ing everyone to see the pictures as they 
came up. The hashtag pays homage to 
the dance team’s recent win of  MTV’s 
“Dancing with Miley” contest. 

The team performed a total of  13 
dances, including its special performance 
from this year’s Midnight MAACness 
and its recent performance from the 
Wells Fargo Center. 

While some dances featured the 
whole team, others featured small groups 
made up of  the members from different 
classes. These dances in particular rep-
resented the skills and talents each class 
brought to the team.

“My favorite dance to perform was 
probably the senior dance,” said Farace. 
“It was made to be like a talk show in 
NYC and displayed dances from our 
freshman year, sophomore year and 
junior year. Then we ended with a new 
routine for senior year, so the dancers 
who have been on the team since fresh-
man year, including myself, performed 
all four routines.”

The team hopes that the audience 
enjoyed the show and understood how 
the dances related to the theme, as a lot 
of  time and dedication was poured into 
the event. 

“We wanted to put on an amazing 
performance that also told a story,” 
Reyes said. “We thought there’s nothing 
greater than New York to best showcase 
this. It’s known for its entertainment and 

we wanted to share that with our fami-
lies and the Rider community.”

The team began rehearsals in 
January, but complications with the use 
of  the Yvonne Theater cut the team’s 
practice time by a week.

 “It was a lot of  work and some stress 
preparing for this show because we usu-
ally get an extra week,” Reyes said. “We 
pulled it together and we couldn’t be 
happier.”

The audience was impressed with 
the work of  the dance team and their 

showcase performance.
“I liked the show and the variety in 

the show,” said junior graphic design 
major Julia Hall. “I thought the dance 
team did great and was able to show all 
the different talents they had and not 
just their basketball game performances. 
I really liked the New York theme and 
how it’s such a diverse place and they all 
have such diverse talents.”

Showcase leads audience on New York tour

The Rider dance team’s final performance of the semester, Bright Lights, Big City, centered on a theme of 
New York City and each dance was meant to be another “stop” in a NYC landmark. 
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If you are interested in getting 
involved in SBC, please contact 
caravelloa@rider.edu and ask how 
you can make a big difference! 

Note: Our next blood drive event 
will take place on April 22 and 
23 in the SRC Seminar Room 
from 1 to 6 p.m. 

Rider University Blood Drive
Thank you administration, faculty, staff and students for your continued 
support. In addition, a special thank you to the Student Blood Council 
(SBC), Alpha Phi Omega, Rider Bonner, 107.7 The Bronc, The Rider News, 
recruiters, volunteers and donors.
This school year we have collected enough units of blood to help save 
906 lives. Also, this school year has been the best with collecting 
and reaching close to 1,000 units. Together, we have made a 
tremendous impact in the 
community by sharing the 
gift of life one pint at a time.
Come join us on Tuesday, 
April 22 and Wednesday, 
April 23 in the SRC 
Seminar Room from 1 to 
6 p.m. as we roll up our 
sleeves for a great cause 
and try to surpass our goal 
for the 2013-14 school year 
to help save more than 
1,000 lives.
We are a family-oriented 
university with a big heart that keeps giving. So mark your 
calendars today and let’s do what we do best - bleed cranberry!
If you are interested in getting involved in SBC, please contact 
caravelloa@rider.edu and ask how you can help us on our mission to 
save lives.
 Sincerely,
 Angelina Caravello

**Every donor who comes out to donate will automatically be 
entered into a raffle at a chance to win gold bar VIP Katy Perry 
concert tickets**
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By Kimberly Ortiz

FOUR young friends and lovers who become dissatis-
fied with each other and their lives are the focus 
of. Reasons to be Pretty, the contemporary American 
play by Neil LaBute. The play will run in the Bart 

Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater April 9-13 under the 
direction of  Miriam Mills, associate professor of  theater. 

The wider theme focuses on society’s obsession with 
beauty and physical appearance.

“The play deals with the issue of  how we, in our 
society, confront the issue of  ‘pretty,’” said Mills. “How 
important pretty is to our world, and what happens to 
our world when we are told that we are not pretty.”

Set in a present day and age, Reasons to be Pretty’s 
intense opening scene mentally prepares the audience 
for what is about to ensue. Kent (senior Dan Argese) 
and Greg (senior Greg Clark) are hanging out at Kent’s 
house talking about a girl at the office who is “pretty.” 

Greg says to Kent, “I really love my girlfriend, but 
she’s just regular looking — not really pretty — but I 
wouldn’t trade her for anything.” Kent’s wife, Carly 
(sophomore Allie Patton), overhears the conversation, 
immediately calls Greg’s girlfriend, Stephanie (senior 
Melissa Saint-Amand), and tells her what Greg said. The 
play then opens with a 12-minute argument between 
Stephanie and Greg.

The production has aspects of  both comedy and 
drama, and viewers should be prepared to hear 
extremely harsh language.

“It is not for the faint of  heart,” said Mills. “People 
need to be prepared that this ain’t Our Town. It’s not a 
safe, little, sweet play — although there are moments 
that are quite sweet in the play.”

Patton says audiences can expect a show with per-
sonal feel.

 “With such a small cast, the audience gets to know 
and fall in love with each character,” Patton said. “They 

will laugh, they may cry, and they will hopefully leave 
the show asking questions of  why body image and 
beauty play such a big part in our lives today.”

Mills also agrees that this concept of  beauty is not 
only an interpersonal issue, but a societal issue that 
should be addressed. She said that she wants the audi-
ence to see that the author, LaBute, has something to 
say.

“There’s nothing safe with this play,” said Mills. “It’s 
a hard, rough play. I want them to feel on some level 
— assaulted. I think you’ll see that this will get into the 
audience’s personal space. We break the fourth wall, and 
we have very loud music.”

The fourth wall, the imaginary barrier between the 
actors and the audience, allows the audience to look into 
a scene. In order to break this, the actors step out into 

the audience space, according to Mills.
“We have a platform that’s in front of  the apron, and 

the four actors at different times step out and speak to 
the audience directly, therefore breaking the reality of  
the play,” said Mills. “Hopefully it will bring the audi-
ence even closer into the story line, so they become part 
of  the story.”

Mills hopes that audiences will be able to consider 

superficiality and how dangerous it is. According to 
Mills, since the show’s main characters involve cou-
ples, the play is relatable when it comes to being in a 
relationship.

“I think you’re going to look at the fight between this 
couple, and if  you don’t relate to this fight, you’ve never 
been in a relationship,” Mills said. “The men are going 
to side with the guy and the women are going side with 

Stephanie. If  you go to the play with your boyfriend or 
girlfriend, you’re going to leave being a little pissed at 
each other.”

 Patton’s role of  Carly mainly deals with the surface 
level of  her physical appearance.

“She’s that girl with the great face that most people 
don’t take the time to get to know past her physical 
features,” Patton said. “She’s this object, something that 
people can’t help but look at. It’s all society sees.”

This is the main theme of  the play that questions why 
society places so much emphasis on looks.

“There needs to come a time when we value things 
that are worth valuing — character, kindness, compas-
sion, inner beauty, intelligence — rather than arm 
candy,” said Mills. “I think it’ll be extremely eye-opening 
for people.”

Patton also agrees that her character realizes the 
superficiality of  having a pretty face.

“Carly is aware that she’s beautiful,” Patton said. 
“She’s used that beauty to get her things in the past, but 
Carly realizes she needs more. Carly is more than just a 
face. She’s a very strong character and I hope audiences 
will see that.”

Mills thinks that LaBute does a wonderful job 
addressing the issue of  societal standards through the 
physicality and raw emotion of  the play.

“I believe you’re going to be stunned by this play,” 
said Mills. “I don’t think you’re going to expect a play to 
be as personal as this one will be. This play is personal 
— very, very personal.”

WCC tenor reaches finals 
in Met Opera competition
By Alyssa Naimoli

WESTMINSTER College of  the Arts’ (WCA) rec-
ognition achieved new heights when Rexford 
Tester, a second-year graduate student at 
Westminster Choir College, reached the finals 

in the 2013-14 Metropolitan Opera National Council 
Auditions.  

The competition, held on April 6 on the Met’s New 
York City stage, netted him a $5,000 prize as well as 
an extraordinary opportunity.

“It was the most surreal experience and truly a 
dream come true,” Tester said.

Tester’s journey began in a district competition, 
when he defeated three other competitors and won the 
Washington D.C. district title. There are 38 districts in 
13 regions.

 “I chose to audition in the Washington D.C. dis-
trict, in the Mid-Atlantic region,” said Tester, 24. “It 
was like any other audition at first. It was what I was 
used to, three judges and a small audience.” 

From there, Tester, a tenor, advanced to the 
regional stage of  the competition. The regional 
performances were held in the John F. Kennedy 
Center for the Performing Arts in Washington 
D.C. in front of  a sold-out audience. 

“It was like a sporting event,” Tester said. 
“They call it the American Idol of  opera, and 
that’s exactly what it felt like.”

The 20 regional winners won a trip to 
New York, where they participated in the national 
semi-finals on March 23. Also on the stage of  the 
Metropolitan Opera, these auditions were done 
concert-style. The finalists did their first performances 
before taking an intermission and then performing 
their final songs. 

From there, the field was narrowed to nine final-
ists, who competed in a public concert, the Grand 
Finals Concert, accompanied by the Metropolitan 

Opera Orchestra. Each finalist was given his or her 
own dressing room, where they had the chance to doll 
themselves up for a once-in-a-lifetime experience.

Marshall Onofrio, the associate dean of  WCA, said 
Westminster aims to give students training so they are 
able to take advantage of  such opportunities and use 
their talents to the best of  their abilities. 

“Westminster prepares students first and fore-
most through individual applied music study with 
a master teacher from our faculty,” Onofrio said. 
“Competitions such as the Met Opera are sponsored 
by non-university organizations. We receive a great 
deal of  contact from numerous competitions each 
year. News of  these opportunities is shared with all 
students.”

Tester, who had seen a documentary covering the 
Met Opera’s National Council Competition, decided 
to audition this past year to see where he might rank 
among the nation’s young opera singers, ranging from 
ages 20-30. The entire experience he faced in the 
competition was new to him since this was his first 
major competition. 

According to Onofrio, the WCA community com-
mends Tester on his achievements in the opera world. 

“The entire Westminster College of  the Arts 
community is extremely proud of  Mr. Tester,” said 
Onofrio. “His recognition as a finalist is testament 

to his artistry, the superior training he has received 
here at Westminster, and the high regard with 
which a distinguished panel of  judges evaluated his 
performance.”

Tester enjoyed the opportunity to explore a new 
part of  the professional opera world, and said he was 
blessed with the opportunity to perform at the Met.

“It was amazing to have the opportunity to sing 
on that stage — to stand there with an orchestra and 
sing,” said Tester. “It was a complete honor.”

Rexford Tester, a second-year graduate student at Westminster 
Choir College, made it to the final round of auditions for the 2013-
14 Metropolitan Opera National Council Audition. 
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RDE dances for a cure at Relay for Life
By Rena Carman

AS soon as the Rider Dance 
Ensemble (RDE) was invited 
to perform for the fourth con-
secutive year at Rider’s Relay for 

Life — the largest student-run event for 
the past five years — on April 5 in the 
Student Recreation Center, the execu-
tive board sprang into action and began 
rehearsals.

RDE performed a variety of  dances 
for more than 800 students. More than 
$32,000 was collectively raised during 
this year’s Relay. 

“We had dances that ranged from 
contemporary, jazz, even Beyoncé-
inspired performances and there’s even 
more styles performed at our show-
cases,” said Bridget McAlinden, junior 
graphic design major and RDE public 
relations chair. 

According to McAlinden, perform-
ing for such a large crowd during this 
event is something the team looks 
forward to every year.

“The crowd was really energetic, 
especially for 2 in the morning,” said 
McAlinden. “This only made us that 
more excited to perform. We were just 
happy to share the night with faculty 
and students in the fight against cancer. 
To see the whole Rider community 
come together for a cause and raise so 

much money is really inspiring.”
According to Ashley Miller, junior 

elementary education major and RDE 
president, the team had four pieces 
lined up: a jazz trio choreographed 
by sophomore dance major Ashley 
Alvarez to the song “The Way You 
Make Me Feel” by Michael Jackson; a 
contemporary piece choreographed by 
senior marketing major Sarah O’Keefe 
to “Skinny Love”; a large group fierce 
hip-hop/jazz piece to a Beyoncé mix 
choreographed by senior economics 
major Becky MacLeon; and a small 
group piece choreographed by junior 

journalism major J’na Jefferson in 
memory of  her mom, who passed away 
from cancer.

“Two routines are from our fall 
show, and the other was performed as 
a preview for our spring show,” said 
McAlinden. “The last dance was a 
piece specifically choreographed for 
Relay. Every year RDE choreographs 
a piece that ties in with the theme of  
Relay: to celebrate, remember and fight 
back.”

In order to help raise funds, RDE 
also promoted and shared its team 
page through various social media sites, 

asking friends and family to donate to 
the cause as well.

“RDE always tries to give back to 
the community as much as possible; it’s 
one of  my favorite things about RDE,” 
McAlinden said. “For as long as I’ve 
been at Rider we’ve always performed 
at Relay, and it’s something I look for-
ward to every year.”

By raising money and awareness, 
Relay for Life offers a positive outlet for 
those to remember about the struggle 
of  cancer for everyone involved.

“Relay has always been a way for me 
to remember my grandpa, who passed 
away from lung cancer when I was 6,” 
McAlinden said. “We were really close 
when I was growing up so it was really 
hard for me to get over, but it allows me 
to remember all of  the good times that 
we had when he was here.”

RDE hopes that these performances 
sparked the audience’s interest, mak-
ing them want to come to other RDE 
events, including their final show of  the 
semester. 

“I hope that this performance 
inspires them to come out and see 
‘RDE Presents: Wherever You Will 
Go’ on May 2 at 7:30 p.m. and May 
4 at 12:30 and 5 p.m. in the Yvonne 
Theater,” McAllinden said.

Rider Dance Ensemble performed four dances for more than 800 students at this year’s Relay for Life. 
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Reasons to be Pretty performances in the BLC Theater:
April 9  — 7:30 p.m.
April 10 — 7:30 p.m.
April 11 — 7:30 p.m.

April 12 — 7:30 p.m.
April 13 — 2 p.m.

Reserve tickets by calling 609-896-7775  
or by visiting rider.edu/arts.

Reasons to Be Pretty opens to a scene of intense fighting between two of the four main characters, Greg and his girlfriend Stephanie, played by 
senior Greg Clark and senior  Melissa Saint-Amand. The show opens April 9.

The rest of the cast is made up of senior Dan Argese, who plays Kent, and sophomore  Allie Patton, who portrays his wife, Carly. The play looks 
into the danger of the superficiality that comes with the word “pretty.”

P R E V I E W

Reasons to be Pretty exposes superficiality in society
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Cast
Carly Allie Patton, sophomore
Kent Dan Argese, senior
Greg  Greg Clark, senior
Stephanie   Melissa Saint-Armand, senior

‘‘It was like a sporting event. They call it 
the American Idol of  opera and that’s 
exactly what it felt like.” 
 RexfoRd TesTeR
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Lighting up 
e-cig debate
ELECTRONIC cigarettes have made 

their way onto college campuses, 
and some students are trading 
in their traditional smokes for 

these trendy new devices. However, 
these new gadgets are the subject of  
a brewing debate, and many institu-
tions aren’t exactly embracing them.

Rider has yet to develop any poli-
cies regarding the use of  electronic 
cigarettes on campus. There are 
many unknowns to consider as the 
topic is discussed.

A supposedly healthier alterna-
tive to tobacco cigarettes, electronic 
cigarettes produce vapor rather than 
smoke. The devices use a battery to 
heat a liquid mixture of  flavor and 
nicotine, producing a vapor that is 
inhaled.

Independently owned shops 
are popping up across the country, 
creating a booming industry that 
is attracting smokers for various 
reasons. Some are switching to 
electronic cigarettes in an attempt 
to erase their nicotine addiction for-
ever, while others are simply opting 
to satisfy their craving for the chemi-
cal from the comfort of  their couch.

There are numerous models of  
electronic cigarettes, from simplistic 
models that can be purchased at 
any tobacco-selling store, to fancier 
versions that can be filled with hun-
dreds of  flavors and varying levels of  
nicotine.

From cinnamon toast crunch to 
mocha, smokers can choose from an 
endless array of  flavors. The vapor 
that is exhaled smells like the liquid 
inside of  the electronic cigarette, 
and is allegedly harmless.

Many are using these devices 
to ditch their bad habit altogether. 
According to Forbes.com, “8% of  
adults who smoked in the last 12 
months” used electronic cigarettes 
to try to quit. Users can start at a 
higher level of  nicotine and slowly 
decrease the percentage until their 
nicotine dependence is nonexistent. 
If  you still want to continue using an 
electronic cigarette, you can switch 
to a liquid with no nicotine.

Another benefit of  these devices 
is the low cost in comparison to 
smoking tobacco cigarettes. A starter 
kit that generally includes the device, 
a battery, a charger and a liquid can 
cost anywhere from $50 to $100. An 
electronic cigarette user estimates 
that it costs about $15 a month for 
new batteries and liquid to refill the 
device.

Electronic cigarettes are great 
in theory, but just how healthy are 
they? Accidental exposure to the 
nicotine liquid has triggered a dra-
matic rise in the number of  phone 
calls being made to poison control 
centers. Many of  these reports 
involve children who, attracted by 
the sweet smells and flavors, drank 
the liquid. Others involved users 

who accidentally got the liquid on 
their skin or in their eyes.

Electronic cigarettes are not 
currently regulated by the Food and 
Drug Administration, making it 
impossible to have much faith in the 
listed ingredients and stated nicotine 
levels in the liquid. Also, because 
the devices do not contain tobacco, 
there is no age requirement to pur-
chase one.

Manufacturers advertise that 
electronic cigarettes can be smoked 
anywhere because they do not pro-
duce secondhand smoke, but many 
companies, institutions and even 
entire countries are banning the use 
of  these devices because there is not 
any research to back up this safety 
claim. Some have reported that the 
vapor irritates the eyes, nose and 
throat, and many argue that the use 
of  electronic cigarettes in public 
places should be banned until the 
lack of  side effects is proven.

Singapore and Brazil are among 
a growing list of  countries that have 
completely banned the devices, and 
cities such as New York and Los 
Angeles have banned their use in 
many public places, Reuters.com 
reported.

Another area of  concern comes 
with the psychological effects it can 
have. Many companies are banning 
the devices in an effort to prevent 
tobacco smokers or ex-smokers from 
being distracted in the workplace. 

So how do electronic cigarettes fit 
into our community here at Rider? 
With the side effects still largely 
unknown, should Rider join the list 
of  institutions that are banning the 
devices?

The Huffington Post revealed 
that most of  the universities in the 
University of  California system are 
implementing a complete prohi-
bition of  tobacco and electronic 
cigarettes.

As a university, Rider’s goal 
is to provide its students with a 
quality education and a safe and 
healthy learning environment. Until 
concrete research is conducted to 
provide information regarding the 
side effects of  electronic cigarettes, 
the devices should not be allowed 
indoors.

While they may provide a health-
ier alternative to tobacco smoking or 
a path to ditching a nicotine addic-
tion, these positives do not outweigh 
the potential negative effects on 
others.
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JUNIOR ADVICE

Missed class 
creates crunch

DURING the past few months in 
New Jersey, we’ve gotten so 
much snow that it has affected 
our ability to go to school. While 

some students are happy to have days off 
from class, many don’t realize that their 
money is actually going to waste.

Post-secondary education is struc-
tured in a way that does not allow 
for missed classes to be rescheduled, 
and primary education allows for an 
extended school year to meet the stan-
dard of  180 school days. In high school 
snow days had to be made up later 
in the year, but when college students 
have snow days, we can’t make them 

up.
There is an ongoing conversation 

attempting to resolve the issue of  can-
celed classes in colleges and universities 
across the country.

Students and parents pay large 
sums of  money in the form of  tuition 
with the expectation they are receiving 
services in exchange for money given to 
an educational institution.

When classes are canceled and not 
rescheduled, the entire concept of  
paying money to go to school at the 
post-secondary level is dramatically 
undermined. I feel there are simple, 
cost-effective methods that can be 

➠ SEE SNOW DAY
PAGE 9

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by 
Copy Editor Sarah Bergen
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Turning a green building into a platinum rating
HAVE you heard the buzz about some buildings 

being Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design (LEED) certified? LEED certification is 
the next step that Rider has taken to become 

part of  a larger environmental movement. 
Rider already has two LEED-certified buildings on 

campus: North Hall received gold certifi-
cation in 2012, and West Village received 
silver in 2010. Westminster Choir College’s 
(WCC) Marion Buckelew Cullen Center 
is currently under construction, and is 
scheduled to be completed by fall 2014; it’s 
expected to win silver certification as well.  

WCC’s new building is becoming a 
space for performances as well as class-
rooms and rehearsals. Not only was the 
building created specifically for great acoustic and 
sound for a choral rehearsal, but it was also designed 
with LEED in mind. KSS Architects, the architectural 
firm constructing the Cullen Center, even has a LEED 
accredited professional on the team. 

The United States Green Building Council 
(USGBC) uses a point system to determine LEED 
certification for green building features. The points 
included a community connectivity aspect. This point 
questions if  the building is in good standing with the 
surrounding community. For example, the building is 
in close proximity to local transportation. Also, it is 
not disrupting any natural habitats by being built and 
will overall make a good environmental impact in the 
place of  the construction site. 

The nature of  the construction work is also help-
ing to achieve LEED certification by limiting waste 

as much as possible. The site is reusing and recycling 
whenever possible as well as trying to limit what ends 
up in a landfill. Materials are also being purchased, 
inside and out, for the building that are made locally 
and from recycled material whenever possible. 

On both campuses, all lighting will be energy-effi-

cient bulbs. The Cullen Center is registered to become 
LEED-certified, and once it is, USGBC will decide 
how green the project really is via a point system and 
a visit to the construction site. 

To register a site, many in-depth questions about 
the building must be answered. Question categories 
include water efficiency, energy and atmosphere 
sustainable sites, location and linkages, innovations 
and design, materials and resources, indoor air quality, 
awareness and education. 

LEED certification has allowed Rider to continu-
ously be on The Princeton Review’s Guide to Green 
Colleges and Universities. The certification is also 
helping Rider reach its goal of  becoming carbon neu-
tral by 2050. Rider and President Mordechi Rozanski 
also signed the American College and Universities 
Presidents Climate Commitment. This commitment 

states that all future buildings will be LEED-certified 
at a minimum level of  silver. Taking the opportu-
nity to make the Cullen Center as green as possible 
through its design, construction and its use by faculty, 
staff  and students shows how much we care about our 
impact on the environment.

On the Westminster campus, we are also 
staying true to our Tree Campus USA com-
mitment. Tree Campus USA is a program 
sponsored by the Arbor Day Foundation that 
helps colleges and universities establish and 
sustain healthy community forests. It has five 
standards: maintaining a tree advisory commit-
tee, having a campus tree-care plan, dedicating 
annual expenditures toward trees, holding an 
Arbor Day observance and sponsoring student 

service-learning projects. All trees that have been cut 
down because of  the Cullen Center’s construction 
have been replaced by new trees.

Once a building is LEED-certified, sustainability 
should not stop there. One of  the last steps of  a LEED 
certification is to ensure that the maintenance of  the 
building is green as well. Rider is constantly working 
toward its goal of  becoming more sustainable. As stu-
dents, so can you. There are LEED certifications for 
many things outside of  colleges and universities, even 
including your own home. Although it may not be in 
our control at a young age whether or not we live and 
work in certified buildings, we should think about it in 
the future. We are the future that will keep this LEED 
certification going and make it successful.

-Gianna Pannullo 
Westminster Eco-Rep

Opinion

Snow Day
CONT’D FROM P. 8

implemented to preserve the educa-
tional and financial integrity of  both 
students and professors.

I honestly don’t like having snow 
days because we can’t make them up. I 
believe students should be able to make 
up these missed days because we are 
paying a lot of  money for our educa-
tion. Besides, how can we be successful 
in our classes if  were not getting the full 
learning experience?

This brings the question of  how 
professors should deal with snow days 
when it comes to adjusting the syllabus 
and the information that’s covered.

Some professors are approaching 

this problem by speeding 
through the material faster. 
Unfortunately, this makes 
it harder for the students to 
absorb all of  the information 

in a shorter amount of  time.
Additionally, professors can go over 

all of  the material in a faster fashion 
and adjust their syllabi and exam dates 
to accompany the timeliness of  the 
material. With adjustments, students 
can still learn everything they need to 
and won’t have to rush through the 
harder material.

Professors can also hold study ses-
sions during their office hours to make 
up missed lectures. These days don’t 
have to be mandatory, but can be 
offered to students who want a more in-
depth discussion than textbooks offer.

Professors should also make 

PowerPoints and other notes from 
lectures available for students to use on 
Canvas from missed days. This would 
allow students to access missed notes 
online.

Although these are good solutions 
to this problem, I believe the best thing 
for the professors to do is to offer online 
lectures.

Professors can record missed lectures 
using a recorder or webcam, which can 
be uploaded to Canvas. Students can 
then access lectures without having to 
leave their home or residence hall.

If  the inclement weather impacts 
the day of  an exam, students should be 
able to go on Canvas to take the exam.

These simple alternatives to physi-
cally being in a classroom can keep pro-
fessors and students from being at the 
mercy of  the weather.

We live in a society where social 
media and networking on the Internet 
are cornerstones of  many people’s lives. 
Incorporating technology into the edu-
cational process can greatly enhance 
the college experience.

-Robert Knuckles
Junior journalism major

‘‘LEED certification has allowed Rider to 
continuously be on The Princeton Review’s 
Guide to Green Colleges and Universities.” 
 Gianna Pannullo, Westminster eco-reP
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    Get Ahead!
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      Solutions	at MCCC

www.mccc.edu/summer

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Men 8th, women 10th at Colonial Relays
By Thomas Albano 

THE Broncs competed in the 49th Colonial Relays 
from April 4-6 at The College of  William and 
Mary in Williamsburg, Va. At the three-day 
event, the men finished eighth out of  41 schools, 

while the women finished tenth out of  39 schools.
The track and field athletes competed in two 

separate groups, the championship division and the 
university division.

Head Coach Bob Hamer was impressed with his 
team despite neither the men nor the women finishing 
in the top three as they did at the past two events.

“We had a solid weekend,” Hamer said. “The field 
event athletes did a real nice job and placed very high 
in their events. We had some really good relay perfor-
mances on the second day.”

Standout performances from the men included 
junior thrower George Solujich, who placed third in 
the championship division’s shot put with a throw of  
52’7.25”; sophomore hurdler Darien Edwards, who 
finished third in the university division 400-meter 
hurdles with a time of  53.88; junior thrower Andrew 
Pozo, who won the university division discus event 
throwing 140’; and freshman jumper Kyle Bryant, 
who earned a fourth-place finish in the championship 
division’s high jump with a distance of  6’6.25”, and 
a second-place finish in the championship division’s 
triple jump with a distance of  46’11.5”.

Another key performance for the men’s team 
came from the 4 x 400 relay team, which consisted of  
Edwards, freshman sprinter Lamont Higgins, senior 
sprinter Wilvenson Baptiste and senior mid-distance 
runner Joseph Carlin. The team finished the university 
division event in 3:15.78, qualifying it for the IC4A’s.

Key performances on the women’s team came from 

senior thrower Rhea Phipps, who won the champion-
ship division hammer throw with a toss of  165’3”; 
sophomore distance runner Nicolette Mateescu, who 
finished second in the university division’s 5000-meter 
run with a time of  17:53.34, beating her previous fast-
est time by 40 seconds; and senior Lauryn Strebeck, 
who finished second in the championship division 
triple jump with a distance of  39’0.25”, a personal 
best for her.

Despite her record in the championship division 
triple jump, Strebeck admitted she was pretty disap-
pointed that after coming close, she was not able to get 
both the personal best and the first-place finish.

“As happy I should be for myself  for getting a 
personal best, after I competed I was pretty down on 
myself,” Strebeck said. “I was in first the whole time 
until the last jump where a girl passed me. Getting 
first at the Colonial Relays would have been a great 
accomplishment, but I still can’t forget to be proud of  
myself  for jumping well.”

The next event for track and field will take place 
on April 12 at Rider’s track and field complex in 
the Rider Invite, the same location that will host the 
MAAC Championship in May.

The team hopes that the “home-field advantage” 
combined with some hopefully nice weather will 
provide what the team needs for a good showing at the 
event.

“It’s unfortunate we’ve caught some bad weather, 
like two weeks ago when we competed at Lafayette 
College in the cold, wind and rain,” Strebeck said. 
“Obviously our results aren’t going to be as good as 
they would be in the sun, but you make the most out 
of  it and just compete. Your attitude about the race, 
jump or throw can play a big factor.”

Senior jumper Lauryn Strebeck finished second in the champi-
onship division triple jump, with a personal best of 39’ 0.25”.
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Broncs secure first series win of 2014
By Thomas Albano 

THE Broncs had their first full three-
game series at home when they 
took on Marist in a doubleheader 
on April 5 and finished the series 

on April 6.
Rider (8-17, 3-1 MAAC) fell in the 

first game of  the doubleheader to the 
Red Foxes (8-20, 2-7 MAAC) by a score 
of  13-9. The Broncs, however, would 
bounce back by winning the next game 
7-2, and winning the rubber match of  
the series on April 6 by a score of  9-1. 
This is the first time this year that the 
Broncs have won a series.

Freshman outfielder Nick Kagel says 
this is the perfect opportunity for the 
team to keep up its winning ways.

“It always feels great to win a 
series,” Kagel said. “The plan is to keep 
the momentum going from this past 
weekend and don’t look back.”

In game one of  the doubleheader, 
junior pitcher Kurt Sowa started on the 
mound for the Broncs. He pitched five 
innings, giving up four hits and four 
runs, one of  which was unearned. He 
struck out four.

While Marist scored a run in the 
top of  the second inning, the Broncs 
answered back with a three-run 
bottom-of-the-third inning, with two 
of  the runs coming from a single by 
junior infielder Greg Fazio. After the 
Broncs struggled all season to light up 

their bats, they rocked Marist’s starting 
pitcher, senior Jordan Eich, who gave 
up six runs and allowed 10 of  Rider’s 
13 hits in the game.

However, the sixth and seventh 
innings proved to be tougher for the 
Broncs.

Freshman pitcher Josh Sharik took 
over pitching duties, surrendering a 
two-RBI triple and allowing a third run 
to come home on a wild pitch. After 
facing five batters, junior Eric Thomas 
would replace him.

Thomas did not fare much better, 
with wild pitches, passed balls and a 
hit-by-pitch. The two innings combined 
saw Marist score a total of  eight runs.

After another two Marist runs came 
home during the top of  the ninth, the 
Broncs worked toward a comeback, 
managing to score three runs, but fell 
short, 13-9.

Senior outfielder Nick Crescenzo 
stressed that the team couldn’t dwell on 
the defeat.

“We just tried to forget about the 
first game,” he said. “We took the posi-
tives out of  the game and rolled into 
game two, which was a must-win for 
us.”

The Broncs dominated the second 
game with a strong pitching per-
formance by junior Zach Mawson. 
Mawson pitched a complete game, 
allowing five hits and giving up only 

two runs.
Offensively, the Broncs scored two 

runs in the bottom of  the first and five 
in the bottom of  the fourth, highlighted 
by a grand slam from sophomore 
outfielder James Locklear, his first col-
legiate home run. This would seal the 
Bronc victory.

The rubber match played on April 
6 saw Rider explode offensively in the 
first two innings, scoring nine runs. In 
addition, senior Kyle Kennett allowed 
just six hits and one run in seven 
innings pitched before junior pitcher 
Mickey Donnelly and sophomore 

pitcher Vincenzo Aiello secured the 
Bronc victory.

Rider’s bats got going in the second 
and third games, but Crescenzo said 
the team has more work to do.

“We have improved and most of  the 
lineup seems to have confidence at the 
plate, which is key,” Crescenzo said. 
“We still need to improve overall to get 
where we want to be.”

Up next on the schedule is a one-
game home showdown against NJIT on 
April 9, followed by a three-game series 
at St. Peter’s on April 12 and 13.

not permitted to play soccer at Rider, the basketball 
program allowed Pereira to develop other skills that 
a typical midfielder does not have. His 6’2” stature, 
coupled with his basketball leaping ability, will make 
him tough to beat on the soccer field when the ball is 
in the air.

“I’m big for a soccer player, especially for my posi-
tion, so I see myself  dominating the midfield,” Pereira 
said. “I may not be as small as they are, but I will 
be just as fast, if  not faster, with what basketball has 
taught me.”

Basketball Head Coach Kevin Baggett, who has 

worked with Pereira during the last four years, believes 
the senior guard has the potential to become a suc-
cessful soccer player. 

“He’s above and beyond athletic for the sport com-
pared to basketball,” Baggett said. “Tommy’s one of  
those guys, anything he puts his mind to, he’ll succeed 
with it.”

After graduation, Pereira will head home to 
train with his father, Milton Pereira, who played for 
Maritimo, and his friend, Jamaal Lascelles, a defender 
for Nottingham Forest. Nottingham Forest, along 
with Mansfield Town and Notts County, are the three 
teams Pereira hopes to try out for. 

“I will be working out with my dad and Jamaal 
too,” Tommy Pereira said. “I will call the teams and 
the scouts to set a date for tryouts.”

A strong force that beckoned Pereira to return 
to England was the recent loss of  his grandfather, 
who played for Mansfield. Being thousands of  miles 
away from his family and friends is something Pereira 
has become accustomed to, but no longer wants to 
continue. Playing soccer will allow him to achieve a 
life-long dream, while also being in close proximity to 
his loved ones.

“After losing my granddad, I knew I had to do 
something different to be with my family,” he said. 
“From when I was a boy, I always wanted to play 
professional soccer.”

His parents, Milton and Tracy Pereira, are incred-
ibly proud of  their son and believe that his experience 
at Rider has turned him into a stronger athlete, while 
creating important memories.

“It has all been a fantastic journey for Tommy, 
arriving as a young boy and returning to us as a young 
man with greater athletic prowess and a degree,” 
they said in an email. “He will bring home precious 
memories and he has made some very strong friend-
ships while over in America, which we are sure will 
last a lifetime.”

While appreciating the Rider experience their son 
has had, Milton and Tracy Pereira are excited to be 
able to watch their son play sports in person, rather 
than through a computer screen.

“It will be great to be able to go to matches and 
watch him play in the flesh, so to speak, and not have 
to watch games on the Internet as we did when Rider 
played,” Tracy Pereira said.

In order for his parents to have the opportunity to 
watch him play, Tommy Pereira will have to start play-
ing soccer every day in hopes of  making one of  the 
three teams; however, there is no doubt in his mind 
that he will be able to do just that. 

“I know it’s going to take me a while to adjust,” 
Pereira said. “Once I get my foot in the door, I always 
tell my dad I’m going to kick it wide open.”

Classes start May, June, & July • Register today!
bucks.edu/summer • 215.968.8000

Bucks
Newtown • Bristol • Perkasie • Online

County Community College

14059

➜ Explore hundreds of classes at bucks.edu/summer
➜ Browse courses, dates, times, schedules
➜ Select your classes and register online

Find them here bucks.edu/summer

Prefer to register in person?  
Visit bucks.edu/register for dates and times

NEED SUMMER COURSES?

Pereira
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Senior pitcher Kyle Kennett gave up six hits and one run in seven innings in a 9-1 victory over Marist.
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of three against Marist. 
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Pereira heading for pro career... in soccer
By Tom Regan

AFTER playing Division I basketball for four years, 
senior guard Tommy Pereira will return to his 
roots in England looking to find the back of  the 
net instead of  the bottom.

Pereira has always loved soccer, or football as it 
is known in England, and now hopes to follow in 
his grandfather’s and father’s footsteps by playing  
professionally. 

Growing up, Pereira played a multitude of  sports, 
but his skillset translated most fluently to soccer and 
basketball. He played both until 16, when he had to 
choose one.

“I knew that if  I was going to have a chance of  
playing basketball, I would have to move away from 
England,” Pereira said. “That was one of  the oppor-
tunities I saw to see more of  the world and I’ve been 
blessed with the opportunity to see as much as I have.”

Pereira traveled to Spain, where he pursued a pro-
fessional basketball career at the Canarias Basketball 
Academy until colleges like Rider began showing 
interest in his athletic ability.

“I was going to go play professional basketball in 
Spain for the academy I went to,” Pereira said. “Once 
I found out colleges were interested in me and were 
going to let me come basically for free, I had to re-
evaluate my options.”

Ultimately, Pereira chose Rider, where he enjoyed 
playing in the Broncs’ Zoo, especially during this 
season’s victory over Monmouth, when he dropped six 
3-pointers en route to a career-high 20 points.

“Just having the atmosphere when the Zoo’s 
packed, there’s no better feeling,” Pereira said. “This 
year when I was red-hot going six of  seven from three, 
everyone was chanting my name; that was probably 
one experience I will bring to the grave.”

Despite Pereira’s desire to pursue both basketball 
and soccer, the inherent injury risk that comes with 
becoming a multisport athlete prompted the Rider 
coaching staff  to limit him to the basketball court.

“When I was a freshman and sophomore, I asked 
the coaches if  I could play soccer,” Pereira said. “They 
didn’t like the thought of  me getting injured and 
being out for the basketball 
season.”

Although Pereira was 

G O L F

Broncs finish seventh at Lafayette Invitational
By Tom Regan

AFTER an 18th-place finish in the Whiting-Turner 
Towson Invitational, the Broncs started the 
Lafayette Spring Invitational, which featured 18 
schools, with a team score of  304 in day one, 

good for third place on the day. 
Leading the team were senior James Buttermark 

and sophomore Joe Hughes, who tied for 10th out of  
100 golfers with their individual scores of  75. Rider 
received a strong performance from freshman Aaron 
Simone, who finished day one with a score of  76, 
placing 19th.  

Junior Luke Liddell and sophomore Tom Yarson 
both did their shares with an opening round of  78 for 
Liddell and a score of  82 for Yarson. 

Head Coach Jason Barry was pleased with his 
team’s performance on day one.

“We were happy to give ourselves a chance to 
win the tournament after round one being only four 
strokes back,” Barry said. “Being in the final three 
groups was a lot of  fun. It’s the reason we prepare.”

However by the end of  day two, the Broncs fin-
ished seventh, 21 strokes behind Longwood, which 
won the team competition. The ranking was the 
best Rider has finished in a competition since the 
Binghamton Fall Invite back in October, where the 
Broncs finished fifth out of  13.

Simone had the best performance at Lafayette. He 

shot a 76 on day two making a total of  153 for both 
days, which was good for 24th overall. 

Buttermark was disappointed with his individual 
results, as he fell to 27th with a two-day total of  154, 
but credits his teammates for their strong play.

“I wasn’t happy with the way I played, but I 
was very happy with the way the team played,” 
Buttermark said. “They showed a lot of  heart out 
there.”

At the end of  day two, Liddell tied for 50th with 
a 157, while Hughes and Yarson tied for 62nd in the 
individual competition, each with two-day scores of  
159.

Barry believes his team will benefit from practicing 
on a course more frequently.

“With the weather now allowing us to be on the 
course everyday, we can really work on scoring,” Barry 
said. “We’re going to simulate pressure as much as we 
can in practice to be ready to compete.”

Barry expects his team to finish toward the top of  
the pack at the Princeton Invitational on April 12 and 
13.

“If  we play well, we can give ourselves a chance to 
win the tournament,” Barry said. “That’s our goal for 
every event we enter.”

➠ SEE PEREIRA
PAGE 11
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Senior guard Tommy Pereira will pursue a professional soccer career after playing four years of Division I basketball at Rider.
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Senior James Buttermark finished 27th out of 100 golfers at the 
Lafayette Invitational. He finished with a total of 154.


	040914p1
	040914p2
	040914p3
	040914p4
	040914p5
	040914p67
	040914p8
	040914p9
	040914p10
	040914p11
	040914p12

