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DALY’S DELICACIES 
Student invents ways to make dining hall food 
more fun and flavorful.  page 8

A LONG COLD STREAK
Men’s basketball hopes to turn things around in the 
MAAC tournament.
 page 12

By Casey Gale

AFTER 20 years serving as dean and director 
of  Westminster Choir College (WCC) and 
Westminster College of  the Arts (WCA), Robert 
Annis has announced his retirement. His final 

day at the university will be Dec. 31, 2014. 
When reflecting on his time as dean, Annis said 

that he felt he had accomplished his part in helping 
WCC find success.  

“When I came here in 1994, WCC had just merged 
with Rider and had struggled in the late ’80s and early 
’90s,” he said. “The fact that the Choir College is now 
flourishing, stable and strong, and that those particular 
challenges are behind us, is very satisfying.” 

Annis said that while WCC already had a terrific 
heritage and legacy when he arrived, the challenge 
was to “bring innovation, bring more breadth and 
more vitality to a school that had struggled before it 
merged with Rider.”

The evolution of  the college led to the develop-
ment of  WCA in 2007, which comprises WCC, the 
School of  Fine and Performing Arts and Westminster 
Conservatory.

 “How many people get to be a part of  an expan-
sion of  the arts and connected to the creation of  a 
new college within a university?” he asked. 

Anne Sears, director of  external affairs at WCC, 
said she will miss the qualities Annis brought to his 
position. 

“I admire his commitment to excellence, his intel-
lectual curiosity and his embrace of  innovation,” 
she said in an email. “I’m certain that these personal 
strengths have played a vital role in the success of  
Rider’s Westminster College of  the Arts. I wish him 
well as he embarks on a new journey next year.”

Even with such achievements, Annis cites “watch-
ing students grow and evolve” as his best experiences 
as dean. 

“Performing at Carnegie Hall, Lincoln Center, 
the Kimmel Center, and being chosen to be on the 
national PBS TV performance for the one-year anni-
versary of  9/11 — those are all such unique experi-
ences that were great for me to be a part of, but even 
more for the institution and the students to be a part 
of,” he said.

Despite so many positive experiences, Annis said 
that 20 years as dean did not come without challenges. 

“It has always been difficult for me when decisions 
had to be made that impacted lives, and not always in 
a joyous way; or decisions had to be made when we 
felt rushed, or maybe we hadn’t had the opportunity 
to bring everyone together and collectively communi-
cate and kick around ideas,” he said. “Those are the 
things that can weigh heavily on a person.”

According to Provost DonnaJean Freeden, the 
search for a new dean will begin in the fall semester. 
Annis intends to continue working as hard as ever.

“I’m going to work to enhance the whole College 
of  the Arts, its visibility, its brand and the way it can 
touch and change lives,” he said. “I’m also going to 
continue to try to raise money. We need scholarships 
for students, and there are always facility issues that 
can be enhanced by raising money.”

He said his love for his job will not fade as he 
begins to think about his retirement. 

“Supporting the aspirations and career goals of  
students is day-to-day,” he said. “I can’t see any reason 
why I wouldn’t continue those things while I’m still 
here.”

At the end of  the day, Annis wants to be remem-
bered for the intermingling of  Rider and Westminster. 

“I don’t think that 7-mile distance is as far as it 
once was.” 

107.7 The Bronc was the only radio station to broadcast live from the Philadelphia Flower Show. It is the world’s largest and oldest indoor flower display. See page 3 for the complete story.

Robert Annis served as dean of Westminster Choir College, then 
Westminster College of the Arts, for 20 years. He will be retiring 
from the university on  Dec. 31, 2014.
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Rider says farewell to Dean Annis after 20 years

SEE ANNIS Q&A
PAGE 4

STRUTTING DOWN THE CATWALK
SEC’s first fashion show is fully equipped with 
outfits, celebrities and desserts. page 6

SpringIs It

Yet?
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Quiet please
Things became a bit rowdy in 
Moore Library’s 24-hour lounge 
on Feb. 27 at 12:36 p.m. It was 
reported to Public Safety that a 
student was loudly arguing with 
another student, who expressed 
displeasure about the volume 
coming from the first student’s ear 
buds. The student being criticized 
left the scene before Public Safety 
could arrive and has not been 
identified. Public Safety asked the 
student who ignited the argu-
ment to be more respectful in the 
future. 

Nose job
On March 2, a student reported 
that at 1 a.m. the same morning, 
another female student punched 
her in the nose at an off-campus 
location. When she received medi-
cal attention at a local hospital, it 
was confirmed that her nose was 
broken in the altercation. The inci-
dent remains under investigation. 

Snapchat vandal
Someone decided to temporarily 
deface an academic building. On 
the morning of March 2, a Public 
Safety officer found graffiti  on 
the entrance of Sweigart Hall. The 
message, “keep your eyes open 
snapchat butch x cassidy,” was 
scrolled across the building in 
chalk. The vandalism was wiped 
away with a wet paper towel. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

News

In the story “Administration, AAUP spar on 
financial differences” (Feb. 19, 2014) the fol-
lowing statement was unattributed: The uni-
versity did not receive any big capital gifts or 
raise a lot of money to fund these projects 
so it took liquid assets, meaning cash, stocks 
and bonds that had been saved or accumu-
lated from operating surplus (money that 
wasn’t spent during the academic year). This 
paraphrase should have been attributed to 
Dr. Jeffrey Halpern.

The story “N. Ireland has lessons for new 
minor” (Feb. 26, 2014) stated that 90% of 
citizens of Northern Ireland are loyalists who 
want to remain part of the United Kingdom 
and 10% favor leaving the United Kingdom 
and reuniting with the Republic of Ireland. In 
fact, the percentages are closer to 50-50.

Features and Entertainment

In “The Domino Effect,” (Feb. 26, 2014) R Fac-
tor winner Malissa Hanson was identified as 
a freshman. She is a sophomore.

 

Opinion

Meghan Meehan, who wrote one side of 
the “Drug policy: too harsh or not tough 
enough?” face-off, (Feb. 26, 2014) was identi-
fied as a sophomore. She is a junior.

Wednesday March 5

Leadership & Comedy 
6 p.m., Mercer Room
Attendees can enjoy the humor of  Jon Brammick, 
Republican leader of  the New Jersey General 
Assembly.

Thursday, March 6

School of Education career fair
1 p.m., Cavalla Room
The School of  Education encourages those with a 
background in education to attend.

Friday, March 7

Bronc bingo
10 p.m., Daly’s 
Campus life is hosting a night of  bingo, where win-
ners can receive prizes. 

Saturday, March 8

Rider Dances Everywhere
7:30 p.m., BLC
3 p.m., March 9

Tuesday, March 11

ALD induction ceremony
5 a.m., Cavalla Room
An induction will be held for students who were 
accepted into Apha Lamda Delta, a freshman honor 
society.

An evening with Daniel Gross
6 p.m., Mercer Room
Daniel Gross is New York Times best-selling author and 
global business editor at TheDailyBeast.com.

American Art Song Festival
8 p.m., The Playhouse 
The performance will feature Westminster Choir 
College students, accompanied by Professor J.J. 
Penna, performing works by Westminster composers.  
Assistant Professor Christian B. Carey will present a 
pre-performance lecture.

Wednesday, March 12

Watershed
7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium

Thursday, March 13

Graduate information session
6 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
An information session will be held for those who are 
looking to apply to graduate programs at Rider.

On Fire! Poetry slam auditions
6 p.m., Sweigart 322
On Fire! will be hosting auditions for a poetry slam. 
The grand prize winner could win up to $300.

Thursday, March 20

Veteran Career Fair and Military Expo
11 a.m., SRC
All veterans and their families seeking information 
regarding career paths, employment opportunities 
and support organizations are invited to the second 
annual Veteran Career Fair and Military Expo.

Shaun T bringing 
Insanity to Rider

SHAUN T, the creator 
of Insanity, T25 and 
Hip-Hop Abs, will 
be coming to Rider 

March 8 at 2 p.m. He will 
give a motivational speech, 
participate in a Q&A and 
then teach a one-hour 
insanity fitness class. 

According to 
BeachBody.com, Insanity 
is a workout that uses 
Max Interval Training 
in three-to-five-minute 
blocks. During this train-
ing, the body is working 
at maximum capacity the 
entire workout. “You keep pushing 
your limits — so your body has to 
adapt,” BeachBody said. “That’s 
how you get in such insane shape in 
just 60 days.”

Dianna Clauss, assistant director 
of  Recreation Programs, said that 

Rider invited Shaun T “to provide 
students with an exciting insight 
towards becoming more engaged in 
healthy lifestyles in regards to being 
the best person you can be, men-
tally and physically.”

Tickets are free for all full-time 

undergraduate students. They can 
be purchased at the ticket booth in 
the SRC Monday through Friday 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 3 to 4:30 
p.m. Space is limited, so tickets are 
necessary to reserve a spot.
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By Evan Giguere

A HANDFUL of  students and recent alumni gathered 
in Daly’s Mercer Room on  Feb. 26, to discuss 
what to expect once they’ve secured that first 
post-graduation career at “You’ve Landed the 

Job, Now What?”
In what was less like a speech, and more like a con-

versation, Director of  Career Services Kevin Fallon 
talked to students and alumni about self-branding, 
performance evaluations and the importance of  the 
online service LinkedIn, among other things.

“If  you meet a very successful person, ask what 
they attribute their success to,” Fallon said. “Start to 
piece together your strategic plan.”

Students should think of  themselves as products 
and work on their professional brand, Fallon said.

“If  you don’t know yourself, if  you don’t believe 
in yourself, you’re not in the right spot,” Fallon said. 
“How are you going to sell yourself ?”

Part of  that personal branding is having an online 
presence, which is heavily influenced by LinkedIn, 
according to Fallon. He recommends that a LinkedIn 
profile should be an extension of  someone’s résumé 
and to “use LinkedIn to elaborate” on what cannot fit 
on one page. 

This advice proved helpful to freshman accounting 
major Edward Rebmann who didn’t realize how use-
ful LinkedIn can be when trying to make connections.

“I had no idea LinkedIn was such a powerful tool,” 
Rebmann said. “I guess I should make a profile soon, 
maybe I can make some connections early.”

Once someone has a job, he or she can make the 

most out of  performance reviews. Fallon described 
the “Nine Box Performance Assessment” as the way 
most companies perform their annual performance 
reviews. This method judges performance based on 
current quality of  work versus the potential for future 
improvement.

“Own your performance review,” Fallon said. “You 
can never be too eager to manage your performance.”  

David Campbell, a freshman accounting major, 
was eager to attend the discussion, even though he still 
has some time before he begins looking for a full-time 
job. 

“I’m actually trying to get a summer internship,” 
Campbell said. “I figured it would be a good idea to 
get more information on what to expect in the future.”

According to Fallon, seminars and workshops like 
this one are available through Career Services every 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and can be found 
on the Rider website.

 “Students need to learn how to become proactive, 
to make a strategic plan,” Fallon said. “To get ahead, 
they shouldn’t sit back and wait.”

News

Kevin Fallon, director of Career Services, spoke to Rider students 
and alumni about how to be successful once they land a job.

By Christopher Brooks

WHAT started as just a small 
donation of  school supplies 
for impoverished children 
has now transformed into a 

donation of  1,500 books to the Thomas 
Fallah Institute of  Vocational Education 
in Paynesville, Liberia.

The initiative has been long in the 
making, said Sharon Sherman, dean of  
the School of  Education.

“The story began last summer when 
three unrelated events came together,” 
she said. “I have a good friend, Aaron, 
who is a Liberian. We talk often about 
the needs of  the children of  his coun-
try. In early September, my husband 
and I gathered clothing, books, paper, 

pencils, rulers and many other items, 
and sent them to the children.”

While walking across campus on 
Sept. 8, 2013, Sherman bumped into 
Nathalie Ejiogu Smart, ’12, a recent 
graduate of  Rider’s counseling pro-
gram. Smart had recently spent three 
months in Liberia, and Sherman 
explained her recent donation to the 
country. Wanting to continue to assist 
the children, Sherman asked Smart if  
there was any way she could help.

After contacting a friend in 
Paynesville, Liberia, Smart discovered 
that the junior high and high school 
students were in great need of  books 
for a library. 

The next day, Sherman received 

a message from Suzanne Carbonaro, 
coordinator of  assessment and special 
projects for the School of  Education. 
Carbonaro explained that senior educa-
tion major Gina Marano had received 
a donation of  1,500 books from a retir-
ing school librarian. The library was 
downsizing and attempting to find a 
new location for the books. 

“I began to connect the dots, speak-
ing with Gina Marano; the librarian 
at her school; and an overseas ship-
ping company in Trenton,” Sherman 
said. “Money needed to be raised to 
ship the books, so I contacted Marci 
Rubin, Student Education Association 
president, to ask if  the group wanted to 
become involved, and they did.”

After raising the money, the books 
were sent late in the fall and arrived 
in Paynesville, Liberia on Jan. 10. 
Sherman received an email from 
acting Paynesville, Mayor Cyvette 
C.M.Gibson, who distributed the 
books to Thomas Fallah Institute of  
Vocational Education.

“I have a great love for books and 
reading, and I love to share that with 
others,” Marano said. “I think that 
everyone should have the opportunity 
to learn how to read and have access to 
great books. I feel very lucky to be able 
to give books 
to children 
who really 
needed them 

Rider connects with Liberia through book donations

By Tom Regan

ESCAPING the blustery winter wind, students from 
107.7 The Bronc found themselves immersed in a 
vibrant indoor sea of  exotic flowers for the second 
consecutive year. The Bronc was the only radio 

station to broadcast live from the Philadelphia Flower 
Show. 

The show, which opened on March 1 and will 
continue through March 9, features acres of  flowers 
and landscapes from the winter-proof  confines of  the 
Philadelphia Convention Center. 

The Bronc was able to broadcast live thanks to Jake 
Tuff, junior radio/TV major and producer and co-
host of  Turf ’s Up, who was responsible for contacting 
the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society last year.

“We’re a bunch of  college students broadcasting 
on live radio at the largest indoor flower show in the 
entire world,” Tuff  said. “This gives us the experience 
of  actually being able to go out into the real world.”

Tuff  stressed the event wasn’t just a flower show, 
but a wonderful opportunity that would give members 
of  the station priceless experience and memories.

The broadcast, which began March 2 at 9 a.m. 
and concluded at 3 p.m., consisted of  four alternat-
ing segments: Turf ’s Up with broadcasters Tuff  and 
Darren Gruner of  kentuckyblue.com; Your Pet Matters, 
co-hosted by junior radio/TV major and producer 
Fatima Heyward and Dr. Michael Tokiwa of  The 
Animal Hospital at Kingston and Blawenburg; 
Sustainable You, co-hosted by sophomore radio/TV 

major Katie Lassiter and freshman public relations 
major Meghan Korb; and Inside Your Mind, with 
alumni Margarita Leahy, ’09 and Ian Smith, ’11, as 
well as junior radio/TV major Brian Kelley.

Senior public relations major Matt Hillman, social 
media director of  107.7 The Bronc, felt this opportunity 
was highly beneficial for the station.

“For us to be here and just have our name out 
there, it’s just unbelievable what it does,” Hillman 
said. “People are tuning in; they’re listening to us. It is 
increasing our listenership exponentially.” 

Leahy and Smith talked about the fun they 
had broadcasting at the event. Leahy said this 
event “brings everyone together,” while Smith was 
impressed with the growth of  the station. 

“It’s great because it shows how much our radio 
station has grown over the years,” Smith said.

Broadcasting students who arrived before the gates 
opened to the public were able to take a tour of  the 
flower show before going on air.

The exhibits ranged from scenes inspired by 
foreign landscapes to scenes that employed the work 
of  famous artists, as well as original creations, all of  
which displayed the beauty of  nature in their own way. 

Tuff  said the best exhibit was the Delaware Valley 
Fern and Wildflower Society as, he said, “the whole 
theme was ‘be at peace.’”

John Mozes, general manager of  107.7 The Bronc, 
was pleased with the flower show and happy to have 
been asked back for a second year. 

“As long as the Pennsylvania Horticultural Society 
and the Philadelphia Flower Show continue to invite 
us back, we will be there to support them,” he said.

Kevin Fallon gives key tips for student success post graduation

Intricate displays of flowers wowed the crowd at the Philadelphia 
Flower Show, where 107.7 The Bronc broadcast for the second year.

➠ SEE LIBERIA
PAGE 4
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The Bronc turns the tables on winter
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News

business.rutgers.edu/pamba

Apply Today: business.rutgers.edu/pamba

Your competitive advantage is at Rutgers.

With over 130 alumni connections as partners and principals in the Big Four firms - 
and many more at regional and local CPA firms - Rutgers Business School accounting 
programs are leaders in educating highly sought-after accounting graduates.

All Rutgers accounting programs meet the 150-hour requirement for the Uniform CPA Exam.

Rutgers MBA in Professional Accounting

> 14-month program

> No previous business or accounting 
    courses required

> No previous work experience required

> Successful placement with attractive salaries

> Application Deadline: May 1st

 A final note 
The Rider News sat down with Dean Robert Annis to 
discuss his musical passion and post-retirement plans.

TRN: Where did you get your education, and what was 
your degree in?
Robert Annis: My early days were passionate 
about being a clarinetist. My undergraduate 
degree was from New England Conservatory 
and my graduate work was at the University 
of  Southern California. From as early as I can 
remember, I loved getting up and putting my 
clarinet together and playing.

TRN: Is there another instrument that you wish you had 
learned, but never got around to trying?
RA: If  I had more time and had been wise in 
what I was doing, I would’ve developed my 
piano skills much broader. I’ve always gotten 
a kick out of  the individual that can sit at the 
piano or play the guitar and sing at the same 
time, but those weren’t my strengths. But, I was 
able to really be tunnel-visioned. I had a goal 
and I went after it. After experiencing it, then I 
could broaden the things I did, and that’s how I 
got into administration. 

TRN: Is there a particular Westminster performance that 
will always stand out to you?
RA: So many of  them are emotional. It’s been 
a great run of  experiences. If  I pick one over 
another, I’ll leave and remember, “Oh, and 
there was also that performance.” There’s a 
range of  them that pull at your emotions. 

TRN: Do you have any post-retirement plans?
RA: My wife is retiring in June. We haven’t 
thought it through a whole lot. I’ll probably do a 
little more clarinet playing than I’m doing now, 
but I’ll probably also enjoy myself. We do want 
to travel. We’re looking forward to some down-
time — maybe I’ll even find a hobby.

TRN: Do you play the clarinet on your own time, or do 
you perform with a musical group?
RA: I still play with a group in Boston called 
Collage New Music, and it’s a contemporary 
classical chamber music group. A lot of  what we 
do is play music written in the 20th century and 
I’ve played with the group for a long time. We’ve 
had a pretty interesting time over the years. 

TRN: What has been your proudest non-Westminster- 
related achievement? 
RA: There have been a lot of  satisfying moments. 
At a very young age, I was an extra hired by 
the Boston Symphony and the Boston Pops. I 
did that for a number of  years when I lived in 
Boston and played performances, recordings 
and TV shows with them. Collage, the group I 
play with, was nominated for a Grammy. That’s 
not a personal recognition as much as a group, 
but it’s still very satisfying. I’ve also worked with 
a lot of  wonderful conductors and soloists. I was 
a professional clarinetist from the age of  19 until 
the age of  45, so it was a very full time in my 
career. 

&QA By Emily Kelley

LATEX gloves, bars of  soap, 
medical tape, flashlights, 
washcloths, antifungal cream, 
gauze pads and petroleum 

jelly all have one thing in common: 
the ability to save a life.

On Feb. 28 in the Cavalla 
Room, students put together AIDS 
care packages and learned about 
social injustices around the globe. 

The InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship organization hosted 
the event, “Rider ACT:S,” to raise 
awareness of  modern-day slavery. 
Students could try samples of  fair-
trade (socially and environmen-
tally stable) products or hear the 
stories of  young human-trafficking 
victims. 

“As we surveyed the campus 
earlier in the month, we found 
that most students at Rider didn’t 
know what fair-trade was,” said 
InterVarsity staff  member Jenna 
Garrison.

According to The World Fair 
Trade Organization, “Fair-trade 
is a trading partnership that seeks 
greater equity in international 
trade.”

Spoken-word poet Jonathan 
Walton opened the night with a 
message to the audience, encour-
aging students to “touch the other 
side of  the world.”

“What I liked best about the 

event was the story about the 
girl who had been sold for sex 
exploitation and how he told her 
story through poetry,” said Grace 
Ogungbile, a freshman behavioral 
neuroscience major. “It gave the 
lesson more depth.”

Students then filled 200 draw-
string bags with items that would 
be shipped to AIDS sufferers 
through World Vision, a Christian 
humanitarian organization that 
fights the causes of  poverty and 
injustice. 

Some students walked away 
with a better understanding of  the 
happenings in other countries. 

“I learned exactly what fair-
trade is and I am definitely more 

aware of  child slavery throughout 
the world,” said Gabi Flamini, a 
freshman digital media major.

The InterVarsity Christian 
Fellowship expressed satisfaction 
with the outcome of  the event.

“You could tell people were 
happy to have made the kits and 
touch lives on the other side 
of  the world,” Garrison said. 
“As Christians, these issues are 
important to us. We wanted 
to help students connect the 
physical and spiritual aspects of  
community service and justice, 
and also give them tools to be 
world-changers.”

‘Touch the other side of the world’

and I am very grateful 
to Doris Gullion who 
donated the books to me 
after her retirement as a 

librarian. Dean Sherman was also a huge help in find-
ing their home in Liberia and getting them sent there.”

Though Sherman did not originally expect to be able 
to make a donation of  such size, the stars seemed to 
align, giving her an opportunity to help those who are 
less fortunate.

“Serendipity and a bit of  creativity allowed me to 
connect the dots to make something special happen for 
the children of  Paynesville, Liberia,” Sherman said.

 Through this experience, Rider has opened a door 
for collaboration presently and in the future, Sherman 
said.

Liberia
CONT’D FROM P. 3

Students listen intently as the teacher reads them a book donated 
by Rider.
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Students put together AIDS care packages during the Rider ACT:S event on Feb. 28.
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Our next issue will 
be Wednesday, 
March 26.



E X T E N D E D  C A L E N D A R
Wednesday, March 5 - 6

Broadwaywood Film Symposium 
For more information go to www.rider.edu/FMS or 
email Dr. Cynthia Lucia, director of  the film and 
media studies program, at clucia@rider.edu.

Saturday, March 8 - 9

Rider Dances Everywhere
The event will take place in the Bart Luedeke Center 
Theater on:
Saturday, March 8, 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 9, 3 p.m.

Thursday, March 13 - Sunday April 20

John Heliker: The Music of Painting
Gallery hours: Tuesdays through Thursdays, 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m., Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. John Heliker’s exhibit 
will be on display March 13 through April 20, but it 
will be closed for spring break.

Thursday, March 27

Gallery Talk
John Heliker will visit the Lawrenceville campus to 
discuss his work displayed in the Art Gallery’s latest 
exhibition, The Music of  Painting. 
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By Caroline Forde

PROVING to be an entertaining and 
thought-provoking play, Westmin-
ster College of  the Arts’ rendition 
Our Town gave insight on life and 

the world around us through the eyes of  
a small town in New Hampshire during 
the early 1900s.  

Thorton Wilder’s play, which opened 
in 1938 in Princeton’s McCarter 
Theater, took over the Yvonne 
Theater’s stage from Feb. 26 to March 
2 and was directed by Trent Blanton, 
assistant professor of  theater.

The minimalistic stage featured 
ceiling lights, a row of  mismatched 
wooden chairs in the background, and 
two tables on either side of  the stage as 
the main set. The scenery set the mood 
for the show and left audiences curious 
to see how the actors could manage 
with so few tangible props. Yet, the cast 
made the pantomiming seem effortless, 
leaving the audience clearly impressed.

The show begins with the Stage 
Manager (Cody Cooley) setting the 
scene of  Grover’s Corners. He explains 
the various landmarks of  the town, with 
a few jokes thrown in, and prepares 
the audience for the story ahead. 
Throughout the show, Cooley would 
often step in with tidbits of  informa-
tion. His role, which is more of  a narra-
tor, was played well. 

As Act 1, entitled Daily Life, con-
tinues, the audience is introduced to 
the Webb and the Gibbs families. The 
Gibbses are a typical American family: 
one father, one mother, a brother and 
a sister. George Gibbs (Conor Fallon), 
the son of  Dr. and Mrs. Gibbs (Colby 
Dezelick and Kelsey Carroll), quickly 
becomes the focus of  the show. George 
Gibbs falls in love with Emily Webb 
(Abby Anderson). Dezelick, Carroll, 
Fallon and Anderson each portrayed 
their characters outstandingly. By the 
end of  Act 1, it is clear that Emily and 
George appear set for a long life of  
romance and love. 

This romantic mindset continues 
during Act 2, titled Love and Marriage. 
This is when the wedding of  Emily and 
George occurs. The act focuses on how 

Emily and George meet each other 
and, also, gives the audience insight 
into how the respective families feel 
about the upcoming nuptials. 

Marissa Girgus’ portrayal of  Mrs. 
Webb’s clear discomfort with marrying 
off  her daughter so young was touching 
and emotional. This particular scene 
was only the start of  some standout 
moments for Girgus. She was able to 
get the audience in tune with her char-
acter and make the audience feel her 
character’s angst. 

Act 3, entitled Death and Dying, 
finds Mr. and Mrs. Webb mourning the 
loss of  their daughter. Despite not hav-
ing many lines in the scene, Girgus and 
Rajeer Alford, who played Mr. Webb, 
both had the audience in tears.

A true highlight of  the show is when 
Emily Gibbs (Anderson) comes to the 
reality of  her death. Anderson’s passion 
and emotional connection with Emily 
was clear during the famous “Goodbye, 
Grover’s Corners” monologue. When 
George Gibbs (Fallon) collapsed upon 

Emily’s tombstone in grief, there was 
not a dry eye in the theater. 

Despite some heavy themes, the 
play does offer some laughs. A stand-
out moment from the wedding scene is 
when George’s fellow baseball players 
tease him while he walks to the church. 
This moment had many members of  
the audience in stitches, thanks to the 
comments by Julian Baldwin, Igor R. 
Correa Wetter and Mark De La Rosa. 
In addition, Matthew Fairlee touched 
the audience’s hearts and tickled their 
funny bones with his portrayal of  
Simon Stimson, an alcoholic organ 
player. 

Our Town presents a deep look 
into the everyday life of  small towns. 
Despite the time difference, the show 
makes the audience truly question what 
it means to be alive and challenges 
them to make the most out of  life, 
whether through love or loss.

Arts&Entertainment

Green Film Series
Presentation

Executively produced and narrated by

Robert Redford

Tuesday, March 11
&

Wednesday, March 12

At 7:00 p.m.  -  In Sweigart 115

Brief discussion following film

For more information about the film:
www.watershedmovie.com

R E V I E W

Shining light on love & loss in a small town

George Gibbs, portrayed by senior Conor Fallon, cries over the loss of his love, Emily, played by sophomore Abby Anderson, right. Our Town displays the 
various stages of life seen through the perspectives of different townspeople, including Mrs. Gibbs, played by junior Kelsey Carroll. 
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Cast
Director Trent Blanton 
 assistant director of theater
Stage Manager  Cody Cooley
 sophomore
George Gibbs  Conor Fallon
 senior
Dr. Gibbs  Colby Dezelick
 sophomore
Mrs. Gibbs   Kelsey Carroll
 junior
Emily Webb  Abby Anderson
 sophomore
Mrs. Webb Marissa Girgus 
 sophomore
Mr. Webb  Rajeer Alford 
  junior
Simon Stimson  Matthew Fairlee 
 sophomore
Baseball players   
 Julian Baldwin, freshman 
 Igor R. Correa Wetter, sophomore
 Mark De La Rosa, sophomore



By Nicole Cortese

LIGHTS — camera — fashion. On March 1, 
the Cavalla Room was transformed into a 
runway worthy of  New York Fashion Week, 
fully equipped with colorful lights on long 

white curtains and a DJ, where models brought a 
fierce attitude while sporting the latest trends for 
the season.

The fashion show, sponsored by the Student 
Entertainment Council (SEC) and co-hosted 
by Kathy Wakile from The Real Housewives of  
New Jersey and Nick Barbati, assistant director 
of  Campus Life, brought a variety of  scenes 
and dance routines to the catwalk. Naquasia 
Ramsey-Sheppard, junior psychology major 
and multicultural chair for SEC, organized the 
majority of  the event and received a lot of  posi-
tive feedback.

“I think the show went great,” Ramsey-
Sheppard said. “I’ve heard so many great things 
about it. I wish I was able to see more of  it, but 
I was backstage a lot. I am so proud of  every-
thing coming together after the many chal-
lenges we faced. Overall, it was so much fun 
and I could not have done it without SEC, the 
models, the choreographers and my right hand, 
Jakeera Minus-McKendrick.”

Throughout the evening, the models wore 
looks from eight scenes including: “Rider 
Inspired,” “Thrift Shop,” “Leather Trend,” 
“School Spirit,” “Spring,” “Print Perfections,” 
“Denim Delights,” “Creative Designers” and 
“Blackout.” In addition to these looks, there 
were three different dance numbers.

Minus-McKendrick, junior criminal justice 
major, played a double role in the production 
of  the fashion show as a co-producer and a co-
founder of  the Creative Designers line worn by 
the models.

“We were being creative with painting and 
decided to try it on clothing; it came out really 
well so we stuck with it,” Minus-McKendrick 
said. “We are just trying to create items that 
others wouldn’t normally create, just having fun 
with our creativity.”

Ramsey-Sheppard and Minus-McKendrick 
worked together to pull off  the looks and orga-
nize the dance routines.

“Overall, we meshed together our ideas, but 
she worked more with the models and thought 
it would be a great idea to add the routines,” 
Ramsey-Sheppard said.

With some training, all of  the models were 
flawless on the runway and able to perfect their 
walks and poses. The fast-paced music engulfed 
the room with high energy for each walk and 
kept the crowd going.

“Jakeera’s friends, Chase and Louie, have 
had experience with modeling and would come 
in every week and work with the models teach-
ing them poses, perfecting their walk and teach-
ing them the routines,” Ramsey-Sheppard said.

According to Ramsey-Sheppard, everyone 
had to prepare in a short time frame.

“Looking back on the amount of  time 
we had for practice, there wasn’t much,” 
Ramsey-Sheppard said. “We had a casting 
call last semester, right before winter break in 

December. We kept in touch with the models 
over the break, and when we came back, we 
only had four nights of  practice.”

Wakile and Barbati co-hosted the show, 
introducing each scene before the models came 
out. Similar to previous Rider events, Wakile 
connected with the students that she interacted 
with during and after the show. 

“The best part about having her there was 

the stuff  you didn’t see on stage,” Barbati said. 
“Her interaction with the students was so warm 
and supportive. She was hugging the models as 
they came off  the runway. She was a force of  
encouragement, which is something we really 
support at Rider.”

Wakile’s desserts were also the talk of  the 
night, along with the fashion. 

“I know my way around a cannoli, and 

Kathy knows how to make a great cannoli,” 
Barbati said. “I also got a chance to try the 
salted caramel pecan cheesecake, which was 
amazing.” 

Since students are now aware of  the fashion 
show, Barbati thinks this event has the potential 
to turn into a campus tradition.

“The best thing about SEC is that it’s from 
the students and for the students,” Barbati said. 

“If  students want to bring this event back next 
year, it’s up to them. They can apply for SEC 
and decide whether they want to do it again.”

With more than 200 attendees, Ramsey-
Sheppard hopes she can organize this event 
next year.

“I would love to do this event again,” she 
said. “I love when people have a great time, 
and I am so happy that I was able to produce 

a weekend event with such a great turnout. If  
I were to do it again, I would maybe add some 
performers in between the different scenes and 
hopefully have more people who would love to 
participate.”
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By  Alyssa Naimoli and Rena Carman

AN entirely new performance experience is coming 
to Rider with Westminster College of  the Arts’ 
production of  Rider Dances Everywhere. This inno-
vative show will mark the celebration of  Rider 

Dances’ 10-year anniversary.
The show, taking place on March 8 and 9, will fea-

ture a variety of  unique routines that include hip-hop, 
tap, contemporary and a unique afro-jazz routine. 
The performance was put together not only to dem-
onstrate the dancers’ talents and abilities, but also to 
show the audience just how dedicated the dancers are.

 “What is unique is that we are dancing in four 
different locations,” said Stephanie Lewis, sophomore 
elementary education and dance double major. “The 
audience comes in and will be directed to one of  three 
locations: the Pub, the Fireside Lounge or the Cavalla 
Room. There will be two dancers, dressed in silver, at 
each location to take you from place to place. Then, 
the finale will be held in the Bart Luedeke Center 
(BLC) Theater.”

For its anniversary, Rider Dances invited any and all 
alumni to perform, participate or choreograph for the 
show. A few surprise guests have been invited to join 
as well. 

The show will not only have diverse routines and 
a consistently changing backdrop, but it will embrace 
Rider’s go-green initiative as well. To save paper, the 
performance’s program will be available online and 
instead of  tickets, guests will receive stones.

The dancers have had only a couple of  weeks to 
learn the choreography and put the show together. 
The dancers began rehearsals around the first week of  
classes this semester and “have been rehearsing every 
week since,” Lewis said.

The dancers tend to rehearse one to two times a 
week, depending on the cast and choreographer.

 “Extra time may be needed, not including the time 
used in the theater for lighting, spacing and full dress 
rehearsals,” said Jennifer Gladney, a choreographer 
for the show and returning 2006 alumna. “Usually 
we have a week to accomplish what we need onstage. 
Prior to that, we are in various dance studios.”

The hectic rehearsal schedule brought the dancers 
to an even greater level of  unity. They have created 
long-lasting bonds with their fellow dancers and have 
learned a lot about each other in the process.

 “There is something for dancers and choreogra-
phers that share creativity together, sweat together, 
laugh together, push each other harder, that makes the 
process become personal,” Gladney said.

Minus the first few years, past performances each 
had a theme, Rider Dances with the Band, Rider Dances for 
Africa and Rider Dances with the Ghosts, to name a few. 
Rider Dances Everywhere is expected to be a must-see that 
“will change the way you view dance,” Gladney said.

Instead of  the typical five to six dances in previ-
ous years, this year there will be nine to 10 dances, 
Gladney said.

“Each show is about 20 minutes long. Once you 
finish at each location, you will see the final perfor-
mance in the BLC Theater with the afro-jazz routine, 
alumni collaboration and, lastly, the finale,” Lewis 
said.

Gladney hopes that students’ opinions on dance as 
an art form will shift after seeing the performance.

 “The dancers hope Rider Dances Everywhere will 
make you think differently about dance, that it will 
bring you somewhere else, if  only for two hours,” said 
Gladney.

Instead of  being the usual annual show, Rider Dances 
Everywhere is meant to be a celebration of  dance and 
its dancers.

“It is our 10-year anniversary,” Lewis said. “It is an 

event, not just a performance. It is our medal anni-
versary. This is a big thing for us and we want it to be 
known that we do far more than dance classes. This is 
our time. We are not only dancers. We are performers 
and we are artists. Expect to experience an entirely 
new performance experience.”

  Wakile dishes on desserts and fashion 
The Rider News sat down with Kathy and Rich 

Wakile from Bravo’s The Real Housewives of  New 
Jersey (RHONJ) before the Student Entertainment 
Council’s fashion show on March 1 to discuss the 
event; her dessert business, Dolce Della Dea; and 
her upcoming book, Indulge: Delicious Little Desserts 
That Keep Life Real. 

 
TRN: This is now your third event at Rider since last year. 
Why did you decide to return for the fashion show?
Kathy Wakile: I love coming back to Rider and meet-
ing students. They have their whole world and their 
whole life ahead of  them, and you can just see it in 
their eyes. A lot of  it is they can’t wait to get done 
with school, but they form a family. I didn’t go to 
college, so I love seeing campus life and how they all 
interact with one another. It’s a great family down 
here.
 
TRN: What do you like about doing college campus events?
KW: I like meeting kids that have so much promise 
ahead of  them, and the world is open to different 
opportunities for them. If  I can touch them in one 
way or another to follow through with their dreams 
and not get sidetracked, that, to me, is a great 
opportunity.

 
TRN: How has your dessert business grown over the past 
year? Will we see you working on it in the new season?
KW: It’s grown a great deal. I’ve been touring across 
the country, doing cannoli and dessert demos, 
talking about my desserts and my full line. I’ve 
expanded my dessert line. I have a cookbook coming 
out in September and it’s all mini desserts. So that’s 
another step in the right direction. You will see me 
talking about and working on my desserts with the 
new upcoming season.

Rich Wakile: She’s taken a podium of  the dessert 
queen. She’s branded herself  as someone that’s a 
real bonafide dessert cook.
KW: It started just as a hobby I did at home for my 
family and friends, and it grew. It’s another way the 
students can be inspired. If  there’s something they 
are really passionate about, it can really come to 
something concrete and solid like this. It’s because 
of  the viewers; they encouraged me to follow 
through with this dream and something that I did in 
my everyday life, and now I’ve been kind of  dubbed 
the dessert queen of  RHONJ.
RW: What we’ve tried to do in the past three seasons, 
and in the fourth season that she’s filming, is she’s 
tried to build a brand from it.

 
TRN: Your book is set to come out later this year. What kind 
of recipes will it include, and which one is your favorite?
KW: The book is broken down by seasons, because 
that’s the way I cook. When something’s in season, 
that’s the way you should really take advantage of  it, 
and then you can eat it at the peak of  freshness. The 
same goes for my desserts. So in the fall, what are we 
thinking about? We’re thinking about apples; we’re 
thinking about pumpkins. For me, I’m thinking 
about nuts because I just love nuts — the squirrels 
are harvesting and all that. So that’s how I broke it 
down — it’s all mini desserts. You have your tradi-
tional desserts that I started out making, like apple 
pie, pumpkin pie, but then I changed it up. So each 
section, for instance, there’s an apple section and 
there’s four different desserts on apples, because, you 
know, how much apple pie can you eat? They’re all 
bite-sized, individual portions. Some are really basic 
but then the range of  difficulty gets a little bit more 
intense. But they’re also broken down into steps 
that you can do ahead, and you can save some for 
another time or share some with another person. It’s 
not like when you make a full pie, you’re not going 

to give someone a half  of  a pie. In my book it allows 
you to make a variety and share them with people. 
That’s the whole thing about cooking — sharing is 
caring.
RW: Talking about apples, she has a caramel apple 
ravioli — it’s got the Italian twist. When they offered 
her the proposal, we brought a couple desserts and 
one of  them was the caramel apple ravioli.
KW: With the publisher, I think that was the clincher. 
I made a big tray of  them, and I brought them with 
my proposal. And they were like, “Oh my gosh, we 
need this book.”

 
TRN: You have hosted fashion shows before. What is your 
favorite part about them? 
KW: The fashion, of  course, and watching the models 
walk down the runway — watching their personali-
ties come alive. We’re doing a fashion show later this 
month back up north, and I love it. I’ve always been 
big on fashion. I used to be a hairdresser, so fashion 
was always a big part of  it. I enjoy it. Especially now 
with spring, you’re looking for a change.

Dancers Kristy Alexander, left, and Christy Box have been 
practicing relentlessly in order to make this year’s performance of 
Rider Dances Everywhere one to remember. 

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

N
ei

l D
av

is
/T

he
 R

id
er

 N
ew

s

R E V I E W

SEC fashion show 
springs new looks

P R E V I E W

Rider Dances showcases routines 
through the Bart Luedeke Center

The models line up in bright clothes for the second dance number before the “Spring” scene during the Student Entertainment Council’s fashion show in the Cavalla Room on March 1. Derrisha Burgess and Terik Miller strut down the runway during the “Blackout” scene where all the models wore black. 
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Rider Dances Everywhere Performance Times
Saturday, March 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, March 9 at 2 p.m.

Admission for the performances is $20 for adults and $10 
for students and seniors. 

Tickets can be purchased at the door, through the box 
office at 609-896-7775 or online at www.rider.edu/arts. 
All tickets will be held at the door. 
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Healthy costs 
too much cash
RIDER offers its students some 

sweet subsidized services 
including access to cable 
television, WiFi, the Student 

Recreation Center’s gym and various 
fitness classes, plus affordable tick-
ets for plays and other events off  
campus.

However, when it comes to food, 
Rider seems to view this service 
more as a potentially profitable 
business rather than as the supply of  
necessary nutrients to the hungry.

After all, food is a service that 
many students cannot go off  campus 
to receive. Without access to a car, 
heading to the grocery store to stock 
up on meals can be a huge chal-
lenge, leaving some with no choice 
but to rely on Rider for every meal.

For students who are big eat-
ers and have a lot of  time to chow 
down, Daly’s offers an affordable 
opportunity to fill up. However, for 
those with smaller appetites or short 
lunch breaks, Cranberry’s is the first 
option. Options are even fewer at 
Westminster Choir College.

Cranberry’s offers fast, a la carte 
options that can be taken any-
where, but they come at a price. A 
decent meal including a drink from 
Cranberry’s can range from $5 to 
$12. In fact, a recent tab for a spicy 
buffalo chicken wrap, fries, fruit cup 
and iced tea ran $13.42 (with no 
tax). With three meals a day, stu-
dents can spend anywhere between 
$15 and $35 a day. Multiply those 
costs to come up with an average 
weekly food budget of  ranging from 
$75 to $175. Those numbers don’t 
even include coffee and pastries from 
Starbucks.

Rider should be trying to keep 
students happy and healthy by 
providing them with a variety of  
nutritious food options for reason-
able prices.

Unfortunately, Cranberry’s 
customers often have to choose 
between healthy choices and break-
ing their budget. While it seems that 
greasy, fried and sugary foods are 
cheaper than fresh, healthy options 
everywhere, this is an epidemic that 
should not be reinforced by college 
campuses.

Intake of  proper nutrients and 

avoiding an empty stomach is 
important for everyone — especially 
college students. Fitbrains.com calls 
fruits and vegetables the “power-
house for brain health” and recom-
mends these foods to be the largest 
portion of  every meal. However, the 
prices of  healthy options on campus 
do not encourage students to make 
smart choices.

A regular-sized serving of  
french fries comes in at $1.89 at 
Cranberry’s, while a cup of  celery, 
carrots and ranch dressing goes for 
nearly double that price: a hefty 
$3.49. In contrast, Wawa sells the 
same snack for $2.59. Baby carrots 
and celery stalks come pretty cheap, 
and with little necessary preparation. 
This healthy option should not put 
such a hole in students’ wallets.

Similarly, fruit cups of  diced pine-
apple, mixed fruit, or grapes ring up 
for $3.25 at Cranberry’s while Quick 
Chek charges $2.99. These are again 
healthy snacks that require only a 
little rinsing and chopping — so why 
do they come at such a high cost? 

While a couple of  dimes and 
dollars here and there may not seem 
like much at the time, those pennies 
add up quickly. When students real-
ize that all of  their pocket change is 
paying for their overpriced healthy 
snacks at Cranberry’s, they might 
gravitate back to the grease.

Next time Rider and Aramark 
sit down to discuss a contract, both 
parties should consider focusing on 
providing more affordable healthy 
options. This would encourage stu-
dents to eat healthier, which would 
benefit their bodies and their brains. 
At the same time, students might be 
more willing to spend a little cash on 
the healthy options that Rider offers, 
which would increase sales and 
therefore makeup for the profits that 
are lost because of  the price cuts. 

Opinion
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FRESHMAN FINDINGS

Making meals 
more delectable

➠ SEE FOOD
PAGE 9

FOOD is one of  life’s many pleasures. 
I can honestly say that few things 
bring me more joy than having 
a meal I truly love, and I’m sure 

many can relate. However, while I’ve 
lived on campus, a common complaint 
I’ve heard is about the food here. I’ve 
heard numerous grievances about 
Daly’s: dishes being served over and 
over, and the quality of  its food. Well, I 
have some humble advice: get creative.

I understand how monotonous it 
can be to eat the same foods every day. 
However, food is only as boring as we 

allow it to be. If  anyone out there is 
tired of  eating Daly’s pre-made food, 
why not try to make something new 
yourself ? My friend and I were feeling 
this way, and created our amazing 
taco burger. All we did was place a 
burger patty in a tortilla, along with 
salsa, beans, cheese and anything else 
we wanted. She also went on to make 
her own rice bowl. When my friends 
crave meatballs, they cut up burger 
patties and mix them into their pasta. 
My roommate 
even used the 

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by 
Copy Editor Sarah Bergen

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now  
cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  

For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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GMOs: Do you know what you’re ingesting?
THE acronym GMO is used a lot in the food indus-

try. But what does GMO actually stand for? 
 A GMO is a genetically modified organism. 
According to The Non-GMO project, when 

something has been modified, the genetic material has 
been altered using genetic engineering. This means 
that things like bacteria, yeast, insects and plants are 
added to our food. Genes from different species are 
injected into the host organism and disrupt the natural 
evolution of  DNA. 

The addition of  these substances allows scientists 
to have control over the internal structure of  proteins 
within food and allows the food to take on new traits. 
Initially, genetically engineering food was used to fight 
pathogens and herbicides on farms so that the crops 
remain unharmed and profitable. However, GMOs 
have taken on a much larger part in today’s society.  

The question people everywhere are asking is: Is 
this safe? There are many mixed reviews since GMOs 
can influence many aspects of  our lives.

Genetically modifying food reduces the need 
for pesticides on farms because the crops become 

more resistant to damage. In turn, less fossil fuel 
can be burned as a result of  less tillage and plowing. 
Livestrong.com states that the manipulation of  the 
food may lead to nutrient increase. GMOs can also 
help increase food production in third-world coun-
tries. These modified foods can withstand a variety 
of  conditions and, according to Paul Diehl, author of  
the article “Can Genetically Modified Food Feed The 
World?” stay fresher longer. With these new traits, 
GMOs can grow where they were unable to before, 
increasing food availability.

However, GMOs do cause some issues. The crops 
need to be replanted each year, which means farmers, 
specifically those who experience rural impoverish-
ment, are forced to buy new seeds. Also, the planting 
of  GMOs may cause many other plants to die off. 

Livestrong.com also states that while some nutri-
ents can be added to the food, modification can also 
alter other nutrients found in the food, posing health 
risks. Perhaps the greatest pitfall to consider in GMO 
use-related consequences is the possibility of  negative 
health effects. There have not been enough studies to 

truly understand long-term consequences of  ingesting 
this genetically modified food.

Whatever your stance on GMOs is, a troubling 
thought still persists: Genetically engineered food is 
not required to be labeled in stores. It is the right of  
the general public to know what is in its food and what 
we are unknowingly putting into our bodies. Most 
people cannot make informed decisions with the inad-
equate information provided. 

If  more people were aware of  what they were 
buying, GMO consumption in this country would 
probably decrease steeply. Shoppers should be able 
to decide for themselves what to purchase — and if  
GMOs are safe, why not label them? 

- Jillian Spratt 
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Opinion

microwave to heat up apple pie, and topped it off  with 
some ice cream. Daly’s food can be tasty and can sat-
isfy a wide array of  cravings, as long as one is willing 
to experiment.

Even if  you don’t want anything pre-cooked, hope 
is still alive. Why not be ambitious and try out the 
wok to fry some rice or veggies? Everyone can cook 
their food exactly how they want it, with a wide array 
of  options in vegetables and sauces. When we’re in 

control of  our food, we’re in control of  the outcome 
for our taste buds. Also, considering most of  us will 
have to cook for ourselves in the future, this is a great 
option to start with. I managed to cook some really 
tasty fried rice, and I’m no master at the wok. No 
one has to be a chef. You just have to be willing to 
experiment. 

We’re all going to miss our favorite restaurants 
and home-cooked meals at some point. However, 
not capitalizing on Daly’s opportunities, and simply 
complaining, solves nothing. Negativity only breeds 
unhappiness — and when it comes to something as 
essential as eating, no one wants to be unhappy. There 
are so many ways to get creative with the food that is 

already laid out for us, and even ways to cook our own 
creations. Life is about experiences and trying new 
things, so don’t be afraid to tackle Daly’s head-on. 
Always remember, food is something that can bring 
great happiness, so make sure every meal is a great 
one.

-Samantha Sawh
Freshman journalism major

Food
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Juniors: Tackling  
endless to-do lists

RECENTLY, it seems like every time I 
go to class, I’m forced to open up 
my planner and add another item 
to my to-do list. The list goes on 

and on and feels like it’s never ending. 
Even when I complete a task and cross 
something off in my planner, I feel like I 
haven’t made a dent in the work I have 
to do. 

I swear I didn’t have as much work 
in previous years as I do in my junior 
year. When I express my grievances to 
others, I always hear the same thing: 
“Junior year is your hardest year. You 
just have to work hard and eventually 
you’ll get through it.” 

It turns out that they were right. 
Going into my junior year, I was ready 
for the rush. I braced myself  for all of  
the hard work that was ultimately going 
to come. By pacing myself, I was hop-
ing that I wouldn’t be overwhelmed. 

The beginning of  the fall semester, I 
was on my game. I got all of  my work 
done when it was assigned and tried 
my hardest to stay on top of  every-
thing so I wouldn’t be stuck with a 
mound of  homework on the weekends. 
Eventually, I started to lose some steam. 
Things started to pile up, and I felt 
overwhelmed. 

Junior year is such a crucial year. It’s 
the perfect time to get an internship to 
build up experience for when you grad-
uate. It’s also a time when your grades 
need to be at the top of  their game 
for potential employers or grad school 
admissions committees. You can’t get 
any of  that without hard work.

All I can say is, when you feel 
overwhelmed and like a mountain of  
books is going to crush you, take a deep 
breath and calm yourself  down. Things 
will get done, and you will find a way to 
finish everything. 

Pace yourself  when you do work 
and don’t spend too much time doing 
one assignment. If  you concentrate 
on the same thing for a long time, it’s 
easy to get bored and distracted from 
what you’re supposed to be doing. 
Focus on one thing and then change it 
up to another assignment to avoid the 
boredom. 

Allow yourself  some time for study 
breaks. Consider it a reward of  some 
sort. If  you complete an assignment, 
take a break. Have a snack, surf  the 
Internet for a little while, but always 
make sure your short break doesn’t 
turn into an hour-long session. 

Make lists and organize yourself. 
Complete your work based on when it’s 
due. This way, you get the important 
things done first and the other assign-
ments will be completed eventually. 

Junior year is a difficult year, but 
with a lot of  hard work and planning, 
you can conquer it. There’s a light at 
the end of  the tunnel of  spring semes-
ter and it leads to beaches and summer 
fun. You can do it if  you put your mind 
to it.

-Danielle Gittleman
Opinion editor

SENIOR SENTIMENTS

Spring break 
stay-cation fun

IT’S senior year and I want to enjoy 
this spring break by relaxing under 
the sun in Juno Beach, Fla. Sadly, 
my wish for a Florida break will 

not be coming true. I will be having a 
stay-cation with close friends. These 
are the people that I have good times 
with, because that’s what spring break 
is: good times, laughter and creating 
memories.

I know that most of  us want to go 
to Colorado to ski, to Cancun for the 
perfect tan or to Rome to learn Italian 
and eat pasta. Then there are those 
who want to stay home and catch up 
on schoolwork or grab extra shifts to 
get some cash.  

Most of  us, like myself, will be hav-
ing a vacation at home or on campus. I 
am OK with this because I have a plan: 
fun activities, great experiences and 
sleep.

The first thing I plan to do is have 
a night of  peace and quiet, so a movie 
for one it is. I am aware that most 
people don’t like to go to the movies by 
themselves, but it’s fun, especially when 
no one else is in the theater. I get to 
laugh as loud as I want. Yes, movies do 
cost a pretty penny, but bring your own 
snacks and drinks to save some cash. 
A movie or TV show marathon with 
friends is also enjoyable. Have everyone 
bring his or her favorite movie and stay 
up all night watching them.

I also plan on spending some time 
with my friends and family. I am stu-
dent teaching, so I haven’t seen much 
of  them. I might do lunch with family 

and have a game night at home with 
my friends.

If  you do some school work, that 
should also help pass time. You should 
take advantage of  the time off  and do 
that paper you’ve put off  for so long. I 
will be catching up on my reading for 
class.

You can always learn a new hobby. 
With this bizarre winter, we should all 
take up knitting so there will never be a 
scarf  shortage. 

Spring festivals are also fun places 
to go. They have music, people, crafts 
and great food. Your town may offer 
concerts for local bands and aspiring 
musical artists. It’s worth a look.

Here’s a fun idea: blow off  some 
steam and go dancing. I do this as 
much as I can, and I come away with 
interesting stories. For the money-
savers who don’t want to go to New 
York, local nightclubs are often free or 
as cheap as $5. We all know there are 
benefits to dancing the night away.

The best thing I am going to do 
is take a long, hot bath and read my 
favorite book for an hour. You never 
know what ideas may pop into your 
head. Spring break is about relaxing 
away from school life, so take advan-
tage of  that. 

-Jessika Mielentz
Senior secondary education major
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CHOOSE
Quality • Value • Distinction

SUMMER at STOCKTON
Three Sessions

May 19 - June 30 (6 weeks)
May 19 - July 28 (10 weeks)

July 1 - Aug. 11 (6 weeks)

Discounted tuition & housing, 
online & distance learning classes

Classes available in
Galloway, Hammonton, Manahawkin

stockton.edu/summer

S P R I N G  B R E A K  A T H L E T I C  C A L E N D A R
Thursday, March 6 - 10

Men’s/women’s basketball MAAC Championship
MassMutual Center in Springfield, Mass.

Thursday, March 6 

Men’s/women’s spring tennis season begins
At Coppin State in Baltimore, 2 p.m.

Friday, March 7 - 9

Track and field IC4A/ECAC Championship
For qualifying athletes in Boston

Friday, March 7 - 9

Softball Coppin State Tournament
At Coppin State in Baltimore, 12:15 p.m.

Friday, March 7 - 9

Baseball
Three-game series against Delaware, 2:30 p.m.

Saturday, March 8

Wrestling EWL Championship
At Cleveland State University

Monday, March 10 - 11

Swimming and diving NCAA Zone A Diving Championship
For qualifying athletes in Blacksburg, Va.

Wednesday,  March 12

Women’s tennis against Villanova
Lawrenceville, N.J., 3 p.m.

Friday, March 14 - 15

Track and field NCAA Championship
For qualifying athletes in Albuquerque, N.M.

Friday, March 14 - 16

Baseball
Three-game series against Western Carolina in Cullowhee, N.C., 4 p.m.

Tuesday, March 18

Softball
Against Charleston Southern in Charleston, S.C., 2 p.m.

Thursday, March 20 - 22

Wrestling NCAA Championship
For qualifying athletes in Oklahoma City

Saturday, March 22

Track and field VCU Ram Invitational
Richmond, Va.

Sunday, March 23 - 24

Golf spring season begins
La Salle Invitational in Ambler, Pa.

By Carlos Toro

AFTER facing adversity in its past two games, the 
men’s basketball team is heading to the MAAC 
Championship with a chip on its shoulder. The 
Broncs (13-16, 9-11 MAAC) lost both weekend 

games to extend their skid to four games, losing to 
Canisius 79-66 on Senior Night on Feb. 28 and to Iona 
97-81 on March 2 on the road in a rematch from two 
weeks ago.

Against Canisius, the game was tied 7-7 with 16:18 
left in the first half  before Rider surrendered a 7-0 
run. Canisius (20-11, 14-6 MAAC) continued to grow 
its lead to 17 before halftime.

It was no different once the second half  began, 
as Canisius dominated the paint and outscored the 
Broncs 22-10. Rider could only bring the deficit down 
to nine as Canisius controlled every aspect of  the 
game. An early 12-4 run from the Broncs in the sec-
ond half  was overshadowed by the play of  Canisius’ 
senior guard Billy Baron, who had 29 points and 10 
assists.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett, however, is confident 
in his team’s ability to get back on the right track.

“We just got to keep coming back,” Baggett said. 
“We have to keep our heads up.”

The Broncs looked for a quick change of  luck as 

Rider still had a shot at a first round bye in the MAAC 
Championship. After the loss to Canisius, the Broncs 
were guaranteed to play in the preliminary game, but 
their seeding was yet to be determined. Rider needed 
to win against Iona to finish sixth in the conference, 
but unfortunately, the struggle on the court continued.

Against Iona (20-9, 17-3 MAAC), the Broncs fell 
quickly, with the Gaels going on an 11-0 run in the 
opening minutes. Thirteen minutes into the game, 
Rider was down 38-16. 

The Broncs willed their way back into the game by 
halftime, going on a 25-7 scoring run to finish the half. 
Rider managed to tie the game in the second half, 
but couldn’t go any further. Every time the Broncs got 
close to the Gaels, Iona pushed the score back up to 
double digits. It wasn’t until a layup from Iona senior 
guard Sean Armand with 10:44 remaining in the sec-
ond half  that the Iona lead stayed in double digits.

Senior guard Anthony Myles finished the game 
with 19 points, while senior forward Danny Stewart 
added 16 points and 11 rebounds, securing his third 
double-double of  the season and the 16th of  his 
career. Sophomore forward Shawn Valentine scored 
a career-high 14 points from the bench and freshman 
guard Jimmie Taylor scored 14 points and had six 
assists. 

Despite an 8-4 start in conference play, the team 
has lost five straight home games and six out of  its last 
seven. Rider will face Monmouth in the first round 
of  the MAAC Tournament on March 6 at 5 p.m. in 
Springfield, Mass. The Broncs swept the season series 
against Monmouth, winning 89-83 on the road in 
early December before winning again at home, 77-71, 
in overtime in late January.

Senior guard Tommy Pereria believes the Broncs 
just need to stay calm and play their game to find suc-
cess in the MAAC tournament.

“We need to stay composed through the other 
teams’ runs because it’s going to happen and we need 
to stay together through adversity,” he said.

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs lose seven of eight to end regular season



By Matt Burrill

WOMEN’S basketball made its yearly voyage to 
western New York this past weekend with 
hopes of  coming back to Lawrenceville with 
the fifth seed and a first round bye in the 

upcoming MAAC tournament. 
 The weekend did not go as the Broncs (13-16, 9-11 

MAAC) planned, falling to Niagara 68-60 on Feb. 28 
and Canisius 66-63 on March 2. 

“We are disappointed about our games in Buffalo, 
but we did some good things,” Head Coach Lynn 
Milligan said. 

Senior guard MyNeshia McKenzie put together a 
double-double, 24 points and 14 rebounds at Niagara 
(9-18, 8-11 MAAC).  Graduate guard Shereen 
Lightbourne added 12 points in the Broncs’ loss.

The loss comes in part to a first half  which saw the 
Broncs struggle to find the bottom of  the net. The 
team only shot 31% from the field in the half, and was 
out-rebounded by Niagara 22-13.

Rider managed to surge in the second half, which 
included a 14-2 run. However, it would not be 
enough, and the Broncs would lose 68-60.

At Canisius (13-16, 9-11 MAAC), McKenzie added 
another double-double, the 43rd of  her career, accu-
mulating 26 points and 11 rebounds. The Broncs fell 
in a game that was back and forth and featured five 
ties to go along with 10 lead changes. 

After starting the month of  February with a 3-0 
record that included a marquee win over Iona, Rider 
finished its final six games of  the regular season with a 
1-5 record.  

The rough patch has included injuries to the team’s 
original starting five. The most recent injury was to 
sophomore guard Mikal Johnson, who is out with 
a knee injury. Throughout the season, Johnson, the 
Broncs’ second leading scorer with 10.5 ppg., has pro-
vided strong contributions for Milligan and the team.

“We had to get used to playing without Mikal and 
readjust our lineups and rotations,” Milligan said. 

With the MAAC tournament approaching, 
Milligan knows that she will have to rely on the play 
and guidance of  her seniors, particularly MAAC 

Player of  the Year candidate McKenzie, down the 
stretch. 

“We will be looking for our seniors to lead us and 
for everyone to play their roles,” Milligan said.  

After traveling nearly seven hours through New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania and New York, the Broncs return 
home with the sixth overall seed in the MAAC tourna-
ment, one spot away from a first round bye.

With the sixth seed, the Broncs will be taking on 
11th-seeded Saint Peter’s, a team the Broncs swept 
during the regular season. Tip-off  is set for March 6 at 
1:30 p.m. in Springfield, Mass.

“We are excited to get to Springfield and compete 
for a championship,” Milligan said. “Preparation is 
key for us, both physically and mentally; we are look-
ing forward to a great week.”

Lightbourne remains positive in light of  the recent 
struggles and expects the Broncs to play until the final 
buzzer.

“Unfortunately, this past weekend we came short 
of  two victories,” she said. “On a positive note, we 
learned a lot about our team. We all have to step up 
and continue our journey.”
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W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Struggles see Rider fall to sixth seed at MAACs

business.rutgers.edu/finmaccy

Rutgers Master of Accountancy in
Financial Accounting

On-campus & Online Program
Earn your Masters in Financial Accounting in less than 12 months for less than $25K. The program 
requires 30 credits, 15 are earned during the summer session, when students are enrolled on campus on 
a full-time basis. The balance of 15 credits are electives taken on a part-time basis on-line in the Fall and 

Spring semesters.

*The Board of Governors reviews the tuition and fees on an annual basis and sets new tuition and fee rates at its July 
Board meeting.

Flexibility for students and firms
Accounting graduates admitted into the program in the summer can complete 70% of the degree 
requirement prior to joining a firm.  The remaining courses are taken on a part-time online basis.

Visit: business.rutgers.edu/finmaccy

Email: admit@business.rutgers.edu

Telephone: 973-353-1029

B A S E B A L L

Swept in Va., cold bats hold Broncs back
By Thomas Albano

RIDER (2-6) recently traveled to Lynchburg, Va., 
from Feb. 28 - March 2 and played two games 
each against Liberty and Ball State. The Broncs 
were swept the entire weekend, losing all four 

games.
Senior outfielder Nick Crescenzo attributed the 

struggles of  the weekend to inconsistent performance 
by the team, especially when it came to hitting.

“We weren’t putting all three phases of  the game 
together,” Crescenzo said. “If  we pitched and played 
good defense, our bats were cold. We struggled to 
get clutch hits with two outs. We didn’t hit consistent 
enough, and the last game against Liberty, we were 
outplayed in every aspect of  the game.”

The Feb. 28 game against Ball State (9-3) saw the 
Broncs out-hit the Cardinals 8-6, with senior desig-
nated hitter Ken Kremer and sophomore outfielder 
James Locklear each having two hits. However, the 
Broncs struggled to get key hits with runners in scor-
ing position that contributed to the 4-1 Rider loss.

The next day, Rider played a doubleheader, tak-
ing on Liberty (6-6) in the first game before having a 
rematch with Ball State. In the game against Liberty, 
junior pitcher Zach Mawson gave up seven hits and 
allowed only three runs. 

Hitting, however, again proved to be the Achilles’ 
heel for Rider. The Broncs had four hits in the game, 
two of  them from junior second baseman Greg Fazio. 
The Flames would defeat the Broncs 3-1.

Later that day, against Ball State, Rider accumu-
lated 10 hits with Fazio, Kremer and junior third base-
man Nick Richter each having two.

 However, in the ninth inning, the Broncs had two 
runners in scoring position with only one out, but 
could not capitalize. Ball State would win in the 10th.

The conclusion of  the weekend’s string of  games 
saw one more game against Liberty that Crescenzo 
could only describe as the opposition outplaying the 
Broncs in every aspect of  the game. The Broncs were 
defeated 11-2.

Freshman outfielder Nick Kagel explained that the 
team’s focus now is putting all the pieces together and 
coming up with the perfect game plan that will see the 
Broncs achieve victories.

 “We need to improve and get better, and as we do 
that, the wins will come,” Kagel said. “We know how 
to play, it’s obvious. It’s just we need to go out and get 
it done.”

The Broncs will play a three-game series starting 
March 7-9 against Delaware (4-6) in Newark, Del. 
The Broncs were scheduled to play their first home 
game on March 11 against Temple, but the game will 
be cancelled because of  cold weather. Rider’s home 
opener will now be March 23 against the New Jersey 
Institute of  Technology (3-3).

 The team will focus one game at a time. Crescenzo 
believes that playing on the road against bigger 
schools presents a good challenge, but it’s always great 
to play at home.

“Home games are always fun because we are used 
to playing on our field in front of  a home crowd,” 
Crescenzo said. “Playing on the road at these big 
schools is tough, but playing at home gives us an 
advantage because that’s where we practice and what 
we’re used to.”

Crescenzo thinks by the time the team comes home 
to take on the Highlanders, the team will be more 
than ready for the challenge.

“We need to limit the mistakes and hopefully our 
bats come around by then,” he said.  
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Junior infielder Greg Fazio had seven total hits from Feb. 28 - 
March 2 against Liberty and Ball State.



12  The Rider News    March 5, 2014

Inside today: 
Women’s basketball gets 
sixth seed for MAACs
Page 11Sports

Blood, sweat, years: Stewart’s story
By Steven Eggert

DANNY Stewart came to Rider as 
a freshman with a tremendous 
leaping ability that could help 
him win any jump ball, and throw 

down monstrous, rim-rattling dunks.  
He could use his athleticism to get by at 
first, but there were a lot of  skills that he 
lacked.

At Neumann-Goretti High School 
in Philadelphia, Stewart was able to 
lead the team to multiple champion-
ships and a No. 4 national ranking. 
He was also named second team 
all-Pennsylvania. 

Despite the accolades, he barely took 
jump shots, couldn’t find consistency 
at the free throw line, and didn’t play 
much outside the post.

 “I didn’t really have to shoot the 
ball much,” Stewart said. “I had great 
guards behind me and all I had to do 
was go into the low post and they’d lob 
it to me. I was taller than most people 
so I was able to use my athleticism.”

Fast forward to the 2013-14 season 
and Stewart is one of  the Broncs’ pre-
mier players and leaders. He is second 
on the team with 15 ppg and first with 
6.1 rpg, and has a newfound rhythm 
from beyond the arc.

When being recruited, his raw 
athletic tools were something that was 
admired by current Head Coach Kevin 
Baggett. When Stewart was a fresh-
man, Baggett was an assistant coach to 
former Head Coach Tommy Dempsey.

Though Stewart was a project skill-
wise, there was potential to become an 
All-MAAC talent.

“I saw a kid that, when it was all 
said and done, after we had a chance to 
develop him, was going to be a really 
good player,” Baggett said. “There 
were a lot of  things he could do to 
score around the basket, which he has 
already done here, but then it was just 
the fundamental things like dribbling 
and shooting that he needed to work 
on.” 

His rude awakening to the collegiate 

level came when he was a freshman and 
learned the game under then senior 
Mike Ringgold, ’11, who was able to 
match up with Stewart because they 
were both athletic forwards, similarly 
built.

Ringgold’s big difference was that he 
knew all of  the young player’s tenden-
cies, and would take advantage of  his 
lack of  experience.

“He used to get me all the time in 
practice,” Stewart said. “I would rush 
myself  and he would pump fake 
on me. When you come in as a 
freshman, you don’t 
know much, but 
playing next to 
him, it really 
helped me 
out.”

Assistant 
Coach John 
Griffin worked 
with Stewart con-
stantly. Before practices began, he 
and Stewart would go onto the court 
and work on jump shots, free throws, 
passing and dribbling.

In the offseason, Griffin would give 
Stewart tips and drills to work on when 
playing pickup games in the summer or 
working out in the gym. 

“I would work out with him often,” 
Stewart said. “After last year, he wanted 
to adjust my jump shot, and he showed 
me drills to make my wrist stronger 
for shooting and dribbling. Then, after 
going home and working out, he gave 
me even more drills. It was different, 
but helped me out a lot.”

Griffin worked with a lot of  play-
ers in the past on what he calls “guard 
skills,” but Stewart was one of  a few 
players who took his advice and ran 
with it.

“There’s little things to work on,” 
Griffin said. “I gave him dribbling, 
two-ball drills and a lot to think about. 
Some people say they’ll work hard and 
they don’t. He did, so give him credit. 
He takes pride in his skills now.”

Stewart’s career has been all about 
learning what his strengths and weak-
nesses are. He saved the best for last 
by posting career highs in points per 
game, 3-point shooting, and his success 
rate from the free-throw line.

From his freshman to  junior sea-
sons, he made only one 3-pointer. His 
percentages at the free-throw line in 
those years read 54%, 66% and then 
71% his junior year. 

This season, he’s made 24 of  his 
61 threes and has been able to utilize 

his athletic abilities on the 
perimeter. He’s also been 
able to make free-throws at 

a team-high 85%. 
Additionally, he’s 

averaging a career high 
15 ppg as opposed 

to a 9.6 in his first 
three seasons. 
Stewart believes 
that a lot of  the 
improvements 
come from his 
added versatility 
when scoring.

“I used to 
dunk the ball 
a lot,” Stewart 
said about his 
early years 
at Rider. “I 
would just go 
and attack 
the rim. Each 

year, I tried to 
add something 

different. Now my senior 
year, I’m able to stretch 
the floor, take the three, 
take people off  the 
dribble. Now if  I get 
fouled, I can make free 
throws.”

Overall, Stewart 
looks back upon his 

first couple of  years 
as a Bronc and laughs at 

the player that he used to be. He often 
reminisces with fellow seniors Anthony 
Myles and Tommy Pereira about how 
much of  a transformation each player 
has made.

“I talk with them all of  the time,” 
Stewart said. “Anthony and I were 
talking just a couple days ago about 
how we used to come in as freshmen 
and just dunk the basketball. Now 
we really pick and choose our spots, 
and we’re doing things that we never 
thought we’d be doing at this point of  
our careers.”

By Thomas Albano

QUALIFYING Broncs from the swimming and diving 
team competed at the ECAC Championships 
at the U.S. Naval Academy in Annapolis, Md., 
March 1-2.

The men finished eighth out of  15 schools, while 
the women finished 19th out of  21 schools.

Standout performances from the men included: 
junior Shane Tubb’s third-place finish in the 200-
meter fly at 1:50.88, and freshman William Molloy 
finishing third in the 200 free at 1:40.

Tubb thought that the ECAC Championships pre-
sented the best chance for improvement on personal 
performances.

“ECACs is an opportunity to race great com-
petition again after conferences,” Tubb said. “As a 
team, we represented ourselves well and some of  our 
swimmers had lifetime best times. Our coaches do a 
great job of  preparing us physically and mentally to 
perform well in such a long meet for the second time 
in two weeks.”

Also for the men, freshman Matthan-Matthew 
Martir placed fifth in the 100-meter free with a time 

of  45.95, and sophomore Adam Phillips placed fifth in 
the 200-meter breaststroke in 2:04.74.

As for the women, sophomore Taylor Shelley 
finished 11th in the 100-meter breaststroke in 1:06.40, 
while junior Morgan Kandrac placed 12th in the 
same event. In addition, senior Megan Mullaney 
finished 16th in the 200-meter individual medley with 
a time of  4:42.68, and sophomore Kaitlyn O’Connor 
finished in 15th in the 200-meter fly with a time of  
2:09.23.

It was a bittersweet moment for Mullaney, as her 
final season came to a close.

“Not everyone makes ECACs, so it is an honor 
being able to represent Rider at a high level of  com-
petition,” Mullaney said. “Looking back on my four 
years, I have so many great memories. Our team is a 
true family, so even if  you do not have the best season, 
you can still look to your teammates and have some-
thing to be proud of.”

The season is not quite over yet, as qualifying ath-
letes are set to compete at the NCAA Zone A Diving 
Championships on March 10 and 11 in Blacksburg, 
Va.

S W I M M I N G  A N D  D I V I N G

Tubb and Malloy 3rd, men 8th in final meet
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Junior fly Shane Tubb placed third in the 200-meter fly.
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Danny Stewart was 
just named second team 
All-MAAC.
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