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Rozanski Ready To Retire In 2015
President changed the face and reputation of  Rider over the course of a decade

By Lauren Santye

HAVING served 
12 years as 
Rider’s presi-
dent, Mordechai 

Rozanski will retire on 
July 31, 2015.

After making the 
announcement on Jan. 
29, he reminisced in an 
email about the accom-
plishments and hurdles 
he experienced while at 
Rider.

“Serving as Rider’s 
sixth president has been 
the most fulfilling experi-
ence of  my academic 
career,” Rozanski said. 
“I am profoundly proud 
of  the strategic initia-
tives we have undertaken 
and the achievements we 
have attained together. 
In this I have been 
privileged to work with 
an exceptional com-
munity of  dedicated 
trustees, faculty, staff, 
administrators, alumni 

By Casey Gale

IN November 2013, New Jersey voters approved a 
constitutional amendment that increased the mini-
mum wage from $7.25 to $8.25 an hour. It was put 
into effect at the start of  the new year. In order to 

accommodate this hourly rate increase, Rider is cut-
ting down on the number of  work hours available to 
students this semester.

According to an email sent from the office of  
disbursements to faculty and staff, the university raised 
the 2013 student employment budget to more than 
$3.6 million. However, because of  the school’s finan-
cial state and a cap on federal work-study funds, offi-
cials say Rider is unable to allow students to earn the 
higher hourly rate and maintain the same number of  
hours as last semester. Departments have been asked 
to reduce student hours to fit into existing budgets. 

Other private universities in the area are facing the 
same situation. 

“As a result of  New Jersey’s minimum wage hike, 
Fairleigh Dickinson University gave all its student 
workers (including Federal Work Study students) a 
$1.00/hour raise, boosting their hourly rates signifi-
cantly above the new minimum wage,” said university 
spokesman for Fairleigh Dickinson Dan Landau. “The 
university did not make an across-the-board deci-
sion about cutting hours, instead leaving it up to the 
individual departments on how to handle the wage 
increase. Money for student workers comes out of  
the employing departments’ budgets and it is up to 

the respective departments 
to decide whether to cut the 
hours or find additional 
money elsewhere.” 

Aimee Parks, assis-
tant director of  Human 
Resources at Monmouth 
University, gave a similar 
explanation. 

“We are still within 
budget and may need to 
consider cutting hours if  
necessary,” she said.

TCNJ, a state school, 
has not had to resort to 
cutting hours and has 
found funds elsewhere to 
raise wages for students, 
according to Debra Kelly, 
director of  career services. 
Though the college had 
made no decisions for next 
year, “the goal is to do no 
harm,” she said regarding school employment. 

State Sen. Shirley Turner, associate director of  
Career Services, has an explanation for the reduction 
of  student hours at Rider this semester. Officials say 
maintaining current hours would cost an additional 
$270,000, which is less than 1% of  Rider’s budget.

 “The university’s budget was prepared in advance 

of  the minimum wage increase, which makes it impos-
sible to adjust for higher hourly rates,” she said. “I 
hope that students will have the opportunity in the 
next fiscal year to earn more if  additional funds 
are allotted for student 
employment.”

However, Julie Karns, 

8% enrollment 
growth since 
2004.

Rider continues 
to be rated 
among the top 
7% of green 

universities 
and colleges in the 

country. 

How Alumni Gym used to be

around 13,000 students graduated

Donor support continues 
to grow. In the 2013 fiscal 
year, Rider raised  
$14 million in cash.

Rider has been 
consistently ranked 
in the top tier of 
U.S. News & World 
Report’s annual 
“America’s Best 
Colleges” and 
Princeton Review’s 
“Best 371 Colleges” 
in the nation.

Student workers get $8.25, but with an asterisk

Trudy Mathes, senior accounting major, gets tutored by student worker Zachary Hansen, who is a 
junior  accounting and finance double major. 
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vice president of  the finance and treasurer, said that 
the university intends to maintain current funding 
levels “to the fall and beyond.” 

Turner was co-primary sponsor of  the referendum 
to raise minimum wage, with Sen. Stephen Sweeney, 
after Gov. Chris Christie vetoed the initial bill to raise 
minimum wage to $8.50 in 2013.

“Many times, legislation that is signed into law has 
unintended consequences, and this is one of  those 
instances,” Turner said. “Businesses, government, and 
colleges and universities, families and students, have 
budgets to balance and we all look at a law from a 
different perspective. Fortunately, this is a temporary 
consequence of  well-intentioned legislation.”

Rider officials said the change in hours this semes-
ter will have no net impact on student employees, as 
they will be earning the same amount of  money as last 
semester, but working fewer hours. Frank Zuccarini, 
tour guide coordinator, said that this change is nothing 
new. 

“In the Admissions Office we have adjusted student 
employee hours, but this is something that we review 
and adjust for each semester,” he said. 

Although hours have been cut to match how much 

work the department anticipates this semester, there 
will still be times when students will be working until 5 
p.m. and later, according to Zuccarini. 

“We expect that students in the Admissions Office 
will have plenty of  opportunities to work in our office 
this semester,” he said.

According to Assistant Director of  Disbursements 
Sherri Skuse, Rider employs roughly 1,200 stu-
dents. Students employed by Aramark have not been 
impacted by the reduced hours, according to Scott 
Oswald, the director of  Aramark Dining Services.

Some students do not appear to be too concerned 
about the schedule changes. Samantha Breccia, a 
junior radio and TV major, works at both the Bart 
Luedeke Center information desk and at Admissions. 
Her hours have been cut in both positions. She notes 
that more workers and managers have been hired at 
the information desk, which she feels could be another 
reason for the cut hours.  

“I’m not really bothered by it,” she said, as she is 
balancing an already busy schedule.

Other students, however, have a different take on 
the situation. 

“I feel as though what they did is pointless,” said 
Emily Lucarelli, a senior English major. “I feel as 
though certain [employees] may get cheated out of  
this. But I know people who are constantly on the go 
and working hard for more than 20 hours – those are 

the people who will be most affected by this decrease.”
Rep. Rush Holt, who represents Lawrenceville in 

Congress, said that the intent of  raising the minimum 
wage is to increase workers’ income.

“Raising the minimum wage is one way to return 
to broad-based economic growth that isn’t just con-
centrated in the wealthiest 1% of  the population,” he 
wrote in an email.

Turner said that in order for the university to focus 
more operating funds on student employment in the 
future, state government would need to invest more in 
students who are working their way through college. 
Rider’s federal work-study aid is capped at $541,000. 

“The state has not been paying its fair share in sup-
porting higher education in New Jersey, and the state 
should also make a greater commitment to help keep 
the costs of  higher education down, thereby, reduc-
ing reliance as heavily on tuition for operating costs,” 
Turner said. “Rider University has private school 
tuition rates and receives little direct aid from the 
state or federal government. Ideally, students should 
receive the increase. However, if  the state or federal 
governments do not provide more in the form of  aid, 
ultimately the financial burden will fall on students 
through higher tuition to make up for the increase.  
If  the legislature had heard from the colleges, some 
exceptions for the effective date could have been 
made.” 
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Thursday, February 6

Summer employment info session
11:30 a.m., Thayer Lounge

Basil Alkazzi: gallery opening reception
5 p.m. to 7 p.m., Art Gallery 

Keynote Speaker: Bruce George
7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
Bruce George, co-founder of  HBO’s Def  Comedy Jam, 
will speak in honor of  Black History Month.

Friday, February 7

Soundtrack for a Revolution
7 p.m. to 9 p.m., Bristol Chapel
The 2nd annual Black History Month program is spon-
sored by Westminster Black and Hispanic Alliance.

Sunday, February 9

National Girls/Women in Sports Day
9 a.m. to 9 p.m., Student Recreation Center
The Athletics Department will hold a light breakfast 
and will present a speaker to address female athletes. 
The student athletes will conduct an all-sports clinic 
with local girl groups from the area.

Monday, February 10

Film screening: Django Unchained
7 p.m., Memorial Hall
Set in the South two years before the Civil War, Django 
is a slave whose brutal history with his former owners 
lands him with bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz, who 
helps him rescue his wife from a Mississippi plantation 
owner.

Tuesday, February 11

Black history month Jeopardy
7 p.m., North Hall 129

Study abroad fair 
11:30 a.m., Thayer Lounge

Thursday, February 13

Discussion of the Willie Lynch letter
7 p.m., North Hall 129
Attendees will explore the history of  the letter and its 
impact on slavery.

T H I S  W E E K

N E W S  B R I E F S

Dr. Harry Gamble, a Rider 
alumnus and member of the Rider 
Board of Trustees, died on Jan. 28. 
He was 83 years old. 

Gamble graduated from Rider 
with a B.S. in business administra-
tion in 1952. He was awarded an 
honorary Doctor of Laws degree 
from Rider in 1987, and went on to 
earn a M.A. and an Ed.D. degree in 
business education from Temple 
University. 

After leading the Rider football 
team through two undefeated 
seasons and a four-year record of 
24-8-1, he was inducted into the 
Rider University Athletics Hall of 

Fame in 1996. 
In addition to his time served 

on the Board of Trustees, Gamble 
served on committees for the 
Philadelphia Campaign, Campaign 
Cabinet, the Sports and Recreation 
Center Campaign and the 50th  
reunion homecoming. 

Gamble began his career in 
sports as head football coach 
at Lafayette College and the 
University of Pennsylvania. For 
much of his career, he held the 
position of general manager and 
then president of the Philadelphia 
Eagles. He later became coordina-
tor of football operations and club 

relations for the National Football 
League until his retirement in 1997. 

Gamble is survived by his three 
grandchildren, two children and 
his wife. 

Wages
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Stolen wallet
A case of stolen identity 

occurred on Jan. 30, when Public 
Safety was assigned to meet with 
a male student at 1:30 p.m. who 
had come to reclaim a stolen 
wallet. Previously, the wallet was 
turned in to Public Safety after 
being found by a staff member. 
When inventorying the wallet, 
Public Safety came across a fake 
N.J. driver’s license. The student 
told officers that his friend had 
bought the I.D. online. Everything 
but the I.D. was given back to the 
student, who was then charged 
with personal misrepresentation.

Unauthorized entry
A student attempted to snag a 

faculty parking spot when Public 
Safety observed a vehicle enter 
the Memorial Hall parking lot 
without swiping in on Jan. 29 at 
9:08 a.m. The driver was a student, 
who followed another car into the 
lot after the staff member swiped 
in. The student’s identity has been 
confirmed, and the individual has 
been charged with attempted or 
actual unauthorized entry or pres-
ence. The student was  addition-
ally issued a parking summons

Suspected marijuana
There was a suspicion of drug 

use on Jan. 28 at 11:30 p.m.,when 
it was reported that there may be 
marijuana in Moore Hall. Public 
Safety was dispatched to Moore 
Hall after suspicion of marijuana 
was reported. A curious female 
staff member and a witness, a 
male staff member, reported that 
a person walked past them whom 
they were not familiar with, and 
they suspected marijuana was in 
the person’s possession. Public 
Safety was unable to get an I.D. on 
the suspect, and the investigation 
was inconclusive. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

On Saturday, Jan. 11, David 
Bird, a reporter for the Wall Street 
Journal, went for a walk on a trail 
near his home in Millington, N.J. 
He never made it back home and 
his family, friends, volunteers and 
authorities are still searching for 
the Rider grad.

Bird received his degree in jour-
nalism from Rider in 1980 and has 
since been a writer for the Times of 
Trenton and most recently for the 
WSJ where he covered energy and 
oil and was a “longtime member 
of the Dow Jones newsroom,” 
managing editor of WSJ said to 

CNN. The 55-year-old participated 
in the New York marathon last year 
and is known to go on many hikes 
throughout Long Hill Township, 
despite having received a liver 
transplant, according to an article 
from nj.com. Because of Bird’s liver 
transplant, he is required to take 
medication twice a day, something 
that has been troubling his family 
since his disappearance, according 
to an article from cnn.com.

Hundreds of people have 
been involved in the search Bird, 
including his wife and two chil-
dren. A prayer service was held 

for him on Feb. 1 at the First 
Presbyterian Church of Stirling. 
Currently, the Long Hill Township 
Police Department and the FBI are 
involved with the investigation.

Longtime board member Harry Gamble dies at 83

Reporter David Bird, ‘80, missing almost a month
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and students. Through our shared efforts, we have 
made significant contributions to Rider’s institutional 
progress, both advancing the university’s strengths and 
confronting its challenges.”

As Rozanski faces his final year at Rider, and the 
process of  finding a new president begins, he has faith 
in the university’s continued growth and success. 

“Rider deserves new leadership to work with the 
board of  trustees and the university community to 
shape a new and compelling vision for Rider’s future,” 
Rozanski said. “In the meantime, I look forward to 
continuing our work together as we complete the 
important tasks still remaining and ensure a smooth 
leadership transition.

 “I have every confidence that Rider will attract an 
outstanding new leader who will continue this impor-
tant work.”

Accomplishments
Under Rozanski’s tenure, much of  Rider’s archi-

tecture has been updated, including renovations to 
Memorial Hall and the Bart Luedeke Center Theater, 
and improvements in athletics facilities. The Marion 
Buckelew Cullen Center on the Westminster Campus, 
North Hall, West Village and the Student Recreation 
Center, as well as the turf  field and the tri-generation 
project, came under Rozanski’s term.

Rozanski’s other initiatives have won praise from 
the entire community. 

“Dr. Rozanski has been a wonderful asset to Rider 
University,” Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell 
said. “Since 2003 we’ve spent over $125 million on the 
infrastructure to improve our plant, which has made 
our campus more competitive, and given us the facili-
ties we need to teach the kinds of  curriculum that we 
teach, as well as be able to provide students in resi-
dence halls better living areas and better recreational 
activities.”

Faculty applaud the improvements that have 
occurred during Rozanski’s tenure. 

“I’m sorry to see him go,” Dr. Joel Phillips, profes-
sor of  composition and music theater, said. “I think 
he has put an excellent face on the institution during 
his tenure. He has a charismatic personality that has 
served us very well.”

“I think his greatest strength is that he recog-
nized that you need to invest in a university to keep 
it vibrant — to make it an environment in which 
students and faculty want to spend their days,” 
Dr. Pamela Brown, chair of  the Department of  
Communication and Journalism, said. “The contrast 
before he came and after is enormous.” 

Helping to renew the look and feel of  the campus 
is just one of  many of  Rozanski’s accomplishments, 
according to Campbell. 

“Under his leadership we have grown our inter-
national programs, we have found the solution to 
the Westminster-Lawrenceville dilemma in terms of  
making it work,” Campbell said. “By creating the 
Westminster College of  the Arts we were able to cre-
ate a vibrant new college for the campus. And every-
body can see that our Musical Theater Department 
has grown in leaps and bounds.”

International partnerships have grown with Sanda 
University in China, which offers a master of  interna-
tional business degree, and through an MBA partner-
ship with the Centre d’Etudes Franco-Americain de 
Management in Lyon, France.

Rozanski has also worked to gain national recogni-
tion for Rider, not only for the College of  Business 
Administration and the School of  Education, but also 
for Rider’s environmental efforts.

 “Currently Rider continues to be rated among the 
top 7% of  green universities and colleges in the coun-
try,” said Kristine Brown, media relations director. 

Rozanski emphasized his accomplishments with 
scholarships and graduates. 

“My greatest personal points of  pride are two: 
First, that over the last 10 years, we have been able 
to double to $54 million the amount of  scholarship 
support we provide our students, and second, that I 
have had the privilege of  shaking the hands of  close 
to 13,000 students who have earned an undergradu-
ate or graduate degree on our campuses,” Rozanski 
said. “Frankly, for me, for our faculty and for all 
members of  our community, it’s always been about 
helping our students succeed. That is our proudest 

accomplishment.”

Obstacles
Although his tenure at Rider has been impres-

sive, Rozanski and the university were faced with 
challenges. 

“Our greatest challenge has been the impact of  the 
economic downturn on our community,” Rozanski 
said. “In various ways, it has influenced affordability 
and enrollment for students, precipitated cuts in our 
government funding, and resulted in difficult budget 
adjustments for our institution. We have, of  course, 
worked hard to mitigate some of  the negative impacts 
by doubling student scholarship support since 2003, 
by persuading the government to restore TAG funding 
for students, and by working collaboratively to over-
come difficult budget challenges.”

His presidency also had to work through the drink-
ing death of  a student on the Lawrenecville campus, 
which resulted in tighter alcohol policies; the heroin 
death of  a WCC student; a norovirus outbreak; and 
the ravages of  Hurricane Sandy.

Future Initiatives
Although Rozanski announced his retirement on 

Jan. 29, he still has a “to-do” list before he officially 
leaves. 

Academically, he is committed to the development 
of  new undergraduate and graduate programs. Last 
fall, the criminal justice major was launched as was 
the master of  arts in business communication. This 
year the College of  Business Administration is in the 
process of  developing several new programs.

“From a fundraising perspective, my priorities are 
to increase scholarship support for our students and 
to make significant progress in our various facilities 
campaigns including the renovation of  Alumni Gym 
at Lawrenceville and the Playhouse at Princeton,” 
Rozanski said. “We’ve worked hard to promote the 
importance of  philanthropy with our donor base, 
which is comprised of  trustees, alumni, parents, 
friends, our own faculty and staff  as well as the corpo-
rate and foundation community.”

Progress in fundraising has been impressive, the 
university’s website says. 

“In the 2013 fiscal year alone, Rider raised more 
than $14 million in cash from gifts, bequests and other 
means of  philanthropic support, representing a 78% 
increase from the previous record high,” according to 
the website.

Lastly, Rozanski plans on focusing on an important 
historical milestone.

“Our 150th   anniversary celebration will provide 
Rider a tremendous opportunity to celebrate our 
history together, and give me numerous opportuni-
ties to thank our faculty, students, staff, administrators 
and those in our external communities, especially our 
many dedicated alumni,” he said. 

Early Years
Son of  two holocaust survivors, Rozanski was born 

in Lodz, Poland, and moved to several different coun-
tries while growing up. He received his B.A. in history 
from McGill University in Canada, then continued 
on to earn his Ph.D. in Chinese history and Chinese-
American relations at the University of  Pennsylvania. 

Prior to Rider, he served as president of  the 
University of  Guelph in Ontario, Canada, until 
2003,  where he “presided over two successful capital 
campaigns that exceeded $100 million and increased 
Guelph’s endowment by 300%,” the Rider website 
said.

Rozanski has served on numerous boards, for 
such organizations as The Hun School of  Princeton, 
The Princeton Health Care System, the Mid-
Jersey Chamber of  Commerce, The Association of  
Independent Colleges and Universities of  New Jersey, 
the Jewish Federation of  Princeton Mercer Bucks and 
the New Jersey Presidents’ Council.

Retirement and Beyond
During retirement, Rozanski and his wife, Bonnie, 

plan on moving to Philadelphia, the city where they 
met. He looks forward to travel, recreation and time 
with their son and grandchildren. 

Many have seen a big difference in Rider during 
Rozanski’s presidency, through the good and the bad. 

“He will be remembered as a leader that took us 
forward into the new century and a leader that had 
vision to help us adapt to the changing technologies,” 
Campbell said. 

Rozanski
CONT’D FROM P. 1

North Hall 
built, 2011

Memorial Hall 
renovated, 2013

Tri-Generation 
Plant, expected 2014

Ben Cohen Turf 
field added, 2010

Ziegler 
& Hill suites 
added, 2005

Dean of 
Students residence 

acquired, 2011

Moore Hall 
built, 2005

Student 
Recreation Center 

built, 2005

Two-story Arts addition to 
Bart Luedeke Center, 2011

Indoor practice 
facility, 2014

Sonny Pittaro  
Baseball Field 
added, 2005

Mercer Room 
in Daly’s added, 

2007

Baseball field became 
Daly Intramural Fields, 

2005

West Village
townhouses
built, 2009

Rider Rock 
added, 2006

Herb & Joan Young 
Softball Field 
added, 2008

All of the above structures have been installed under Rozanski’s presidency. Not pictured are the Cullen Center which is expecting comple-
tion in 2014 and the parking lot at Westminster in 2012.
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By Rachel Stengel

S INCE last year, the School of  
Liberal Arts and Sciences (SLAS) 
has been providing scholar-
ships of  up to $500 for students 

registered for unpaid internships for 
credit. 

Applicants must be either juniors 
or seniors, and have at least a 2.75 
GPA. 

“The whole idea is that you’re 
making an investment in yourself  
with an internship, and you’re hoping 
that the time and the money you put 
into the internship now will pay off  
in the end,” Moore said. “Students 
are investing a lot of  time and money 

into these internships, so we hope this 
will encourage more people to seek 
internships.”

More than 15 students have been 
awarded this scholarship and most 
have received the full $500, Moore 
said. In order to apply, students must 
fill out an application, which can be 
picked up outside Moore’s office or 
found online. Recipients are selected 
three times during the year when a 
committee meets. The next meeting 
is Feb. 25.

Senior public relations major Katie 
Monti was awarded a $350 scholar-
ship for her marketing internship at a 
start-up tech company called Purzue 

located about 45 minutes from Rider. 
“I was very grateful for the schol-

arship because my internship was 
unpaid and the commute back and 
forth to the office got quite expensive,” 
Monti said. “The scholarship is a 
great idea. It gives students an incen-
tive to work hard at their internships, 
where they are putting in many hours 
with no compensation.”

According to Moore, it was CLAES 
Dean Patricia Mosto’s vision to create 
this scholarship opportunity. 

“She wanted it as a way to help 
students feel supported while getting 
internships,” Moore said. “It was her 
way of  giving back to students who 

were willing to make that invest-
ment.”  

Shauna Scarano, a senior market-
ing major, used her $500 scholarship 
to commute to New York for her 
internship at a public relations firm. 
She said she was grateful for the help 
from Rider and she understands the 
benefits of  an internship.

“It was a process to apply, but 
nothing worthwhile comes too easily,” 
Scarano said. “You have to work for 
what you want and hope that the 
risks you took along the way result in 
greater rewards.”

Commuting to an unpaid internship? Here’s $$$

By Maheen Ahmed

THE Grand Bank of  Hamilton has presented a 
$50,000 grant to Rider for the formation of  an 
Entrepreneurship Program designed for veterans 
interested in starting or expanding their own 

business. 
The academic program will begin this summer on 

the university’s campus and will last for a period of  
seven weeks. It will be completely free of  charge for 
any veterans who are eligible.  

“Grand Bank and the College of  Business 
Administration (CBA) have a longstanding relation-
ship,” said Dr. Steven Lorenzet, Dean of  CBA at 
Rider. “When Mark Walters, president of  Grand 
Bank, and a Rider alumnus contacted us with an 
interest in providing a training program for veterans, 
we thought it was a great idea.”

Lorenzet explained that the program would give 
veterans the opportunity to learn how to launch a new 
business, grow an existing business, or apply for bank 
funding.  

“They will gain an understanding of  business 
strategy, general accounting principles, and market 
research,” he said. “The teaching will primarily be 
conducted by entrepreneurial studies faculty mem-
bers, but will also include teaching conducted by an 
accounting faculty member and a business librarian.”

Others agree that this program is something that is 
needed. 

“There’s a very strong need and desire for this type 
of  program because not all veterans want to go in and 
work for a company after the end of  their time and 
service,” said Russel Melville, director of  Veterans 
Affairs at Rider. “The opportunity to do a program 

that offers you the ability to start your own business is 
very much in demand by veterans.” 

Jonathan Bowker, a veteran at Rider, however, 
believes that more effort should be made in bringing 
veterans to colleges and universities to attain degrees.  

“Programs like this are good, but schools, not nec-
essarily Rider per se, could be doing more to provide 
veterans with opportunities for a real education and 
degree, not a certificate,” he said. “Honestly, if  the 
money that goes to this program went to providing 
scholarships for veterans, or something along those 
lines to bring more people to campus, I would be a 
little happier.”

The Veteran Entrepreneurship Program registra-
tion will begin in mid-February and further informa-
tion will be available soon on Rider’s website.

$50k Entrepeneurship Program to aid veterans’ start-ups

By Samantha Crawford

WHEN junior Matthew Howell went to 
Washington for the fall semester, he knew he 
would get closer to the inner workings of  the 
federal government. He just didn’t know how 

close.
“I spent time with Debo [Adegbile],” he said. 

“Senator [Patrick] Leahy showed me his family pic-
tures. He spent real time with me.”

Adegbile is now President Obama’s nominee 
to head the Civil Rights Division of  the Justice 
Department. He is controversial because he once 
represented convicted cop-killer Mumia Abu-Jamal. 
Leahy, Democrat of  Vermont and chair of  the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, is the most senior member of  
the Senate, having served since 1975. H e is now third 
in line to succeed to the presidency, after the vice 
president and the speaker of  the House.

“It was amazing to have this opportunity,” Howell 
said. “It felt great to be a part of  something bigger 
than myself.”

Howell is a political science major from 
Flemington, N.J., who participated in the Washington 
Semester Program offered at American University. 

Six Rider students have completed the program 
thus far. Currently, a seventh student is participating.

Students have not only learned “about the institu-
tions and actors who run the nation, but will also build 
upon their existing social networks by making lifelong 
friends from around the nation and globe,” said Dr. 
Michael Brogan, assistant professor of  political sci-
ence. “These relationships will help students not only 
in the near-term, but also as they progress in their 
careers as they keep in contact with other program 
alumni.” 

Howell gathered materials and research to assist 
nominees to possible judicial positions who were 
appearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee.

Howell holds high respect for Adegbile for his cour-
age to stand up for controversial issues that are impor-
tant to him. Some would not sacrifice themselves 

for Mumia Abu-Jamal’s case and the defense of  the 
Voting Rights Act in the South. Howell was inspired 
because Adegbile didn’t care about monetary contri-
butions, only the cause itself. 

When he interned for Leahy, chair of  the Judiciary 
Committee, the senator was very friendly to Howell 
and had genuine conversations with him. The sena-
tor even mentioned his Hollywood appearance in The 
Dark Knight with the infamous Joker. 

Howell said he has not only learned about politi-
cal science in relation to real-world politics, but also 
attained insights into the kind of  person he wants to 
be. Adegbile and Leahy were not like others Howell 

has interned with before. They reinforced the idea 
to be kind and sincere to those surrounding them, 
whether or not they are on their social or economic 
level.

The Washington Semester Program gave Howell so 
much beyond what a book could, he said. It made him 
realize what kind of  person he wants to be. 

For more info about the Washington Semester 
Program, visit http://www.rider.edu/academics/colleges-
schools/claes/liberal-arts-programs/political-science/
washington-semester-program

Matthew Howell, left, a junior political science major, interns with Senator Patrick Leahy in Washington, D.C.

On Capitol Hill, intern finds warm welcome
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February
06 Keynote Speaker: Bruce George
 7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
  Bruce George is the co-founder of HBO’s Def Poetry Jam. As a Peabody Award 

Winner he is a visionary, executive producer, writer, poet and activist. 

10 Film Screening - Django Unchained
 7 p.m., Memorial Hall, Room TBD
  Set in the South two years before the Civil War, Django is a slave whose brutal 

history with his former owners lands him face-to-face with German-born 
bounty hunter Dr. King Schultz, who helps him rescue his wife from a brutal 
Mississippi plantation owner.

 Director: Quentin Tarantino
 Stars: Jamie Foxx, Christoph Waltz, Leonardo DiCaprio

11 Black History Month Jeopardy
 7 p.m., North Hall, Room 129
 Test your knowledge of African American history through a friendly quiz game. 

13 Discussion of the Willie Lynch Letter
 7 p.m., North Hall, Room 129
  We will explore the history of the Willie Lynch letters and its impact on slavery 

in the United States.

18 Black History Month Talent Show
 7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
  The Black History Month talent show will be a night of singing, dancing, poetry 

and other forms of entertainment. This is an event that will be co-sponsored 
with the Front Row Step Team.

20 Greek Organizations Round Table 
 7 p.m., Sweigart Auditorium
  Join us in a round table discussion with the Divine Nine Greek Organizations 

as they discuss the history of their organizations as well as changes seen in 
the last century.

21 Martin Luther King Day of Service
 For more information, contact Jane Sanchez at jsanchez@rider.edu.

23 Gospel Fest 
 5 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room 
 Enjoy an evening of praise, music and worship. 

25 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.   
 “I Have a Dream” Speech Competition
 7 p.m., Mercer Room
  Students will present their own “I Have a Dream” speeches in a variety of 

creative ways in regards to civil rights. 

26 Film Screening - Lee Daniels’ The Butler
 7 p.m., Memorial Hall, Room TBD
  As Cecil Gaines serves eight presidents during his tenure as a butler at the 

White House, the civil rights movement, Vietnam, and other major events 
affect this man’s life, family and American society.

 Director: Lee Daniels
 Stars: Forest Whitaker, Oprah Winfrey, John Cusack

Unity + Diversity = University 
Office of Multicultural Affairs / 609-895-5781

BLACK STUDENT UNION
PRESENTS

Reflecting on the Past  

and Building for the Future
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Student studies Asian culture in semester abroad
By Emily Klingman

TAKING a semester away from Rider, Luke 
Sharpkes spent his fall semester abroad, traversing 
the exotic and diverse country of  Japan.

Sharples, a junior global studies major, spent 
the fall semester immersing himself  in the culture of  
Japan at Ritsumeikan Asian Pacific University (APU) 
located on the southern island of  Kyushu.

 “I had always wanted to visit Asia at some point,” 
he said. “I’m originally from the U.K., and I could 
have decided to go there and pick the easy option, but 
I decided to go with something a bit more difficult and 
outside of  my comfort zone.”

Some of  the courses he took were classes in 
Japanese and Asian culture, politics, and even a course 
on tea ceremonies.

These classes are typical of  students who spend a 
semester in Japan.

“When students study abroad in Japan they can 
take intensive Japanese language classes and leave 
Japan feeling confident in their new language skills,” 

said Kim Cameron, assistant director of  the Center 
for International Education. “Students can study in 
the heart of  Tokyo and experience all the country has 
to offer.”

APU’s student body was a mix of  both interna-
tional students and students native to the country, 
which appealed to him. One of  his favorite parts of  
the trip was meeting so many different people. 

“I think I’ve met people from literally every single 
continent now,” he said.

The hardest adjustment that he had to make was 
getting comfortable with the language barrier. 

“I wasn’t surrounded by my native language,” he 
said. “I had to get used to the idea that I couldn’t read 
the street signs, that I couldn’t converse with people 
easily.”

The one life lesson he took away from his study 
abroad experience was on a card from his mother 
before he left.

 “She wasn’t able to see me off, but she left me a 
card to read, which read, ‘Do the thing you think you 

cannot do,’” Sharples said. “That was something I 
tried to take to heart while I was over there and when 
I got back.”

While abroad, it seemed this lesson stuck with him, 
as he and his friends took a spontaneous week-long 
trip to Tokyo. Also, he became involved in multiple 
clubs, including kickboxing and aikido.

“I’ve practiced martial arts for a few years, so I 
wanted to try it in the country famous for it,” he said. 
“I competed in an amature kickboxing competition, 
but unfortunately lost. Still, it was definitely worth-
while to just to say I had done it.”

From Tokyo to competitions, Sharples took full 
advanage of  his mother’s advice and the opportunities 
he had in Japan. 

“The entire thing that will stick with me for the rest 
of  my life,” Sharples said. “It was an amazing oppor-
tunity that not many are given and even fewer follow 
through on.” 

Choir gets a Grammy nomination
By Nicole Cortese

SITTING a few rows away from Steve 
Martin and listening to master of  
ceremonies Cyndi Lauper dur-
ing the ceremony before the 56th 

annual Grammy Awards broadcast, 
James Jordan, conductor of  the West-
minster Williamson Voices  eagerly 
awaited the announcement of  the win-
ner for Best Choral Performance at the 
Nokia Theater on Jan. 26.  

Conducted by Jordan, the ensem-
ble’s rendition of  James Whitbourn’s 
Annelies was the first Grammy nomina-
tion for the Westminster Williamson 
Voices and Jordan. They were compet-
ing against four professional European 
choirs.

“This is a really great honor for 
Westminster and Rider to have one of  
our ensembles recognized in this way, 
especially since the awards are pre-
sented by our musical peers, who really 
appreciate the dedication and talent 
that go into such a recording,” Anne 
Sears, director of  external affairs at 
Westminster Choir College (WCC), said.

Placed in the classical genre, the 
Grammy was awarded to the Estonian 
Philharmonic Chamber Choir for the 
recording of  Arvo Pärt’s Adam’s Lament. 
The other nominees included the 
London Philharmonic Choir and the  
London Symphony Chorus for Berlioz: 
Grande Messe Des Morts; The Sixteen 
for Palestrina: Volume 3; and the BBC 
National Chorus of  Wales and the BBC 
National Orchestra of  Wales for Parry: 
Works for Chorus and Orchestra.

Jordan, who has taught at WCC for 
23 years and has been recognized on an 
international level on several occasions 
for many of  his achievements, finds the 
entire experience surreal.

“These are rare things in the clas-
sical music world, and because of  the 
rarity, it is quite an honor and distinc-
tion for our school and this choir,” 
Jordan said. “This places the choir on a 
world stage and is a great tribute to our 
university and the quality of  teaching 
and level of  performance that exists 
here.”

Annelies is a 60-minute work com-
posed of  texts taken directly from 
The Diary of  Anne Frank by Melanie 
Challenger. It features soprano Arianna 
Zukerman, clarinetist Bharat Chandr 
and The Lincoln Trio from Chicago, 
which includes violinist Desiree 
Ruhstrat, cellist David Cunliffe and 
pianist Marta Aznavoorian.

Jordan explained the process that 
goes into the nomination. 

“The record is submitted by the 
record label,” Jordan said. “In this, 
Naxos, the largest classical music label 
in the world, submitted the recording 

for consideration by the Recording 
Academy.”

Annelies has a special significance for 
Jordan, who has been living with this 
work for 20 years and has championed 
it.

“The composer is a longtime 
friend of  the choir and WCC,” Jordan 
said. “The Williamson Voices had 
recorded a previous CD, Living Voices, of  
Whitbourn’s music, also on the Naxos 
label.”

Whitbourn – a British artist, conduc-
tor and former composer-in-residence 
at WCC – developed a new program 
at Oxford University last summer for 
WCC and Rider University named The 
Choral Music Institute at Oxford. The 
Williamson Voices will be the ensemble 
where conductors from around the 
world come together to conduct and 
attend lectures with Oxford faculty.

“Because the choir is an ensemble 
that sings together throughout the year, 

conductors can experience a level of  
artistry and human connection unlike 
any other program in the world for the 
training of  conductors,” Jordan said.

Although this is the first nomina-
tion for the Williamson Voices, it is not 
WCC’s first Grammy nomination.

“The Westminster Symphonic Choir 
has been nominated for two Grammys: 
Haydn’s Lord Nelson Mass with 
Leonard Bernstein and the New York 
Philharmonic [in 1977], and Berlioz’s 
Romeo et Juliette with Riccardo Muti and 
the Philharmonia Orchestra [in 1986],” 
Sears said. “This is the first time that a 
Westminster ensemble and its conduc-
tor have been nominated not as part of  
an orchestral recording.”

The Westminster Williamson Voices 
is composed of  sophomores, juniors, 
seniors and graduate students who 
auditioned for a spot. Sears hopes 
that this experience will continue to 
inspire WCC students in their future 
endeavors. 

On April 26, the Williamson Voices 
will perform at Alice Tully Hall in 
Lincoln Center in New York. The 
performance will reunite everyone from 
the Grammy-nominated CD for one 
night only. 

 “This is an enormous honor for 
both Westminster Choir College and 
Rider University because it shows the 
world the quality of  teaching that is 
done day in and day out by a deeply 
gifted faculty,” Jordan said. “There is 
reason here for us all to celebrate. This 
puts our school on a world stage with 
the finest choirs in the world — a stun-
ning achievement by our students.”

Westminster Choir College’s Williamson Voices was nominated for Best Choral Performance at this 
year’s 56th annual Grammy Awards.
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Performers junior Rory Connolly, left, and sophomore Peter Petrino audition for the judges with their rendition of “Hallelujah” for 
Rider’s third season of the R Factor. The finale will take place Feb.22 in the Yvonne Theater at 8 p.m.
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From left, sophomore Hannah Bass, junior Jennifer Smolyn, sophomore Rachel Nangle and sophomore 
Elizabeth Urban spent Feb. 1 at Jack Frost Mountain for a day of skiing. M
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Winter Weekend extended into Feb. 3 with a snow day, allowing students an extra 
day of relaxation and fun in the snow. 

Rider welcomes a lively winter wonderland weekend

Alumni the beautiful
By Nicole Cortese

PRIOR to the start of  America’s big 
game, the New Jersey Youth Cho-
rus (NJYC) performed alongside 
actress and singer Queen Latifah 

at MetLife Stadium in East Rutherford, 
N.J. for her rendition of  “America the 
Beautiful.” The chorus, based in Mor-
ristown, N.J. was conducted by West-
minster Choir College graduate, founder 
and artistic director of  the NJYC, Trish 
Joyce, ’85, and accompanied by Phillip 
Steffani, ’00.

Latifah personally invited the chorus 
by a Skype feed during a taping of  her 
talk show. They had the opportunity 
to not only perform at the Super Bowl, 
but on Super Bowl Boulevard in New 
York, leading up to Sunday.

“I thought she was kidding when she 

explained they’d love to have the choir 
sing ‘America the Beautiful’,” Joyce 
said.

Joyce was contacted by Latifah’s 
team and was chosen from several other 
choirs they found around the web.

Out of  the top three, Latifah 
ultimately chose the NJYC, and Joyce 
received a phone call that the chorus 
had been selected. 

“I just picked one that I thought 
would be cool,” Latifah said to CBS 
New York about her choice. “Really 
bringing the song across the way I 
wanted to perform it and I thought 
their voices would fit perfectly.”

Joyce eagerly accepted before the 
woman could even finish her sentence, 
and then began the challenge of  keep-
ing the secret from the kids and parents, 

since Latifah’s performance was not 
yet announced. In order to prepare for 
this performance Joyce had to compile 
bits and pieces of  what was expected. 
“It was the quickest turn around ever,” 

Joyce said. “I got the instrumental track 
for what they wanted leading up to it. 
Little changes were made [that day] 
and I finished writing it before Queen 
Latifah Skyped with the chorus.” 

The New Jersey Youth Chorus prepared and performed its rendition of  “America the Beautiful” in 
about a week’s time  alongside Queen Latifah before the national anthem at the Super Bowl. 

By Tara DeLorenzo

RIDER University’s Winter Weekend kicked off  the spring term, 
heating up what has started as a frigid semester.

From Jan. 31-Feb. 2, students were given a multitude of  
activities to choose from, ranging from skiing to game shows 

to watching Super Bowl XLVIII.
On Jan. 31, students were encouraged to come on down to the 

stage in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) Theater for Rider’s version 
of  The Price is Right, presented by the Recreation Programs. This 
event brought contestants all the way to the showcase showdown, 
where students competed for various prizes including food items, a 
Nike+ sportswatch, a 32-inch TV, Rider gear and an iPad.

“When we were called down, we had to bid on how much we 
thought the item that was shown on the screen was,” said Gabrielle 
DiSalvo, senior TV and radio major. “I was shown a picture of  
three board games, and they told me to write down how much I 
thought they all cost together. It was something different from what 
has been on campus in the past, and I thought it was a neat experi-
ence. I would love to do it again, but, hopefully, I would make it up 
on stage next time.”

Events got cooler for Feb. 1, when students woke up bright and 
early to head to Jack Frost Mountain for a skiing and snowboarding 
trip. There, students were able to spend a day in the snow. 

“It definitely made the start of  the semester better,” Jen Smolyn, 
junior secondary education major, said. “It was nice to have fun 
before classes started. The best part for me was learning to ski and 
spending the day with friends.”

Additionally, that afternoon, the Student Recreation Center 
(SRC) featured the Unified Sports Basketball League Kick Off  with 
the Special Olympics, allowing participants to meet up with their 
teammates for the first time. This began preparations for the five-
week program, which lets students participate with and encourage 
members of  the Special Olympics. 

Feb. 1 also opened up season three of  the R Factor, bringing 

contestants to the Yvonne Theater stage to audition. The 23 par-
ticipants, a mix of  both group and solo acts, lined up for their try 
to advance to the next round of  competition, which will take place 
Feb. 22.  

“I think the event was a great way to showcase the talent that we 
have at Rider,” Kim Knox, junior secondary education major, said. 
“It was a fun time and I really did enjoy it. It was surprising to see 
how many people here can sing really well.”

Feb. 2 was the Super Bowl viewing party, where students gath-
ered in the SRC lobby to watch the Seattle Seahawks defeat the 
Denver Broncos 43-8. With pizza, wings and giveaways, the party 
not only closed the NFL season, but also Winter Weekend.

“It was a great atmosphere to watch the Super Bowl,” Joe 
D’Amato, junior elementary education major, said. “What more 
could I have asked for: football, food, and friends.” 

With activities like these, Winter Weekend was counted as an 
eventful kick-off  to the spring term, leaving students excited for the 
semester ahead. 
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Pay increase 
doesn’t add up 
AS college students, it’s fairly 

stereotypical that we’re tight 
on cash — and guess what,  
most of  us are. Consequently, 

the majority of  us work hard for 
the money that we make and put it 
toward the things we need. 

Back in November, New Jersey 
voters approved an increase in the 
minimum wage from $7.25 to $8.25 
an hour. This is a great way for any 
student who makes minimum wage 
— and many who work on campus 
since many were paid $7.25. Even 
though an extra dollar an hour may 
not seem like much, every penny 
counts. Many of  us would know how 
to make that small bonus go a long 
way. 

Unfortunately, for student work-
ers at Rider on campus, they’re not 
going to be seeing that extra money. 
The pay rate will go up a dollar to 
$8.25, and proportionately more for 
those previously paid at levels above 
the minimum. However, Rider plans 
to cut student hours so no one will 
make more money than he or she 
already does. Students will continue 
to make the same total amount 
of  money but work fewer hours. 
Technically, students aren’t losing 
any money, but they’re not gaining 
any either.  

According to a message from the 
Office of  Disbursements, the extra 
money that would be needed to 
fund the pay increase isn’t available 
because of  the tight budget Rider 
has this year. The message states, 
“Unfortunately, due to the universi-
ty’s current financial circumstances, 
the additional $270,000 necessary to 
both increase hourly rates as a result 
of  the change in minimum wage 
and to maintain the same number 
of  hours cannot be funded by the 
operating budget.”

It’s understandable that the 
budget is extremely tight this year — 
we’ve seen that in the recent tighten-
ing of  class sections. However, it’s 
unfortunate that hardworking stu-
dents have to suffer. It wasn’t much 
of  a pay increase — not nearly the 
$10.10 an hour President Obama is 
calling for as a national minimum 
wage. 

There are different ways to go 
about increasing pay, and taking 
away students’ hours isn’t the right 
way to go about it. Neighboring 
schools TCNJ, Monmouth and 
Fairleigh Dickenson aren’t cutting 
the hours of  their student workers; 
they’re raising pay and keeping the 
same hours. Rider should take note.

Countries all over the world pay 
workers more in terms of  mini-
mum wage than the United States. 
According to a study by buisnessin-
sider.com, Australia leads countries 
around the world with a minimum 
wage that converts to $16.88. Six 
other industrialized countries also 
top $7.25 an hour, even though the 
U.S. economy is by far the largest in 
the world. Students in the expensive 
East Coast may find little comfort in 
knowing our minimum wage beats 
Poland’s $2.83, Russia’s 97 cents and 
Sierra Leone’s sad 3 cents per hour.

The cut in hours could result in 
students quitting their on-campus 
jobs and looking for ones off  campus 
that offer them more hours and 
more money than Rider does.

If  their hours stayed the same, 
some students wouldn’t even have to 
seek jobs off  campus, since it’s more 
convenient to have them on-campus. 
Not to mention students wouldn’t 
have to juggle multiple jobs to 
ensure that they have enough money 
to pay for their day-to-day expenses.

Some student jobs require more 
work than others, and some already 
are not being fully paid for all the 
work they do. For certain jobs, stu-
dents simply have to sit around and 
only help someone when it’s needed. 
For others, they work more than 
their allotted number of  hours a 
week. Ideally, a new pay scale should 
be created in which students get paid 
based on what job they do and how 
much work is actually done, but the 
least that can be done is pay students 
the money they deserve.  

Ultimately, there’s not much we 
can do about the situation until the 
budget is sorted out. There isn’t 
enough money to pay everyone for 
the normal hours that they work. 
However, next year, Rider can sort 
out the budget and give the student 
workers their hours back and the 
pay increases that they so rightfully 
deserve. 
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I HAVE been teaching at Rider for 37 
years and enjoyed every minute of  
it. My greatest happiness in life is 
showing young people how enjoyable 

and meaningful it is to live the life of  
the mind. No matter what your major 
is, it’s amazing how your life can be 
enhanced by learning about all of  the 
liberal arts and sciences, which includes 

appreciation of  literature, music, the-
ater, dance and the visual arts. It also 
includes an understanding of  the differ-
ent languages and cultures of  the world, 
and the perspectives of  history that 
enable us to step out of  our minuscule 
points in space and time. 

It gives us the ability to lovingly 
and carefully observe the wonders of  

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Old SLAS core works, 
philosophy prof says

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Danielle Gittleman. 

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now  
cheaper for everyone.

Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  
meetings and more.
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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Fracking does more environmental harm than good 
THE term fracking has been a word used a lot in 

the news lately. But do you really know all that is 
involved in the complicated process? According 
to wilderness.org, fracking, otherwise known as 

hydraulic fracturing, is the process of  removing natural 
gas by drilling deep into the Earth. The drilling is done 
with a combination of  water, sand and chemicals that 
breaks apart the shale rock below to release the gas. It 
seems like a simple process, and just the solution we 
need to eliminate coal and oil, correct? Well, not quite. 

Unfortunately, the necessary environmental stan-
dards are not in place to regulate fracking practices, 
leading to dangerous consequences. Because of  the 
pressure of  the procedure, gas wells have been known 
to crack, allowing the chemicals to leak into the local 
groundwater supply. The wastewater from completed 
procedures can also leak into local rivers and pose 
a dangerous threat to wildlife because of  the con-
taminants it contains. The most severe drawback to 

fracking is that the chemicals used in the process are 
dangerous, with some known to cause cancer. Also, 
federal regulations don’t require companies to reveal 
what is in their fracking fluids, preventing us from 
knowing what is being leaked into our groundwater. 

In his documentary film Gasland, the director, Josh 
Fox, stands up to the natural gas company that tried 
to lease his land for fracking, while also revealing 
the stories of  others around America who have been 
affected by fracking. Fox travels across the country, 
but finds the same problems in each location where 
fracking has occurred. Some of  the troubles included 
health problems, discolored and dirty water, and even 
a water tap that could be set on fire. In response to his 
attack, the natural gas industry created a short film to 
“expose” Fox, ultimately trying to prove that fracking 
is a safe practice. However, Fox and HBO rebutted 
with Gasland II to further investigate the flaws of  the 
natural gas industry. Gasland II explains how fracking 

is one of  the most significant environmental issues fac-
ing our nation in a battle of  business versus people. 

Although fracking is not currently practiced in New 
Jersey, Gov. Chris Christie has allowed fracking waste-
water into New Jersey to be treated and disposed of. If  
this water is not fully decontaminated or leaks before 
treatment, our water systems can become compro-
mised. To learn what you can do and hear more about 
how fracking affects our Earth, come see Gasland II on 
Feb. 11 or Feb. 12 in Sweigart 115 at 7 p.m. A brief  
discussion will follow the film. All films in the Rider 
Green Film Series are free and open to the public.

-Stephanie Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Opinion

 FACE-OFF

 Technology in class: Distraction or helpful?
AS people grow through time, they also grow 

with technology. Classrooms in high schools 
and across college campuses are integrating 
more computer usage. Textbook compa-

nies such as Chegg are now promoting the use of  
electronic textbooks. Technology has spilled over into 
student activities as well, as more students in lecture 
halls can be seen toting around their laptops and tab-
lets. Because the world is evolving so rapidly, more of  
us should consider the use of  laptops and tablets as a 
means of  taking notes in class. 

Let’s be honest: Any device with Internet 
capabilities also has the potential of  becoming a 
distraction. However, who’s to say that writing notes 
manually doesn’t pose the same threat? I can glance around and see other students 
drawing in their notebooks, clearly distracted and disregarding the professor. Even 
if  I glance down, I occasionally find doodles in my own notebook. While laptops 
or tablets do provide a risk of  distraction, if  one has self-control, then he or she 
doesn’t need to worry. 

People also misplace things all the time. We’re students, and we all have a mil-
lion things running through our minds. If  we rush out of  our rooms or put down 
a notebook in a random spot, it’s easy to leave notes behind. However, how likely 
are we to forget or misplace a $1,500 laptop? If  that laptop holds all of  our notes, 
there is less of  a chance of  losing them than with a binder or notebook. Besides, 
carrying a tablet with all of  my notes is easier on my back than carrying five bind-
ers at once.

For awhile, I was against laptop or tablet usage in class. However, I’m bringing 
my iPad to more classes with me. I even rented an e-textbook for this semester. I 
find myself  typing faster and more accurately now, as opposed to a few months 
ago. I’ve been able to teach myself  that technology is a helpful thing if  we utilize 
it properly and don’t take advantage of  it. Even as an avid blogger and writer, I 
don’t catch myself  tempted by having an iPad in my hands during my classes.

Many students are fearful of  bringing an electronic device into class for taking 
notes. They are afraid of  being distracted by what is in front of  them. However, 
distractions only exist if  we search for them. Self-control is a beautiful thing that 
we all have. We are far less likely to lose our laptops, and if  they hold all of  our 
notes for classes, then we are less likely to need notebooks upon notebooks of  
material. I have began the transition of  taking notes on my iPad and can person-
ally affirm that it’s only as distracting or difficult as I allow it to be. Cutting edge 
technology with amazing possibilities is at our fingertips. If  we can use anything to 
our advantage, why not try?

-Samantha Sawh
Freshman journalism major

Freshman
Samantha Sawh

IMAGINE sitting in class trying to take notes the 
old-fashioned way, with a pen and paper, when 
you quickly become distracted by the person next 
to you typing notes on a laptop. Then, the person 

on the other side of  you is also on his laptop; how-
ever, he’s checking his Twitter feed and updating his 
Facebook status. It can become very overwhelming. 

I don’t believe that using computers is the 
best approach to taking the most thorough notes, 
because it’s a huge distraction. Technology in the 
classroom is becoming more and more prevalent. 
However, I feel like sometimes it can serve as an 
interference even in the digital age we live in.

Many people find that taking notes on their 
laptop or tablet is a lot easier than just writing 
them. There’s no doubt that it’s faster than the traditional way, but the need for 
your fingertips to start typing your favorite time-wasting websites into the address 
bar is almost inevitable. Not only is technology a distraction for those trying to 
type their notes, but wandering eyes are more than likely going to watch you scroll 
through your news feed or timeline instead of  paying attention to what the profes-
sor is saying. I’ve seen students also taking notes on their tablets, and it looks like 
they’re scribbling in a coloring book rather than taking notes as they write using 
their stylus. My eyes can’t look away, but I know I have to if  I want to take the best 
notes I can. 

This may seem nit-picky, but even the smallest things while students are on 
their computers during class can serve as a distraction. Whether it’s hearing a chat 
notification sound on Facebook, hearing laughter from a student reading some-
thing funny, or hearing the volume increase or decrease on a Macbook (that all 
too familiar noise), they are all bothersome. When you’re using your computer for 
your own guilty pleasures, it’s more than obvious to the class and your professor. 
You’re paying all this money to attend these classes so that you can get ahead in 
your prospective field. The least you can do is give your attention and respect to 
the person teaching you and get off  Twitter for just a second.

I’m not suggesting that we all take our notes the old-fashioned way. As I said 
before, I think there are some benefits to using your laptop in class to take your 
notes. However, the negatives certainly outweigh the positives. Technological 
distractions are everywhere, but when you are in a tiny classroom listening to a 
lecture, it can be very easy to get lost in something else. So what I am suggesting 
is that if  you do use your laptop, actually take notes. Try to avoid going on your 
social media sites or looking up funny articles or videos. I know it’s difficult not to 
do that sometimes, but it really distracts you and your classmates from doing our 
best work. 

-J’na Jefferson
Junior journalism major

Junior
J’na Jefferson

the natural world, to learn the delightful precision of  
mathematics and logic, to ponder the deep questions 
of  the meaning of  life and how we should live. Ideally, 
the college experience enables us to acquire the flex-
ibility of  mind to solve the problems of  the present 

with an understanding of  the wisdom of  the past and the imagination to appreciate 
different points of  view.

I am very proud of  the Rider core curriculum, which requires all liberal arts and 
science students to take courses in all of  the main branches of  knowledge, includ-
ing two courses in history, languages, natural and social sciences, and one course in 
literature, art and philosophy. Unfortunately, many universities have eliminated core 
requirements on questionable grounds such as “best practices,” which I’m afraid 
just means “cheapest practices.” 

Rider is currently threatened with what I think is a wrong-headed proposal to 

reduce the history requirement from two courses to one. I think that we must resist 
this trend to weaken the core curriculum so that students will not be short-changed 
and the Rider degree will not lose its value. As long as we offer a strong curriculum 
in which students have the opportunity to learn about all of  the major branches of  
knowledge, we are fulfilling the mission of  Rider, whose apt motto in our current 
economic climate is “In Omnia Paratus,” prepared in all things.  

The reputation of  Rider University will stand or fall based on the quality of  our 
graduates, and our future as an institution of  higher learning depends entirely on 
you. It is an honor for me to be a teacher of  the leaders of  the next generation, and 
I hope that your broad education at Rider will enrich your lives as much as teaching 
you has enriched mine. 

-Dr. Carol Nicholson
Professor of  philosophy

Letter
CONT’D FROM P. 8



10  The Rider News    Feb. 5, 2014

Sports

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Record breakers propel Broncs at TCNJ Dual
By Tom Regan

AFTER a solid performance at the Princeton 
New Year’s Invitational and a strong month in 
January, the Rider men’s and women’s track 
and field team took the TCNJ Dual on Feb. 1 

by storm. The men won 105-66, while the women won 
98-66. 

Going into the season, Head Coach Bob Hamer 
explained how important it was for the women to each 
do their part to help the team.

“We discussed with the women about the impor-
tance of  focusing on their role and successfully fulfill-
ing that role on the team,” Hamer said.

Senior thrower Rhea Phipps of  the women’s squad 
did more than enough to contribute. Phipps won the 
weight throw, breaking the former record held by 

Olympian Jazmine Fenlator, ’07,  with a distance of  
17.98 meters. 

Phipps’s first-place night was one of  many for the 
women. Sophomore sprinter La’tazah Coleman added 
a victory at the 55-meter dash with a time of  7.22 
seconds. Phipps was not the only Bronc to set a record 
that night, as men’s junior thrower George Solujich 
won the shot put with a Rider record of  16.57 meters. 

Several Rider men followed Solujich’s lead. Senior 
distance runner Corey O’Neil won the 3,000-meter 
run at 8:56.64, while senior sprinter Wilvenson 
Baptiste took the 200-meter dash with a time of  22.69 
seconds. 

Freshman sprinter Lamont Higgins placed first 
in the 400-meter at 49.87 seconds, and senior mid-
distance runner Joseph Carlin won the 800-meter at 

1:56.28. The men and women also won the 4x200, 
4x400, and 4x800 relays. Higgins believes that the 
effort he, freshman sprinter Wil Asamoah, Baptiste, 
and junior jumper David Prater put forth in the 4x200 
meter really set the tone for the rest of  the meet.

“The 4x200 relay was important because we didn’t 
lose a relay after that,” Higgins said. “It allowed us to 
finish the meet with a roar.” 

While pleased with the win, Hamer knows that the 
team has some growing to do in order to reach the 
goal of  a conference championship. 

“If  we want to compete for a conference champi-
onship, we must learn to compete and, more impor-
tantly, learn to win,” Hamer said.  “Last night helps in 
that process.”

W O M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Rider tops Jaspers; first-place Iona in sights 
By Carlos Toro

THE women’s basketball team was in 
the driver’s seat on Feb. 1 on the 
road when it defeated Manhattan 
(5-16, 4-8 MAAC) 73-56 in 

Riverdale, N.Y. The Broncs held the 
lead for the majority of  the contest.

Starting the game on the wrong 
side of  a 7-0 run, the Broncs (10-11, 
6-6 MAAC) quickly responded with 
a 7-0 run of  their own. The first half  
was mostly a back-and-forth battle 
between the two teams. The game 
featured seven lead changes in the first 
15 minutes.

With five minutes remaining in the 
first half  and the Broncs down by one, 

Rider sophomore guard Mikal Johnson 
made a layup that would jump-start 
an 11-2 run to close the half. Johnson 
would finish with 12 points and three 
blocks.

Once the second half  began, the 
Broncs continued to ride the momen-
tum from the first half  and never 
looked back, gradually increasing their 
lead for the remainder of  the game.

“We put together a good 40 min-
utes of  basketball and stayed together; 
everyone did their part, which is exactly 
what we need for our team to win,” 
junior guard Kornelija Valiuskyte said. 
“We also played good defense, which 
resulted in some easy transition points 

and also got Manhattan out of  their 
offense.”

Senior guard MyNeshia McKenzie 
finished with 16 points and 10 
rebounds for her 38th career double-
double. Graduate guard Shereen 
Lightbourne finished the game with 12 
points and junior guard Lashay Banks 
had 11 points and eight rebounds. 

Head Coach Lynn Milligan was 
pleased with a conference victory on 
the road.

“It’s February, so we want to be 
playing our best,” Milligan said. “The 
Manhattan game was a step in that 
direction. Road wins are tough in the 
MAAC.”

The Broncs have not won consecu-
tive games since defeating Monmouth 
and St. Peter’s at the beginning of  
January. They will have a chance to 
stop the drought against Iona (19-2, 
12-0 MAAC) who is riding an 18-game 
win streak since Nov. 15. The Broncs 
will then battle Niagara (7-14, 5-7 
MAAC) on Feb. 9 in Alumni Gym.

Valiuskyte looks forward to the high 
level of  competition the Broncs will 
face against the Gaels.

“Iona is a great team and it’s going 
to be a great battle,” Valiuskyte said. 
“Our goal is to protect our home court 
and we will do our best to do that.”
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Freshman guard Jimmie Taylor had 14 points and  two rebounds in a victory over Fairfield on Feb. 3.

W R E S T L I N G

Weekend provides pair of wins
By Matt Burrill

RIDER swept a home double-
header on Feb. 1 in Alumni 
Gym, collecting victories 
over Duke (5-9, 0-3 ACC) 

22-16 and Sacred Heart (2-7, 1-0 
EIWA) 35-9. Six Broncs picked up 
wins in both meets.

The meet against the Blue 
Devils was a back-and-forth 
struggle. Rider (12-5, 4-1 EWL) 
took the first three bouts, but 
Duke bounced back and snagged 
the next three. The Broncs took 
the lead with two victories from 
174-pound redshirt sophomore 
Connor Brennan and 184-pound 
redshirt junior Clint Morrison, but 
Duke quickly struck back, winning 
the 197-pound match. This meant 
Rider’s victory weighed solely on 
the shoulders of  heavyweight red-
shirt sophomore Greg Velasco.

As a heavyweight, Velasco usu-
ally wrestles in the final bout of  
the duel. While some may struggle 
with the pressure, Velasco wel-
comes it.

“I like when it comes down to 

me so I have the pressure on the 
line,” Velasco said. 

With a 19-16 Rider lead, a vic-
tory in the bout for Duke would 
mean three points, thus a tie score, 
and more importantly, an edge 
for Duke in a tiebreaker scenario. 
This is a situation the Broncs know 
all too well, after falling 16-17 
to Boston University (3-7, 1-6 
EIWA).

In a bout that went close to 
three periods, Velasco was able to 
score two crucial points in the final 
30 seconds, giving both him and 
his team a victory. 

“We were fortunate that we 
had some guys step up there at the 
end,” Head Coach Gary Taylor 
said. “Greg looked good; I thought 
he wrestled a very smart match 
and showed a little more of  his 
athleticism.”

After getting off  to a very 
strong start this season, the Broncs 
have cooled off  a little. Since win-
ter break, Rider has put together 
an 8-5 record. The team, however, 
has accomplished several things: it 

has worked its way in and out of  
a top-25 national ranking, helped 
its longtime coach achieve 402 
career victories, and had two play-
ers ranked in the top 25 for their 
respective weight classes: Robert 
Deutsch, 16th at 125 lbs and Curt 
Delia, 20th at 149 lbs.

Though Rider has performed at 
a high level this season, Morrison 
knows that there are many more 
challenges to come.

“We all need to focus on stay-
ing healthy and working hard,” 
Morrison said. “We’ve been wres-
tling tough and need to keep that 
high intensity on the mat.” 

Now entering the season’s final 
stretch, the Broncs have only a 
handful of  opportunities before 
postseason play. Rider gets its 
first opportunity on Feb. 7 when 
it squares off  with longtime 
rival Drexel (4-13, 0-4 CAA) in 
Philadelphia. 

 “We’re going to need our best 
performance,” Velasco said.

M E N ’S  B A S K E T B A L L

Broncs boast three-game win streak
By Thomas Albano and Chris Brooks

FOLLOWING a winter break filled with 
inconsistency, the men’s basketball 
team has finally started to click, 
carrying a three-game win streak 

after its 73-65 victory over Fairfield on 
Feb. 3.

The Broncs (12-9, 8-4 MAAC) were 
led by senior forward Danny Stewart 
who finished with a team-high 18 
points and nine rebounds. Stewart has 
now surpassed Dick Kuchen, ’66, for 
third all-time in total rebounds.

Freshman guard Jimmie Taylor 
added 14 points, while freshman for-
ward Kahlil Thomas totaled 11 points 
and grabbed six boards.

The victory against the Stags (4-19, 
1-11 MAAC) gives Rider wins in five of  
its last seven contests putting them in a 
tie with Quinnipiac (13-8, 8-4 MAAC) 
for third place in the MAAC.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett is 
pleased to see his team starting to hit 
stride in this crucial point of  the season.

“I definitely start to see our team 
coming together,” he said. “We’re 
coming together at the right time and it 
certainly helps to be home and have a 
great crowd behind us tonight.”

Rider now has only eight games 
remaining in the regular season before 
the MAAC Championship on Mar. 6 
in Fairfield, Mass. Four of  those games 
will be against Quinnipiac, Iona and 
Canisius, the top-three teams in the 
conference.

The Broncs begin this eight-game 
stretch Feb. 6 against Marist.

“The league is tough; Every night 
you have to bring it,” Baggett said. 
“This is the time you start trying to 
make your way up the league ladder. 
We just have to find a way to win.”

Former Bronc                            
qualifies for 
Winter Games
By Christopher Brooks

JAZMINE Fenlator, ’07, a former track and field 
star for Rider has qualified for the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia. Fenlator will represent 
the United States as a pilot for the bobsled team. 

Though Fenlator had no experience in bobsled 
during her time as a Bronc, former track and field 
Head Coach Robert Pasquariello urged her to give it a 
try after her graduation. 

During the last year, Fenlator has crossed the 
globe competing in the World Cup and World 
Championship to secure a spot in Sochi. Her hard 
work has finally paid off.

Though the opening ceremonies start on Feb. 6, 
Fenlator and her teammates will be spectators until 
Feb. 18, when the first women’s bobsled heats begin.

Former track and field athlete Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, will repre-
sent Team USA as a bobsled pilot in the Winter Olympics in Sochi.
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Taylor takes down 400th career victory
By Steven Eggert 

IN 1978, a gallon of  gas cost about 63 
cents, the very first cellular phone 
was introduced in Illinois, President 
Jimmy Carter was in office and disco 

was all the rage.
That was also the year that Gary 

Taylor took over the wrestling reins and 
never let go. The founder of  Rider’s 
wrestling program, Barry Burtnett, 
decided to step down after nine seasons 
coaching the team and become a full-
time athletic trainer.

Fast forward to Jan. 17, 2014, an 
Eastern Wrestling League (EWL) match 
against 22nd ranked Bloomsburg. A 
20-16 win made Taylor just the second 
active Division I coach to reach 400 
career wins.

In addition, wins against Duke and 
Sacred Heart on Feb. 1 gave Taylor 
402 career victories at Rider. He trails 
only J Robinson of  the University of  
Minnesota with 413.

“It’s extremely rewarding to help 
him accomplish an amazing task,” said 
former Bronc wrestler and current 
Associate Head Coach John Hangey. 
“To do it at a school like Rider, the way 
that he’s done it, it means a ton and I 
wouldn’t want it to happen to anyone 
else but him.”

Taylor, has coached 12 All-
Americans, 96 conference champion-
ship winners, and 125 wrestlers who 
qualified for the NCAA Tournament.

Along with all the accolades, Taylor 
is a seven-time East Coast Wrestling 
Association (ECWA) Coach of  the 
Year, a 13-time ECWA conference 
champion, and a three-time conference 
runner-up when the Broncs moved to 
the Colonial Athletic Association from 
2002-13.  

Beginnings
Taylor was just a couple years 

removed from starting his coaching 
career as an assistant to Clyde “Red” 
Whitman at East Stroudsburg when he 
was selected as the new head coach at 
Rider.

It is safe to say that in order to main-
tain success and fill the shoes of  a man 
known as “the father of  Rider wres-
tling,” Taylor needed to have incredible 
drive and passion. 

“I wanted to bring national recogni-
tion to Rider University,” Taylor said. 
“There hadn’t been a nationally ranked 
wrestler or team, but I knew exactly 
what I wanted to do. Everyone prob-
ably thought I was half-nuts when I 
first said it, and a lot of  people didn’t 
think it could happen at a small private 
school.”

Taylor wrestled at Greenville High 
School in western Pennsylvania and 
collegiately at Clarion University. He 
then enrolled at East Stroudsburg to get 
his degree and to experience coaching 
wrestling. 

Taylor learned a lot as a wrestler 
and an aspiring coach from men who 
were honored in the National Wrestling 
Hall of  Fame.

“I had a wonderful mentor at East 
Stroudsburg in Clyde Whitman,” 
Taylor said. “What a great opportunity 

it was to work with him in my first 
coaching experience. At Clarion, Bob 
Bubb and Neil Turner were two great 
coaches. They were wonderful role 
models, mentors and coaches, and 
they solidified that coaching is what I 
wanted to do.”

Impact
Taylor has also shown that over 

time, he can maintain national success.
In the Broncs’ first season competing 

in the EWL, they have been ranked in 
the top-25 nationally four times. Most 
recently, the Broncs ranked 24th in the 
first week of  2014.

According to Taylor, there are 
a couple of  key factors to these 
achievements. 

The first is to be able to connect 
with the minds of  the wrestlers. 

His first All-American at Rider, Lou 
DiSerafino, ’80, is a prime example 
of  what can happen when motivating 
wrestlers effectively.   

“Working with Lou, it was getting 
him to understand he had a right to 
be an All-American and to feel he 
was good,” Taylor said. “Whether he 
believed it or not, he proved it, and no 
one could ever say, ‘You can’t be an 
All-American at Rider.’ He ended that 
myth. It was about getting people to 
believe they can get to that next level.”

Whether it is 1980 or 2014, Taylor 

has impacted the mentality of  many 
wrestlers through his wisdom and 
understanding.

“He can coach anybody,” 184-
pound redshirt junior Clint Morrison 
said. “He is so knowledgeable and most 
people could never grasp how much he 
actually understands.” 

Hangey agreed with Morrison.
“The stuff  he’s taught me over the 

years goes on and on,” Hangey said. 
“Guys don’t just hear him. They listen, 
learn, and go back for more every 
time.”

Staff  support
The second major factor to success 

is an All-American coaching staff.
Along with Hangey is former Rider 

wrestler and current Assistant Coach 
Jason Nase, ’97, and Assistant Coach 
Nic Bedelyon. All three built résumés as 
All-Americans on the mat. 

Each of  them helps Taylor keep up 
the prosperity of  the Rider wrestling 
program.

“I’m fortunate with John, Nic and 
Jason,” Taylor said. “We work very well 
together. John has been with the pro-
gram for a long time with me. Nic and 
his commitment to coaching has made 
a big impact, and Jason is a volunteer 
because he’s a teacher. They relate well 
with the kids, so I’m happy.”

Coaching at Rider can be tough, 

according to Taylor, because the school 
does not have the facilities, the fund-
ing, or the recognition of  big schools in 
conferences such as the Big 10, the Pac 
12 or the Ivy Leagues. 

“It’s always an uphill battle at a 
small school to out-work people,” he 
said. “It’s kind of  a David vs. Goliath 
story. There are certain people that 
relate to David and Goliath and want 
to prove people wrong. We look hard 
for those kids, and when we get them, 
they start to prove that they could do 
that.”

Now in his 60s, Taylor does not 
know exactly when he plans to retire. 
When he does, someone else will have 
big shoes to fill.

The man who has given Rider’s 
wrestling program national recognition 
holds an all-time record of  402-227-4. 
With or without the records, he still 
loves every minute of  coaching.  

“I still enjoy it,” Taylor said. “I’m 
one of  those people who are fortunate 
to do what I really enjoy for a living. It’s 
exciting to see kids achieve their goals. 
That’s what drives me, not my records. 
That’s just a byproduct of  helping 
kids get better and achieve at a higher 
level.”
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Nic Bedelyon, Gary Taylor and John Hangey looking on during a Nov. 16 meet against No. 1 ranked Penn State in Alumni Gym. The Broncs lost 34-8.
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