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By Katie Zeck

THIS year, Rider made university history when it 
reached its highest ranking to date on the U.S. 
News & World Report’s 2014 “America’s Best 
Colleges” list — number 18 out of  193 regional 

universities in the North.
This ranking is up eight spots from last year’s rank-

ing of  26. In addition, Rider jumped a total of  72 
spots on Forbes magazine’s 2014 “Top Colleges” list 
and appeared again on the Princeton Review’s “Best 
378 Colleges.”

Rider shares the 18 spot on the U.S. News with 
Rowan  — a New Jersey public school that ranked 
seven spots above Rider in 2013. The only other New 
Jersey college ranked higher than Rider on the list 
this year was The College of  New Jersey (TCNJ) at 
number four. This places Rider ahead of  175 others in 
its division, based on U.S. News’ methodology.

Needless to say, the university administration is 
very pleased with Rider’s new home on these national 
rankings and credits Rider’s successful graduates and 
quality of  academics, student support programs and 
faculty and staff  as the main reasons Rider improved 
so significantly. 

“I am very proud of  our results,” president 
Mordechai Rozanski said. “I believe that the most 
important factors contributing to our improved rank-
ings are Rider’s strong student outcomes and higher 
reputation scores, both a reflection of  our academic 
excellence. So our improved graduation rate, one 
important measure of  student outcomes, was an 
influential factor, among 
others.” 

Students across cam-
pus are proud of  Rider’s 

By Lauren Santye

THERE has been a lot of  discussion among 
students this semester about the changes that 
have been made to Rider’s alcohol and cyber-
harassment policies.

Rumors have been going around about the role 
of  Public Safety and about underage students hav-
ing to leave the room if  alcohol is present. Dean of  
Students Anthony Campbell clears up the policy.

“With this change in policy we are trying to 
make it unambiguous and take away a lot of  
confusion,” he said. “We are trying to create a safe 
environment on campus.”

The alcohol policy generally prohibits any person 
under 21 years of  age from being in the presence of  
alcoholic beverages (consumed or possessed) other 
than in the Rider Pub or other licensed facility or 
approved event.

 However, there is an exception to the rule. A stu-
dent who is of  legal age can consume alcohol in his 
or her room even if  his or her roommate is under-
age. However, if  more people 21 and older enter 
the room, the underage student has a few options.  
The Source gives some suggestions on what to do if  
students who cannot legally drink find themselves in 
a situation where they are knowingly in the presence 
of  alcohol.

According to the alcohol policy, the underage 
students could remove themselves from the situation 
immediately, ask the individual(s) with the alcohol to 

leave or dispose of  the alcohol, or notify Rider staff.
There are different styles of  dorms on campus. 

Lincoln, Ziegler, Moore and West Village, for exam-
ple, have different layouts. If  a student is 21 or older 
and has friends over, they can drink in that student’s 
room, while the underage roommate can not be in 
the same room. If  they’re drinking in the common 
room area, then this is a violation of  the policy.

If  a violation is found, not only will the underage 
student get fined, but those who are 21 or older will 
be punished as well. 

Kevin Whitehead, who is a senior majoring in 
journalism, vents his opinion on the policy change.

“The school’s getting worse, splitting campus life 
between students who are underage and those of  
legal age,” he said. “Behind closed doors, Rider is 
separating two types of  students — this is extreme.”

If  the underage student is sleeping and the 
student of  legal drinking age has friends over, the 
underage student will not get in trouble because he 
or she is not “knowingly” in the presence of  alcohol. 
Therefore, that student does not have to leave the 
room.

Dean Campbell defines “knowingly in the pres-
ence of ” as, “If  you know they are drinking and 
that there is alcohol.” 

The policy also forbids any alcohol-related 
collections like liquor 
bottles, shot glasses, wine 
glasses, etc. According to 
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You booze, you lose: Rider refines alcohol policy 
This year Rider ranked 18 out of 193 on U.S. News’ “Best College’s” list — the highest in the university’s history of being on the list.

Administrators have updated The Source to clarify the alcohol policy changes. ➠ SEE ALCOHOL
PAGE 5

➠ SEE RANKINGS
PAGE 3
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Movin’ On Up
University rises in two magazines’ ratings, reaching personal best on U.S. News list
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Wednesday, Sept. 18

Brownwater
10 p.m., Rider Pub
Open-mic coffee house

Thursday, Sept. 19

Art Gallery Exibit - John Sears: Contrast
11 a.m., BLC Art Gallery

Friday, Sept. 20

American Repertory Ballet
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater
$20 adults, $10 seniors and students, $5 Rider students 
with I.D.

Tuesday, Sept. 24

Evening with the Hon. Steve  Lonegan
6:30 p.m., Yvonne Theater
Lonegan is the Republican candidate for U.S. Senate.
R.S.V.P with Susan Cuccia at (609) 896-5350 or 
scuccia@rider.edu

C O M I N G  U P. . .

Page 2

Bump in the night
A female student in Olson 

Hall was awakened unpleasantly 
when she fell out of her bed in 
the middle of the night on Sept. 8. 
At 3:30 a.m., Public Safety arrived 
at Olson and met with the victim 
who said she was sound asleep 
when she rolled over and fell out 
of bed, striking her head on a 
bookshelf on her way down. Her 
roommate was awakened by the 
fall and called Public Safety. The 
officers noticed that she had a 
small cut on the left side of her 
forehead. The student victim said 
she felt dazed, but refused further 
medical treatment. 

Girls only
A student reported the intru-

sion of an unidentified male into a 
bathroom in Wright Hall on Sept. 
13. Public Safety arrived at Wright 
at 11:23 p.m., and were informed 
by a female staff member of the 
indecent conduct of the male 
suspect. The officers spoke with 
a female student who said that 
while she was in the shower 
around 9:45 p.m., an unknown 
man reportedly entered the bath-
room, left, re-entered twice more 
and made comments while in 
the bathroom. She was unable to 
describe him because she was in 
the shower. Public Safety replaced 
the locks on the bathroom and is 
still investigating this incident. If 
you have additional information 
about this matter, contact Public 
Safety at x5029.

False alarm
On Sept. 13, Public Safety 

received a call from a female 
staff member reporting that an 
altar cloth was missing from the 
altar table in Gill Chapel. Officers 
arrived at the chapel at about 1:40 
p.m. and spoke with the female 
staff member. She described the 
altar cloth and indicated that it 
was last seen at 1:30 p.m. on Sept. 
12. Later that day at 3:17 p.m., 
Public Safety received a call from 
the same staff member saying 
that the missing altar cloth had 
been found. Another department 
was holding on to it to use it for 
an upcoming wedding. 

N E W S  B R I E F
Mournful passings

In the past three weeks, the Rider community 
experienced the loss of two men who had been a part 
of the university’s community.

Dr. Guy Weston Stroh was professor emeritus of 
philosophy. He was born in Elizabeth, N.J. and raised 
in Allentown, Pa.  He attended Princeton University 
where he earned both his master’s and Ph.D. degrees.
He came to Rider in 1956 as an assistant professor of 
philosophy. In 1963 he was promoted to associate 

professor and served as chair of the Department of 
Philosophy from 1963 until 1996. 

Stroh retired in 2002, and was given emeritus sta-
tus. He also achieved the Lindback Foundation award 
for distinguished teaching in 1966.

He passed away at 87 years old on Sept. 7 at 
Capital Health Regional Medical Center in Trenton.

Rider’s other loss was Charles H. Lintz II who 
passed away at the age of 43 on Aug. 31 after a two-
year battle with cancer. He became a member of 

Rider’s Facilities Management staff in August 2010. 
Before joining Rider’s staff, he was a contractor and 

field manager for several construction firms. 
Lintz was from Bordentown Township, N.J., but 

passed away at Compassionate Care Hospice of St. 
Francis Medical Center in Trenton. 

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R
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Rankings
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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54
33

US News’ 
“America’s Best Colleges” List 

Forbes’
“Top Colleges” Listincrease on these reputable and national lists.

“In the three years since I’ve been a student here 
at Rider, the university has undergone many improve-
ments,” said senior popular music culture major 
Tiffany Morales. “A new academic building, renovated 
dining halls, new residence halls, new majors, all of  
it has helped Rider improve it’s reputation amongst 
other schools. These new rankings make me proud to 
attend a school that takes pride in consistently better-
ing itself  like Rider has.”

In comparison to Rider’s 18  spot, Monmouth 
ranked 30 in the northern regional universities cat-
egory. Ramapo came in at number 33, Montclair at 
number 54 Fairleigh Dickinson at number 69.

 According to U.S. News’ website, regional universi-
ties are not ranked nationally, but against their peer 
group in four geographic regions – North, South, 
Midwest and West – because these schools recruit 
predominantly from nearby states.

The schools are divided into categories and then 
rated based on the Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of  Teaching’s Carnegie Classification 
of  Institutions of  Higher Education, a sorting system 
U.S. News has used for its rankings since 1983.

The regional university category, which includes 
Rider, defines the schools in its division as four-year 
universities with full-range undergraduate programs, 
some master’s programs and a few, if  any, doctoral 
programs.

This reputational rating, according to Jamie 
O’Hara, vice president of  Enrollment Management, is 
based on “opinions of  presidents, provosts and enroll-
ment leaders who have indicated that they see Rider 
as a strong academic institution with talented faculty 
and administrators, and an organization committed to 
the development of  the individual student.”

“Rider also benefited from the new emphasis that 
U.S. News has placed on outcomes,” O’Hara said. 
“The pace at which our students graduate from Rider 
and the success that they achieve in entering the work-
force has helped to increase our ranking in U.S. News.”   

Rozanski expressed a similar sentiment.
“This score assesses Rider’s overall quality as deter-

mined by an external group of  top academics,” he 
said. “The U.S. News’ ranking formula gives significant 
weight to the opinions of  these individuals who are in 
a position to judge a school’s undergraduate academic 
excellence and important intangibles such as faculty 
dedication to teaching, areas in which Rider excels.”

The Forbes’ methodology for its “Top Colleges” 
list is based primarily on participation of  students 
and alumni from the nation’s various institutions. 
Specifically, salaries of  alumni from payscale.com 
make up 15% of  a school’s score. 

“The Forbes’ list of  650 schools distinguishes 
itself  from competitors by our belief  in ‘output’ over 

‘input,’” says the magazine’s methodology description. 
“We’re not all that interested in what gets a student 
into college, like our peers who focus heavily on 
selectivity metrics such as high school class rank, SAT 
scores and the like.”

When asked how the university hopes to maintain 
the strong standing it received on this year’s lists, both 
O’Hara and Rozanski cited a continuation of  student-
centeredness at Rider.

“Rider needs to continue to do what it does every 
day – put students first,” O’Hara said. “We should 

not look 
to position ourselves in a way that will improve our 
rankings. We should continue to do what we com-
mit to everyday, and that is to improve the Rider 
student experience. The rankings will reflect this 
commitment.”

O’Hara feels the reputation boost won’t have too 
much of  an impact on the upcoming recruitment sea-
son, but might help validate prospective students’ final 
decision come next spring.

“Typically the only influence a ranking like U.S. 
News has during the recruitment cycle is to encourage 

the student and family to visit if  they are not already 
familiar with the school,” he said. “Improved rank-
ings help a university when a student is compiling the 
list of  schools that they would like to consider to visit. 
Parents may encourage a student to put a school on 
their list if  the school has a strong ranking.”

Senior public relations major Holly Jennings felt 
that Rider’s geographical location contributed to its 
success on these lists.

“There are so many great opportunities at Rider,” 
she said. “Rider has rose to the top of  multiple ‘Best 

College’ lists because of  it’s ideal location. I’ve done 
several internships and have had access to a number 
of  great companies in the Northeast Corridor. If  
you attend Rider, the options are endless. Positioned 
between Philadelphia and New York, Rider has con-
nections to some of  the best employment prospects.”

 Come explore these and many other questions at the 
 River InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

WAYS TO GET INVOLVED
Weekly Large Group Meeting
The meeting includes praise and worship, an applicable Bible-based message from various speakers, and a time of fellowship.
 
Small Groups
Small groups are transformational communities at Rider made for experiencing meaningfu relationships and impact the campus. 
Read the Bible, pray, and reach out. 
 
Service Opportunities
Each semester we select service projects that will allow our chapter to serve the members of our community in some way.
We love and celebrate ethnic diversity.  

Some of our upcoming events include:
September 11, 7pm SRC Seminar Room- First Meeting
September 20-21- Freshman & Transfer Retreat
October 25-27- The Big Event Fall Leadership Conference (Scholarship Available), Lake Champion, NY

7pm on Wednesday evenings in the 
SRC Seminar Room- above Starbucks. 

Why are we here?

Who is Jesus?
What does the Bible have to say about..?

‘‘I believe that the most important factors contributing to our improved
rankings are Rider’s strong student outcomes and higher reputation scores, 
both a reflection of  our academic excellence. So our improved graduation 
rate, one important measure of  student outcomes, was an influential factor, 
among others.” 
 President Mordechai rozanski
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Keep an eye out for our 
upcoming special issues.

October 23
Halloween
October 30
Career Fair
November 13
Asian Dining
If you’re an advertiser interested in  
advertising for one of those fields, visit  
theridernews.com/placeanad for information.
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News

By Katie Zeck

JOURNALIST and author Carl Bernstein 
wove together the themes of  9/11 
remembrance, observance of  Constitution 
Day and the shortage of  news organiza-

tions committed to a national public interest 
during his visit to Rider last Wednesday, Sept. 
11.

Bernstein used analogies from his own per-
sonal experiences as a newsman who helped 
reveal the truth behind the Watergate scandal 
to highlight these notions.

“I grew up and was educated in the 
newsroom at the [Washington] Star, where 
I worked from ages 16 to 21, by a wonder-
ful group of  people, all of  them older than 
I was,” he said. “They understood that 
the press, the calling, and the reporting 
and journalism is also a relationship to the 
Constitution of  the United States.” 

He went on to say that despite the threat 
to national security by outside terrorists, an 
even greater threat exists in “not remembering 
what the Constitution is, what it grants us, the 
responsibilities that go with us and how it affects us in 
our lives today.” 

This, according to Bernstein, can be seen in the 
ideological warfare in both politics and the media. 

“I’d like to suggest that the rights that we are 
guaranteed under the Constitution of  the United 
States to address our grievances have become, in our 
era, bent or even perverted by unequal access to those 
to whom we seek to address our grievances,” he said. 
“Perverted by privilege, by wealth, by stealthy access, 
by the simple fact that the common good and the 
national interest are often the last considerations of  
our legislators.”

Bernstein expressed the opinion that the partisan-
ship in politics has infiltrated the media, affecting the 
true purpose of  journalists — to exist for the public 
good and provide readers and viewers the correct 
information they need to know.

“We’ve been subjected, in Congress especially, to 
the politics of  ideology over problem solving; fiction 
and myth over facts,” he said. “And it now extends to 
the way we process and receive information too often 
in journalism.

“At the Star, we learned an approach to report-
ing that was simple, and also, at the Washington Post, 
it guided us in our reporting on Watergate as well,” 
he said. “It was to pursue what we came to call the 
best obtainable version of  the truth. Understanding 
that if  you did that with fairness and persistence and 
you weren’t lazy, people would read and process that 
information and use it to make intelligent decisions 
about their values, their community, their capital, and 
their country. Today, I would say that the opposite is 
too often the case.”

During the summer of  1972, Bernstein worked 
alongside Bob Woodward at the Washington Post to 
uncover President Richard Nixon’s involvement in the 
cover-ups and controversy known as the Watergate 
scandal. The two earned a 1973 Pulitzer Prize for 
their investigative work and went on to write a book 
about their experience titled, All the President’s Men, 
which was then made into a movie of  the same name 
starring Robert Redford as Woodward and Dustin 
Hoffman as Bernstein.

The belief  that the press exists for the public good 
and not just to make money or create controversy is 
currently being disregarded, according to Bernstein, 
by some of  the largest and most well-known news 
corporations.

“There’s a lot of  talk these days about how there’s 
not as much good reporting,” he said. “If  you’re look-
ing for where most of  the decline would be, I’d take 
a look at network news on television and I would say, 
‘How is it that the institutions in this country with the 
most money do not do real reporting anymore?’ It’s 
because they insist — unlike the model that existed in 
the 1960s and even the 1950s — that the profits of  the 
news divisions of  their media companies need to be 
on par with the rest of  the entertainment business.”

Because of  this, Bernstein said, there is no com-
mitment whatsoever to the best obtainable version of  
the truth on the scale with which these organizations 
have the ability to do because of  their desire to be 

profitable.
“And not just in profit, but really propitious profit 

if  you consider what we could have as citizens if  a 
small percentage of  that profit were redirected to real 
reporting,” he said.

In an exclusive interview with The Rider News and 
the Rider University Network, Bernstein re-addressed 
this issue and called to action any journalist who feels 
strongly about the lack of  true journalism from these 
large corporations.

“I think this thing with the networks is a real dis-
grace, and nobody ever talks about it in our business,” 
he said. “I think all of  us ought to be talking about it. 
It ought to be the largest cry from working journal-
ists today: ‘What is wrong with the networks?’ There’s 
tens of  thousands of  journalists in this country who 
shouldn’t have an issue with getting up and making it 
an issue. I think it’s pretty easy.”

In his address, Bernstein also emphasized the 
public’s lack of  interest in the best obtainable version 
of  the truth.

“It’s not just a problem of  the information we are 
providing. We have a problem with our consumers and 
with citizens as well, because too many are looking for 
ideological and partisan ammunition to reinforce what 
they already believe they think they know. Real exist-
ing facts become unimportant and partisan or ideolog-
ical cocoons are the unit through which information is 
evaluated.”

Senior public relations major Holly Jennings appre-
ciated Bernstein’s honesty about the state of  journal-
ism and the media today.

“Carl Bernstein delivered what I felt to be the 

most important journalism speech 
of  all time at Rider,” she said. “His 
traditional viewpoints regarding 
journalism really resonated with 
me. In a world so heavily permeated 
with social media and half-truths, 
Bernstein sticks to the roots of  what 
quality journalism should be — a 
continuous, unrelenting search for 
the best obtainable version of  the 
truth. This was a truly remarkable 
speech that should be heard by all 
students and journalism professionals 
around the globe.”

Bernstein also cited different 
Watergate examples, that highlighted 
instances where partisanship and 
a lack of  commitment to the truth 
were not as present in politics or the 
media.

When it was revealed that Nixon 
refused to give up the tapings of  
Oval Office conversations, a special 
prosecutor insisted on subpoenaing 

those tapes. 
“Nixon fired the special prosecutor, but his own 

attorney general and deputy attorney general refused 
to fire the special prosecutor during what was called 
the ‘Saturday Night Massacre,’ because they believed 
in the rule of  law, because they believed in the 
Constitution of  the United States,” Bernstein said.

And when Nixon needed a two-thirds vote from the 
Senate in the trial to be impeached, Barry Goldwater, 
a Republican and founder of  the political conserva-
tive movement, sat down with the president, who was 
also a Republican. When Nixon asked him how many 
votes he had against impeachment in the Senate, 
Goldwater replied, “Maybe four, Mr. President, and 
you don’t have mine.”

“Those leaders believed in the Constitution of  the 
United States, and that is why and how the system 
worked in Watergate without ideological or parti-
san excess. Compare that to what we have today,” 
Bernstein said.

Bernstein concluded his address with a connection 
back to the remembrance of  9/11.

“The great danger to free societies is darkness 
— that is to say governments, presidents and prime 
ministers who operate in excessive secrecy; who 
don’t want their deliberations and actions known or 
subjected to scrutiny,” he said. “That would be where, 
on this Constitution Day, on this observance of  9/11, 
I would hope our thoughts would go. The people who 
died on 9/11, if  there is to be a legacy of  their lives, 
it should be about who we are as a people — not 
about terrorists, not about terrorism, but about the 
Constitution of  the United States.” 

It all starts here. ems.com

COLLEGE 
STUDENTS
20% OFF
 EMS® brand items
15% OFF ALL 

full-price
national brand items

ALL 
full-price

Eastern Mountain Sports 
EMS Princeton

Princeton Marketfair, 3535 U.S. Rte. 1, 609-520-8310

11329 AD 6.47X5 RiderU_Princeton.indd   1 9/9/13   10:14 AM

Media not what they used to be, Bernstein laments

In his 9/11 remembrance and Constitution Day address in the Bart Luedeke Center Theatre, influential 
journalist and author Carl Bernstein stressed the theme of the media existing for the public good.
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Alcohol
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News

‘‘The school’s getting worse, splitting campus life 
between students who are underage and those of  
legal age.” 
 Senior Kevin Whitehead

Music, games and all things cranberry

On Sept. 10, Rider faculty, staff and students from all corners of campus celebrated its annual fall tradition, Cranberry Fest. This year’s festivities included a rock climbing wall, live music and inflatable games. An 
Andrew J. Rider look-a-like returned for another year to provide students with a story of Rider’s history and a free “I Bleed Cranberry” t-shirt. Andrew J. Rider was the university’s first president in 1897.

Campbell, the 
reason for this 
is that students 
would say that 

their empty beer cans or row of  shot 
glasses were a part of  a collection when 
caught.

A student who chose to be anony-
mous spoke about his opposition to the 
new rules. 

“I’ve witnessed the alcohol policy 
change in front of  my eyes,” he said. 
“Thankfully I’ve never had an alco-
hol violation, but this new change is 

absurd, I’m 21 and I’m not an alco-
holic, but if  I have alcohol parapher-
nalia like a shot glass, I shouldn’t be 
penalized. I know Rider is a private 
school and can make their own rules, 
but this is too much. Rider doesn’t trust 
the students. Some people are safe and 
responsible with alcohol. Most people 
who drink do it to have a good time 
and unwind.”

Theoretically, Campbell said, 
Rider’s reasons for getting rid of  collec-
tions is to help avoid abusive drinking. 

“If  there’s a limit to shot glasses 
then there’s a limit to how they use it,” 
Campbell said. “Rider does not want to 
encourage alcohol-related collections.”

Rider’s Anti-Harassment Non-
Discrimination Policy has also made 

some changes. It has become more 
specific in regards to cyberbullying, as a 
result of  civil rights legislation.

According to The Source, using any 
form of  electronic communication to 
threaten, humiliate, harass, intimidate, 
or discriminate against an individual 
or a class of  individuals; or sending 
threatening, harassing, intimidating, 
or discriminating messages to any-
one, including using the university 
email server to send such messages to 
individuals outside of  the university, is 
considered cyberharassment.

It also includes things like text 
messaging, Facebook, Twitter, etc. 
Domestic violence has also been added 
to Rider’s policy after Congress passed 
the Violence Against Women Act. 

Some of  the newly added things that 
are considered cyberharassment stem 
from the controversial website raterider.
com that was launched and then shut 
down immediately last year, Campbell 
said. 

Raterider.com was a website put 
together by students that took pictures 
from people’s Facebook profiles The 
site put up two pictures of  different 
girls and asked users to click on which 
one was “hotter.”

Sophomore journalism major 
Ariana Albarella has experienced the 

effects of  a website like raterider.com.
“While I’m glad that the administra-

tion is aware of  cyberharassment, I feel 
that it shouldn’t have taken something 
like raterider.com for the policy to be 
updated,” she said. “A lot of  female 
students, including myself, had their 
privacy violated, and had there been a 
section of  The Source dedicated to the 
consequences of  behavior considered 
to be cyberbullying, those responsible 
may not have proceeded in creating the 

site. I am grateful for the step that has 
been taken to prevent something like 
this from happening again and can only 
hope that it allows for a positive move 
toward controlling cyberharassment.”

Rider added cyberbullying because 
the Internet and technology have 
become part of  this generation’s lives, 
and The Source needed to be updated to 
keep up with the times, Campbell said.

This semester Rider implemented a change to the alcohol policy as explained in The Source. The new 
policy prohibits any person under 21 from being in the presence of alcoholic beverages (consumed or 
possessed) other than in the Rider Pub or other licensed facility or at an approved event.
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WHICH ONE WOULD YOU HIRE?

©2012. Paid for by the United States Army. All rights reserved.

Résumé

Education:
Masters in Engineering

Employment:
Civil Engineer

Learn the skills you need to advance your career while you serve your country. 
It’s all possible in the Army Reserve. You’ll earn a salary and money for your 
education while you gain the kind of strength that helps you stand out.  
There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Learn more at goarmy.com/reserve

Résumé

Education:
Masters in Engineering

Employment:
Civil Engineer

Experience: 
Managed mission logistics and safely deployed 
millions of dollars of armored vehicles across 
more than 27,000 miles in the Army Reserve. 

To learn more about the Army Reserve near you, visit us online at goarmy.com/t554
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THE stage is set for Westminster Choir College’s 
(WCC) choirs to perform with the Philadelphia 
Orchestra under the direction of  Yannick Nézet-
Séguin, the orchestra’s conductor and a rising star 

in the classical music world.
 From Sept. 26-28, students of  the Westminster 

Symphonic Choir will perform Beethoven’s Symphony 
No. 9 and Goethe’s Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage at the 
Kimmel Center in Philadelphia. In addition to these 
performances, the Westminster Choir will perform 
Nico Muhly’s Bright Mass with Canons.

 Anne Sears, Westminster’s director of  External 
Affairs, said the concert is an example of  the unique 
opportunities available at Rider.

 “Westminster is the only college in the world that 
offers students the opportunity to perform with major 
orchestras on a regular basis,” she said. “It gives stu-
dents a chance to get involved and the opportunity to 
perform at the highest level with top musicians.”

 The Symphonic Choir consists of  juniors, seniors 
and graduate students who perform annually with 
the Philadelphia Orchestra and the New York 
Philharmonic. The Westminster Choir is a select, 
auditioned ensemble.

 Matthew Gutwald, a graduate student in piano 
performance and pedagogy, is no stranger to working 
with Nézet-Séguin.

 “I’m very excited to work with Yannick again,” 
he said. “This is the choir’s fourth collaboration 
with him. He’s such a wonderful and inspirational 
musician.”

 Nézet-Séguin is a former student of  WCC. He 
studied choral conducting for two summers before 
continuing to study with world-renowned conductors 
such as Italian maestro Carlo Maria Giulini.

 This is Nézet-Séguin’s second full season with 

the Philadelphia Orchestra. At age 38, he is one of  
the world’s youngest and most successful conductors. 
Sears described how much audiences admire his pas-
sion for conducting.

 “People are so excited to have him there,” she said. 
“They’re screaming and shouting, and you really feel 
like you’re at a rock concert.”

 Singing alongside the Philadelphia Orchestra also 
gives Westminster heightened exposure.

 “Rider is increasing its public profile as a center 

for performing arts,” Sears said. “Having the choir 
from Rider perform with a big five orchestra gives us 
visibility.”

 Regular visits to venues such as Carnegie Hall, 
Lincoln Center and the Kimmel Center are consid-
ered some of  the many highlights in students’ lives.

“Not every school gets opportunities like this,” 
Gutwald said. “Making music on stage with my 
classmates and friends is the greatest experience in the 
world.”

 On WCC’s Facebook page, alumni describe how 
performances like these were momentous points of  
their academic careers.

 “Not many people understand the pride I 
feel when I talk about WCC and James Madison 
University,” Lynn G. Atkins, class of  2004, said. “The 
experiences I have had with these two unique schools 
have shaped me into the person I want to be, the 
musician I want to be.”

 Over the past 78 years, the Symphonic Choir 
has performed with all of  the big five orchestras 
except the Chicago Symphony Orchestra (New 
York Philharmonic, Boston Symphony Orchestra, 
Philadelphia Orchestra, and Cleveland Orchestra). In 
addition, it has worked with international orchestras 
such as the Berlin Philharmonic and the Bavarian 
Radio Symphony Orchestra when they have visited 
the tri-state area.

 Gutwald admires Nézet-Séguin for his passionate 
style of  conducting. The audience will be able to wit-
ness this firsthand at the Kimmel Center.  

 “When he conducts, he puts his entire body and 
soul into it,” he said. “He combines his energy, the 
choir’s energy and the orchestra’s energy and then 
channels it back into the audience.”

Symphonic Choir kicks off season at Kimmel Center

FOR many students, college is a way of  finding 
themselves while at the same time looking for 
future job opportunities based on their majors. 
For others, like Carolina Sanchez, a senior musical 

theater major, the opportunity comes more quickly than 
they could imagine.

Sanchez has recently returned to Rider after 
playing the role of  Rosalia and understudying Maria 
in a national tour of  West Side Story with the Troika 
Entertainment production company. 

The opportunity first arose when Robin Lewis, 
professor of  dance, got Sanchez an appointment to 
audition with the show’s casting director. 

“When I first met Carolina, there was this light that 
surrounded her,” Lewis said. “Not only is she talented, 
funny, and gorgeous, but has a warm, giving and car-
ing soul.”

From there, her voice teacher, Mariann Cook, was 
able to assist Sanchez in singing her high C’s, as well 
as learning the music from the musical to prepare her 
for the audition. 

“Every teacher here is so supportive,” Sanchez said. 
“You tell them, ‘I really want this job,’ and they will 
help you as much as they can for you to get that job.” 

Rosalia is a comedic character who Sanchez could 
easily embody. She portrayed Rosalia the same way 
she would be if  she were around her friends. 

“Playing Rosalia was so much fun,” she said. “I 
got to just be myself. It didn’t even feel like work. It 
felt like I was just joking around with my friends every 
night.”  

The main role of  Maria, however, was a bigger 
challenge. As an understudy, Sanchez had to sit in on 
all of  the rehearsals and take notes on what the direc-
tor would tell the principal actress who was playing 
Maria. 

The first time she took the stage as Maria was also 
her first time in costume navigating the set with the 
actors who portrayed the other two main roles, Tony 
and Anita. 

“It was a lot to handle,” Sanchez said. 
She went on as Maria about 50 times throughout 

the tour’s 255-show run. 
Traveling across the United States, especially to 

big cities like Los Angeles and Las Vegas, was a great 

experience for Sanchez. The company traveled by 
tour bus, stopping to do the show. They went back to 
the hotel to sleep, and woke up early the next day to 
travel to the next city. 

“It was very tiring on your body,” she said. 
Tour stops in each city were short, although some 

could last up to a week depending on the city. 
Sanchez has high career aspirations and hopes that 

this performance will boost her résumé and give her 
the opportunity to stand out from others. 

“I think it’s going to help me in the business aspect 
because Rider really prepared me for rehearsals and 
auditions and getting the character in my body,” she 
said. 

Lewis noticed a positive shift in Sanchez’s outlook 
toward her future career goals.

“This year, returning from the tour, you can tell 
Carolina is very focused on her dream and is very 
driven,” Lewis said. “I am looking forward to her 
achievements and know there will be many.”

When giving advice to young performers, Sanchez 
said they should be as unique as possible when 

auditioning for a show. 
“Your goal, when you get the sides and song, is to 

look at it and think, ‘What is something I can do that 
no one else will?’” she said. “‘How can I make them 
remember me?’ You just have to do the best you can 
do and be as prepared as possible. That’s the only 
thing you have control of. You don’t know what the 
director is going to want.” 

She advises students to stay optimistic and to 
not get disappointed if  they do not get the job they 
wanted. 

“There is a job out there for every single person,” 
she said. “You just have to keep auditioning and take 
all the no’s and just keep trying.” 

Although she will graduate this May, Sanchez’s 
experiences are continuing at Rider. She is still focused 
on perfecting her talent, especially her dance skills. 

“It was a great experience, but now I need to go 
back and keep learning because I have so much I 
want to improve on,” Sanchez said. “I can learn every 
single day.” 

Arts&Entertainment

By Nicole Cortese

By Kimberly Ortiz

Student spends summer with West Side Story
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Carolina Sanchez (left), senior musical theater major, performs as Rosalia in a national tour of West Side Story with castmates.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f C

ar
ol

in
a 

Sa
nc

he
z

Yannick Nézet-Séguin, a former WCC student, is all smiles as 
he fulfills his passion of conducting orchestras around the world.
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Ballet brings beauty and awareness to Rider’s BLC theater
IN a wave of  twirls, leaps, and spins, The 

American Repertory Ballet (ARB) will 
be coming to Rider’s Bart Luedeke 
Center Theater (BLC) this weekend for 

Rep at Rider: American Repertory Ballet: Fall 
Kick-Off  Performance.

With Rider’s rich history in the arts 
and its connection with the Princeton 
Ballet School, this show is a chance to 
draw awareness to the arts, and is impor-
tant in increasing visibility of  the arts, 
said Pam Mingle, one of  the coordina-
tors of  the event. The show will include 
a multitude of  dances, including Douglas 
Martin’s Rite of  Spring.

“This ballet has been heralded by crit-
ics, and is a landmark dedication to the 
100th anniversary of  this seminal ballet,” 
said the event’s other coordinator and 
dance program director Kim Vaccaro.

Rite of  Spring, a Stravinsky piece, 
which was composed and first per-
formed in 1913, has been transformed 
with Martin’s choreography. It has been 
reworked to take place instead in the 
1960s in an ad agency, according to 
Mingle. There, women try to take on tra-
ditional male roles, and the ballet deals 
with breaking the stereotypes. 

Additionally, this fall kickoff  perfor-
mance will include Rider adjunct profes-
sor Mary Barton’s Five Men and a Concerto, 
Patrick Corbin’s Caress, and an excerpt 
from Martin’s new ballet Romeo and Juliet.

Prior to the ballet, the newly formed 
Rider Women’s Leadership Council, 

an organization comprised of  alumnae 
looking to make an impact on students, 
will be meeting with Martin, the fea-
tured speaker of  the evening. He will 
be discussing the theme of  the perfor-
mance. The meeting will take place 
in the Seminar Room in the Student 

Recreation Center (SRC) at 6 p.m. on 
Sept 20.  

Martin has been with ARB for 
eight years, according to his biography 
on Rider’s website. He danced under 
Dimitri Romanoff, who was a dancer, 
teacher and longtime ballet master with 

the American Ballet Theater, according 
to nytimes.com. Martin studied further 
at the American Ballet Theater School 
in New York and later joined the Joffrey 
Ballet. He danced a diverse array of  roles 
in ballets by choreographers Arpino, 
Cranko, Balanchine, Joffrey and Taylor, 

and has also created many full-length 
ballets himself  as a choreographer. 

“Performances like this put Rider on 
the map with other colleges who produce 
wonderful art events,” Vaccaro said. “We 
bring them here so our students get to 
experience all of  what it means to be 

a classical contemporary professional 
dancer in the 21st century.”

This type of  opportunity allows the 
students the chance to work with profes-
sionals, learn about what it is like back-
stage and experience the dance program 
more in-depth.

 “As a dance major, I feel as though 
having the ARB come to Rider so often 
is a great experience for myself  and 
the rest of  the dance department,” said 
junior elementary education and dance 
major Ashley Miller. “We get to help 
them prepare for their shows, watch 

them perform live, and have a lecture 
demonstration with the company where 
we can learn directly from them and ask 
any questions we might have.”

Rider dance majors have been able 
to take classes at the Princeton Ballet 
School for the past 10 years. This unique 
relationship has made performances such 
as this possible. 

These shows not only allow for an 
experience for the audience, but they 
truly give back to the dancers.

 “Having such a well-known company 
come to Rider so often gives us a great 
networking opportunity,” Miller said. 
“It really helps us stand out from other 
schools.”

By Tara DeLorenzo

The American Repertory Ballet will be performing Douglas Martin’s  Rite of Spring, a Stravinsky piece performed with a twist,  focusing on women breaking through traditional male roles in society.

Co
ur

te
sy

 o
f P

am
 M

in
gl

e

Promised Land
106 minutes
Corporate salesman for a natural gas 
company, Steve Butler arrives in a rural 
town with his sales partner, Sue Thoma-
son. With the town having been hit hard 
by the economic decline of  recent years, 
the two outsiders see the local citizens 
as likely to accept their company’s offer, 
for drilling rights to their properties, as 
much-needed relief. What seems like an 
easy job for the duo becomes compli-
cated by the objection of  a respected 
schoolteacher with support from a 
grassroots campaign led by another man 
who counters Steve both personally and 
professionally.

Chasing Ice
75 minutes
Chasing Ice is the story of  one man’s 
mission to change the tide of  history by 
gathering undeniable evidence of  our 
changing planet. Within months of  that 
first trip to Iceland, photographer James 
Balog conceived the boldest expedition 
of  his life: “The Extreme Ice Survey.” 
With a band of  young adventurers in 
tow, Balog began deploying revolution-
ary time-lapse cameras across the brutal 
Arctic to capture a multi-year record of  
the world’s changing glaciers. Battling 
untested technology in subzero condi-
tions, Balog comes face to face with his 
own mortality. His hauntingly beautiful 
videos compress years into seconds and 
capture ancient mountains of  ice in 
motion as they disappear at a breathtak-
ing rate.

Vegucated
76 minutes
Vegucated is a feature-length documentary 
that follows three meat- and cheese-
loving New Yorkers who agree to adopt 
a vegan diet for six weeks. They have 
no idea that so much more than steak is 
at stake, and that the fate of  the world 
may fall on their plates. Part sociological 
experiment, part science class, and part 
adventure story, Vegucated showcases the 
rapid, and at times comedic, evolution 
of  three people who share one journey 
and ultimately discover their own paths 
in creating a kinder, cleaner, greener 
world, one bite at a time.

Plastic Planet
95 minutes
Director Werner Boote uses Plastic Planet 
to present an up-close and personal 
view of  the controversial and fascinat-
ing material that has found its way into 
every facet of  our daily lives: plastic. 
Throughout the film, Boote makes it his 
mission to discover the real dangers of  
plastic, and expose the producers of  this 
hazardous waste for what they’re really 
doing — poisoning their consumers. He 
takes us on a journey around the globe, 
showing that plastics have become a 
threat for both the environment and 
human health.

Gasland Part II
120 minutes
In Gasland Part II, Fox examines the long-
run impact of  the controversial process, 
including poisonous water, earthquakes 
and neurological damage, placing his 
focus on the people whose lives have 
been irreparably changed. Traveling 

from the Gulf  of  Mexico to the heart 
of  Texas and back up to the Delaware 
River basin, he thoroughly investigates 
the effects of  this once-touted energy 
source, as well as the industry’s equally 
disturbing reaction to negative claims 
via smear campaigns and lawsuits. 
Gasland Part II shows how the anti-
fracking movement has done its best to 
amplify its message while the million-
dollar conglomerates employ PSY-OPS 
tactics to shut it down. 

Watershed
57 minutes
In Watershed, we meet a fly fishing guide 
in Rocky Mountain National Park, a 
Colorado rancher, a Delta restoration 
worker, a Navajo Council member, the 
Rifle Colorado Mayor, a Los Angeles 
native and a group of  Outward Bound 
teens rafting down the Colorado River 
as they all reflect a compelling new 
water ethic — one that illuminates how 
letting go of  the ways of  old can lead 
to a path of  coexisting with enough for 
all. In addition they all recognize the 
importance of  purchasing the water 
rights necessary to reconnect the river to 
its delta. Watershed is a central tool in a 
larger grassroots effort focused on saving 
the Colorado River and supporting the 
communities throughout the river basin.

Bidder 70
73 minutes
Bidder 70 tells the story of  Tim DeChris-
topher, a young man who disrupted a 
controversial BLM Oil and Gas leasing 
auction in 2008. He posed as a bidder 
(#70) and bid $1.7 million to win 22,000 
acres of  land he had no intention of  

paying for (or drilling on). Tim was fed-
erally indicted, convicted and sentenced 
to two years in prison for his courageous 
act of  civil disobedience. Bidder 70 is a 
personal story surrounded by a wider 
context of  citizen action, our history of  
peaceful civil disobedience, and grass 
roots movements demanding govern-
ment and industry accountability.

All films start at 7 p.m. in Sweigart Auditorium 
(115) and will be followed by a brief  discus-
sion. Chasing Ice will be in Science 102. 

Fall Preview
Promised Land 
Thursday, September 19, 2013

Chasing Ice
Tuesday, October 8 &  
Wednesday, October 9, 2013

Vegucated
Tuesday, November 12 &  
Wednesday, November 13, 2013

Plastic Planet
Tuesday, December 10 &  
Wednesday, December 11, 2013

Spring Preview
Gasland Part II
Tuesday, February 11 &  
Wednesday, February 12, 2014

Watershed
Tuesday, March 11 &  
Wednesday, March 12, 2014

Bidder 70
Tuesday, April 8 &  
Wednesday, April 9, 2014

Green Films sustain viewership 
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Performances will take place 

on Sept. 20-21 at 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for 

seniors/students and $5 for Rider 

students with ID. Reserve tickets 

by calling 609-896-7775 or by 

visiting rider.edu/arts.

Douglas Martin will also be previewing an excerpt from his rendition of Romeo and Juliet. 
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Alcohol policy 
shaken, not stirred
HOLLYWOOD paints a stereotypi-

cal picture of  college: constant 
partying and drinking — by 
both underage and of-age 

students. Not all colleges are like this; 
however, wild parties do happen, 
which is why administrators work 
with campus security to crack down 
and prevent them from happening on 
campus. Many students think that the 
administration is just trying to ruin 
their fun, but that’s not true. Admin-
istrators are just trying to look out for 
students and keep them safe, which is 
why they enforce alcohol policies. 

This year Rider has put a new 
alcohol policy into effect. The new 
policy, which is stricter than the 
previous one when it comes to room-
mates and guests, has caused quite 
a stir among students. Some are 
angered about the new policy, while 
others are just confused. 

The first part of  the new policy 
states, “Rider’s alcohol policy 
prohibits: the consumption, posses-
sion and/or purchase of  alcoholic 
beverages by any person under 21 
years of  age; being in the presence 
of  alcoholic beverages (consumed or 
possessed) by any person under 21 
years of  age (underage individual) 
other than in the Rider Pub or other 
licensed facility or approved event.”

Now, this may seem like any 
other alcohol policy; it’s obvious 
that underage students shouldn’t be 
consuming or possessing alcohol. 
It’s the law and must be enforced on 
school grounds. The second part of  
the policy also says that any under-
age students and those who are 
of-age should not possess a collec-
tion of  (three or more) shot glasses 
in their rooms. Once again, another 
understandable statement; where 
there’s paraphernalia there’s prob-
ably alcohol to follow. However, the 
third part of  the new policy is what’s 
causing the confusion. 

It states that students who are 
over 21 with an underage roommate 
can only consume alcohol when 
no other students are in the room 
besides the individuals who live in 
that room. The of-age students are 
also not allowed to have friends in 
their rooms if  the underage room-
mate is present and alcohol is 
present. 

It’s easy to understand that the 
school doesn’t want any underage 
students around alcohol, but certain 
aspects of  this policy are a little too 
strict. It doesn’t make sense that an 
underage student can be with his or 
her of-age roommate if  he or she 
is drinking, but the minute some of  
the roommate’s friends come over to 
join, it becomes a violation. 

Whether there’s one person 
drinking or 10, the temptation for 
the underage student to drink is 
there. Therefore, the number of  
people in the room is not going to 
stop someone from drinking alcohol. 

There are also some gray areas 
when it comes to this new policy. It 

clearly states that multiple of-age 
students cannot have alcohol if  the 
underage roommate is present. If  
in this situation, what is the under-
age roommate supposed to do? He 
or she shouldn’t be forced to leave 
his or her own room if  a roommate 
wants to party, and it would create 
an awkward living situation if  the 
student asks his or her roommate’s 
friends to leave. Roommates should 
try to sit down and talk about how to 
handle the situation before it arises.

“I think it’s irritating that the 
new policy is so confusing,” junior 
secondary education major Kim 
Knox said. “I don’t know what I can 
and can’t do anymore. It was fine 
the way it was.”

With breaking the rules, conse-
quences are bound to result. If  this 
mini party is “busted” by Public 
Safety, everyone could get in trouble. 
Regardless if  you’re 21, or under-
age and not drinking, everyone is 
fined and documented. However, 
if  you live in a suite with your own 
room and you’re in there with the 
door closed while your roommates 
are partying it up, you can avoid 
getting in trouble if  Public Safety 
comes knocking since you are not 
in the presence of  the alcohol. On 
the other hand, if  you’re near the 
alcohol and not drinking, you’re still 
documented. In all honesty, where is 
the clarity in that?

The situation should be 
approached differently. Public 
Safety should be able to administer 
a Breathalyzer to underage students 
if  the students want so that they 
can prove they haven’t been drink-
ing. It would reduce the number of  
violations and make everything a lot 
easier. 

The new rules that were added 
to the alcohol policy have caused 
confusion for students and compli-
cated the matter. It will also cause 
more of  a hassle for administration 
because the number of  appeals for 
alcohol violations will increase since 
many students are unsure about the 
specifics of  the policy. The admin-
istration could’ve left the old policy 
alone. Instead, this new one has 
made having fun difficult and a little 
confusing. Most students want to fol-
low the rules, but it’s hard to if  they 
don’t understand them.

Opinion

facebook.com/theridernews
@theridernews
@theridernews

LAST week the Philosophy Club held 
a discussion about some of  the 
philosophical implications regard-
ing the conflict in Syria. The Rider 

News (TRN) sat down with Dr. Richard 
Burgh, professor of  philosophy, to ask 
some of  our own questions.

TRN: Is it worse to die from sarin gas than 
from a bullet?

BURGH: Probably not — it depends on 
where the bullet hits you. You die from 
a slow stomach wound or you die from 
sarin gas; they’re both horrible deaths. 
So I think the question, “What’s worse 

to die from?” depends. Most people 
aren’t killed outright with bullets. They 
die from a stomach full of  shrapnel — 
death prolonged. You get shot in the 
head and you’re a paraplegic for the rest 
of  your life. I think the notion of  which 
is worse to die from is a silly question.

TRN: How is it right to use violence to 
restrict that particular form of  violence, 
which was the use of  chemical warfare?

BURGH: I don’t think it was justifiable. If  
you listen to the language of  our politi-
cians, they talk in terms of  punishing 
Syria. “We have to show Syria. We have 

Professor’s Perspective

Burgh: Don’t 
‘punish’ Syrians

➠ SEE SYRIA
PAGE 11

The weekly editorial expresses 
the majority opinion of  The Rider 
News. This week’s editorial was 
written by the Opinion Editor, 
Danielle Gittleman. 
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‘‘People take different roads seeking fulfillment and 
happiness. Just because they’re not on your road 
doesn’t mean they’ve gotten lost.” 
 H. Jackson Brown, american autHor

Syria
CONT’D FROM P. 10

to punish Syria.” 
The philosophic 
question is, “What 
does it mean to 
punish another 
country?” 

Punishment involves the intention of  
inflicting suffering. So if  you’re going to 
punish another country, you’re going to 
make the country suffer? How do you 
make a country suffer? Do you bomb 
a highly metropolitan area and kill as 
many civilians as you can to make the 
country suffer? Do you kill the leaders? 

When you talk in terms of  making 
Syria suffer, [Syrian President Bashar 
al-] Assad isn’t going to suffer. The 
military is not going to suffer. The 
wealthy in Syria aren’t going to suffer. 
If  we bomb and send missiles in and 
kill innocent people, civilians are going 
to be killed, your average citizen who’s 
innocent. How does killing innocent 
civilians constitute punishment? 

I think the idea of  using warfare to 
punish another country is silly because 
war guarantees people, even innocent 
people are going to die. War releases 
a set of  forces that are totally uncon-
trollable and unpredictable. If  you’re 
going to use war as punishment, you’re 
punishing a country in a way that 
you’re guaranteeing innocent people 
are going to be killed. I think talking 
about punishing a criminal by killing 
some innocent person is wrong. 

You could imagine some heinous 
mass murderer and we decide we’re 
going to punish him by killing his 
mother — clearly wrong, but that’s 
what we’re doing when we start talking 
in terms of  using punishment to deter 
another country. 

TRN: In a larger view, does it even make 
sense to have “laws” of  war?

BURGH: The existence of  international 
law is another philosophic question. To 
have a law, you’ve got to have a law to 
break. To have a law, you’ve got to have 
a party that’s going to punish infractions 
of  the law. With international law, we 
have neither. You have the U.N. but the 
United States has a veto power in the 
U.N., Security Council, as do Russia and 
China. So we’re only bound by a law 
that we agree with. But you can have 
international treaties and you can have 
a treaty against using chemical weapons. 

That becomes a form of  international 
law, and that’s a good thing. Countries 
realize that when we’re going to engage 
in warfare, we want to restrict what 
we’re going to do and that’s an agreed-
upon restriction. So in that sense, the 
rules of  warfare make sense. 

TRN: Does the agreement between 
Russia and the U.S. stem from President 
Obama’s threat of  force? If  so, does 
that mean force or the threat of  force is 
sometimes justifiable?

BURGH: It certainly seems like this agree-
ment has risen out of  Obama’s threat 
of  force and it’s good, but it has its 
consequences. I don’t think it justifies 
the threat of  force because you could 
plan out other scenarios. Suppose the 
Soviet Union hadn’t brokered a peace. 
Once you threaten force, the force has to 
be credible. If  the threat’s not credible, 
there’s no point in threatening anyone. 
So when the United States threatens 
force they’re putting themselves in the 
position where they now have to use it. 
Luckily, this worked out well. It would 
have been seriously wrong for us to have 
sent missiles into Syria. 

The history of  warfare goes all the 
way back to [Christian theologian]
Augustine and one thing theologians, 
philosophers, everyone agrees on is 
the necessary condition for a just war 
is self-defense. You can only launch 
war to defend yourself. Pre-emptive 
strikes are never justified, and so in 
this case we were going to initiate 
warfare where there was no issue of  
self-defense. We were not threatened 
and I think in terms of  war, it’s even 
questionable whether self-defense justi-
fies war. There are people who argue 
that even that doesn’t justify war, but I 
think minimally if  you’re going to go 
to war against another country where 
you’re guaranteeing killing innocent 
people, the only justification can be 
self-defense. 

AS times are changing, students may now learn 
through online courses, and professors now have 
the opportunity to post assignments, grades and 
notifications on websites similar to Canvas. In 

the debate between tradition and technology, the latter 
seems to be winning the race. However, in the battle 
between real textbooks and online textbooks, perhaps 
tradition packs a stronger punch.  

If  anyone out there is like me, then they like to 
hold a book in their hands. With my textbooks, I can 
highlight sentences and scribble in the margins. I can 
still read for class, even if  my iPad is dead. I have 
the option to freely travel around campus and read 
without the fear of  a screen going black because of  
a dead battery. If  a tablet took a tumble, until a new 
one is bought and that information can be saved, all 
e-textbooks would be lost. That would be an interest-
ing story to tell a professor.

Some people claim that buying a virtual textbook 

saves money. I would say that it depends on what a 
person defines as getting his or her money’s worth. I 
can attest that there isn’t a large price gap between a 
textbook that I could hold in my hands or read on my 
iPad. Prices, of  course, may vary by book. My text-
book for my sociology class, titled Experience Sociology, 
cost me $67.98 from Amazon. Now, the price of  the 
Kindle edition is $64.58. I know I should appreciate 
the value of  a dollar, but when I’m prepared to dish 
out so much money for a book, does $3.40 makes 
that huge of  a difference? If  it’s difficult for someone 
to afford the $68 book, I can’t imagine it would be 
significantly easier to afford the $65 one.

Also, has anyone ever tried selling back an online 
textbook? When it comes to selling, a physical text-
book is a better option for saving money. When I’m 
finished with my sociology textbook, I can sell it to the 
bookstore or back to Amazon. I may not be given all 
that I paid for it, but at least I can make some money. 

It’s nearly impossible to sell an e-book, only to share 
or exchange it with someone who owns the same type 
of  tablet. If  I end this semester despising sociology or 
any other subject, at least I can sell or hand off  my 
textbooks. That virtual textbook becomes a waste of  
storage and may never be glanced at again. 

Now, this doesn’t mean that e-textbooks are the 
bane of  our existence. They offer a great way to go 
green, can never run out of  room and even save our 
page after we have finished reading. However, they’re 
too reliant on technology that can break, they’re not 
always cost-effective and they can’t be sold or even 
passed on to a friend. With the stresses of  class, home-
sickness and maintaining a meager social life, I just 
don’t need any extra hassle from an online textbook. 
In a face-off  between tradition and technology, this is 
a time where I can only see tradition as a winner. 

-Samantha Sawh
Freshman journalism major

Freshman Findings

In a battle between old and new, 
technology no longer triumphs

&QA
“I THINK the new alcohol policy is too strict, especially on the Greek/Poyda side of  
campus. I think it’s unfair to the Residence Life staff  who have to do more rounds 
every night, but don’t get paid more money. Enrollment is already down this year, 
and with these new policies in place I feel like it’s just going to scare off  potential 
students.”

-Nikki Scalia
Junior public relations major

“I DON’T think the new policy is fair, especially since I’m turning 21 in a few months 
and my roommate won’t be.”

-Ashley Miller
Junior elementary education and dance major

“I THINK  it’s a little bit ridiculous. I feel like friends aren’t able to hang out together just 
because someone isn’t 21 yet.”

-Katt Savoca
Junior secondary education and history major

“AS most college students are over the age of  18, they are legal adults. If  we choose to 
drink under the age of  21, then we are entitled to those consequences by law. I don’t 
understand why Rider feels the need to impose a rule stating you are not allowed to 
be in the presence of  it. Behind closed doors, the people who are going to drink, are 
going to drink underage. This rule is only going to inconvenience those who have 
friends who have mixed-aged groups within them.”

-Lloyd Vliet
Junior business administration and entrepreneurial studies major 

“I THINK the policy is kind of  stupid, but it won’t change things honestly. People are still 
going to do what they want and drink no matter what their ages are.” 

-Sam Rusnak
Senior elementary education and music major

“THE new alcohol policy is better because it’s more clear cut and simple to under-
stand. I think since it aligns with federal laws, it is very fair and prepares students well 
for outside-of-college scenarios. If  you’re 21 you can drink responsibly all you want. 
Underage drinking is illegal in the U.S. anyway, so why would it be legal here? You’re 
technically not even allowed into a liquor store if  you’re underage, which is why you 
can’t have it in your room or go into other rooms since you know it’s there.”

-Lori DeTuro
Junior accounting major

What do you think of Rider’s 
new alcohol policy?
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Opinion
 Weekends at Rider Face-Off

 Weekends at Rider: Should we stay or should we go?
WHEN Rider students say that this col-

lege is a “suitcase school,” it upsets me. 
Weekends on campus are what you make 
of  them; it is your job as a student to 

choose whether or not you want to get involved. 
When I chose to attend Rider as a senior in high 
school, I knew I wanted the most out of  my college 
experience. Waking up each day only to go to class, 
eat at the dining hall and then go to sleep was not 
an interest of  mine. I wanted to be involved with 
the campus community and organizations. I have 
to admit I was worried that I would find myself  
bored on the weekends with nothing to do but watch 
television. However, I have never had that problem. 
I surrounded myself  with other students who wished to stay on campus. Although 
I did not have a car at school until this year, I always found something to do.  

In the middle of  every week, each Rider student receives an email labeled 
“WEEKEND WARRIORS.” Within this email, students are able to learn of  
campus events taking place from Thursday through Sunday. This may include 
sporting events, Bronc Bingo, Rider Pub nights and off-campus trips, with 
transportation provided, sponsored by the Student Entertainment Council 
(SEC). Since freshman year, I have looked forward to these emails because they 
give me an idea of  what I can do each day of  the weekend. Recently, the SEC 
sponsored the Second Annual “I Love College Party,” which proved to be a 
success. Usually in October, a trip to Six Flags Great Adventure’s Fright Fest 
is provided. I attended this trip last year and had a blast. Also, an excursion to 
see a Broadway or off-Broadway play is provided each semester. Although there 
may not be an event scheduled each weekend by the SEC, they do a wonderful 
job keeping students from going home by offering a variety of  exciting events.  

In addition to the weekly emails, joining a club and/or organization is 
another possibility. As a member of  Alpha Phi Omega (APO), I have service 
events each weekend that I am able to attend. Joining APO was one of  the best 
decisions I have made in college because I am now able to help others with my 
friends and have fun while doing it. There are several other Greek organiza-
tions that make weekends at Rider enjoyable as well. Some may say that certain 
clubs only meet during the week, so most students are still without something 
to do on the weekends. However, by joining a club you are able to make new 
friends. By making new friends, you can have your own fun. Certain campus 
events may not interest you, so you and your friends can find something else 
that is entertaining for everyone. 

I also know several commuters who drive to Rider each weekend in order 
to spend time on campus with their friends. Being a commuter is not an excuse 
to stay home on the weekend. Weekends at Rider should be fun for everyone. 
Remember that college only lasts four years, and a quick four years at that. Try 
your best to enjoy your time here and choose not to go home on the weekends. 

 
-Erin Wallace

Junior English major

Junior
Erin Wallace

MOST people think of  college as an escape 
from home, somewhere to make new 
friends and get away from nagging parents 
and other annoyances. So why is it that so 

many people at Rider go home on the weekends? 
The answer is simple: There isn’t much to offer on 
the weekends, making it a “suitcase school.”  

I’m one of  those people who goes home often. 
Although I have friends at school whom I interact 
with on a daily basis, they unfortunately all go 
home on the weekends. So, the only choice I really 
have is to go home as well, or be alone doing not 
much of  anything due to the lack of  events. 

Although Rider advertises events such as come-
dians, Broadway shows and concerts, it’s hard to get the motivation to go to them 
when you have no interest whatsoever. Many students I hang out with say that 
these events are silly, which I agree with.   

To me, they’re silly because most of  the students haven’t even heard of  half  
of  the comedians, Broadway shows or music artists that come here. Why on 
earth would they be interested then? Some people might argue that just because 
students aren’t familiar with these performers doesn’t mean that they aren’t going 
to enjoy it. However, students would be more motivated to actually go if  they’re 
familiar with a Broadway show or a guest that’s performing at Rider.   

Another problem a lot of  students have with staying at school on the weekends 
is the fact that a lot of  them don’t have a car on campus, especially the freshmen. 
Although it is possible to make friends with students who do have cars to go to 
places like restaurants, the mall, or anywhere else, not all students want to do that. 
Not every student wants to constantly drive out of  their way just to spend a day 
at the mall or a night at the movies. They’ll wind up spending more money than 
they want to, especially on gas. It’s better to have events right on campus that will 
keep them busy and doing stuff  that they’re actually interested in. 

Rider offers the campus shuttle service that brings you to the mall, the 
Princeton train station, Wal-Mart and various other stores. Sounds great, right? 
Not quite. This shuttle not only takes an unnecessarily long time to get you where 
you want to go, but only takes you to these places (not counting the train sta-
tion) on Saturdays. What about Fridays or Sundays? The shuttle should be going 
to more places besides the Westminster campus and the Princeton train station. 
Although public transportation is offered, many students would rather not navi-
gate the system on their own. Not only that, but for the most part the public bus is 
never on time, and because of  the constant stops it makes to let people on and off  
it takes forever to get to where you want to be.     

It’s definitely possible to get more kids to spend the weekends at school. Rider 
needs to hear from the students about what events they want to take part in. They 
need to have students write in with suggestions, or even take a poll of  what they 
want to see more of  at our school. We need more students to organize events 
because then there will be more diversity amongst the events that are offered. For 
example, have a rock band play a concert one semester instead of  rap. If  there 
were more events organized that students are interested in, more people would 
actually want to stay at school. College is supposed to be about making a new 
life for yourself  and living on your own all the time. Students shouldn’t be going 
home every weekend. They should be enjoying their freedom and working on 
becoming independent adults.

-Melanie Gamache
Sophomore English major

Sophomore
Melanie Gamache

TO both new and returning stu-
dents, the Eco-Reps would like 
to personally welcome you back. 
Rider has been strongly dedicated 

to creating a better future and a more 
sustainable lifestyle on campus. A long-
term goal was established to achieve 
carbon neutrality at Rider by 2050. To 
accomplish this goal, education and 
awareness of  sustainability is spread by 
the Office of  Sustainability and its Eco-
Reps. This is done through events and 
programs that will occur throughout this 
school year on campus. You will most 
likely see Eco-Reps strolling around in 
bright green shirts: You can’t miss us.

Rider has already created many 
initiatives toward becoming a more sus-
tainable campus, such as having food 
waste converted into fertilizer, install-
ing a solar field and obtaining 35% of  

our energy from renewable resources. 
On campus there are many opportu-
nities for students to take part in this 
initiative. Print stations on campus are 
set to print double-sided and use soy 
ink toner. Elkay units, which serve as 
a filtered water fountain and a water 
bottle refill station, are seen in aca-
demic buildings to promote the use of  
reusable water bottles.

Three environmental impacts stu-
dents make while staying in their dorm 
rooms are energy use, water use and 
waste. Remember to turn off  all lights, 
power down electronics and unplug 
chargers when not in use. Try to take 
shorter showers and do not let the 
water run continuously while shaving 
or brushing your teeth. Last, but not 
least, always try to separate and recycle 
your trash. For those students living on 

campus, each residence hall has a trash 
room with three types of  trash cans: 
one for paper/cardboard; one for all 
types of  plastics (1-7), glass and alumi-
num; and a third for everything else. 
Also, Techno Trash bins are located in 
every residence hall. Electronic waste 
such as ink cartridges, CDs, DVDs, 
cell phones, flash drives, power cords 
and chargers are accepted in these 
containers. 

A new program has been brought 
onto campus, the TerraCycle Beauty 
Brigade, which is headquartered in 
Trenton. This organization began by 
producing organic fertilizer known as 
“worm poop,” but is now also focusing 
on recycling waste into various prod-
ucts to be sold. TerraCycle is widely 
known as a leader in the collection and 
reuse of  non-recyclable, post-consumer 

waste. Beauty Brigade bins are located 
in most residence hall bathrooms on 
campus. In these bins, empty health 
and beauty product containers are 
collected. Items that can be placed into 
these bins are empty lipstick or mascara 
tubes, lotion bottles or jars, shampoo 
and conditioner bottles, shaving foam 
tubes, body wash containers, etc. All 
items that can be collected are listed on 
the bins.

To get involved and to stay up-to-
date with the Eco-Reps, check out our 
Facebook page, Rider Lawrenceville 
Eco-Reps, or follow us on Twitter at   
@BroncsGoGreen. 

-Katelyn White
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Green Corner

Eco-Reps give the ‘green’ light for an eco-friendly year
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M E N ’S  S O CC E R

For men’s soccer, best start since 1996
By Carlos Toro

THE Rider men’s soccer team started each of  its last 
two seasons losing three of  its first four games en 
route to a disappointing finish.

Not this time. The Broncs opened their 2013 
season 4-1 marking their best start since 1996.

The most recent win came on Sept. 17 when they 
played at home against the LIU Brooklyn Blackbirds. 
Rider was able to out-shoot LIU Brooklyn (1-4-1, 0-0 
NEC) 7-0 in the first half, but were unable to score.

In the second half  Rider (4-1, 0-0 MAAC) again 
came up empty, sending the game to overtime. With 
3:52 remaining in the second overtime, sophomore 
backfielder Sonimi Halliday scored the only goal 
of  the game off  a kick from freshman midfielder 
Christian Flath, ending the game 1-0.

 Head Coach Charles Inverso, who has faced LIU 
Brooklyn before, was not surprised the Broncs had 
trouble scoring.

“They are a really good defensive team,” he said. 
“We have played these guys three times since I have 
been here and this is the first time we have scored 
against them.”

The Broncs’ season began with two comfort-
able home victories against Robert Morris (1-2-2, 
0-0 NEC) on Sept. 1 and Saint Joseph’s (1-1-3, 0-0 
Atlantic 10) on Sept. 3. Rider continued by defeat-
ing Bryant (2-4, 0-0 NEC) 2-1 on the road on Sept. 
15 Rider dominated the first half, going up 2-0. The 
second score came from freshman forward Zach 
Bond, who scored his first collegiate goal. Inverso is 
impressed with how his team has gelled this early in 
the season.

“I think that right now we have really good chemis-
try,” he said. “The players all like each other and that 
is not easy to find. When you have that on a team it is 
a blessing and it can win a lot of  games for you.”

Bryant came back, scoring a late second-half  goal, 
but couldn’t gain enough momentum to tie it up, 
despite outshooting the Broncs 14-10. 

“We wanted to have the game under control, but 
Bryant had a very direct style of  play and toward the 
middle of  the second half  the game started to open 
up for them, which led to their goal,” Bond said. 
“Fortunately, we were able to tough it out and get 
the win. We wanted to give it our all so that we could 
secure it.” 

That victory came just a few days after the team  
suffered its first loss of  the season against Temple (4-1, 
0-0 AAC) on the road on Sept. 11. Starting freshman 
goalkeeper Jimmy Quilter sustained an injury in the 
second half, forcing him to leave the game. Freshman 
goalkeeper David Pastuna, who replaced Quilter, sur-
rendered a goal on a penalty that would give the Owls 

the win 1-0. 
One of  the biggest changes this season is the youth 

of  the Broncs. Last season the team featured nine 
seniors, but this year it only has one.

 “Normally I would worry about having only one 
senior but that one senior is [backfielder] Eric Elgin,” 
Inverso said. “For all of  the years I have been coach-
ing, I don’t know if  I have coached a more respon-
sible and trustworthy player. People rally around him 
because he is a calm, confident presence no matter 
what the situation. He never ceases to amaze me 
about how much he cares about his teammates and 
doing the right thing. His attitude has spread to a lot 
of  the younger players, who are now showing some 
good leadership qualities of  their own.”

 The team is predominantly freshmen — 11 of  the 
23-man team are in their first year — but so far youth 
has been able to propel the team.

“We have been working hard and we still have 

almost three years left together so things can only 
progress and get better,” Bond said.

Four games remain before conference play. The 
Broncs look to finish with a positive result before fac-
ing Marist in their first conference game at home on 
Oct. 5.

By beating Bryant on Sept. 15, the Broncs actu-
ally tied their win total from last year (3-13-1, 2-5-1 
MAAC). Bond, who just joined the Rider squad, looks 
forward to playing in the program.

“I do believe that we have the potential to do things 
here that have not been done in a very long time,” 
Bond said. “I have a great feeling about this year and 
the years to come. The program has a bright future 
and I am very glad to be a part of  it.”

The Broncs will look to continue their strong start 
on Sept. 22 in Olean, N.Y. against St. Bonaventure.
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Sophomore backfielder Sonimi Halliday scored the game-winning goal against LIU Brooklyn with 3:52 remaining in the second overtime.

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now 
cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  
meetings and more!
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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Golf stuck in rough at Rutgers Invitational
By Brian Sommer

WITH only one senior, James 
Buttermark, and a new head 
coach in Jason Barry, the golf  
team’s young lineup got a slow 

start.
The 2013 season opened with the 

Colgate Invitational at Seven Oaks Golf  
Course in Hamilton, on Sept. 7-8, and 
the Rutgers Invitational the following 
weekend. 

On the first day of  the two-day 
Colgate Invitational, the Broncs fin-
ished 12th out of  14 teams, shooting a 
combined 322 on the first 18 holes and  
305 on the second 18. The next day, 
the team shot a 319, ending 13th out of  
14. Binghamton won the tournament, 
finishing 16 over par for the weekend.

“The biggest thing we took away 
from Colgate is that we have to stay 
away from the big numbers,” junior 
Cole Clark said. “We all had good 
stretches of  holes but there were just 
too many doubles [double bogeys]
sneaking in there that kept us from 
scoring to our potential.”

Following the Colgate Invitational, 
the team took its talents up to New 
Brunswick. Rider began the tourna-
ment with a team score of  599, which 

put Rider in 12th place out of  17 
teams. The leader, Rutgers, had a team 
score of  571.

On the second day, the Broncs shot 
a team score of  308. They finished 
with a total of  907 for the tournament, 
pushing them back one spot to 13th out 
of  17.

Buttermark placed 15th out of  90 
golfers during the invitational, and 
sophomore Tom Yarson finished strong 
with a 73 on the final day, which placed 
him 27th for the tournament. 

Clark feels confident going into 
the Cornell Invitational this weekend, 
Sept. 21-22, and believes his team can 
perform better than it did in the earlier 
events. 

“Cornell is a tough field with many 
of  the Ivy League schools and there’s 
no reason we can’t win it,” Clark said. 
“We have the talent to do it. It’s just a 
matter of  putting it all together. Jason 
is a great coach who can improve our 
playing over time.”

Senior James Buttermark placed 15th out of 90 golfers in the annual Rutgers Invitational.
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Senior Rollie Malfitano is one of four returning seniors for the Broncs this season.
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T E N N I S

Men and women swept in season opener
By Thomas Regan

NEW seasons bring new opportuni-
ties, but the men’s and women’s 
tennis squads were unable to 
capitalize on those opportunities 

as they began their seasons with losses to 
Fairfield on Sept. 11.

Both the men and the women were 
unable to win any matches and were 
swept 7-0.

The women’s team followed its 
season-opening sweep with a 5-2 loss to 
Manhattan (1-0, 1-0 MAAC). However, 
the loss was not all disappointment, as 
first singles junior Alison Noll defeated 
Manhattan’s Brianna Turano, tak-
ing the first set 6-3, and the second 
6-1. Meanwhile, sixth singles junior 
Leonora Paul took her match 6-1, 6-2 
over Barbara Hernandez.

 Noll, who holds one of  the few vic-
tories Rider has this season, credits her 
victory to consistent play.

“I am just trying to play real steady,  
and take the opportunities I’m given,” 
Noll said. “I am gaining a lot of  experi-
ence and hope that it is going to help 
me in the long run.” 

 Senior captain Kim Leder played 
fifth singles despite an injury, according 
to Head Coach Ed Torres. 

“She’s had a bad wrist and it’s con-
tinuing this year,” Torres said.

After losing six seniors, the men’s 
tennis team is mostly freshmen headed 
by four seniors, including co-captains 
Rollie Malfitano and Nick Lubold. 

 “We do have six freshmen,” Torres 
said. “Needless to say we have a very 

young team.” 
Of  the few veteran members they 

have, Torres relies on Malfitano.
 “Malfitano has been the No. 1 

player since he was a freshman,” Torres 
said.

 Two freshmen started singles 
matches: Adam Levi at second singles 
and Ed Chogllo at fourth singles. 
Though Torres is confident in their 
abilities, he knows college competition 
is stiff.

“They were all good high school 
players, but it is a different league when 
you’re playing Division I,” Torres said. 

Torres wants his players to develop 
and improve; he knows that it’s going to 
be a rebuilding season. Torres believes 
that it’s important for his players to try 
their hardest each and every match. 

“Just  be competitive — even if  you 
lose the match you can still play well,” 
Torres said. “We don’t have any easy 
matches. We have to work hard for all 
of  them.” 

Both the men and women will con-
tinue their seasons Sept. 21 at Hofstra. 
Men’s tennis was defeated 7-0 in the 
last match-up against Hofstra in 2011, 
while the women also lost 6-0 in 2010.

He expects a major improvement 
after the conclusion of  the fall season, 
which will certainly be an important 
one to the rebuilding process of  the 
team. 
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start strong.
sM

start leading others.

start deFining YoUrselF.

start MaKing a diFFerenCe.

©2008. Paid for by the United states army. all rights reserved.

START FEELING INSPIRED.

START ABOVE THE REST.

START ACCOMPLISHING MORE. 

There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Enroll in
Army ROTC at Rider University to get the training,
experience and skills needed to make you a leader.
And when you graduate, you’ll be an Army Officer.
Start by enrolling in MSL101.
To get started, visit
www.goarmy.com/rotc/ltc2013.

Rider has ROTC! 
Ask about our summer programs such as Airborne, Scuba School, and international internships. 

Contact Claire Cvetkovski at armyrotc@princeton.edu or 609-258-6177.

F I E L D  H O C K E Y

Hussong continues success early in season
By Matt Burrill

FOR the past decade and a half, 
the Rider field hockey team has 
been one of  the university’s most 
successful programs. However, 

the titles and success are not the only 
things that Head Coach Lori Hussong 
preaches in her program. 

“I want these girls to have a great 
experience and enjoy their careers here 
at Rider,” Hussong said. 

So far, so good. The team has gotten 
off  to an expected, yet still impressive, 
4–1 start. 

The team’s early success has 
featured wins over non-conference 
opponents Colgate (1-5, 0-0 Patriot 
League), Georgetown (0-6, 0-0 Big 
East), Villanova (2-4, 0-0 Big East) and 
Hofstra (3-4, 0-0 ACC), plus a tough 
2-3 loss against Brown (2-2, 0-0 Ivy 
League).  

Although everything looks great 
on paper right now for the Broncs, 
Hussong described the team’s first set 
of  games as a “struggle,” making refer-
ences to the new players on her roster. 

“Our effort level and effectiveness 
in the ground game needs to improve 
for us to get to where we want to be,” 
Hussong said. “We are very young. A 
lot of  the kids who are on the field for 
us right now are freshmen.”

A major key for Rider so far has 
been the play of  its two senior leaders 
and captains, forward Sandra Penas 

and midfielder Alicia Govannicci. In 
their time at Rider, both players have 
seen great success and learned what it 
takes to compete for a championship. 

“We know that we both have big 
responsibilities as the leaders on this 
team,” Penas said.

Hussong also knows the value of  her 
two veteran stars.

“These two have had outstanding 
careers and profound impacts on our 
program in the fact that they have 
scored goals in championship play,” she 
said.

Much of  the success reflects the 
leadership brought on by Hussong, 
who is entering her 14th season as head 
coach.

Since her arrival in 2000, Rider has 
claimed six postseason conference titles 
with the most recent coming a year ago. 
The dominance and culture of  winning 
have helped establish high expectations 
for field hockey in 2013. 

 With its unique combination of  
experience and youth, it seems as 
though the team is destined for success. 
The 4-1 start will most certainly not 
hurt the team’s high hopes of  another 
conference championship. 

“The last couple years, everybody 
seemed to be gunning for Rider and 
giving their best performance against 
us,” Hussong said. “We’ve got to be 
ready every single minute when we step 
on the field.”

Rider will also be hosting the 
MAAC Championship at the end of  
the season, adding some extra motiva-
tion to the team’s efforts. 

“We want that home-field advan-
tage and a chance to win a title on our 

field,” Govannicci said.
The Broncs will look to improve 

their record to 5-1 when they host 
Towson (1-5, 0-0 CAA) in the home 
opener this season on Friday, Sept. 20 
at 7 p.m. 
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Senior midfielder Alicia Govannicci has started all five games this season, scoring one goal.
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V O L L E Y B A L L

Renewed volleyball team on hot streak
By Thomas Albano

FOLLOWING a season with only 11 victories, the 
volleyball team is off  to a strong start already by 
recording eight wins. The Broncs are home and 
ready for conference play, which starts with two 

games this weekend — Sept. 21 against Niagara and 
Sept. 22 against Canisius, both in Alumni Gym.

The Broncs (8-2, 0-0 MAAC) come into this week-
end’s games after a 3-0 victory in the home opener 
against La Salle in Alumni Gym on Sept. 11 and 
going 1-1 at the Bucknell Invitational in Lewisburg, 
Pa., on Sept. 14. In the first game, the Broncs defeated 
Fairleigh Dickinson 3-0, but then fell to Bucknell 3-1 
in the next game. By defeating La Salle, the Broncs 
achieved their best start since 1984. Freshman middle 
hitter Kaitlyn Griffin credits the success to a total 
team effort.

“The entire team put in 110% since the first 
practice and everyone is extremely supportive of  one 
another,” Griffin said. “Everyone hustles and leaves 
their heart on the court and that is why we have a win-
ning record. It isn’t just one person for our team, it’s a 
group effort.”

During the home opener, known as Code 
Cranberry, the Broncs defeated La Salle 25-16, 25-21 
and 25-13. The match only featured six ties and two 

lead changes in front of  a crowd of  more than 500. 
“It was a good win in front of  a great crowd,” 

third-year Head Coach Christopher Feliciano said. 
“You want to win a home opener and it was a good 
match.”

The standout performance from the match came 
from junior outside hitter/right side Jaclyn Webber, 
who had 15 digs, 10 kills and hit .500. Other notable 
performances came from junior outside hitter/right 
side Kayla Wong and freshman outside hitter Ryan 
Ackermann.

The Broncs then traveled to Bucknell where they 
competed twice in one day.

In the first match, the Broncs swept Fairleigh 
Dickinson with victories of  25-19, 25-18 and 25-12. 
In addition to Webber, Wong and Ackermann, other 
standout performances from this match came from 
Griffin, who had seven kills and hit .500, as well as 
freshman defensive specialist Alaina Piszczek who had 
16 digs, junior setter Ashlee Amatulli who compiled 
20 assists, and sophomore setter Brandie Hill who had 
11 assists of  her own.

The Broncs then suffered a tough defeat to the 
host, Bucknell. After losing the first two games 28-26 
and 25-16, respectively, the Broncs won the third 
game 25-21 before losing the fourth and final game 

25-22. This loss, which featured 34 ties and 12 lead 
changes, snapped the Broncs’ seven-match winning 
streak. But, Ackerman is confident that her team can 
bounce back in the upcoming games.

“We push each other to keep going on our worst 
days and we cheer each other on on our best days,” 
she said. “Every single person plays a major role on 
the team which is what makes us so successful.”

Despite the defeat, Griffin’s performance in this 
invitational gave her a spot on the All-Tournament 
Team.

While Feliciano was fine with his team’s perfor-
mance at Bucknell, he said the team should learn from 
the loss before going into this weekend’s games at 
home against Niagara (0-10, 0-0 MAAC) and Canisius 
(2-8, 0-0 MAAC), the first two games of  MAAC play 
for the Broncs.

“I’m hoping the loss we endured will produce bet-
ter results in the future,” he said. “We need to really 
tighten up the screws. We need to be more consistent 
in offense on the floor, and our defense needs to get a 
lot better to produce wins regularly.”
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