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By Alex Zdatny
With their friendliness 

and laidback person-
alities, therapy dogs can 
have a great influence on 
people’s lives, especially 
college students who 
experience stress almost 
every day from work 
and tests, according to 
therapy dog trainer and 
Rider groundskeeper 
Karen March.

Luckily for Rider 
students, the university 
holds a Pet Therapy Day 
each year.

Students from Dr. 
E. Graham McKinley’s 
Intro to News Writing 
class were able to 
see this firsthand 
when they visited the 
Lawrenceville Nursing 
and Rehabilitation 
Center with March 
in April. March also 
brought Quincy into the 

By Angela Romansky and Christina 
LoBrutto

STANDING out in a job interview, 
being well-rounded and pursuing 
interests that enhance each other 
are some of  the reasons that Rider 

faculty encourage students to take a 
minor. 

And in fact, more and more Rider 
students have decided to declare minors 
over the past five years. 

In the fall of  2007, 943 students had 
a minor, according to Susan Stefanick 
in the Registrar’s Office. Last fall, 
1,543 had a minor, a 64% increase. In 
addition, 158 students had a second 
minor last fall, up 103% from five years 
before. 

Dr. Danielle Jacobs, assistant profes-
sor of  chemistry, says that taking on a 
minor can be helpful for students. 

“The benefit of  a minor is increas-
ing the depth and the breadth of  your 
education,” she said. “You only get to 
do it once. In my eyes, what a minor 
should do is certainly complement your 
major, even in a way that you might not 
think it does.”

Many tout the advantages of  
minors, but logistical disadvantages 
can include not finding enough open 
class sections and making the student’s 

last two years complicated to schedule. 
Study abroad also can get tricky.

In both 2007 and 2012, the top 
minor was special education, a choice 
supported by Dr. Sharon Sherman, 
dean of  the school of  education. She 
stressed the importance of  students 
taking on a minor, especially those 
studying education.

Sherman added that multiple certi-
fications make education students more 
appealing when they are searching for 
jobs. 

Also among the top five minors in 
both 2012 and 2007 was early child-
hood education. 

“Some of  our students pick up their 
certification in early childhood in addi-
tion to that so they can go [pre-Kinder-
garten] through grade 8 because they 
have the minor plus the early childhood 
coursework,” Sherman said. “It makes 
them very marketable, because when a 
principal is looking at a candidate, and 
they know that their population is likely 
to shift and the needs of  the school are 
likely to shift, bringing in a teacher who 
is versatile is a good decision.”

In fall 2007, 943 students had a minor, and 75 of those students had a second minor. 
In fall 2012, 1,543 students had a minor, and 158 of those students had a second minor.

Special  
Education  

   184
Law & Justice

147 Business
of Sports

  119

Early
Childhood
Education

107Social Work

100

Most popular minor s in 2012

   Special
Education

161
Law &
Justice
117  68

Event Planning
& Production

  60
Psychology 56 

Early Childhood
Education

Most popular  minors in 2007

More students seek job-market edge with minors 
Quincy, an English mastiff, is trained as a therapy dog. He offers companionship, love and affection for the elderly, sick, stressed and children of all ages.

➠ SEE MINORS
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N E W S  B R I E F S
Tech Theft

Freshman George Garland, who was arrested 
on March 26 on campus, has been charged with 
burglary of the third degree and theft of moveable 
property, according to the complaint warrant. 

Garland allegedly entered several buildings on 
campus between Nov. 26 and March 26 and stole 
property, specifically computer equipment and 

electronics ranging from $500 to $75,000, according 
to the warrant. 

He posted bail, which was set at $15,000 and was 
released from the Mercer County Correction Center 
on April 5, Casey DeBlasio, a spokesperson for the 
Mercer County Prosecutor’s Office, said in an email. 

DeBlasio also confirmed that his next court 
appearance is in the Superior Court on May 16. 

Visiting and violating
An incident in Switlik Hall on 

April 13 left one female resident 
student with an alcohol violation 
and a female visitor escorted off 
campus.

At 2:16 a.m., Public Safety 
was alerted of excessive noise 
coming from inside a room in 
Switlik. Upon arrival, the officers 
met with a male staff mem-
ber who said that two female 
students occupied the room. 
The officers knocked and the 
students answered. At this time, 
the officers noticed alcohol in the 
room. One female was identified 
as a resident student and the 
other occupant refused to pro-
vide identification. At this time, 
the officers contacted Lawrence 
Township Police, who were able 
to identify the visitor. 

False alarm
On April 8, an assumed practi-

cal joke caused alarm in Switlik 
Hall.

At 4:41 p.m., Public Safety 
arrived at Switlik Hall after a fire 
alarm went off in the building. At 
this time, the building had been 
evacuated and the alarm was still 
going off. The officers inspected 
the building and were unable to 
find anything that would cause 
the need to pull the fire alarm.

 Because of this, the officers 
deemed the incident a malicious 
act and that the alarm was pulled 
without just cause. The officers 
then reset the alarm. Public 
Safety would like to use this as 
a reminder to students not to 
abuse or misuse any emergency 
equipment. 

Afternoon accident
A motor vehicle accident 

occurred in front of University 
House on April 13 at 2:25 p.m. 

Public Safety arrived in front 
of University House and met with 
the operators of the two vehicles 
involved in the accident. The 
driver of the first vehicle reported 
that he was driving a safe dis-
tance behind the car in front of 
him when the driver of that car 
veered to the left and then sud-
denly turned right. At this time, 
the driver of the first vehicle hit 
the car’s passenger-side fender 
and door. The operator of the car 
that was hit said he only veered 
slightly to the left when he was 
hit. 

Neither of the drivers was 
injured and photos of the cars 
were taken. If anyone witnessed 
this accident, contact Public 
Safety at x5029.
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business
Get ready for your future this summer with

READY

Rider’s outstanding business program—
accredited by the Association to 
Advance Collegiate Schools of Business 
[AACSB]—is providing you the 
opportunity to immerse yourself this 
summer and increase your business 
readiness with basic knowledge 
in accounting, management, and 
marketing.

*program open to current and visiting students with a 
minimum of 84 undergraduate credits

rider.edu/businessready or 609-896-5033

A summer certificate program for 
non-business majors

In this program you will:

•	 Acquire	critical	leadership	skills

•	Develop	a	fundamental	understanding	 
of core business concepts

•	 Visit	area	companies	to	see	how	local	 
firms compete

•	 Receive	career	preparation	strategies	for	
effective resume writing, interviewing skills 
and a focused job search.

Become more competitive
in the joB market

Water contaminants 
On April 17, the Rider community was notified of 

a contamination found in the drinking water distri-
bution system of Trenton Water Works, which serves 
Rider’s Lawrenceville campus and the surrounding 
Trenton and Lawrenceville communities. According 
to Taya Brown-Humphrey, acting assistant water 
treatment plant superintendent, the contaminant 
found is an organic chemical known as trihalometh-
ane (TTHM). The Environmental Protection Agency 
reports that TTHM is a byproduct of the disinfectants 
put in the water to kill disease-causing organisms. 

The maximum amount, or standard, that is set 
for this chemical is 80 parts per billion (ppb). Testing 
results from May 2012 through February 2013 show 
that the drinking water contains 95 ppb. While the 
violation is not a cause for alarm the city of Trenton 
is obligated to notify the public, according to a press 
release from the city.

The city of Trenton routinely monitors for the 
presence of drinking water contaminants in the 
distribution system. 

 Those who drink water containing an excess of 
TTHM over a long period of time may experience 
problems with their livers, kidneys and may have an 
increased risk of getting cancer.

 However, Dr. Danielle Jacobs, assistant professor 
of chemistry, biochemistry and physics, agreed that 
this is not an emergency.

 “The only concern would be if the amount of 
contaminant continues to exceed the threshold over 
time,” she said. “This is very recent and TTHM is a 
very common byproduct.”

 Trenton Water Works is currently working with 
a consulting engineer who is presenting ways to 
reduce the levels of TTHM. The city plans to resolve 
the problem within the next two years.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R
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IN the days that have followed what 
is now known to the world as the 
Marathon Bombing, I find myself  
still at a loss of  words. A loss of  feel-

ing. A loss in so many different ways. 
Waking up Tuesday morning, I 

found it hard to even leave my bed — 
soreness and aches from having run 
aside, my heart was heavy. The place 
I called home was shadowed by some 
cowardly act of  hate during an event I 
was directly a part of.

Although my Monday had started 
at 3:45 a.m., less than 12 hours went 
by and the happiness myself, my fam-
ily, my friends and my teammates felt 
faded. Boston will 
never be the 
same.

News

JUMPSTART 
YOUR CAREER!

MPA IN PUBLIC POLICY AND ADMINISTRATION
MPA IN INSPECTION AND OVERSIGHT

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN FORENSIC ACCOUNTING

APPLY NOW!
mpa.jjconline.net/jumpstart

•  Ranks in top 25% of public affairs programs by  
U.S. News and World Report.

• Offers most affordable tuition rates in the NYC region.
• Connects students to doctoral studies and law school.

•  Prepares students for careers in public, independent and 
oversight agencies as managers, analysts and leaders.

•  Delivers courses online, campus-based, Saturday  
and Summer.

•  Offers Advanced Certificate in Forensic Accounting 
for professional careers in investigative accounting.

•  Offers scholarships, no-cost textbooks, tablet  
computer loans.

•  Expedites applications:  apply online, no GRE  
exam required.

OVER the past several weeks, the 
Rider network and email servers 
have been targeted by numerous 
“phishing” scams, according to a 

memo provided by the Office of  Infor-
mation Technologies (OIT).

The hackers use phishing to trick 
people into giving out their passwords, 
gain access to Rider’s email servers and 
launch phishing attacks elsewhere. The 
recent phishing emails appear to come 
from OIT and ask students to reply, 
follow a link and provide their pass-
words. As recently as April 2013, and 
because the phishing emails are looking 
more legitimate, at least five people 
responded, according to OIT.

When people respond, Rider email 
servers get blacklisted and its email 
reputation score goes down. As a result, 
some email messages going to people 
outside of  Rider are getting returned 
or blocked. Please remember that no 
matter how legitimate it looks, OIT will 
never ask for a student’s username or 
password in an email.

If  you do receive a phishing email, 
OIT advises that students do not reply, 
do not open any attachments or click 
on any links. Instead, forward the mes-
sage to abuse@rider.edu. 

For more information on ways 
to identify a phishing email, visit         
theridernews.com/phishing.

Statement 
through 
silence
By Megan Blauvelt

RIDER Spectrum will strive to make 
a big statement today without any 
means of  spoken communication 
on the Day of  Silence.

Formerly known as the Rider Gay-
Straight Alliance, Rider Spectrum is a 
student-run organization that aims to 
break down sexual and gender-based 
stereotypes while providing a comfort-
able atmosphere for its members, said 
President Patrick Callahan, a junior 
elementary education and psychology 
major. 

The Day of  Silence is an event that 
is observed annually by the LGBTQ 

community. 
“It is a national event that raises 

awareness for those silenced for identity 
expression,” Callahan said.

According to the official Day 
of  Silence website run by the Gay, 
Lesbian & Straight Education Network 
(GLSEN), the event was created in 
response to a class assignment at the 
University of  Virginia in 1996. There 
were 150 students who took part in this 
non-violent event, and by the following 
year, nearly 100 colleges and universi-
ties participated.

Students who partake in the event 
will be “as verbally non-communicative 
as possible,” said the club adviser and 
grants manager Michael Rutkowski. 
Cards will be given out at Daly’s during 
lunchtime, which will allow students to 
write why they are silent.

Reasons for participating vary from 
person to person. Many choose to 
restrict their voice generally for victims 
of  “suicide, 
murder or Grad reflects on Boston bombings

Stephanie Walker, ’08, was about five miles from the finish line when the Boston bombing occurred.

Editor’s Note: This blog post was written 
and published by Stephanie Walker, ’08, 
on April 17 following the tragic bombing 
at the Boston Marathon. She was a par-
ticipant in the marathon as a member of 
the Boston Bruins Foundation marathon 
team and was about five miles away 
from the finish line when the bombing 
occurred. Walker, who was a journalism 
major and member of the field hockey 
team while at Rider, is currently a 
paralegal at a law firm in Boston. To read 
her full blog, visit theridernews.com/
marathon. This post was titled, “The 
Beginning of Healing.” 

➠ SEE MARATHON 
PAGE 9

➠ SEE SILENCE
PAGE 4
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News

REGISTER NOW!
WWW.MARIST.EDU/SUMMER

ONLINE: MAY 28 - AUGUST 6 
FISHKILL: MAY 28 - JULY 8

SUMMER 
SESSION

According to Sherman, 
Rider is the perfect place 
for education students to 
get a comprehensive col-

lege experience.
“That’s why we urge our students to take as 

many certifications as possible, and quite honestly, 
that’s what sets Rider apart from other schools,” she 
said. “When a high school student is looking to select 
a college and they say, ‘Why Rider?,’ the answer to 
that question, in part, is because at Rider the program 
is strategically designed so that you can get multiple 
certifications in the four-year period.”

Last fall, as in the fall of  2007, the minor with 
the second highest enrollment was law and justice. 
Following that, last fall, came business of  sports, early 
childhood education and social work.

“I’m going to grad school to become a social 
worker, but since Rider doesn’t offer a social work 
major, I had to minor in it,” said senior sociology 
major, Kate Mina. “A lot of  sociology and psychology 
majors do.” 

In 2007, among the top five minors were event 
planning and production, and psychology. 

“I was a business major, but I minored in psychol-
ogy because I felt it would help me better understand 
the people I would be working with,” said graduate 
student Chris Dudo. “So far, it really has helped me 
see the logic behind how decisions are made and how 
people interact.” 

Though they haven’t made the top-five list, many 
students choose to minor in foreign languages like 
Spanish and French to complement their degrees. 

“I minored in French because I’m a dance major, 
and a lot of  ballet terminology and culture is derived 
from France,” said junior Kelly Vallery. “My French 
minor will make me more appealing to employers.” 

Senior human resource management major Jen 
Campbell said that she originally entered college as a 
Spanish major, but then switched it to a minor. 

“When I switched majors, I felt that I should at 
least complete [Spanish] as a minor, which is what I 
think a lot of  people who wind up switching do,” she 
said. 

Jacobs, the chemistry professor, explained that 
many biology majors minor in chemistry, and vice 
versa, as the two complement each other well. 
However, she said she is more excited by the possibil-
ity of  students taking minors that don’t, at first glance, 
seem related.

“So, a chemistry major with an English minor; 
some sort of  business major with a science minor; a 
film and media studies major with a political science 
minor,” Jacobs said. “Having the depth in two areas 
that are seemingly unrelated, but probably come 
together, is really important. No one’s just a bench-top 
scientist anymore. They are science writers; they’re 
science communicators. You need to have that other 

experience.”
Jacobs added that this balance of  two or more con-

tent areas is ideal for the job-seeking student.
“Another benefit of  having a minor, or experienc-

ing two seemingly different areas, is making yourself  
stand out when you’re going for a job interview, and 
honestly being able to communicate in two different 
arenas,” Jacobs said. “Scientists communicate very 
differently than historians, but if  you get someone who 
has experience in both, they can bring those worlds 
together in a very cohesive manner.”

Dr. Patricia Mosto dean of  the College of  Liberal 
Arts, Education and Sciences (CLAES) added that 
the proposed revisions to the CLAES core curriculum 
might encourage more students to take on a minor.

“Students see the core as something like, 
‘I need to get it out of  the way to get to my 
major,’ but in truth those [classes] are the 
foundation for life long learning, within and 
outside your major,” Mosto explained.

As more students take on more minors, a 
concern will be staffing these courses.

“I would say that, in theory, taking a 
minor is a good idea but that it only works 
if  the university provides sufficient num-
bers of  sections to meet the needs of  the 
students who are minoring,” explained Dr. 
Jeff  Halpern, a leader of  the faculty union. 
“In the last couple of  years, the university 
has reduced the number of  sections in many 
departments as well as canceled courses that 
failed to register at least 10 students. I am 
afraid that because of  this, many students 
will discover that they can not complete their 
minor and graduate on time.”

Junior graphic design major Lily Lin 
explained that her semester abroad in China 
ironically might prevent her from graduating 
with a Chinese minor.

“I don’t think I’m going to be able to 
complete my minor because of  studying 
abroad — those credits coming back are elec-
tives and not courses that would count for my 
minor,” she said.

Mosto, , says the college is working on 
making the classes available as needed.

“We are now moving to a system where 
we are, instead of  closing courses with low 
enrollment, opening courses as needed when 

we see interest,” she said. “The new 
Banner system allows for students 
to ping the system. So if  we see that 
there are a number of  students who 
would like to have that class, we will 
be able to open it. We’re trying to be 
more intentional on the scheduling 
and the course offerings to try to avoid 
not having the classes that the students 
need to take.” 

According to Mosto, the proposed bachelor of  arts 
in multidisciplinary studies, which allows students to 
combine three minors, would help to make students 
more well-rounded individuals when they enter the 
workforce.

“It is driven by the realities that the world is chang-
ing and it’s becoming more and more interdisciplin-
ary,” Mosto said. “Even disciplines are becoming more 
interdisciplinary.” 

Contact this writer at lobruttoc@theridernews.com.

Minors
CONT’D FROM P. 1

anyone still living who 
cannot express them-
selves freely,” said 
Callahan. 

Others choose to be silent for more per-
sonal reasons. Spectrum member and current 
sophomore Jessica Bohnenberger disclosed her 
experience.

“I didn’t know what being bi was,” said 
Bohnenberger. “It confused and scared me into 
not telling anyone. No one ever talked about lik-
ing both sexes, and since my high school wasn’t 
all that accepting, I had no clue being bi was a 
thing. I just stayed quiet.” 

Two years is not a long period of  time, 
Bohnenberger admitted. She will participate out 
of  respect for those who have endured more than 
two years of  silence and those who are still silent.

 Whether the reason is personal or not, the 
LGBTQ community can still feel a connection 
through the stories, Callahan said.

The success of  the Day of  Silence can be 
determined in different ways. High schools have 
more success because they aren’t as large as col-
leges, said Bohnenberger. 

“Participants are noticed more as a whole,” she 
said. “But at college, the people not talking are 
spread across more classes and bring awareness 
on an individual level.”

Although the Rider campus might have a few 
dozen people who will participate, thousands will 
do so nationwide, Rutkowski said. 

Silence
CONT’D FROM P. 3

WCC SGA election results
By Lauren Santye

THE winners for this year’s Westminster 
Choir College (WCC) Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) Executive Board 
are President Justin Su’esu’e, junior voice 

performance major; Vice President Moira Gan-
non, junior voice performance major; Treasurer 
Yoanna Akis, junior voice performance major; 
and Secretary Edgar Mariano, junior music 
education major. 

Su’esu’e shared his goals for the upcoming 
academic year. 

“As SGA President, I vow to listen to the 
concerns and ideas of  my fellow students, such 
as addressing issues with the dining commons 
and fixing up the commuter lounge,” he said 
on the WCC SGA blog.

He added that he will ensure that student 
concerns are “satisfactorily addressed.”

 “Our institution doesn’t exist without the 
students, and the students need to know that 
they have a say in decisions that are being 
made that affect their educational experi-
ence,” he said. “Success can only be achieved 
through open, honest communication and 
understanding between the students and the 
administration.”

‘‘The benefit of  a minor is increasing the depth and 
the breadth of  your education. You only get to do it 
once.” 
 Dr. Danielle Jacobs, assistant professor of chemistry
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UPON being asked the key to gain-
ing acceptance to Princeton 
University — a college that, 
according to its website, only 

admitted 7.8% of  applicants for the class 
of  2016 — all that Admissions Officer 
Portia Nathan can offer hopeful students 
is, “There is no secret formula.”

Portia is not a real admissions officer, 
but a character played by Tina Fey in 
the comedy Admission. The film follows 
the uptight Portia as she reads through 
stacks of  applications while simultane-
ously trying to obtain the position of  
Dean of  Admissions. Along the way she 
runs into a laid-back teacher at a high 
school, John Pressman (Paul Rudd). 

After witnessing his adventurous 
take on life and accepting some secrets 
of  her past that he brings to light, 
Portia finds that perhaps she needs to 
start thinking outside of  the box.

Though the world of  admissions is 
but one piece of  a larger plot, Admission 
provides a fairly realistic look into the 
exhausting process of  gaining college 
acceptance. As Portia reviews a promis-
ing application, she pauses and gri-
maces as she asks, “But no AP Chem?” 
That is all it requires to take the student 
off  of  the shortlist, thus killing a dream 
because the student failed to choose a 
challenging enough class. It is nothing 
personal, Portia notes, it is just that 
Princeton wants to choose students who 
will succeed at school and in life.

Such a scene is familiar to many 
college students. In high school, those 
with high ambitions try to choose as 
many challenging classes as possible to 
better their all-important transcripts. 
Once the acceptance and rejection 
letters start being sent out though, it is 
difficult to stop oneself  from thinking 
of  the “what if ” scenarios, like, “What 
if  I had just taken one more AP class? 
Would I have been accepted?”

Though the end result can be 
undesirable, students are given ample 
consideration by the college of  their 
choice. In the film, admissions officers 
are assigned to evaluate students from 
different regions of  the country. Once 
top picks are chosen, the admissions 
officers gather to make the final deci-
sions on whom to select.

Bill Larrousse, Rider’s director of  
undergraduate admissions, confirms 
that this is much like Rider’s approach 
to the admissions process.

A Rider admissions counselor is 
assigned to applicants in a specific 
geographic area.

“The counselor reviews each appli-
cation, including academic transcripts, 
test scores, recommendations, essays 
and other information provided by 
the student and makes recommenda-
tions about admission,” Larrousse said. 
“The admission committee considers 
the counselor’s initial review and then 
makes a final decision, which is then 
reported to the student.”

This appears to be a huge undertak-
ing. Careful consideration is given to 
each student in guaranteeing that the 
college to which he or she applied is a 
good fit. Though it may be true when 
John suggests to Portia that perhaps 
one’s background is just “a box” that 
should not determine one’s capability 
of  success, it is, in fact, what determines 
if  a school grants a student admission. 
The discrepancy between what the stu-
dent feels is a good fit and what the col-
lege feels is a good fit, as many students 
know, can lead to some disappointment.

Heartbreak over not getting into 
one’s top school may be a misplaced 
response. With the desperate eyes of  
determined high school students and 

aggressive parents gazing upon her at 
a school tour, Portia suggests, “If  this is 
the right place for you, it’s where you’ll 
end up.”

It is up to the interpretation of  the 
viewer if  Portia is genuine or simply 
wants to placate the eager crowd, as she 
makes no further comment on the mat-
ter. The same can be said of  students 
who were either gleeful to find Rider 
to be their top choice or disappointed 
when another option fell through. For 
those who found Rider to be the right 
place and continue to have a positive 
college experience, Portia’s philosophy 
of  ending up where one belongs rings 
true. 

Arts&Entertainment

Academic 
Excellence.

Professional 
Success.

Dedicated to: 
•	 Academic	Excellence
•	 Quality	Patient	Care
•	 Professional	Leadership

Degree Programs include: 
•	 Doctor	of	Chiropractic
•	 Master	of	Science	in	Acupuncture
•	 Master	of	Science	in	Acupuncture																											

and	Oriental	Medicine
•	 Master	of	Science	in	Applied	

Clinical	Nutrition	(online	delivery)
•	 Master	of	Science	in	Human							

Anatomy	&	Physiology	Instruction	
(online	delivery)

 For more information call
 NYCC at 1-800-234-6922              

or visit www.nycc.edu.

Finger Lakes School of 
Acupuncture & Oriental Medicine 
of New York Chiropractic College

School of Applied Clinical Nutrition

2360	Route	89	•	Seneca	Falls,	NY	13148 

By Casey Gale

Tina Fey and Paul Rudd star in Admission, a comedy focused on an Ivy League admissions officer.
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classroom to interact with the students. 
The event is sponsored by the 

Counseling Center, and features 
approved therapy dogs. The last Pet 
Therapy Day was held in the fall 2012 
semester, and the next will be held in fall 
of  2013. March and her dog Quincy are 
regular visitors to the event.

March, a therapy dog trainer for the 
past five years, says therapy dogs can 
also benefit patients at nursing homes 
and help comfort children at hospitals. 
Quincy, along with March’s other dog, 
Bella, have worked with many patients. 

Both of  March’s dogs are English 
mastiffs. Quincy is currently 4 years old, 
and Bella is going to be 6 in May. English 
mastiffs are big, which is good for people 
in hospital beds because they are able to 
reach them, March said. 

In addition, therapy dogs can help 
people who have been afraid of  dogs in 
the past.

“One of  my neighbors had a bad 
experience when she was a little girl,” 
March said. “It had been 50 years, and 
she hadn’t gone near a dog, but now she 
can touch Quincy.”

March said her therapy dogs, espe-
cially Quincy, love children and work 
on the pediatric floor of  Capital Health 
Medical Center in Hopewell, N.J. 

Quincy passed his therapy dog train-
ing test two days after his first birthday, 
March said. The basic obedience training 
includes learning how to sit, lie down and 
come whenever called. Dogs are trained 

not to give their paw and never to jump 
on anyone, March said. Since Quincy 
was trained to be a therapy dog, he will 
not perform tricks. 

For the test, he had to walk past meat 
without eating it and ignore a dog and a 
person unless given permission. March 
said the hardest part was that the test was 

conducted with a loose leash. If  it had to 
be tightened, they would fail.

March and the two dogs also work 
at the nursing home. March said Bella 
enjoys the nursing home better than the 
pediatric floor at Capital Health Medical 
Center because the patients are quieter 
and calmer.

For March, making new acquain-
tances and bringing joy to people are 
among some of  the rewarding aspects of  
working with therapy dogs.

“Quincy and I have met a lot of  great 
people, and it is fun to make a difference 
in somebody’s day,” she said.

March and her therapy dogs make 
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Earth Day 2013
Join us: Monday, April 22nd, 2013

from 11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
On the Campus Mall

(Rain Location:  SRC Courts 1 & 2)

- Browse our various info tables
- Test your knowledge at our quiz wheel & win a prize!
- Play the recycling relay game & win!
- Test your strength on our high striker game
- See what it’s like to milk a cow on our simulator
- Enjoy music from our very own 107.7 The Bronc
- & MUCH More!

Dogs provide more than just therapy for children, those in need
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Quincy, a 4-year-old English mastiff and trained therapy dog belonging to Karen March, gets a tummy rub from a dog lover outside of Fine Arts.



frequent visits to the Lawrenceville 
Nursing Home on Wednesday nights. 
While at the Lawrenceville Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center, many of  the 
patients’ faces light up when they see the 
two therapy dogs. Quincy loves the atten-
tion while Bella is the shyer one, March 
said.

Nursing home resident Marilyn said 
she loves dogs and has one of  her own 
back home.

“The hardest part of  being in the 
nursing home for me is being away from 
home and my dog,” Marilyn said.

March said she enjoys bringing her 
dogs to the nursing home because, “If  
I could share my dogs and make the 
patients happy, that’s all that matters.”

The defining factor that made March 
get involved with therapy dogs was their 
personalities, she said.

“One of  my friends saw one of  my 
other dogs and thought that she had such 
a great personality and that she would be 
a good dog to go to a nursing home or a 
hospital,” she said. “And we decided that 
we liked it.”

March got a second dog to continue 
with the work. She has worked with 
Quincy since he was 8 weeks old. He was 
the friendliest in the litter, and March 
started training him right away when 
they went home. 

“People will stop and talk to him and 
say, ‘Oh my gosh, what is that?’” she said. 
“He is a conversation starter because you 
just don’t see a dog that big that often.”

March said she would never do any-
thing else with her life because she loves 
what she does. About a year and a half  
ago, March had her dogs tattooed on her 
arms saying that because she loves them 
so much, she wants them to be with her 
forever. 

March has been shy all of  her life 
until working with therapy dogs. She 
opens up more when the dogs are with 
her, she said. 

“Therapy dogs are always friendly 
because they won’t go near someone who 
is uncomfortable and will respect their 
boundaries,” March said. “Any dog can 
be a therapy dog. If  you pet them and it 
makes you feel better, then it’s a therapy 
dog.”
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Keep calm and Carry On with RDE
THE annual spring show of  the 

Rider Dance Ensemble (RDE) will 
encourage those anxious about the 
year’s end to sit back, relax and 

enjoy its spring production titled Rider 
Dance Ensemble Presents: Carry On.

The theme of  this year’s production, 
as sophomore secondary education and 
math major Deanna Doyon explains, 
is a life lesson, especially for the seniors 
involved. It sends the message that “in 
life, we all must move on, but in a posi-
tive and proactive light,” she said.

Taking place as graduation looms 
closer, the performance has taken on 
a much larger meaning for its many 
performers. 

“We have a large senior class this 
year who will be leaving their RDE 
home and carrying on to bright and 
exciting futures,” said Kate Mina, RDE 
president and senior sociology major. 
“This show is dedicated to them.”

Showcasing a range of  dance styles, 
the show will feature an array of  dances 
created by student choreographers in 
the organization. In addition to show-
ing off  these dances, the production 
will also give back to Restore the Shore, 
an organization which aims to rebuid 
the Jersey Shore, with donations from 
the performance.

From auditions to casting to the 
many practices and tech rehearsals, the 
RDE dancers have been working hard 
to put this production together. This 
diverse show includes a spectrum of  
styles ranging from modern, tap, con-
temporary, jazz, pointe, musical theater, 
lyrical and hip-hop.

“In this show, the audience can look 

forward to seeing an eclectic collec-
tion of  pieces carefully put together by 
Rider students,” Doyon said. “We have 
all put our hearts and souls into this 
show, and I can promise that it will be a 
performance you do not want to miss.”

RDE is a group of  dancers from 
all different backgrounds and majors. 
Its mission is to give young dancers, 
as well as young choreographers, an 
opportunity to explore their creativity. 
The goals are to help them learn ways 
to expand their movement and dancing 
as well as express themselves in a sup-
portive and encouraging environment, 
according to the group’s Facebook 

page. 
To make the audience become one 

with the theme, Mina and sophomore 
elementary education and dance major 
Ashley Miller, the group’s future presi-
dent, choreographed a contemporary-
jazz piece to the popular Fun. song 
“Carry On,” involving more than 40 
RDE dancers. Powerful and enjoyable 
to watch, Doyon said it is the dance 
that really sticks out.

“Every piece is incredible in its own 
way,” Mina said. “Some are purely 
for fun and enjoyment. Some signify 
something special to a choreographer. 
Some will make you dance in your seat 

and some will make you cry.”
In selecting a charity to help benefit 

with the proceeds, the members were 
asked for suggestions, and after a 
vote, Restore the Shore was selected 
and embraced by the organization. 
Hurricane Sandy hit close to home for 
many of  the members, said both Mina 
and Doyon. 

Rider Dance Ensemble Presents: Carry On 
takes place tonight at 6 and April 20 at 
noon and 4 p.m. According to Doyon, 
it is a show where the audience will be 
able to experience the “excitement and 
passion we all feel about performing 
the piece.”

By Tara DeLorenzo

Senior Courtney Schumacher, freshman Caitlyn Hoffman and sophomores Liz Smith and Nicole Colossi perform en pointe for RDE’s Carry On.
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Groundskeeper Karen March and 6-year-old therapy dog Bella visit Capital Health Medical Center in Hopewell, N.J. to cheer up residents like Marilyn.

Karen March displays a detailed tattoo of her beloved dog Quincy on her forearm.
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Editorial

Adding minors: 
A major advantage
WITH graduation right around 

the corner, the one ques-
tion that is on the forefront 
of  the minds of  many 

Rider seniors is: Will I be able to find 
a job?

Many of  these students have been 
working toward making sure the 
answer to this question is a “yes” by 
completing one, or in many cases, 
two minors. 

According to Dr. Sharon 
Sherman, dean of  the School 
of  Education, having additional 
minors, specifically for education 
majors, makes a student much more 
marketable. 

This has clearly resonated with 
many education majors. Special edu-
cation and early childhood educa-
tion minors clocked in as the top two 
most popular minors from the fall 
2012 semester. 

For students with the right 
interests, passions and hopes of  a 
dream career, Rider’s support of  
additional minors is very beneficial, 
especially in a world where, accord-
ing to Associate Dean of  the College 
of  Liberal Arts, Education and 
Sciences Jonathan Millen, jobs are 
interconnected and careers require a 
knowledge base that crosses several 
disciplines. 

In order to accommodate this, 
Millen and a faculty taskforce 
have proposed a new major, which 
would allow a student to hold three 
minors instead of  a full major. Upon 
completion of  the three minors 
and other requirements, a student 
would receive a Bachelor of  Arts in 
Multidisciplinary Studies (BAMS).

So, what is one of  the main goals 
of  the newly proposed degree? It 
allows students to receive a more 
marketable liberal arts education. 

Rider’s student-centered 
approach in this regard is commend-
able and it’s clear that the university 
wants its students to be successful 
post-graduation. 

However, sometimes we get the 
feeling that students may be tak-
ing on additional minors with the 
sole purpose of  increasing their 
likelihood of  getting hired and not 
because they have a true interest in 
that area of  study.

In some cases, this might not be 
a bad thing. Picking up a minor that 
you might not necessarily be inter-
ested in could be worth it if  it lands 
you a job within your major.  

Take a student who is majoring 
in journalism and decides to pick 
up minors in political science and 
law and justice. He or she does this 

not because they have any interest 
in politics or law, but because they 
know those minors would make 
them more marketable to employers. 
This student might not fully enjoy 
taking classes in these minors as an 
undergraduate, but if  putting those 
experiences on a résumé impresses 
an employer and gets the student 
hired,we’d say those minors did their 
job. From there, the student can 
build his or her résumé and work 
their way up to doing the type of  
journalism they prefer. 

However, this approach would 
not be feasible in the Education 
Department. A student should not 
take on a minor like early child-
hood education simply because it 
would make them more marketable. 
A student should have an interest 
and desire to work with children in 
preschool to third grade in order to 
teach them effectively.

Overall, students should not feel 
as though they have to take on extra 
minors just to get a job, and certain 
minors aren’t for everyone. However, 
if  used in the right way, minors can 
be very beneficial not only for land-
ing a job but also targeting specific 
interests and manipulating students’ 
varied interests in a way that best 
prepares them for a certain career 
path.

In the proposal for BAMS, the 
task force provides the example 
of  a student wishing to minor in 
public relations, English writing and 
advertising. This student would have 
the ability to develop writing and 
media skills, both of  which would 
be beneficial for a career in business 
and promotion.  

“Students selecting these majors 
would be prepared for careers in 
business, media/publishing, govern-
ment and nonprofits, among others,” 
the proposal reads.

Whatever the reason for tak-
ing on additional minors, students 
should think carefully about why 
they want the minors and how the 
minors will benefit them and their 
future careers.

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by 
the News Editor, Katie Zeck.
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TWENTY students and six staff  
members from Sandy Hook 
Elementary School. Six Sikh tem-
ple worshipers from Wisconsin. 

Twelve moviegoers in Colorado. Six 
people, including a federal judge and a 
9-year-old girl, from Arizona. These 50 
people were killed in the most infamous 
mass shootings from the last two years, 
and each one of  them might still be 
alive if  the U.S. had a way to curb gun 
violence. 

I understand that there is no easy 
solution to this problem. I also under-
stand that some U.S. citizens hold 
their Second Amendment rights close 
to their hearts. But the point is that 
people and children are unnecessarily 

dying and it seems like it’s happening 
more and more frequently. One of  
the most obvious solutions I can think 
of  is to reinstate the Assault Weapons 
Ban that expired in 2004. According 
to the Brady Center to Prevent Gun 
Violence, when the ban went into effect 
in 1994, crimes involving the weapons 
named in the bill fell 66%. While the 
number of  crimes using these weap-
ons has remained steady since 2004, 
the number of  mass shootings has 
increased seven-fold. It is only logical to 
try it again. I cannot think of  any safe 
activity that can be performed with an 
assault weapon, but not with another 
type of  firearm. Unfortunately, on 
April 17, the U.S. Senate voted the ban 

Senior Perspective 

Save our lives, 
not our firearms

➠
SEE GUN 
CONTROL
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The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now  
cheaper for everyone.

Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  
meetings and more!
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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When you’re done with your courses, come out to ours! 
Play Great Gorge and Cascades Golf Courses.

~ Sussex County, NJ ~

Crystalgolfresort.Com 888.647.0806, x1

Mon-Thu after 10:30am; Fri & Sun after 3pm (non-holiday); 18 holes only at Great Gorge & Cascades; 
Must show valid college ID; Must mention promo code “CollegeGolf” at time of reservation.

College 
golf 
for 
$29!

Rory’s got
nothin’
on me!

Great
putt!

I’M sure every student at Rider has 
rushed to a printing station to print 
something out before class at some 
point or another. Once you get to the 

printing station, there’s almost always a 
line of  at least six people waiting to print 
stuff  out. They’re all impatiently waiting 
to use the computer to send the docu-
ment to the kiosk next to it. Wouldn’t it 
be easier if  people were just able to send 
their document directly from their per-
sonal computer to the station? I mean, 
with the technology available today, 
wouldn’t it be smart for Rider to help 
make our lives easier? 

What many students do not know 
is that the school is already on top of  
it. Rider has had a program called 
EasyPrint since last year. EasyPrint 
lets you send any document from your 
personal computer or laptop to any 
printing station on the Lawrenceville or 
Westminster campus. 

This resource can be downloaded 
from the Rider website free of  charge 
and is completely safe for your com-
puter. In order to download it, you 
need to go to rider.edu and search 
EasyPrint. It’s the first link that pops 
up; it’s as easy as that. The page will 
explain the program and ask you which 
version to download. There is one 
for both PCs and Macs, so make sure 
you download the right one for your 
computer. 

This is a very helpful tool that 

people need to know about. Based 
on personal experience, I know how 
tedious and annoying it is to wait in 
line to send a document to the kiosk 
and then wait in line yet again to print 
something out. These long lines are the 
reason why people are usually late to 
class. Wouldn’t you just like to be able 
to print from your own computer, walk 
to class and go straight to the source to 
print? EasyPrint will allow the docu-
ment you send to stay in the system 
for four hours, which is plenty of  time 
to be able to print. After this time, it 
will be deleted from the memory at the 
station.

Another aspect about this program 
is it allows you to choose the option 
to print on both sides or just one side. 
This helps reduce the amount of  paper 
that is used on a daily basis. 

College takes up a lot of  time and 
energy, so why should the simple act of  
printing documents stress you out even 
more? Rider does have ways to make 
our lives easier, but many people do not 
see them, and EasyPrint is one way to 
make life a whole lot easier. 

-Walter Saravia
Junior English major 

Hidden Resource

EasyPrint saves 
students time

WATER is an essential part of  life 
and with slightly more than 
7 billion people in the world, 
the demand for it is escalating. 

Just like peak oil, there is such a thing as 
peak water — a growing population has 
consequences. Less than 1% of  fresh-
water is available to drink on Earth, and 

the U.S. has the biggest 
water footprint in the 
world. We are consum-
ing more water than the 
Earth can renew, and 
that is a major problem. 

The Eco-Reps’ 
recent green film, 
Last Call at the Oasis, is 
about this horrific crisis 
that is affecting the 
U.S. Taking water for 
granted is a common 
trend. We leave the tap 
on while brushing our 
teeth or decide to take 
a longer shower. Here 
in America, we have 
running water in our 
houses 24/7, yet we 
choose to buy bottled 
water and bring it back 
to a place that already 
has fresh water. We are 
taking a public source 
and turning it into a 
private commodity. 

Rider may not be 
entering a water crisis 
as of  right now, but our 

country is approaching one. Central 
Valley, Calif. produces 25% of  the 
food for the country, according to Dr. 
James S. Famiglietti of  the University 
of  California. According to the USDA 
Economic Research Service, farmers 
have the highest water supply usage, 
which, in most states, is up to 90%. 
Farmers pump groundwater from aqui-
fers, which have taken thousands of  
years just to collect. It’s predicted that 
they will all be depleted within the next 
60 years. No water means no future.

Not only is there an issue with the 
depletion of  our water, but the little we 
have left is being contaminated. New 
pollutants, such as birth control pills 
and antibiotics, are entering our water 
stream when they leave our bodies, 
and they can’t be detected when the 
water is being filtered. Only five out 
of  80,000 chemicals are controlled by 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 
People are under the illusion that 
bottled water is safer and purer, when 
in fact it isn’t regulated as carefully as 
tap water. 

Albert Einstein once said, “Those 
who have the privilege to know, have 
the duty to act.” Now that you know, 
take the responsibility to act. We can’t 
wait for the government to solve these 
issues. It needs to start with us. 

-Katelyn White
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Green Corner

Caution: Water waningON almost every dating website you can find some crazy people, whether you 
pay for the website’s membership or not. Although I concede that online 
dating can be a roller coaster of  an experience, there are some success 
stories out there. I met an amazing guy on OkCupid, the website that was 

discussed in last week’s The Rider News article, “Surviving ill-fated online dating.” 
We are an example of  a success story, and we have been together for a year and 
a half  already. We have a wonderful relationship that I predict will last for a very 
long time. As a result, not all people and dating experiences on these types of  web-
sites turn out sour. 
 -Anne Marie Swayze

Senior political science major

Letter to the Editor

Love strikes on OkCupid

down 40-60.
Even more troubling is that the 

Senate voted down the Manchin-
Toomey Amendment 54-46 that 
would have mandated universal 
background checks for all gun pur-
chases. Unfortunately, the National 
Rifle Association (NRA) and the 
senators it controls have decided that 
such background checks would be an 
invasive violation of  constitutional 
rights. Wayne LaPierre, the executive 
vice president of  the NRA, received 

a deferment from serving in Vietnam 
because of  a mental disorder. 

I know that an assault weapons 
ban and universal background checks 
will not prevent every instance of  
gun violence, but they are a huge and 
logical step in the right direction. I 
just wish that the people who decide 
public policy in the United States 
would understand that one’s right not 
to be shot trumps one’s right to have 
a firearm. I dream of  the day when 
logic and common sense dominate over 
money and special interests. 

-Joe Petrizzo
Copy editor

Gun control
CONT’D FROM P. 8

My friends Mindy and Aimee 
stopped by to visit. I hadn’t seen her 
since we left work on Friday, and know-
ing she was so close to the harm that 
had hit our city, I was so thankful to 
have her standing in my doorway. Just 
being in the presence of  one another 
helped us all.

Later in the day, another friend 
took me to lunch and we avoided the 
news and the city and sat alongside 
the beach outside. The distraction was 
welcomed with open arms. We had 
some small talk about the events but 
mostly tried to keep the conversation 
light. When I returned home, I finally 
allowed myself  to get some sort of  rest. 
When I woke up, I couldn’t help but 
go through Facebook and Twitter and 
all the emotions flooded right back 
into me. The questions about how I 

would ever be able to return to work, 
only because my office is right near the 
scene, were running through my head. 
And it was almost as if  my friend who I 
ate lunch with knew this, as I was able 
to tag along with him to the Wrentham 
Outlets. 

I knew when I got home last night 
that I still wasn’t ready to go back to my 
office and focus on the day-to-day tasks 
of  being a paralegal. I wasn’t ready to 
see my co-workers who would undoubt-
edly ask me about the marathon.

The next morning, the reports were 
still upsetting and bringing tears to my 
face. Then I saw that one of  my team-
mates had gone out and finished what 
was left of  her marathon. It inspired 
me to go out and run another mile 
for all my fellow BBF teammates who 
were so close to reaching their goals 
of  finishing, for all others who didn’t 
finish, for those who were directly 
affected and because that’s what Boston 
Marathoners do. 

Marathon
CONT’D FROM P. 3



10  The Rider News    April 19, 2013

Sports

OB    GNIHSUP UNDARIES

Advance Your Career with a Graduate
Degree from Ramapo College

Programs Available:
• Master of Arts in 

Educational Leadership
• Master of Arts 

in Liberal Studies
Master of Arts 
in Special Education

• Master of Business    
Administration (MBA)

• Master of Science 
in Educational Technology

• Master of Science in Nursing

O F  N E W  J E R S E Y

505 Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah, NJ 07430
www.ramapo.edu/graduate/
201.684.7270   
graduate@ramapo.edu

Register for our Grad Open House:
Tuesday, April 23, 6:30 p.m. The Pavilion
www.ramapo.edu/explore2/

Coming
Soon

Earned Military Friendly
School designation for 2013

Ranked by U.S News & World
Report as one of the Best 

Regional Universities (North).

Listed by Kiplinger’s as one of 100
Best Values in Public Colleges for
eight consecutive years based on
combining outstanding education

with economic value.

Listed by The Princeton Review
as a Best Regional College

(Northeast).

The undergraduate business 
program through The Anisfield

School of Business is accredited by
the Association to Advance Collegiate

Schools of Business (AACSB)

By Tom Albano

WITH the end of  the season right around the 
corner, the Broncs held their annual invita-
tional on their home turf, dominating the 
competition. 

The Broncs felt proud of  their performance at the 
Rider Invitational on April 13.

“We pulled through,” senior hurdler and sprinter 
Dave Brown said. “Everyone just picked up in their 
individual events and collectively, we did a good job.”

The women’s side had the highlight of  the compe-
tition with freshman Madeline Hummel winning the 
400-meter hurdles in 1:02.45, a new Rider record that 
breaks the previous one from 1999.

The women finished first out of  13 teams with 260 
points — 140 ahead of  Sacred Heart, who placed 
second, while the men also finished first. Overall, the 

team earned 231.5 points — 105 points ahead of  
second place.

The victory at home continues a path of  success 
that both teams have been on, with this being the sec-
ond double first-place finish by both teams this season. 

Head Coach Bob Hamer has prepared his team all 
season for this event and knows it will try its hardest to 
succeed.

“It’s definitely challenging and tough to maintain a 
certain level of  performance week in and week out,” 
Hamer said. “We train all year. We preach to our 
teams that we need to be as great as we can be each 
day and when you do that — when you get the chance 
to perform — hopefully, we can perform at a very 
high level.”

Brown said that at this point in the season, each 
athlete is more worried about technique. 

“It’s basically just sharpening up at this point,” 
Brown said. “It’s just focusing on technique and sharp-
ening up those loose ends to get to that big picture.”

Hamer said that this is the point where the athletes 
get extremely determined.

“It’s one of  those things where we keep the 
athletes motivated and from the other standpoint, 
keep performing at a high level,” he said. “The more 
excited about the performance they become, the more  
focused they become at practice.”

The Broncs will continue their season with two 
events, the Larry Ellis Invitational today and April 
20 and the Greyhound Invitational also on April 20. 
Qualifying athletes will participate in the Larry Ellis 
Invitational in Princeton, N.J., while the rest will travel 
to Bethlehem, Pa. for the Greyhound Invitational.

of  their college lives,” Hussong said. 
“Oftentimes a coach’s success is mea-
sured by the number of  championships 
won, but for us, a successful season is 
knowing that we gave our best effort 
in helping our team reach its highest 
potential on the field, in the classroom 
and in the community.”

Hussong has been at Rider since 
2000, and though she has felt the same 
pressures to win as every other Division 
I coach, she has not let that change her 
composure.

 “I feel that keeping everything 
in perspective is key to handling 
the pressure of  college coaching,” 
Hussong said. “Our staff  is extremely 

competitive and we hate to lose, but at 
the end of  the day, if  we walk off  the 
field on the losing side, we can still feel 
good about our day’s work.”

 Hussong’s philosophy has made 
her one of  the most successful coaches 
currently at Rider. During her ten-
ure, Hussong has won four Northeast 
Conference (NEC) Coach of  the Year 
awards, and led nine teams to either an 
NEC Championship or NEC regular 
season title. Her example shows that 
even with high expectations, she has 
found a way to succeed without bend-
ing the rules or mistreating players.

Baseball Head Coach Barry Davis 
has also found a way to be a role model 
while still winning a number of  games 
for Rider. Davis has led the Broncs to 
two seasons with more than 30 wins in 
the past three years.

“My goal is to teach the game the 
best I can, as if  the players will be 
coaches someday,” Davis said. “How 
can I help them make the transi-
tion from an 18-year-old young adult 
to a more mature and responsible 
22-year-old graduate? And once in the 
workforce, how can I help them move 
forward? If  I keep those simple objec-
tives, we all will be successful.” 

Coaches like Baggett, Hussong and 
Davis all understand that there are 
more important factors involved in 
Division I sports than winning. It is a 
time for them to teach their athletes 
how to be good and successful people 
on and off  the playing field. While 
winning is very important to them, 
they have shown composure while 
also bringing winning seasons to this 
university. 

“Each coach is unique and has their 
own personality,” Davis said. “It is a 
fascinating profession that has many 
highs and lows. Coaches are paid 
thousands and in some cases millions of  
dollars. The return on that investment 
is what these universities are looking 
for. So, yes, the pressure to succeed is 
there.”

Ultimately, the pressures of  coaching 
Division I athletics can bring copi-
ous amounts of  stress to the coaches 
involved. It is key that they do not let 
these pressures bring out the worst of  
their personalities. The NCAA has no 
room for coaches who act like Rice, 
but the expectations to win at this level 
might be too much.
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Broncs crush competition at Rider Invitational
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By Steven Eggert

THE Broncs look to build on their 
MAAC-leading 7-2 conference 
record when they face Saint Peter’s 
in a three-game home series April 

20 and 21. 
In their previous MAAC series on 

April 13 and 14, the Broncs (21-14) 
played two-time defending champion 
Manhattan (16-18, 6-6 MAAC). After 
losing the first game 3-1, Rider fought 
back to get the victory in the next two 
games 6-5 and 6-3, winning the series.

“The thing about playing 
Manhattan is, they are defending 
champs two times in a row,” Head 
Coach Barry Davis said. “It doesn’t 
matter what their situation is — you 
kind of  know that going in. Also, we’ve 
never won up there. We’ve won games, 
but never a series. And to do that was 
a great accomplishment for us. Plus it 
keeps us at the top of  the league.”  

This week, Rider played two 
midweek games. The team lost 3-1 to 
Monmouth (21-14, 12-4 NEC) on April 
16 and followed that with a win against 
Long Island - Brooklyn (10-22, 6-6 
NEC) on April 17.

This weekend, the Saint Peter’s 
Peacocks (12-20, 5-4 MAAC) come to 
Sonny Pittaro Field, intending to halt 
the recent conference success of  the 
Broncs. Sophomore catcher Eric Strano 
believes this weekend will be important 
for the team to differentiate itself  from 
the rest of  the teams in the conference.

“We won the series last year, and 

we’d like to continue that trend,” 
Strano said. “This is a big MAAC 
weekend for us. After playing three 
good MAAC teams and winning those 
series, it will be huge if  we can come 
out and solidify ourselves as the No. 1 
team.”

The Broncs have had a lot of  recent 
success because of  some changes in the 
batting order. After being seen at the 
bottom of  the order earlier in the sea-
son, sophomore infielder Mike Parsons 
was placed at leadoff, while junior 
outfielder Nick Crescenzo was put to 

bat fifth.
“If  you look at our statistics, your 

leadoff  guy has got to be a guy who’s 
willing to take pitches, and Parsons is,” 
Davis said. “Crescenzo has been pretty 
productive with runners in scoring 
position and hitting from the five hole. 
You are hoping he’s going to have more 
opportunities with your one-two-three-
four hitters in front.”

Parsons has been a leadoff  hitter 
since his younger days playing baseball, 
so he embraces this role.

“My job is to see as many pitches as 
I can, try to be productive at bat, get 
on base and get things going,” Parsons 
said. “I think it jump-starts the team 
when the leadoff  guy gets on. It’s a big 
deal. I’ve batted leadoff  a lot of  my life, 
so it’s coming naturally to me.”

Pitching has been the cornerstone 
for the team this year. As catcher, 
Strano has enjoyed seeing the progres-
sion of  the pitching staff  from behind 
the plate.

“The starters have been good from 
day one,” Strano said. “The bullpen’s 
really coming along, and later in the 
season, you see who your main guys 
are going to be. Senior pitchers Sean 
Kuberet and Chris Taylor have been 
able to come out of  the bullpen suc-
cessfully. They are important building 
blocks to get to the sophomore closer 
Zach Mawson.”
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Sophomore infielder Mike Parsons had three hits in the third game of the away series at Manhattan. 
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Broncs bolster MAAC lead at Manhattan
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By  Cristiana Votta

ONE door has closed as another has opened in the 
life of  former junior guard of  the men’s basket-
ball team, Nurideen Lindsey. 

Lindsey, a Philadelphia native, transferred 
from St. John’s basketball program with two more 
years of  NCAA eligibility. He has officially withdrawn 
from Rider to pursue a professional basketball career. 
Lindsey brought big hopes for the Broncs, starting 30 
out of  32 games after posting a strong start to his only 
season at Rider.

“There was a lot of  expectation placed on his 
shoulders,” said Kyle Franko, a reporter who covers 
the Broncs for The Trentonian. “He didn’t do himself  
any favors by scoring 26 points in the opener. All of  
a sudden, people thought they had an all-conference 
guard.”

Supporting his family has always been Lindsey’s 
main concern and a large reason for his transfer 
here last fall. His decision then to leave St. John’s 
was strongly influenced by his family’s needs, and his 
intentions have always been the same. Lindsey was 
hoping he could come into the MAAC, gain some 
positive statistics and then take his talents to the pros. 

“It wasn’t a surprise at the end of  the year when 
we met,” Head Coach Kevin Baggett said. “I wasn’t 
100% sure if  he wanted to come back and try to have 
a better year or if  he wanted to move forward and 
turn professional.” 

The final decision was made after the Broncs’ last 
game of  the season. 

“I decided I was leaving after our last game against 
East Carolina in the CIT,” Lindsey said. “I sat down 
with my family and had a long talk about whether this 
would be the best decision and ultimately that’s what 
was decided.”

Lindsey is currently in Los Angeles working with 
an undisclosed agency and is following the path of  his 
dreams.  

With his goals in mind, Lindsey heads into the 
future with a strong will to compete. 

“I just know that he’s determined,” Baggett said. 
“Nuri is a fighter — he’s always been. He’s been 
through a lot in his life and he always finds a way. I 
wouldn’t be surprised if  he finds a way of  doing pretty 
well professionally.” 

Baggett emphasized Lindsey’s importance to the 
program and what he brought to the court during his 
time at Rider. 

“Nurideen was a very good teammate to our guys,” 
Baggett said. “I think they looked up to him — the 
freshmen and sophomores did. He came, competed 
and brought a level of  being someone that played in 
the Big East at a higher level. He brought an under-
standing of  what it takes to play at those levels and 

tried to translate it into this level here.” 
From an outsider’s perspective, Lindsey brought a 

certain drive to the Broncs’ success. 
“He was a guy that could score off  the dribble and 

attack the basket,” Franko said. “I think they will miss 
that the most. You can always use a guy like that who 
can carry the team for a stretch.”

Lindsey’s intentions are clear and concise heading 
into the future. 

“My goals for the short term are the same as the 
long term: continuing to work hard, staying dedicated 
to the game that I’ve been so blessed with being able 
to play and making sure I’m able to take care of  my 
family,” Lindsey said.

Beyond personal obligations, Lindsey knows exactly 
where he’d like his basketball career to take him. 

“My plan is the NBA, and from there, however 
things go is how they will go,” Lindsey said. “The 
initial plan from day one is pursuing my NBA dream 
and opportunity. If  that doesn’t work out, I will look to 
go overseas.”

Lindsey’s season ended on a different note than 
expected — averaging only 8 ppg with 102 turnovers. 
He was scouted by multiple NBA teams throughout 
the season. The fate of  his future lies in the hands of  
his prospective coaches.

Even though his future pulls him away from 
Rider, he will always have support from its basketball 
program. 

“I wish him all the best,” Baggett said. “I want to 
see him be able to take care of  his family. Any time 
a young man goes through adversity with his fam-
ily, you root for him. I’m certainly here for him and I 
wish him nothing but the best. He knows that he can 
always come back here if  he needs me for anything. 
I’ll always be here for him.” 

Beyond basketball skills, Lindsey learned many life 
lessons that he will take with him on his journey. 

“I’ve learned a lot about maturity and staying men-
tally strong,” Lindsey said. “It will help me a lot on the 
next level.” 

Deciding to leave meant one big loss: the connec-
tion that was made over the last year with the team. 

“I’ll miss my teammates the most,” Lindsey said. 
“I built a relationship with the guys on the team, they 
were like my brothers. I wish the best for all of  them 
and hope everyone continues to work hard so that 
they can bring something back to Rider that has never 
been done.” 

Though Lindsey has withdrawn from Rider, he 
looks to finish his degree at some point and will leave 
the university on good terms. 

“I sincerely appreciate the opportunity Rider gave 
me and I just want to thank everyone there that has 
supported me and my family throughout the year as 
I continue my journey toward reaching the NBA,” 
Lindsey said. 

Contact this writer at vottac@theridernews.com

Sports
Lindsey leaves Rider in hopes of NBA

Former junior guard Nurideen Lindsey started 30 out of 32 games for the Broncs in the 2012-13 season, compiling a total of 257 points.

Be
n 

St
ra

hl
e/

Ri
de

r U
ni

ve
rs

it
y 

Coaches cope with Division I pressures, expectations
By Chris Brooks

WHETHER they play on a court, a 
field or a mat, all athletes pos-
sess a strong desire to succeed. 
In each and every game, they 

give all they have to come out with a vic-
tory. But the pressures to win do not fall 
solely on the players’ shoulders. Coaches 
of  Division I athletics also bear a heavy 
load of  expectations to succeed.

Year in and year out, coaches are 
expected to win and bring acclaim to 
their establishments, but in the NCAA, 
the competition is stiff, and there are 
hundreds of  other teams looking to 
harness all of  the glory.  

Basketball Head Coach Kevin 
Baggett, who has worked at the 
Division I level for 16 years, is no 
stranger to the stress that comes from 
his profession.

 “There is pressure from within,” 

he said. “There is pressure from your 
alumni; there is pressure from your 
administration. There are a lot of  
expectations for coaches to win, and at 
the end of  the day it is a big business 
and a billion-dollar industry. So all of  
the pressure trickles down.”

Division I sports is a huge industry 
where everyone is expected to win it all. 
Sometimes, coaches who do not meet 
expectations are quickly axed to make 
room for ones who may do a better job. 
Even though the fans and the players 
are happy with their accomplishments, 
the administration doesn’t always agree. 

“This year, Ben Howland for UCLA, 
who had been to three final fours and 
got to the NCAA tournament this 
season, lost and got fired,” Baggett said. 
“Tubby Smith in Minnesota  — with 
all the success he had — got to the 
second round. He got fired. It doesn’t 

even translate to getting into the NCAA 
Tournament anymore; it’s about win-
ning it all.”

While it is no crime to expect a team 
to succeed, the pressure to win is bring-
ing out the ugly side of  the NCAA. 
Just recently, Rutgers basketball Head 
Coach Mike Rice was fired for physi-
cally abusing student athletes and using 
racial slurs. The pressures to win at this 
level could cause coaches like Rice to 
act on impulses that they would later 
regret.

Even though Baggett feels the 
pressure on a daily basis, he does not 
believe there is any excuse for Rice’s 
behavior.

 “I think there are situations where 
coaches might bend the rules here and 
there, but I don’t think there’s ever a 
reason to put your hands on a player or 
throw a ball at a player,” Baggett said. 

“I don’t think those pressures should 
ever be taken out against anyone else.”

College athletics are a major step-
ping stone for all athletes involved. It 
is a period of  their lives where they 
are looking to build character, not only 
learn to succeed in their sport, but in 
everyday life. Though the coaches may 
be under a lot of  stress to win, acting 
out against their players will only cause 
more problems.

 Field Hockey Head Coach Lori 
Hussong is a strong believer in becom-
ing a role model for her players. 

“The pressure that our coaching 
staff  feels does not necessarily come 
from the feeling to win, but moreso is 
the pressure to provide our players with 
a positive 
experi-
ence in 
every facet ➠ SEE COACHES
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