
The fight continues: 

Rider steps toward a cure
By Julia Kirk

EACH year approximately 7.6 mil-
lion people die from cancer glob-
ally, according to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 

and because cancer never sleeps, Rider 
hosted a 12-hour Relay For Life event 
for the fifth year in a row on April 6. 
So far, the university has raised more 
than $51,000 as a result of  online and 
in-person donations. 

Relay For Life, which is the sig-
nature fundraiser of  the American 
Cancer Society, helps raise money for 
the fight against cancer. Every year, 
the events — which take place around 
the world — collect more than $400 
million for those who are battling the 
devastating illness.

According to Relay For Life Chair 
Bridget Guardia, 716 participants 
camped out in the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC). This year, the theme 
of  the event was Hawaiian luau, and 
various Rider student organizations, 
such as clubs, sports teams, honor 
societies and Greek chapters, formed 

teams of  students.
The only requirements for the 

event were that each team had to 
have at least one participant on the 
track at all times and participants 
were urged to donate a small amount. 
If  you someone signed up early it was 
only a $10 registration fee or a $20 
fee if  he or she signed up later. 

Sigma Phi Epsilon raised the most 
money, totaling $4,905.

Guardia said she was pleased with 
fundraiser’s outcome.

“I think the event went great,” said 
Guardia. “Everyone seemed to have 
fun. We met our fundraising goal as 
well. We couldn’t have asked for more. 
I’m excited to make next year even 
better.” 

There were also performances by 
the Rider Vibes and Rider Dance 
Ensemble. Kathy Walkie from The 
Real Housewives of  New Jersey was also 
in attendance and took pictures with 
several clubs 
and organi-
zations. 
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DATING DOWNER
Editor shares her disastrous online dating 
experience. page 8

JERSEY STRONG
Rider sophomore Joe Marchiafava helped restore 
the Shore over spring break. page 5

FLYING HIGH
Cheerleading wins back-to-back titles in Reach the 
Beach championship. page 12

By Dan Perez and Jen Maldonado

IT may affect what school a student chooses to attend. 
It may decide what a student will do after gradua-
tion. Debt caused by student loans is an issue that 
crosses the mind of  many college students. 
In an era where a bachelor’s degree doesn’t guaran-

tee immediate employment, understanding student 
loan options and the potential outcomes is crucial to 
preventing financial instability.  

Several tips can help students decide how they 
are going to borrow money in order to attend col-
lege, according to Jamie O’Hara, vice president of  
Enrollment Management at Rider. 

 “Become an informed consumer,” O’Hara said. 
“Understand your total educational investment, 
including the future cost of  all loans and consider all 
other resources before borrowing.” 

Students are well advised to exhaust their federal 
student loan options before considering a private loan.

“Federal student loans offer borrowers many ben-
efits that are not typically found in private loans,” he 
said. 

These benefits include fixed interest rates, flex-
ibility in choosing a repayment plan, income-based 
repayment plans, and loan forgiveness and defer-
ment options. Private loans, on the other hand, often 
have interest rates that can fluctuate, require a credit 
check and do not provide 
the same flexibility federal 
loans do.

Julia Layton, 

In order to best manage student loans, Rider’s Vice President of Enrollment Management Jamie O’Hara suggests that students be informed, 
keep track of loan information, develop a budget, pay on time and contact a lender if necessary. 

➠ SEE SGA
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Learning Up on Loans
How to make sure your college debt won’t break the bank

Meet your new Exec. Board
By Jen Maldonado

THE votes have been 
tallied and Rider’s 
Lawrenceville campus 
has its new Student 

Government Association 
(SGA) Executive Board 
members.

Junior elementary 
education and integrated 
science and math major 
Eric Cotrell will be 
president, junior biology 
major Nathaniel Culp 
was elected vice presi-
dent, freshman business 
administration major 
Fatima Koroma will serve 
as secretary and junior 
psychology major Andrew 
Abdallah is set to be 
treasurer. The results were 
announced on April 9 at 
7:30 p.m.    

Cotrell hopes as presi-
dent he will continue to 

➠ SEE RELAY
PAGE 2

➠ SEE DEBT
PAGE 4

The new SGA officers, clockwise from top left, are President Eric 
Cotrell, Vice President Nate Culp, Treasurer Adam Adballah 
and Secretary Fatima Koroma. 
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Saturday, April 13

BranchOut’s Murder Mystery
8:30 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room

Friday, April 19

Senior Ball
Tickets on sale in the SRC ticket booth for $50 until 
April 12.

SLC Mentor Workshop
4 p.m., Science Building Room 310

Friday, April 19

iStock 
Poyda Hall’s annual carnival
1 p.m., Poyda lawn

C O M I N G  U P. . .

N E W S  B R I E F S

Relay injury
During Rider’s Relay For Life 

event, a student approached a 
Public Safety officer regarding a 
knee injury. 

On April 6 at 11:48 p.m., the 
female resident student notified 
the officer on duty in the Student 
Recreation Center (SRC) of a pos-
sible dislocated knee. She told 
the officer that while dancing, 
she heard a “pop” in her left knee. 

The officer performed a brief 
assessment of her knee and 
called an ambulance to transport 
the student to a nearby hospi-
tal for further treatment and 
evaluation. 

Relay injury part 2
While on duty at Relay For Life, 

Public Safety was notified of a 
walking-related injury in the SRC 
on April 7. 

At 2:05 a.m., a student 
approached an officer in the 
SRC saying she had sprained 
her ankle. The officer examined 
the ankle and noticed that it 
was swollen. The student was 
provided with several ice packs 
and did not request additional 
treatment.

Shocking cell
A female resident student 

injured herself while attempting 
to charge her cell phone on April 
6. 

At 6:21 p.m., Public Safety was 
called to University House on the 
report of an injury. The student 
told the officers that while she 
was plugging her phone char-
ger into a power strip she was 
shocked and felt a sting on her 
lower left neck area. 

The officers noticed that this 
area on her neck was red, but 
the student declined any further 
medical treatment. Facilities was 
then notified to determine the 
cause of the shock. Upon arrival, 
Facilities reset the breaker and 
tested the equipment. 

Page 2

Relay
CONT’D FROM P. 1

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
P R O V I D E D  B Y  D I R E C T O R  O F  P U B L I C  S A F E T Y  V I C K I E  W E A V E R

Members of Delta Sigma Pi listen intently to Rider’s 
Relay For Life 2013 keynote speaker. 

Ashley Pichardo, ’12, tells the story of her diagnosis and battle with acute myeloid leukemia as this 
year’s Relay For Life keynote speaker. She is awaiting her official remission results.

Lindsey leaves Rider
Nurideen Lindsey has withdrawn from the 

university to pursue professional basketball, 
according to Kyle Franko, beat writer for the men’s 
basketball team. Lindsey averaged 8 ppg in his 
one year on the team after transferring from St. 
John’s on a hardship waiver.

Tweet your way to better writing
This weekend Rider’s student writing tutors 

from the Writing Lab in the Student Success 
Center will be presenting their workshop 

“From Tweet to Thesis: A Student Writing Tutor 
Developed Interdisciplinary Writing Workshop 
Series” at the North East Writing Centers 
Association conference in New Hampshire.

According to senior elementary education and 
math major Marina DeVino, the tutors’ goal is to 
relate writing for social networks to thesis state-
ment development. 

One of the strategies to be discussed is how a 
student’s posts on his or her Twitter can be a main 
topic of a paper; in other words, a tweet equals 
a thesis. Furthermore, retweets can be seen as 
direct quotes. 

The writing tutors that will be presenting at the 
conference are seniors Christina LoBrutto, Marina 
DeVino, Kaitlyn D’Onofrio and Jeff MacLeod.

This year’s keynote 
speaker was Ashley Pichardo, 
a Rider alumna from the 
class of  2012, who was diag-

nosed with acute myeloid leukemia (AML) — a rare, 
rapid-growing form of  cancer — in October.

“In the past six months I’ve been through 
three rounds of  chemotherapy, three liver biopsies, 
three procedures to insert ports in my veins, five bone 
marrow biopsies and a life-saving bone marrow trans-
plant,” Pichardo said. “These past months have been 
intense, and I wouldn’t wish what I went through on 
anybody. I am now recovering from my bone marrow 
transplant as the transplant took a toll on my body.” 

Pichardo was at Rider’s first Relay For Life event 
in 2009 and has been attending them ever since. She 
is scheduled to receive her official remission results 
within the next week.

“Participating in Relay for the past couple years was 
an experience, to say the least,” said Pichardo. “They 
were always emotional for me as I relayed for family 
and friends that I have lost. This year I am probably 
going to be more of  an emotional mess because I am 
not only relaying for myself  but also my grandfather, 
who passed away while I was in treatment.” 

When Pichardo received a letter in the mail asking 
her to speak for Relay For Life, she realized that her 
story of  survival could be shared with others affected 
by cancer.

“Being a part of  this event as the speaker is some-
thing I would never have imagined, but it is such an 

honor that they thought of  me,” said Pichardo. “It 
excites me to know that I am a part of  something so 
grand: the fight against cancer. So many people are 
touched by cancer and it isn’t necessarily something 
we all speak about openly because it is such a sour 
subject. Being able to have an event like this opens 
up the conversation and unites people under one 
community.”

According to relayforlife.org, Relay fundrais-
ers are held in more than 521,000 communities in 
20 countries. All the proceeds are used to invest in 
groundbreaking research in every type of  cancer and 
to provide free information and services to cancer 
patients and their families. 

With the help of  the team members and other 
donors, the fight for every birthday threatened by 
cancer is growing stronger. Almost everyone has been 
affected by cancer in some way, and Relay For Life 
serves to not only remind us that people are still fight-
ing, but to remember those we have lost. 

As a participant on the School of  Education relay 
team, junior elementary education major Lindsey 
Hegenauer said she was touched by the event and the 
overall spirit of  the night.

“Hearing Ashley’s story, walking the track and 
spending the night honoring those that have fought 
cancer really made this night special for me,” 
Hegenauer said. “It’s an event that brings the campus 
community together for an amazing reason.”
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SEE A FULL PHOTO GALLERY 
OF RELAY FOR LIFE AT 
THERIDERNEWS.COM
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Teaching the building blocks of business
By Katie Zeck

WHAT do you get if  you take 107 
Trenton middle school students, 
28 Rider students, 12 businesses 
and put them all together at one 

festival? Rider’s 17th annual Minding Our 
Business (MOB) Market Fair Day. 

The community event, which is hosted 
through the course LDP 220, will take 
place on April 13 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at P.J. Hill School in Trenton. Market 
Fair Day is an event organized by Rider 
student mentors and the middle school 
students. Over the course of  14 after-
school training sessions from February to 
April, the Trenton students split into teams and work 
collaboratively to develop a new business idea, prepare 
a business plan and formally present the plan to a 
board of  business judges. The Rider students facilitate 
and provide feedback to the groups. The groups are 
provided with a start-up loan of  $200 and have the 
next 13 weeks to execute their business. Market Fair 
Day is the unveiling of  their businesses to the public. 

Junior secondary education and business and 
marketing major Alex Lamon, a student in the LDP 
220 course, which is titled “Minding Our Business,” 
has found this program to be beneficial a partnership 
between himself  as a Rider student and the middle 
school students.

“I’m a business education major, so the [MOB pro-
gram] was a great opportunity for me,” Lamon said. 
“The kids have done a lot so far leading up to Market 
Fair Day. To prepare, they have decided on their team 
name, what they will sell, what prices they will charge 
and if  there will be any coupons or special deals. 

The students have made promotional fliers and 

large posters that will be hanging at their table on 
Market Fair Day. They’ve been working on building 
relationships with each other, and most recently pre-
sented to a panel of  business people to secure funding 
for their business idea.

Some of  the businesses include lemonade stands, 
video game stations and hot dog stands.

According to Dr. Sigfredo Hernandez, associate 
professor of  marketing, advertising and legal studies, 
founder of  the MOB course and professor of  LDP 
220, the Rider students are as crucial to the program 
as the participating Trenton students.

“The Rider students are trained as team mentor-
facilitators,” Hernandez said. “They guide groups of  
Trenton middle school students through the process of  
planning and running a business .”

Throughout the duration of  the course, Rider stu-
dents participate in a weekend training conference at 
the start of  the semester. According to Hernandez, the 
students undergo 17 hours of  intensive training and 
provide more than 21 hours of  mentoring services. 

He added that the class “had positive 
long-term effects on mentors’ attitudes, 
intentions and behaviors involving their 
learning experience, career selection, 
career preparation, skill development and 
community service involvement.”

Hernandez has also found that the 
middle-schoolers benefit from the event 
from an academic standpoint. 

“Students who have participated in 
MOB observe positive changes in self  and 
improvement in leadership, communica-
tion, entrepreneurship and team skills,” 
Hernandez said. “MOB also improves 
self-esteem among participating students 

and in comparison to control groups. Research on 
academic records data indicates that participation in 
the MOB Spring Program reduces school absenteeism 
and tardiness.”

The program will also include a performance by 
Philadelphia-based blues band Lenny G & the Soul 
Senders, DJ Toots and The New Millennium Drill 
Team.

Lamon is most looking forward to witnessing the 
outcome of  13 weeks of  hard work put in by the 
Trenton students. 

“I’m excited to see the kids enjoying selling their 
business,” Lamon said. “I want them to see all their 
work paying off, as customers purchase our foods that 
we are selling. It’s all about the kids — we have them 
take ownership. My co-mentor and I facilitate, but we 
want the kids to see that this is their idea. Any accom-
plishments made are because of  their efforts.”

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.com

News

Earn summer credits at

STOCKTON COLLEGE
•  Eight different summer sessions with starting dates in May, June and July
• Discounted tuition and housing
•    Convenient class times, online and distance learning courses available

www.stockton.edu/summer

Stockton College is an AA/EO institution.

Teaching in Nicaragua
Meghan Wischusen, a 2009 Providence College graduate, was teaching fourth 
grade in Roselle Park a year after graduation when she realized she needed a 
change. Wischusen, who is family friends with Dr. Tracey Garrett, an associate 
professor of teacher education at Rider, was invited to speak about the two years 
she spent teaching in Nicaragua as a volunteer in the Peace Corps. While abroad, 
Wischusen taught a wide range of age groups with limited resources, organized 
a women’s craft group and coached a softball team. During her speech, she 
discussed the challenges and rewards she experienced while teaching and living 
in an unknown environment. This event was hosted as a part of Rider’s School of 
Education 100th anniversary celebration. 

SGA     
CONT’D FROM P. 1

keep the “strong initiatives” 
from this year’s SGA commit-
tee going.

 “The 2012-13 SGA laid 
down an awesome foundation, and I’m look-
ing forward to building upon that and making 
things even better,” he said.

Culp, who was the only candidate to run 
opposed, said he is excited to start his term as 
vice president alongside his fellow new board 
members. 

“I want every student at Rider to know that 
their voice should be heard,” Culp said. “I’m 
ready to work with a great Executive Board and 
see how we can really change this university for 
the better.”

Koroma also wants SGA to leave a positive 

mark on the university.
“As secretary I want to do more than just 

send out minutes to the student body,” Koroma 
said. “One of  my goals for next year is to get 
the student body to be more informed about 
SGA. This will not only increase voter tur outs 
in the next years, but students will understand 
the purpose of  senate and how SGA functions.” 

Abdallah is also ready to make a difference 
in his new leadership role.

“In a meeting on [April 10], President 
Rozanski told my fellow newly-elected SGA 
executive board members and I that ‘it’s not a 
matter of  replacement but one of  succession,’ 
he said. “I intend to follow his advice and strive 
for excellence in my position.”
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Debt
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News
contributing writer to a 
Discovery Channel website, 
agrees with O’Hara’s view 
that students should attempt 

to stick only with federal loans.
“Avoid private loans if  you can realistically squeak 

by on federal loans and grants, which often have lower 
interest rates,” Layton wrote.

 O’Hara stressed that keeping track of  one’s 
financial information, such as knowing one’s personal 
amount of  student debt, is another way to manage 
loans and avoid falling behind on repayment. The 
lender contact information and the interest rates and 
repayment options of  the loan are essential compo-
nents students must be aware of.

Additionally, developing a budget and sticking to it, 
along with making realistic choices and avoiding any 
unnecessary costs are ways to minimize debt overall.

“Never borrow more than you need for educational 
expenses, even if  you are eligible to borrow more,” 
O’Hara advised.

Layton agrees with O’Hara’s advice.
“If  you’re going to have to put more than 10% of  

your pre-tax, post-graduation income toward loan 
repayment, you’ve borrowed too much,” she wrote.

When it comes to paying back the money students 
borrowed, O’Hara said students should pay on time 
each month and never miss a payment.

At Rider, O’Hara explained that a “personalized 
counseling approach rather than any one-size-fits-all 
rule” is applied when it comes to helping students 
figure out their financial situation.

“We actively work with students to minimize their 
educational expense,” he said. “For students and par-
ents seeking supplemental loans, we provide detailed 
consumer information and counseling.”

Financial aid counselors at the university encourage 
students who are taking on debt to consider various 
issues that will impact the students after graduation, 
such as their expected income, future living expenses 
and how much they will have to pay each month if  
they take out a loan. 

National Scene
Total student debt has nearly tripled during the last 

eight years, with about 37 million Americans sharing 
about $1 trillion in these loans, according to a report 
from the New York Federal Reserve released last 
month. 

About two-thirds of  all undergraduates at four-year 
colleges in the country graduate with an average debt 
of  $22,656, according to finaid.org, a resource on 
school financial aid. At Rider, the average debt was 
$35,449 in 2011, according to a report by the Project 
on Student Debt, a branch of  the Institute for College 
Access and Success. The study also stated that 72% 
of  graduates finished their Rider education with some 
kind of  student debt in 2011.

How Much is Too 
Much Student Debt?

Federal student loans are 
funded by the federal govern-
ment while private student loans 
are made by a lender like a bank 
or credit union, according to 
studentaid.ed.gov, a resource 
on student financial informa-
tion provided by the U.S. 
Department of  Education.

Another key difference 
between the two loans is that 
federal student loans include 
benefits like fixed interest rates 
and income-based repayment 
plans that aren’t typically 
offered by private student loans.

“We frankly prefer that stu-
dents apply for federal loans,” 
said O’Hara said. 

The College Scorecard, a 
tool created by the Department 
of  Education, states that fami-
lies typically borrow $23,100 
in federal loans for a student’s 
undergraduate study at Rider. 
The federal loan payment over 
10 years for this amount is 
around $265 per month.

According to the College 
Scorecard, 7.4% of  borrowers 

from Rider defaulted on their federal student loans 
within three years of  entering repayment. The 
national average is 13.4%.

‘A Difficult Position’
Some students haven’t had an easy experience with 

their loans and decided to take on more than they 
could handle. Gabriel Gray, a Rider alumus, signed up 
for a $12,000 private unsubsidized loan from Rider his 
freshman year. 

“I didn’t know about the pitfalls that come with 
student debt,” said Gray, who attended Rider from 
2000-04. 

Only two classes away from completing his bach-
elor’s degree, Gray chose to leave school to work full-
time. He returned in 2010 to finish those two courses.

One thing didn’t stop during Gray’s absence from 
college— the accrual of  interest on one of  his student 
loans. From 2004-12, he didn’t pay any of  the $9,000 
interest that had accrued. He discovered what the total 
amount had risen to last year, when he needed his offi-
cial transcript from the university but it was withheld 
from him because of  his outstanding debt.

Rider serves as the lender and servicer of  the pri-
vate loan the student took out. The repayment period 
was 10 years during which the amount is expected 
to be paid back directly to the college. In 2006, the 
college began to limit these types of  private loans to 
a smaller number of  students who are not eligible for 
other private loan funding, said O’Hara.

 “Rider officials work with students who are expe-
riencing difficulty paying back their loans,” O’Hara 
said. “Unfortunately, when a student doesn’t follow 
through on his or her obligations over an extended 
period of  time, or does not maintain good communi-
cations with staff, he or she may end up in a difficult 
position. This did not occur in this student’s situation, 
even though Rider made a special effort to reduce the 
requirement for a one-time release of  the transcript.” 

 ‘I Didn’t Think Ahead’

For Aislin Lavin, a former St. Joseph’s University 
student, college debt and loans were also a confusing 
world to navigate.

Lavin, who attended St. Joe’s from 2006-10, took 
out mostly private unsubsidized loans directly from 
her college and several federal subsidized loans. The 
total dollar amount, including several years of  interest, 
of  all of  her loans, came to nearly $80,000. She said 
she has been paying “big chunks” out of  the total for 
the past two years.

 “Each month I pay the minimum allowed for my 
loans, which adds up to about $750 to $800,” said 
Lavin, who lives in Norristown, P.a.

She expects to be able to pay off  up to 80% of  
her federal loans during the course of  her time with 
the Peace Corps. However, she thinks it will take her 
around 20 years to completely pay off  her private 
loans.

Lavin said she wishes she had been aware of  ways 
to begin paying off  her student loans while she was 
still in school.

 “There was no discussion of  options by the univer-
sities I was in contact with nor the banks,” she said. “I 
didn’t think ahead about how I was going to be able to 
pay off  my loans.”

A New Hope
Not all students have had trouble when it comes to 

figuring out to responsibly pay for their college tuition. 
“By the time I graduate, I’ll have about $18,000 

in federal loan debt,” said Michael Zahorsky, a junior 
Radio and TV major at Rider.

Zahorsky made sure not to take out private loans 
because he knew federal loans came with more flexible 
repayment terms.

“I planned out how much my Stafford loans would 
cover and was happy to find out that I didn’t need any 
private ones,” he said. “I’m glad that I sat down and 
read about different types of  loans because borrowing 
this much money could have a huge impact on my life 
after I graduate.”

Loan tips for students
(provided by Jamie O’Hara, vice president 
of  Enrollment Management)
1. Become an informed consumer. Understand your total educational  

investment. Consider all other resources before borrowing.

2. Keep track of information: Know your total debt, lender contact 
information, interest rates and terms and repayment options.

3. Develop a budget and stick to it. Make realistic choices and avoid unnecessary cost.

4. In repayment, pay on time and never miss a payment. If possible while in 
school, pay the monthly-accrued interest on your interest-bearing loans.

5. Contact your lender immediately if you have difficulty making the scheduled payments.
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RATHER than spending the week 
relaxing and catching up with 
friends, Joe Marchiafava, a sopho-
more global supply chain man-

agement major, worked with mtvU and 
United Way for Spring Fix ’13 to help 
rebuild homes and buildings that were 
devastated by Hurricane Sandy.

Out of  more than 3,000 applicants, 
Marchiafava was one of  50 chosen to 
participate in Spring Fix ’13, an event 
that took place from March 17-23 and 
sent college students from around the 
country to different locations struck by 
Sandy. According to mtvu.com, more 
than 40,000 buildings were damaged in 
Ocean County, N.J. alone. 

“For us to go down there, to do 
the work for free and help the people 
out, the locals were so grateful,” 
Marchiafava said. “It was priceless.”

In order to be chosen, Marchiafava 
had to complete an internship-like 
application. He sent in his résumé as 
well as a few paragraphs about his 
school, why he was applying and the 
effect Sandy had on him. He also 
submitted a video to explain why he 
should be chosen and how he would be 
beneficial to the project.

Immediately following Sandy’s ram-
page up the East Coast, Marchiafava 
helped fix his family’s beach house in 
south Seaside Park, N.J., which was 

“livable,” unlike the countless other 
homes that were ripped down to their 
foundations after the storm. As some-
one who had seen the damage first-
hand, Marchiafava felt the need to help 
give back and rebuild.

Sophomore accounting major Mike 
Origoni felt Marchiafava’s actions 
helped relieve some of  the Sandy-
related stress among those who live and 
work on the coastline.

“Joe’s opportunity to help Sandy 
victims was an extraordinary one,” he 
said. “He had a fantastic experience, 
and the work he did with the other 
students will definitely help the towns 
and citizens affected.”

The volunteers were split into 
groups of  10 and sent to locations 
including Staten Island and Rockaway 
Beach in New York, and Union Beach 
and Lavallette in New Jersey.

Even after seeing the damage to his 
beach house, Marchiafava was horrified 
by the devastation.

“To see the roller coaster in the 
ocean was horrible,” he said. “There 
were some houses where you could see 
the concrete and bricks, but there was 
no house. It was pretty scary.”

His sister, senior advertising major 
Angelina Marchiafava, was just as 
shocked by the destruction when she 
and her brother went to visit after the 
storm.

“On our block alone, homes were 
washed into the bay and boats were 
smashed into people’s homes,” she said. 
“My brother and I both knew as we 
drove around Seaside, N.J., that our 
summers would never be the same.”

Marchiafava’s group echoed this 
reaction, falling silent as they crossed 
the bridge leading to the shore only to 
see houses in piles.

Once the group arrived in 
Lavallette, it was sent to help an elderly 
couple who had been taken advantage 
of  by contractors and were unable to 
pay the fees. By drywalling, installing 
insulation and spackling, the college 
students helped put the destroyed house 
back together again.

Through this shared experience, 
Marchiafava said the group became a 
family.

“To have so many different back-
grounds mix together perfectly was one 
of  the best things,” he said.

Marchiafava said the community 
embraced the cause. He reminisced 
about being stopped by a woman in 
Wawa while they were wearing their 
Spring Fix T-shirts. She expressed 
gratitude after they explained what they 
were doing. He said that locals “knew 
we were trying to help other people out 
and they were very excited about what 
we were doing.”

From the couple they helped to the 
students who participated, Marchiafava 
said this project had a resounding effect 
on him, which his sister recognized.

“After hearing what my brother had 
to say about the program and seeing 
everything his group did to help indi-
viduals rebuild their lives, I would say I 
believe the program is one of  the best 
things that MTV has put together thus 
far,” Angelina Machiafava said. “The 
shore will never be the same, but we 
still need to do our best to restore it and 
make it even better than it once was.”
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Rider student helps 
restore the shore
By Tara DeLorenzo

Joe Marchiafava helps put a hurricane-decimated house back together again in Lavallette, N.J.
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Join
RIDER RUNNERS’

RUN OVER VIOLENCE 5K
When: Saturday, April 20 at 9 a.m.

Where: in front of the SRC

Sign up to run and/or volunteer at: Rov5k.webs.com

THE traveling exhibit of  the late 
Joseph Fiore’s work is taking a 
pit stop at Rider’s Art Gallery. 

This latest exhibition 
utilizes watercolors and charcoal 
to create both abstract shapes and 
landscapes, including 48 draw-
ings, pastels and watercolors that 
were created from 1946-2000. The 
Fiore/DRAWING exhibit has been 
on display since March 14 and will 
be showcased until April 21 in the 
Art Gallery in the Bart Luedeke 
Center.

“These pieces are a survey of  
his life’s work,” said David Dewey, 
trustee and creator of  the Falcon 
Foundation, a nonprofit charitable 
organization that holds Fiore’s 
artwork and seeks to bring it further 
recognition. “The drawings were 
like his diary and became part of  
a storyline of  who he was. It was a 
type of  biographical representation 
of  his artwork.”

Near the end of  Fiore’s life, he 
wound up creating abstractions, but 
they still related very closely to “rep-
resentational images and ideas,” 

according to Dr. Harry Naar, direc-
tor of  the Art Gallery and professor 
of  fine arts.

The gallery’s opening night 
featured an artist talk with Naar and 
Dewey. They also had a documen-
tary presentation, Joseph Fiore: The 
Nature of  the Art, which was part 
of  the Maine Masters project by 
famous videographer and director, 
Richard Kane.

“It was the first time the docu-
mentary had ever been shown and 
it wasn’t in its final stage yet,” Naar 
said. “I think that it is really impor-
tant because it talked about Fiore’s 
early beginnings until his death.”

The documentary featured 
interviews with other artists who 
knew Fiore both personally and pro-
fessionally. According to Dewey, it 
encapsulates Fiore’s body of  work.

“It was a beautiful film that cap-
tured his work,” Dewey said. “It was 
rich in information on his experi-
ence at Black Mountain College. 
Fiore was a quiet man, which was 
reflected in the film in an intimate 
way.”

 Considering that Fiore is “not 
a popular name that everyone 
knows,” the show was deemed a 

success and about 50-60 people 
came, including other artists, art 
enthusiasts and students, according 
to Naar.

In his youth, Fiore attended 
summer and Saturday studio classes 
at the Cleveland Museum of  Art 
and pursued his degree in Black 
Mountain College and California 
School of  Fine Arts, now San 
Francisco Art Institute. 

Fiore later became a professor 
at four colleges: Black Mountain 
College, Philadelphia College of  
Art (now the University of  the 
Arts), Maryland Institute College of  
Art and Parsons The New School 
for Design. He was also a visit-
ing artist and critic at the Artists 
for Environment Foundation from 
1972-83.

Dewey and Naar were both 

Gallery exhibits landscapes 
and abstract shapes
By Jessica Vento
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THE final Green Series film 
of  the semester Last Call 
at the Oasis opened with 
the thought-provoking 

line, “Water is everything.” The 
film, which was shown on April 
9-10 in Sweigart Auditorium, 
was inspired by journalist Alex 
Prud’homme’s book The Ripple 
Effect. 

Directed by Jessica Yu, the 
film smoothly delves into the 
findings of  experiments con-
ducted by numerous environ-
mental scientists and presents 
local community members 
who shared how a poor water 
supply has impacted them. 

According to the docu-
mentary, less than 1% of  the 
world’s water is fit for drinking. 
Maintaining a clean water sup-
ply has been a constant battle 
around the world. In parts of  
the Middle East, communities 
only get running water once a 
week, and some are lucky to 
get even that much. 

Approximately 50% of  
the world’s hospitals care for 
patients with diseases related 
to the water they drink. Fresh 
water sources around the 
globe have been consistently 
declining.

While these facts may tug 
at some heartstrings, they may 
not hit home for Americans, 
who have a constant supply of  
clean water. Our taps are flow-
ing, our pools are full and our 

lawns are green.
A common misconception 

in this country is that water is 
an infinite and inexhaustible 
resource. The United States 
is the country with the largest 
water footprint. In Nevada, 
the Las Vegas Strip alone uses 
3% of  southern Nevada’s 
water supply. Las Vegas pumps 
the water from Lake Mead 
directly to the expanding 
urban community and, as a 
result, the lake drops 10 feet 
each year. Lake Mead is at 
40% of  what it once was. 

Though this news is dis-
turbing, it only scrapes the sur-
face of  the issue. Lake Mead’s 

reservoir feeds into Hoover 
Dam, and when the water in 
the lake falls below a certain 
level, the dam stops generating 
energy. If  it continues to fall 
at its current rate, the Hoover 
Dam will stop supplying 
energy in 2015.

California is facing water 
shortages as well. The state 
began tapping into its aqui-
fers, which are underground 
water reservoirs that have been 
accumulating for thousands 
of  years. The aquifers in 
California have dropped to 
shockingly low levels and are 
estimated to last only another 
60-100 years. Water reservoirs, 

which took thousands of  years 
to accumulate, have been used 
up in mere decades. 

Where does all of  this water 
go? In most states, farmers use 
80%-90% of  the water supply. 
Out of  the small amount that 
makes it to homes, 50%-75% 
is used to water lawns. Toilets 
are the biggest culprits of  
water consumption inside of  
the house. In the U.S. alone, 
six billion gallons of  water 
are used to flush away human 
waste every day. 

The decline in sources for 
fresh water is not the only 
concern. Much of  the water 
that should be available for 

human use is being ruined by 
toxic waste. Between the years 
of  2004-09, the Clean Water 
Act was violated half  a million 
times. 

There are communities in 
the U.S. whose tap water is 
not safe to drink and contains 
carcinogens. One such com-
munity is Hinkley, Calif. Its 
groundwater is contaminated 
with hexavalent chromium, 
a toxic chemical that seeped 
into the water from a nearby 
Pacific Gas & Electric com-
pression plant. The case was 
dramatized in the movie Erin 
Brockovich, released in 2000. 
The community banded 
together to take a stand 
against the company, and it 
is slowly making progress. 
Though change may be slow, 
it is becoming increasingly 
necessary. 

The documentary is jam-
packed with information and, 
despite the negative subject 
matter, manages to be fast-
paced and ultimately encour-
aging. While scientist Jay 
Famiglietti sums up the water 
situation with an apt, “We’re 
screwed,” the film itself  ham-
mers home the message to 
think before you drink. 

Visit takepart.com/lastcall 
to sign a petition to conserve 
fresh water and fight back 
against those who are contam-
inating the water supply.

F I L M  R E V I E W

Documentary warns: Think before you drink
By Natasha Fuller

Jessica Yu’s 2011 documentary Last Call at the Oasis brings to light the issue of water scarcity in the world.
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Fiore later became a professor 
at four colleges: Black Mountain 
College, Philadelphia College of  
Art (now the University of  the 
Arts), Maryland Institute College of  
Art and Parsons The New School 
for Design. He was also a visit-
ing artist and critic at the Artists 
for Environment Foundation from 
1972-83.

Dewey and Naar were both 

undergraduate students of  Fiore 
in the 1960s at the Philadelphia 
College of  Art.

“He was a quiet professor,” Naar 
said. “He would look at your work 
and wouldn’t say a lot, but when 
he did say something it was very 
important.”

Fiore’s teachings had a profound 
impact on Dewey as well.

“I was influenced by him from 

back when he was my professor,” 
Dewey said. “I was very interested 
in his work. Then years later I 
became the curator of  his estate.”

Fiore had previously had an 
exhibit at Rider back in 2004, which 
was his last major exhibition before 
he passed away in 2008, according 
to Naar.

“When Fiore had his one-person 
show here, he really liked it so he 

gave Rider an incredible oil-on-
canvas landscape, ‘Pemaquid Point, 
ME’ — which is located in North 
Hall on the second floor,” Naar 
said. “Now from this show, we were 
given three more paintings. It’s 
pretty exciting.”

This current exhibition trav-
eled and originally started at The 
Firehouse Center for the Falcon 
Foundation, then went to the 

Asheville Art Museum, N.C., 
Gordon College, Mass., and finally 
ended here at Rider, according to 
Naar.

The gallery’s hours are Tuesday 
through Thursday from 11 a.m. to 
7 p.m. and Sunday from noon to 4 
p.m.

The next stop for Fiore’s travel-
ing exhibition is at the Meredith 
Ward Fine Art gallery in New York.
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Editorial

Managing our debt 
or marrying rich
MANY people make jokes 

about “poor college stu-
dents” who can’t pay for 
anything, but student debt 

is no joke. 
Nationally, student debt has 

become a huge issue over the past 
few years. The total amount of  col-
lege loans has tripled and continues 
to soar, as reported by the New York 
Federal Reserve. 

Rider students know firsthand 
that student loans play an impor-
tant role when it comes to getting a 
higher education. 

A study by the Project on Student 
Debt, a branch of  the Institute for 
College Access and Success, found 
that Rider students who graduated 
in 2011 had an average debt of  
$35,449, and approximately 72% 
of  students who graduated that year 
had some sort of  debt. 

Since college is so essential for 
getting that high-paying job, we 
students looking to take out a loan 
should become informed consum-
ers and understand all aspects of  
our commitment, suggests Jamie 
O’Hara, vice president of  enroll-
ment management at Rider.

Federal loans are what most stu-
dents take out since these loans have 
fixed interest rates and can have pay-
ment plans that are income-based. 

It’s great that federal lenders are 
able to work with students and the 
financial situation that we are in 
after college to make sure that we 
all can slowly but surely pay the full 
loan back. Unfortunately, with the 
large loans that some of  us have to 
take out just so we can graduate, it 
could take years to pay everything 
back. 

While it’s such a shame that 
students have to go through all of  
this just so we can get an education, 
O’Hara advises students to first 
educate themselves about the pos-
sibilities and the dangers of  taking 
out a loan. 

Students should create a budget 
and keep track of  all personal and 
unnecessary costs. We should keep 
track of  our information, such as 

total debt, interest rates and payback 
options.

After graduation, we’re likely 
to start taking on more financial 
responsibilities, such as renting or 
purchasing our own places, buy-
ing cars, going on trips and starting 
families. Now add on paying off  
our school loans — that could be a 
heavy cost load. 

Before taking out any loan, we 
as students should make sure that 
we will be able to pay it off  and stay 
financially stable. By learning about 
these loans before they’re taken out, 
we will know what we’re getting 
ourselves into. 

Finaid.org states that two-thirds 
of  all undergraduates at four-year 
colleges take out loans at some 
point for their college education. So 
we’re not alone swimming in pools 
of  debt. But we’re doing so while 
there’s no lifeguard on duty. 

The decisions we’re making now 
do not just affect us. There’s a good 
chance that they will affect our par-
ents, our spouses and our families in 
the future.

The only other option we can 
think of  is maybe to marry a celeb-
rity, a New York Yankee or someone 
with an insane trust fund. And that’s 
not the degree we signed up for.

Opinion
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IT’S the worst way a first date can go 
without ending in murder or bad sex 
or some disturbing combination of  
the two. Who would have thought 

that an innocuous date with a stranger 
deemed statistically compatible to me by 
an unfeeling computer matrix could go 
so awry?

Since I am terminally cheap, I 
signed up with OkCupid — a free site 
that friends of  mine had mentioned 
using before. A few pictures, a person-
ality profile and one intensive series of  
questions later and I was in.

It started out harmlessly enough 
with plans for dinner at Olive Garden. 

I brought a key chain of  mace just in 
case and was tempted to use it about 
three times. 

It quickly descended into madness 
as my date interrogated me about 
my previous romantic history and 
expressed an irrational but incredibly 
passionate vendetta against nurses as 
he insisted that their jobs weren’t truly 
recession-proof.

When he asked about my job 
prospects, he told me that I should be 
in publishing despite having professed 
interests in other avenues and was par-
ticularly upset that I was thinking about 
leaving the country.

Editor’s Corner

Surviving ill-fated 
online dating 

➠ SEE DATING
PAGE 9

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now  
cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  
meetings and more!
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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Take nothing but pictures. Leave nothing but footprints. 
Kill nothing but time.”

John Muir 
advocate for preservation of wilderness

“I think it’s important because they represent the entire student body and make deci-
sions they believe are the best ones for all of  us.”

-Andrew Pozzo
Sophomore psychology major

“It’s important to vote for a candidate who will address the issues most important to 
you, to make your school a better place.”

-Alexa Gomez
Junior behavioral neuroscience major

Why is it important to vote in the SGA 
election?

Opinion

Things deteriorated from there as he 
focused on our collective future, which 
to him involved pumpkin picking, 
meeting the parents, camping in the 
summer and snuggling on the couch 
watching South Park. Despite my love of  
South Park, given the fact that I had only 
met him 15 minutes before, these plans 
seemed premature.

The food couldn’t come fast enough, 
and he couldn’t have eaten it more 
slowly. He was preoccupied with being 
jealous of  the waiter, claiming the man 
had “ulterior motives” and was trying 
to steal me away from him, which was 
unfortunate since he “got there first.” 
I’m always glad to be treated like a 
commodity rather than a person. 

As soon as dinner was cleared off  
the table I was ready to hightail it out 
of  there, but he immediately ordered 
tiramisu and subsequently scolded me 
for not eating enough of  it. 

He was incredibly persistent about 

getting me to promise him a second 
date and maybe a lifetime commit-
ment. While one-sidedly discussing our 
future he told me point-blank that even 
though his parents “fight like scorpi-
ons,” he wanted to get married. 

He suggested that we go for a walk 
after dinner, despite the fact that it 
was pitch black outside and we were 
on Route 1, rendering this proposal 
suspect at best.

It took him 45 minutes to pay the 
bill, and he was rude and dismissive to 
the waiter in the meantime, while he 
regaled me with tales of  his glory days 
in a fraternity during college and creep-
ily stared at me.

While I figured out fairly early on 
in the evening that there wasn’t a love 
connection, when he revealed that he 
was a cat person, I felt my decision was 
affirmed. When we got up to leave and 
he took my leftovers, my suspicions 
were altogether vindicated.

I can’t complain too much since it 
was a memorable night and OkCupid is 
free. I guess you get what you pay for.

-Megan Pendagast
Features and Arts & Entertainment editor

Dating
CONT’D FROM P. 8

ON April 6-7, students participated 
in Relay For Life in support of  
the American Cancer Society in 
the Student Recreation Center. 

Survivors, supporters and fighters 
banded together to raise money for the 
important cause. Although the night 
lasted eight hours, students stayed 
around and stuck it out. It may have 
seemed difficult to do at first, but with 
the help of  friends, they were able to 
stay awake and active. 

Since it was my first year participat-
ing in Relay For Life, I did not know 
what to expect. It was truly amazing to 
help raise money for an inspirational 
organization with my friends of  Alpha 
Phi Omega. Hearing the story of  a 
survivor and stories of  those whose 
families have experienced cancer was a 
tearjerker. Almost every Rider student 
knows of  someone who has survived 
or fallen to cancer. The real-life stories 
brought back some emotions that may 
have been dormant for quite some 
time. It is unfortunate that so many 
people have had to fight such a painful 
and exhausting battle. 

The luminaria ceremony was 
especially difficult for me because my 
grandfather passed away two years ago 
from stage-four lung cancer. Since I 
was close to my Pop-Pop, it was upset-
ting to see him go in such a painful 
way. I relayed on the night of  April 6 to 
celebrate his life and all that he did for 
me. His passion and love for life never 
ceased to make me smile. As we walked 
up the steps and around the track, my 
friends and I held onto each other as 
we released our emotions. I felt the 
constant support all around as people 
walked to remember. At the end of  the 
track, each student was able to write a 

short note about a loved one who has 
experienced, died from or is fighting 
cancer; each note was then placed on 
the wall in memory.

After the ceremony, male students 
participated in the Miss Relay event to 
raise money and provide comic relief. 
The routines each student created 
were hilarious and enjoyable to watch. 
Matthew Hillman, a fellow member of  
Alpha Phi Omega, and Tyler O’Neill 
ultimately won the competition and 
helped raise more than $400 for the 
American Cancer Society. Other events 
included Zumba, limbo and Bronc 
Bingo. 

Throughout the night, clubs and 
teams walked around the SRC track as 
well. By splitting up into groups, each 
team had members walking at all times. 
It was a fun way of  exercising and 
showing support, while also helping 
students to stay awake throughout the 
entire event. My friends and I walked 
for over an hour altogether and we 
found it enjoyable. Each time we went 
up to the track, we found a new way to 
have even more fun. My friends and I 
sang along to the songs played and even 
danced as we walked. Other members 
of  my team threw a football around 
while walking as well. It was always 
fun because it was an easy way to stay 
awake throughout the night.

My first Relay For Life experience 
was truly an amazing one, and I plan to 
participate until I graduate. It was fun 
and rewarding to give back and work 
together with fellow Rider students and 
friends. Everyone walked away know-
ing that they made a difference by sup-
porting the fight against cancer. 

-Erin Wallace
 Sophomore English major

Sophomore Perspective

Cherishing lives 
at Relay For Life

ON April 22, the world will cel-
ebrate its 43rd anniversary of  
Earth Day and this year, Rider 
will be hosting an Earth Day cel-

ebration from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on the 
campus mall right outside Daly’s.

The original Earth Day was held on 
April 22, 1970, and 20 million people 
around the world launched the modern 
environmental movement, according to 
earthday.org. These environmentally-
conscious human beings helped birth 
a movement that is still going strong 
today. Thanks to these individuals, bills 
such as the Clean Air Act, Clean Water 
Act and Endangered Species Act were 
passed. The environment became a 
topic that would be discussed for years. 

For the past 43 years, Earth Day has 
been a celebration of  the Earth. All 
over the world schools, colleges, offices 
and town municipalities have cel-
ebrated Earth Day and have educated 
people about global environmental 
issues. These issues, such as deforesta-
tion, global warming, offshore drilling 
and water crises, have been in the news 
for years now. Earth Day brings aware-
ness to these events. People who are 
passionate about the environment can 
connect with one another to find ways 
to help out the world. 

Rider will be joining in the celebra-
tion of  the glorious holiday celebrating 
our Earth. If  you have a chance, stop 

by the campus mall and learn about 
being sustainable, while having fun. 
There will be chances to win prizes by 
playing fun games, such as a “cow-
milking” competition, which is a fun 
game where participants can milk a 
fake cow to win prizes. There will also 
be a quiz wheel, a recycling competi-
tion and other games. All of  the events 
are meant to educate people on how 
the environment is a delicate system 
and show that we need to protect it.

A great part of  coming to our Earth 
Day celebration is that you will find 
out ways to volunteer. Rider has an 
organic garden, as well as two beehives. 
Volunteers are needed year-round for 
the garden and the bees as well as other 
projects. If  interested, students can sign 
up to be part of  the “Green Team” and 
become an Earth warrior at Rider. 

 Rider is proud to show what it has 
to offer in terms of  “living green” and 
has been recognized in Princeton Review’s 
Guide to Green Colleges the last three 
years running. To add to the great 
initiatives, Rider’s goal is to be carbon-
neutral by 2050. Earth Day will be very 
exciting, and you will learn so much 
about our planet and how to help clean 
it up. Come with questions and learn 
about how you can be “green” at col-
lege and have a great time doing it. 

-Stephen Schwartz
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Green Corner

Embracing Earth Day 
with green celebrations

ELECTIONS are vital to our society, 
our country and our schools, and 
in the most recent national elec-
tion, young adult voters were on 

the rise and made up 19 % of  the total 
electorate, according to The Huffington 
Post’s “Youth Vote 2012 Turnout.” Yet, 
when it comes to elections at Rider, it 
seems like fewer students are excited 
to vote for the Student Government 
Associations (SGA) Executive Board. 

This year at Rider, in an effort 
to obtain more student votes for the 
elections, an online voting option was 
created for added convenience. On 
April 8, the cyber-ballots were opened 
for students to cast their votes, which 
preceded the standard voting day that 
was held in the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC).

This new option of  voting should 
have made students feel more inclined 
to vote since they wouldn’t even have to 
leave their room. Yet, a big flaw in this 
plan actually deterred more students 
from trying the new voting system. 

Out of  the whole campus, roughly 
more than 500 students voted in total 
this year, according to current SGA 
president Lorelei Colbert. About half  
of  those votes were cast online.

In order to log in online to vote, 
you needed to go to your campus 
mailbox to pick up your username 
and password. As lazy college students 
who didn’t want to trek to the SRC in 
the past to vote, getting up to check 
their mailbox seemed just as annoying, 
and therefore resulted in fewer vot-
ers. Instead, passwords and usernames 
should have been emailed to each 
student or the voting should have been 
done through a Rider-based site where 
students can use their normal user-
name and password information.

Though the online voting system 
had good intentions and was a step in 
the right direction to get more voters, it 
should have been planned out more to 
ensure its help during elections.

-Kristy Grinere
Opinion editor

Editor’s Corner

Efforts to spike student vote

&QA
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By Tom Albano and David Pavlak

THE golf  team finished 16th out 
of  19 teams in the Lafayette 
Invitational  on April 7-8. After a 
poor performance on the links, the 

team will now focus its attention on the 
Princeton Invitational taking place April 
13-14.

After the first day of  play, the Broncs 
were seeded 12th but quickly fell off  
the pace in the two-day event. 

“We just got off  to a bad start, and 
we just couldn’t rebound from it,” said 
junior James Buttermark, who shot an 
82 on April 7 and a 64 on April 8 to 
finish tied for 82nd overall.

After all the holes were complete on 

the second day of  the competition, the 
Broncs turned in a 329, putting them 
third from the bottom in the field. 

Sophomore Luke Liddell shot an 83 
on April 7 and an 84 on April 8 finish-
ing in a tie for 86th overall.

Other notable performances at 
Lafayette included those by senior 
Evan McGrain, who finished tied for 
43rd after shooting a 73 and an 85 and 
senior Beau Guarino, who finished tied 
for 61st after shooting an 81 and an 80; 

The Broncs are aiming to put their 
struggles behind them after their 
disappointing performance at the 
invitational.

“We just have to practice,” Liddell 

said. “We’ll be fine. We just had a bad 
day, all of  us together. Whenever every-
one has a bad day it’s tough.”

Rider will only have a few events left 
to make any sort of  traction in the right 
direction, starting with the Princeton 
Invitational. 

“There’s a good field in Princeton,” 
Liddell said. “There are a lot of  good 
teams and a lot of  good players there. I 
think we’ll be ready.”

The Broncs will need to be on their 
A-game as they are set to face some of  
the teams that have performed strongly 
this season.

“This event is a lot better,” Liddell 
said. “It’s the entire Ivy League and 

then a couple of  other schools. It’s the 
best competition play all year, so we’re 
looking forward to that. It’s a good test 
for us. If  we play well, then we should 
be all right.”

Following the Princeton Invitational, 
the Broncs will have one more match 
before heading to Lake Buena Vista, 
Fla., for the MAAC Championship.

Liddell will be looking to work out 
the final kinks in his game to provide 
the team with a strong finish to the 
season.

“We just got to practice on our short 
game and just work on putting together 
a good round and when we’re not 
doing well, just grind it out,” he said.

Sports
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Golf finishes 16th in Lafayette Invt.

T R AC K  A N D  F I E L D

Broncs welcome competition at Rider Invitational
By Cristiana Votta

WORKING off  of  a solid performance in the 
Colonial Relays on April 5-6, the Broncs will 
have a home-field advantage when they host 
the Rider Invitational on April 13. 

The Colonial Relays brought 27 women’s teams 
and 31 men’s teams to Williamsburg, Va. The Rider 
men placed 11th, while the women finished 10th. 
With a jam-packed weekend, the Broncs are focusing 
on a solid recovery in order to perform to their highest 
potential at the Rider Invitational. 

“For us, we are just trying to be careful,” Head 
Coach Bob Hamer said. “We competed in a heavy 
workload last weekend, and it was a pretty far trip. 
Rest and recovery are just as important as all the 
workouts.”

With the Rider Invitational at home this weekend, 

the team looks forward to capitalizing on some of  the 
benefits it will have. 

“I think that having a home-field advantage on the 
track and the field that we practice on every day, gives 
us a strong advantage,” junior thrower George Osti 
said. “We are used to the facilities, we feel comfortable 
and we will have a good crowd.” 

The Broncs look to host approximately 20 teams 
from Division I, II, III and some junior colleges. 

“It will be a nice number of  teams,” Hamer said. 
“It’s not too big and it’s not too small, so every event is 
going to be competitive.” 

With the MAAC Championship also at Rider, the 
Broncs are looking to gain some confidence at home. 

“It’s a good opportunity for us to get some experi-
ence on our own home track,” Osti said. “It will be a 
nice tune-up going into the final weeks.” 

Hamer is happy with the depth he has seen from 
his team through the season.

“We have a well-rounded program, and we are in 
every event,” Hamer said. “We have quality athletes 
around the board and that always helps in a big 
invitational.” 

With that being said, the Broncs feel that hard work 
and determination will guarantee them a solid MAAC 
Championship performance. 

“I think what’s working for the team is that every-
one is putting as much effort in as they possibly can,” 
Osti said. “The only thing we need to improve on is 
bringing it harder toward a MAAC Championship. 
We are a stacked team. We just need to perform to the 
best of  our abilities when it comes to championship 
time.”  

Contact this writer at vottac@theridernews.com
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B A S E B A L L

Weekend sweep puts Broncs atop MAAC
By Steve Sica

THE Broncs are starting to find their groove after 
winning four straight games this past week. 

With a weekend series sweep of  Canisius 
(21-10, 4-5 MAAC) and victories against Lehigh 

(17-16, 4-4 Patriot League) on April 9 and New Jersey 
Institue of  Technology (NJIT) (9-18, 0-3 Great West) 
on April 10, the Broncs have some momentum in their 
favor as the season enters the midway point. 

“Sweeping Canisius helped our confidence because 
they are always one of  the top teams in our league,” 
sophomore pitcher Kurt Sowa said. “I think everyone 
just believes in themselves and that we have a team 
that can win our conference.” 

Senior pitcher Chris Taylor feels the Broncs (18-12, 
51 MAAC) are setting themselves up for long-term 
success. 

“It puts us in a great position for the rest of  the 
year,” Taylor said. “It makes us feel great about our 
chances, which has our confidence going in the right 
direction.”

While the Broncs did earn multiple wins this week, 
Head Coach Barry Davis is still concerned about his 
team’s performance. 

“We played poorly on April 9 — about as bad as 
you could and still win,” Davis said. “April 10 was 
better. We needed to close the game out, but errors 
and poor situational hitting allowed NJIT back in the 
game. We were fortunate to win either game.” 

Sophomore infielder Greg Fazio believes there’s 
always room for improvement. 

“I personally feel a little disappointed in my perfor-
mance this season thus far,” Fazio said. “But it’s good 
to have solid teammates that pick you up when you 
need it.” 

Taylor has been content with his own results.

“So far I’ve been happy with how I’ve performed in 
the critical situations that I’ve pitched in,” Taylor said. 
“I want to be able to pitch as best as I can to help my 
team continue winning.” 

Davis has seen a lot of  positives out of  his team this 
season, with two players in particular who have stood 
out to him. 

“Tyler Smith has been very consistent on the 
mound,” Davis said. “[Junior outfielder] Jerry 
Mulderig has also been solid offensively.”

With this week behind them, the Broncs are now 
looking forward to this weekend when they take on the 
defending MAAC champion, the Manhattan Jaspers 
(14-15, 5-4 MAAC). 

“Manhattan is always a competitive series,” Davis 
said. “We need to play at a very high level to win.”

Fazio feels that a high-tempo game will favor the 
Broncs.

“We know Manhattan is always good and will 
always be challenging so I’m sure we will try to dupli-
cate the intensity,” Fazio said. “We need this weekend 
to help our positioning.” 

Rider currently sits in the top spot of  the confer-
ence with a 5-1 record while Manhattan is in fourth. 

The Broncs are taking practice very seriously lead-
ing up to the series to ensure they are ready. 

“We will practice stopping the running game and 
defending the bunt,” Sowa said. “Then we will just 
focus on the things that we can control, like making 
pitches, fielding the ball and hitting the ball.”

With the Broncs now playing more conference 
teams, Davis believes that his team is ready to take 
the next step and solidify a playoff  spot in the MAAC 
tournament. 

“The guys are aware of  and know the challenge 
that is ahead,” he said. 

Tyler Smith picks up his 19th career win against Canisius, pitch-
ing eight innings and surrendering three runs.
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Inside today: 
Broncs prep for 
series against 
Manhattan Page 11

By Cristiana Votta

WITH high stakes and a large 
reward waiting on the other 
side of  competition, the Rider 
cheerleading team captured 

another title, making them back-to-back  
champions. 

On April 5-7, the Broncs traveled 
to Ocean City, Md., to compete in the 
American Cheer and Dance Reach 
the Beach 2013 Nationals in the coed 
college division, which allows teams 
to have up to four male cheerleaders. 
The 20-member team competed with 
one goal in mind — to win a second 
championship.

Winning the title also ensured the 
Broncs a bid to the U.S. Finals, which 
take place at the end of  the season. 

The Broncs faced six other schools 
in their division including Penn State-
Altoona, Cornell, Princeton, SUNY 
Brockport, and York. The team put 
in a large amount of  time in order to 
get where they are today, according to 
Head Coach Cherie Voorhees. 

“The dedication of  the team is key,” 
she said. “It takes a lot of  hard work 
in practice as well as sticking together 
and working together as a team. They 
cheer at the basketball games, and that 
really brings them together as a squad. 
They also put in a lot of  extra time and 

practice outside of  their season.”
The Broncs felt that winning the 

championship again and receiving a bid 
for the U.S. Finals was a perfect reward 
for all of  their efforts and dedication. 

“The feelings that hit all of  us once 
we were announced national champs 
was overwhelming,” senior co-captain 
Kristen Terpstra said. “When they 
announced we had won, the feeling 
was such a relief. All of  our hard work 
had paid off  and the faith we kept alive 
throughout the season, given some 
struggles, brought us that one step 
closer we needed to winning.”

With the win, the Broncs are the 
2013 American Cheer and Dance 
Reach the Beach national champions in 
the College Coed Division. Rider now 
qualifies for the U.S. Final’s with 1,600 
other schools. 

With their constant dedication to 
Rider athletics prevalent, they were 
happy to win another championship to 
prove themselves to the school. 

“It’s really nice to be recognized,” 
Voorhees said. “They really put in a 
lot of  energy and love for the school. I 
would like to see them continue to win 
and keep a strong program. Our first 
priority is to the teams and to our fans. 
We want to show our school spirit.” 

Although the team has the 

postseason to work on its competition 
routines, time is limited as they con-
centrate on their performances for the 
athletic teams which is their main focus.

“I’m very proud of  the team,” 
Voorhees said. “They’ve come such a 
long way. They have a lot packed into 
their season and don’t have the time to 
practice for competition all season long. 
They really do push to get a lot accom-
plished in a short period of  time.” 

Of  course, a primary goal for the 
future is to keep winning, but the 
Broncs are looking forward to some-
thing different as well. It is Voorhees’ 
plan to get involved in an organization 
called STUNT next year. According 
to the program’s website, “STUNT 
removes the crowd-leading element and 
focuses on the technical and athletic 
components of  cheer, including partner 
stunts, pyramids, basket tosses, group 
jumps and tumbling.” 

“It gives cheerleaders who cheer in 
games an opportunity to go out and 
really show their athleticism in a com-
petition arena,” Voorhees said. “It’s not 
the typical event you see with cheer and 
dance.” 

 Beyond competition, the cheerlead-
ers were taught life skills that they will 
take with them after their cheering days 
end.

“I have learned so much in how to 
balance schoolwork and cheer as well as 
help keep the team together and make 
every practice productive,” Terpstra 
said. “I could not have done anything 
that I have learned or had such an 
amazing four years without my team 
and coach.” 

Heading into the future, the team 
wants to keep up its successful ways. 

“I want to continue to grow our 
athletic skills as a team,” Voorhees said. 
“There’s a difference between cheer-
ing in games and actually going out on 
the competition mats. What we do — 
stunting and tumbling — is a sport. We 
look to compete again and be as suc-
cessful as we were being back-to-back 
national champs.”

With time being limited for practice, 
the Broncs felt confident about what 
they put on the floor for the 2012-13 
season. 

“The closest thing we have to 
competition is Midnight MAACness,” 
Voorhees said. “We go out and only 
have a few weeks to get that routine 
which is always a big challenge. For not 
having been on the competition mat at 
all, they did a phenomenal job.”

Contact this writer at
vottac@theridernews.com

Sports

Cheerleading wins second straight title

Back-To-Back

Rider cheerleaders assemble in their American Cheer and Dance Reach the Beach title-winning performance on April 7 in Ocean City, Md.  The win marks their second championship in two years.
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