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By Cristiana Votta

THE crowd watched in shock and awe as Donald 
McNeil lay there, unable to move. McNeil 
had been paralyzed from the neck down in 
an instant.

They say in times of  despair, true inner 
strength can be spotted in great athletes. That was 
the case for the 197-pound sophomore. After facing 
a harsh misfortune, McNeil returned as a stronger 
wrestler than ever before.

Memorial Day weekend of  2007 marked a tragic time 
in McNeil’s sophomore year of  high school. He was attending a 
tournament in Virginia for Team Connecticut, and his family 
had packed up and traveled down in support. The stakes were 
high for McNeil that weekend. He faced tough competi-
tion, such as a two-season undefeated senior from North 
Carolina whose streak he was able to break in an instant.

The last day of  competition was labeled “Greco-
Roman Day,” which is similar to what is seen in the 
Olympics today. McNeil had never wrestled in this style 
but felt confident. By the end of  the day, he had won a 
few matches and was left with one last competitor.

With just 10 seconds left on the clock of  his last 
match of  the tournament, McNeil was thrown into the 
air and rigidly slammed head-first onto the mat.

“When it first happened, I didn’t really know what was 
going on or how severe it was,” McNeil said. “When the doctors 
started talking to me, I realized how bad it 
really was.”

By Katie Zeck and Angela Romansky

PAT Carione is a senior at Delsea 
Regional High School in 
Franklinville, N.J. He is currently 
the Student Government presi-

dent, a member of  the National Honor 
Society and various service organiza-
tions. So far, he’s been admitted to 
Drexel, Widener and the University of  
Delaware. He has received scholarships 
from each school and as a potential engi-
neering major, he feels that attending 
any of  the schools would be beneficial 
to his future career. Yet, in spite of  the 
schools’ programs, it ultimately comes 
down to the numbers.

In an attempt to control college 
costs and provide more information on 
the value of  college and universities, 
the U.S. Department of  Education’s 
College Affordability and Transparency 
Center created the interactive College 
Scorecard website. The site, which 
went live on Feb. 13, was created by the 
Department of  Education following 
President Barack Obama’s promise in 
his State of  the Union Address to make 

information, like student loan repay-
ment data and loan default rates, read-
ily available. The site aims to provide 
students and their families with relevant 
information regarding the quality and 
cost of  instruction, the labor market for 
certain degrees, graduate salaries and 
average student debt.  

“I am just now finding out from 
the Scorecard how much I would 
have to pay for school,” Carione said. 
“Knowing the typical job prospects 
that each school could give is making it 
easier to decide if  it’s worth the price.”

Jamie O’Hara, vice president of  
Enrollment Management, said he 
understands the need for such informa-
tion, but sees advantages and disadvan-
tages to the Scorecard.

“I think that the benefits of  the 
College Scorecard are that it attempts 
to simplify information that is impor-
tant to prospective students and their 
families to 
consider: 
net cost for 
attending 

Colleges rated on average debt, cost with new Scorecard
Donald McNeil, top, has found success as a sophomore heavy-
weight despite suffering temporary paralysis in high school. 
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‘I Didn’t Really Know 
What Was Going On...’
From paralysis to NCAA wrestling tournament, McNeil overcomes life-changing injury

Rider’s Scorecard shows an average loan default rate of 7.4% and graduation rate of 63.4%.
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Monday, April 1

What’s the difference between marriage 
and civil union?
10 p.m., Fireside Lounge, sponsored by the Rider 
Spectrum Pride Alliance

Wednesday, April 3

An Evening with Congressman Frank 
Pallone Jr.
6:30 p.m. reception followed by a speech and Q&A at 
7:30 p.m., Mercer Room

Brownwater cafe
 The Pub, 8 p.m.

Crumble (Lay Me Down Justin Timberlake) 
preview
7:30 p.m., Spitz Theater

Thursday, April 4

History career night
Former history majors will discuss their careers with 
current history majors. 6 p.m., North Hall 202 

C O M I N G  U P. . .
Suspicious substance

A pre-spring break room 
inspection led to the finding of 
suspected narcotics in Gee Hall. 

On March 15, at 7:08 p.m., 
Public Safety met with male and 
female staff members in Gee Hall. 
The staff members reported that 
during a room inspection they 
found various pills and a leafy 
substance in plain view. The room 
occupants were not present and 
the items were confiscated. A fol-
low-up investigation is ongoing. 

Fun and games
On March 15 at 8:42 p.m., a 

female staff member in University 
House found a drinking game 
during room inspections. 

Public Safety officers arrived 
at University House and discov-
ered the drinking game, which 
appeared to have been used. 
The room occupants had already 
departed campus for spring 
break. Both residents have been 
charged with an alcohol violation 
and the matter has been referred 
to the Office of Community 
Standards. 

Spring break-in
A male resident student in 

Kroner Hall came back from 
spring break to an unwelcome 
surprise. On March 24 at 4:45 
p.m., Public Safety arrived at 
Kroner Hall after receiving a call 
from a student. The student, who 
does not have a roommate, told 
the officers that his room was 
broken into over spring break. 
He notified Residence Life that 
when his room was opened, he 
found the TV damaged and items 
knocked over. There were no 
items reported missing. 

The victim reported that he 
left his room for break on March 
14 at 2 p.m. with the door locked. 
The student also reported that 
he returned to campus on March 
24 at 4 p.m. An investigation is 
continuing; if anyone has addi-
tional information on the matter, 
contact Public Safety at x5029. 
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SCHOOL OF GRADUATE
& CONTINUING STUDIES

*fall enrollment only

www.stockton.edu/grad

• American Studies

• Business Administration (MBA) 

• Communication Disorders*
• Computational Science
• Criminal Justice
• Doctorate in Physical Therapy*
• Education
• Educational Leadership

•  Holocaust and Genocide Studies
• Instructional Technology
• Nursing (MSN)
• Occupational Therapy*
•  Professional Science Master’s in 

Environmental Science (PSM)
• Social Work (MSW)*
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an institution, graduation 
rates and borrowing trends,” 
O’Hara said. “The question 
of  cost is certainly one of  the 
most important factors for pro-
spective families to consider.”

However, O’Hara said the 
Scorecard doesn’t account 
for other factors, such as the 
amount of  financial aid Rider 
and other private colleges pro-
vide as a way to make the cost 
of  attendance something more 
realistic and affordable.

“If  a prospective student 
shows financial need, he or she 
may qualify for the maximum 
amount of  state and federal 
funds that will help offset the 
cost of  attendance more than 
the average shown on the 
Scorecard website,” O’Hara 
said. “We never want a student 
to think that Rider is not 
affordable; we work with fami-
lies to make sure that they can 
afford a Rider education.”

At whitehouse.gov’s College 
Scorecard website, searches 
can be done by typing in a 
specific college or by the fol-
lowing search options: location 
(ZIP code, region, state), area 
of  interest (degree and major, 
awards offered, occupation)
and type of  college (campus 
setting, distance education, 
size). Each school has its own 
Scorecard that reveals the cost 
of  the institution, its gradua-
tion rate, loan-default rate and 
median borrowing rate. 

According to the College 
Scorecard site, Rider costs an 
average of  $28,914 per year 
after grants and scholarships, 
and has a graduation rate of  
63.4%, which is considered 
moderately high. Also, 7.4% 
of  Rider students with federal 
student loans defaulted within 
three years of  entering repay-
ment. This means that these 
students were not able to pay 

their loans (which average 
$265 per month) on time and 
as a result may have bad credit 
and pay high interest rates.

Echoing O’Hara’s com-
ment, many students say they 
chose Rider over other New 
Jersey schools because Rider 
is generous with scholarship 
money. 

“I got the most scholar-
ship from Rider,” said senior 
political science major Keenan 
Bailey. “It wasn’t my first 
choice, but between the finan-
cial aid package and scholar-
ship, I changed my mind.” 

Students also are choosing 
Rider over other New Jersey 
schools because of  the campus 
environment. 

 “I was between Rider 
and Rowan University, but 
Rider won my heart,” said 
sophomore public relations 
major Giuliana Morgillio. 
“Rowan’s campus was too 

industrial-feeling. I loved how 
when you came to Rider’s 
campus you got a feeling of  
home right away. I ended up 
loving Rider so much that I 
didn’t even bother to apply to 
Rowan or anywhere else.” 

Rowan has an average cost 
of  $15,518 per year, but has a 
surprisingly high loan-default 
rate at 5.6%. So, although it 
is about $13,000 cheaper than 
Rider, the loan default rate 
is only 1.8 percentage points 
lower. 

Rowan cross-enrolls with 
Rider. A cross-enrolled school 
is an institution that admits the 
same students who are admit-
ted to Rider. 

Another school that cross-
enrolls with Rider is Montclair 
State University. 

Montclair costs an aver-
age of  $12,007 per year 
after scholarships and has a 
graduation rate of  62.3%. 

Approximately 6.2% of  bor-
rowers defaulted on their fed-
eral student loans within three 
years of  beginning repayment 
for Montclair.

Both Rowan and Montclair 
are state schools.

Monmouth University is 
also a cross-enrolled school 
which, like Rider, is a private 
institution. Monmouth’s aver-
age cost per year is $25,167. 
The graduation rate is at 
66.3% and the loan default 
rate falls in at 4.6%.

Despite its assistance to 
high school students like 
Carione, many, including 
O’Hara, have found flaws in 
the Scorecard’s methodol-
ogy and presentation of  the 
information.

“An example of  [a flaw] 
is the way that the net cost 
of  attendance is reported,” 
O’Hara said. “The Scorecard 
uses the overall cost of  

attendance for a student which 
includes tuition, fees, room, 
board and living expenses. 
The best approach would be a 
comparison of  net tuition and 
fees at different institutions. 
The net cost of  attendance for 
Rider is skewed higher in the 
results when comparing us to 
other colleges who have fewer 
residential students.”

 In addition to distorted 
attendance costs, O’Hara is 
also concerned that people 
will only see the net price of  
Rider and miss the amount of  
fiancial aid that Rider offers. 
He added that the Scorecard 
uses data that is two years old. 
These numbers do not repre-
sent the increase in financial 
aid Rider has implemented 
over the past years. According 
to O’Hara, the university 

➠ SEE SCORECARD
PAGE 3
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plans to increase finan-
cial aid again next year. 

“Rider’s total insti-
tutional financial aid 

for next year will be $54.1 million, which is a growth 
of  approximately $11 million — a 26% increase over 
the institutional financial aid funded in the 2010-2011 
academic year that is reported in the Scorecard,” 
O’Hara said. “This will significantly increase Rider’s 
affordability and adjust its net price position among its 
peers.”

In a The New York Times article “Scorecard for 
Colleges Needs Work, Experts Say,” writer Richard 
Pérez-Peña finds that in addition to its outdated 

information, the Scorecard fails to provide an accurate 
comparison of  the colleges and universities.

“The information is presented as averages and 
medians that might have little relevance to individual 
families,” Pérez-Peña writes. “The Scorecard does 
connect to each institution’s net price calculator, which 
allows individualized cost estimates, but it does not 
provide side-by-side comparisons of  multiple schools, 
as other government sites do.”

Pérez-Peña also notes that one of  the site’s most-
anticipated features does not exist yet. This element 
of  the Scorecard would show where graduates are 
employed and how much money they are making. 

“The Scorecard simply says that the Department 
of  Education is working on it, and experts say it 
would probably require a change in federal law to 
put it into effect,” he writes. “The 2008 Higher 
Education Opportunity Act prohibits the government 
from keeping the kind of  information that would be 
needed — tracking millions of  people’s educational 
backgrounds.”

In a The New York Times letter to the editor, Harvard 
University President Drew Gilpin Faust criticizes the 
Scorecard by making the argument that the value 
of  a college should not be judged by the earnings of  
its graduates, but by the way the college prepares its 
students for “a lifetime of  citizenship, opportunity, 
growth and change.”

“Making college more affordable for students and 
families is a fundamental goal that we in higher educa-
tion are dedicated to support,” Faust said. “When 
we decide what to measure, we signal what counts. 
Equating the value of  education with the size of  a first 
paycheck badly distorts broader principles and com-
mitments essential to our society and our future.”

As the current principal of  Delsea Regional Middle 
School and former head of  the guidance department 
at Delsea Regional High School, Margaret Delia feels 
that the Scorecard and the information it provides are 
necessary for the college decision process.

“With regard to the average debt, graduation rates 
and job prospects information that can be accessed 
when utilizing the College Scorecard, I truly believe 
that selecting a college must be a business decision 
given today’s economy, and such information should 
be considered prior to a student’s finalizing such a 

decision,” Delia said. “Although I agree that the stu-
dent’s primary focus should be on obtaining a quality 
education at an institution of  higher learning, one 
must also take into account the average amount of  
loans and the monthly payment amount that will be 
expected to be repaid beginning within a few months 
after graduation.”

O’Hara’s concerns with the site are similar to those 
of  Delia.

“If  such a resource is going to be offered, the 
information must be continually updated in an effort 
to provide pertinent information and increase the 
number of  users,” O’Hara said.

Even with its faults, the College Scorecard site is up 
and running, and Rider has taken steps to address the 
question of  whether or not its value is worth its cost. 

“Rider has prepared a response to questions 
regarding recent Rider graduates outcomes and their 
success rate in entering the professions after they 
graduate,” O’Hara said. “Two weeks ago, the uni-
versity launched a microsite: ‘Outcomes of  a Rider 
Education.’ This area on our website is a central loca-
tion for prospective and current students to see where 
our students intern and study abroad, as well as the 
jobs and graduate schools they choose after they leave 
Rider.” 

O’Hara said he feels that it is important to be 
transparent about the cost of  a private education.

“I think most colleges and universities are like 
Rider and do whatever they can to keep costs down 
and be affordable,” he said. “However, the cost in 
delivering a quality education continues to increase. 
The majority of  the rising operating costs at a uni-
versity are due to increases in the financial aid budget 
that offset the sticker-tuition price. Other rising costs 
are associated with maintaining small classes taught 
by first-class faculty, offering strong student support 
programs, assuring that you have a caring experienced 
staff  and quality facilities. With this in mind, we are 
still committed to delivering a high quality education 
in a cost-efficient and affordable way.”

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.com

On the hunt: Vets, students pursue jobs
By Katie Zeck and Lauren Santye

OVER the past two weeks, the uni-
versity has been working to assist 
students with what has recently 
become a stressful feat for college 

graduates — finding a job. 
On March 21, the College of  

Continuing Studies (CCS) hosted its 
first annual Veteran Career Fair and 
Military Expo. The expo sought to 
connect unemployed veterans with 
potential employers. The event involved 
77 employers, 14 Veteran Service 
Organizations (VSOs), 142 veterans 
and 19 non-veterans and was a collabo-
ration with the New Jersey Employer 
Support for the Guard and Reserve 

(NJESGR). 
“The fair provided opportunities 

to network and meet with employers 
and to set interview appointments,” 
said former Army Infantry officer 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom vet-
eran Michael Rosidivito. “There were 
opportunities with several companies 
for entry-level positions.”

Following the event, Rider was 
awarded the Seven Seals Award by the 
NJESGR. 

According to Jo Anna Chapin, an 
administrative specialist within CCS 
and one of  the event’s main organiz-
ers, there was also the opportunity for 
veterans to attend breakout sessions.

Rider also held its spring Career Fair 
on March 28.

This year, there was a record of  
almost 100 employers that were present 
at the fair, according to Kevin Fallon, 
the director of  Career Services.

“I don’t think we’ve ever had that 
many,” he said. “Fall is typically the 
bigger fair. In the past, there hasn’t 
been a wide variety of  companies. 
That’s something we’re working on.” 

A majority of  the employers present 
were a part of  career fairs in the past 
as well. Companies ranged from law 
enforcement agencies and financial 
organizations to consulting, govern-
ment and technology firms.

“A lot of  these companies come here 
because they have hired Rider students 
in the past and they found that they’ve 
been successful, and they want to hire 
more,” Fallon said. 

Tiffany Beltran, a junior public rela-
tions major, was pleased with her first 
career fair. 

“I was really excited and a bit ner-
vous, but they had a good range of  dif-
ferent jobs and different internships,” 
Beltran said.

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.
com

Scorecard
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The Veteran Career Fair and Military Expo provided job opportunites for local veterans and the general 
public on March 21. Rider was presented with the Seven Seals Award following the event. 
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Graduate student in Rider’s MAcc program, Timothy McMillan, second from right, presents his 
résumé to a Withum Smith & Brown respresentative at the spring career fair held on March 28.

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s



4  The Rider News    March 29, 2013

By Jen Maldonado

IN the past, the SAT was always thought to be an 
integral part of  the college application process for 
high school seniors. Now, more higher education 
institutions are turning toward a test-optional policy 

in which prospective students wouldn’t have to submit 
their standardized test scores, something which has 
been a topic of  discussion at Rider.

The University Academic Policy Committee 
(UAPC) All-Faculty Forum, which took place on 
March 12, focused on the idea of  Rider potentially 
adopting a test-optional policy for high school seniors 
interested in applying to the university. Currently, 
about 850 schools have shifted over to this policy, 
including The College of  New Jersey (TCNJ), Drew, 
Georgian Court, Ithaca, Marist and Wagner, all of  
which cross-enroll with Rider.   

“The pros [of  going SAT optional] are we rec-
ognize other talents of  poor test performers and it 
does increase the ability to get diverse applications,” 
said Jamie O’Hara, vice president of  Enrollment 
Management. “The cons are that we’re treating the 
overall pool unfairly because some people will submit 
and others won’t, and those who don’t submit are the 
ones who did not do well on the test.”

A UAPC subcommittee has met eight times so far 
to discuss how the university would go about switch-
ing over to this policy and if  it would be an effective 
change for Rider. The committee has mostly looked at 
the schools similar to Rider and examined how these 
colleges made the shift and what they determined was 
important when it comes to deciding the criteria that 
will be used to pick applicants. 

O’Hara explained the criteria Rider currently uses 
for admitting students at both campuses and presented 
the proposed test-optional policy. Right now, when 
a high school senior applies to the Lawrenceville 
campus, his or her application is based on 100 points. 
There is 50% priority given to high school GPA, 40% 
to test scores such as the SAT and ACT and 10% on 
discretionary. If  a student applies to the Westminster 
campus, 35% is based on high school GPA, 35% on 
test scores, 20% on his or her audition and 10% go to 
discretionary.

The proposed test-optional criteria for the 
Lawrenceville campus would see a shift in the impor-
tance of  high school GPA, which would be worth 
55 points, and would impact the type of  scholarship 
given to students, according to O’Hara. Academic 
quality is the next section, which would be comprised 
of  35 points, broken down into three sections. In 
the first part, 10 points would be given for academic 
units completed, in which students could receive two 
points minimum for 16 academic units completed 
and 10 points maximum for 21 or more academic 
units completed. The second section would be qual-
ity of  academic courses in which 20 points would be 
awarded depending on how many college prep, hon-
ors and AP classes the student took. The final section 
would be  the student’s grade trend  — whether he or 
she had improved academically throughout his or her 
four years in high school — in which up to five points 
could be awarded. The points given to the discretion-
ary aspect would remain the same.

There aren’t any proposed standards for the 
Westminster campus yet, something O’Hara 
addressed.

“We didn’t get that far with Westminster [criteria] 
because we want some time to work with faculty on 
that campus to get a better sense of  what they’re look-
ing for,” he said.  

Students interviewed agreed that SAT and ACT 
test scores do not predict how well someone will do 
during his or her first year at college.

“SATs aren’t always a clear example of  a student’s 
potential,” said freshman elementary education and 
psychology major Mehgan Forkel. “I didn’t do well on 
the math section of  the SAT but I did well overall in 
my math courses throughout high school. I graduated 
in the National Honor Society and had a 3.66 GPA, 
but my SAT scores were only just above average. So I 
don’t think it’s necessary for students to have to send 
in their scores if  they don’t want to.”

Junior secondary education and history major 
Lindsay O’Mara agreed.

“I feel as though some colleges focus too much on 

how well you do on one standardized test when they 
should be looking at things more as a whole,” she said. 
“If  a student does well in all of  their classes, makes 
the honor roll, is involved in their high school, but 
doesn’t perform so well on the SATs, their acceptance 
shouldn’t depend so heavily on that one score. On the 
other hand, if  a student hasn’t done so well in their 
classes or made an effort to participate in extracur-
ricular activities, but they do well on the SATs, it could 
be their only chance at a higher education. Making it 
optional to send in these scores though gives students 
greater flexibility in the academic profile they present 
to the school.” 

The UAPC committee does an annual study 
in which College Board is given the GPAs of  stu-
dents after their first year at Rider. College Board 
gives the university information on how the student 
was accepted, including their SAT score averages. 
Recently, the committee took this study a bit further 
and looked at the report without the SAT information 
to see how the freshman class performed. 

“Always, high school GPA is a better predictor,” 
O’Hara said. “One of  the things we tested was if  we 
should look at just high school GPA alone. We found 
if  high school GPA was under 2.5, the student was 
going to perform in that range. If  it was above a 2.5, 
the student had a higher GPA their first year.”

The study only looked at those who enrolled and 
did not include the students who were admitted and 
didn’t attend or those who were rejected. Also, the 
high school GPAs were not recalculated since the SAT 
scores were taken out. All of  these are factors O’Hara 
said he felt needed to be included and were limitations 
of  the study.

Schools similar to Rider that have the same stu-
dents applying to them have been making the switch, 
such as TCNJ, Rider’s neighboring institution. TCNJ 
will begin a test-optional policy for the fall 2013 
semester for the fine and performing arts. Students 
applying in one of  the majors such as fine arts, 
graphic design, digital arts, art education, interactive 
multimedia, music, music performance and music 
education will not be required to submit SAT or ACT 
scores. Instead, extra emphasis will be placed on their 
high school transcripts, extracurricular involvement 
and audition for music applicants or portfolio results 
for art applicants. 

Although it seems more universities are turning to 
this test-optional policy, only about 15%-20% of  the 
applicant pool decide not to send their scores when 
they apply, according to the UAPC’s findings from 
looking at these schools. Rider, which had a 5% appli-
cant increase this year, doesn’t seem ready to make the 
shift over into forgetting about SAT and ACT scores 
just yet, O’Hara said.

“The reason we’re looking at it is because we 
were asked about it by guidance counselors, current 
students and families,” O’Hara said. “SAT optional 
was not something we wanted to push because it’s not 
something we need right now, but it’s something the 
committee needs to make decisions about if  we truly 
want to accept this process.”

Contact this writer at maldonadoje@theridernews.com.
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ATTENTION
RIDER 

STUDENTS!

Want to be part of Rider’s
Community Standards 

Board?

Members of the Board 
listen to fellow students 

challenge alleged 
violations of the University 

Code of Social Conduct.

Great networking
opportunity!

Members work with 
Administration, Faculty 

and Staff to make impartial 
decisions about responsibilty 
and any possible sanctions.

INTERESTED?

Interested candidates can pick 
up applications in the 

Bart Luedeke Center, Room 
116. Completed applications 
are due back in Room 116 by 
5:00 p.m. Friday, March 26, 

2013.

Students must have a 2.5 
GPA and be available for an 

interview.

Rider rethinking need for SAT scores

UAPC chair and professor at Westminster Choir College, Joel Phillips, looks on as Jamie O’Hara gives a presentation regarding Rider’s 
stance on adopting a SAT test-score optional policy. Currently, 850 colleges and universities have made the shift over to this policy.
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FOCUSING on the themes of  race, 
class, life and fate, the sociology 
and psychology clubs met together 
for a joint movie night to watch the 

2004 film Crash on March 27. 
The movie, which focuses on a 

post-modern depiction of  race in Los 
Angeles, was open to all who wanted 
to discuss the issue. At the conclusion, 
the students and Dr. Victor Thompson, 
assistant professor of  sociology and one 
of  the club’s advisers, analyzed themes 
seen in the film. Dr. Stephanie Golski, 
associate professor of  psychology and 
the other adviser, was unable to attend, 
but left notes to be involved in the 
discussion. 

“You may have to look hard to see 
it, but Crash is a film about progress,” 
Golski said. “But it’s also about the col-
lision of  race, cultures and classes.” 

Crash connects characters from 
all different aspects of  life — from a 
district attorney and his wife, to immi-
grants who have nothing but the store 
they own to give them hope, to young 
adults who have to steal just to make a 
living. Interwoven into every scene is 
the most prevalent theme: race. Each 
aspect was linked to race and how it 
influences society and interactions, 
depicting how judgments are made in 
this post-modern world. 

“The film is propelled by one basic 
equation,” Golski said. “It’s that per-
sonal disappointment clings to people 

until they find a way to vent.
“They always seem to do so by 

venting to the others. The others? You 
know, the different ones, different skins, 
different cultures, different heritages, 
different politics, but the eternal, evil 
other guy.”

Dark and dramatic, Crash is a film 
that works hard to pull at the audience’s 
heart strings. It creates a version of  Los 
Angeles that is filled with corruption 
and people who cannot look beyond 
what their eyes can see. 

Once the film had ended and stu-
dents were able to digest their thoughts, 
a discussion commenced to debate two 
main criticisms of  the movie. The first 
problem was found with the characters. 
The second, and most dominant aspect 
of  the talk, focused around the very 
obvious theme, which Thompson noted 
is “people are racist.”

On the first discussion point, those 
involved addressed the many incon-
sistencies and contradictions of  the 
characters, as well as the lack of  devel-
opment throughout the movie. Many, 
including Thompson, felt there was no 
progression and movement in the char-
acters, explaining that they were stereo-
typical and lacked depth. All seemed 
frozen in their views and were not able 
to see beyond their past judgments.  

More thoroughly discussed, though, 
was the theme. The discussion became 
limited to how redundantly it was seen 
throughout the course of  the film. Even 

with all its efforts to evoke emotion 
from the audience, the movie became 
trite and one of, “Racist people doing 
racist things,” according to Thompson.

“This postmodern portrayal of  
life as a series of  racially interrupted 
moments is old and tired — seen it, 
done it, over,” Thompson said. “What 
exactly is this supposed to suggest? I 
get lost in these moment-to-moment 
portrayals of  race and encourage all of  
you to resist the temptation to boil rac-
ism down to a series of  racial anxiety 
moments.”

Those in the discussion agreed with 
Thompson’s standpoint. In the end, 

they said, Crash is a film that simply 
shows that racism exists and helps 
inspire discussion on the topic of  race. 

However, some commented even 
more about the complexity of  race and 
how fragile it can make society.  

Crash itself  makes the point that, as 
its opening lines explain, life becomes 
about the sense of  touch, the sensation 
of  it all and about how “we’re always 
behind this metal and glass [where] we 
miss that touch so much that we crash 
into each other, just so we can feel 
something.”

Opinions and ideas clash at Crash screening
Arts&Entertainment

n Complete a course in just three or six weeks, in the 
classroom or online, with plenty of time to relax! 

n Accelerate completion of your degree requirements.

n Enjoy convenient day and evening classes — or study 
anytime, anywhere with our exciting online offerings.

n Special housing rates available.

Summer at Rider Just $560 per credit*
*undergraduate
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Liberal Arts Arts
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Registration for Summer 
Sessions Starts Monday, 
March 11, 2013

Heather Boner ’13 Christina Eugene ’13

609.896.5033  •  www.rider.edu/summer

By Tara DeLorenzo

Emotions and tensions run high when a near-death experience brings father and daughter together.
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D
Excellence Defined.

www.daarstoc.org

DAARSTOC
Rider’s elite executive skill-building organization

Members learn:
• Interviewing
• Problem Solving
• Conflict Resolution
• Interpersonal Communication
• Stand-up Speaking
• Stress Management
• Feedback Skills

Who can apply:
Any student (from any major 
and any college at Rider) who 
has completed one full semester, 
and has at least two semesters 
left before graduation.

How to Apply:
You can obtain an application 
from daarstoc.org or a current 
member. 

Submit completed applications 
to Sweigart Hall 240 or to a 
current member by  
April 1 at 5:00 p.m.

Please note that interviews 
will be held on April 14
at 1:00 p.m.

For more information, contact grossmana@rider.edu
or visit www.daarstoc.org

RIDER students had a sweet tooth 
for the second year in a row when 
voting for this year’s new Rider 
Student Top Chef. Amid the chaos 

of  the dinnertime rush at Daly’s on March 
28, the second annual competition took 
center stage for hungry students. 

Derived from the hit Bravo reality 
show, Top Chef, Rider students pushed 
their culinary skills to the limit to submit 
a recipe for this year’s Rider Student Top 
Chef  competition hosted by 107.7 the 
Bronc. Sophomore secondary educa-
tion and biology major Emily Ritter was 
crowned the new Top Chef  with her win-
ning recipe, “Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup 
Cheesecake Bars.”

“At first I did not know what recipe to 
choose,” Ritter said. “I know a couple of  
family recipes, but I wanted to come up 
with something creative and different.”

This year’s competition had 29 entries 
that were submitted, and the judges had 
to narrow it down to three finalists with 
delectable dishes. In addition to Ritter’s 
dessert, junior entrepreneurial studies 
major Megan Manata submitted “Grilled 
(Mac and) Cheese,” and junior business 
administration major Brian Schauer 
submitted “Pollo Catalano.”  

Eligibility for the contest began on 
Feb. 20, when students were asked to 
submit up to two recipes that were con-
sidered creative and simple. The deadline 
for entries ran until March 14. Each 
finalist submitted an original and simplis-
tic recipe with a gourmet twist.   

“I really enjoy cooking, but I would 
consider myself  to be more of  a baker,” 
Ritter said. “When I was younger, I 
would help my dad bake and decorate 
the cookies during the holidays. It wasn’t 
until high school that I started baking 

more often.”
Fellow students were welcome to 

watch each contestant prepare his or her 
original recipe firsthand and taste-test 
a plateful. A voting station was set up 
alongside the chefs where students were 
able to vote for their favorite dish via 
Facebook. 

“The other recipes looked really 
tasty but it is hard to compare mine to 
others because I had the only dessert,” 
Ritter said. “Who doesn’t love a good 
cheesecake?”

Ritter, this year’s grand prize win-
ner, received an 18-piece Wolfgang 
Puck stainless steel cookware set, a $100 
Advantage Plus membership from Sam’s 
Club, $100 in Bronc Bucks, $50 in gift 
certificates to PJ’s Pancake House, and 
will have the winning recipe featured 
on the PJ’s Pancake House menu. In 
addition to these prizes, the winning 
recipe will also be featured on the menu 
at Daly’s for the remainder of  the spring 
semester.

Ritter has a passion for baking and 
sharing the fun and results with her 
family.

“One of  my favorite things to make 
is pretzel salad: a strawberry, pretzel, 
whipped cream and Jell-O dessert,” 
Ritter said. “Pretzel salad isn’t very dif-
ficult to make, but everyone in my family 
loves it and always suggests I make it 
when we have a family gathering.”

This year’s runner up, Schauer, 
received $75 in Bronc Bucks, a $40 
College membership from Sam’s Club 
and $40 in gift certificates to PJ’s 
Pancake House. His Pollo Catalano 
recipe will also be featured on the menu 
at Daly’s for the remainder of  the spring 
2013 semester.

“The competition called for simplic-
ity and creativity,” Schauer said. “So 
knowing that, I wanted to do something 

completely original. So I literally went to 
the grocery store and just walked around 
and bought a few items, and when I 
came home, just decided to put it all 
together.” 

Manata, the third place winner, did 
not go home empty handed and received 
$50 in Bronc Bucks, a $40 College 
membership from Sam’s Club and $30 
in gift certificates to PJ’s Pancake House. 
Her recipe will also be featured on the 
menu at Daly’s for the remainder of  the 

Emily Ritter takes the cake as new Rider Student Top Chef
By Nicole Cortese
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Runner-up Brian Schauer, grand prize winner Emily Ritter and third place winner Megan Manata pose with their signature dishes after an intensive vetting 
process in order to determine which of their original recipes garnered the most votes in the Rider Student Top Chef competition at Daly’s.

Grilled (Mac and) Cheese, Reeses Peanut Butter Cup Cheesecake Bars and Pollo Catalano were the main 
courses for Rider’s second annual Top Chef. Emily Ritter’s dessert received the most votes.
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SHEILA Callaghan’s Crumble (Lay 
Me Down, Justin Timberlake) tells 
a provoking and unusual tale of  
loss, family relationships, conflict-

ing personalities and a self-destructive, 
personified apartment. 

Crumble utilizes the diverse talents 
of  theater performance and musical 
theater majors and will be presented 
in the Spitz Theater by the Theater 
Department from April 4-7. Chair 
of  performing arts Dr. Ivan Fuller, 
who wrote and directed last year’s 
play Awake In Me, is directing the 
production.

“This is an edgy, contemporary, dark 
comedy about grief, murder, a troubled 
girl and a panicky mother,” Fuller said.

Crumble follows a manic 11-year-old 
girl named Janice, portrayed by fresh-
man theater major Maeve Lynskey, 
who is mourning the untimely death 
of  her father. The play takes place on 
Christmas one year after her tragic loss 
as she struggles to care for her mentally 
ill mother (junior theater major Serena 
Venditto) who suffers from anxiety and 
panic attacks and turns to obsessive 
baking as a method of  coping with her 
circumstances. 

Janice and her mother both reside 
in an increasingly run-down apartment 

that they cannot afford to repair and 
are comforted only by their infatuations 
with celebrities Justin Timberlake and 
Harrison Ford, respectively, both played 
by junior theater major Tom Garvin. 
With the support of  Timberlake’s pres-
ence through dreams, Janice hatches 
a plan to end her family’s struggles. 

Meanwhile, their sentient apartment, 
played by freshman musical theater 
major Eric Dann, appears to have a 
plot of  its own and is looking to forcibly 
evict its negligent occupants.

“I am the physical representation of  
the setting of  the play,” Dann said.

According to Fuller, Callaghan is 

one of  the current leading playwrights.
“All of  her work is very unique, tack-

ling subjects that we can all relate to, 
but in a way that’s fresh, inventive and 
challenging,” he said.

Venditto shares Fuller’s passion for 
Callaghan’s work and the inherent 
difficulties.

“Everyone on the project is so fully 
committed that I have no doubt the 
final result will be a moving work,” 
Venditto said. “I could not have asked 
for a more exciting play for my Rider 
main stage debut.”

According to Dann, the role of  
Janice is the backbone of  the story and 
is very dynamic.

“The innocent but provocative 
nature of  her role leaves room for some 
great moments,” Dann said. “It’s a 
journey of  forgiveness and grieving. It’s 
a great show that will leave you both 
happy and sad, which as human beings, 
we enjoy delving into those feelings.”

Tickets for Crumble will be avail-
able for purchase at $20 for adults and 
$10 for students and seniors. To order 
tickets, call (609) 896-7775 or visit         
rider.edu/arts.

Additional reporting by Melissa Lindley

Contact this writer at pendagastm@
theridernews.com

A family Crumbles in a vindictive apartment
By Megan Pendagast

Barbara, portrayed by Aly Julian sits with Janice, played by freshman Maeve Lynskey, choose to 
focus on the interaction between their dolls to briefly forget about the death of Janice’s father.
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semester.
“Ultimately I chose a grilled mac 

and cheese sandwich because I like to 
keep up with food trends,” Manata said. 
“While grilled mac and cheese may 
already have had its day, I love the idea 
of  putting a gourmet spin on it by com-
bining two foods that are so comforting 
into something incredibly delicious and 
cheesy.” 

With a great student turnout, the 
final results were extremely close and 

now both winning recipes are desserts. 
The recipes for each entry can be found 
on the 107.7 The Bronc Facebook page 
under the Rider Student Top Chef  
contest.

Emily Ritter takes the cake as new Rider Student Top Chef Reese’s Peanut Butter Cup Cheesecake Bars
Recipe Ingredients:
7 whole Graham crackers, broken into 1-inch pieces
6 tablespoons (3/4 stick) unsalted butter, melted and cooled
3 tablespoons brown sugar
2 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1/8 teaspoon salt
2 packages (8 oz. each) cream cheese, softened
2/3 cups granulated sugar
2 whole large eggs
1/4 cups sour cream
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
12 whole (0.75 oz. each) Reese’s Peanut Butter Cups, divided, cut into 6 pieces each
2 oz. bittersweet chocolate, chopped

Recipe Instructions: 
• Preheat oven to 325 degrees Fahrenheit.
• Prepare an 8-inch square baking pan by lining the pan with aluminum foil, leaving 3-4 inches of foil draped 

over the sides of the pan.

The crust:
• Place Graham crackers into the bowl of a food processor and pulse until the crackers form fine crumbs for 

about 30 seconds. Add butter, brown sugar, flour, and salt to the crumbs. Pulse until the ingredients are fully 
combined. Using the bottom of a measuring cup or your fingers, press the crumbs into the bottom of the 
prepared pan.

• Bake until the crust is beginning to brown for about 12-15 minutes. Let the crust cool on a cooling rack for 
about 30 minutes.

The filling:
• In a large bowl, beat the cream cheese until it is very smooth for about 3 minutes. Scrape the beaters and 

sides of bowl frequently. Gradually beat in granulated sugar until the mixture is combined for about 1 
minute. Beat in eggs one a time, making sure that each is fully incorporated. Beat in sour cream and vanilla 
extract for about 30 seconds until fully combined.

• Unwrap and cut 9 Reese’s peanut butter cups (0.75 ounce each) into 6 pieces. Gently fold into the cream 
cheese mixture. Scrape the cream cheese mixture into the baking pan, over the top of the cooled crust. 
Spread evenly.

• Bake for about 35-40 minutes, or until the edges are set but the middle still jiggles slightly when the pan is 
shaken, rotating the pan halfway through baking.

• Place the pan on a cooling rack and allow the bars to cool for 2 hours. Cover with aluminum foil and refriger-
ate for at least 3 hours and up to 24 hours.

• Using the overhanging foil, lift the bars from the pan. Gently remove the foil and cut into 16 bars.

• Place bittersweet chocolate in a small bowl. Microwave on 50 % power until melted, stirring every 15 
seconds. Drizzle the chocolate over the bars and top each with a small chunk of a Reese’s peanut butter cup 
before serving.

Runner-up Brian Schauer, grand prize winner Emily Ritter and third place winner Megan Manata pose with their signature dishes after an intensive vetting 
process in order to determine which of their original recipes garnered the most votes in the Rider Student Top Chef competition at Daly’s.

SEE MORE PHOTOS OF 
RIDER’S TOP CHEF ON 
THERIDERNEWS.COM
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Editorial

SAT optional? (A) sure 
(B) of course (C) why not?
THE Scholastic Aptitude Test, 

or SAT, is something that high 
school students spend most of  
their school careers preparing 

for. The test can really make or break 
a student. 

Recently, the University 
Academic Policy Committee, 
(UAPC) All-Faculty Forum started 
to discuss the possibility of  Rider 
adopting a policy that would make 
submitting SAT scores optional 
when applying to the university. So 
far, about 850 schools have imple-
mented this policy, including certain 
programs at The College of  New 
Jersey, Marist and Wagner.

Currently, a decision has not been 
officially made on the matter, and 
a UAPC subcommittee has been 
meeting to come to a conclusion. If  
the policy does go into effect, high 
school senior applicants will have 
more weight placed on their GPAs 
if  they choose not to submit SAT 
scores. 

Many students would ben-
efit from this new policy if  Rider 
chooses to adopt it. Some who have 
excellent GPAs and work very hard 

in school often perform poorly on 
the SAT because of  bad test-taking 
skills. Therefore, by making SAT 
scores optional, applicants have a 
fairer chance of  being admitted to 
the colleges of  their choice.

It would take some pressure off  
students and would allow them to 
apply to colleges without worry-
ing about some score on a test that 
doesn’t show everything they can 
actually do. 

The policy for optional SAT 
scores is definitely a breakthrough 
for college applications. Even though 
Rider is only looking at the options, 
many prospective students would 
benefit from the change.

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by 
Assistant Opinion Editor Danielle Gittleman

Editorial

College Scorecards: 
an A+ decision
WHEN applying for colleges, 

students take into consider-
ation various attributes and 
carefully place them in a 

pro and con list. Yet the really gruel-
ing questions remain the toughest to 
decipher: Is it affordable and will I 
graduate with a job in sight?

These are things students should 
know before entering their higher 
education, and, as a result of  a 
new website promoted by President 
Barack Obama, this has been made 
possible. The College Scorecard 
website was created by the U.S. 
Department of  Education’s College 
Affordability and Transparency 
Center to provide prospective stu-
dents with an idea as to what they 
can expect to get out of  their educa-
tion at their university of  choice.

Students can now compare and 
contrast certain aspects of  schools 
without taking the time to visit all of  
them. This will not only save time, 
but also aid them in making the 
most feasible decision.

The cost of  education, average 
student debt and possible jobs for 
specific degrees are included in the 
information found on each of  the 
Scorecards, including Rider’s. 

Having the knowledge of  these 
specifics before making a com-
mitment can tip the scale when a 

student is stuck between multiple 
universities. A big benefit of  this 
website will be having the price 
of  each school in front of  you to 
compare with others. This can help 
students’ families figure out if  the 
price is worth the education they will 
receive there.

Yet with this resource in prospec-
tive students’ back pockets, each uni-
versity may end up just looking like 
a bunch of  statistics and dollar signs. 
The campus feel, helpful faculty and 
educational programs that may be 
beneficial to the student could then 
be put lower on their priority list.

Despite this, prospective students 
can still look toward this resource to 
aid in the college decision-making 
process and to reassure them of  their 
educational outcome.

The weekly editorial expresses the major-
ity opinion of The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written by 
Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere
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I  generally consider myself  a person 
who is always skeptical and not easily 
convinced, especially when it comes 
to politicians, but Newark Mayor 

Cory Booker is the one in a million who 
comes across as an honest politician and 
a likable fellow. In the ocean of  politics, 
he is the one oyster with a pearl while all 
the rest are crusty, taking up space and 
should just be fried up and eaten with a 
squeeze of  lemon and a glass of  cheap 
beer. 

Booker was at his prime on March 
12 when he spoke to a packed crowd at 
the Yvonne Theater in an event hosted 
by the Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics. Before he even spoke a 
word, I was already impressed because 
he wasn’t dressed in haughty attire 
like an over-the-top three-piece suit; 

he wore jeans and loafers. Now, I’ve 
seen politicians wear civilian clothes 
before, but only in obvious attempts to 
appear like average people. Booker also 
jokingly scoured the crowd for any ex-
girlfriends, something no other politi-
cian would admit to doing (although 
I’m sure Bill Clinton does all the time). 
I felt on equal ground to Booker. He 
wasn’t phony in his approach to the 
people; he was just himself. I felt he was 
talking to me, not at me. He didn’t give 
a lecture, he talked. 

Since the “Supermayor” is also 
only 42, a baby by political standards, 
he brings a much-needed youthful-
ness to the scene. As a loyal C-SPAN 
viewer, I often see ancient congressmen 
and women pretend to be relevant, 
as if  their outdated viewpoints were 

Political View

Booker intrigues 
student, crowd

➠ SEE BOOKER
PAGE 9
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Get Credit for Your Summer Break!
Get Credit for Your Summer Break!

732.255.0400  •  Toms River, NJ
Check with your advisor to make sure your credits transfer back to Rider.

choose from a wide variety of classes

Take courses like Intro to Statistics,  

World Lit, and Intro to Political Science. 

running all summer long

Sessions begin May 20,  

June 26, and Aug. 5! 

Search for classes  
at www.ocean.edu

SPRING break was a time of  relax-
ation and rejuvenation for all of  
us after what has been a whirlwind 
semester thus far. However, I 

believe spring break should have been 
March 25-31 instead.

I know that spring break is placed 
at the half-mile mark of  the semester, 
but it was indeed a very inconvenient 
placement. Since we had to attend 
classes this week, the celebrations of  
two very important religious holidays 
have been put on the back burner for 
some, placing family-oriented students 
at a disadvantage.

Easter Sunday is a day to spend 
with family; however, the dates of  this 
year’s holidays have Rider students in 
somewhat of  a pickle. With the last few 
weeks of  school coming soon, attend-
ing classes is a top priority to make sure 
that reports, projects and essays are 
the best that they can be. It is a defi-
nite push and pull for a few students. 
Should they stay at school or make 
the trip back home to be with families 
for one day? It is a difficult decision 
because family and school are two 
extremely important things. 

For the Jewish community, Passover 
was also celebrated this week. At a dis-
advantage once again by the placement 
of  spring break, students who celebrate 
this holiday may have to miss out on 
observing this occasion with their fami-
lies as well.  

Consideration for yourself  and for 
others is also a very big factor in this 

rather difficult situation. If  students 
have their cars on campus, paying for 
gas may be an issue if  they decide to 
make the trip home for the holidays. 
Others may not want to have their par-
ents make the trip back up to get them, 
especially since they drove us to school 
earlier in the week.

The decision to have spring break 
the week before these events also affects 
students who live out of  state. They 
may or may not have been home for 
spring break, depending on how far 
they live. Sometimes, nothing beats 
Easter dinner with family, and unfortu-
nately, they will have to miss it this year.

There are, however, some plus sides 
to spending these holidays away from 
home. If  someone is far from family, 
sometimes a generous friend is will-
ing to open up his or her home so that 
friends will be able to spend time in 
a family setting, even if  it is not their 
family. It can bring friendships closer 
together and it also shows the good in 
people’s hearts.

Students who are opting to stay at 
school during the Easter weekend will 
also be able to catch up on schoolwork 
without any distractions. They will feel 
very productive with all their school 
work completed.

Overall, however, the placement of  
spring break is a hassle for many people 
at Rider. A simple switch in weeks 
would have benefitted all of  us.

-J’na Jefferson
Sophomore journalism major

Sophomore Point of View

Spring break timing 
sparks dilemma

AT first it didn’t seem like the 
infamous groundhog made a 
correct prediction, but are the 
times finally changing? Has 

spring at last sprung? Hopefully the 
recent spurts of  pleasant weather are 
a preview of  what’s to come after stu-
dents have been cooped up all winter, 
itching to get out of  their dorms. 

Spring offers that perfect in-
between weather when it’s a good 
time to enjoy the great outdoors with 
activities such as hiking, biking and 
just spending some time at a park. 

Rider has four parks within a five-
mile radius from the Lawrenceville 
campus. Grab a bike and a friend 
and explore the beautiful nature that 
the area has to offer. If  you enjoy 
getting your hands dirty, volunteer 
at Rider’s community garden, Green 
Acres, and help prepare for the 
spring crops. Before we know it, it 

will be May and Terhune Orchards will 
begin offering its delicious pick-your-
own line-up of  fruits and veggies. 

If  you prefer not to sport athletic 
clothes while enjoying Mother Nature, 
try taking a stroll through Princeton 
Borough and support some of  the local 
businesses. There is a variety of  ways to 
experience nature while preserving the 
Earth, and who wouldn’t want to be 
outdoors in beautiful weather?

If  springtime to you means spring 
cleaning, hopefully it doesn’t also mean 
using harsh chemicals and tossing 
everything in your closet away. The 
Daily Green offers some do-it-yourself  
green cleaning recipes, such as using 
baking soda and water. And why throw 
away your clothes when you can donate 
them? Children’s and teenager’s cloth-
ing are accepted at Big Brother, Big 
Sister establishments. If  you have any 
ratty clothing, leave those items out 

of  the donation bag, and as The 
Huffington Post’s “Top 10 Green 
Spring Cleaning Tips” suggests, 
cut them into rags for cleaning.

Clothing, small appliances and 
other items are always accepted 
by Home Front in Lawrenceville 
and by any Salvation Army. 

According to The Huffington 
Post, spring cleaning also means 
trimming down your electric bill. 
You can save energy by drying 
your clothes on a clothesline or 
drying rack instead of  throwing 
them in the dryer and opening a 
window instead of  turning on the 
air conditioner. 

Whether you celebrate the 
arrival of  spring by exploring 
nature or by starting fresh with a 
full spring cleaning, it’s simple to 
adopt sustainable practices. Not 
only does it not have an impact 
on the environment, but spending 
time outdoors also is the perfect 
way to get some sun and exercise. 
And it fits into any budget. 

-Stephanie Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Green Corner

Sprout green initiatives 
for the springtime

I’m not going to mock the medical 
conditions of  politicians, but when 
you’re riding around the Senate floor 
in your Hoveround, you probably 
should retire and allow the able-bod-
ied to take over. Booker wasn’t afraid 
to challenge the establishment when 
he announced his candidacy for the 
seat currently held by Sen. Frank 
Lautenberg — the oldest senator in 
office. 

But Booker isn’t just all talk. As 
mayor, he has led a successful effort 
to clean up the city and improve its 
economy. He’s brought industry and 
development back to a city that most 
people are afraid of  stepping foot 
into. Panasonic has relocated to the 
city, and Manischewitz is moving 
production into Newark, something 
Booker is excited about. I sincerely 
believe that Booker is a representa-
tive of  the people. Now, I’m sure he 

has rich and powerful friends like every 
other politician around the country, but 
just from hearing him speak I know he 
will not grovel at some fat cat’s feet just 
so he can be elected. 

I wasn’t the only person to feel 
Booker’s awesomeness. I’ve spoken to 
students and professors about Booker’s 
talk and every one of  them was mes-
merized by his honesty and inspired by 
his words, like “a conspiracy of  love.” 
The most profound thing he said was, 
“Anytime you try to do something 
good, someone will try to stop you, for 
whatever reason.” As much as I would 
like to think Booker is wrong, he’s not. 
If  he becomes New Jersey’s next sena-
tor, I have the utmost confidence that 
he will fight against his critics, do what 
is right and not be an anonymous sheep 
that follows the money and repeats the 
same policies of  the past. 

-Joe Petrizzo
Copy Editor

Booker
CONT’D FROM P. 8
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By Chris Brooks

THE end of  the basketball season yielded incon-
sistent results for both the men’s and women’s 
basketball teams. Each team qualified for the 
post-season MAAC tournament on March 8 in 

Springfield, Mass. 

Men’s Basketball
 The second-seeded Broncs (19-5, 12-6 MAAC) 

were matched up against seventh-seeded Fairfield (19-
16, 9-9 MAAC). Despite giving up their fewest points 
on defense all season, the Broncs were unable to pick 
it up offensively and lost in a nail-biter 43-42.

 “It was one of  those games we struggled to score,” 
Head Coach Kevin Baggett said. “We struggled to 
shoot. We turned the ball over way too much.”

Offensively, the Broncs were unsuccessful in making 
six attempted three-point field goals and were cred-
ited with zero assists in the box score. To add to their 
offensive woes, the Broncs went 16 of  26 from the free 
throw line while Fairfield sank 13 of  18.

“That’s why you play defense: to allow yourself  to 
have a chance to win the game,” Baggett said. “And 
we had a chance to win it at the end.”  

 With 1.2 seconds to go, junior forward Nurideen 
Lindsey stepped to the free throw line with the team 
trailing 43-40. He sank the first shot to pull the Broncs 
within one, but was unable to miss the second free 
throw to give the team a chance for a final rebound 
and shot to tie the game. 

Because of  the defeat, the men were unable to 
qualify for the NCAA tournament, but were still able 
to participate in the Collegeinsider.com Tournament 
(CIT). This is the fourth time in the past six years that 
Rider has been invited to a postseason tournament. 

The first round of  the CIT pitted Rider against 
Hartford, where the Broncs looked like a completely 
different basketball team. The Broncs were able to 

hit 15 of  20 foul shots and turn over the ball less 
frequently, resulting in a 63-54 victory. Junior guard 
Anthony Myles tied his career best with 23 points, 
while senior guard Jon Thompson racked up 16 points 
along with four assists and three steals.

This victory marks the first time the Broncs have 
won a national postseason tournament since 1957.

Following the win, the Broncs traveled to 
Greenville, N.C. to take on East Carolina University 
in the second round of  the CIT. The Broncs battled 
hard all game, but lost 75-54. Thompson led the 
Broncs with 18 points in his 128th and final game of  
his college career.

“We are going to miss Thompson,” Baggett said. 
“He was our best player — the heart and soul of  our 
team, a leader, a captain.” 

Thompson ends his Rider career with 952 points 
and ranked eighth in the Rider record books with 372 
assists.

The Broncs will only lose two seniors: Thompson 
and center Dera Nd-Ezuma. Although they will be 
missed, Baggett is optimistic for next season. 

“We have three young men coming in that will 
add some different things, so I see ourselves having a 
chance again next year,” he said. 

Women’s Basketball 
On the other side, the women’s team was having a 

successful season of  its own. In her sixth season as the 
women’s head coach, Lynn Milligan led the Broncs to 
a fourth seed in the MAAC Tournament. Matched up 
against fifth-seeded Niagara, the Broncs were unable 
to continue their season, losing 59-54.

“Our last game was a tough one,” Milligan said.  
“We needed a better start and we did not shoot the 
ball well. We dug ourselves a hole and fought to get 
back. We had a chance to win it at the end but came 
up short.” 

Behind 43-26 with 9:58 to play, the Broncs surged 
back with a 12-0 run to cut the lead to five. 

Later in the half, the Broncs trailed 57-54 with 14 
seconds remaining, but had their final shot blocked by 
Niagara to cut the Broncs’ season short. Although it 
did not reach its goal, the women’s team had a strong 
year led by the strong senior class.  

“This season was successful for us as a program,” 
Milligan said. “Any success starts with your seniors.  
Caitlin Bopp, Carleigh Brown, Dior Brown and 
Sironda Chambers did a great job leading us this 
season. We were able to mix our senior talent with 
solid underclassmen and freshmen to make this season 
successful.” 

Though the seniors were a large part of  the success 
for the Broncs, graduate forward Carleigh Brown 
attributes the solid play to teamwork. 

“We had really good team chemistry this year — 
better than any year past,” Brown said. “Chemistry 
is extremely important when it comes to basketball. 
It comes from multiple things, like understanding 
your role on a team, putting the team before your-
self  and knowing how to put teammates in successful 
situations.” 

Though the women’s team is losing critical players, 
it is expected to perform well again in the future. The 
women will lose four seniors, but will have 10 return-
ing players including first team All-MAAC forward 
MyNeshia McKenzie.  

“We feel good about this season and leading into 
next season,” Milligan said. “Any time you take a step 
as a program the next step is bigger and harder. We 
will start our preparations now so we can take that 
step.” 

Sports

                        Brookdale Community College encourages you to 

Get Set for Summer!
Three convenient terms:

Summer I Term     May 20 - July 1

Summer II Term   May 30 - August 8

Summer III Term  July 8 - August 17

Open Registration for all three terms  

begins March 21, 2013. Check out all our 

courses at brookdalecc.edu. 

To become a Brookdale Visiting  

Student, first apply to Brookdale online.

If you are already a Brookdale Visiting  

Student, you may register online as early  

as March 21, 2013. 

www.brookdalecc.edu

BROOKDALE
Success starts here.

Rider BCC ad.indd   1 3/4/13   2:38 PM

Men’s and Women’s Basketball

Shot clock sounds on Broncs’ seasons 
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By Steven Eggert

O VER spring break, the 
Broncs split a four-
game series with 
St. Bonaventure, 

lost twice to Campbell 
and won two of  three in a 
series against New Jersey 
Institute of  Technology 
that ended on March 24. 

After a win on March 
26 against Rutgers (9-12), 
Rider (11-9) begins its 
conference schedule with 
a three-game home series 
versus Fairfield (7-12; 
1-2 MAAC) at 3 p.m. at 
Sonny Pittaro Field.

The Broncs defeated 
Rutgers on March 26 by 
a score of  9-3, using nine 
different pitchers and held 
the Scarlet Knights scoreless 
in eight of  the nine innings.

Head Coach Barry Davis values midweek games 
because they give opportunities to his bullpen pitchers. 

“These are the kind of  games where you want to 
try to get guys out there,” Davis said. “It’s just good to 
let guys get an inning for them to stay sharp because 
on the weekends, we’re throwing our best guys.”

The seven-eight-nine hitters, sophomore infielders 
Greg Fazio, and Mike Parsons, and freshman out-
fielder James Locklear, combined for seven of  Rider’s 
10 hits and also drove in seven of  the nine runs. 

“When the bottom of  the lineup is hitting well, we 
know the top will always hit well,” Locklear said. “Our 
pitching has been good. We threw a bunch of  guys 

today and giving them a lot of  runs I think gave them 
a lot of  confidence when they were on the mound.”

Fairfield will face the Broncs this afternoon when 
Rider begins its conference half  of  the season. On the 
other hand, the Stags began their MAAC schedule by 
losing two of  three to Siena last weekend.

Both teams use a lot of  young players in their line-
ups and pitching rotation.

“They were young like we were last year so I antici-
pate they will be a lot like us,” Davis said. “They’ll be 
fundamentally sound; they’ve lost a couple good arms 
but had a guy who threw well who was a freshman last 
year. They lost two out of  three last weekend so they’ll 

come here with urgency. We 
know it’s going to be a tough 
series and we expect nothing 
less.”   

In their recent three-game 
winning streak, the Broncs 
have scored a total of  24 
runs in comparison to only 
26 in the eight games prior.

Junior pitcher/outfielder 
Jerry Mulderig credits bat-
ting practice for the improve-
ment of  the offense in these 
recent games. 

“From a hitter’s stand-
point, a lot comes from 
batting practice,” Mulderig 
said. “Obviously it stinks 
when you go 0-4 but some-
times you go 0-4 and hit line 
drives. But batting practice-
wise, it helps us keep our 
confidence offensively.”

From the beginning of  the 
season, the Broncs have relied on their strong pitch-
ing staff. They lead the conference with a 3.50 ERA 
through the first 20 games and are the only MAAC 
team giving up under four rpg on the mound.

If  the team continues following the coaches’ advice, 
Fazio believes that the Broncs can start their MAAC 
schedule with a sweep against Fairfield. 

“They are coaching our approaches and that’s been 
working pretty well as far as getting into deeper counts 
and seeing pitches,” Fazio said. “To me, we’re capable 
of  sweeping Fairfield and anything besides that would 
be a disappointment.”

Sports

ROOM SELECTION 2013  - 2014

Pay your $200 room deposit by March 1 
(online through MyRider/Student Information/iPay 

or in person at the Cashier’s Office in the BLC)

Room Selection Dates - Lawrenceville Campus
Greek Room Selection • April 1

Premium Room Selection • April 3
Singles Room Selection • April 8

Standard Room Selection • April 15-17

Room Selection Dates - Princeton Campus
Standard Room Selection • April 15-17

Information Sessions - Lawrenceville Campus
8 -10 p.m.

February 26, Sweigart Hall 115
March 6, Mercer Room

March 13, Memorial Hall 114
March 27, Sweigart Hall 115

Information Session - Princeton Campus
8-10 p.m.

March 4, Seabrook Lounge

For additional information, please visit:
rider.edu/housing

or call 609-896-5057

Sophomore second baseman Greg Fazio connects on a two-run home run in the Broncs’ home win over Rutgers on March 26. 
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Baseball

Rider clobbers Rutgers 9-3 at home



McNeil began wrestling at the age 
of  8 after being inspired by both of  
his parents. McNeil’s father, Andy 
McNeil, wrestled for Brown University, 
was a New England champion and 
also a finalist in the Olympic trials. 
Betsey McNeil, his mother, taught in a 
high school where the wrestling coach 
expressed interest in giving McNeil’s 
career a jump start. He was willing to 
see what McNeil was made of. 

With a bit of  guidance from his 
father, McNeil would set foot on the 
mat for the first time.

“It was obvious from the start that 
Donald was a natural,” Betsey McNeil 
said. “He had great hips, a funky style 
and he absolutely, positively loved 
wrestling.”

The drive for victory and enthusi-
asm would be a big part of  his wrestling 
success for years to come.

“Wrestling is a sport that you just 
need to have your whole heart in to be 
good at,” McNeil said. “You have to be 
willing to put everything into it — you 
can’t be half  in and half  out. It’s taught 
me that you have to be motivated in 
everything you do in life.”

McNeil’s first two years of  high 
school were spent at King Phillip in 
Wrentham, Mass., where he won a 
state championship at the age of  15. 
McNeil’s status was well known as he 
was nationally ranked.

After his two years in Massachusetts, 
McNeil took his talents to Wyoming 
Seminary in Pennsylvania for another 
three years in order to prepare for his 
career at Rider.

Recovery
The extent of  the damage from the 

hard fall that left McNeil unable to 
move would remain a mystery until an 
ambulance rushed him to the hospital. 
There, the family learned that McNeil’s 
C5 and C6 vertebrae were fractured 
and dislocated, and he had suffered 
a harsh spinal cord injury that would 
require immediate medical attention 
and emergency surgery.

 “The waiting was torture,” Betsey 
McNeil said. “It was six hours of  sur-
gery, and we later found out that it was 
a life-or-death situation.”

A week after the initial injury, 
McNeil was sent to Spaulding Hospital 
in Boston where he underwent exten-
sive rehab for over a month. He was 
unable to do any of  the things that 
once came so naturally to him. Most 
importantly, he needed to learn how to 
walk again. 

Just eight weeks after the initial 
injury, McNeil walked independently 
out of  the hospital and returned home 
to his family.

During his time at Spaulding, his 
mother stayed by his side and provided 
essential support for a full recovery.

“There was a chair that converted 
into a bed, and that is where I slept 
every night,” Betsey McNeil said. “I 
think being with Donald all the time 
helped me to stay strong and keep my 
sanity.”

The doctors considered his recovery 
a miracle. 

“Dr. O’Connor said that only .017% 

of  spinal cord injuries recover the way 
that Donald’s did,” Betsey McNeil said. 
“As a spiritual person, I know we were 
blessed.”

Back At It
Approximately eight months later, 

McNeil returned to school and every-
day activities and just four months 
after that, he did the unthinkable: The 
once-paralyzed athlete decided to take 
his talents back to the mats.

Although fear struck his family 
members, they knew they couldn’t deny 
him his love of  wrestling.

“While Donald was recovering, I 
was hoping that he wouldn’t want to 
wrestle ever again,” Betsey McNeil 
said. “It was very easy to tell his father 
that I didn’t approve, but Donald came 
to me. He said, ‘Mom, Dad said that if  
you don’t approve of  me wrestling then 
we are going to have a big problem. It’s 
all I have been working toward and it 
is why I worked so hard to get well.’  
What could I say?”

After endless hours of  work toward 
recovery and numerous trips to the 
doctor, he was cleared two short weeks 
before the state wrestling tournament. 
There was no doubt in his mind about 
the obstacles he would face.

“I was motivated to get back as soon 
as it happened,” McNeil said. “I didn’t 
realize it was so bad that I might not 
even be able to walk again. I was just 
determined to get back and wrestle 
again.”

One year after the big injury, 
McNeil won a national tournament 
and went back to competing with a 
new spark. He feels that the injury 
has helped him to grow as a person in 
numerous ways. 

“Obviously it was a horrible injury, 
but I learned a lot from it,” McNeil 
said. “It really made me thankful for 
what I have and what I was able to do.”

Although struck with this tragedy, 
the McNeils stayed committed to their 
sport. 

“We are a wrestling family,” Betsey 
McNeil said. “I believe that wrestling 
gave Donald the strength and determi-
nation to fight and get well. Donald, his 
dad and their commitment to wrestling 
is legendary.” 

Collegiate Years 
Although the injury was a setback 

that would keep McNeil in Wyoming 
Seminary an extra year, his hard work 
and determination continue to pay off. 

In his first year of  college, McNeil 
attended the University of  North 
Carolina at Greensboro, where he red-
shirted for a season until the program 
was cut. He had seriously considered 
becoming a Bronc during high school 
and luckily enough, there was still a 
spot for him on the squad at Rider. He 
felt confident in his transfer and is still 
happy with his decision. 

“The program here at Rider is much 
better,” McNeil said. “We work a lot 
harder and the coaches focus on getting 

everyone better, not just a few kids.” 
Coming in as a sophomore sociology 

major at Rider, McNeil has been hon-
ored by the CAA multiple times. In his 
first season as a Bronc, he was on the 
CAA All-Freshman team. This year, he 
was third in the CAA and ranked 29th 
in the NCAA coaches’ poll. McNeil 
also made an appearance in Iowa for 
the NCAA tournament after qualifying 
as a 32nd-round pick.

He was among four of  his team-
mates at the NCAA tournament as he 
fell to second seed, 197-pound Quentin 
Wright of  Penn State.  

“I’ve been training for these oppor-
tunities my whole life,” McNeil said. 
“I don’t know how to put any of  it in 
words. It’s just incredible.” 

His coaches feel confident in his 
ability and his direction. 

“Donald has made a big jump 
in his understanding of  wrestling at 
the collegiate level,” Associate Head 
Coach John Hangey said. “I expect 
him to make many more jumps and put 
himself  in a position to become one of  
Rider’s next wrestling All-Americans.”

Contact this writer at 
vottac@theridernews.com
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Inside today: 
Baseball wins three 
straight against in-
state rivals. Page 11Sports

McNeil victorious in wrestling, recovery

Donald McNeil , a 197-pound sophomore, went 21-25 this season as a Bronc and qualified for the NCAA tournament in Iowa. 
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