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RESISTING THE FIFTEEN
Freshman editor’s thoughts on avoiding the
infamous 15-pound freshman-year weight gain.                      
             page 8

ABSTRACT ART TALK
Geoffrey Dorfman’s exhibit “Eye & Mind” 
examines subjectivity of  abstract paintings. 
             page 6

DOUBLE TEAM
Derrick and Danny Stewart continue trend of  
sibling teammates in Rider basketball.
 page 12

Making a Splash
Amanda Burke, ’10, battles for first Olympic dive after making Performance Squad 

By Emily Eiermann and Dave Nugent 

BETWEEN the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School, the Colorado movie-theater shooting and 
other similar incidents across the country, the number 
of  mass shootings reached 16 last year, according to 

The New York Times.
In order to keep the Rider community safe should an 

active shooter situation arise, Public Safety has been train-
ing on-campus groups how to react. The latest training 
session, which included a video presentation, occurred 
during the faculty development days from Jan. 22-24.

Public Safety Director Vickie Weaver cited five “outs” 
as key in Rider’s survival plan: figure out, get out, hide out, 
take out and call out.

The first step for students and faculty in this situation is 
to assess the scene, according to Weaver. Knowing who is 
involved and where you’re located is invaluable informa-
tion that can be crucial in survival. 

Getting out of  the situation would be ideal, if  possible.
“If  you have the opportunity to get away from the situa-

tion, get out,” Weaver said. “Know multiple escape routes. 
Know different stair-
wells and different entry 
routes.”

If  escape is impossible, 

Shooting sprees 
yield new lessons 
for campus safety

Amanda Burke, ’10, currently holds five Rider diving records and three women’s MAAC diving records.
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By Jen Maldonado

STUDENTS will no longer 
have to wait around for 
hours late into the night to 
choose the room they will 

call home for the upcoming year 
with the implementation of  Star-
Rez, the online housing selection 
system.

StarRez will allow students 
to have complete control over 
their housing experience and 
will be similar to how students 
register for classes, according 
to Roberta Butler, director of  
housing operations. Students will 
still be assigned a lottery number, 
based on their class standing 
and when they pay their deposit. 
Now, they are allotted a time 
slot during which they can log 
on to the website and pick their 
room. From that window of  time 
onward, students will be able to 
go on the site whenever it is con-
venient for them and can make 
changes, if  needed. The goal is 
to mirror the course selection 
process.

“We felt this was a better use 

of  students’ time and is done 
in a way they’re more familiar 
with,” Butler said. “They do 
everything from course selec-
tion, applying to the university 
and even banking online. Their 
entire lives are online and yet 
this important part of  college life 
was still using paper and pencil.”

The website, which students 
can access through their smart-
phones and tablets, was open 
for the current freshman class to 
use during the summer of  2012 
and they “really seemed to enjoy 
the process,” according to Butler, 
especially when it came to being 
placed in a triple, which is when 
there are three students living in 
a standard double. 

“In years past, students were 
assigned rooms and previous 
students took it personally that 
they were assigned a triple, when 
it was based on deposit date,” 
Butler said. “With the system 
being online, students under-
stood that if  they did deposit late, 
a triple was all that was left for 
them.”

Students will create a profile 
on the site to confirm informa-
tion the university already has 
about them as well as to fill out 
a questionnaire that will bet-
ter allow for students to find 
a roommate if  they do not 
already have one in mind. The 
survey will even give students a 
percentage of  how compatible 
they would be, based on their 
responses.

First-year students seemed to 
all have the same opinion when 
it came to their experience with 
StarRez.

“I like that not only were you 
able to choose the building you 
wanted but also which floor, hall 
and actual room you wanted,” 
said freshman Jen Yates, an ele-
mentary education and English 
major. “I thought that it worked 
well because you were easily able 
to find out who your roommate 
would be by looking to see who 
else chose the room that you 
did.”

➠ SEE HOUSING
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By Dave Pavlak

AFTER years of  hard work and 
countless dives, Amanda 
Burke, ’10, has officially been 
selected as part of  the 2016 

U.S. Olympic Performance Squad.
Burke is one of  the 26 divers who 

have been selected to take part in the 
program. 

“I almost cried,” Burke said. “It’s 
really such an honor to be selected. 
It’s a great example of  hard work 
paying off.”

Burke has been working toward 
this goal since she finished her time 
at Rider. She has a few more steps 
to take before achieving the ultimate 
goal of  going to the Olympics. 

“I’m just going to keep train-
ing,” she said. “I have a meet in 
May in Fort Lauderdale; it’s an 
international meet. After that I head 
up to Tallahassee and compete for 
world championship trials, where 
they select the divers who will be 
going to the world championships in 
Barcelona.”

In her four years at Rider, Burke 
dominated on the diving board, win-
ning the Rider Athlete of  the Year 
three times and qualifying for the 
NCAA nationals three times.

Burke also still holds the women’s 

MAAC diving records for the 1-meter 
dive, 3-meter dive (6) and 3-meter 
dive (11). At Rider, Burke holds the 
records for the 1-meter dive (6 dual), 
1-meter dive (6 champ), 3-meter dive 
(6 dual), 3-meter dive (6 champ) and 
3-meter dive (11 champ).

Burke currently trains in Virginia 
and works as a volunteer assistant 
diving coach at George Mason 
University, according to her Facebook 
page. Dennis Ceppa, also an assistant 
diving coach at George Mason, and a 
former Rider diving coach, is Burke’s 
personal coach.

“It was always a pleasure coach-
ing Amanda,” Ceppa said in a 2011 
article in The Rider News. “She was 
an extremely dedicated athlete and 
a very hard worker. She is as driven 
to reach her goals as any elite-level 
athlete I’ve known.”

Burke finished first at the AT&T 
National Diving Championships in 
2011 in the 1-meter dive. The follow-
ing year, she finished second in the 
same dive. Burke also finished third 
at the USA Diving Winter National 
Championships and the U.S. Olympic 
Team Trials in 2012.

Contact this writer at 
pavlakd@theridernews.com

StarRez digitizes housing selection
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Friday, Feb. 15

MLK Day of Service
Volunteers will be mobilized to three different Boys 
and Girls Club after-school programs.
Bus departs from the BLC at 3 p.m.

Saturday, Feb. 16

Great Blacks in Wax Museum trip  
A trip to the National Great Blacks in Wax Museum, 
located in Baltimore. The event is part of  Black 
History Month.
Bus departs from the BLC at 8 a.m.

Westminster Jubilee Singers
Admission: adults $20, students/seniors $15  
Bristol Chapel, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 19

Elza film showing
A film presentation and discussion as a part of  Black 
History Month. 
Sweigart Auditorium, 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 20

NAACP round table 
Gather with members of  the NAACP of  New Jersey for 
a round-table discussion.
BLC room 257, 6 p.m.

On Fire!! Poetry Slam
BLC Theater, 7 p.m.

Health and Wellness Awareness Day
Thayer Lounge, 1 p.m.

Friday, Feb. 22

Art Song Festival
Bristol Chapel, 8 p.m.

C O M I N G  U P. . .S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S 
Dazed and confused

On Feb. 8, a call was placed 
to Public Safety stating that a 
female resident student was 
unconscious in Hill Hall. 

Public Safety officers arrived at 
Hill at about 8:30 p.m. and found 
the female student conscious and 
coherent. 

The student was being sup-
ported by two other females, 
but she was able to indicate that 
she understood what the officers 
were saying. 

Public Safety then notified an 
ambulance, and the student was 
transported to a nearby hospital 
for further evaluation and medi-
cal attention.

Pinky problem
A friendly game of basketball 

turned into a call to Public Safety 
on Feb. 10. 

At 7:38 p.m., a female student 
reported to Public Safety that a 
student had been injured while 
playing basketball in the Student 
Recreation Center. 

Officers met with the hurt 
student, who said he collided 
with another student while play-
ing in the gym and he dislocated 
his pinky finger. Public Safety 
recommended that the student 
go to the hospital. The student 
agreed, and an ambulance was 
contacted. The student was trans-
ported to the hospital for further 
evaluation.

       

Drug bust
A total of six students were 

arrested by the Lawrence 
Township Police Department 
(LTPD) after suspected marijuana 
was found in a room in Ziegler 
Hall. 

On Feb. 8 at about midnight, 
Public Safety reported to Ziegler 
after receiving a call about a 
suspicious smell. The officers met 
with a male staff member, who 
said that there was a strong scent 
of the illegal substance in the 
building. 

Public Safety was able to nar-
row down the smell to one room. 
The officers knocked on the door 
and were greeted by six resident 
students, all of whom denied 
smoking marijuana. Based on 
the strong smell, Public Safety 
received authorization to search 
the room.

 Following a search of the 
room, officers located plastic 
baggies with remains of sus-
pected marijuana, three bongs, 
a pipe and rolling paper. Public 
Safety then notified the LTPD 
and all the students were placed 
under arrest. 

Page 2

J O I N  T H E  R I D E R  N E W S
The Rider News will now hold its 

weekly meetings at 9 p.m. on Sundays 
in Ridge House basement. Any stu-
dent interested in writing or taking 
pictures for the newspaper is encour-
aged to attend. 

T H E R I D E R N E W S . C O M
Be sure to check out theridernews.

com for photo galleries, videos and 
blogs about study abroad, music and 
freshman experiences. Also “like” us 
on Facebook and follow us on Twitter 
for campus updates.

Information provided by 
Public Safety Director Vickie Weaver.
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News

Beloved assistant Wilda 
leaves Dean of Students  
By Christina LoBrutto

AFTER 11 years of  working in the Dean of  Stu-
dents office, Wilda Bleakley has taken on a new 
position in the College of  Business Administra-
tion (CBA). 

Bleakley will now serve as the executive secretary 
in the CBA Dean’s office. Her co-workers in Student 
Affairs are sad to see her go.

“Wilda’s been part of  our Dean of  Students staff  
for 11 years and has always been there to serve the 
students and to serve the division with a wonderful 
personality, a wonderful temperament and always 
a can-do attitude,” Dean of  Students Anthony 
Campbell said. “I’m going to miss her.” 

The Administrative Specialist for Students Affairs 
Maureen Kyle, who is set to take Bleakley’s place as 
executive assistant for Student Affairs, also said she 
will miss her mentor.  

“Wilda trained me on two jobs in the Student 
Affairs division,” she said. “I asked her all kinds of  
questions and sometimes I’d feel stupid. She’d say, 
‘There are no stupid questions.’ But she was always 
just patient, kind and showed respect for me, for 
everybody.”

Kyle admires Bleakley’s dedication to Rider 
students.

“There are so many satisfied students, parents and 
faculty members because of  Wilda,” she explained.

“She won the Frank N. Elliott Award a few years 
back and I was one of  the people that wrote a 

recommendation for her and I ended it with say-
ing, ‘Wilda makes students feel glad that they came 
Rider.’ That’s what we’re here for — to make them 
happy they came and try to help them with their 
journey through school.”

Bleakley was awarded the Frank N. Elliott Award 
for Distinguished Service in 2007. The award is 
presented to individuals who have demonstrated 
extraordinary service to Rider. 

“Everybody works hard, but she drops everything 
for a student that comes in to the office,” Kyle said. 
“She’s just a wonderful person and she will do similar 
things in CBA. We’re very happy for her, but we’re 
very sad to see her go.” 

Bleakley will miss her old job, but she is looking 
forward to a change of  scenery.

“I was hired in Student Affairs in August 1999,” 
she said. “I was comfortable in my position and loved 
my job and the people I worked with so it was a dif-
ficult decision to apply for the position in CBA. The 
opportunity to grow and learn about the academic 
side of  Rider, however, I felt was worth taking the 
risk of  moving ‘my home’ from Student Affairs to 
CBA.”

Although she is still transitioning into her new 
position, Bleakley’s commitment to helping students 
will remain with her in CBA. 

“The people in CBA have been very welcoming 
and patient with me as I learn the ropes,” she said.

 
Contact this writer at lobruttoc@theridernews.com

By Lauren Santye

AS millions of  Americans tuned in to watch 
President Barack Obama be sworn into office 
for his second term, three members of  the Rider 
community witnessed the historical moment 

firsthand.  
Rosemary Genao, a graduate resident director for 

Seabrook Hall on the Westminster Campus, served as 
a volunteer for the Swearing-in Ceremony as a “Jump 
Team member.”

Her role in being a part of  the Jump Team was to 
provide support wherever it was needed. This included 
crowd control, greeting attendees, re-energizing and 
motivating the crowd and passing out American flags. 

“In the words of  Michelle Obama, I felt hon-
ored and blessed to be joining so many of  my fellow 
Americans gathered to watch the Inauguration,” 
Genao said.

She was already planning on attending the 
Inauguration when she decided to volunteer for the 
Presidential Inaugural Committee after a friend’s 
suggestion. 

She was excited to volunteer because she would be 
able to show her support of  the re-elected president 
through service. 

Following the Inauguration, Genao hopes that 
others become more politically and globally aware of  
the events that affect Americans and do not take their 
freedoms for granted.

Rider alumnus Greg Lorjuste, ’04, who was a 
double major in elementary education and American 
studies, saw the Inauguration from a different position.

Lorjuste has worked at the White House since Jan. 
26, 2009 as one of  three people who organize and 
prioritize the Obamas’ day-to-day schedule. 

“This includes coordination between the executive 
office, advance teams, communications, press, policy, 
and the White House military office to finalize details 
for all of  the president’s domestic and international 
events,” said Lorjuste.

Lorjuste has been a planner for both of  Obama’s 
terms; however, his experience with Obama’s first 
inauguration was significantly different from this time. 

In 2009, he worked as a scheduler who determined 
the logistics for the president’s day. Unfortunately, he 
spent the day in the office, so he was unable to attend 

the events. 
“I remember walking to work that day and see-

ing all the thousands of  people making their way to 
the Capitol building and thinking to myself, ‘I played 
a small part in what’s about to happen today,’” said 
Lorjuste.

For the 2013 Inauguration he was still the lead 
scheduler, but he made sure to attend the events this 
time around. 

“I took my dad to the Swearing-in Ceremony at the 
Capitol and attended the Inaugural Ball with my wife, 
close family and friends,” he said.

“Inauguration Day is special because from the 
minute the president and first lady walk out the door 
they are on camera and every minute is scheduled 
with different events throughout the day,” he said. “It’s 
a joy to just watch because you get to see all the work 
you have put in happen in real time right in front of  
your eyes.”

Eugene Marsh, who is finishing his degree in liberal 
studies, had a  prime view at the Inauguration because 
of  his many contributions to the African-American 
community. He is not only the construction manager 
for the Statue of  Liberty renovation, but is the vice 
president of  100 Black Men of  America Inc., of  New 
York City which works to improve the quality of  life 
and enhance educational and economical opportuni-
ties for African-Americans. He is also a Vietnam War 
veteran.

Marsh received free tickets to stand in front of  
the Capitol on the Gold Gate Section, observing the 
Inauguration on large television screens.

“The feeling as an African-American standing in 
front of  the Capitol watching history gave me the 
assurance of  the many possibilities of  what I could 
become in life,” Marsh said. “I never dreamed in my 
lifetime that an African-American could or would be 
elected as president of  the United States.”

In addition, he was invited to attend the 100 Black 
Men of  America Inc. reception that was held for 
Obama at The City Club of  Washington.

 

Three get an inside view at Inauguration

Westminster Choir College graduate student Rosemary Genao 
volunteered at the Swearing-in Ceremony in Washington, D.C.
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News

Freshman Christina Thompson, an elementary 
education and American studies major, agreed with 
Yates.

“StarRez made the housing process convenient,” 
she said.“Since I could see the rooms [on screen] I 
knew where the rooms were that my friends were in so 
I could pick accordingly.”

Butler said that the online process for returning 
students consists of  three phases. The first phase is 
the application process in which students confirm that 
the information the system has about them is correct 
and fill out a questionnaire about themselves. The 
second phase is for premium-housing group forma-
tion or roommate-matching for standard housing. In 
the group formation phase, a student creates a group 
which lists whom they want to live with and are noti-
fied instantly if  anyone in the group has a financial 
or judiciary hold that would disqualify them from 

premium housing.
For those who already know who they want to live 

with, only the roommate with the highest lottery num-
ber will have to go on and actually select the desired 
room. Every student does have to go on the site and 
fill out their profile, select a meal plan and agree to 
the housing agreement though. Students who know 
who they want to live with, whether for premium or 
standard housing, will have to create a group with all 
of  the students they are interested in living with. The 
final phase is the actual selecting of  the rooms. 

“StarRez gives students the freedom to choose their 
roommate and where they want to live in a manner 
they’re used to,” said Dean of  Students Anthony 
Campbell. “It’s nicer and more convenient.”

Traditionally, housing selection was done in person. 
Depending on a student’s lottery number, they would 
head over the Student Recreation Center during 
a weeknight beginning at 10 p.m., since the selec-
tion process had to be done after night classes let out. 
Students would wait for their number to be called and 
then would pick a room to live in for the upcoming 

year from the available rooms that were still open.
“It was time-consuming before. In 2010, the univer-

sity began moving into Banner so we capitalized on 
that,” Butler said. “We felt it was time to make the big 
transition [to a manner] that makes everyone’s lives so 
much simpler.”  

There is a new cancellation policy for those who 
back out of  on campus housing. If  students cancel 
before June 1, they will lose the $200 deposit. If  they 
cancel between June 1 and July 30, students will lose 
the $200 and pay an additional $500. If  they cancel 
anytime after July, they will lose the $200 and have to 
pay a $750 fee. 

“We hope that since this price tag is so high, stu-
dents will actually take this seriously,” Butler said. 

“Now, the students who really want and need housing 
are the students who will get it.”

Contact this writer at maldonadoje@theridernews.com.

however, 
hiding 
out is the 
next best 

option. Weaver suggests hiding behind or underneath 
something for protection, such as a bed or a desk, and 
keeping silent.

Taking out the potential shooter is the best option, 
if  there is imminent danger. Yelling, throwing things 
or ambushing the gunman are tactics that can be used 
in this event, but Weaver stresses that they should be 
used only in extreme cases. You must act with com-
plete resolve and commitment.

“This should be your last resort, when the other 
options are not available to you,” she said.

The other step, calling out to Public Safety or local 
police, should be done as soon as it is safe to do so. 
Lt. Charles Edgar of  the Lawrence Township Police 
Department (LTPD) said the first step is to call 9-1-1.

“In a panic situation, you have to call the police 
department right away,” he said. “You can’t delay and 
call security because it’s going to further delay the 
police response to the area.”

However, Weaver added that calling Public Safety 
is an important step to keeping the campus safe and 
she recommends calling x7777 as well.

Rider’s Public Safety is not the first organization 
to endorse the five-outs program. Universities such 
as The University of  Texas at Austin and Penn State 
have implemented their own variations of  the plan, 
according to their campus newspaper websites, and 
the idea has been circulating around various compa-
nies in New Jersey.

Michael Silverman, a junior psychology major, 
worked in a movie theater in a suburban part of  
northern New Jersey last summer. The staff  was 
briefed on how to act in an active shooter situation, 
and a main focus of  their talk was the “take out” step.

“The main thing is to protect the people in the 
theater,” he said. “They said to distract the shooter to 
take him down, and I agree. If  I could risk my life to 
save a bunch of  people, I would do it.”

Rider has taken other measures to keep the campus 
safe as well. RiderAlerts, the mass-notification system 
on campus, is used to spread the word about security 
warnings, storm announcements and other emergency 
situations. Students can sign up for texts and phone 

calls on the MyRider 
portal. 

In addition, there 
are building marshals in 
each building on campus, 
including residence halls, 
which have radios that are 
connected to Public Safety. 
This system has been in 
place for several years.

“Building marshals 
have created checklists 
specific to their build-
ing to remind them of  
what needs to be done in 
specific emergencies,” said 
Debbie Stasolla, associate 
vice president for planning. 

Rider also has outdoor 
blue-light phones scat-
tered throughout both 
campuses that are directly 
connected to Public Safety. 
There are 49 on the 
Lawrenceville campus 
and six at Westminster 
Choir College. Indoors, 
there are PA phones in 
every classroom on both 
campuses that can receive 
information from Public 
Safety or the president’s 
office.

Edgar commended 
Rider on its plan, calling 
it “a very extensive con-
tingency plan for major 
incidents.” The university has worked with the LTPD 
on a number of  different planning and training ses-
sions in order to keep the campus safe. 

Even with all the safety precautions, however, 
Weaver insisted there are still ways students can help. 
Students should have Public Safety’s phone numbers 
programmed into their phones. Organizations can 
contact Public Safety if  their members are interested 
in receiving safety training. Also, she warned that 
everyone needs to be aware of  his or her surroundings 

and let Public Safety know if  something seems unsual.
Edgar agreed that safety is everyone’s responsibility.
“If  the students see something suspicious, they 

should call,” he said. “It’s their campus. The safety of  
everybody is everybody’s responsibility, not just secu-
rity. Students and staff  need to be vigilant.”

Contact this writer at eiermanne@theridernews.com

• Close and lock/barricade door
• Turn off lights
• Keep quiet and out of sight
• Silence cell phones and other devices
• Take cover and spread out in room
• Follow instructions, if given, via 

RiderAlert or phone/PA system
• Quietly figure out what to do should the 

shooter appear in your room

Trust your instinct. If it 
sounds like a gunshot, 
assume it is until proven 
otherwise. How are you 
going to survive? Is there 
a path of escape?

Figure out

Get out
Hide out

Call out
when it’s safe to do so

Take out
• Evacuate to a nearby  

building and remain there  
until police arrive

• Leave belongings behind 
• Warn others not to enter 

area

• As a last resort and 
when your life is in 
imminent danger, 
incapacitate the shooter

• Throw things, yell at 
and/or ambush the 
shooter as a group

• Act with total resolve

The Five Outs:What to do in the event 
of an active shooter

What to Report
• Location and  

number of shooters
• Physical description  

(or identity) of shooter
• Number and type of weapons
• Number of injuries or victims

When Police Arrive
• Remain calm and quiet
• Put down any items in your hands
• Raise hands and spread fingers
• Keep hands visible at all times
• Avoid quick movements or pointing

911  or 

x7777 

(609) 896-7777)

Housing
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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VALENTINE’S Day was a little 
sweeter at Cranberry’s this year. 
Carrie Nicoson, a dining room 
attendant, celebrated her 32nd 

birthday with a few of  her co-workers. 
Some Rider students got together to 
bring her a decadent cake and Doris 
Hartpence, Cranberry’s supervisor, 
made cupcakes for the occasion.

Nicoson has been working at 
Cranberry’s for about seven years. 
Supervisor Deirdre Papola says she 
was hired at an Aramark job fair and 
receives coaching twice a month.

“I talk with the coaches and work 
with her mom to keep her on the same 
level as everyone else,” Papola said. “I 
think it’s really good for her.”

Nicoson enjoyed the attention, but 
also said she couldn’t wait to go home 
and celebrate her birthday with her 
family.

“We’re going to have a birthday 
dinner and dessert — brownies and ice 
cream,” Nicoson said.

She also said she loves working 
at Cranberry’s and is very proud of  
herself  for what she does. She has been 
following the advice of  her co-worker, 
Paulette White, who tells her to make 
work a fun experience.

“I have been working to have fun 
and stay happy,” Nicoson said.

When she’s not working, Nicoson 
participates in a local bowling league 
assembled by Special Olympics Unified 
Sports. Her team, Lawrence Lightning, 

is coached by Dr. Hope Corman, 
professor of  economics and director of  
the health administration program at 
Rider. Nicoson enjoys bowling and has 
won a gold medal in the sport during 
the Special Olympics.

Regardless of  where she goes, 
Nicoson seems to leave a good 

impression. White had nothing but 
nice things to say about Nicoson and 
encouraged others to make an effort to 
interact with her.

“Everybody loves Carrie so much,” 
White said. “She brings joy in the 
morning. People need to get to know 
who she is. We all know of  her, but no 

one really knows who she is. We all 
make her very, very happy.”

Additional reporting by Megan Pendagast

Contact these writers at sarlom@
theridernews.com and pendagastm@
theridernews.com

Celebration includes cake and co-workers
Arts&Entertainment

By Maggie Sarlo
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Gloria Sample, Carrie Nicoson and Paulette White celebrate Nicoson’s birthday on Valentine’s Day. Nicoson is a dining room attendant in Cranberry’s.
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Arts&Entertainment

Exhibition opens 
the Eye & Mind

THE first gallery exhibit of  the spring 
semester addresses and examines 
the relationship between the physi-
cal act of  seeing and the subjective 

process of  interpreting art with Geoffrey 
Dorfman’s “Eye & Mind.”

This exhibit of  abstract paintings 
has been on display in the Art Gallery 
in the Bart Luedeke Center since Feb. 7 
and will continue to be showcased until 
March 3. Dorfman has been painting 
for 45 years but has also made his mark 
in other fields.

Throughout the course of  his career, 
Dorfman has had the opportunity to 
teach painting, drawing and modern 
culture at The College of  Staten Island 
(CUNY) since 1978. He has also taught 
at New York’s prestigious Parsons 
School of  Design graduate program 
and was invited as a professor of  art at 
Dartmouth College in 2000 and 2001. 

Dorfman is also an accomplished 
pianist, having played at venues includ-
ing Weill Hall in New York and per-
forming as the opening act at a classical 
music festival in Great Britain. He also 
performed two concerts at Westminster 
Choir College and released a three CD 
album on 19th century masters.

According to Dorfman, the title of  
the exhibit is very important to take 
into consideration as a viewer. He 
asserts that while everyone sees the 
same thing, the distinction lies in the 
method of  interpretation.

 “I’m not an avant-garde painter,” 
he said. “It’s not what you do to a pic-
ture, it’s what the picture does to you. 
When you get to the point where the 
painting is telling you what to do, you 
feel like an artist.”

Director of  the Art Gallery and 
Professor of  Fine Arts Dr. Harry Naar 
introduced and interviewed Dorfman 
during the artist’s talk on Feb. 14 at 7 
p.m.

“It is a spectacular exhibition,” Naar 
said. 

Color was an element that Naar and 
Dorfman discussed at length.

“The color is very explosive and 
dynamic,” Naar said.

Despite the importance of  this, 
Dorfman admits that the concept of  
structure in regards to color is some-
what baffling to him.

“When I was a student back when 
the dinosaurs were around, people 
always talked about structure in regards 
to color, which was confusing to hear 
the word ‘color’ applied to structure,” 
Dorfman said. “Color is no longer 
restricted and you can both expand 
and organize at the same time. As 
it expands it becomes sentient and 
conscious.”

When asked where his ideas for 
color come from, Dorfman acknowl-
edged that it was more unplanned than 
purposeful.

“There is no idea; whatever happens 
to be around it is what I start with,” he 
said. “The whole point when you start 
a picture is to start with a beautiful, 
clean white canvas and you’ve got to 
dirty it up.”

He said that art brings people closer 
to each other in a wordless, yet mag-
netic way. He hopes that his artwork 
has the power to let his viewers take a 
journey through his mind.

“My paintings don’t go anywhere or 
do anything,” Dorfman said. “They say, 
‘Wait a minute. Take a load off; stay a 
while. See what I see.’”

Dorfman offered words of  advice to 
other artists based off  of  his extensive 
experience.

“Don’t try to perfect any part of  
your picture before you move on,” he 
said. Dorfman advocates for viewing 
the painting as a whole, proceeding 
accordingly and not getting hung up on 
details.

He also suggests working without 
having any absolutes in mind and 
asserts that there is little point in exe-
cuting a work of  art when one knows 
exactly how it should turn out.

“You could just hire someone to do 
it for you,” Dorfman said. “I wouldn’t 
want someone to make my art anymore 
than I’d want someone to make love in 
my place.”

The gallery’s hours are Tuesday to 
Thursday from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. and 
Sunday from 12 p.m. to 4 p.m.. Get 
more information at www.rider.edu/
artgallery or call (609) 896-5158.

Contact this writer at pendagastm@
theridernews.com

Additional reporting by J’na Jefferson.
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By Megan Pendagast

Geoffrey Dorfman fields questions from fellow art aficionados during his artist talk on Feb. 14.
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Dorfman’s painting Nectar was completed in 2012 and crafted with oil paint on a canvas.
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2012’s Laboratory is an oil painting which implements a variety of colors while focusing on red. 2009’s Distant Mirror is an abstract oil piece that illustrates Dorfman’s use of color.
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ON Feb. 12 and 13, the Green Film 
Series presented The Cove. This 
2009 Oscar-winning film for Best 
Documentary shows raw foot-

age of  the horrific capturing and mass 
slaughtering of  both dolphins and por-
poises in Japanese fishing communities.  

For years, dedicated activists have 
been fighting tirelessly against the 
exploitation of  the marine mammals 
featured in this film. They argue that 
these majestic creatures have superior 

intelligence and therefore do not 
belong in captivity. Professional surfers, 
along with celebrities such as Hayden 
Panettiere, have joined in the fight 
against dolphin hunting and some were 
even shown swimming out into a fish-
ing zone in order to protest. They were 
harassed by the Japanese fishermen and 
arrested after refusing to leave, which is 
just one example of  the extreme efforts 
being made by passionate activists fea-
tured in the documentary.

Representatives from the largest 

dolphin-hunting organization in Japan, 
located in Taiji, argue that dolphin 
hunting is part of  Japanese culture 
and should not be regarded negatively 
by Western society. Despite this, Taiji 
goes to great measures to protect its 
public image by not allowing people to 
take footage of  the massacres hunt-
ers commit in the lagoons of  Japan, 
and for good reason. One of  the most 
devastating scenes in the film was one 
of  hundreds of  dolphins struggling to 
escape from Japanese fishermen while 
the water became a deeper and deeper 
shade of  red.

Unfortunately, dolphin hunting is 
an extremely profitable industry. Each 
year, an estimated 23,000 dolphins are 
captured and killed worldwide. Some 
dolphins are sold to various attractions 
across the globe — including SeaWorld 
— for approximately $150,000. 
Dolphins that are not sold immediately 
are slaughtered for their meat, which is 
worth about $600 per dolphin.

One may wonder what this lucra-
tive Japanese market has to do with the 
rest of  the world, but the issue is closer 
to home than it seems. Have you ever 
been to a dolphin show at an aquarium 
and seen these lively animals perform-
ing tricks? A common misconception is 
that the dolphins are jumping around 
happily. However, the film stated that 

dolphins often become depressed and 
die within the first few months of  being 
sold. In order to prevent loss of  their 
hefty investments, many dolphin train-
ers are instructed to feed them antide-
pressants so they seem more energetic 
during shows. 

As awareness increases, so do 
questions about what is being done 
to end the injustice. At the time of  
the film’s release, the International 
Whaling Commission (IWC) was the 
only organization supported by the 
United Nations that has the resources 
to protect dolphins. Nonetheless, the 
IWC, whose chair at the time happened 
to be an investor in Taiji, chose not to 
allocate funds for saving the dolphins as 
he had a vested interest in the multi-
million dollar industry.

Since its release in 2009, The Cove 
has done a lot to increase awareness of  
the problem at hand. The number of  
dolphins killed by Taiji fishermen has 
gone from about 2,000 per year down 
to 800. Although the battle to save the 
dolphins is nowhere near its end, The 
Cove is inspiring people to consider the 
impact of  dolphin hunting.

For more information about the fight 
against dolphin hunting and to sign a 
petition, visit takepart.com.

The Cove advocates protesting with a ‘porpoise’
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Arts&Entertainment

By Melanie Hunter

The mistreatment of dolphins is exposed in The Cove. It won an Oscar in 2009 for Best Documentary.
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IN an age when the average length of  
a movie seems to continually increase, 
Elza is an 82-minute-long breath of  
fresh air.
Written and directed by Mariette 

Monpierre, the award-winning French 
film is the deeply emotional and per-
sonal story of  Monpierre’s cross-conti-
nental trek to connect with the father 
she never knew. In celebration of  Black 
History Month, Rider is screening the 
moving film in Sweigart Auditorium on 
Feb. 19 at 7 p.m.

The story starts out in an apart-
ment in Paris owned by Elza (Stana 
Roumillac). Elza is a strong and inde-
pendent young woman with dreams of  
meeting her father that she’s deter-
mined to fulfill.

After receiving a monetary gradua-
tion gift from her mother, portrayed by 
Monpierre, Elza says “au revoir” to her 
comfortable life in Paris and travels to 
the Caribbean island of  Guadeloupe 
in order to find her father. The land is 
unfamiliar, but small in size, helping 
Elza to locate him quickly. Over the 
next few days, she relentlessly gathers 
information about his life, eventu-
ally ending up at his front gate. Fate 
intervenes when his wife mistakes Elza 
for her granddaughter’s babysitter and 
from then on, nothing in her life is the 
same.

While some elements of  the storyline 
are fabricated to add to the suspense of  
the movie, other scenes seem to allude 
to how Monpierre wishes her own trip 
as a young woman played out.

Although Elza is Monpierre’s debut 
feature-length film — and the first 
narrative film by a female director from 
Guadeloupe — nothing seems forced. 

Small talk is essentially nonexistent, 
allowing the country’s rich culture 
and striking scenery to shine through. 
Monpierre credits her ease behind the 
camera to her background in commer-
cial production.

“I feel I have an advantage, coming 
from the world of  commercials because 
I am able to tell a story in 30 seconds,” 
Monpierre said. “Elza is very visual and 
has a rhythm to it. There is no unnec-
essary action or dialogue. Everything 
moves the story along. I get to the point 
while keeping the viewers’ attention.”

The initial idea for the film came 
after Monpierre realized how many 
people were dealing with similar fam-
ily situations. Ignoring the less-than-
perfect ending of  her own story — after 
growing up in a society plagued by 
internalized racism, her father denied 
her because he refused to believe some-
one with such “kinky hair” could be 
his offspring — Monpierre recognized 
the opportunity to inspire those who 
are nervous about contacting unknown 
family members.

“I hope this movie is going to touch 
the lives of  some people,” Monpierre 
said. “I want to encourage those in the 
same situation to reach out because 
beautiful things could happen.”

Monpierre used adjectives such as 
uplifting, beautiful and sexy to describe 
her film. Rather than flaunt its success, 
however, she is quite critical of  the final 
outcome and promises the best is yet 
to come. But with such a strong debut, 
— Elza has won more than 10 awards 
at film festivals — it’s hard not to have 
high expectations.

Contact this writer at veenstran@
theridernews.com

Elza chronicles the chase of childhood dream
By Nicole Veenstra

Mariette Monpierre directs a scene while shooting footage for her debut feature-length film, Elza.
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Elza, played by Stana Roumillac, releases her frustration through screaming from a clifftop.
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Editorial

Shootings spark 
new safety tactics
WE’VE read about it. We’ve 

seen it on the news. We 
may know people who live 
in those areas of  the coun-

try. We may live near them ourselves. 
Yet unfortunately, it isn’t as rare of  an 
occurrence as we wish it was. 

As a society, we aren’t strangers 
to gun violence and school shoot-
ings that occur throughout the U.S. 
With the recent December trag-
edy at Sandy Hook Elementary in 
Newtown, Conn., schools and insti-
tutions nationwide are improving 
their security in an effort to increase 
safety for everyone. Incidents such 
as this come without warning, but 
there are always things you can do 
to ensure you are in the safest posi-
tion possible. Rider is no exception 
to that and is revamping its safety 
training for the benefit of  students, 
faculty and staff. 

Though Rider is an open and 
welcoming campus, safety require-
ments existed prior to the change 
in regimen. When students come 
to Rider as freshmen, they are told 
how to sign up for RiderAlert, which 
sends phone calls, voice messages 
and text messages to students when 
there is an emergency or school 
closing. Throughout both campuses 
are blue-light phones outside most 
buildings and parking lots at which 
you can call Public Safety in case of  
an emergency. Resident advisors and 
directors all serve as protectors in 
each residence hall, equipped with 
walkie-talkies while on duty. These 
are helpful and important resources 
to have on a college campus, but it 
isn’t enough in these trying times.

While Rider has previously had 
most of  its security bases covered, 
there is always more it can do when 
it comes to prevention. Recently, a 
new training method called the “five 
outs” was created and implemented 

by Lawrence Township Police 
Department (LTPD) along with 
Public Safety, to prepare students 
and faculty with a better plan in case 
of  an emergency. 

According to the safety-training 
document that will be in every class-
room, the “five outs” are: figure out, 
get out, hide out, take out and call 
out. This strategic plan offers dif-
ferent “out” options for any specific 
situation. 

In high school and grade school, 
lockdown drills are the norm and 
run with the frequency of  fire drills. 
Students are told to hide under their 
desks or in a specific corner of  the 
room and stay quiet, while teachers 
scurry to turn off  the lights and lock 
the door. While it’s very common to 
hear the blare of  an alarm and to 
be forced outside in the cold for a 
fire drill, lockdown drills don’t hap-
pen.  

Rider’s adoption of  the “five 
outs” plan is a step in the right direc-
tion. Students should feel safe on 
campus and feel that the university 
holds their safety to the utmost 
importance and with this plan of  
action, the administration will allow 
students to feel that way. Rider has 
measures in place for other safety 
hazards; with schools shootings 
making headlines more frequently, 
the “five outs” program is crucial 
knowledge for students. 

Public Safety is planning on 
having a training video on the “five 
outs.” The video should be available 
to students soon by email and be 
viewable permanently on the web-
site. The quicker the information is 
seen by students, the more prepared 
they will be. It is up to students at 
that point whether or not to delete 
the email blindly or to watch it, but 
information that could assist student 
safety should be available quickly 
and be easily accessible. 

  
The weekly editorial expresses the 

majority opinion of The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by 

Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere and 
Managing Editor Rachel Stengel.

Opinion

BETWEEN being busy with school-
work, jobs and other activities 
around campus, sometimes we 
neglect the basics that were always 

present in our day-to-day lives. That’s 
when those three words that no student 
ever wants to acknowledge come into 
play: the freshman 15.

Upon arriving at college and waking 
up to reality, many students realize that 
the things that once mattered are really 
small in retrospect and don’t weigh that 
heavily on your success. Having new 

freedoms and responsibilities within 
this new world sometimes comes with 
a price, often shown in an excess of  
pounds.

Being wrapped up in a million other 
things can leave you with less time to 
think about eating the right foods or 
hitting the gym. Although we once had 
time for these common activities, with 
the lifestyle changes college brings, the 
small things are seen as less important, 
and we lose sight of  what’s right for our 
bodies. 

Editor’s Corner

Fearing and fighting 
the freshman 15

➠
SEE FRESHMAN 15
PAGE 9
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Opinion

Freshman Findings

New facility facinates
communication student

Green Corner

Reduce your use 
throughout Recyclemania 

Now, I’m not saying that it happens 
to everyone — there are exceptions to 
everything, but the majority of  college 
students begin to face both mental and 
physical changes, such as anxiety and 
weight gain. For some, their habits can 
take a turn for the better, but for others, 
it can turn into a slippery slope. 

With the combination of  stress and 
the lack of  time, discipline and desire, 
it’s much easier to pick up French fries 
or a slice of  pizza at Daly’s, but it takes 
slightly more effort to make a salad or 
some grilled vegetables. According to 
an article by Debby Mane of  livestrong.
com, college students are pushed over 
the edge when given freedoms in eating 
whatever they want, including fast food 
and drinking too often. Whether it’s 
the rush for time or laziness, these little 
pieces come together to create a big 
picture, and ultimately, a different you. 

In high school, it may have been 
easier to work out recreationally or go 
on a run with a friend, whereas in col-
lege, there is only a certain time frame 
you have to get things done. Of  course, 
regardless of  what level of  schooling 
you are in, spare time is rare, but col-
lege really challenges your limits and 
management skills. There are only a 
certain amount of  hours in a day and 

working out may be at the very bottom 
of  your to-do list. Seeing slight changes 
in your appearance can also create a 
negative attitude in your mind that 
can be hard to break. The feeling of  
self-doubt or even pity can lower your 
motivation and perseverance. 

It seems ironic that college is one 
of  the most judgment-free zones of  
your teen and young-adult years. We’ve 
all heard, “Wow, she’s put on a few 
pounds,” or “The college drinking has 
really gotten to him.” In a world with 
such criticism, it’s scary to think that 
these are some of  the years that define 
us. Sources such as health.com have 
proven that with simple ideas such as 
structuring eating habits, planning 
ahead and getting a gym membership, 
college students have had higher suc-
cess rates in getting or staying in shape.

Regardless of  what’s been going 
on in college, the good news is there is 
always time to shape up and get active. 
Starting with simple things, like eating 
better or even going on a walk a few 
times a week will not only make your 
appearance go back to where you want 
it, but it will raise your confidence and 
make you feel great all around. Don’t 
let the freshman 15 hold you down.  

-Cristiana Votta
Sports Editor

 

Freshman 15
CONT’D FROM P. 8

YOU’VE just finished drinking a 
bottle of  water on your way to 
class, leaving you with an empty 
plastic bottle that you need to get 

rid of. You look around to see if  there 
are any recycling receptacles for you 
to put it in, but there are none in sight. 
So, instead of  doing the right thing and 
holding onto it just a little bit longer, you 
simply throw your plastic water bottle 
into the normal garbage can and go to 
class. Does this scenario seem familiar 
to you? 

As a student here at Rider, it most 
certainly should not. Inside every single 
building here at Rider there are plenty 
of  waste receptacles that are sepa-
rated into three parts: plastic and cans, 
paper and waste. These are helpful in 
more ways than one, especially during 
Recyclemania.

Recyclemania is an eight-week-
long nationwide competition in which 
Rider participates. The main goal of  
the competition is to increase recycling 
awareness across campus, increase 
the recycling rates and to change the 
idea of  recycling into something that 
you can easily fit in to your everyday 
routine. 

In an effort to help students 
understand the importance of  the 
Recyclemania competition and how to 
help Rider come out on the top of  the 
scoreboards, Rider’s Eco-Reps will hold 
weekly themed information sessions 
in Cranberry’s. Each week there will 
be new ideas and information about 
recycling; for example, this past week 
finished the theme on paper. 

It is sometimes hard to keep track of  
all of  the things that we use every day. 
That’s why it may be surprising to find 
that the average student goes through 
up to 320 lbs. of  paper per year, 

according to greenanswers.com. 
Fiveminutesforgoinggreen.com states 

that forests around the world are being 
torn down for the use of  paper at the 
rate of  100 acres per minute. With this 
in mind, it is alarming to think about 
the price that we are paying, consider-
ing all the things that trees do for us. 
If  you are breathing right now, you 
can thank a tree. Trees provide oxygen 
to the earth, as well as absorb carbon 
dioxide. Trees also serve as habitats and 
shade for wildlife and prevent erosion. 

With an unbelievable amount of  
trees being felled for our use every 
single day, it is imperative that we think 
twice about the things that we consume 
and how we use or dispose of  them 
when they’ve served their purpose. 
There are plenty of  ways that you can 
reduce the amount of  paper that you 
use — you just have to be aware of  
how much you are consuming in order 
to change your habits. 

With the amount of  technology 
that is buzzing around us, it should 
not be too hard to make the simplest 
of  changes. By taking notes on your 
computer instead of  a notebook, pay-
ing attention to packaging or buying 
online versions of  textbooks and print-
ing double sided — which all printing 
stations at Rider are set up to do — you 
can cut down the amount of  paper 
used each semester. 

Trees take years to grow, but only 
minutes to be cut down and taken 
away to produce paper. Be considerate 
not only to the environment, but also 
yourself, keeping in mind that trees 
produce something essential to life here 
on Earth. 

-Danielle Campanella
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

SOMEONE who has previously had a 
class in Journalism Lab II (J-lab II) 
in Fine Arts would hardly recog-
nize it. Rider has recently reno-

vated the room and it has gone from 
“drab” to “fab.” Its new look provides 
students and professors with more capa-
bilities they would not have had with the 
previous resources.

Some students, including myself, are 
lucky enough to have class in this beau-
tiful room this semester. Every student 
has his or her own personal Macintosh 
computer during class. The walls have 
been repainted, new desks have been 
installed and new comfortable chairs 
have been chosen. The classroom has a 
modern, gorgeous look.

Teachers now have the ability to 
project assignments from their com-
puter onto a large, flat screen television, 
as well as several others throughout the 
classroom. With this, each student has 
a clear view of  the material  profes-
sors present with each of  the TVs that 
outline the walls of  the room. Students 
no longer have to stretch out of  their 
seats, or move left to right to see what 
is projected. No matter where a student 
sits, the material can be easily seen.

The world of  social media is very 
fast-paced. Stories must be covered 

quickly, typed and sent out to the 
public. The new technological advance-
ments that have been added to the 
classroom will allow students to adjust 
to the fast-paced nature of  communica-
tion and the media. The new televisions 
and computers will allow students to 
process information quickly presented 
by their professors and complete hands-
on tasks as speedily and efficiently as 
possible.

The lab not only has technological 
improvements, but also gives students 
an increased ability for class discus-
sion. The circular design of  the J-lab 
II allows everyone’s face to be visible. 
No one is hidden behind anyone else. 
Everyone has an equal ability to voice 
his or her opinion and be heard in the 
classroom.

It would be beneficial to all profes-
sors, current and prospective students, 
and the aesthetic value of  Rider if  all 
J-Labs were redone like this. Every lab 
would look amazing and Rider students 
would benefit from the advantages of  
a remodeled classroom. If  you have 
not already, visit the lab and see how 
incredible it really is.

-Samantha Crawford
Freshman journalism major

Light weight/Fitness
Trainer Needed

Sat & Sun
8 a.m. - 10 a.m. every week

Light-weight training, core strength 
and general fitness coaching for a fit 

17-year-old high school student.
$35/day

609-937-5134
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Students and professors experience a better learning and teaching environment in renovated J-Lab II.
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Women’s Basketball

Rider preps for busy weekend

By Tom Albano 

APPROACHING the final weekend of  their winter 
season, the men’s and women’s track and field 
teams have prepared to compete in the MAAC 
championship today at the New Balance Armory 

in New York.
The Broncs have been focused on and preparing 

for this day for a while.
“It is the focal point of  our season and we set up 

our training and preparation to be our best at the 
MAAC meet,” Head Coach Bob Hamer said.

Junior Joe Carlin, a middle-distance runner, feels 
confident in both teams and how they can handle this 
weekend’s competition.

 “The guys’ side is ready to go for this week’s 
championship,” Carlin said. “I think it’s safe to say 
that every single guy in the locker room is pretty sick 
of  second place. The girls are easily having their best 
year and are ready to compete for a championship as 
well. It’s a pretty cool feeling, looking around the team 
meeting knowing every single one of  us is capable of  
being a champion tonight.”

The preparation for the MAAC championship 
comes off  a successful meet for the Broncs at the 
Rider-Lafayette meet on Feb. 8, where the Broncs 
broke records and had several IC4A/ECAC champi-
onship qualifiers. Record breakers include freshman 
Dashana Ransome, who set a Rider record of  5.67 
meters in the long jump; freshman Madeline Hummel, 
who finished the 800-meter run in a Rider record time 
of  2 minutes, 15.77 seconds and freshman Miranda 
Roberts, who tied the pole vault record, reaching a 
3.3-meter finish.

These performances weren’t the only ones to stick 

out. Senior David Hightower won the 60-meter hurdle 
and sophomore George Solujich won the shot put 
event.

“Ransome is having a really nice year, and she is 
getting better every meet,” Hamer said. “Solujich is 
having a great year in the shot put, where he has made 
tremendous improvement. We are looking for him to 
provide the spark for the throwers.”

So far, the Broncs have achieved success this season 
with great performances in several meets, but still have 
concerns about staying healthy. 

“Our biggest issues have been injuries and illness,” 
Hamer said. “If  we can get everyone to the start of  
their events healthy and ready to go, we will have a 
great meet.”

Freshman distance runner Tom McLaughlin knows 
that picking up points when they are available will be 
crucial.

“I know the distance team has been on getting 
healthy because we’re going to need to fight for 
some valuable points that can be won in our events,” 
McLaughlin said.

Now the Broncs are set and concentrating on 
today’s event. There is a huge focus on the need for 
a team effort and success in the events, as the team 
knows this will not be the easiest of  meets. 

“Both teams have a great shot at winning a MAAC 
title, but we know it’s going to take our best perfor-
mance of  the year,” McLaughlin said. 

Hightower feels that the team that never quits will 
be the ones walking away as the champions.

“I believe this championship meet is going to be a 
dogfight and whoever has more heart by the end will 
come out on top,” Hightower said. 

Sports

Track and Field 

Broncs dash toward MAAC finish line

By Steve Sica

THE women’s basketball team plays two games in a 
three-day span this weekend. The Broncs will be 
at Siena today before heading back home to face 
Loyola (MD) on Feb. 17. 

Head Coach Lynn Milligan has high hopes for 
the important weekend that the Broncs (11-12, 6-6 
MAAC) face.

“It is a big weekend against two very good teams,” 
Milligan said. “We will be ready to compete. We have 
been a solid road team this season so we need to con-
tinue that.”

 The players are also adjusting their game to 
handle both the Saints (5-7) and the Greyhounds (4-8). 

“This is our first time playing Siena so we need to 
focus on our scouts and be ready to play hard,” said 
graduate forward Carleigh Brown. “As for Loyola, we 
beat them in a close game at their place so both teams 
are going to be coming out hard. We just have to be 
more focused and more disciplined.” 

With less than a month to go in the regular season, 
there is plenty of  added intrigue to these games 
as teams vie for continuous positive results in the 
standings.

“Our team is ready to take on the end of  the sea-
son,” Brown said. “We are excited with the position 
we are in and are looking forward to a positive finish.” 

Rider trounces Siena and Loyola in the MAAC 
standings currently, but the Broncs don’t want to let 
any teams have the chance to catch up. They also look 

to gain more momentum heading into the season’s 
end. 

“We are always striving to get better every day, but 
we have put ourselves in a situation where every game 
counts in February and that is exciting,” Milligan 
said. “We want to be playing our best basketball this 
month. We need a little more to get there.” 

There are plenty of  players who have been upping 
their game for the Broncs during conference play, and 
Milligan has taken notice. 

“We have been a pretty balanced team so far in 
conference play,” Milligan said. “We have had differ-
ent players step up in different games. Junior forward 
Myneshia McKenzie has been a steady for us this 
month along with senior forward Caitlin Bopp and 
senior guard Sironda Chambers. You have to rely on 
your seniors to play well in February.” 

With that experience, the Broncs feel that they are 
ready to handle the extra pressure of  the last month 
of  the season and the upcoming MAAC tournament 
in March. 

“This is their time and they have a sense of  
urgency that is different than other players’,” Milligan 
said. “Bopp, Brown and Chambers will have to con-
tinue to play with that sense of  urgency throughout 
the rest of  the season.” 

Sophomore guard Emily Fazzini is shooting .300 from the field 
for the Broncs this season. The Broncs are 11-12 on the season.

Freshman La’tazah Coleman was a three-time MAAC Performer
of the Week prior to the start of the MAAC Championship. 

become better all-around 
players.

“We push each other to 
play harder, and we help each 
other keep composure against 
our opponents,” Derrick 
Stewart said.  “We feed off  of  
each other’s energy.”

Even this early into the 
season, the freshman’s attitude 
is positive, and the ambitions 
he has for himself  and the 
team are high. He said there is 
always room for improvement 
and he will do whatever it 
takes to help the team win.

“My personal goals would 
be to improve my defen-
sive game first and then my 

offensive game,” Derrick 
Stewart said. “My team goal 
would be to contribute as best 
I can so that we succeed and 
progress positively.”

As his teammate, Danny 
Stewart has already seen 
improvements in his younger 
brother’s game. He said that 
it’s a long season, and players 
have a lot to learn when they 

play basketball at the Division 
I level. The junior said he 
wants to be a mentor to his 
brother, just as former team-
mate Mike Ringgold, ’11, was 
to him. He offered the fresh-
man a piece of  advice to serve 
as the key to improvement and 
success as a Bronc.

“Be focused and be a 
sponge,” Danny Stewart said. 

“In order to get better, you 
have to listen.”
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By Steven Eggert 

AFTER the first day of  events in the MAAC 
Championship, both the men’s and women’s 
team are tied for second place behind Marist. 
The Broncs will look to capitalize on their 

opportunities during day two of  the final meet.
Since Stephen Fletcher became head coach of  the 

Rider swimming and diving team, they have won or 
finished runners-up in the MAAC championship. Last 
year, the men finished first while the women finished 
second.

“We are all excited and everyone has been training 
so hard throughout the season,” said senior swim-
mer Carly Misiewicz. “We’re expecting to see some 
outstanding results.”

There are 13 seniors on the team — eight on the 
men’s side and five for the women’s. They’ve all had a 
significant role in and out of  the water.

Senior freestyler Brian Molloy wants to end his 
prominent Rider career by celebrating a MAAC 
championship with the rest of  his teammates. 

“Finishing with a strong performance at MAACs 
would be the perfect way to end my swimming 
career,” Molloy said. “All the seniors are looking to 
end their careers on a strong performance and we 
have the mindset that we need to perform well in 
order to win.”

The women’s team has struggled a bit during the 
season, but there is a lot of  confidence among the 
swimmers.

“Our dual meet record doesn’t reflect the kind of  
team that we are,” Misiewicz said. “We have been 
working so hard and this really is our year.”

Along with upperclassmen getting recognition 
throughout the MAAC for the entire year, the younger 
swimmers are stepping up and helping the team.

“The men’s team has a lot more training under 
its belt, and the freshmen have really settled in and 

become some top per-
formers on the team,” 
Molloy said.

For men’s diving, 
freshman Wayco Bailey 
and junior Trevor Hiller 
have been two of  the con-
ference’s best all season 
long. Both have qualified 
for NCAA Zones and 
have been honored by the 
MAAC often.

“Hiller throws by 
far the hardest dives in 
the conference and he 
finishes everything better 
than anyone else,” diving 
coach Eric Blevins said. 
“That makes him the 
favorite. We’ve added to 
Wayco’s list of  dives and 
have been working on his 
entries. They have improved 
quite well, and it has shown in scores.”

Hiller was awarded MAAC Diver of  the Week five 
times this year, and he is confident that he can help 
the men repeat that success as conference champions.

“I’ve been working on cleaning up my dives the 
past couple weeks and really trying to perfect my 
entries,” Hiller said. “My mindset is that if  I dive like 
I have all year, I should take gold in both events and 
hopefully help Rider cinch victory.”

On the women’s side, freshmen Emma Billerbeck 
and Virginia Bresko have improved in their first year 
diving collegiately and have given the women’s team 
a shot to improve on last year’s runner-up finish when 
they compete this weekend.

“Both being freshmen, we have been working on 

their competition nerves quite a bit,” Blevins said. 
“Having the girls on the team has helped out our team 
majorly. Our women now have a really good chance 
of  winning the conference meet.”  

This will be the last time that the seniors can com-
pete with each other for a MAAC championship.  The 
motivation and desire to be on top of  the podium is 
immeasurable. 

“Everyone on this team has impacted my life in one 
way or another and I couldn’t have asked for a better 
collegiate experience,” Misiewicz said. “I really am 
going to miss them after this experience is over. That’s 
why I want to go out with a bang this year and take 
home the conference title.”
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Men’s Basketball

Broncs ready for final home game of the season  
By Steven Eggert  

AFTER defeating St. Peter’s on 
Feb. 14 by a score of  72-57, 
the Broncs look to continue 
their efforts in this weekend’s 

game against Marist (7-18).
Junior guard Anthony Myles 

finished with 17 points for the 
Broncs, followed by freshman 
guard Zedric Sadler who had a 
career high 16 points, knocking 
down four three-pointers.

Despite St. Peter’s position in 
the standings, the Peacocks are 
a top five defensive team in the 
MAAC.

While down 31-23 with 2:36 
left in the first half, a timeout was 
called by the Broncs. After the 
timeout, Rider went on an 8-0 
run to tie the game at 31. The 
momentum carried the Broncs to 
outscore the Peacocks 41-26 in the 
second half.

Turning the page, the Broncs 
will now look to rectify any mis-
takes committed in previous games 
as they prepare to take on Marist 
on Feb. 17.

Head Coach Kevin Baggett 
believed that settling for three-
pointers rather than pushing to 
the basket hurt the Broncs’ in the 
teams losses. 

“After I went back and looked 
at the tapes, I saw a lot of  plays 
where we could’ve scored from 
inside the paint,” Baggett said. “I 
prefer getting to the basket and 

trying to score more in the lane as 
opposed to relying on the three. 
It cost us the first half  of  the Iona 
game because we got down by 
seven at half.”

Baggett had a specific message 
in mind when preparing the team 
for this weekend’s game.   

“My message to this team is 
desperation,” Baggett said. “We 
have to be the team that has to 
play with a sense of  urgency, con-
trolling our own destiny. We’re two 
games from first and we’re two 
and a half  games from seventh, so 
every game now is important.”

Senior guard Jon Thompson 
and Myles have been the leading 
scorers for Rider. 

“We’re best when we play 
inside and out,” Myles said. “It’s 
important that we have a good 
balance of  scoring from our 
guards and our bigs, because our 
bigs can’t do it alone.”

Marist recently defeated two 
top MAAC teams: Iona(15-10) 
and Loyola (MD) (17-9). Marist 
is competing with St. Peter’s and 
Siena for the eighth and final seed 
in the MAAC Tournament.

The Red Foxes are led by 
junior center Adam Kemp, who 
is the reigning MAAC Player 
of  the Week after putting up 52 
points and 29 rebounds in the 
past two games. Sophomore guard 
Chavaughn Lewis leads Marist 
with 15.8 ppg and has scored 20 

or more points in five straight 
games. 

“They’re starting to find Kemp 
in the post and he’s starting to 
produce,” Baggett said. “Then the 
other kid, Lewis, is a sophomore 
and is really good as well. We’ve 
got to come ready to defend Kemp 
and Lewis, but they’ve got other 
guys that are good. I know they’ve 
struggled, but they’re dangerous.”

Marist is a similar team to St. 
Peter’s. Both teams spread the 
perimeter with guards but are 
capable of  frustrating a team 
inside the paint both offensively 
and defensively.  

“Both Marist and St. Peter’s 
are teams that have a good inside 
presence and guards that play off  
of  their bigs,” Myles said. “So the 
challenge will be containing their 
bigs.”

 After Feb. 17, Alumni Gym 
is done hosting men’s basketball 
games for the season, and it is 
important for the Broncs to end 
the home season on a positive note 
before the last three games of  the 
year.

“I think these are two must-win 
games, especially because these 
are the last two conference games 
at home,” Baggett said. “Then 
we have the Bracketbuster next 
Saturday but we need to finish it 
up strong at home.”

Swimming and Diving 

Men look for repeat in MAAC finale

Junior guard Anthony Myles finishes with 17 points in the Broncs 
victory over St. Peter’s on Feb. 14. 
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Senior freestyler Brian Molloy looks to help lead the Broncs to victory in the MAAC Championship.
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By Michael Wagenman 

THE Rider basketball team is no stranger to siblings. 
Most recently, Jason and Ryan Thompson, and 
Patrick and Harris Mansell were playing together 
on the court. Now Derrick and Danny Stewart 

can be added to that list.
“There has definitely been a family atmosphere 

on our team with the Thompsons and the Mansells,” 
Head Coach Kevin Baggett said. “It definitely brings 
a sense of  chemistry, having [the Stewarts] play 
together in high school and then bringing it over to 
Rider. They have really just been awesome for us since 
they’ve become a part of  our program.”

Since coming to Rider from Neumann-Goretti 
High School in Philadelphia, Danny Stewart has had 
a successful and memorable first two seasons as the 
Broncs’ starting power forward. As a freshman, he 
was named the MAAC Rookie of  the Week twice, 
won MAAC Rookie of  the Year award and was a 
Mid-Major Freshman All-American. As a sophomore, 
he led the Broncs in rebounds with nearly seven per 
game, and blocks, registering 27 for the year. He was 
also third in the MAAC in field-goal percentage with  
.561.

The 6’7” junior quickly became a fan favorite in 
the Broncs’ Zoo, thanks to his ferocious dunks and 
powerfully blocked shots. To him, the awards are an 
honor and the on-court success is fulfilling. However, 
this season will mean much more to him thanks to his 
new teammate, his brother freshman Derrick Stewart.

The younger Stewart, a 6’6” forward also from 
Neumann-Goretti, is one of  six freshmen for the 
Broncs this season. He admits that he has much to 

learn about Division I basketball but is grateful to 
have his older brother as a teammate for guidance.

“Daniel doesn’t cut me any slack, and he always 
gives me the extra push to help me become a better 
athlete,” Derrick Stewart said. “I look at him as both 
my mentor and my teammate because he has been 
there before me.”

In the 2009-10 season, both players started on a 
Neumann-Goretti team that finished 30-1. That sea-
son, the brothers developed a strong on-court chemis-
try that continues to improve with each practice and 
game they play. Danny Stewart said that season was 
not just a valuable experience for his younger brother, 
who was a sophomore at the time; he credits much of  
his own development as a player to that 30-1 year as 
well.

“It was a great experience for me because Derrick 
played a lot,” Danny Stewart said. “We know where 
each other is [on the court] and can make plays for 
each other.”

The freshman forward learned a lot during that 
season. He grew to like playing alongside his brother, 
so being his teammate once again at Rider was an 
opportunity he couldn’t pass up.

“Being Daniel’s teammate is fun,” he said. “On the 
30-1 team, I felt as though he respected my defensive 
game and my contributions. It was a very competitive 
year.”

His older brother was not the only one to rec-
ognize his defensive talents, as last season he was 
named Defensive MVP of  the Catholic League in 
Pennsylvania. The freshman credits much of  his 
defensive skill to battling his brother on the court 

growing up and said those games improved his 
brother’s offensive talents as well.

“I’ve always played against bigger and older kids 
when I was growing up, including Daniel,” Derrick 
Stewart said. “I think that my defensive skills con-
tributed to his aggressiveness and great offensive 
skills around the basket because I don’t give up easy 
buckets.”

Danny Stewart acknowledged his brother’s success-
ful past, but he is focused on the current season. Being 
a good teammate to his brother and pushing him to 
improve is vital to the team’s success.  

“I told Derrick that this is college, and the next 
four years are a journey,” Daniel Stewart said. “High 
school is over, and now everything has much more 
meaning. All the little details count.”

Although Derrick Stewart hasn’t hit the court as 
much as his brother, there are hopes that they will 
make an unstoppable duo in the future.

“Derrick isn’t playing as much as Daniel right now 
due to the fact that we have a couple of  guys ahead of  
him,” Baggett said. “With that being said, I do think 
at some point the two of  them will be a solid force and 
playing a lot together on the court.” 

There has been no shortage of  advice for the fresh-
man and he said that he accepts it with an open mind 
from all of  his teammates, not just his brother.  He 
knows, however, that part of  his job is to help the rest 
of  the team improve as well, not just to sit back and 
learn from the upperclass-
men. Derrick Stewart said 
that practices have inspired 
him and his brother to 

Sports

Danny (left) and Derrick Stewart of the men’s basketball team are continuing the tradition of siblings in Rider athletics. The Stewarts also played together at Neumann-Goretti High School in Philadelphia.  

Stewarts form dominant family duo
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