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WAR OF THE WORDS
Students debate over which 
festive phrase takes the cake page 11

DOOMSDAY PREPPERS 
The Rider News executive editor
puts Mayan apocalypse myths to bed page 9

CHOMPING AT THE BIT
Men’s basketball begins 
conference play   page 13

Braving the Bobsled

For some Rider families, 
challenges don’t let up 

Sophomore Ashley Reeves lights a candle in honor of the various holidays celebrated this time of year 
during Rider’s annual Celebration of Lights ceremony, held in the Cavalla Room Thursday.

➠ SEE SANDY
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By Jen Maldonado

WHITE candles flickered through-
out the Cavalla Room on 
Thursday at Rider’s annual 
Celebration of  Lights cer-

emony, which featured holiday tradi-
tions from different on campus cultural 
groups.

The event began in 1991 and has 
since been adopted by the Center 
of  Multicultural Affairs, where the 
goal was to expand the celebration to 
“include 
everything 
about this 
holiday 

Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, was a member of Rider’s Division I track and field team, where she threw shot put and discus. Fenlator is now a hopeful for the U.S. Olympic Bobsled Team.

Holidays brought to light

By Katie Zeck

RIDER’S executive director of  
Enrollment Management,.Drew 
Aromando, lived with his wife and 
two daughters in Ortley Beach — 

less than a square mile on the Barnegat 
Peninsula — until about a month ago. 

The devastation of  Hurricane Sandy 
on the central coast of  New Jersey in 
late October has since displaced the 
family of  four. 

“We lost about 95 percent of  our 
possessions,” Aromando said in an 
email. “Our home is still standing but 
the foundation sunk and we are await-
ing word from a structural engineer.”

Aromando and his family were stay-
ing at his parents’ house along with his 
sister, whose family was also affected by 
the storm. Recently, a childhood friend 
of  Aromando’s offered his summer 
home to the family as a place to live for 
six months.   

“It was challenge finding a rental 
since all residents of  the barrier island 
were told not to expect to return home 
for at least six to eight months,” he 
said. “Since my sister’s family was also 
displaced, the 10 of  us lived at my 

parents house for about three weeks.” 
According to The New York Times, 

Ortley was one of  the hardest hit 
beaches along the Jersey Shore. As 
of  Nov. 27, the town was still without 
power.

During this difficult time, Aromando 
and his wife, both Rider graduates, 
have felt the generosity and support 
provided by the Rider community. 

“In the hours shortly before and 
after the Northeast knew the level 
of  devastation, we began to receive 
thoughtful and encouraging emails, text 
messages, phone calls and voicemails 
from current and former Rider stu-
dents, faculty and administrators,” he 
said. “Within days we began to receive 
letters, clothes, toys, books, gift cards 
and offers to assist with cleanup.”

Terri Podgorski, academic coordi-
nator for the School of  Education is 
from Brick, N.J. and has been unable 
to live in her home for over a month, 
and business graduate student Briana 
Wallace has 
lost many 
neighbors to 
Hurricane ➠ SEE LIGHTS
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Saturday, Dec. 8

Rider University Choir: holiday concert
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater

Saturday, Dec. 8

An evening of readings and carols
8 p.m., Princeton University Chapel
Contact the box office at 609-921-2663 to purchase 
tickets

Sunday, Dec. 9

Front Row step team winter showcase
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater

Friday, Dec. 14

Westminster Community Chorus
8 p.m., Bristol Chapel
Admission: $15 adults and $10 students/seniors

Sunday, Dec. 23

Princeton Brass Band holiday concert
2 p.m., Richardson Auditorium at Alexander Hall
Princeton University
Admission is free

C O M I N G  U P. . .
Water damage

On Sunday, Public Safety was 
notified of a leak in the Switlik 
Hall men’s restroom at 2:42 
p.m. The leak was from the pipe 
attached to a toilet. 

The officers noticed that the 
toilet was running continuously 
and the handle had sustained 
damage. Because of this, they 
were unable to stop the water.

As a puddle began to form 
in the restroom, Public Safety 
contacted Facilities, who came 
to help with the leak. The officers 
then blocked off the area and 
mopped up the water. 

Further investigation revealed 
that the toilet was damaged by 
someone kicking or hitting it 
with significant force. The cost 
to repair the toilet is unknown at 
this time. Anyone with additional 
information on the incident 
should call Public Safety at x5029. 
 

Battle of the boot 
While it’s fair to generalize that 

most of us would be upset if we 
found our car booted by Public 
Safety, an individual acted on his 
frustration last Friday.

At 5:02 p.m., Public Safety 
was monitoring its surveillance 
cameras and observed a male in 
the fraternity overflow parking 
lot. The individual, who officers 
were unable to confirm as a Rider 
student, was with two other 
males and a female. The officers 
observed the group attempting 
to remove a boot from a pickup 
truck.

 Officers were dispatched to 
the area, but the individuals and 
the vehicle were gone. Upon 
reviewing the video, Public Safety 
observed the male kicking the 
boot, then taking an object out 
of his car to try and remove the 
boot, which he eventually did 
by prying off the now damaged 
immobilizer. 

An investigation is ongoing. 
If anyone has additional infor-
mation on the incident, contact 
Public Safety at x5029. 

Campus mall accident
A skateboarder and a pos-

sible speeder were part of a car 
accident that took place by the 
campus mall on Sunday. 

At about 7:50 p.m., Public 
Safety arrived at Daly’s and met 
with the skateboarder. He said 
that as he was skateboarding 
on the road in front of Daly’s, he 
observed an SUV heading toward 
him at what he thought was a 
fast speed. He said he panicked, 
fell off the skateboard and it shot 
across the road. The SUV sped off 
in an unknown direction. 

The victim said he hurt his 
elbow when he fell, but refused 
further medical attention. His 
skateboard was hit by the vehicle 
and was damaged beyond repair. 
If anyone witnessed this incident 
contact Public Safety at x5029. 
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Fast-track your studies this January!
■ Lighten your spring semester course load and still graduate on time. 

Earn 3 credits in only three weeks. All courses will meet Monday through 
Thursday starting January 7, 2013 (including one class meeting for the 
final exam Friday January, 25). Classes meet 1 - 4pm or 6:30 - 9:30pm.

■ Enjoy an intensive format that encourages more student-faculty 
interaction

■ Participate in the The Shadow Experience (IND 350) – a one-credit 
course that affords you the opportunity to spend time in a professional 
setting

■ Housing and meals available during JTerm

Courses are still open.
Register now!

609-896-5033  •  jterm@rider.edu  •  www.rider.edu/jterm

www.rider.edu/jterm

term
2013J

Focus on one course and explore a topic in great detail. 

COM 212 Publication Design

COM 361 Photography

FMS 260 Great Performances on Film

GLS 310 Ethnographic Film

POL 307 Political Communication

PSY 100 Introduction to Psychology

THE 107 Intro to Acting

THE 120 Theater Appreciation

Just $530 per undergraduate credit

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

S E E  Y O U  I N  F E B R U A R Y
This is the last issue of  The Rider News for the fall 

semester. Look for web updates during the break and 
we’ll be back in print on Feb. 8. We hope you have a 
safe and happy holiday.
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News

By Lauren Santye

IMAGINE enjoying the celebrity lifestyle in Los Angeles 
that goes with being a successful Playboy model and 
having hundreds of  people line up to get your auto-
graph. Then one day, at 22 years old, all of  that gets 

taken away by an HIV diagnosis. 
This is what happened to Rebekka Armstrong, the 

former Miss September 1986 Playboy Playmate who 
on Monday night served as the speaker at Rider’s 
World AIDS Day event to spread AIDS awareness and 
talk about the importance of  safe sex. 

After she became Miss September, Armstrong 
explained how she stepped into fame but at the begin-
ning of  1989, she noticed some changes. She was 
tired, her menstrual cycle was off  and she was bruising 
easily. She went to the doctor to get checked out and 
had a variety of  tests done, including a pregnancy test 
and an HIV test. 

She didn’t think about it again, until she received 
a call one day from her doctor who said the test came 
back positive. Armstrong thought she was telling her 
that she was pregnant. 

Armstrong described how a flood of  emotions 
came into her mind. 

“Do I want to have a child right now in this stage 
of  my life?” she thought. “Things are going so well for 
me, I’m on top of  the world, I’m working constantly.”

Armstrong’s doctor realized she didn’t understand 
what was said.

 “I am telling you that you are HIV positive,” her 
doctor told her.

Initially, Armstrong was in shock and didn’t handle 
the news well.

 “When she told me I was HIV positive I lost it,” 
Armstrong said. “The only thing I knew about HIV 
was death. I knew that I was going to die.”

Armstrong initially didn’t tell anyone who wasn’t 
necessary about her condition because she was terri-
fied of  people not wanting to be around her and treat-
ing her like “toxic waste.”

For the first five years after her diagnosis, 
Armstrong was on a roller coaster ride with two sides 
of  herself: one that was committed to getting well and 
being healthy and the other side of  her that didn’t 
care. 

 She was doing speed, drinking, heavily and party-
ing all the time because she believed she was dying. 
She was frequently in the hospital for excruciatingly 
painful brain infections and for an intestinal tract 

infection. Every time she went to the hospital she 
thought this might be the time she wasn’t going to 
come home. 

During this point in her life, Armstrong said she 
was in a dark place. She felt she wasn’t good enough 
to be taken care of. 

“I knew what was in store for me, and I didn’t want 
to do that to my family,” she said. “I freaked out, and 
I wasn’t going to let the virus do that to me, so I was 
going to take my own life.”

This led Armstrong to a dangerous decision that 
could’ve ended her life — her initial intention.

“I took a lot of  drugs and washed them down with 
tequila and drove my car into a wall,” she said. This 
resulted in her entering a coma, which lasted three 
days. When she awoke, she remembers telling the doc-
tors one thing. 

“I was begging them to please let me die,” she said. 
“They said, ‘We can’t do that.’”

After this incident, she ended up wanting to turn 
her life around; she went public about her diagnosis 
in magazines and on television so she could make a 
statement.

“This can happen to you; this can happen to me,” 
she said.

Her goal was to create awareness because when she 
was younger, there was no information or awareness 

about HIV. Armstrong 
stated that more than 1 
million Americans are 
infected with HIV and the 
scariest part is that one in 
five are unaware that they 
have it. 

Her battle with the 
disease had not been easy 
though. She went through 
tons of  medications like 
AZT, DBI, Virasept and 
different “cocktails” of  
medicines like Crixivan. 
Many of  them resulted 
in serious side effects like 
severe weight loss, bad 
fevers, headaches, vomit-
ing, diarrhea, lesions, hair 

loss and burning of  the 
hands and feet because of  
nerve damage from AZT. 

As of  a year and a half  
ago she has been on a new drug, that makes her dis-
ease undetectable. She has a full-blown AIDS diagno-
sis, but she looks healthy because of  the medication, 
Armstrong said.

“These are the many faces of  AIDS,” she said. 
“I’m Rebekka and I have AIDS.”

Armstrong also stressed the importance of  safe 
sex and said a condom could have saved her life. 
Originally she was on the hunt to find the man who 
gave her HIV, but she eventually gave up that search.

 “I did this to me,” she said. “I’m HIV positive 
because of  my own irresponsibility.”

Patrick Callahan, a junior elementary education 
and psychology major, attended the speech and felt 
Armstrong got her message across in an interesting 
way.

“Rebekka did a great job,” Callahan said. 
“Throughout her speech you laughed, you cried and 
really got to follow her on her personal journey.”

Armstrong said that HIV and AIDS are conditions 
that affect so many young people who need to be more 
aware of  the risk that’s out there.

 “This is all of  our disease, and it’s up to you to 
take care of  you,” she said. “As far as my future’s con-
cerned, I’m going down fighting.”

Playboy centerfold turns AIDS activist

Former Playboy model Rebekka Armstrong discusses her journey of contracting and living with the 
HIV/AIDS virus as the keynote speaker for World AIDS Day in the Cavalla Room on Monday night.
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season,” 
according to 
Don Brown, 
director of  

multicultural affairs.
The theme of  this year’s celebra-

tion centered on a story from Latin 
America, in which nine nights before 
Christmas, people light candles in a 
precession and knock at others’ doors 
asking for shelter, “recreating the story 
of  Mary and Joseph seeking shelter 
and at each house, celebrating with a 
fiesta,” according to Pooja Mandesh, 
senior accounting major and SGA 
diversity chair, who opened the night 
with her speech.

“At our Celebration of  Lights, we 
will all move together from one side of  
the room to the next, carrying a lighted 
Rider candle,” Mandesh explained. 
“We hope you all gain a greater under-
standing of  tradition.”

The tour of  the holidays began 
with Kwanzaa, a weeklong celebra-
tion. Members of  the Black Student 
Union (BSU) explained the significance 
of  each candle on the Kinara which 
all stand for a different principle. 
These principles include unity, which 
the black middle candle represents, 
self-determination, collective work and 
responsibility, cooperative economics, 
purpose, creativity and faith, all of  
which focus heavily on helping others 
in one’s community. 

Next was a visit to Boxing Day, a 
tradition that is mostly practiced in the 
Caribbean but is of  English origin. It 
takes place on Dec. 26 and comes from 
the charitable concept of  boxing up 
toys to give to children.

“I never really knew much about 
Boxing Day,” Danielle Trautwein, 
junior early education and psychology 
major said. “It’s nice to know that there 
is a holiday that focuses on giving to 
those who might not have had gifts of  
their own on Christmas.”

After Boxing Day came Christmas, 
when members of  the Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship discussed 
Christmas and the origin of  the candy 
cane, which began as a decoration on 
Christmas trees. The candy cane is said 
to represent Jesus, since it’s shaped like 
a J and a shepherd’s staff  and shep-
herds were the first to hear about Jesus’ 
birth.

Hanukkah was afterwards, which 
started with members of  Hillel light-
ing candles on a menorah and reciting 
three blessings in Hebrew.

Members of  the Latin American 
Student Organization (LASO) 
described the holiday of  “el día de los 
reyes magos,” or “Three Kings Day” 
and offered empanadas to attendees, 
which are a traditional food eaten dur-
ing the celebration. Jasmine Martinez, 
a junior psychology major and member 
of  LASO who spoke to the audience 

about the holiday, is proud that Rider 
has the Celebration of  Lights each year.

“It’s really important to have an 
event like this because there is diver-
sity on campus that people don’t know 
about and with this type of  event, it 
provides a really great way for students 
to learn about different cultures,” 
Martinez said.

The final holidays the crowd went to 
were the Indian celebrations of  Diwali 
and Eid-al-Adha. Diwali is known as 
a festival of  lights and Eid-al-Adha 
focuses on celebrating an end to the 
month of  fasting.

Ashley Reeves, a sophomore global 
studies major, was one of  the event 
planners for the Celebration of  Lights 
and said she thinks it’s “especially 
important and helpful that this event 
takes place.”

“I’m from Edison, a very diverse 
town,” Reeves said. “Rider is a cam-
pus that is 75 percent Caucasian so I 
think it’s very important to incorporate 
different races and cultures. That way, 
students will realize they’re not alone.”

Trautwein agreed and although it 
was her first time attending the event, 
she said she felt she learned a lot of  
things she didn’t know about various 
holidays celebrated during this time of  
year.” 

“I never knew the symbolism of  the 
candy cane before so that was some-
thing interesting,” she said. “I really 
thought the singing added a nice touch 
too. Overall, this was a really nice way 
for Rider to get students into the holi-
day spirit.”

Contact this writer at maldonadoje@
theridernews.com

A note from Public Safety
As the semester comes to a close and students get ready to leave for winter break, Public Safety asks that 
all campus community members be aware of the following: 

• Take valuables home for the winter break (electronics, jewelry, personal 
documents, etc.). 

• Do not leave items in plain view to limit vehicular theft. Park in well-lit 
areas and be aware of your surroundings while out holiday shopping.

• Notify Public Safety if you have to load or unload a vehicle. 

We hope everyone has a safe, enjoyable break and we look forward to 
seeing you in the spring semester.

Lights
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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Sandy
CONT’D FROM P. 1

Young vote ‘key component’ for Obama
By Joe Petrizzo

AMERICA’S next generation has 
spoken and its opinion won’t 
jive well with Republicans. A 
poll conducted by Dr. Michael 

Brogan’s political behavior class revealed 
that 68 percent of  Rider students voted 
for President Barack Obama, while only 
28 percent endorsed Gov. Mitt Romney. 

This trend is not unique to Rider; 
according to CNN, 60 percent of  voters 
aged 18-29 nationwide cast their bal-
lots for Obama, while only 37 percent 
supported Romney. Young voters made 
up 19 percent of  the electorate  — up 
from 18 percent in 2008. Although the 
percentage of  young people who voted 
for Obama dropped slightly from the 
last election, Brogan suggests they will 
form an increasingly larger part of  the 
Democratic voting base.

Before the election, speculation 
arose that young voters would not show 
up at the polls. But according to the 
Center for Information and Research 

on Civic Learning and Engagement at 
Tufts University, about half  of  all eligi-
ble young people voted. The Rider sur-
vey found that 92 percent of  students 
who voted for Obama in 2008 voted for 
him again this year, while Romney only 
retained 89 percent of  John McCain 
voters. According to Brogan, young 
voters – along with African-Americans, 
Hispanics and women – will continue 
to make up the Democratic Party core.

“The results suggest that younger 
voters have significant, but often 
untapped, influence in the manner in 
which the country is governed,” Brogan 
said. “The Democratic Party will look 
to these voters as a key component of  
the Obama coalition going into future 
elections, similar to the New Deal coali-
tion which emerged among voters who 
came of  age during FDR’s tenure in 
office.”

The results would have been even 
more favorable of  Obama if  more 
students had voted. According to the 

Rider poll, the president would have 
received 72 percent of  the vote from 
students who didn’t show up to the 
polls. The No. 1 reason students gave 
for not voting was “I felt my vote did 
not count.” Freshman political science 
and global studies major Rachel Safer 
surveyed these non-voters and was not 
only shocked that 20 percent of  the 
respondents to the postelection poll 
didn’t vote, but also the fact that some 
of  them didn’t even know how to vote 
if  they wanted to.

“[I] was surprised by how many 
first-time voters were unaware of  voting 
protocol,” she said. “Many students did 
not register or forgot to register. I was 
also surprised by the lack of  enthusiasm 
by eligible first-time voters.”

Another surprising discovery, 
according to senior political science 
major Justin Dennis, is that 68 per-
cent of  students chose their candidate 
“sometime earlier” than September, 
while only 3 percent decided within 

the “last three days” of  the campaign. 
Brogan notes that this means that 
the presidential debates and other 
advertisements had little effect on the 
outcome at least where young voters 
are concerned.

“It is funny how early voters make 
up their minds, which leads me to 
believe that campaigns are more impor-
tant to those [who] fund them than 
those who follow them,” Dennis said.

The economy was listed as the most 
important issue for Rider students with 
78.1 percent saying it was extremely 
important. Education placed second 
with 72.8 percent saying it extremely 
important. Unemployment ranked 
third with 70.3 percent.

“As Rider goes, so does the nation” 
might never become the thesis statement 
for a dissertation, but the trends noted 
indicate that the opinions of  students, 
much like the ones at Rider, will have a 
significant impact on on elections and 
government.

News

Sandy in her 
south shore 
Long Island 
town of  

Massapequa.
“The first floor was flooded with 

four feet of  water and everything in it 
was destroyed,” Podgorski said of  her 
seaside home. “At this stage, I’m cur-
rently staying with family but it can get 
chaotic with six adults and a 2-year-old 
in one house.”

Her mother, who lives next to her, 
also lost her home. For them, the dif-
ficult part is finding temporary housing. 

“A lot of  [homes] are offering a one 
to year lease and not a month-to-month 
lease,” she said.” 

She is planning to rebuild her home 
with repairs estimated to take only a 
few months. 

Wallace’s town was hit especially 
hard both by the storm and by those 
that chose to take advantage of  others 
during a time of  devastation.   

“There was lots of  looting,” she said. 
“They held up my fire station and stole 
their uniforms so they could loot other 
homes. The looters also attacked the 
power company workers and used their 
uniforms to knock on doors and rob 
those that were still home.” 

According to Wallace, her parents 
were evacuated to a hotel and the 
National Guard refused to let anyone 
back into their homes for a week. The 
town as a whole lost power for about 16 
days and sustained about $6 billion in 
damage. 

“One of  the main roads, Ocean 
Parkway, isn’t even there anymore, so 
you literally couldn’t even get to my 
neighborhood,” she said.

Wallace was also affected by the loss 
of  many of  her neighbors. 

“ Our town was a very dangerous 
area,” she said. “One person was wad-
ing through water to get to her house, 
but she got electrocuted. Another 
neighbor had a tree fell on them.” 

Wallace has since been back to her 
hometown over Thanksgiving break, 
and despite the cleanup that’s occurred, 
she said it’s hard to believe it’s the same 
place.

“My house was very badly flooded 
and there are boats everywhere,” she 
said. “FEMA is still there to give out 
free water and food. It was like a scene 
out of  a movie; it’s crazy.”

Podgorski has been thankful for the 
help she’s received from Rider and the 
federal government.

“The experience so far has been an 
outpouring of  people willing to help 
out,” she said. “Every day, someone 
[from Rider] was calling or emailing 
and some have offered her their home 
to stay in which means a lot. The 
School of  Education gave a monetary 
donation last week; they all wanted 
to help somehow. From FEMA to the 
insurance companies, all those willing 
to help really means a lot.”

For freshman Cassi Ettman’s friends 
at Rider, going home for winter break 
means sleeping in their own beds and 
catching up with friends from high 
school. Ettman will not have such 
an experience. Instead, they will be 
spending the holidays in a town house 
her parents were recently forced to 
purchase. 

Long Beach Island natives, Ettman 
and her family lived two houses from 
the ocean. The first time they heard 
about the status of  their home was on 
TV. 

“A newscast showed the stairs of  our 
house, it was nerve-wracking,” Ettman 
said. “It was hard to know what was 
going on in my neighborhood because 
my street was breached before the 
storm even started. We lost a lot of  
sentimental stuff, but my house was 
intact.” 

The Ettmans haven’t been able 
to live in their house since the storm 
and they don’t foresee moving back 
in anytime soon. Her parents recently 
purchased a town home on the main-
land in Manahawkin. 

“It’s something we had to do,” 
Ettman said. “There’s such a long way 
to go and  you don’t understand the 
full extent unless you live there. I went 
back one night over Thanksgiving. It’s 
not home anymore. It doesn’t feel like it 
used to feel.”

“FEMA can’t give a lot of  money 
because most of  what we lost was all 
sentimental stuff. Relatively speak-
ing, we got extremely lucky, but we 
don’t have any Christmas decorations. 
Stuff  like that is kind of  upsetting and 
gloomy. But there comes a point where 
you can’t be upset and you just gotta do 
what you gotta do.”

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.
com

Kadyhrob deemed 
unfit to stand trial
By Katie Zeck

THE man who allegedly attempted 
to lure a Rider student into his 
car on March 28, 2011, was 
deemed mentally unfit to stand 

trial this Tuesday according to the Mer-
cer County Superior Court.

Tony Kadyhrob, 70, of  Lawrence 
Twp., has been depicted by his sister, 
with whom he resides on the 2000 
block on Princeton Ave., and dif-
ferent area doctors as a paranoid 
schizophrenic. 

The Superior Court confirmed that 
Kadyhrob will be placed in a psy-
chiatric hospital and charges may be 
resumed if  he becomes deemed fit to 
stand trial. 

According to his sister, Kadyhrob 
has been in and out of  mental health 
institutions since the 1970s and has 
“good and bad days.” She has previ-
ously said that he has stopped taking 
medication for his mental disorder. 

Lawrence Police arrested Kadyhrob 
on March 29, 2011 on charges of  
attempting to lure or entice an adult 

into a motor vehicle with purpose 
to commit a criminal offense. The 
day before he grabbed a 19-year-old 
female student as she was walking 
towards Z lot and told her to get in his 
car. The victim yanked her arm away 
and he pulled it again.

According to the affidavit of  prob-
able cause documenting the Rider 
incident, the victim was able to escape 
his grasp again and run for help.

Kadyhrob was later banned from 
The College of  New Jersey (TCNJ) 
by campus police after being spotted 
there on April 1, according to TCNJ’s 
website. In April 2011, a municipal 
court judge ordered that Kadyhrob 
stay away from all schools in the state.

According to the affidavit, 
Kadyhrob said he “likes girls between 
18 and 30 years of  age” and that he 
is “in great shape, wears the sharpest 
clothes and all the girls want him.” 
He said he goes to Rider University 
to “look at the girls with the hopes of  
meeting a girl for a date.”

Drew Aromando, executive director of Enrollment Management, stands with his two daughters 
where the Ortley beach boardwalk once stood. He said his family lost 95 percent of their possessions.
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Catch Up or Get Ahead During  
2012-13 Winter Sessions* at  
Mercer County Community College

For students seeking to complete a class in six weeks on-
line or in three weeks on campus this winter, Mercer County 
Community College offers two accelerated sessions during 
its traditional mid-winter break. 

Mercer’s 2012-13 Winter Session includes over 40 courses 
from across the college curriculum.  

Questions? Admissions or registration assistance: (609) 570-3795 or email admiss@mccc.edu

2012-13 Winter Sessions Length Starts Ends in-person online

MercerOnline
distance learning 6 weeks 12/17/12 1/25/13 12/17/12 12/16/12
On-Campus classes 3 weeks 12/26/12 1/18/13 12/21/12 12/21/12

Registration Deadlines

*Visiting students wishing to take course(s) at Mercer must supply an unofficial transcript and/or written  
permission from their home college.Get Affordable

      Solutions at Mercer

Register now to reserve your seat!

Holiday festivities abound at Rider

Attendees of the Holiday Lighting Ceremony congregate around a flame. Other activities included an 
ice skating rink, live music and a visit from the big man in red, who selected the winner of the iPad.
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After two years of an unlit holiday season, Rider’s Moore Library is now adorned with festive lights. Rider’s Student Government Association pushed for the lights, which debuted on Nov. 30.
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Students at Rider’s Winter Wonderland decorate ornaments on the campus mall. The event was hosted 
by the Residence Hall Association and featured a snow machine and blow-up castle.
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BUSINESS-SAVVY students with 
no time to commit to an addi-
tional major can look no further 
than the College of  Business 

Administration’s (CBA) new minor in 
entrepreneurial studies. 

This is an 18-credit minor that 
provides a business-course structure for 
non-business students. These six classes 
consist of  two business prerequisites, 
two required courses and the option 
of  two of  the five offered entrepre-
neurial studies classes. The electives 
include Family Business, International 
Entrepreneurship and Tax Planning for 
Small Business. A special topics course 
and independent study are also offered. 

According to business professor 
Dr. Ronald Cook, the creation of  this 
minor has been in the works for some 
time. The idea came into fruition after 
the development of  the arts adminis-
tration major with an entrepreneurial 
track. After that program was estab-
lished, he began to see a lot of  student 
interest.

“I started getting questions from 
non-business students interested in 
taking entrepreneurship classes without 
double-majoring,” Cook said. “This 
provides an opportunity to learn these 
kinds of  skill sets.”

From this interest a new minor 
was born. Cook says that he hopes 
the entrepreneurial studies minor will 
broaden non-business students’ hori-
zons and make them more marketable.

“We wanted to offer the minor for 
students outside of  the CBA who were 

maybe looking to open a business in a 
skill or talent from a different major,” 
he said. “They could benefit from the 
minor and learn some of  the issues 
and concerns of  starting a business. 
We structured the minor to essentially 
capture core elements of  the major.”

Senior entrepreneurial studies major 
Justin Pappas considers himself  an 
advocate for the minor.

“No matter what your major may 
be, saying that you have been educated 
in an entrepreneurial way makes you as 
a candidate look better,” Pappas said. 
“This is really the foundation in making 
you an individual that can handle more 
than one type of  job, which separates 
you from the rest of  the job force.” 

Junior psychology major Megan 
Yost was first attracted to the entrepre-
neurial studies minor for some of  those 
reasons.

“I’m doing it because I hope to 
one day own my own restaurant and I 
think this minor would be beneficial, 
especially because I’m not a business 
major,” Yost said. “It’s one of  the few 
minors offered to non-business majors 
so I think it’ll help me out a lot.”

There are approximately 100 stu-
dents who are currently pursuing either 
an entrepreneurial studies major or are 
on the program track. 

According to Cook, this minor has 
value for all types of  majors, even those 
with an entrepreneurial spirirt in the 
arts.

 “The entrepreneurial studies major 
may provide students of  Westminster 
College of  the Arts with an opportunity 

to earn a living through business or 
entrepreneurship while still pursuing 
performance careers,” he said.

Junior entrepreneurial studies major 
Rob McBride believes that offering this 
program will be beneficial to people 
both in and out of  the CBA.

“It’s a great investment and it could 
become especially useful when you’re 
sick of  being the worker and not the 
boss,” McBride said.

According to Cook, the minor is set 
up for a number of  possible outcomes.

“Students could go into business for 
themselves based on skills or interests, 

or benefit from learning the different 
components of  working for a business 
that’s not your own,” he said. 

Cook emphasizes that the lessons 
learned from this program are appli-
cable to all career paths. 

“Most importantly, regardless of  dis-
ciplinary major, this program empha-
sizes thinking outside of  the box,” 
he said. “That kind of  outlook and 
attitude can be applied to any structure. 
It’s not strictly limited to business.”

Contact this writer at pendagastm@
theridernews.com

Taking care of business in a new way

THE Student Government 
Association (SGA) tried to combat 
the lack of  unity among Rider 
students with its pin campaign but 

Diogo Azevedo, a sophomore account-
ing major, may have another solution.

When Azevedo arrived at Rider, he 
was eager to meet new people. Upon 
learning that there was no club that 
was purely social, Azevedo decided 
to take matters into his own hands. 
Thus, BranchOut was born to help 
members focus on both 
furthering their 
education while 
meeting friends 
and forging con-
nections for the 
future.

With the help 
of  Dean of  Students 
Anthony Campbell, 
BranchOut has been 
cleared as an official 
club on campus. Plans 
have been set for the 
club to host events, 
starting as early as spring 2013.

After Azevedo discussed the poten-
tial idea with others, a name had to 
be decided upon. “BranchOut” was 
thought up while he and sophomore 
accounting major Brandon Rush were 
sitting outside of  the Switlik Hall 
office. They hope the name will attract 
students who are interested in diversify-
ing their social circle and making new 
friends.

Once the name was chosen, 
Azevedo called upon a few close friends 
of  his to create the executive board: 
sophomore psychology major Kalyn 
Nevitt was selected to be vice president, 
sophomore Chris Mari Davis, a human 
resource management and manage-
ment and leadership double major, is 
the chief  financial officer and sopho-
more German major Adham Saber is 
the secretary. Freshman business major 
Marc Nanfara and senior secondary 
education major Chris Werner act as 

community chairs 
and Rush is in 
charge of  public 
relations.

“We were 
talking about how 
the school needed 
new methods of  
getting students 
together and how 
there needed to 
be more things 
to do during 
the weekend,” 
Azevedo said. 

“What made us interested in starting 
this club was having the expectation 
that every student would have a chance 
to make a friend and expand their 
network.”

In keeping with the SGA’s recent 
attempts at school-wide unification, one 
of  BranchOut’s primary objectives is to 
find people who share similar interests 
but may not normally interact.

“We bring all different clubs 

together in order to promote Rider 
unity,” Werner said. “We hope that 
students who want to get involved on 
campus but who are not sure where 
will start here. I think we will see new 
friends bond and student network-
ing increase as students from different 
walks of  life come together for common 
purposes.”

Providing a welcoming environment 
for students is the club’s main goal.

“There are no restrictions to join our 
club and it is a great way to meet new 
people,” Azevedo said. “There are no 
particular kinds of  students BranchOut 
is looking for. We accept anyone who is 
interested in making connections and 
friends at Rider.” 

Already in the works is a Battle of  

the Classes event and a murder mystery. 
BranchOut will also be partaking in 
International Week, where they will be 
serving different foods.

Although BranchOut is not yet 
known among many students, those 
already involved are excited to see it 
grow.

“My favorite thing about BranchOut 
is that people can be who they are and 
they won’t get judged or made fun of; 
we are all welcoming people,” Azevedo 
said. “My hope for this club is that we’ll 
be able to unite both campuses and 
be asked to do major events for other 
clubs.”

To get involved, students can attend 
general meetings held every Sunday at 
7:30 p.m. in the Mercer Room.

Arts&Entertainment

By Kim Leder

By Megan Pendagast

New club encourages students to BranchOut

‘‘My hope for this club is 
that we’ll be able to unite 
both campuses together and 
be asked to do major events 
for other clubs.”

Diogo AzeveDo, BrAnchout 
PresiDent

The entrepreneurial studies minor offers non-business students the opportunity to diversify, be more 
marketable and distribute résumés at venues such as Rider’s career fair.
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BranchOut’s executive board from left: vice president, sophomore Kalyn Nevitt, president, sophomore 
Diogo Azevedo and community chairs senior Chris Werner and freshman Marc Nanfara.
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Starters
Italian Inspirations
Fried Calamari $8.25
Mussels in a Half Shell $8.25
Clam Steamers $7.50
Bruschetta $5.75
Our Famous Garlic Knots & Sauce     $1.75
Garlic Bread $2.75
Garlic Bread with Cheese $3.50
Candela Combo Platter $13.75
Frank's Famous Appetizer* $6.75
Roasted red peppers, fresh mozzarella, and artichoke 
hearts drizzled with olive oil and topped with fresh 
chopped garlic 
American Delights
Mozzarella Sticks $6.20
Onion Rings $3.75
Fried Shrimp with Tomato Sauce $8.75
Buffalo Wings 
10 at $8.50
20 at $14.00 
Chicken Tenders with Honey Mustard   $5.50
Jalapeño Poppers $5.50
French Fries $2.75
Cheese Fries $4.25
Choice of mozzarella or American 
Pizza Fries $5.25
Cheese & Tomato Sauce
Buffalo Calamari $8.75
Beverages:
2 LL Sodas, 20 oz. Sodas, Coffee, Hot Tea, 
Espresso, Cappuccino, Bottled Teas, Pellegrino

22 Lawn Park Ave. Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
609.882.9119

Mon- Sat: 11AM - 10:30 PM
Sun: 12 PM - 9:30 PM

Dine In ~ Pick-Up~ Delivery 

Soup, Salad, & Antipasto
Soup 
Cup or Bowl - Ask your server about today's fresh choices.
Our soups vary by season and are served on a rotating basis. 
Common selections include Minestrone, Pasta e Fagioli, 
Chicken Noodle, Lentil, and Split Pea. 

Appetizer Salads 
Insalata $4.00
A classic blend of spring mix, plum tomatoes, and sweet 
onions, served with house vinaigrette or your choice of 
dressing 
Caesar Salad $5.00
Romaine lettuce, Pecorino Romano cheese, croutons, and 
caesar dressing
Caprese Salad $6.50
Fresh mozzarella, basil, and tomatoes with olive oil, parsley, 
and black pepper 
Dinner Salads
Grilled Chicken Salad $7.50
Grilled Caesar Salad $7.50
Buffalo Chicken Salad $7.50
Grilled Shrimp Salad $11.00
Tuna Salad $6.50
BLT Salad $5.50
Chef Salad $6.75
Antipasto Freddo 
Large - $7.50
Small - $6.50
A rustic assortment of ham, salami, and provolone cheese, 
served over a bed of baby lettuces with giardinera 
(Italian pickled vegetables) and your choice of dressing 
Candela Classics
All classics are served with french fries. Double the fries 
for just $1.00. Add bacon to any burger for just $.75
Hamburger $6.25
An 8 oz. patty on a kaiser roll 
Cheeseburger $7.25
Candela Burger $7.75
Our special 8 oz. patty, smothered in American and 
provolone cheeses and topped with lettuce, tomatoes, and 
onions 
Chicken Tenders $7.75
Chicken served up American style! Five all-white meat 
tenders, breaded and lightly fried, served on a bed of lettuce 
with either ranch, honey mustard, or tomato dipping sauce 
Sizzlin' Shrimp $13.50
Jumbo shrimp doused in Italian bread crumbs and lightly fried 
Italian Hot Dog $6.25
A giant hot dog smothered in fried potatoes, sweet peppers, 
and onions 

Artisan Sandwiches: Freddo (Cold)
All artisan cold sandwiches are served on hearth-baked bread 
and include lettuce, tomato, onions, oil and vinegar or mayon-

naise. Add cheese for an additional $.50.
 3' and 6' subs available with 24 hours notice

Ham, Cheese, & Salami $6.70
Ham, Cheese, & Capicola $6.70
Ham & Cheese $6.50
Ham, Cheese, Salami, Capicola, & Pepperoni    $8.10
Cheese & Pepperoni $6.50
Roast Beef $7.50
Roast Beef & Cheese $7.90
Turkey $7.50
Turkey & Cheese $7.90
Roast Beef, Turkey, & Cheese $8.30
Tuna $6.65
Made fresh daily 
Veggie Sub (Cold or Grilled) $6.90
Lettuce, tomatoes, onions, sweet peppers, cucumbers, broccoli, 
plus your choice of oil and vinegar or mayonnaise

Wraps
All wraps include lettuce, tomatoes, potato chips, and pickle.

Additional items, please add $.50
Italian $7.25
Roast Beef  $7.25
Tuna $7.00
Turkey $7.25

Artisan Sandwiches: Caldo (Hot)
Meatball  $6.75
Meatball Parmigiana $7.25
Sausage   $6.75
Sausage Parmigiana $7.25
Sausage, Peppers, & Onions $7.50
Sausage,Peppers & Onions With Mozzarella $8.00
Veal Parmigiana $8.75
Flounder Parmigiana $8.75
Roast Pork $8.50
With sharp Provolone & roasted red peppers 
South Philly Pepper & Egg $7.00
Chicken Parmigiana $8.50
Shrimp Parmigiana $9.00
Buffalo Chicken with Mozzarella $8.50
Eggplant Parmigiana $8.00

Wraps
All wraps include lettuce, tomatoes, potato chips, and pickle. 

Additional items, please add $.50
Chicken $7.25
Steak $7.25
Buffalo Chicken $8.00
Chicken Caesar $8.00

Paninis
All Paninis served with potato chips. Additional items please add 
.50
Palermo $7.95
Grilled Chicken, Roasted Peppers, Smoked Provolone and 
Balsamic Vinaigrette 
Pesto Chicken $7.95
Grilled Chicken, Tomatoes, Pesto and Smoked Mozzarella 
Turkey Melt $7.95
Turkey Breast, Bacon, tomatoes, and American Cheese 
Caprese $7.95
Homemade Mozzarella, Basil, Tomatoes, Pesto and Olive Oil 
Grilled Eggplant $7.95
Eggplant, Roasted Peppers, Sauteed Spinach and Provolone

Pizza
We knead our own dough and craft our own sauce each 
morning to create a pizza worthy of praise
Traditional Pizza ...Medium - $10.50, Large - $12.00 
Half Topping - $1.50 Whole Topping - $2.00
Add extra cheese for just $2.00 more! 
Grandma Candela's Pizza  $16.50
A hearty, square pizza in Sicilian tradition, with 
crushed whole tomatoes, basil, and mozzarella 
Pizzetta (Individual Pizza) $7.00...Half Topping - 
$.75, Whole Topping - $1.00
Add extra cheese for just $1.00 more 
White or Wheat...Medium - $10.50, Large - $12.00, 
Half Topping - $1.50, Whole - $2.00 
Sicilian   $12.25... Half Topping - $1.50, Whole - 
$2.00 
Three Cheese Pizza...Medium - $13.00, Large - 
$14.50
Toppings:
Broccoli, Broccoli Rabe (Rapini), Fresh Garlic, 
Ricotta Cheese, Sliced Tomatoes, Black Olives, 
Anchovies, Sausage, Mushrooms, Pepperoni, 
Peppers, Onions, Meatballs, Salami, Ham, Pineap-
ple, Spinach, Artichokes, Bacon
GLUTEN FREE AVAILABLE

Gourmet Pizza
Mucho Meat... Medium - $18.00, Large - $19.00
Heaping helpings of ham, salami, pepperoni, and 
homemade meatballs 
Cheesesteak Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - 
$18.50
Beef or chicken steak with peppers, onions, and mush-
rooms, topped with sauce and mozzarella. Available 
without our homemade tomato sauce 
Seafood Pizza...Medium - $18.50, Large - $19.50
Shrimp and clams seasoned with Italian herbs and fresh 
garlic, topped with mozzarella and choice of red or white 
sauce 
Old Fashioned Tomato Pie...Medium - $11.50, Large 
- $12.50
Chopped plum tomatoes, basil, Italian herbs, and just a 
hint of garlic and mozzarella make this Candela classic a 
perennial favorite 
Pizza Primavera Medium - $16.50...Large - $17.50
Eggplant, zucchini, fresh diced tomatoes, and mushrooms. 
Topped with mozzarella and your choice of red or white 
sauce 
Lil' Frank's Pizza $13.75
Dare to be different and try this square pizza of plum 
tomatoes, sesame seeds, fresh garlic, olive oil, and a hint 
of rosemary, based on a recipe from our own "Lil Frank" 
Candela 
Buffalo Chicken Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - 
$18.50
What could be better marriage than our buffalo chicken 
and our famous artisan pizza? Available with or without our 
homemade pizza sauce 
Candela Deluxe Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - 
$18.50
Sausage, mushrooms, pepperoni, onions, peppers, extra 
cheese, and anchovies, topped with pizza sauce and 
mozzarella 
Pizza Pomodoro...Medium - $13.00, Large - $14.50
Diced tomatoes, garlic, onions, and basil topped with 
mozzarella. Available with or without our homemade pizza 
sauce 
Vodka Rigatoni Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - 
$18.50
Baked Ziti Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - $18.50 
BBQ Chicken Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large - 
$18.50 
Eggplant Rollatini Pizza...Medium - $15.50, Large - 
$16.50 
Grilled Chicken Pizza...Medium - $16.50, Large - 
$17.50 
Chicken Parmigiana Pizza...Medium - $17.50, Large 
- $18.50 
Brooklyn Pizza (Sicilian-Style thin-crust square) 
Large-$14.25 
Margherita Pizza...Medium-$13.00, Large-$15.00

Also available: Pollo (chicken), Vitello (Veal), Pesce (Seafood), Baked 
dishes, Pasa, Pasta Speciales, Stuffed pizza, Calzone, Strombolis, 

Instacandela Lunch Menu and Pary Menu. 



BEETHOVEN may have been 
unaware of  the standing ova-
tion he received when his Ninth 
Symphony was first performed, 

but Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
hopes to hear the sound of  hands 
clapping reverberate from the walls of  
Carnegie Hall. 

The Westminster Symphonic 
Choir heads back to Carnegie Hall on 
Feb. 3 to perform Beethoven’s Ninth 
Symphony with the West-Eastern 
Divan Orchestra. This is the 38th time 
the choir has performed this iconic 
piece.

Composed when he was completely 
deaf, Beethoven’s Ninth Symphony is 
generally considered one of  the greatest 
symphonies and was the first of  its kind 
to use voices. It features choral portions 
of  Frederich Schiller’s poem “An die 
Freude” — the familiar “Ode to Joy.” 

This is the first time WCC will 
perform with the West-Eastern Divan 
Orchestra, according to Anne Sears, 
WCC’s director of  external affairs. The 
orchestra is composed of  musicians 
from Israel, Palestine and other Middle 
Eastern countries and described as “a 
human laboratory that can express to 

the whole world how to cope with each 
other” according to The Independent.

“The whole idea of  this orchestra 
was founded around the idea of  trying 
to bridge cultures for music,” Sears 
said. 

The Symphonic Choir will partici-
pate in the fourth movement, which 
melds the choir, four soloists, brass, 
woodwinds, percussion and strings. The 
vocal range of  the piece is a challenge, 
especially for sopranos and tenors, 
according to senior vocal performance 
major and tenor Orin Strunk. 

“Although the music is beautiful, 
Beethoven didn’t really care in which 
[singing] range he wrote,” Orin said. 
“It’s really extreme. There are really 
high notes, really low notes. He didn’t 
expect a singer to be good enough to be 
able to do what he needed to do.”

The music’s cadence and dialect also 
present challenges for the choir, accord-
ing to senior vocal performance major 
and soprano Cherisse Williams. 

“It’s a little nerve-wracking because, 
especially with this piece, it’s very 
rhythmic and it’s not in our native 
tongue,” Williams said. 

Rehearsals have yet to start, but the 
Symphonic Choir will practice with 

Dr. Joe Miller, professor of  conducting, 
but perform with Daniel Barenboim, 
conductor for the West-Eastern Divan 
Orchestra. Each conductor brings out 
something different in the vocalists, 
according to Strunk.

“Dr. Miller usually takes a more 
technical approach in just making 
sure we know our notes, our rhythms, 
the pronunciation, the dialect of  a 
language,” Strunk said. “The other 
conductor comes in and brings out the 
feeling, emotion and passion of  the 
choir.”

Williams also enjoys the various 

ways conductors handle the same piece 
of  music. 

“It’s great to see the conductor’s 
approach to how to take the music, the 
storyline behind it because every piece 
has a story,” she said.

Though tickets offered through 
Rider for students are sold out, they 
can still be ordered at Carnegie Hall’s 
website. Prices range from $17 to $120.

Contact this writer at 
stengelr@theridernews.com
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The historic Carnegie Hall will welcome back the Westminster Symphonic Choir on Feb. 3.

Symphonic Choir 
goes to Carnegie
By Rachel Stengel

THE method behind baking 
a cake can be compared 
to that of  creating a 
musical. Of  course the 

latter is much more difficult, 
but both require time and 
labor, and both are given to 
others to critique once they are 
finished.

Normally the two have 
nothing to do with each other, 
but in Mixing Bowls, senior 
English and secondary educa-
tion major Nicky Singer’s 
original one-act musical, 
baking and acting are mixed 
together to create a confron-
tational and challenging take 
on family relationships and 
personal struggles.

The play, performed in the 
Spitz Theater on Saturday, 
did not have the typical 
song-and-dance arrangement 
with elaborate costumes and 
detailed sets that musicals are 

known for; instead it focused 
on the five students who acted 
as the main characters and 
lesser characters, as well. 
Referred to as a staged read-
ing, limited props were used 
by the actors and the narrator 
(Jenny Scudder, assistant direc-
tor of  the Student Success 
Center) and music director, 
Brent Johnson, were placed in 
the middle of  the stage.

Singer’s musical has no 
issue pushing boundaries and 
does so through raw dialogue 
(the language in the bakery 
during the opening sequence 
is comparable to a Quentin 
Tarantino film) and a shock-
ingly intense rape scene. These 
controversial qualities carry 
the realness of  the musical 
to the next level and force 
the audience to react to the 
difficult events that take place 
before their eyes.

It is impossible to deny that 

the rape scene was successful 
in both making the audience 
uncomfortable and show-
ing how invested the actors 
were in the characters they 
portrayed.

Nervous laughter could be 
heard during the five-minute 
nightmarish memory, espe-
cially when Ashley (sophomore 
musical theater and speech/
interpersonal communication 
double major Aleaha Jones), 
the victim, ran to individu-
als in the crowd, pleading for 
help. It evoked an emotional 
response from the audience, 
some of  whom struggled to 
watch such a raw incident 
unfold.

Despite such awkward 
responses from the audience, 
the male (a minor character 
played by sophomore musi-
cal theater major Travis 
Przybylski) refused to let up, 
proceeding to throw Ashley 
onto a table, push her dress 
up and take off  his own pants 
while his face filled with deter-
mination and rage.

Although a rape scene is 
never a desirable sequence 
to watch or act out, it drives 
this particular plot, giving the 
musical a reason to continue. 
Before the emotional scene, 
which is staged as a memory 
but takes place on New Year’s 
Eve in the bathroom at a party, 
there is very limited character 
development.

However, after such a seri-
ous issue occurs and Ashley’s 

resulting pregnancy is finally 
brought forth, the charac-
ters are required to react 
immediately.

Through these reactions, 
the true colors of  each char-
acter show through and the 
reasons behind the tumultuous 
relationships between certain 
characters are finally revealed. 
Big personalities are evident 
from the get-go, but the audi-
ence is kept at a distance from 
each individual’s emotions 
until they are asked to respond 
to Ashley’s news.

Singer’s unapologetic atti-
tude toward theater challenges 
any preconceived notions of  
what a musical must be like. 
The one-act musical ends 
abruptly, but through brief  
interactions between the 
audience and the actors — in 
one scene a minor character 

played by Przybylski chooses 
random audience members 
and asks them to buy mixing 
bowls —the musical keeps the 
audience on its toes from start 
to finish.

In the end, it is true that 
Mixing Bowls would benefit 
positively from deeper char-
acter development and a 
smoother ending, but it has the 
foundation to grow. Although 
it’s hard to describe the musi-
cal in 600 words, it definitely 
pushes the boundaries of  
theater and grabs ahold of  the 
audience’s emotions, refusing 
to let go until the final curtain 
— no matter how mixed up 
and uncomfortable the story-
line gets. 

Contact this writer at 
veenstran@theridernews.com

By Nicole Veenstra

Student-directed Mixing Bowls elicits mixed emotions

Each character is introduced during the opening scene. Pictured left to right: 
Travis Przybylski, Ethan Levy, Aleaha Jones, Alexa Lauri and Dani Pierce.

John (Ethan Levy) and Ashley (Aleaha Jones) argue after she tells him about 
her pregnancy, without revealing the trauma behind it.
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“THE end of  the world is 
coming,” Australian 
Prime Minister 
Julia Gillard said on 

Tuesday. “It turns out the Mayan 
calendar was true. Whether the 
final blow comes from flesh-
eating zombies, demonic hell 
beasts or from the total triumph 
of  K-Pop, if  you know one thing 
about me, it’s this: I will always 
fight for you to the very end.”

The viral video is a com-
mercial for Triple J’s Breakfast 
Show, a morning radio program 
in Australia. Although it is a 
spoof  of  the hysteria surround-
ing Dec. 21 and the predicted 
Apocalypse, some countries are 
not taking the matter lightly. 

There are various ideas 
about how the world will end, 
ranging from giant solar flares 
to strange planetary alignments 
to the collision of  the hypotheti-
cal planet Nibiru (sometimes 
referred to as Planet X) with 
Earth, according to NASA’s 
question-and-answer page titled 
“Beyond 2012: Why the World 
Won’t End.” The most common 
theory, however, involves the 
Mayan calendar.

The long-count calendar 
created by the Mayan people 
divides time into cycles called 
Bak’tuns, according to National 
Geographic’s website. The 13th 
Bak’tun ends on Dec. 21, after 
almost 400 years, but the calen-
dar resets itself  instead of  con-
tinuing to the 14th cycle. The 
main source of  this information 
comes from a stone tablet on a 
monument in Mexico, though 
the hieroglyphics are partially 
damaged. The scholars who 

translated the stone originally 
thought it might be prophetic, 
as it made mention of  a god 
descending at the end of  
Bak’tun 13. They recently revis-
ited the translation and decided 
it likely serves as a dedication of  
the monument.

Archaeologists also discov-
ered the workroom of  a Mayan 
scribe in 2011, according to 
another article from National 
Geographic titled ”Unprecedented 
Maya Mural Found, Contradicts 
2012 ‘Doomsday’ Myth.” 
Inside, they found a lunar table 
and an object known as a ring 
number, which was used to help 
establish a base date for plan-
etary cycles. The calculations 
span nearly 7,000 years in the 
future, contradicting the idea of  
an apocalypse.

These findings have not 
calmed the general public, 
however. According to The New 
York Times, countries like France, 
Russia and the U.S. have issued 
official statements that the world 
will not end this year, hoping to 
quell the fears of  panicked citi-
zens. Alongside the NASA page 
that addresses the main rumors 
(and asks, “Where is the sci-
ence? Where is the evidence?”), 
usa.gov posted a blog meant 
for children and teenagers. The 
blog states, “The world will not 
end on Dec. 21, 2012 or any 
day in 2012,” and adds a fright-
ening statistic: Senior scientist at 
NASA David Morrison, known 
for answering questions about 
astrobiology from the general 
public, receives messages at 
least once a week from children 
or teens who say they are ill or 
contemplating suicide because 

of  the possibility of  the world 
ending.

This does not seem to be the 
feeling at Rider, though. Jessica 
Canose, a senior Spanish major 
who researched the origins of  
the Mayan prediction for her 
From Colonies to Nations class, 
feels confident that the world 
will not end in the near future.

“The end of  the cycle is not 
supposed to be an end — it’s 
supposed to be a new begin-
ning,” she said. “Sometimes 
they cite it as social change 
or new revolutionary lead-
ers. They’re generally positive 
things. I think it’s just hype.”

Recent Rider graduate Amar 
Kapadia, ’12, feels similarly.

“It’s nothing but ignorance 
on many people’s parts,” 
he wrote on The Rider News 
Facebook page. “Just because 
the Mayan calendar ended on a 
certain date doesn’t mean that 
the Mayans actually predicted 

the end of  the world on that 
exact date. I’m very sure the 
world will still be spinning and 
humanity and other species will 
be thriving well into 2013 and 
beyond.”

Regardless of  people’s con-
fidence that humanity will live 
to see Dec. 22, once Doomsday 
hits, many will still be a bit more 
cautious than usual, according 
to Canose.

“I think people get caught up 
in the sentiment,” she said. “I 
do too, actually — I’m scared of  
everything. I think I’m going to 
stay home that day.”

The band R.E.M. once sang 
that it’s the end of  the world 
as we know it, but as Dec. 21 
approaches, the world is not 
feeling fine.

Contact this writer at 
eiermanne@theridernews.com
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Arts&Entertainment
Is it the end of the world as we know it?
By Emily Eiermann

“If  the world was really coming to an end, 
I would make sure I was with my family 
and friends. I would also try to do every-
thing on my bucket list if  I had time.”

-Tara Ballay, freshman elementary 
education and psychology major

Students react to the impending ending
“If  the world was ending, I’d probably 
spend every last cent to my name and buy 
whatever I wanted, and then spend as 
much time as possible with my girlfriend 
and family.”

- Grant Dula, freshman secondary 
education and history major

“If  the world was really going to end, I 
would finish exams, fly to some beautiful 
island, build a hut and live off  coconuts 
until it happened and that’s the honest 
truth.”

-Cassi Ettman, freshman business 
administration major

“I would take a trip to the Bahamas and 
sit on the beach and watch the world end.”

-Andrew Kettmann, sophomore 
multimedia and web design major

“I would probably go back home to 
California and say goodbye to all my 
friends and family and then I would go on 
a huge trip with my mom to wherever I 
could, just to blow a bunch of  money.”

- Janine Loutzenhiser, freshman radio and 
TV major

“I think I would reach out to as many peo-
ple, friends or anyone I’ve come in contact 
with over the years and just be completely 
honest with them, for good or bad. After 
that, I’d go home and spend time with my 
family and hope the end doesn’t hurt.”

- Charles Rotunno, junior elementary 
education major

The myth that the Mayan calendar ends in 2012 has been recently debunked with 
evidence indicating that the calendar extends for another 7000 years, approximately.
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Predicted 
apocalypses 
in history
634 Romans feared that 
the city would be destroyed 
in the 120th year of its 
founding.

First century Early 
Christians expected Jesus to 
return for the rapture within 
one generation of his death.

1000 Pope Sylvester II 
predicted the end of the 
world on the first day of this 
year.

1284: Pope Innocent III 
predicted that the world 
would end 666 years after 
the rise of Islam.

1600 Martin Luther 
predicted the end of the 
world would happen before 
this year.

1757 Emanuel Swedenborg 
said that the Last Judgement 
occurred in the spiritual 
world.

1874 The Bible Student 
Movement and Seventh-day 
Adventists predicted the 
end.

1901 The Catholic Apostolic 
Church claimed that Jesus 
would return when the last 
founding member died.

1941 Jehovah’s Witnesses 
branched from the Bible 
Student Movement and 
continued the tradition.

1969 Charles Manson 
predicted the start of an 
apocalyptic race war.

1997 The leader of the 
Heaven’s Gate cult and 38 
of his followers committed 
mass suicide to board the 
alleged spacecraft trailing 
the Hale-Bopp comet.

1999 Seventh-day 
Adventists, Charles 
Bertlitz, Nostradamus and 
The Amazing Criswell all 
predicted the end.

2000 Approximately 20 
separate sources claimed 
that the world would end in 
a Y2K craze.

2012 People interpret the 
supposed ‘ending’ of the 
Mayan calendar to indicate 
this.
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Editorial

The ups and downs 
of fall semester
WITH the semester coming to 

an end and finals looming 
just around the corner, it’s 
important to look at how 

far Rider has come over the past 
few months. The campus has seen 
the good, the bad and the ugly since 
September.

Fall began with some big 
changes to the dining facilities. 
The renovations took a bit longer 
than expected, but students were 
eventually treated to a new and 
improved Daly’s and Cranberry’s 
and brand-new additions of  Subway 
and Andrew J’s. Although these 
changes weren’t fully implemented 
until a couple of  weeks after move-in 
day, they were well received by the 
student body.

These facilities were soon left 
nearly deserted, however, whenHur-
ricane Sandy fell on New Jersey’s 
front lawn, leaving much of  the state 
devastated, particularly the coast. 
Power outages and wind and flood 
damages swept through the state. 
Westminster was left without power 
for days and both campuses were 
closed for a week. The university 
did an excellent job of  preparing 
for the storm; between encouraging 
students to return home if  possible, 
providing constant updates on the 
state of  the campus and clearing up 
the relatively minimal debris in a 
timely manner, there was little room 
for criticism. Though it shortened 
the semester and left some professors 
scrambling to revise their syllabi, the 
administration proved that the wel-
fare of  the students and all members 
of  the community comes first.

The state had little time to 
recover, however, as the presidential 
election was right around the corner. 
The university included a shuttle to 
and from the polls for Rider stu-
dents, providing easy access to vot-
ing stations (and allowing little room 
for excuses for not exercising their 
right to vote). Obama was re-elected 
to his second term in office, and 
the bond referendum was passed in 

New Jersey, earning Rider anywhere 
between $2 million and $4 million, 
according to Ben Dworkin, the 
director of  the Rebovich Institute 
for New Jersey Politics. Compared 
to The College of  New Jersey, which 
will receive $25 million, the amount 
seems minuscule, but it will be 
enough to improve some of  the aca-
demic facilities on campus. No plans 
have been announced yet regarding 
how to use the funds. 

The Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC) was criticized this 
semester upon announcing that 
J. Cole would be the fall concert 
performer. After Sean Kingston in 
2009, Jason Derulo in 2010 and 
Lupe Fiasco in 2011, students were 
left grumbling about the pattern of  
male solo artists. According to Nick 
Barbati, coordinator of  Campus 
Life, funding and time restraints 
restricted SEC’s ability to find 
artists in the pop or rock groups, 
which placed first and second, 
respectively, in a student poll. The 
sold-out concert was received with 
mixed reviews; however, opening act 
Miguel was recently nominated for a 
Grammy for Song of  the Year with 
his track “Adorn,” earning SEC and 
Rider some cred.

The Student Government 
Association (SGA) also made strides 
in the Rider community. In an effort 
to better unite the campus, the 
“R House” campaign was imple-
mented. Throughout the month of  
November, students could collect the 
four pins in the spirit button series 
and be entered to win an iPad at the 
Holiday Lighting Ceremony. SGA 
also brought back the winter lights 
to Moore Library after two years 
of  darkness, adding a little holiday 
cheer to the long weeks of  finals, 
although the number of  lights seems 
to have dwindled since 2009. 

It has been a roller coaster of  a 
semester, and we at The Rider News 
wish everyone a safe and happy 
winter break.

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by 
Executive Editor Emily Eiermann.

Opinion

THE aroma of  gingerbread and cinnamon is filling the air. You can taste the delec-
table cookies baking in the oven and feel the drop in temperature as the weather 
turns icy; these are big signs the holiday season is upon us again. 

This year, my family and I are taking a familiar trip to New York to see the 
Christmas tree in Rockefeller Center. Some people may view this adventure with 
a negative outlook: standing in the midst of  a crowd of  thousands from around 
the world, usually in freezing temperatures, just to look at a tree. But it’s so much 
more than that: It makes us aware that cheer and holiday spirit are also in the air. 
Rockefeller Plaza is home to the famous ice skating rink complete with couples 
holding hands, families with children frolicking around and most importantly, hot 
chocolate. 

This year’s tree is an 80-foot Norway Spruce from Mount Olive, N.J., which is 
not far from New York, according to the Rockefeller Center website. The notable 
story behind this year’s tree is that it survived Hurricane Sandy. While watching 
replays of  disturbing images after Sandy ripped through the East Coast, not many 
people can say they got away unscathed. Thankfully, this year’s Rockefeller Center 
Christmas tree, while normally an iconic symbol of  the holiday spirit, means 

Junior Experience

Christmas spirit
survives Sandy 
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Year’s end is neither an end nor a beginning 
but a going on, with all the wisdom 
that experience can instill in us.”

Hal Borland
american autHor, journalist

Opinion
 Holiday Face-off

The struggle for sensible season’s greetings 
WHAT does Christmas mean to you? For some, it 

is considered to be one of  the greatest events 
in human history — the birth of  Christ. To 
others, it’s a day when kids lie awake in excite-

ment and wait for some jolly old man in a red suit to 
pass over their houses and leave presents under the tree 
(or your father in a Christmas suit who manages to trick 
you into thinking that Santa is real). For others still, it’s 
a time when families enjoy each other’s company and 
celebrate that they’ve made it through another year. 

I don’t mean to be sentimental — I blame all of  that on Christmas cheer — 
but the point I’m trying to make is that Christmas means something different 
to everyone. It’s not just a singular idea, so replacing the greeting with “Happy 
Holidays” seems rather pointless.

I understand the reasoning behind it: Not everyone is Christian and many 
don’t even celebrate the holiday. “Happy Holidays” is used as a generic greet-
ing so that no one feels left out or even offended by the suggestion that every 
American is a Christian. 

However, isn’t the most stunning thing about our country the fact that it’s 
home to a variety of  different cultures and religions? I realize it’s for that very 
reason that people are calling for “Happy Holidays” to be exclusively used in 
public settings. Yet the fact that we’re a mixing pot of  all these various cultures is 
why I think we should allow “Merry Christmas” to stick around. 

This is not a call for people to stop whining or a suggestion that Christmas is 
the superior holiday; rather, I’m arguing that because Christmas is, for better or 
worse, an integral part of  our American culture, and it’s a culture that is cer-
tainly worth celebrating rather than hiding from out of  fear that someone might 
get upset. And why stop there? Why not have retailers use “Happy Kwanzaa,” 
“Happy Hanukkah” or any other religious greeting? If  we’re going to recognize 
that we are a multicultural society, then I think we should stop being so afraid of  
offending someone and celebrate this fact.

I realize I’m talking in a highly idealized fashion and the issue here is far more 
complicated than something that can be contained in a mere editorial article. But 
I think there is some truth to this and using “Happy Holidays” serves the exact 
opposite of  its purpose; it morphs and blends all these cultures into this homog-
enized blob that can easily be sold to anyone. 

Ultimately, it’s all about family and love regardless of  what you believe in, and 
some of  that reading gets lost in “Happy Holidays.” So again I ask: What does 
Christmas mean to you? 

-Chris Exantus
Senior journalism major

“IT’S the most wonderful time of  the year,” or so 
they say. To me, the holiday season is one of  the 
most stressful times, and it’s far from wonder-
ful. There’s always so much to do, whether it’s 

buying presents for loved ones, cooking huge meals or 
accommodating family members for the holiday; the list 
seems as if  it’s never ending. 

The holidays are an extremely important time for 
stores. They’ll do anything to get people to come in 
and buy their merchandise, such as crazy Black Friday 

deals, extreme markdowns or an endless supply of  coupons. Many stores like to 
get into the spirit of  the holidays by decorating for Christmas, but some say that 
this isn’t fair. There’s more than one holiday this time of  year, hence why they are 
referred to as “the holidays.” 

If  everyone doesn’t celebrate Christmas, then why do stores only decorate for 
that holiday and specifically wish everyone a “Merry Christmas?” 

There has been much debate about whether it’s proper to wish someone a 
“Merry Christmas” or “Happy Holidays.” If  you think about it, it’s a gamble. It’s 
possible to wish people a Merry Christmas and unfortunately having to deal with 
the awkward moment with them replying that they don’t celebrate the holiday. 

It’s quite easy for the awkward situation to be avoided: Cover all the bases and 
simply wish someone a happy holiday. This especially goes for all the retailers. 
Stores are all about making money off  holiday shoppers and the last thing they 
want is a potential customer skipping their store because they are offended by its 
Christmas decorations and greetings. 

Nowadays, people are easily offended by anything. Religion and what oth-
ers celebrate around this time of  year are a few things that can raise defenses. 
Obviously, Christmas is one of  the most popular holidays, and more people 
celebrate it compared to other holidays like Hanukkah or Kwanzaa. If  a store 
chooses to wish all of  its customers a happy holiday rather than a more specific 
“Merry Christmas” or “Happy Hanukkah,” it can avoid offending anyone. 

Regardless of  whether a person or store says “Merry Christmas” or “Happy 
Holidays,” someone somewhere is going to have something to say about it. It’s 
very hard to please everyone; therefore, if  there was any doubt of  what you 
would say, you can’t go wrong with “Happy Holidays.”

So the next time you feel like spreading some holiday joy, make sure you wish 
someone a “Happy Holiday,” to make sure they stay cheerful. 

-Danielle Gittleman 
Sophomore journalism major

something a little 
more to those affected 
by the “superstorm.” 
It can be considered a 
beacon of  hope that 
rebuilding is possible, 
although it may seem 
out of  reach at the 
moment. 

The tree was 
picked to be on 
display before the 
storm even hit, and 
it managed to come 
away with minimal damage. 

The Daily Mail Reporter quoted donor Joseph Balku as saying, “I kept going out-
side during the night. I lost two trees, an oak and an evergreen, but the big tree was 
tied up for protection.” Even Sandy couldn’t damper this donor’s determination. 

Anyone can see the tree on TV, but it is really special to see in person. Thanks to 
the convenience of  its location, we have the opportunity to see it every year, some-
times more than once. But there are people who have never gone. There’s no way 
to describe the anticipation when you’re walking down Fifth or Sixth Avenue, right 
before you turn that corner, and then you see the lights, crowds and decorations. It’s 
surreal.  

As witnessed since recovery started, the true sense of  the meaning of  the sea-
son has emerged. Strangers, neighbors and families have all put forward their best 
efforts toward rebuilding and extending a hand out for those who truly need it. This 
year, many people have the opportunity to reflect on recent events and be excep-
tionally grateful for all aspects of  their lives. 

The Christmas tree originated centuries ago in Germany and since has sym-
bolized many different things for different people over the years. This year it is a 
symbol of  optimism to all and a reminder that we can overcome any devastation 
and rebuild to become stronger than we were before.  

-Nicole Cortese
Junior journalism major

Tree
CONT’D FROM P. 10

YOU spend 30 dollars here on a video game for your brother, 40 bucks there 
for those earrings your sister hinted at; sure, they are things you know your 
family would enjoy and use, but how does your bank account feel about these 
purchases and how does the disappearing money affect the rest of  your winter 

break?
Buying gifts for family and friends around the holidays can seriously put a dent 

in your savings or what little you have to begin with; let’s be real, we are only col-
lege students. No matter the price, we feel obligated annually to give gifts to loved 
ones who will be giving to us in return. 

We are not in the same place financially as some others in our life, so it’s hard 
for us to put up the cash for all the gifts we would like to buy people. Although it 
can feel like a struggle, it shouldn’t be a hardship that plagues our minds during the 
holiday season — we have plenty of  final exams and papers already on the brain.

A present’s price shouldn’t determine how much we are actually willing to give 
back to the people we love. Instead, we should really keep in mind this winter that it 
is the thought behind the gift that counts, not the price tag. 

In order to accomplish this, there are a few things you can do. First, you can 
start by looking at websites and stores with discounts, such as amazon.com or stores 
like Marshalls and T.J. Maxx, which have name-brand items for cheaper than retail 
stores. 

Even the Rider Bookstore can be a great place to find deals for presents. By 
attending a basketball game you get a 20 percent-off  coupon on the back of  your 
ticket for the bookstore and there are always things on 
sale. It is definitely worth it to look around for a price 

Editor’s Corner
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This year’s Rockefeller Tree stands tall and represents hope after Sandy

➠ SEE HOLIDAY DEALS
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THROUGH DEC 24TH

BUY YOURS
TODAY!
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JUST$89993 VISIT CARD

MOUNTAIN CREEK’S TRIPLE PLAY 
IS STILL THE BEST DEAL ON LIFT TICKETS

IN THE REGION.

MAKES A GREAT

GIFT!

Student Outlooks

What’s on your end-of-the-world bucket list? 
WITH the possibility of  the world ending on Dec. 

21, I have the perfect idea for what I would do. 
I would try to establish myself  as some sort of  
hero who would claim to have the ability to 

save the world. 
All I would need is everyone to donate money, cars, 

valuables and whatever else to me. When the world 
doesn’t end on Dec. 21, I have my argument for keep-

ing the valuables that were given to me — I saved everyone’s lives, didn’t I?
But on a serious note, if  the world was truly going to end on Dec. 21, I would 

just try to have as much fun with my friends and family as I could. Maybe I would 
even attempt some new extremes that I have never tried before. 

I would spend a whole day on campus in pajamas, from that morning until 
night. I would go out and spend all my money on stuff  normally seen as unnec-
cessary. If  the world’s going to end, I’m not going to have much of  a future, am I? 
Maybe I would even try to go bungee jumping. OK, maybe not that far.

I’m only saying all this because I really do not think the world will end on that 
day. Everyone who does needs to take a chill pill. 

Yes, we’ve had weird weather and catastrophes recently, but it’s merely a coin-
cidence, or as some say, global warming. Honestly, I don’t think we have anything 
to worry about. Now 2036, on the other hand, is a different story.

-Tom Albano
Freshman journalism major

I’D like to think that if  the world were ending, I would 
participate in all types of  anarchy. I would smash open 
the windows of  an Apple store, throw gasoline onto the 
expensive pieces of  technology and watch them burn 

to worthless dust.
If  I knew the world was ending, I’d like to take some 

illicit drugs that I would never do, like some molly and 
I’d rave psychotically to electric dance music. 

I would like to think I would do these things, but honestly, I can picture myself  
sitting at home, holding my dog while my mother wraps a blanket around us.

How exactly are we supposed to die anyway? Is it going to hurt? Should I duck 
and cover? Is Australia going to cease to exist 16 hours before we do?

I think the best way to go out would to be at Times Square in New York. 
Millions of  strangers would be standing together, accepting one another and 
holding hands. We would all sing “Don’t Stop Believin’” by Journey simultane-
ously. I think I would be so into singing the song with the people, I would forget 
that our time on Earth was going to end and I wouldn’t be scared at all. I think 
it would be cool in the last few minutes of  Earth’s existence to have everyone at 
peace with each other. It would be two minutes of  flawlessness. Then everything 
would go blank, the song would end and we would all be in either the worst pain 
of  our lives, or our lives would end end so fast we wouldn’t have time to hold our 
breaths or close our eyes.     -Paige McAtee

Senior journalism major

IT happens to everyone. You get in your car, 
realize the tank is almost empty and an 
unplanned stop at the gas station is needed. 
With the price of  gas fluctuating, who can 

afford to dish out the big bucks continually? If  
you can empathize, an electric or hybrid car may 
be for you.

There are constant debates among consumers 
over whether hybrid or electric vehicles are the 
most efficient. Car companies around the world 
are working to be the first to release the latest 
car technology that will change the way people 
drive, which could impact the most pressing 
environmental issue we have ever seen — global 
warming. 

Rider is doing its part to promote the hybrid 
lifestyle. The WeCar car-share program offered 
at Rider has two hybrid vehicles. The hosts of  
107.7 The Bronc’s “Sustainable You” show, 
juniors and digital media majors Emily Mazzio 
and Sabrina Safran even got to test drive a plug-
in Toyota Prius and learn about its benefits.

Hybrids offer efficient driving technology that 
save you a lot of  money. The Prius, the most suc-
cessful and top-selling hybrid car, is one popular 
option. According to Toyota’s website, hybrid 
cars such as this one combine a fuel-efficient 
gas engine as well as an electric motor powered 
by batteries that automatically recharge while 
driving. 

What else makes hybrid vehicles so “green”? 
According to eartheasy.com, not only do they 
have smaller and more economical engines, but 
they also utilize regenerative braking, meaning 
the electric motor slows the car down and also 
acts as a generator that powers the batteries. 
These cars are super aerodynamic, have narrow, 

stiff  tires to reduce drag and are built with light-
weight materials. Hybrids also have extended 
their technology to plug-in cars. These can be 
plugged into home outlets and charge when they 
are not in use. However, these are not the only 
efficient cars available.

Did you know that there’s an electric car 
made right here in the U.S. that won Motor 
Trend’s “Car of  the Year” award for 2013? The 
Tesla Model S is the first electric car to ever win 
this prestigious award. 

Like hybrids, electric cars are also powered 
by electric motors and rechargeable batter-
ies. According to the website fueleconomy.gov, 
electric vehicles convert about 59 percent to 62 
percent of  the electrical energy from the grid to 
the wheel, compared to gasoline vehicles con-
verting about 17 percent to 21 percent. Electric 
cars emit no tailpipe pollutants and reduce our 
dependency on fossil fuels. 

Other car companies such as Mitsubishi, 
Chevrolet, Fisker Karma and Nissan have all 
developed competitive electric car models. And 
with gas prices rising to almost $4 per gallon in 
New Jersey, going hybrid can help you save an 
enormous amount of  money. The Prius saves 
the driver at least $900 a year in operating costs 
and the Chevy Volt can potentially save between 
$1,300 and $1,500 per year, according to their 
websites.

To learn more about alternative vehicles and 
ways to drive sustainably, students can attend the 
Green Film Revenge of  the Electric Car on Monday 
and Tuesday at 7 p.m. in Sweigart 115.

-Jillian Spratt 
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Green Corner

All charged up to drive electric 

worth paying before shelling out every dollar you have to 
your name.

An even more cost-efficient route would be to create 
your own gift for that special someone. When making a 
present from scratch, the possibilities of  what you can 

do are endless. Head on down to the local Michaels or other art supply stores and go all out, grabbing 
a bunch of  things you can use. You don’t always have to start from nothing; you can buy an item to 
decorate or personalize. Not only will you save money, but you’ll also add a personal touch to the gift 
you’re giving.

When it comes to the holiday season, we all feel the need to give to those who have given so much to 
us, but it doesn’t always have to be detrimental to our bank accounts. 

-Kristy Grinere
Opinion editor

Holiday deals
CONT’D FROM P. 11
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Small headline about this week’s hot story
OFFICIENDANT. RO VOLOREHENT 
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suns mo to tent fuga. Ut vella im quam essi 
omnis dolum

Contact This Writer at Sportswriter@rider.edu
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Men’s Basketball 

Rider looking to lay the sMAACdown 

Nurideen Lindsey averages 14 points a game for the Broncs. 

By Cristiana Votta

COMING off  a 75-66 victory 
over Drexel (2-5), the men’s 
basketball team (5-4) shoots 
for two wins in its first week-

end of  conference play. The Broncs 
play tonight at 7 against Siena (2-6) 
and home against Fairfield (4-4) at 
noon on Sunday to kick off  their 
MAAC season.  

A fluctuating non-conference 
record helped tell the Broncs 
where they stood 
as a unit 
and where 
there was 
room for 
improve-
ment. 

“We’ve 
learned a lot [in 
non-conference 
games],” junior 
guard Nurideen 
Lindsey said. “It was good for us 
to go against the teams we played 
in non-conference to see where we 
stand as a team overall. It’s given 
us a lot of  confidence to take into 
conference play. It’s helped us as a 
team by making us work harder.”

Head Coach Kevin Baggett also 
felt that the team made the best of  
its non-conference schedule.

“I think that we’ve learned 

to get better and play together,” 
Baggett said. “We look better 
defensively. We are looking to get 
better as a team every day. We 
aren’t worried about any particu-
lar opponent, just looking to get 
better as a team and as individual 
players.”   

The Broncs have made some 
changes that they hope will lead to 
future success.

“The games we’ve won have 
been our 
best defen-
sive games,” 
Lindsey 
said. 
“Staying 
consistent 
defensively 
and build-
ing on the 
way we 
play when 

we’re doing what’s working will be 
another key to us having con-
ference success. Defense is our 
identity  — it’s been working for 
us.”

The Broncs have played many 
away games that have taught them 
skills that they will utilize in games 
such as the one tonight. 

“Playing on the road in hostile 
environments has helped us learn 

how to stick together and battle 
through adversity,” sophomore for-
ward Emerson Bursis said.  

Although Baggett isn’t for mak-
ing projections, he feels that if  the 
Broncs continue to get better, they 
will find success.

“I’m not a predictor; my whole 
thing is just making sure that we 
get better, that we defend, play 
smart with the ball and play as a 
team,” Baggett said. “We will give 
ourselves a chance to win it this 
way. What I’m happiest about is 
that we’ve been in all nine games 
and have given ourselves a chance 
to win. That’s something that 
makes any head coach happy.”

Heading into the first weekend 
of  conference games, no major 
changes will be made. 

“The lineup will stay the same 
as it was for the Drexel game,” 
Baggett said. “We are just going 
to continue to get better; it’s as 
simple as that.”  

This weekend creates a new 
start for the team to achieve its 
objectives. 

“Our goal is to continue to 
come together as a team, have fun 
and to hopefully win a MAAC 
championship,” Bursis said.  

Contact this writer at 
vottac@theridernews.com

‘‘We aren’t worried about any 
particular opponent, just look-
ing to get better as a team and 
individual players.” 
 Head CoaCH Kevin Baggett
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deficit has been created for those trying to compete in 
the Winter Games, according to Fenlator.

In a four-year Olympic period, Fenlator has spent 
roughly between $100,000 and $200,000 of  her own 

money to keep her Olympic dreams alive.
“Right now I am in a lot of  financial distress,” Fenlator said. “The funding is not 

as extensive as we would like, especially since bobsled is one of  the most expensive 
Olympic sports next to equestrian.”

Because of  her finish on the team earlier in the year, Fenlator has had to pay out of  
pocket for a portion of  the season.

“After team trials, I was actually ranked the third sled on the team, which put me 
as self-funding the first half  of  the season,” Fenlator said. “That is five races: three 
in North America and two in Europe. For me, that’s estimated at $20,000, and that 
doesn’t include my everyday bills such as car insurance, student loans, cell phone and 
Internet. It doesn’t include my training sneakers or supplements. That is just to travel 
with the team.”

Fundraising has been crucial to helping keep her dream alive, but even the money 
coming in from different activities doesn’t come close to the final dollar amount.

“Over the past few years I have worked multiple jobs over the summer,” Fenlator 
said. “I would also fundraise. I was very fortunate to have a great community in Lake 
Placid to help support me when they found out our team wasn’t going to be able to 
fund all the athletes. So we had a spaghetti dinner and another local company had a 
bowling event. In today’s economy and in the sport of  bobsled, people want return 

on their money. It’s very difficult when our sport isn’t popular in the United States 
compared to Germany or Austria — that is their sport. When you go to a race in 
Germany, it is packed. It is like a concert.”

Fenlator also said that she has to purchase her own equipment, which you need 
multiples of, which costs $6,000.

Continuing to fight
As 2014 nears, Fenlator will continue to train and compete in order to stand atop 

the podium as a gold medalist in the Olympic Games.
“There’s a quote that says, ‘It’s not every four years, it’s every day,’” Fenlator 

said. “Not many people know, but an Olympic quad is four years. We train four 
years to compete for that one moment on the world stage for two weeks. It’s every 
day — 365 days a year. I didn’t celebrate Thanksgiving this year and I didn’t cel-
ebrate last year because we are on the road training.Thanksgiving I had to work the 
next day, so I spent it doing a weight lifting session and going to the bobsled track 
and getting my runs in to qualify for the race. It is every day and the regimen is to 
keep your focus on the big picture. It’s a long journey. It seems like a lot of  time but 
it goes by quickly.”

Pasquariello believes that with Fenlator’s work ethic and determination, she will 
be on top sooner rather than later.

“Nobody’s going to outwork Jazmine,” Pasquariello said. “Nobody is going to 
want it more.” 

Contact this writer at pavlakd@theridernews.com 

Fenlator
CONT’D FROM P. 16

Women’s Basketball

Rider prepares for road-tested Army
By Steve Sica

THE women’s basketball team (3-4) returns 
home after playing two games on the road. 
Rider faces Army (8-1) tonight at 7 p.m. in 
Alumni Gym after a successful Brown Clas-

sic run this past weekend. Army is undefeated on 
the road this season. 

The Broncs had a thriving weekend in Rhode 
Island where they beat Brown (3-5). They were one 
win away from winning the Brown Classic, but lost in 
the final game to undefeated Quinnipiac (6-0).

“We had a great experience at Brown,” Head 
Coach Lynn Milligan said. “We went to the tourna-
ment with the goal of  winning it. We fell short of  that 
but we beat a good Brown team to get to the champi-
onship game. Quinnipiac was undefeated and it was a 
good game, but we came up short in the end.”

Milligan felt encouraged that this tournament gave 
her team momentum moving forward. Some of  her 
players received high individual honors this week. 

“We had two players named to the All Tournament 
Team: forward Caitlin Bopp and guard Sironda 
Chambers,” Milligan said. “Sironda was also named 
the MAAC Player of  the Week.” 

Chambers enjoyed the Brown tournament despite 
the loss and felt that it helped her and her team. 

“My experience at the Brown tournament was 
great,” Chambers said. “I had some high expecta-
tions for myself  and the team — to win and have fun. 
Although we fell short, I still had a good time.”

Graduate forward Carleigh Brown used the tourna-
ment as a way to further prepare for MAAC play. 

“I think we learned a lot from that tournament,” 
Brown said. “We have grown as a team. We just need 
to keep making changes and growing as the season 
progresses.”

Moving on from the Brown tournament, Milligan is 
getting her squad ready for tonight.

“We are excited to play Army tonight at home.” 
Milligan said. “The adjustments we are making this 
week are to continue to work on our communication 
and consistency. We feel this will help us offensively 
with empty possessions and defensively to get more 
stops.”

The players also share their coach’s enthusiasm 
about playing Army and heading home again. 

“We are extremely excited for our game tonight,” 
Brown said. “We haven’t had a home game in a 
while and getting to be back in our gym on our floor 
is exciting. We are definitely looking for the win.”

There are a few alterations the Broncs need 
to make before they face off  against Army and 
Milligan’s players are aware of  this. 
“One adjustment that the team will make is 

minimizing turnovers,” Chambers said. “We have 
to protect the ball in order to win ball games. Being 
aggressive on defense will be another adjustment — 
holding Army to 50 points or less will be our goal.” 

With the Broncs performing so well, Milligan 
couldn’t help but think about the future of  her team as 
the season gets closer to MAAC games. 

“So far this season I am excited with our work ethic 
and resolve,” Milligan said. “I am excited to see where 
we are in January and February when we start the 
MAAC portion of  the schedule. December is a great 
month for improvements.” 

‘‘One adjustment that the team will make is 
minimizing our turnovers.” 
 Sironda CHamBerS, guard

Draft Day — Broncs welcome the newest member to the team
Raymond Key poses with Head Coach Barry Davis after being drafted by the Broncs on Nov. 29. Key, who has acute lymphoblastic leukemia, was paired with the Broncs through Team IMPACT. 
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By David Pavlak

IN August of  2011, Hurricane Irene 
left a path of  destruction up and 
down the East Coast. One of  the 
houses that was destroyed during 

the storm belonged to the mother of  
Jazmine Fenlator, ’07. They were home-
less for the next 12 weeks. 

Fenaltor wasn’t at the house that day. 
She wasn’t even in New Jersey. She was 
at a training facility preparing for an 
upcoming race for the U.S. Women’s 
Bobsled Team. As the No.1-ranked U.S. 
bobsled pilot, Fenlator couldn’t make it 
home to help console her family.

“Throughout my journey, I have 
had a lot of  deaths in my family and 
my mom’s house has deteriorated the 
past few years,” Fenlator said. “I wasn’t 
home for any of  that.”

Having to cope with such destruc-
tion at a time when emotions were 
already high was a daunting task for 
Fenlator.

“I sent money home to help my 
mom out, and I came home as soon as 
I could to help prepare things and be 
there for her,” Fenlator said. “When she 
was ill, I drove home in the middle of  
a race to be by her side during surgery. 
When she got out of  surgery, she told 
me, ‘You better get your butt back up 
there because you have a race.’ There 
are a lot of  things that definitely take a 
toll, but what helps an individual really 
get through is having a great support 
system.” 

Now, with personal difficulties 
subsiding, Fenlator and her teammates 
have their sights set on Olympic gold as 
the team prepares for the 2014 Winter 
Games to be held in Sochi, Russia.

Beginnings
Fenlator spent her four years 

at Rider as a member of  the track 
and field team with an emphasis on 
throwing.

As she was nearing the end of  her 
collegiate career, it was safe to say 
bobsledding wasn’t on the mind of  the 
young athlete. Instead, she had her 
focus set on qualifying for the London 
Olympics on the track and field 
team. Change would be in her future, 
however.

Robert Pasquariello, her former 
track and field head coach, was instru-
mental in helping Jazmine begin a new 
phase of  her life.

“He knew I wanted to pursue athlet-
ics past my college career,” Fenlator 
said. “I always talked about going to 
the Olympic Games in track and try-
ing to qualify, so he was going to help 
me do some workouts and a training 
program to try to qualify in London. 
Another coach asked him what I was 
doing and what I was up to, because 
I was a talented athlete, and he men-
tioned bobsled to him. He passed the 
word on to me and said, ‘Hey, maybe 
you should look into this.’” 

Fenlator admitted she originally 
dismissed the idea as she was focusing 
on qualifying for the NCAAs and other 
events.

Since the day Pasquariello came 
into contact with Fenlator, he knew 
she was going to be a prized talent. 

Fenlator, who grew up in Wayne, 
N.J., attended Wayne Valley High 
School. Pasquariello found her there 
on a recruiting visit and the two have 
remained close.

“I knew her physical capabilities,” 
Pasquariello said. “When I read about 
the testing they do for bobsled athletes, 
I knew she would blow them out of  the 
water. I thought it would be a great way 
to keep her juices flowing. She was a 
tremendous thrower at Rider and she 
made it to the national level. But for 
her to continue throwing, it probably 
wouldn’t have happened, just because 
she isn’t big enough. It has nothing to 
with her heart. I thought this would be 
a great way to keep her athletic career 
going and that it was something that 
might interest her.”

Fenlator did not show a real inter-
est in pursuing bobsledding, but 
Pasquariello didn’t want to let the 
opportunity fall to the wayside. Without 
her knowledge, Pasquariello submitted 
her athletic résumé to the United States 
Olympic Committee (USOC). 

“She didn’t know that I had done 
that,” Pasquariello said. “She kind of  
chuckled and referenced the movie Cool 
Runnings, which she likes a lot. She got 
intrigued by it. I told her she had noth-
ing to lose, and to go up there and that 
she might like it.”

Fenlator credited her time at Rider, 
specifically with the track and field 
team, as being instrumental in her suc-
cess as a bobsledder.

“Track and field has a great base, 
whether you’re in the throwing events, 
jumping events or speed events such as 
a sprint,” Fenlator said. “A lot of  the 
athletes on our team have a track and 
field background at some point in their 
athletic career — whether it was in col-
lege or as a high school athlete.”

Even after being away from Rider 
for several years, Fenlator still holds 
Rider records in both indoor and 
outdoor events — indoor shotput throw 
of  48’ 6.75”, indoor 20-pound weight 
toss of  57’ 11.75”, outdoor shotput of  
48’8.25” and outdoor discus of  164’7”.

A national audience
Bobsledding doesn’t have the same 

national appeal or exposure that is 
readily available to other Olympic 
sports. Fenlator feels that this is a key 
reason the sport is not growing in popu-
larity; however, she is optimistic that 
change is possible.

“It isn’t accessible,” Fenlator said. 
“Bobsledding isn’t basketball or volley-
ball or field hockey or any other sport 
that can be offered at a young age and 
offered anywhere. To help expand the 
exposure, we do have Universal Sports 
right now, which is really trying to 
expand other winter sports.”

Recruiting and injuries
Bobsledding doesn’t have a large 

pool of  talent to pick from after the 
current stars are no longer able to 
compete. In order to stay competitive, 
the bobsled team recruits athletes from 
other sports.

“We are always trying to recruit,” 
Fenlator said. “If  we see a lot of  raw 

talent out there in other sports, we 
try and recruit them to come to our 
sport. Lolo Jones and Tianna Madison 
are previous summer Olympians and 
medalists and are on our team now. 
They finished with London and our 
coaches invited them as motivational 
and inspirational talkers, but also to see 
if  they wanted to try it. They did and 
they excelled.”

Jones won indoor national titles in 
2007, 2008 and 2009 in the 60-meter 
hurdles. She was also a gold medalist  
at the World Indoor Championship in 
2008 and 2010. Jones also currently 
holds the U.S. record for the 60-meter 
hurdles with a time of  7.72 seconds.

Similar to Jones, Elana Meyers 
joined the U.S. Bobsledding Team from 
another sport. Originally a member of  
the U.S. Softball Team, Meyers found 
success on the bobsled track after the 
softball program was cut from Olympic 
competition. 

Injuries take place in bobsled-
ding just as much as any other sport. 
Fenlator feels that the risks don’t out-
weigh the reward, though.

“There are always injuries,” Fenlator 
said. “Athletes all know that your time, 
specifically as an Olympian, is very 
limited. Bobsled definitely is risky. I 
was sliding almost 90 miles an hour in 
my last race at the Whistler track. In 
training the day before, we had about 
five crashes in the session just from the 
women’s side. Going at high speeds and 

the possibility of  crashing creates more 
of  a fear for outsiders, but it doesn’t put 
any more weight on us.”

Pasquariello admired Fenlator’s 
courage and ability to put aside any 
fear and continually push herself  to 
become the best in whatever it is she 
sets her mind to.

“If  you’ve ever seen the bobsled up 
close, it is pretty scary,” Pasquariello 
said. “Those girls are going really fast. 
Her hand-eye coordination has to be 
outstanding. I’ve had an opportunity 
to see her race in person, and I’ve seen 
her crash. She has bounced back from 
that to be the No.1 driver right now.”

The ranking is something that sur-
prises Fenlator.

“It’s still kind of  a shock,” Fenlator 
said. “I like to think of  myself  as being 
humble. I am probably harder on 
myself  than any coach could be. I also 
know that being at the top, there are 
people coming for you. I know that my 
teammates are right there as well and 
we are going to push each other to be 
the best.”

Funding your dream
Nothing is ever easy. That includes 

finding the necessary money to keep 
your dream alive year after year. With 
the USOC spending a large portion of  
its budget on 
the summer 
Olympians, 
a large 
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Fenlator pilots life’s struggles and joys 
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Rider graduate Jazmine Fenlator, ’07, is the No. 1 pilot for the U.S. women’s bobsled team.
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