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Sleeping in a cardboard wonderland
 
By Katie Zeck

THE temperatures were cold and 
the ground was hard, but the 
spirit of  caring was warm for over 
50 students who participated in 

Rider’s fourth annual “Sleep Out for 
Homelessness” on the Campus Mall 
Wednesday night. 

According to Jane Sanchez, 
coordinator of  Rider’s Community 
Service Council, the event aims to 
gather students to join in solidarity 
to raise awareness about the issues of  
homelessness.

“There’s no way you could ever feel 
what it’s really like to be homeless,” she 
said. “We don’t want to be insensitive 
to that.”

On Wednesday, the Community 
Service Council announced that the 
event would not take place over night 
— it ended at 12 a.m. instead of  6 a.m. 
— because of  the very low tempera-
tures. However, Sanchez said that this 
did not affect the overall goal of  the 
Sleep Out.

“Despite this change, we wanted 
to make sure that we were following 
through with the efforts our students 
put into the event,” she said. “I think 

students were still able to join in 
the sense of  community. It was fun, 
but we did make a point to have a 
moment of  reverence for the cause of  
homelessness.”

Secondary education and history 
major Chris Werner was on the seven-
person Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness committee. He explained 
what it was like to be a participant of  
the Sleep Out. 

“We were given warm hot chocolate 
and coffee upon arrival as tempera-
tures plunged into the twenties,” he 
said. “Students who were walking by 
came over to the mall to see what was 
going on and we explained that we 
were sleeping outside to be thankful for 
our homes we often take for granted. I 
felt like we spread awareness to an issue 
that was important to my heart and a 
pressing issue in our community.” 

The majority of  the night, which 
was hosted by the Bonner Leadership 
Team — the student leaders which 
oversee the Bonner Community 
Scholars, was 
spent building 
cardboard box 

RIDER students can look forward to a new aca-
demic building on the Westminster campus and a 
sports complex on the Lawrenceville campus — 
both are apart of  the university’s near-term goals, 

according to the chairman of  the Board of  Trustees, 
Gary Shapiro, ’72.

Shapiro participated in a Q&A with The Rider News 
via email to give insight into his background and dis-
cuss the current financial state of  the university.

Does Rider University have a long-term mas-
ter plan and, if  so, how far out does it go? Has 
Rider run out of  room to add new academic 
buildings, dormitories, athletic fields, etc., 
or are there still ways to accommodate more 
facilities? What is the next priority in terms 
of  new construction on the Lawrenceville and 
Westminster campuses? What is the status of  
a new basketball arena and what is a realistic 
estimate for when it might be built?

We certainly have more room to grow as reflected 
in our facilities master plans, specific to each cam-
pus, in support of  the university’s Strategic Plan. In 
addition to our continuing renovation or maintenance 
priorities, the facilities master plans’ near-term goals 
are the construction of  a new academic building on 
the Westminster campus and a sports complex on the 
Lawrenceville campus, both of  which are the focus of  
our current fundraising mini-campaigns. Additional 

priorities include the renovation of  Memorial Hall 
and several other energy-efficiency projects beginning 
next summer, as well as the continued upgrade or 
renovation of  residence halls and academic facilities 
on both campuses. The success of  our fundraising 
mini-campaigns, which rely on donor gifts and are 
making good progress, will 
determine the construction 
timelines.

Arena and WCC academic building 
on the way, board chairman says

Freshman Hannah Bass duct-tapes cardboard boxes together for the annual “Sleep Out for 
Homelessness” event in which 50 students participated on the campus mall Wednesday night.   

Gary Shapiro, the current chairman of Rider’s Board of Trustees, is 
the founding principal of National Financial Companies, LLC.

➠ SEE SHAPIRO
PAGE 2

➠ SEE SLEEP OUT
PAGE 3
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By Melissa Lindley
It’s hard to imagine ever winning a Pulitzer 

Prize for your passion of  photographs when during 
your life, the people who were supposed to support 
you never thought taking pictures was something 
worthwhile. José Galvez did just that, proving his 
family wrong.

Galvez spoke to a small audience of  stu-
dents and faculty in the Sweigart Auditorium on 
Wednesday.  He was a guest speaker for Hispanic 
Heritage Month and presented a gallery of  his 
work prior to his lecture. Galvez discussed how his 
Latino upbringing influenced his photography and 
inspired him to use his art to educate people about 
the community in which he was raised.

Galvez refers to himself  as a street photog-
rapher, taking candid photographs of  everyday 
people doing ordinary things, for over 40 years. 
He has been snapping pictures across the country, 
particularly in his home state 
of  Arizona and throughout ➠ SEE GALVEZ

PAGE 3

Award-winning 
photographer 
shines a light 
on stereotypes

Students brave chilling temperatures,           
connect with realities of  homelessness
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Friday, Nov. 30

Moore Library holiday lighting
8 p.m., Moore Library

Friday, Nov. 30 - Saturday, Dec. 1

Opera: A Midsummer Night’s Dream
8 p.m., Princeton Regional Schools’ Performing Arts 
Center, Princeton High School 

Saturday, Dec. 1

Shuttle to Jackson Premium Outlets
Buses will depart from the BLC at noon, 1:30 p.m., 3 
p.m. and 4:30 p.m.

Song of Youth: Music of China
2 p.m., Westminster Playhouse

Saturday, Dec. 1 - Sunday, Dec. 2

Westminster concert bell choir
4 p.m., Bristol Chapel

Monday, Dec. 3

World AIDS Day lecture 
7 p.m., Cavalla Room

Tuesday, Dec. 4

Rider University Band: winter concert
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater

Wednesday, Dec. 5 - Thursday, Dec. 6

Front Row Step Team: winter showcase
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater

Saturday, Dec. 8

Rider University Choir: holiday concert
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater

C O M I N G  U P. . .N E W S  B R I E F S

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

RIDER is sparking up some holiday 
spirit into its student body with 
the return of  the Moore Library 
lighting ceremony tonight. It 

will also give students an opportu-
nity to donate money to help those 
in the Rider community who were 
affected by Hurricane Sandy. The 
event is being held from 8 to 10 and is 
something the Student Government 
Association (SGA) has been trying 
to get back since the lights used to 
be a staple on Rider’s Lawrenceville 
campus, according to SGA president, 
Lorelei Colbert. The ceremony will 
also feature an ice skating rink and live 
holiday music. 

Mini-fridge flood
A defrosting fridge hampered 

the start of one female resident’s 
Thanksgiving break. 

On Nov. 21 at about 11:20 
a.m., a female staff member from 
Wright Hall alerted Public Safety 
of a water issue within the build-
ing. When the officers arrived, the 
staff member told them that at 
about 9:45 a.m., she found water 
leaking from the ceiling in one of 
the rooms while she was doing 
room inspections. 

She said she notified Facili-
ties as well and they were able 
to enter the room above and dis-
cover that a fridge was unplugged 
and had defrosted, causing the 
water to drip into the room below. 
Public Safety then contacted 
Unicco, who cleaned the room 
as well as the resident’s bedding, 
which was directly under the 
water’s drip.

Urine trouble
 A male staff member in Poyda 

Hall became aware of a few 
unwelcomed surprises on Nov. 20. 

At 1:27 p.m., he told Public 
Safety officers that around 9 a.m., 
he found two soda containers that 
contained suspected urine on the 
floor of one of the hallways. He 
reported that he disposed of both 
of them. The staff member went 
on to say that later in the day, two 
more bottles fill with suspected 
urine were found in the hall-
way. This time, a profanity-filled 
note was attached to one of the 
bottles. 

An investigation of the inci-
dent is ongoing. Anyone with 
additional information is asked to 
contact Public Safety at x5029.
 

Alcohol anonymous
On Nov. 19, a male staff 

member arrived at Public Safety’s 
office at 8:30 a.m. to turn in a 
booze-filled book bag. The staff 
member told the officers that he 
found the bag in the baseball 
fields that morning. Public Safety 
opened the bag and found seven 
unopened beer cans, a wallet and 
other items. There was no cash in 
the wallet, but the officers were 
able to locate an ID. It was later 
discovered that the student who 
owned the wallet was underage. 

Public Safety officers called 
the male student and informed 
him that he could come by Public 
Safety’s office and reclaim most of 
the items except the confiscated 
alcohol. The matter has since been 
referred to the Office of Commu-
nity Standards.
 
 

Page 2

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Freshman Samantha Plant performs in Rider Dance Ensemble’s fall 
recital titled “Home.”  See theridernews.com for a full gallery.
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What are the two or three 
most important areas you 
believe Rider should con-
tinue focusing on to further 
improve its academic perfor-
mance and its reputation? 

As my predecessor, Howard 
Stoeckel, indicated last fall, the 
Board is responsible for overseeing 
implementation of  the Innovation 
Agenda, the successor stage of  the 
Strategic Plan. The Innovation 
Agenda reaffirms the five strategic 
directions that were the founda-
tion of  the Strategic Plan in the 
context of  five major areas of  
focus over the next several years: 
academic quality and vitality, 
proactive enrollment management, 
rigorous financial and resource 
management, facilities enhance-
ment and robust fundraising. Our 
collective goal, to be achieved 
through the good work of  faculty 
and administration, is to provide 
the highest quality education for 
all our students. This involves the 
renewal of  existing programs, the 
development of  new programs 
and our continued commitment to 
student scholarship/financial aid 
support. Our ongoing successes in 
all the areas I have discussed have 
contributed to the reputational 
excellence that Rider enjoys.

Can you tell us about your 
background? 

I grew up in [the] Somerville-
Bridgewater, N.J. [area] and grad-
uated from Rider in 1972 with a 
Bachelor’s degree in Commerce 
(accounting major).  I spent eight 
years in public accounting and six 
as a partner in a mid-sized firm. In 
1980, I became an entrepreneur 
and founded a national equipment 
finance company, which I later 
sold to a bank. I have founded 
or purchased over 25 companies 
in manufacturing, finance and 
healthcare over the past 30 years. 
Today, my investment firm owns 
several healthcare and finance 
businesses. I am also the founding 
principal of  National Financial 
Companies, LLC which specializes 
in the growth and development 
of  businesses that provide needed 
services within the healthcare and 
finance industries. 

How long have you served as 
Chairman? How long does 
your term run? When does it 
expire? 

My current term as Board chair 
began this past June and runs 
through the end of  June 2013. 
Board officers serve one-year 
terms for a maximum of  four con-
secutive terms. I previously served 
as Board chair from June 2006 
through June 2008.  

What were the most impor-
tant lessons you learned at 
Rider?

My undergraduate years at 
Rider provided opportunities for 
me to think independently, learn, 
socialize and become a respon-
sible individual. Rider’s rigorous 
accounting and business program 
and my three years as a resident 
advisor contributed greatly to 
my college experience. My Rider 
degree provided a solid foundation 
upon which I built a successful 
business career. 

What strikes you as most dif-
ferent about Rider of  today, 
compared to the time you 
spent here as a student?

Rider has advanced since my 
undergraduate days in virtually 
all areas — academics, student 
life and facilities. Today, Rider 
is a true university, providing 
expanded academic offerings, 
including on-line courses and 
degree programs, and vibrant 
student life opportunities across 
its two campuses. We have much 
to look forward to as we celebrate 
soon Rider’s 150th anniversary of  
providing an extraordinary educa-
tion for extraordinary students. 

Shapiro
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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Sleep Out
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News
the Southern United States. 
His work has been featured in 
numerous museums, including 
the Smithsonian, and he was the 
first Mexican-American staff  

photographer for The Los Angeles Times.
The given presentation was titled Shine, and 

it focused heavily on the struggles he faced as a 
Mexican-American and the process of  how he decided 
to become a photojournalist.

“I had opportunities, and I took advantage of  
them,” he said.

His exposure to the world of  journalism began 
when he shined shoes for the staff  of  The Arizona Daily 
Star, spending his days shadowing reporters, being a 
copy boy and carrying out small errands. Falling in 
love with photography after purchasing his first cam-
era, he struggled to pursue his passion because of  a 
weak support system of  people who did not want him 
to succeed. He ended up becoming the first member 
of  his family to graduate college, getting encourage-
ment from the journalists who saw him as more than 
just a Mexican boy from a poor family.

“My family didn’t really value education,” he 
explained, saying that they considered higher educa-
tion and non blue-collar work as “trying too hard.”

Despite the minimal support, Galvez used this 
as encouragement to highlight the various aspects 
of  what it means to be Chicano. He explained that 
the word implied not just identifying as Mexican-
American but embracing the community. 

His photos feature people he encounters when he 
travels, some he knows personally and who are strang-
ers. They include neighborhood children playing on 

the street, field workers, and even gang initiations. 
The focus is to give people a taste of  someone else’s 
life.

“Pictures are about memories,” he said.
Galvez shoots only in black and white and exclu-

sively uses film. He said he finds that color is “too 
distracting, and detracts from the image that is being 
captured” and digital photography is considered 
“sloppy and all looks the same.” He said he likes that 
black and white has a documentary-type feel to it and 
carries the aspect of  simplicity.

“Film challenges you to be good,” He said. “It 
makes you sharper and think about the image.”

One of  Galvez’s missions is to make people see 
much more than just the generalizations that are 
attributed to the Latino community. He focuses on try-
ing to change the way the country views immigration 
and racial issues. 

He wants people to know that not all members 
of  the Latin community are taking advantage of  the 
system and that we should take the time to ensure that 
immigrants can have the resources to flourish and 
become citizens.

“We’re all very much alike,” Galvez stressed. “We 
share the same interests, religion, family, work. I want 
people to break those stereotypes they have.”

Students at the event seemed to walk away with a 
newfound appreciation and knowledge on the topics 
of  Galvez’s presentation. 

“The lecture was very informative and interesting,” 
said Alicia Abruzzese, a junior public relations major. 
“I know more about many things like the Latino 
movement and art that I didn’t know about before.

Overall, the No. 1 goal for him is not just to have 

the Chicano community experience his work, but 
for people of  every cultural background to have the 
opportunity. He said education is the most important 
thing to continue to help the culture integrate even 
more into American society.  Eliminating stereotypes, 
encouraging the Latino society to pursue higher edu-
cation and embracing roots is what he feels will help 
better society.

“Shine,” he concluded. “Serve your people. Honor 
where you came from.”

Local volunteers share 
tales of serving hundreds
By Emily Eiermann

STORIES of  selfless individuals 
surface every day, but rarely so 
close to home. On Monday night, 
the Rider community was able to 

hear the success stories of  volunteers 
around the area through Community 
Voices: SPEAK OUT!, an event that 
featured a panel of  volunteer advocates.

The panel, a part of  Rider’s 
Hunger and Homelessness Awareness 
Week, included representatives from 
Crisis Ministry of  Mercer County, 
Covenant House, the Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen (TASK) and the Rescue 
Mission of  Trenton.

The representatives were asked 
to speak about the organizations 
they were a part of. Laura Colee, 
an Americorps volunteer at Crisis 
Ministry described her experience.

“What we do is in the title: We help 
people in crisis,” she said. “We help 
if  you are behind on your rent and 
there’s threat of  you being kicked out 
of  your house, or if  you don’t have 
enough food in your pantry to feed 
you and your kids. Crisis can mean 
something is going on in your life and 
you live in a perpetual state of  poverty 
— we’re able to help with that.”

The other organizations play simi-
lar roles in the area. According to the 
representatives, the Covenant House 
provides housing for homeless youth, 
TASK serves food to the hungry and 
the Rescue Mission of  Trenton offers 
a place to sleep and two types of  drug 
and alcohol treatment: one residential 
for adult men.

Anthony Johnson, one of  the 
panelists for the Rescue Mission, 
went through the drug rehabilitation 
program and now volunteers at the 
agency.

“I was introduced to the mission 
because I wanted help, and everything 

else fell right into place,” he said. “It’s 
an everyday reminder, working with 
the homeless and working with addicts 
who are trying to change their lives 
around. That motivates me every day.”

The panelists made the audience 
aware of  the gravity of  the problem 
of  homelessness. According to Barrett 
Young from the Rescue Mission, the 
organization lets in up to 250 people 
a night when the weather turns cold, 
and normally hits that number easily. 
Chris Gaffney of  Covenant House in 
New York said that its facilities host 
between 375 and 400 young adults a 
night. However, the problem stretches 
far beyond the Tri-state area.

“Across the country, we may house 
1,700 kids under our roofs tonight,” 
Gaffney said.

According to the panelists, the best 
thing Rider students can do is volun-
teer. All of  the volunteers stressed the 
benefits they received from donating 
their time, whether it was hearing suc-
cess stories from those they’ve helped 
or just retaining the knowledge that 
they’ve made someone else’s day a 
little better.

“Two things motivate me,” said J 
Steinhauer of  TASK. “One is that you 
can always be doing better. The other 
is that there’s good in the world and 
you have just got to find it. Tomorrow 
is going to be a better day, hopefully 
because I helped you today.”

Community Voices: SPEAK OUT!, 
was one of  many events organized 
for Rider’s Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness week. Other activities 
included, a hunger banquet, bare 
necessity drive, a peanut butter and 
jelly sandwich-making and a Brown 
Water musical event. 

Contact this writer at eiermanne@rider.edu

Galvez
CONT’D FROM P. 1

Pulitzer Prize-winning photgrapher Jose Galvez presents his 
works in the Sweigart auditorium on Wednesday.
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According to Werner, who is also the 
senior class president, a member of  the 
Bonner Leadership Team and the com-
munity outreach chair of  the Residence 
Hall Association (RHA), RHA contrib-
uted funds to have a cardboard home-
building contest. 

“We received many boxes from Five 
Below, HomeGoods and American 
Eagle Outfitters,” he said. “Each group 
of  students built a team to participate 
in the box home-building contest. The 
best decorated, most exotic and best-
built structure received gift cards to 

restaurants in the area. The committee 
purchased more than $150 in gift cards 
to award the five best winning teams.”

The judges from RHA and Bonner 
awarded Sigma Phi Epsilon first prize 
for its cardboard structure, Conover 
Hall won second place, the sophomore 
class received third place, Hill Hall was 
fourth and West Village came in fifth.

“Through the Sleep Out, we hope 
to educate our residents about the very 
real implications of  homelessness and 
how it pertains individually to each of  
our students,” he said. “This activ-
ity helps educate students about the 
very starling realities of  homelessness 
especially as it pertains to our university 
home in Mercer County,” Werner said. 

Over 60 students stopped by the Student Recreation Center atrium on Wednesday to make peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches for the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen. A total of 700 were made between both campuses.

On Wednesday night, talent from the Trenton Area 
Soup Kitchen and Rider performed in the Pub.
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➠
SEE THERIDERNEWS.COM FOR MORE 
PICTURES FROM HUNGER AND 
HOMELESSNESS AWARENESS WEEK
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Tickets: $25 adults and 
$20 students/seniors
Box Office: 609-991-2663
Online at www.rider.edu/arts

Princeton Regional Schools Performing Arts Center
Princeton High School • Princeton, NJ

Job prospects look fair for graduates
By Jen Maldonado

GRADUATION day for the senior class is coming 
sooner than many think, reminding students that 
after graduation, it’s time to get a job, prompt-
ing approximately 400 students to attend Rider’s 

Career Fair on Thursday.
There were 75 companies and institutions at the 

fair, with 43 of  them listing that they were looking 
for applicants of  any major, which is a good sign for 
those graduating in May 2013 since “there has been 
a tremendous amount of  uncertainty with regard to 
the economy, the past few years,” according to Kevin 
Fallon, director of  Career Services.

“Up until 2008, the job market for entry-level, 
new college grads remained strong,” Fallon said. 
“Since 2009, there has not been significant growth to 
speak of. The National Association of  Colleges and 
Employers puts together some of  the best analytics 
when it comes to employer demand for new graduates 
and they are forecasting an increase in hiring needs, 
which is encouraging.”

Fallon added that the class of  2013 is “the largest 
class of  college graduating seniors in the history of  
the United States,” causing graduates to face a lot of  
competition to try to secure a job. He also said that 
the most stable market is accounting, with 11 of  the 
companies at the Career Fair looking for students to 
fill their accouning positions.

“It is important that students do not allow them-
selves to be discouraged and instead understand that 
they need to work a bit harder and make sure they 
can differentiate themselves in a challenging hiring 
environment,” Fallon said. 

Rider’s Career Fair featured representatives 
from organizations such as Northwestern Mutual 
Financial Network, the Camden City School District, 
Target Corp. and L’Oreal. There are some who 
have consistently come to the fair over the past five 

years including Johnson 
& Johnson, KPMG, 
Prudential, Ernst & Young 
and the FBI.

Anthony Coluccii, a 
representative from the 
Camden City School 
District, said the schools 
are looking to fill approxi-
mately 20 to 30 positions 
primarily in the special 
education department and 
for applicants who are 
bilingual. 

“We offer a lot of  train-
ing with the New Jersey 
Department of  Education 
so a lot of  our newer hires 
are directly out of  college and we do have a mix of  
seasoned teachers that we hire,” Coluccii said. 

Colleen Kebles, a representative of  the Disney 
College Program, explained that Disney has a multi-
tude of  opportunities for college students regardless of  
their majors. 

“Any type of  major you’re in, even if  it’s agriculture 
or marine biology, Disney has these sections,” Kebles 
said. 

It was unclear whether the Career Fair would still 
be held since it was originally scheduled for Nov. 1, 
but because of  Hurricane Sandy, it was pushed back, 
according to graduate student Heidi Summers, who 
works in Career Services.

“After the hurricane, we weren’t even sure if  
we were going to be able to have the career fair,” 
Summers said. “We kept up with the employers to 
make sure they could still make it. We’re thankful that 
almost everyone was able to come.”

Career fairs have proven to be beneficial for Rider 

students, providing many with chances to land intern-
ships and future employment opportunities. 

Senior marketing major and representative for 
Target Corporation Justin Baldwin said his plans after 
graduation came about because of  a career fair.

“I got the opportunity with Target at a career fair,” 
Baldwin said. “I was lucky enough to have the intern-
ship and from there I got a full-time executive team 
leader position offer for when I graduate.”

Griffith Montferrante, a senior history major, said 
this was his first career fair and he was optimistic about 
his job prospects.

“Everyone’s been saying that it’s tough to find a 
job, but I tell everyone, ‘Don’t use it as a crutch,’” 
Montferrante said. “Something will eventually come 
up that will suit your needs and be what you’re looking 
for.” 

Additional reporting by Rachel Stengel.

Contact this writer at maldonadoje@theridernews.com 

Rider’s fall career fair yielded 75 companies in the Cavalla Room Thursday, drawing 400 students.
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BERLIN, the capital of  Germany, is 
home to festivals, art, lederhosen 
and recently to Jill Templeton, a 
senior secondary education and 

German double major at Rider who 
spent her summer internship in this 
vivacious city. 

Students typically begin signing 
up for summer abroad programs late 
fall semester or early spring semester. 
Templeton recommends interning 
abroad to anyone, particularly students 
who are studying a foreign language. 
Her experience demonstrates how 
lucrative such an opportunity can be.

With the help of  Intrax Global 
Internships, Templeton landed a 
marketing internship in her dream city 
after finding out about the opportunity 
the previous fall.

“I contacted Intrax and said I was 
really interested in working in Berlin,” 
Templeton said. “We worked together, 
and they placed me with a company. I 
did an interview over Skype, and they 
told me I had the job.”

While working at Mi Escuela Berlin, 
a language school, she was able to meet 
many new people and make what she 
expects will be lifelong friendships. Her 
success overseas demonstrates just how 
memorable such an experience can be.

“I worked with some really great 
people,” Templeton said. “Everyone I 
worked with was from South America 
and they were all learning German. It 
was a really nice dynamic we had in the 
office.”

According to Templeton, Intrax 
placed all of  the students on the same 
hotel floor, which made it easier to 
bond with everyone involved in the 
program.

“It was really nice that they brought 
all of  us together so we had friends to 
go out and do things with,” she said. 

Templeton visited Berlin for the first 
time during the summer before her 
junior year, and her love and passion 

for the city became apparent imme-
diately. That eased any major culture 
shock once she arrived the second time.

Dr. Margaret Schleissner, a profes-
sor of  German at Rider, has taught 
Templeton for the past three and a 
half  years. Describing her as a con-
sistently excellent student, Schleissner 
was excited that Templeton landed an 
internship abroad. 

“She had already studied abroad at 
the Freie Universität Berlin the previ-
ous summer, but the experience of  liv-
ing and working there is quite different 
than taking classes and living with other 
foreign students,” she said.

A big difference between her two 
summers in Berlin was the environment 
in which she learned. This summer, 
Templeton was able to learn the ways 
of  the workforce in Germany and instill 
those traits into her own work ethic.

“They’re really big on punctual-
ity,” Templeton said. “Also, getting to 
use my German skills every day and 
being forced to communicate instead of  
choosing which language to speak was 
really good for me because there was 
no other way to get my point across.”

Schleissner offered some advice for 
students who are interested in pursuing 
an internship abroad.

“Internships offer valuable pre-pro-
fessional training,” she said. “Adding an 
international dimension really broad-
ens your horizons. Jill got to know the 
culture well from the inside, so to speak, 
by interacting with her colleagues and 
living there day-to-day.”

While living in Berlin, Templeton 
was able to experience other once-in-
a-lifetime opportunities such as visiting 
nearby cities like Prague and Hamburg 
and attending Euro Cup-viewing fes-
tivities. She described the atmosphere 
of  a soccer-viewing party as full of  
spirit and enthusiasm.

“Every time there was a Germany 
game, the Brandenburg Gate would 
host a viewing party,” Templeton said. 

“They’d have these giant screens up 
and it’s along the Tiergarten, which 
is the Central Park of  Germany. 
Everybody gets decked out in their 
gear; they have vendors lined up sell-
ing T-shirts, and you just stand there 
and watch the game for three to four 
hours.”

Considering it one of  the best expe-
riences of  her life, Templeton urges 
fellow students to take the opportunity 
to intern abroad. 

“I would recommend the program 

to anybody,” she said. “They really 
work with you to place you. It’s more 
business-oriented, but it was great.” 

Reflecting on her time and experi-
ences there, she is grateful to have had 
the chance to visit Berlin more than 
once.

“It really is the best city in the 
world,” Templeton said. “It’s got every-
thing. It’s really multicultural. You’ve 
got so much to do, so much to see and 
so much history. It’s really interesting.”

From Germany with love, and learning

GELETT Burgess may hope 
to never see a purple 
cow in his famous poem 
of  the same name, but 

he would probably change his 
mind if  he met Tom and Cindy 
Pearce. 

The couple’s daughter, 
Katie, illustrated the poem in 
her kindergarten class. As Tom 
and Cindy Pearce sat in the 
family kitchen, trying to come 
up with a name for their new 
ice cream shop, the drawing 
caught their attention — the 
Pearces had found a name for 
their business. The drawing 
has a permanent place in 
the ice cream shop, proudly 
framed on one of  the brightly 
colored walls, and Katie is 
now in college. 

Purple Cow Ice Cream is 
located on Lawrenceville’s 
Historic Main Street. The 
shop opened on Aug. 21, 2010 
and has provided fresh ice 
cream to Lawrenceville resi-
dents and students ever since, 

creating a great community 
atmosphere. 

The Pearces had lived in 
Lawrenceville for nearly 30 
years, but wanted to contrib-
ute something more to their 
neighborhood.

“We’ve always loved this 
town, but it needed some-
thing,” Cindy Pearce said. 

They got the chance to 
add that something when the 
education service she worked 
for relocated to Minnesota 
and Cindy Pearce remained in 
Lawrenceville. 

The couple realized this 
was their opportunity to 
embark on a new business 
venture. The ice cream shop 
down the street had closed two 
years prior and the Pearces felt 
they could fill that void.

“We didn’t know a thing 
about ice cream then,” Cindy 
Pearce said. “But we learned 
fast.” 

It took almost a year for 
Purple Cow to open its doors 
after the licensing, registration 

and finding an ice cream dis-
tributor took place.

“We thought we would be 
open that Christmas, but we 
ended up missing that entire 
summer,” Tom Pearce said. 

Once the business was up 
and running, Tom and Cindy 
Pearce were embraced by 
the community and received 
a great reaction to the ice 
cream, which is made fresh 
every week and is never 
mass-produced. 

“It has been really well-
received,” Tom Pearce said. 
“Customers even bring in 
family members visiting from 
out of  town and often they 
walk out saying it was some of  
the best ice cream they’ve ever 
had.”  

It is especially common for 
a lot of  patrons to come in 
during the summer, which is 
the busiest season for Purple 
Cow.

On one occasion, Tom and 
Cindy Pearce recall an entire 
soccer camp coming into the 

shop for ice cream.
“They were lined up out 

the door and around the 

Arts&Entertainment

By Nicole Cortese

By Megan Witos

Have you ever seen, or tasted, a Purple Cow?
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Jill Templeton makes the most of her trip and poses in front of part of the historic Berlin Wall, which 
divided West Berlin from East Germany from Aug. 13, 1961 until it was destroyed on Nov. 9, 1989.

The Purple Cow’s name comes from a picture of a purple cow, hand-drawn by the 
owners’ daughter, which also inspired the ice cream shop’s logo.
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THERE was an eruption of  culture 
last Monday night as the Latin 
American Student Organization 
(LASO) celebrated Hispanic 

Heritage Month with the Rider com-
munity, which enjoyed a night of  dance 
performances by Culture Explosion.

Culture Explosion is a Latin 
American dance troupe that performs 
at various venues all over the world. 
The group also teaches prospective 
professional dancers. 

Juan Calderon, the creator of  the 
group, produced an easy and effec-
tive syllabus to teach various styles of  
dance so that everyone interested was 
able to participate. Rider students were 
fortunate enough to watch specialists 
perform flamenco, bachata, capoeira 
and salsa, and there was a dance lesson 
at the end in which the audience was 
encouraged to participate. 

In addition to the dance troupe 
showing off  its unique moves, Calderon 
provided extensive histories on the 
different styles of  dance, creating 
an entertaining and educational 
atmosphere.

“I like to see different things, and he 
gave a really good background on the 
dances,” sophomore elementary educa-
tion major Amber Richter said. 

According to Calderon, flamenco 
dancing has taken on many different 
forms since its inception in Spain in the 
1700s. The dance implements many 
intricate hand movements and fast 
spins. The dancer who performed the 
flamenco did so with a fan and a very 
lavish outfit. During the routine she 
exhibited tremendous skill when she 
used castanets, which are small, shell-
like percussion instruments that make 
clicking noises.

The next dance exhibition was the 
bachata. Since this form was originally 
known as the “music of  sorrows,” the 
songs used sounded extremely emo-
tional. Calderon assured the audi-
ence that many popular songs have a 
bachata version, including singles by 
Bruno Mars, Adele and Usher.

“Bachata is very versatile,” Calderon 
said. “It’s a fusion of  styles such as 
bolero, flamenco, even hip-hop.” 

The movements of  the bachata 
dance are very slow and sensual at first, 
but as the rhythm and the beat pick 
up, so do the leg and foot movements. 
Yesenia Adame, a five-time veteran of  
Dancing With The Stars, performed the 
bachata as well as the salsa. According 
to Calderon, she has been on the televi-
sion show more than any other dancer 
who performs these styles.

The troupe also introduced the 
audience to a lesser-known style called 
capoeira. It is a combination of  martial 
arts, acrobatics and dance. This style 
originated on slave plantations in Brazil 
as a kind of  slave uprising. Calderon 
called the dance “a legal form of  
fighting.” Break dancers and hip-hop 
artists use moves from capoeira, such 
as freezes, flips and handstands. Males 
typically perform this dance, but 
Culture Explosion switched it up by 
including a very strong female dancer.

“I really liked watching that style,” 
Richter said. “There wasn’t much 
actual dancing, but the dancer really 
showed her strength.”

The salsa, much like the bachata, 
takes on various forms depending on 
the place where it’s performed. Slightly 
different styles are present in Puerto 
Rico, Cuba, Colombia, New York, 
Miami and Los Angeles for example. 
This particular salsa dance perfor-
mance had lifts, slides, drops, kicks and 
fast, sharp movements.

“The word ‘salsa’ is Spanish for 
‘sauce,’ and that’s exactly what this 
dance is like,” Calderon said. “There 
are different flavors that come together 
to make a concoction that everyone can 
enjoy.”

By the end of  the performance, 
Culture Explosion seemed to have suc-
cessfully entertained the audience while 
broadening its knowledge about differ-
ent types of  dance to help commemo-
rate Hispanic Heritage Month.

Nov. 30, 2012    The Rider News6  

Arts&Entertainment

By J’na Jefferson

Culture Explosion 
rocks Rider campus

Strength is a major component of dance, which this dancer displays, using her arms and legs  to take her performance to the next level.
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One of the Cultural Explosion performers demonstrates her dancing skills for the audience while dressed in ornate, ethnic garb.
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By Megan Pendagast

AN evening of  culture and music for laymen and opera aficionados alike is 
offered this weekend when Westminster Opera Theater presents Benjamin 
Britten’s A Midsummer Night’s Dream. The performances will occur tonight and 
on Saturday at 8 p.m. in the Princeton Regional Schools Performing Arts 

Center at Princeton High School.
“Britten adapted Shakespeare’s play and cut it down to fit within the opera,” 

Music Director William Hobbs said. 
All of  the performers are Westminster 

Choir College students, which took stage 
director Kara-Lynn Vaeni by surprise.

“The performers have put in such good 
work,” she said. “I can’t believe they’re 
students.”

A Midsummer Night’s Dream tells the tale 
of  four star-crossed lovers. Hermia (Hannah Strong) is in love with Lysander 
(George Ross Somerville), while Helena (Kelsey Stark) is in love with Demetrius 
(Brian Mextorf). Both Demetrius and Lysander initially love Hermia. All the 
actors involved in the love triangle are graduate students except Strong, who is a 
senior.

They are inadvertently caught in the crosshairs of  a dispute between Oberon, 
King of  the Fairies (James Kenon Mitchell) and Tytania, Queen of  the Fairies 

(Marissa Mae Chalker), who are both played by graduate students. The king 
instructs fairy court jester Puck (graduate student Victoria Schwindsackl) to douse 
the queen’s eyelids with a love potion in order to make her fall in love with an ani-
mal when she awakens. This plan goes awry, making Lysander and Demetrius fall 
in love with Helena, causing mischief  and hilarity.

“It’s written as an ensemble piece with the fairy world, four lovers and six rus-
tics,” Hobbs said. “It’s an interesting theatrical take replete with a little bit of  skin 
and sex. It’s great for the singers and forces them to physicalize their dramatic art 

in an innovative way.”
Britten, the composer, and Peter Pears, the 

librettist, adapted Shakespeare’s classic comedy into 
an opera in 1960. Since then, the work has been 
performed in the Royal Opera House and at the 
English National Opera, among other places. Pears 
adapted Shakespeare’s words into a libretto, aiming 

to tell the beloved story through song.
“It’s a contemporary take on Shakespeare’s story,” Vaeni said. “We had to 

imagine: What are modern fairies? We decided that they were ultimately nature 
spirits. But what does that mean when nature is so awry and messed up? We 
made the costumes reflect this; they’re sort of  rock ’n’ roll and torn up, but also 
glamorous. Think David Bowie glam rock era. The opera is gorgeous and will 
make you laugh.”

According to Vaeni, this adaptation is not without its challenges.
“Britten is sort of  evil for the director,” she said. “He starts off  the opera with 

three minutes of  music without singing. It’s like, why do you kill the action? It 
doesn’t necessarily translate well to modern time with iPods and cell phones but 
it made us work to figure out how to keep the audience’s interest. There’s a lot of  
background action and character development.”

According to Hobbs, the music enhances the original text. Britten distinguishes 
between the different sets of  characters, making the lovers sound romantic and 
the fairies sound mystical and ethereal.

“All worlds are kept separate with distinct sounds,” he said. “It’s a fantastic 
piece.”

According to Vaeni, there are key differences between the opera and the play, 
including streamlining Shakespeare’s first act and giving the fairies more promi-
nence. This modern interpretation aims to attract those who are familiar with 
opera as well as those who are not.

“The words ‘fun, physical and exciting’ are not traditionally associated with 
the opera,” Vaeni said. “This may not be for people with traditional expectations 
of  opera unless they want to have these preconceptions challenged. But if  you 
think you don’t like opera, this one’s for you.”

Admission to this performance is $25 for adults and $20 for students and 
seniors. For tickets, call 609-921-2663 or order online at rider.edu/arts.

Contact this writer at pendagastm@theridernews.com

Westminster Opera Theater presents a new take on an old tale

‘‘ It’s an interesting theatrical take replete with    
a little bit of  skin and sex.” 
 William Hobbs, music director



Mixing Bowls stirs up drama 
NICKY Singer, a senior 

English and secondary 
education double major, 
decided that taking a lead 

role in the staged reading of  her 
original one-act musical Mixing 
Bowls this Saturday would be 
pushing things too far. After all, 
she not only wrote the show and 
composed the music for it, but 
she is also directing and running 
all technical elements for the 
production.

The event will showcase 
Rider students and staff  in a 
show that Singer developed over 
the last year as an independent 
study project. Jenny Scudder, 
assistant director of  the Student 
Success Center, plays the part 
of  the narrator. Five Rider 
students fill out the cast: Alexa 
Lauri, a senior theater major; 
Aleaha Jones, a sophomore 
speech and interpersonal com-
munications major; Ethan Levy, 
a sophomore theater major; 
Travis Przybylski, a sophomore 
musical theater major and Dani 
Pierce, a freshman musical 
theater major.

Singer said it’s hard to 
explain what Mixing Bowls is 
about, but described it as an 
ensemble piece because it does 
not focus on one main char-
acter, but instead on multiple 
people who develop equally 
throughout the story.

“This is a play about a family 
bakery where everything gets 
mixed up: from relationships of  
the characters to the expecta-
tions of  the audience,” she said. 
“It shows how they react when 
tragedy hits and how it affects 
their relationships and futures in 
the upcoming year.”

Singer started writing the 
script as a full-length play. After 
several readings she decided it 
would work better as a musical.

“One week and five original 
songs later, Mixing Bowls was 
born,” Singer said. “This expe-
rience helped me to realize how 
much not only a piece of  art, 

but an artist, can evolve in such 
a short amount of  time.”

Singer said that the audi-
ence should expect the unex-
pected. She notes that although 
the show could be seen as an 
anti-musical, she prefers to look 
at it as a challenge of  certain 
preconcep- tions 
and mis-
conceptions 
of  musical 
theater.

“This 
is not your 
grandpar-
ents’ musical 
or even your 
parents’ 
musical,” 
Singer said. 
“This is a 
smart and 
sassy musical 
that forces you to reconsider 
what you fit into the mold of  
this genre. There is a jingle, a 
punk rock song by a middle-
aged mother and a song that is 
half  sung and half  spoken that 
means nothing about what it is 
called.”

Singer explained that a 

staged reading is part of  the 
developmental process of  a 
new play. There will be refresh-
ments and a talkback with the 
audience after each of  the two 
performances to discuss the play 
and help it evolve. The actors 
will perform mostly with scripts 
and a bare set; however, several 

scenes for 
Saturday’s 
perfor-
mances 
will be fully 
staged and 
without 
scripts.

Singer 
explained 
that the play 
was writ-
ten solely 
for acoustic 
guitar. In 

the script, one of  the characters 
plays the guitar onstage for all 
songs. However, on Saturday, 
musical director Brent Johnson, 
a local musician in the rock 
band The Clydes, will be 
playing the guitar. The stage 
manager is Jennifer Moore, a 
senior liberal studies major and 

continuing studies student. 
“The play is witty, sassy, 

smart and I think people should 
come out to see it with an open 
mind,” Moore said. “It is a dif-
ferent spin on traditional musi-
cals so having no expectations 
allows the audience to really set 
into the play and grab ahold of  
the characters, the songs and 
the message.”

This past summer, Singer 
was the head of  a theater 
program in Hillsborough, N.J., 
at the Allegra School of  Music 
and Arts, a music school for 
children and teens. She will be 
acting in Agatha Christie’s A 
Murder is Announced this January 
at Somerset Valley Playhouse in 
Hillsborough. 

The Spitz Theater, located 
in Fine Arts, will host both 
performances of  Mixing Bowls 
on Saturday, at 4 p.m. and 8 
p.m. The staged reading is free 
and open to both Rider students 
and the public, although Singer 
notes that the show contains 
mature material that may be 
inappropriate for children.
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By Eva Truncellito

Strength is a major component of dance, which this dancer displays, using her arms and legs  to take her performance to the next level.

One of the Cultural Explosion performers demonstrates her dancing skills for the audience while dressed in ornate, ethnic garb.

Relationships are tested in Mixing Bowls, an original one-act musical by senior Nicky Singer. Pictured from left: sophomore Travis 
Przybylski, sophomore Aleaha Jones, senior Alexa Lauri, freshman Danielle Pierce and sophomore Ethan Levy.
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corner of  the store, and we just kept going 
through the line until we got to everyone,” Cindy 
Pearce said.

This kind of  interaction with the community is 
the Pearce’s favorite part of  owning Purple Cow. 

“We’ve met a lot of  great people,” Cindy 
Pearce said. “We have become friends with some 
of  our customers. It’s so much fun. We’ve even 
been able to reconnect with some families we lost 
touch with.”

Purple Cow Ice Cream has 24 flavors for 
customers to choose from, including traditional 
favorites such as vanilla and chocolate. However, 
some of  the best-selling flavors are Banana Oreo 
and the “Purple Cow,” which is a black raspberry 
ice cream with chocolate chips.

As for the Pearces, Cindy Pearce’s favorite ice 
creams are the coffee-flavored varieties such as 
Cappuccino Crunch and Coffee Mud Pie, while 
Tom Pearce prefers Chocolate Marshmallow or 
Monster Cookie, the latter of  which has both 
Oreo and chocolate chip cookie pieces. 

Although owning an ice cream shop was not 
always in the Pearces’ plans, they have embraced 
the opportunity and enjoy selling frozen treats 
while getting involved in various fundraisers and 
events around Lawrenceville. 

The couple keeps this strong connection with 
the community by participating in charity events 
in town. They recently did a Parent Teacher 
Organization fundraiser at the local elementary 
school that their daughter attended, and are 
involved with Christine’s Hope for Kids, a charity 
started by friends of  the couple whose daughter 
was killed in the earthquake in Haiti during a 
mission to help children. 

“We try to give back as much as we can,” 
Cindy Pearce said. 

Upcoming plans for Purple Cow include a 
fundraiser with Lawrenceville High School’s 
Operation Smile club, which is part of  an 
international charity that helps treat children 
with facial deformities, and participation in the 
Lawrenceville Jubilee.

The Purple Cow is located at 2685 Main 
Street in Lawrenceville.

Purple Cow
CONT’D FROM P. 5

According to Vaeni, this adaptation is not without its challenges.
“Britten is sort of  evil for the director,” she said. “He starts off  the opera with 

three minutes of  music without singing. It’s like, why do you kill the action? It 
doesn’t necessarily translate well to modern time with iPods and cell phones but 
it made us work to figure out how to keep the audience’s interest. There’s a lot of  
background action and character development.”

According to Hobbs, the music enhances the original text. Britten distinguishes 
between the different sets of  characters, making the lovers sound romantic and 
the fairies sound mystical and ethereal.

“All worlds are kept separate with distinct sounds,” he said. “It’s a fantastic 
piece.”

According to Vaeni, there are key differences between the opera and the play, 
including streamlining Shakespeare’s first act and giving the fairies more promi-
nence. This modern interpretation aims to attract those who are familiar with 
opera as well as those who are not.

“The words ‘fun, physical and exciting’ are not traditionally associated with 
the opera,” Vaeni said. “This may not be for people with traditional expectations 
of  opera unless they want to have these preconceptions challenged. But if  you 
think you don’t like opera, this one’s for you.”

Admission to this performance is $25 for adults and $20 for students and 
seniors. For tickets, call 609-921-2663 or order online at rider.edu/arts.

Contact this writer at pendagastm@theridernews.com

Westminster Opera Theater presents a new take on an old tale

‘‘This is a play about 
a family bakery where 
everything gets mixed up: 
from relationships of  the 
characters to the expecta-
tions of  the audience.” 
 Nicky siNger, Writer aNd  
     director
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From the Editor

And then SGA said, 
“Let there be lights”
SEEING string lights hang on 

rooftops and bushes in front 
of  neighborhood homes can 
infuse excitement in anyone 

and makes it apparent that the winter 
holidays are right around the corner. 
Emerging from the past two dark 
winter seasons, Rider is decking the 
Moore Library with holiday lights 
once again.

In the past, the lights have been 
put on the bushes in front of  the 
library during the Holiday Lighting 
Ceremony. Yet, to many students’ 
dismay, in the fall semester of  2010, 
the Student Government Association 
(SGA) made the executive decision 
to squash the lights for the year 
because of  budget priority issues, 
according to SGA President Lorelei 
Colbert. The holiday lights did not 
return the following fall semester 
either.

Despite which holiday you cel-
ebrate, the lights added a great twin-
kle to Rider during the dreary and 
very stressful end of  the semester, 
and they represented each and every 
winter holiday. Amidst a cornucopia 
of  final exams, papers and projects, 
the simple act of  having holiday 
lights truly proved to be the light at 
the end of  the tunnel for most. 

SGA has certainly taken notice 
of  the lack of  holiday spirit along 
with school spirit and took action to 
bring back the festive bright bulbs 
as a part of  the newly created “Our 
House” campaign. This semester 
has proven to be a big one for SGA, 
as it has been working on projects to 
bring together the student body. 

“Since the beginning of  the 
semester, we have done the research 
to find the most cost-effective com-
pany to use,” Colbert said. “The 

money came from SGA’s allotted 
budget for the year, so it was defi-
nitely a big priority on our part.” 

Though seemingly just a simple 
act of  holiday spirit added to Rider, 
the holiday lights do come with a 
price. According to Colbert, renting 
and running the lights costs $20,000. 
With such a high price, it is evident 
that striving to amp up school spirit 
and create a positive campus atmo-
sphere for students is at the top of  
SGA’s to-do list.

An added bonus to having the 
holiday lights up and running every 
night from tonight throughout finals 
is that the lights are eco-friendly, 
according to Colbert. This is just 
another sustainable initiative that 
Rider is supplying and SGA has 
recognized.

For current seniors who came to 
Rider their freshman year with the 
holiday spirit of  the library lights, 
the reinstatment adds a special touch 
to their last winter here.

The Holiday Lighting Ceremony 
will take place in front of  the library 
tonight from 8 to 10, and SGA 
will be collecting donations for 
Hurricane Sandy Relief. There will 
also be a drawing to win an iPad 
for those who have collected all 
four “Our House” pins and perfor-
mances by the Rider Vibes, Rider 
Pep Band and R-Factor finalist, 
Megan Scheels.

The return of  the holiday lights 
in partnership with the new school 
spirit campaign has shown the 
student body that SGA is listening 
to what students want and need to 
enhance their Rider ventures and 
is willing to take action to make it 
happen.

The weekly editorial expresses the 
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written 
by Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere.

Opinion

facebook.com/theridernews
@theridernews
@theridernews

HALFWAY through sophomore year, I am nervous for one of  my spring classes — 
Chinese I. But I look Chinese, so why am I taking this 100-level course? I want 
to pursue courses that help me appreciate where I come from.

I was about four years old when a small book was placed into my hands. 
It was a photo album; this was the first hint that I would leave my snug orphanage 
and enter the wondrous world of  adoption.

The first couple of  pages featured a fair-haired man and woman smiling with 
joyful blue eyes. The man held an infant with black hair and slanted eyes like mine. 
A number of  photos highlighted the three people having fun. One eye-opening 
picture showed the man and child standing on a choppy white landscape. In 
Guangdong Province, China, snow is rare.

 I was not even aware I was living in an orphanage — I just always thought it 
was my home. It never occurred to me that someday I would be taken away from 
that place forever.  

Sophomore Perspective

Adapting to life 
after adoption
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Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now cheaper 
for everyone.
Let the students of   
Rider University  
know about events,  
meetings and more!
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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It’s not that successful people are givers; it is that 
givers are successful people.”

NormaN ViNceNt Peale
miNister aNd author

&QA
“I never had the experience of  seeing the holiday lights on campus. I’m excited 
that they’re back this year, and I can’t wait to see them.”

-Jade Morton
Sophomore public relations major

“I was disappointed that Rider didn’t decorate for the holidays at all my first two 
years here, so I’m excited for Rider to finally look a little festive.”

-Brianne McGlone
Junior elementary education major

How do you feel about the holiday lights 
being back on campus for the season?

Opinion

HOMELESSNESS is a very serious 
issue which does not receive 
nearly enough attention for its 
gravity. 

Rider decided to change that for 
National Hunger and Homelessness 
Awareness Week by giving this issue the 
consideration it deserves.

I personally had never heard much 
about homelessness and hunger in the 
past. I think that it is not only good for 
Rider to give back to the community, 
but also to be a positive role model in 
taking responsibility to help out our 
society as a whole. 

For Rider to go out and seek people 
in need and try to recruit young adults 
— the future generation that will influ-
ence America — who want to help the 
homeless further and make others aware 
of  their situation, is a great effort. 

The campus is doing a variety of  
programs that I find very interesting 
and unique. Instead of  having differ-
ent seminars that only give statistics 
about the problems, Rider is putting the 
students in the homeless’ shoes. Some 
students camped out on the campus 
mall on Wednesday night in their own 
cardboard boxes to experience what 
it was really like to have to live on the 
streets. 

It is one thing to talk about how 
horrible homelessness is and how you 

would love to give back to the commu-
nity, but it is another thing to actually 
try and empathize with those affected 
by it. 

I think this is a very innovative idea 
that will really benefit people not only 
to experience a day in the life but also to 
help them realize what a difference they 
can make. It will make them see how 
they can go beyond themselves and push 
to do the most they can in their lives.

Another program Rider is doing is 
a presentation and documentary for 
Invisible Children. Invisible Children is 
an organization created to help stop the 
use of  children as soldiers, according to 
Rider’s website. On the surface, the two 
issues don’t seem to have any correla-
tion to Homelessness and Hunger week, 
however, the premise of  trying to stop 
those who have no one to fight for them 
is what brings them both together.

 If  people don’t try one small act, 
such as donating one dollar or one 
hour of  their time, then they will never 
know how much of  a ripple effect can 
be made and what a huge phenomenon 
could be created to change the world for 
the better.

-Samantha Rivera
Freshman business administration major

Time flew like the wings of  a hummingbird. I was another year older when 
someone led me into an office I had never seen. 

The man and woman from the photo album stood before a desk and turned 
around to see me. Soon the adults exchanged muddled words that I tried to com-
prehend, and I was squeezed between the couple in the back seat of  a taxi. As the 
vehicle slowly rolled away from the orphanage, I remember looking out to see the 
orphans left behind and solemnly saying “Zai jian,”or “Goodbye.”

I remember having to call them Mom and Dad. That infant who had the same 
hair and eyes as me was my new sister Katie, who had been adopted just a few years 
prior to me.

It was two weeks later when the woman — Mom — took me to a towering build-
ing that was called a school. I was in the United States for barely two weeks and 
about to embark on another adventure: Roosevelt Elementary School.

Naturally, I was shy. Kids spoke to me and I did not understand.
At least I had Mrs. Lochner. She taught me English and was very patient as I 

learned at my own pace. The English language sounded like a muffled hum of  
words, whereas Chinese consists of  sharp, clear tones. After exposure to English les-
sons, plus watching Nick Jr., learning this new language started seeming easier and 
even enjoyable.

 However, protecting my own vernacular became difficult as years went by. I 
attended a Chinese school on Saturdays and although I already knew Chinese, I 
struggled. I knew Cantonese, not Mandarin; it was a different dialect, which the 
school taught and I did not speak. My use of  English progressed, but my Chinese 
regressed slowly as time elapsed.

Fourth grade approached and I discontinued Chinese school. Unfortunately, it 
took me a long time after that to realize that the Chinese language was all I had left 
of  my original self. Each time I tried to re-teach myself, the challenge became more 
difficult. If  only there were a way to capture my vernacular with a camera and put 
it in a photo album so I could keep it forever and never forget it.

On the opening night of  Hawthorne High School’s production of  My Fair Lady I 
arrived early and grabbed a seat in the middle section. A little Chinese girl skipped 
down the aisle and plopped herself  right in front of  me. Her black hair twirled as 
she spun around. Our eyes met for a quick second.

Then, to my surprise, a Caucasian woman took the seat next to her and hugged 
her tenderly. The woman and I struck up a conversation. She told Annabelle, her 
daughter, that I was adopted as well, but since Annabelle was only five, it was 
insignificant to her. Still, I looked Annabelle in the eyes and smiled, thinking, “How 
lucky you and I are. I pray and hope that someday you will fully understand and 
appreciate everything.”

Looking back on the past 14 years of  my life, being adopted wasn’t so frightening 
after all. Without a doubt, having the chance to live with a plethora of  options for a 
better future motivates me. Those blank pages in my photo album are now over-
flowing with precious moments, and I’m running out of  space as I continue my life 
here at Rider. Resuming Chinese for the spring semester can’t come soon enough.

 
-Megan Blauvelt 

Sophomore journalism major
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Freshman First

Student gives five stars for fresh start

Rider Awareness

Rider lends helping hands 
to hungry, homeless

WHEN I first moved onto campus on Rider’s 
move-in day, I was scared and excited — 
scared because I was fearful of  becoming 
homesick, yet excited to meet many new 

people, eat unlimited amounts of  food at Daly’s and 
work out in the Student Recreation Center (SRC) with 
my roommate.

All my fears of  not being able to function without 
my family slowly slipped away during my first week. 
With so many campus events planned, such as rock 
climbing and a comedian, it was impossible to dwell 
on my homesickness. Soon, the entire feeling had 
dismissed itself.

The food is amazing — definitely not what a typi-
cal student gets offered at home. There are countless 
options from the salad bar to the sandwich counter to 
the pizza station and the dessert bar; it is impossible 
not to find your pleasure. In fact, if  I could fit in all 
the food at a single sitting, I’d make sure I would try 

everything.
With all of  this food being offered, I feared becom-

ing part of  the legendary “freshman 15” statistic. 
However, Rider’s gym, and the exercise classes in 
the SRC helped me, as well as other students, avoid 
that from happening. I work out there every day and, 
ironically, I have become more athletic and am in bet-
ter physical shape now than when I first moved onto 
campus. 

 Initially, I feared that I might not get along with 
my roommate. Not getting along with the person 
who lives with you 24/7 can make a year on campus 
seem long and tense. Luckily, my roommate and I get 
along very well — we are practically twins. We enjoy 
many of  the same activities, our favorite one being the 
exhilarating experience of  shopping. I am very happy 
to say that I am one of  the lucky ones to have a best 
friend develop from a roommate.

I have met many new people during my first 

semester. I now have a diversified group of  friends and 
everyone is so nice and congenial. This, I believe, will 
make my college experience much more exciting and 
enable me to become a well-rounded person as I grow 
from these new friendships.

This last revelation may be shocking, but I was 
actually excited to start my classes. I believed with my 
hard work and dedication, I would do very well. So far 
I have been successful in my classes mainly because 
I have been able to manage my time. I will have to 
keep this in mind during the next two weeks when my 
first experience with college finals begins. I am not 
going to worry because at Rider, you never feel alone. 
Things here are looking bright.

-Samantha Crawford
Freshman journalism major

 



By Tom Albano

RIDER’S ice hockey team (8-5-1) is gearing up for 
a big weekend, as it goes on the road to take on 
Virginia Tech (4-3-0) tonight and Liberty (5-2-0) 
on Saturday night.

This will be the first game for the team since its 
5-2 loss to Rowan on Nov. 17.

The players feel there were various flaws that cost 
them the game against Rowan, including penalties 
and failing to score goals at key times.

“We were not able to capitalize on our opportuni-
ties,” Head Coach Sean Levin said. “We failed to con-
vert on a few power plays in the second and third. We 
had a 5-3 man advantage that we failed to score on.” 

Senior forward Brandon Lopez agreed.
“We made a couple of  mistakes and we were 

outworked,” he said. “Overall, the team just wasn’t 
working together. We didn’t play to the level that we 
could have. It would have been nice to have won since 
Rowan is ranked second.”

Although there were no games or required team 
practices over the Thanksgiving break, Levin still 
made sure the team wouldn’t lose its momentum.  

 “We wanted the team to enjoy the break and 
spend time with family and friends,” Levin said. “Our 
strength and conditioning coach, D.J. Nork Sr., pro-
vided the team with exercises to stay loose. We have 

a long and demanding season, so a few mental and 
physical days off  can be beneficial.”

Some players on the team, however, took it upon 
themselves to get some practice in before officially 
returning to the ice.

 “We needed to regroup a little, and we kind of  
did,” Lopez said. “A few of  us played over the break 
and a few of  us hit the gym to stay in shape even 
though Thanksgiving was around.”

The team took advantage of  the break to come 
back rested.

 “Over the break, we don’t have any team func-
tions,” junior forward Mike Rossi said. “We look at it 
as a bye week to let us recharge the batteries.”

Now the team is focusing for its games this weekend 
against Virginia Tech and Liberty. These games are 
important to the Broncs because their opponents are 

also regionally ranked. Rider is ranked eighth, while 
Virginia Tech is ranked sixth and Liberty fourth. 

“We need to win if  we want to stay in the top 10,” 
Lopez said. “The team also wants to forget about the 
struggles we had against Rowan.”

Freshman forward Joe Ensmann agreed.
“We’re trying to do well after the break,” Ensmann 

said. “Coach says to turn the page. It’s going to be a 
whole other game.”

With these games, the Broncs are fighting for a shot 
at the postseason and feel confident in their chances.

“We have a pretty solid record, and we can com-
pete with almost any team as long as we’re on top of  
our game,” Ensmann said. 

Lopez agreed with Ensmann’s thoughts.
  “When we play a full 60 minutes, we definitely 

can beat any team in the league,” he said.
Levin emphasizes that there’s still more to do. 
“We haven’t played our best hockey yet,” Levin 

said. “There have been a few games where we played 
well, but certain areas still need work. We still have 
games against some top teams like Navy, Drexel, 
Rowan, Penn State, Liberty and Marist. In my opin-
ion, we control our destiny. Winning some of  these 
games will solidify our spot in regionals and contend 
for the playoffs. It will take effort from everyone in 
order to win.”
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By Cristiana Votta

HEADING into the Brown Classic, 
the Broncs take on Brown (2-3) 
on Saturday and either Quin-
nipiac (3-0) or New Hampshire 

(3-1) on Sunday, depending upon the 
outcome of  their game. 

Each opponent brings something 
different for the Broncs to concentrate 
on heading into the weekend.

“When you’re playing in a tourna-
ment, a big focus is on us as a team and 
how we’re doing things,” Head Coach 
Lynn Milligan said. “The first game 
against Brown we will have a bit more 
prep time. We have two days of  prac-
tice to get ready for them. They run a 
lot of  movement, but they don’t have a 
true center. We need to make sure we 
are able to defend them.”

Milligan feels that the Broncs will 
have to focus on a few of  the strate-
gies Quinnipiac uses if  they are to play 
them in the next round.

“Quinnipiac is more of  a dribble, 
drive, attack kind of  team,” Milligan 
said. “Each of  the opponents is going 
to be different in a certain way. If  we 
focus on us, I think we are going to be 
OK.”

Coming off  of  a few negative results, 
the Broncs look to make some improve-
ments in order to walk away with a 
couple of  victories this weekend.

“I don’t think we will make any 
major changes,” Milligan said. “We 
may mix up our lineup a little bit, 
maybe put in a few new players and 

change up our guard line and see how 
that works.” 

The Broncs are looking to improve 
on their current non-conference record 
and find a flow in their game.  

“Even though our record really isn’t 
what it should be right now, we all have 
a common goal and we are there for 
each other and pushing each other, 
which is making us better,” senior cen-
ter Caitlyn Bopp said.   

Milligan feels that the Broncs are 
beginning to settle into their roles.  

“We haven’t started the way we 
wanted to, but the older group is start-
ing to get their flow,” Milligan said. 
“They’ve gotten us in sync and they’re 
helping some of  the younger girls along 
the way. I think if  this continues, we 
will see some positive results and big 
differences in some things we will be 
doing.”

The Brown Classic is an invitational 
that is held every year. If  it fits into the 
Broncs’ schedule, they typically like to 
attend, according to Milligan. 

 “We like to play in tournaments 
as much as we can because it gives 
you a little bit of  a championship 
feel,” she said. “You know, you go 
away for the weekend looking to win a 
championship.”

Bopp pointed out that the Broncs’ 
aim is simple.  

“The main goal is just to win, bot-
tom line,” Bopp said.  

Sports

years at Rider.”
Allison Triglianos, a sophomore and one of  the 

club’s managers, also noted how Garvey’s leadership 
extended beyond what the stat sheets show. 

“He did more than put up points on the board,” 
Triglianos said. “The rapport he has with the team 
makes them cohesive. I think some of  the guys look up 

to him.”
With already 118 goals in three seasons, Garvey 

was set to shatter the previous record in his senior 
year. However, a concussion has sidelined him for the 
2012-13 season. The injury has not made Garvey any 
less of  a leader. Although he hopes to return back to 
the ice in the spring semester, Garvey still contributes 
to the team as an experienced senior and teammate.

“It has definitely been hard to watch games that I 
could be playing in,” Garvey said. “But I have made 
sure that I make it to all of  the home games and I am 

in the locker room between periods.”
Garvey isn’t the only one emotional about the 

games he has missed. 
“If  there’s one thing I miss, it’s writing down his 

stats and putting his goals up on the scoreboard,” 
Triglianos said. “Frank is an amazing player.”

 

Garvey 
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Women’s Basketball

Rider set to battle in Brown Classic

Senior Sironda Chambers scores a career high 24 points in the win against Lafayette on Wednesday.

Ice Hockey

Broncs face pair of ranked opponents on the road
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‘‘When we play a full 60 minutes, 
we definitely can beat any team in 
the league.”
Forward Brandon Lopez, Ice Hockey
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By Ricky Hajduk

AT a Division I school like Rider, 
club sports are often overshad-
owed by the varsity sports teams 
that play in the NCAA. Just don’t 

tell that to the ice hockey club, led by 
senior and all-time leading goal scorer 
Frank Garvey.

Now in its 21st season of  competi-
tive play, the ice hockey team doesn’t 
have a varsity team to compete with for 
attention. For any student who wants to 
watch Rider hockey, the Lawrenceville 
rink is the place to be. After achieving 
an all-time best record during the 2010-
11 season with 22 wins and just seven 
losses, Rider came back the following 
year with an even more impressive 
result, finishing with a 26-8 record, the 
most wins in a season in club history. 
Although that success was a team effort, 
one player went above and beyond to 
achieve it: senior captain Frank Garvey.

“Great players are the ones who 
work the hardest when no one is watch-
ing,” Head Coach Sean Levin said. 
“[Garvey] forces others to work just as 
hard. He is a complete player.”

A native of  Marlton, N.J., Garvey 
graduated from Cherokee High School 
in 2009. Prior to Rider, Garvey spent 
four years playing for various ice 
hockey teams in the area. As a fresh-
man and sophomore at Cherokee, he 
played for the Junior Phantoms, a youth 
hockey team located in Pennsauken, 
N.J. In his junior year, Garvey played 
for the Flyers Youth team, located in 
Voorhees, N.J., where he served as an 
alternate captain. Garvey ended his 
high school career holding the same 
captain position for the Igloo Jaguars 
out of  Mt. Laurel, N.J. 

Once at Rider, Garvey’s scoring 

ability was evident early on, and his 
teammates and coaches took notice 
immediately. As a freshman, Garvey 
finished the season with 28 goals and 
53 points, both of  which were team 
highs. In just 27 games, his play was 
good enough to earn him Mid-Atlantic 
Collegiate Hockey Association All-Star 
honors. 

Rider graduate Connor Dragone, 
’09, played on the same team as Garvey 
for two years and had nothing but great 
things to say about him.

“Frank was one of  the most impres-
sive players to watch on the ice,” 
Dragone said. “He had a rare combi-
nation of  skills that most people don’t 
have. He was definitely the best player I 
ever played alongside.”

Despite his freshman standing, 
Garvey impressed coaches, players and 

fans alike as a Bronc, and his strong 
first season was only just the beginning 
of  an awards-filled career.

Garvey’s sophomore season was the 
best of  his Rider career. In 27 games, 
Garvey led the team once again with 
47 goals and 75 points. However, it 
didn’t end there: Garvey’s 75 points 
were ninth best in ACHA Division II, 
and his 45 goals led the league, which is 
composed of  200 teams nationwide. 

After two seasons at Rider, Garvey 
had racked up 75 goals and 53 assists 
for 128 points, and needed just 40 goals 
to break Rider’s all-time record of  114 
career goals. Although Garvey couldn’t 
match his 2010-11 performance from 
a statistical standpoint, his junior year 
was impressive for another reason.

In an eight-day, three-game span 
in late January, Garvey scored seven 

goals and added six assists, helping lead 
Rider to three victories. His seventh 
goal, however, which came on Jan. 28, 
in a 10-7 win over Monmouth, was the 
one that made history: With 115 career 
goals, Frank Garvey became Rider’s all-
time leading goal-scorer in club history. 

“It was never my goal or intention 
to set a record when I came to Rider 
but the fact that it happened allowed 
me to realize that hard work does pay 
off,” Garvey said.“I think anyone who 
sets a record is leading by example but 
in a team sport you cannot set a record 
alone. I have had the pleasure of  play-
ing with some great players during my 
career and I think that has definitely 
contributed to this record.”

Garvey finished his junior season 
second in the ACHA with 43 goals, 
bringing his three-year career totals to 
118 goals, 83 assists and 201 points. 

“Frank broke the goal record 
because he worked harder than most 
guys,” Dragone said. “He was one of  
the best natural goal scorers at this level 
of  hockey, which made it fun to watch.”

Garvey worked on his leadership 
role by being on the ice.  

“I was never the best at leading with 
my voice,” Garvey said. “So I focused 
mainly on playing the game the right 
way and leading in that fashion.”

Levin also noted Garvey’s leadership 
abilities and his off-the-ice attributes. 

“One thing that is even more 
impressive about Frank is his outgo-
ing personality and overall joy for the 
game,” he said. “Some people could let 
success go to their head, but Frank has 
remained 
grounded 
throughout 
his four 

By Steve Sica

THE wrestling team (2-0) comes home after a strong 
start in Lock Haven, P.a. last weekend. The 
Broncs will face off  against Princeton (0-3) on 
Saturday as they look to stay undefeated. 

Coach Gary Taylor is thrilled to see his team get 
through two tournaments with big wins. He believes 
this momentum will pay off  against Princeton.

“We have been to two very tough tournaments 
thus far, as well as having wrestled in two dual meets,” 

Taylor said. “This is how we have been preparing. We 
are having a good week of  practice and anticipate a 
tough match with Princeton.”

Taylor doesn’t feel the need to make any big 
changes for the match against the Tigers. 

“We’re not making any adjustments at this time,” 
Taylor said. “We just need to keep working hard and 
improving as the year progresses.” 

Junior James Brundage, who had the best stats (174 
points) for the Broncs at the Keystone Tournament 
on Nov. 18, is also excited about the match against 
Princeton and the prospect of  staying undefeated. 

“We prepare the same way for every team,” 
Brundage said. “We’re having a nice hard week 
of  practice after coming off  a few days break for 
Thanksgiving. We plan on wrestling with the same 
intensity as we have all year.”

Taylor likes what he has seen out of  his team this 
season so far. This year’s competition is tough for the 
Broncs, but the team has risen to the task so far. 

“The main aspects I have noticed are twofold,” 
Taylor said. “We are competing harder this year. 
Some of  that is maturity and some of  it is attitude. 
The other aspect I am seeing is the student athletes 
are progressing the way we thought they would when 
we recruited them.”

This year’s team is mainly underclassmen, with 
only one senior. But the Broncs’ talent is surpassing 
their experience so far this season. 

“This continues to be a young team with only one 
senior in the starting lineup,” Taylor said. “We are 
working hard as coaches and wrestlers, so I believe 
some of  that has added motivation for this season and 
conference championship.”

Sports

$1	  OFF	  
Any	  Menu	  Item
Ice	  Cream	  Sundaes	  
Mix-‐ins	  *	  Milk	  Shakes
Hot	  Chocolate	  *	  Coffee	  
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10	  Self-‐Serve	  FroYo	  Flavors
40	  Toppings!!

Free	  Froyo!	  
Buy	  one	  get	  one	  FREE
of	  equal	  or	  lesser	  value!
With	  Rider	  ID	  and	  coupon
10	  Flavors-‐	  40	  Toppings

Expires	  2/15/13

www.facebook.com/anniesfroyo

Wrestling 

Wrestling ready to rumble against the Tigers

Garvey garners attention as top scorer

➠ SEE GARVEY
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Senior Frank Garvey became the Rider ice hockey All Time leading scorer on Jan. 28. 
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By Steven Eggert

AFTER winning twice in Mexico at the 
Hoops for Hope Classic, the Broncs (4-4) 
said “adios” and faced La Salle (4-1) back 
in Alumni Gym on Thursday.

In the days leading up to the game, the focus 
in practice was to adjust to the challenges of  
playing against La Salle’s professional style of  
offense. 

“They kind play an NBA-style offense where they 
set a lot of  ball screens, go one-on-one and get some 
mismatches,” Head Coach Kevin Baggett said. “They 
create some problems because they are well-coached 
and this is probably one of  the most talented teams 
they’ve had in a long time.”

La Salle was able to defeat Rider by a score of  
63-52. The Explorers started the game on a 24-6 
scoring run through the first nine minutes of  the first 
half  and never looked back. The Broncs were able to 
cut the margin of  deficit down to six points, but the 
poor start to the game and trailing by double digits at 
halftime hurt them in the end.

Baggett took blame for not being ready to play after 
a tough week of  practicing.

“Give credit to Horace Owens,” Baggett said. “He 
did a good job with his team. I obviously didn’t. The 
way we came out, we spotted them 20 points which 
was the difference at the end of  the game. You’ve got 
to prepare the right way if  you want to win. It starts 
with me, and I will make sure these guys will be ready 
[for Drexel].”

Leading the way for the Broncs was junior forward 
Danny Stewart and junior guard Anthony Myles, each 
of  whom scored 12 points and had nine rebounds.

The Broncs have faced LaSalle in each of  the past 

five seasons and have gone 1-4 throughout that time.
On Saturday, the Broncs go to Philadelphia to face 

the Drexel Dragons (2-4), who defeated the Broncs in 
their 6 a.m. game last season by a score of  80-62. 

Despite Drexel’s below .500 record this season, 
the Dragons have proven to be a consistently tough 
test for the Broncs to outmatch throughout the years. 
Since the 2007-08 season, the Broncs have lost each of  
the four games against them. 

Rider’s defense has given up 66.9 points per game 
through the first eight games this season. At this point 
in time last season, the Broncs had given up 79.75 
points per game. With the improved defense, players 
are more confident going into each game.

“[Drexel] takes pride on the defense and that is 
why we struggled with them in the past,” senior guard 
Jon Thompson said. “Now that we are a more defen-
sive team, we play harder and press teams to create 
turnovers. I think we should do a better job against 
[them].”

Drexel’s leading scorer, senior guard Chris Fouch, 
who was averaging 16.7 points per game, fractured 
his ankle and will miss the remainder of  the season. 
Nonetheless, Baggett still realizes that Dragons’ head 
coach, James “Bruiser” Flint, will still put forth a 
competitive lineup to face the Broncs despite the loss 

of  their leading scorer. 
“I don’t care if  Drexel loses all their men — 

Bruiser is going to have them defend regard-
less of  who’s on that roster and who’s on that 
bench,” Baggett said. “They’ll be in games, 
they defend and it’ll be a tough test because 
they have guys who will step up and rally 
around Fouch’s injury. It’ll be the next guy on 
the bench that will step up and he’ll get them 

going.”
This season, the Broncs have gotten off  to a better 

start than last years 1-7 record. One reason the Broncs 
have played better this season is they have worked on 
scoring in many ways rather than relying heavily on 
three-pointers. This season there has been a correla-
tion between a balanced scoring attack and winning 
games. 

“I thought at times last year we lived and died by 
the three-point line,” Baggett said. “My focus this year 
is to balance scoring from our guards and big guys, 
scoring inside and out. I think there’s more pressure 
that you can put on a defense by driving than not 
getting in the lane and settling for threes. That’s how 
we’ve won games this year — when we were balanced 
as opposed to being guard heavy.”

Thompson agreed with his coach. He also felt that 
he and the other guards need to do a better job with 
getting the low post players involved in the scoring 
attack.

“For us personally, getting it inside is something we 
need to do more,” Thompson said. “The balance of  
the offense is very important because it makes other 
team’s job harder.”

Sports

Men’s Basketball

Early struggle spells trouble for Rider
Juniors Anthony Myles (left) and Danny Stewart led the Broncs in scoring in the team’s loss to La Salle, finishing the game with 12 points each on Thursday night.
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‘‘   We spotted them 20 points which was the                
   difference at the end of  the game.” 
 Head coacH kevIn Baggett, Men’s BasketBaLL
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