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Students predict polls, 
reflect on president
Rider reacts to the 2012 presidential election results

By Joe Petrizzo

BUILDING Our Future Bond Act  — 
  Public Question No. 1 — passed 
by a margin of  62.8 percent to 
37.2 percent. Since the referen-

dum has been approved by voters, New 
Jersey will issue bonds totaling $750 
million to assist public and private col-
leges and universities across the state in 
building and equipping higher education 
buildings to increase academic capacity. 
This is the first time in 24 years that the 
state will invest in higher education. 

Benjamin Dworkin, director of  
the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey 
Politics, credits the referendum passage 
to across-the-aisle support in the State 
Legislature and was generally seen as 
positive by most demographics.

“The bond issue had broad bipar-
tisan support in the legislature, as well 
as the endorsement of  the governor,” 
Dworkin said an email. “It also had 
strong support among the business 
community and the general public. 
People understood that effective use 
of  this money will help expand New 

Jersey’s economic climate.” 
Dworkin also attributes this historic 

win to the enthusiasm of  students as 
well as the efforts they exerted to help 
get it passed.

“I think it was wonderful to see 
so many students talking about this 
bond referendum and their interest in 
voting in the election,” he said. “The 
fact that the university provided a free 
shuttle bus for anyone registered with a 
campus address to get to the local poll-
ing site made it much easier for many 
students who otherwise would not have 
made it.”

Of  the $750 million, $300 mil-
lion or 40 percent will go to public 
research universities like Rutgers 
and the University of  Medicine and 
Dentistry of  New Jersey.  $247.5 mil-
lion or 33 percent will be distributed to 
state colleges and universities like The 
College of  New Jersey, Kean University, 
Montclair University, Rowan University 
and Stockton College. County colleges 
like Mercer 
County 

N.J. votes to invest in 
higher education 

➠ SEE BOND
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By Dan Perez

THE next four years will see a familiar face 
in the White House with the re-election of  
President Barack Obama. The 51-year-old 
president won New Jersey’s 14 electoral 

votes with 1,931,644 votes as opposed to Gov. Mitt 
Romney’s 1,372,359.

These results coincide with what Rider stu-
dents believed would be the outcome based on 

information gathered by their peers.
Dr. Myra Gutin, professor of  communi-

cation had her students from The Making 
of  the President: 2012 class conduct an 
election based poll on Oct. 15 and 16 in 
front of  Cranberry’s and Daly’s on the 
Lawrenceville campus. 

The data from 300 students showed 
that Rider favored Obama over Romney in 

a ratio of  70 to 29 percent, with 1 percent 
remaining undecided. The class also asked 
students if  they were registered to vote, if  
they planned on voting, if  they followed the 
presidential campaigns and if  they sided with 
a particular political party. The poll also found 
that 92 percent of  people at Rider planned on 
voting in the 2012 election.

“The average of  Rider students who say 
they will vote is higher than the national aver-
age for people in the same age group,” Gutin 

said. 
When it comes to which political party Rider 

students identify with, 41 percent said they were 
Democrats, 29 percent identified themselves as 
Republicans and 25 percent identified themselves as 
Independents. The rest said they were Libertarians.

The course, which was created in 1988, is offered 
every four years to coincide with the presidential 
elections. Gutin’s 21 students were split into three 
teams to construct and analyze the poll results. 
There was a team that constructed the survey, a 
team that executed the poll and a team that tabu-
lated the results. Gutin said the poll is a good way to 
spark up interest in politics with students.

“The course helps students to become more 
engaged in politics,” Gutin said. “When you get 
them talking to people, like the poll made them do, 
the students gain an interest and learn more about 
the electoral process.”

A larger poll conducted this year by Rider 
Professor Dr. Michael Brogan’s Political Behavior 
class also found that student support for Obama led 
Romney 64 percent to 24 percent, with 11 percent 
remaining undecided. About 1,045 undergraduate 
and graduate students responded by email between 
Oct. 18 and 19. A com-
parable 2008 poll also 
conducted by Rider stu-
dents found that Obama 

Sandy’s aftermath 
hits home for students
By Jen Maldonado

HURRICANE Sandy has blown 
its way through the homes of  
many New Jersey and New 
York residents, including those 

of  Rider’s students and faculty who 
weren’t able to escape the storm’s path.

Students received an email from 
the administration encouraging 
them to return home from both 
the Lawrenceville and Westminster 
campuses if  possible before the storm 
hit, but many did not anticipate their 
hometowns would be hit as hard as 
they were.

“When Hurricane Sandy was first 
talked about, my family honestly 
never expected it to be as destruc-
tive and devastating as it was, which 
is why they chose not to evacuate 
along with other neighbors,” said Erin 
O’Keefe, a senior public relations 
major who lives in a house off  campus 
and was not at her family’s home 
during the storm. “Little did we know, 
it would later wipe out our whole 
block with rushing waves of  water and 

strong gusts of  wind.”
Another student from Staten 

Island, Teresa Trotta, a senior radio 
and TV major, also decided to stay 
on campus since she didn’t think the 
storm “would be so bad,” but did 
eventually return home to see the 
damage that was done to her town.

“Driving around the island with 
my friends was heartbreaking,” Trotta 
said. “As we collected clothes to 
bring to evacuation sites, we began 
to realize so many places we shared 
memories in were gone. It literally 
looked like a scene from a movie. Piles 
of  debris in front of  every house, trees 
uprooted and fallen on top of  homes, 
boats in the middle of  the streets and 
on peoples lawns and army trucks 
everywhere. It all seemed surreal.”

Dr. Pamela Brown, professor 
and chair of  the Department of  
Communication and Journalism who 
lives in Lawrence, said she was “just 
inconve-
nienced 
and out of  ➠ SEE SANDY

PAGE 3

Freshman 
Bobby Callow 

stops for a photo op 
with Uncle Sam on 

Tuesday, Nov. 6.
The stilted historic 
character greeted 

and encouraged 
students to vote as 

they headed into 
Daly’s for lunch. 
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Thursday, Nov. 8 to Sunday, Nov. 11

The Crucible
Thursday, Nov. 8, Friday, Nov. 9, Saturday Nov. 10, 
Sunday, Nov. 11 at 7:30 p.m., BLC Theater
Saturday, Nov. 10 and Sunday, Nov. 11 at 2 p.m., BLC 
Theater

Thursday, Nov. 8

On Fire! poetry slam
7 p.m., the Spitz Theater

Friday, Nov. 9

Bronc bingo
10 p.m., Daly’s

Monday, Nov. 12

First senior pub night
9 p.m., the Pub

Tuesday, Nov. 13

ESPN basketball game
6 a.m., Alumni Gym

Wednesday, Nov. 14

Thanksgiving Luncheon
11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., Cavalla Room
Free for students if  they bring a canned food item. 
Donation tickets cost $6 for faculty and staff  and are 
available in the SRC ticket booth.

Thursday, Nov. 15

The Dream Share Project documentary
7:30 p.m., BLC Theater
Register at careers@rider.edu to reserve a seat.

C O M I N G  U P. . .N E W S  B R I E F S

RIDER’S Black Student Union 
and Tau Kappa chapter of 
Delta Sigma Theta hosted 
an election viewing party in 

the Pub on Tuesday Nov. 6, elec-
tion night. Students watched as 
the results of the nation’s votes 
were announced on various news 
stations. They enjoyed pizza and 
drinks while cheering for their 
favorite candidate. 

Prank problems
An evening joke gone wrong 

caused some confusion in the 
Greek overflow parking lot on 
Saturday, Nov. 3. At about 9 p.m., 
Public Safety was dispatched to 
the overflow lot. They were met 
by a male commuter student who 
said that he found his vehicle 
covered in plastic wrap and he 
noticed heavy scratches on the 
car doors. 

While reporting the incident, 
a female student approached 
the officers and told them that 
the male student’s vehicle was 
mistakenly wrapped. She said 
that she owns the same type of 
car and her friends wrapped his 
car thinking it was hers.

Public Safety then made 
contact with the suspects who 
confirmed that they did wrap the 
male student’s car thinking it was 
their friend’s car. They also said 
that they were unaware of any 
damages made to the wrapped 
vehicle. 

The officers observed a gritty 
material stuck between the 
glass and the window frame and 
recognized it as particles from 
roofing shingles. The victim said 
that Hurricane Sandy did cause 
shingles to hit his car and that 
the scratches were probably a 
result of that incident. The victim 
said he did not want to pursue 
any charges against the two 
individuals. 

Lights out
A section of the back side 

of campus was in the dark and 
not because of a power outage 
caused by Hurricane Sandy.

On Friday, Nov. 2, Public Safety 
officers arrived at West Village A 
after receiving a call about dam-
aged light fixtures. The officers 
met with a male staff member 
who said that sometime between 
4:30 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 1 and 
8:50 a.m. on Friday, Nov. 2, light 
fixtures located on the walkway 
next to West Village A were dam-
aged by unknown suspects. 

In total, the damages are 
valued at $1,700. Photos of the 
damages were taken and an 
investigation is ongoing. If any-
one has information about the 
incident contact Public Safety at 
x5029.

Gate grief
A female resident student was 

the victim of a faulty parking lot 
gate arm on Friday, Nov. 2. 

At 10:33 p.m. Public Safety was 
called to West Village A lot. The 
officers met with a female resi-
dent student who said that while 
driving into the West Village lot, 
the gate arm fell down and struck 
her vehicle. She also pointed 
out scratches on her roof caused 
by the gate arm. Photos of the 
scratches were taken and the cost 
of the damages is unknown at 
this time. 
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S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Students in the News Reporting and Writing class interview Congressman Rush Holt at the Democratic Party convention in New 
Brunswick on Tuesday, Nov. 6. The students’ questions focused on what the election outcome would mean for higher education.
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C O R R E C T I O N
In last week’s issue of  The Rider News, the 
article, “Superstorm Sandy” stated that, 
despite not having power, the residence 
halls at Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
were heated by generators. During the 
power outage, the hallways of  these 
residence halls were heated, but the 
individual dorm rooms were not. 

RUN 100 Presents
Backstage Story

RUN’S BACKSTAGE STORY LOOKING FOR RIDER STUDENT CONTRIBUTORS

       LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ — Rider University Network’s on-campus   program 
Backstage Story is looking for Rider and Westminster students to contribute 
articles for their website RUNBackstageStory.weebly.com.
       According to their website, Producers Ryan Hanratty and Daniel Marley are 
accepting stories or columns from students on up-and-coming artists in the music 
industry and recently released albums.
       “Just because you are not working with us on our show doesn’t me that you 
cannot contribute to Backstage Story,” says co-Producer Marley.  “We have a lot of 
music fans on both the Lawrenceville and Westminster campuses that play music, 
know a lot of new bands entering the industry, or have blogs on their favorite 
music genres.  We want to extend the opportunity for these music fans to be heard 
across a wider spectrum.”
       If you would like to submit an article to Backstage Story, or have any questions 
about submissions, email Daniel Marley at MarleyD@Rider.edu.
       Backstage Story is a RUN Network program that
focuses on the rapidly changing music industry.  
The show covers “everything music” from music 
news to album and band reviews. To learn more 
about Backstage Story and watch past episodes 
visit RUNBackstageStory.weebly.com. 
Follow the show on Twitter @runbackstage.
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power, cable 
and Internet 
for a few 
days.” 

Her family 
on the other hand was not as lucky. 

“My sister lives at the shore and 
never has there been any flooding 
before,” Brown said. “They lost two 
cars and a truck and had damage under 
the house. Never has there been any 
devastation like this.” 

Since Rider canceled classes all last 
week, professors have had to make 
adjustments to their syllabi because 
no days are being added on to extend 
the semester, according to Dean of  
Students Anthony Campbell. 

“I’ve had to cut chapters and sim-
plify my syllabus,” Brown said. “Three 
days doesn’t sound like much to miss 
but it is. Our professors know the mate-
rial of  their classes and can reshape the 
course to work.”

Rider’s Lawrenceville campus only 
lost power for a few minutes during the 
storm, because the electrical infrastruc-
ture was replaced several years ago with 
a system that allows for the campus 
to use a different electrical feed if  the 
main source was to go out, according to 
Mike Reca, associate vice president for 
Facilities and Auxiliary Services.

“If  one section of  the electrical 
service failed, it switched automatically 
to the other service that was active,” 
he said. “This provided us the backup 
system necessary to keep the power on 
during the hurricane.” 

The Lawrenceville campus did not 
end up unscathed though.

“The only damage we did not 
anticipate was to the roof  of  the swim-
ming pool at Maurer Gym,” Reca said. 
“However, the Facilities staff  worked 
very quickly to coordinate the repair to 
this facility and it is now back up and 
running.” 

The Westminster campus hasn’t 
fully recovered from the storm yet. The 
power line that feeds the Cottage and 
re-locatable buildings is still not back 
on, according to Reca.

 “We have some portable genera-
tors on campus there to provide basic 
electrical service to both buildings,” he 
said.

Overall, many seem to agree that 
Rider fared well in the storm, com-
pared to what others experienced.

“I feel both campuses were lucky 
given the level of  damage in other 
areas,” Reca said. “The level of  com-
munication and cooperation amongst 
staff  from the president on down was 

amazing.”
Brown agrees, saying the campus 

“looks like it wasn’t seriously harmed,” 
because of  the efforts of  many Rider 
staff  members.

Although some students’ hometowns 
were destroyed, they are keeping a posi-
tive outlook on the situation.

“Sandy has shown me that in a 
time of  crisis people will pull together 
and go above and beyond to help their 
neighbors when they are in need,” 
Trotta said. “I believe it will take time 
but we are strong people who will 
rebuild our home. Sandy has made me 
very proud to say I am a Staten Island 
girl.” 

O’Keefe has similar sentiments 
about the aftermath of  the hurricane.

“Our basement flooded, our car is 
destroyed and the outside of  the house 
is covered in debris, but those are 
material things that can be replaced, 
whereas lives of  loved ones lost can-
not be,” she said. “The sight of  what 
was once my neighborhood is tragic 
and heartbreaking but seeing Staten 
Islanders come together to help one 
another during this tough time gives 
hope that we will rebuild. Everyone is 
just taking it day by day.”

Contact this writer at  
maldonadoje@theridernews.com
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Bond
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News

Sandy
CONT’D FROM P. 1

“[The bond issue] had strong support among the business commu-
nity and the general public. People understood that effective use of  
this money will help expand New Jersey’s economic climate.” 
 Ben Dworkin, Director of the reBovich

      institute for new Jersey Politics

A tree on the backside of Rider’s campus fell when Hurricane Sandy arrived in Lawrenceville on Monday, Oct. 29. Damages also occurred on the roof of Maurer Gym.
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led Sen. John McCain about 
80 percent to 20 percent.

A comparison of  the 
Rider poll and one con-

ducted by Harvard of  four-year college students 
across the nation showed Rider students lean more 
Democratic than many of  the nation’s other college 
students. A Harvard survey conducted earlier this 
month by the student newspaper, The Harvard Crimson, 
between undergraduate and graduate students found 
Obama led Romney in approval 77 percent to 17 
percent. 

In addition to the re-election of  President Obama, 
ABC News reported that same-sex marriage was 
legalized in the states of  Maryland and Maine and 
recreational marijuana was legalized in Colorado and 
Washington. Some students seem to have mixed opin-
ions on the subject of  the drug now becoming a legal 
substance but have a positive response to the same-sex 
marriage legalization. 

“Legalizing marijuana for recreational use in 
Colorado and Washington is a positive thing, but 
might not be a significant enough change until it 
is federally legalized,” Tim Hester, a senior public 

relations major said. “It should be legalized every-
where in the country. Law enforcement has more 
important things to do than chase people who choose 
to smoke pot. It isn’t any more harmful than alcohol 
and that’s legal throughout America.”

Junior secondary education major Carlee Augliera 
disagreed saying that other important issued need to 
be passed.

“I feel our country’s concern should not be legal-
izing marijuana until marriage equality is legalized in 
every state,” Augliera said. “It’s not nearly as impor-
tant or monumental as the issue of  marriage equality.”

Hester also said he was happy to see same-sex mar-
riage become legal in several states and hopes other 
areas in the country will take notice and follow suit.

“Legalizing same-sex marriage is just like any 
other social change because it will take time,” he said. 
“Maine and Maryland just happened to be the states 
that opened the door. I’m glad it’s beginning to gain 
recognition and I think it should be universally legal.”

Students shared their thoughts regarding the out-
come of  the presidential race as well.

“I’m really glad Obama won,” sophomore elemen-
tary education major Marci Rubin said. “I joked 

with my friends and said that I would have moved to 
Canada if  Romney became president.”

Rubin’s roommate agreed.
“Obama is the best candidate for me as a college 

student,” sophomore history major Rachel Sinoway 
said. “Obama supports Pell Grants and higher 
education.”

Lawrenceville resident Kevin Shield said he was 
disappointed with the outcome.

“I voted for Romney and I’m pretty worried what 
the next four years will be like,” he said. “Romney was 
the better candidate for the economy. Other issues 
aren’t as important as fiscal policy and I’m just not 
confident that Obama will do anything differently to 
better the country.”

Overall, students appear to be optimistic about 
what the President’s next term will bring.

“I’m happy Obama won again,” Augliera said. 
“You can’t fix an economy in four years, which was a 

Election
CONT’D FROM P. 1

Community College 
(MCCC) will receive 
$150 million or 
20 percent. The 

remaining 7 percent, which totals $52.5 mil-
lion, will be given out to private institutions 
with an endowment of  less than $1 billion 
(which only excludes Princeton University.) 

Since Rider is a private institution, it has 
to share in the smallest pool with other pri-
vate schools in New Jersey including Seton Hall and 
Monmouth University. Rider’s grant will only amount 
from $2 million to $4 million and will depend on what 
the university chooses to do with the funds — which 
it has not yet done, according to an article from the 

Times of  Trenton.  
In any case, the chosen project must be approved 

by the Commissioner for Higher Education. 
Regardless of  how much the university receives, Rider 
must pay for 25 percent of  the project, according to 

the bond interpreted text.
Despite the small amount 

of  money Rider will receive 
compared to other universities 
such as an expected $25 million 
for TCNJ and an expected $7.35 
million for MCCC, students 
like Lee Clark, a junior political 
science major are nonetheless 
excited. 

“I’m very happy that the act passed,” Clark said. 
“It’s going to help us develop our research and aca-
demic facilities.” 

SEE PHOTOS FROM THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
CONVENTION IN NEW BRUNSWICK ON ELEC-
TION NIGHT AT THERIDERNEWS.COM
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Vets trade combat for the classroom
By Katie Zeck

“DEMOCRACY in a nation of  
300 million can be noisy 
and messy and complicated. 
We have our own opinions. 

Each of  us has deeply-held beliefs, and 
when we go through tough times, when 
we make big decisions as a country, it 
necessarily stirs passions, stirs up con-
troversy. These arguments we have are 
a mark of  our liberty, and we can never 
forget that as we speak, people in distant 
nations are risking their lives right now 
just for a chance to argue about the 
issues that matter — the chance to cast 
their ballots like we did today.”

In this excerpt from his victory 
speech given early on the morning of  
Wednesday, Nov. 7, President Barack 
Obama highlights American citizens’ 
ability to freely express their beliefs and 
their right to elect our nation’s leaders 
— all of  which would not be possible 
without the men and women who have 
served in the United State’s military to 
defend those rights and freedoms.

As a service to our soldiers, Rider’s 
Veterans Association offers collabora-
tive support and encouragement to the 
university’s veteran population and 
military service members to achieve 
their academic goals, according to 
the association’s new coordinator Jack 
Stoffa.

RU4VETS, the association’s abbre-
viated name, looks to foster commu-
nication within the Rider community, 
provide accurate information regard-
ing issues affecting veterans and to 
offer updated entitlement and benefit 
information for Rider’s military service 
students. There are currently about 
75 student veterans enrolled at Rider 
under the Yellow Ribbon Reintegration 
Bill, Stoffa said.

According to Stoffa, the association 
provides individual care to each of  
Rider’s veterans to help them adjust to 
a college setting following their military 
experiences.

“To come out of  a combat zone, 
it might sound weird, but you’re very 
comfortable even though you’re scared 
to death,” he said. “When I flew heli-
copters, underneath your gloves, you 
knew your knuckles were solid white 
from gripping the controls because 
things are happening, but the comfort 
that you take is the human you’re serv-
ing side-by-side. You take the comfort 
of  that bonding and that wraps around 
you.”

The Yellow Ribbon Bill, according 
to jointservicesupport.org, allows veter-
ans to get undergraduate or graduate 
degrees for free or transfer the entitle-
ment to his or her child or spouse. To 
be a yellow ribbon vet, a soldier needs 
to have served in a combat zone after 
9/11.

Stoffa confirmed that there are 
about 10 regular-track students 
attending Rider under their parents’ 
entitlement.

“We treat them just like our veter-
ans,” he said. “They are the extension 
of  their mom or dad who served. We 
wrap our arms around them and con-
sider them to be part of  our veterans’ 
association.”

Stoffa stressed the importance of  
the sense of  community RU4VETS 
provides the student veterans.

“There’s no way the bonding can 
ever be like what it was in the combat 
zone, but that love and that family 

relationship is what begins the moment 
when you start to feel comfortable 
again. And after going through all that, 
they say, ‘You know what? I want to do 
something with my life; I want to go 
to college.’ It’s the greatest step they 
could ever take. But what do we do? 
We throw them in with 18- or 19-year-
olds, and some of  our professors can 
be younger than our vets. Where is 
that bonding? It’s here at our veterans’ 
association.”

For RU4VETS’ president Joe 
Michlik, a senior finance major, Rider 
was the ideal school to attend following 
eight years of  deployment overseas. He 
joined the National Guard right after 
high school and was sent to Germany, 
where he lived for six years, and later 
spent two years in Afghanistan.

“In 2010, I decided I would get 
out of  my contract [with the National 
Guard] and go to school,” he said. 
“When I was in Afghanistan, I spoke 
with Rider’s Admissions office. I 
returned to the U.S. later that year and 
sat down with my admissions counselor. 
She asked me a few questions about my 
aspirations and what sort of  experi-
ences I had while being in the military. 
By the end of  the day, I was accepted, 
had signed up for classes and gotten my 
Rider ID.”

Michlik said that Rider made him 
feel very welcomed in the college 
community.

“The day was a special moment 
for me because I could feel the respect 
from her and just know that she took 
my military experience as a good thing. 
She said, ‘It would be an honor to have 
you at this school.’”

He added that the faculty and 
administration have been very 
supportive.

“There have been many professors 
who have been greatly helpful for a 
student vet coming back to school after 
being out of  school for 10 years,” he 
said.

Michlik said he is excited that the 
organization is growing and offering 
a wider range of  services to student 
veterans. 

“Last year was difficult for 
RU4VETS because there was no way 
for us to connect with the soldiers 
attending Rider,” he said. “Student 
affairs could not give us the informa-
tion of  which students on campus were 
veterans because of  a confidentiality 
clause. This made it hard to hold meet-
ings because there was not a strong 
showing of  Rider student veterans.”

Michlik said that with Stoffa as the 
new veteran affairs coordinator, all of  
the veterans that enroll at Rider are 
directed to him, which allows the orga-
nization to know exactly which students 
on campus are veterans. Michlik added 
that his duties as president include a 
wide range of  responsibilities.

“As RU4VETS president, I organize 
events and meetings, make sure every 
student veteran is doing well and direct 
them to the appropriate person if  they 
have any issues, whether it be physical, 
psychological or financial,” Michlik 
said. “Even if  it’s just sitting down and 
listening to something they’re dealing 
with, I’m glad to offer a hand to any 
fellow vet.”

Senior elementary education and 
psychology major Tyler Hobbs joined 
the military after a difficult time in high 
school.

“I became very undisciplined and 

barely passed my senior year,” Hobbs 
said in an email. “I decided that if  I 
wanted to do something with my life, 
maybe the Marine Corps would be 
a good start. I joined right after high 
school and was trained to be an avia-
tion mechanic. I signed on for five years 
in the Marine Corps.

During his deployments in 
Bangladesh, Japan and South Korea, 
Hobbs began teaching other Marines 
how to shoot rifles and pistols. It was 
here that he found a love for education. 

“I chose Rider University for its 
size and educational program,” he 
said.“When I first came to Rider I 
was worried about not remembering 
anything from high school — it was six 
years since I was in an actual class. The 
College of  Continuing Studies (CCS) 
was a great help in getting me back 
into the groove of  school and helped 
me relax about and smoothly transition 
into the change in environment and 
pace of  life.”

Hobbs added that many of  Rider’s 
faculty members played a role in his 
smooth transition from the military to 
college.

“Karen Crowell, Angela Gonzalez 
Walker and Boris Vilic from CCS have 
been a great help to me getting started 

with school,” he said. “Greg Hanf, the 
ID guy and former military man him-
self, also helped me to adjust from the 
military to life at college which helped 
to get me out of  my shell and begin to 
enjoy college and all that Rider has to 
offer.”

Stoffa is also a former member of  
the army. He is a retired U.S. army 
warrant officer helicopter test and 
instructor pilot with a 39-year military 
career. He served as the assistant pro-
gram manager for the Army National 
Guard Yellow Ribbon Reintegration 
program. He holds a Bachelor of  
Applied Science and Technology in 
aviation flight technology from Thomas 
Edison State College.

“Our organization’s motto is not 
just RU4VETS, it’s VETS4RU,” Stoffa 
said. “It sums up what our true vision 
and obligation is: keeping each other 
on target to achieve our academic suc-
cess. But at the same time, we want the 
Rider community to know that they 
are strong because they take care of  
veterans.”

Additional reporting by Emily 
Eiermann and David Miller.

Contact this writer at 
zeckk@theridernews.com
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Senior finance major Joe Michlik found a home at Rider after serving in Afghanistan for two years. 
Rider’s Veterans Association works to make an easy transition for veterans wishing to attend college.
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Tyler Hobbs, a senior elementary education and psychology major, is dressed for his first Marine Corps 
Ball in 2005. The College of Continuing Students has helped Hobbs with his goal of becoming a teacher.
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RIDER communication 
professor Dr. Shawn 
Kildea received an 
honor that only a 

handful of  individuals are 
given. He has been selected to 
participate in the Academy of  
Television Arts and Sciences 
Foundation-sponsored Faculty 
Seminar, which took place from 
Saturday, Nov. 3 to Wednesday, 
Nov. 7. 

Only 20 professors world-
wide are chosen to participate 
in the seminar each year, 
which provides educators with 
a behind-the-scenes view of  
Hollywood.

Kildea has been a member 
of  Rider’s faculty for about 15 
years and began the applica-
tion process last winter. He 
was informed on Sept. 2 that 
he had been picked. The fel-
lowship included a five-day 
seminar in Los Angeles where 
he was given the opportunity 
to meet some of  the most 
prominent writers, produc-
ers and directors in the film 
business.

Prior to his departure, 
Kildea expressed his gratitude 
and excitement over being 
chosen. He looked forward 
to the opportunity to see the 

entertainment industry in its 
element.

“The idea behind the semi-
nar is to offer college profes-
sors opportunities to see how 
television entertainment works 
behind the scenes.”

While at the seminar, 
Kildea and the other attendees 

discussed entertainment trends 
and what it’s like to work in 
the industry with some Emmy-
winning industry leaders.  

“Emmy award-winning 
producers are at the high-
est level you can go in the 
industry,” he said. “We’re 
going to get a lot of  interesting 

information. I have zero inter-
est in meeting the actors; I’m 
much more interested in the 
show writers.”

Kildea hoped to make these 
connections for students want-
ing to intern in Los Angeles 
and set up meetings with 
several Rider alumni currently 
working in the industry in 
California. Kildea is looking 
forward to bringing back help-
ful information.

 “It’s a great way to make 
contacts for students,” Kildea 
said. 

Senior radio and TV 
major Jimmy Magrann was 
proud of  his professor’s 
accomplishment.

“He’s a very funny and 
engaging teacher who really 
gives you valuable information 
that you’ll need in the field,” 
Magrann said. “Hopefully he 
learned a lot of  useful tips and 
tricks and will pass them down 
in order to help us further 
ourselves after graduating.”

While he didn’t know 
which industry profession-
als he would be meeting 
with at the Faculty Seminar 
ahead of  time, Kildea heard 
a few rumors. The one in 
particular that he hoped was 
true involved the producers 

from Modern Family, one of  his 
favorite shows.

“I’d love to meet and talk 
with them,” Kildea said. “I 
love the writing so much on 
the sitcoms. I have a lot of  
students that want to write 
for Saturday Night Live and 
they have no idea how to get 
started. I’d like to know about 
the path they’d like to take to 
achieve those goals.”

Kildea aims toward keep-
ing his students as connected 
to the industry as possible. 
His initial interest in going to 
Hollywood was in order to 
learn more about the produc-
tion industry.

He was able to meet Jay 
Roach, the director of  Meet the 
Parents, Austin Powers and Game 
Change.

His selection is an honor for 
the university, as attendance 
to the seminar is limited and 
schools who have a faculty 
member attend are not 
allowed to have any instructors 
apply again for five years.  

Kildea was very enthusias-
tic about the fellowship.

“I’m very excited to go out 
to California,” he said. “It’s 
quite an honor.”

Professor participates in prestigious TV powwow

WHEN most people hear that they’re receiving 
a plane ticket to California, they think of  a 
vacation, but for junior elementary education 
major Lindsey Hegenauer it’s a chance to 

create essential connections for her future. 
From Friday, Nov. 9 to Monday, Nov. 12, 

Hegenauer will represent the Student New Jersey 
Education Association (SNJEA) at the National 
Education Association (NEA) Connections 
Convention in San Diego.

According to Hegenauer, there were nine students 
selected to represent New Jersey and 148 representa-
tives in total from around the country.

The SNJEA is dedicated to advancing causes for 
public education in New Jersey. Hegenauer looks for-
ward to sharing 
her enthusiasm 
for education 
with other like-
minded individ-
uals on behalf  
of  the state at 
the convention.

“This opportunity 
means so much to me 
because I will be able to demonstrate all the passion 
and love I have for teaching to other teachers and will 
be able to network with other representatives of  differ-
ent states,” she said. 

Hegenauer was elected president of  the Student 
Education Association (SEA) at the end of  2011. 
According to Hegenauer, her place in Rider’s branch 
of  SEA contributed to her involvement with this 
program.

“We had direct contact with the SNJEA, which is 
another state organization that gives students the same 
benefits that full-time teachers receive,” she said. 

The members of  Rider’s SEA and SNJEA are 
given the opportunity to attend two yearly workshops 
to bolster members’ educational skill sets.

Hegenauer strongly advocates for student partici-
pation in both SEA and SNJEA and encourages all 

who hope to be teachers to become involved in the 
organizations.

 “As an SNJEA member for the past two years, I 
can truly say that I have learned more than I ever 
thought I would through workshops and interac-
tions with this organization,” she said. “In education 
classes you learn a lot of  the foundations to teach-
ing, but when you put yourself  out there and join 
this organization you are able to really make the 
connection.”

Hegenauer was chosen to participate in the 
conference in place of  senior elementary educa-
tion major Sarah Sell, who was unable to attend. 
According to Sell, sending Hegenauer instead was a 
great decision.

“I have worked extensively with Lindsey in our 
education orga-
nizations, par-
ticularly the SEA 
at Rider,” Sell 
said. “She was my 
president-elect 
last year for the 
organization and 
I have seen her 
leadership grow 

and strengthen. She displays an excellent work ethic 
and impeccable drive to make a difference in the 
education realm. I have no doubt that she will repre-
sent SNJEA and the NJEA with dignity and pride.”

According to Sell, Hegenauer has many prospects 
awaiting her by being a part of  the program.

“She will have chances to learn more about the 
efforts other college student leaders and the national 
student leaders are making to secure fair benefits and 
laws for future teachers,” she said. 

Sell went on to say that Hegenauer will also get 
the opportunity to share her opinions and experiences 
with the NJEA and SNJEA leaders to provide current 
and pre-service teachers with a fair tenure plan, more 
public school positions versus privatization of  educa-
tion and a reasonable solution to teacher evaluations. 

Junior secondary education major, SEA vice 

president and Hegenauer’s roommate Marcella Scalise 
is thrilled on behalf  of  her friend.

“Lindsey works very hard day in and day out and 
deserves to be a part of  this program,” Scalise said. 
“I am so proud of  her and I know she will excel. Her 
professionalism and desire to better herself  for her 
future career as a teacher have allowed her to become 
successful.”

Arts&Entertainment

By J’na Jefferson

By Megan Witos

Where in the world is Lindsey, San Diego?

Dr. Shawn Kildea meets Jay Roach, the director of Meet the Parents, Austin 
Powers and HBO political drama Game Change at the Faculty Seminar. 
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Lindsey Hegenauer flaunts her SNJEA and SEA T-shirts as she 
prepares for her four-day-long trip to San Diego to be one of nine 
New Jersey representatives for the NEA Connections Convention.
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I will be able to demonstrate all the passion and 
love I have for teaching.” 
 Lindsey Hegenauer



OFF-COLOR and sarcastic college-themed humor 
filled the Bart Luedeke Center during comedian 
Eric Nieves’ visit on Monday, Nov. 5.

According to Nieves, much of  the inspira-
tion for his comedy comes from the cultural melting 
pot he experienced while growing up poor and living 
in an urban environment. Born and raised in the 
Bronx, Nieves got his start by entering a local comedy 
club’s open mic contest. 

Since then, he has performed as a featured artist 
on Showtime at the Apollo, opened for renowned comic 
Dave Chappelle, performed at the Laugh Factory 
Comedy Club in Los Angeles and appeared in the 
movie Carlito’s Way: Rise to Power as a gangster.

“It was a highlight to have my mom watch me get 
shot,” he said, in reference to his acting debut.

During his routine, Nieves covered a wide range of  
subjects without hesitation and touched on everything 
from growing up in a Puerto Rican community in 
the Bronx to weird college roommate situations and 
awkward sexual encounters during college.

Nieves also joked about family pressure to have 
babies, what’s on a guy’s mind when he meets a girl 
and what the stereotypical expectation of  a college 
hookup sounds like, while still managing to encourage 
safe sex.

“Sex is dangerous,” he said to the audience. “You 
could catch something — like a kid.”

During the show, Nieves took it upon himself  to 

help men figure out the confusing workings of  the 
female mind. He took no prisoners when it came to 
poking fun at women, discussing how they travel in 
groups to the bathroom, how there’s always a leader 
of  the pack and how there’s no hiding a woman’s 
reaction when she sees an unattractive man. Even the 
women in the audience couldn’t resist chuckling at the 
amusing truth of  their behavior.

The comedian encouraged the audience to par-
ticipate during the majority of  his routine. Nieves 
also kept everyone on his or her toes with his risqué 
gestures, spontaneous body movement and facial 
expressions.

Students felt Nieves’ humor about sex, weird fami-
lies and awkward teenage experiences was something 
with which they could identify.

“I thought that he was awesome and very relatable 
to students,” senior psychology major Brittany Blythe 
said.

Nieves’ appearance seemed to be a nice homecom-
ing after the tension that Hurricane Sandy brought 
about.

“I enjoyed the show,” senior elementary education 
major Kim Warren said. “It was a good welcome back 
to school after a week off. He was also the only come-
dian this year who didn’t make fun of  our mascot.”

Whether students were still recovering from several 
weeks of  exam burnout or getting back into a routine 
after a stressful storm, it appears that Nieves helped 
prove that laughter is indeed the best medicine.

Racy and risqué comedian 
riles up Rider students

DR. Catherine Belford-Budd is com-
ing to Rider on Thursday, Nov. 15 
at noon in Wright Hall to speak 
about obstetric fistula, a taboo 

subject paramount to women’s health, 
especially in developing nations.

Belford-Budd, who worked for years 
in obstetrics and gynecology at Thomas 
Jefferson Hospital in Philadelphia, 
has been teaching and advocating for 
awareness and prevention since 2000.

An obstetric fistula is a hole or tear 
in the birth canal caused by difficult 
childbirth and results in incontinence 
and other health problems as well as 
societal problems; those who suffer 
from this often face social segregation 
and shaming by their peers. It mostly 
affects young women and girls, particu-
larly in developing nations. This severe 
medical condition is often considered to 
be a disease of  poverty.

According to the World Health 
Organization (WHO), between 50,000 
and 100,000 women worldwide are 
affected yearly and an estimated 2 mil-
lion others live with untreated obstetric 
fistulas.

Belford-Budd did not realize the 
severity of  the problem until she came 
across research on the subject matter.

“An article in The New England 
Journal of  Medicine really opened my 
eyes to the problem,” Belford-Budd 
said. “It really becomes apparent 
with immigrants who come into the 
country. Countless medical students 
have encountered women who were 
living with this debilitating condition. 

I realized how important it was that 
everyone in medicine is aware of  it and 
how to treat it. It’s an issue for all medi-
cal personnel.”

The WHO ranked preventing and 
managing obstetric fistulas as the fifth 
Millennium Development Goal of  
improving maternal health, but accord-
ing to Belford-Budd, there isn’t enough 
public awareness.

She says that lack of  education is a 
major problem in both preventing and 
treating the condition.

“In terms of  the obstetric fistula 
population, most people in this coun-
try don’t realize how prevalent this 
problem is in developing countries,” 
Belford-Budd said. “It’s just not on our 
radar. In many places people aren’t 
trained because they don’t have expo-
sure to this problem.”

Dr. Mary Morse, the director of  the 
gender and sexuality studies program, 
believes the issue of  obstetric fistula is 
underpublicized and misunderstood.

“I think it’s an important women’s 
health issue that we are very unaware 
of  in this country,” Morse said. “It’s a 
consequence of  cultures that encourage 
early childbirth. We don’t even know 
how common it is in other parts of  the 
world. People don’t want to know about 
it.”

Morse recommended that Belford-
Budd come to Rider to speak about the 
issue.

“I wasn’t aware that there was an 
entire hospital dedicated to helping 
women with these fistulas until Dr. 
Budd showed me her presentation,” 

Morse said. “These young girls’ bodies 
are not mature enough to handle these 
complications.”

Immature bodies often can’t cope 
with the physical strain of  childbirth. 
Delaying the age of  pregnancy as well 
as having timely access to obstetric 
care available gets to the root of  the 
problem. Understanding that this is 
a medical issue could potentially go a 
long way in ceasing the social ostracism 
afflicted women often face.

If  there is one thing that Belford-
Budd wishes to get across, it is that this 
condition is entirely avoidable.

“It’s a preventable problem,” she 
said. “There is a pretty simple solution 
to a complex situation. It’s a contra-
diction — simple in terms of  basic 
education and health care, but in terms 
of  women’s rights and issues, it can be 
very difficult.”

According to Belford-Budd, there 

are many ways to get informed about 
obstetric fistulas and how to prevent 
and treat them. She recommends read-
ing Half  the Sky by Nicholas Kristof  
and Sheryl WuDunn or watching the 
PBS documentary based on the book in 
order to understand the issue.

 “It isn’t a problem that takes a lot 
of  money,” she said. “It takes plan-
ning and educating and taking care 
of  women in the community and in 
childbirth with complications and send-
ing more highly trained people. There 
needs to be a lot of  education about 
fistula. The people in the medical com-
munity are the best people to get this 
across.”

Contact this writer at pendagastm@     
theridernews.com
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Doctor sheds light 
on a dark subject
By Megan Pendagast
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A woman tends to an infant in a hospital which treats obstetric fistula, portrayed in the PBS documen-
tary Half the Sky, based on the book of the same name by Nicholas Kristof and Sheryl WuDunn.

By Melissa Lindley

Comedian Eric Nieves shocks his attentive audience with non-apologetic jokes and spontaneous facial expressions.
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TOO often college students graduate with degrees in 
hand, ready to take on the world and go searching 
for a job in their field only to find it is not what 
they expected. They slave away at tedious, soul-

crushing office jobs that require no passion and work 
under the constantly flickering fluorescent lighting. This 
idea is the haunting nightmare, and sometimes reality, 
for many recent college graduates.

After realizing they were only at their nine to five 
jobs for the money, Chip Hiden and Alexis Irvin took 
a huge risk and quit their budding careers to embark 
on a life-changing, cross-country experience.

“I majored in history in college and the only option 
people ever seemed to give me as a history major was 
to be a teacher,” Hiden said. “I didn’t know exactly 
what I wanted to do with my degree, but I didn’t want 
to be a teacher, at least not right out of  college.”

The pair filmed The Dream Share Project, a documen-
tary that recounts their cross-country journey to dis-
cover their passions and help make their dreams and 
the dreams of  others with similar struggles come true. 
However, they came to realize that traveling around 
the country was not enough; they needed to actually 
do something. They began recording their interviews 
with people who were fortunate enough to follow their 
ambitions and turn their dreams into a reality. 

“After collecting many interviews from people, it 
was amazing to see how their stories started to parallel 
with our own experiences,” Hiden said.

According to Hiden, they conducted and filmed 
more than 30 interviews with entrepreneurs, artists, 
non-profit founders, athletes and many others, giving 
them a large scope.

Lauren Nicolosi, a career adviser who brought the 
film to Rider, thinks that students can really relate 
to the message The Dream Share Project is trying to get 
across.

“I chose to bring The Dream Share Project to Rider 
because I found it refreshing, motivating and inspir-
ing,” Nicolosi said. “I watched the film and really 
thought our students would love it and benefit from 
seeing it.”

In Kentucky, Hiden and Irvin stumbled upon the 
Latino comedian Alex Reymundo who told them how 

once he decided to commit to comedy, the universe 
conspired in his favor. The more they pledged them-
selves to this project, the easier they found it to relate 
to Reymundo’s experience.

“It’s as if  the universe was telling us we were doing 
the right thing,” Hiden said.

Hiden and Irvin have been touring colleges and 
showing The Dream Share Project to students, especially 
upperclassmen.

“College students can better relate to the experi-
ences and perspectives,” Hiden said. “We’re hoping 
to inspire people to think about possible careers in a 
different way.”

They both firmly believe that showing a 60-minute 
film does not have a big enough impact on view-
ers. Following the film, they conduct a 30-minute 
workshop that takes the themes and applies it to the 
students.

“One of  our strategies is to have students write 
their own obituaries posing the question ‘How do you 
want to be remembered?’” Hiden said.

Nicolosi encourages Rider students to think about 
their passions and incorporate those subjects into their 
work.

“Students at Rider are doing great things — 
whether it’s internships, community service, employ-
ment, involvement in campus and community 
organizations and clubs, studying abroad, research or 
usually a combination of  these things,” Nicolosi said. 
“Meeting with a career adviser can help students to 
market their experiences to employers and to graduate 
and professional schools.” 

Hiden and Irvin’s ultimate goal is to be able to get 
their message out to graduates who have been out 
of  school for one or two years and have been able to 
experience the real world firsthand.

“There are two parts to this process,” Hiden said. 
“The first goal is to empower people to figure out 
what their dream is. The second part is helping people 
overcome obstacles of  chasing their dreams and doing 
something about it.”

The film premiered at the Rehoboth Beach 
Independent Film Festival in Delaware and runs from 
Wednesday, Nov. 7 to Sunday, Nov. 11. The pair was 
also approached about writing a self-help career guide 

for millenials due out next August.
Nicolosi hopes the event will motivate students to 

strive for more than just a typical office job.
“I hope students walk away from the film and 

workshop with a true sense of  all the possibilities — 
including those beyond the typically imagined office 
and cubicle walls,” Nicolosi said.
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By Nicole Cortese

Documentarians share their dream with Rider

Chip Hiden and Alexis Irvin embark on a cross-country journey 
to discover their passions and interview people who follow their 
dreams in order to empower young people to chase their own.
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The Dream Share Project Seminar will 
be held on Thursday, Nov. 15 in the Bart 
Luedeke Center Theater at 7:30 p.m. 
Students should RSVP at careers@rider.edu.

Comedian Eric Nieves shocks his attentive audience with non-apologetic jokes and spontaneous facial expressions.

From snitch to witch, here comes The Crucible
Witch hunts, infidelity and hanging — oh my. All of  these topics and more are included in Westminster College of  the Arts’ most recent 

production, The Crucible, based on Arthur Miller’s controversial play of  the same name, which won the 1953 Tony Award for “Best Play.” The 
setting is Salem, Mass. in the late 1600s during the infamous witch trials and explores how narrow-mindedness can lead to a deeply divided 
community.

The play will be shown on Friday, Nov. 9 at 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Nov. 10  at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 11 at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m. in the Bart Luedeke Center. Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 for seniors and students.
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Mercy Lewis (Colleen Monker), far left, and Abigail Williams (Melissa Saint-Amand), far right, console Betty Parris (Diana Cooper) after she begins to feel sick.
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Editorial

Reaping benefits 
from voting yes
WEDGED between two blustering storms that left some of  New Jersey 

and our coast in shambles was an even more crucial event with the 
potential to build up the nation again — Election Day. Although 
dodging Mother Nature’s curveballs has been the main focus for 

some, the country made the crucial decision to re-elect President Barack 
Obama for another four years and chose pass the bond referendum for higher 
education in New Jersey.

Winning both the popular and electoral votes, Obama still reigns among 
people’s favor, especially for college-aged citizens like us, as he plans to dive 
further into making higher education more affordable for all students.

Another effort passed to enhance New Jersey state colleges and universi-
ties is the approved question number one on the ballot — the Building Our 
Future Act. Prior to Election Day, Rider urged students to vote yes for ques-
tion one wherever possible, such as on ads and in articles in The Rider News 
and on T-shirts given out to students from the Student Entertainment Council 
that said, “Vote yes for Question 1.” After a long time of  hearing what great 
possibilities it could bring to our university if  passed, it has finally been made 
a reality and our university will soon be reaping its benefits.

Like other New Jersey schools, Rider will be given a portion of  the bond to 
use to upgrade certain facilities on campus. Yet, each school will be receiving 
different amounts of  the bond, such as The College of  New Jersey, which will 
be getting $25 million and Mercer County College, which is obtaining $7.3 
million. Rider will be collecting anywhere from $2 million to $4 million from 
the bond according to Benjamin Dworkin, director of  the Rebovich Institute 
for New Jersey Politics — which is little compared to other colleges.

The amount each college gets is based upon what they plan on doing with 
it, and the administration has possible plans for upgrading the journalism labs 
in Fine Arts or renovating Memorial Hall, according to President Mordechai 
Rozanski at this year’s convocation speech on Aug. 30. However, none of  
these plans have been confirmed yet.

Rider provided many helpful tips and directions regarding how and where 
to register and places you could go to vote. There was even a special shuttle 
that ran from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. on Election Day and picked up students out-
side of  the Bart Luedeke Center to vote every half  hour. 

These actions encouraged more students to vote and also to let their voices 
be heard. As college students it’s vital for us to know the issues that will affect 
our education now and our future in the real world. 

The weekly editorial expresses the
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 

This week’s editorial was written 
by Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere.

Opinion

facebook.com/theridernews
@theridernews
@theridernews

THEY say a picture is worth a thousand words; however, the pictures of  Seaside’s 
Casino Pier in the ocean, the sand in the streets of  Belmar and the houses 
underwater in the Barrier Islands were worth millions. Houses, landmarks and 
memories are all swept away in the blink of  an eye. 

As I browsed my newsfeed on Facebook in attempts to keep up with what was 
going on, I noticed a trend growing among my friends. There were countless 
statuses about the lack of  power to their houses and how much they hated being 
without it. 

To be quite honest, I had never been so angry. They were all complaining about 
their power being out for several days when there are still people out there who are 
currently living in shelters because everything they knew and loved was lost. For 
many on Facebook, power was the only thing lost to their homes in the storm. 

Every time I read another complaint, I just wanted to tell them all one thing: Be 

Sophomore Speaks

Students grow selfish 
from no power

➠ SEE POWER
PAGE 9

FOR the second year in a row, ESPN 
will visit the Broncs’ Zoo to broad-
cast the men’s basketball team as 
they play against Stonybrook to a 

national audience on Tuesday, Nov. 13.
Last year, the Broncs were able to 

pack Alumni Gym and turn the Zoo 
into a “white out,” showing true school 
spirit despite the 6 a.m. tip-off  time.

Now, the Athletic Department will 
look to replicate last season’s success of  
bringing in students in anticipation of  
the men’s basketball game. The school 
has already announced there will be 
another “white out” theme this year. 
The national exposure for the Broncs 
is crucial since they are a mid-major 
school located in the middle of  New 
Jersey. The dedicated students, whether 
willingly or coerced out of  bed to make 
the early game make the atmosphere 
and experience something to remember. 
The free T-shirts, energy drinks and 
breakfast food didn’t hurt the cause last 
year either.

A “white out” is a common theme in 
sports games. We aren’t the first school 
to use it, but with all of  the students 
in such close proximity, a sea of  white 

T-shirts coated the entire student 
section, aside from the ones wearing 
spandex body suits, the ones covered 
in paint and the walking banana man 
— the things people will do when you 
put a camera in their faces, but to 
each his own. As the saying goes, “If  it 
ain’t broke, don’t fix it.” Rider and the 
Athletic Department must be running 
with a second consecutive “white out” 
theme because of  success in the previ-
ous season.

So how do you top last year’s experi-
ence? Although the Broncs weren’t able 
to secure a win on the hardwood, the 
Athletic Department clearly impressed 
ESPN to the point where it would like 
to return to Lawrenceville and showcase 
the Broncs. 

Hopefully, Tuesday, Nov. 13 will 
produce another moment that puts 
Rider higher up on the pedestal as the 
students come together to scream, cheer 
and root for the Broncs on national 
television.

-David Pavlak
Senior journalism major

Editor’s Corner

Athletics seek to score 
in second “white out”
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The snow itself  is self-sufficient. There is no other time 
when the whole world seems composed of  one thing and 
one thing only.”

-Joseph Wood Krutch

 Student Perspectives

Enduring the daunting damage of Sandy

BEFORE Sandy’s arrival, mandatory evacuations 
were made, windows were boarded up and people 
stocked up on essential supplies; however, nothing 
could prepare us for what would actually happen. 

New Jersey has never experienced destruction of  
this magnitude before. Once the storm hit, my town 
lost power and experienced a lot of  damage. However, 
it couldn’t even compare to the destruction the shore 

received. The worst that happened to my house was the loss of  power for an 
entire week because of  trees falling on the power lines. 

Without electricity, my only real connection to what was going on around me 
was my cell phone and the radio. I was able to use Facebook to check with my 
loved ones and see pictures of  all of  the destruction my state had gotten from this 
monster storm. I honestly couldn’t believe what I saw.  

-Danielle Gittleman 
Sophomore journalism major

Nov. 10, 1939

AT the 75th Founders Day, honorary degrees were given out. Rider celebrated 
with former New Jersey Gov. Harold G. Hoffman, the president of  Beaver Col-
lege and the top brass of  the New Jersey Department of  Education. The new 
Rider theme song “Ride on with Rider” was sent to Glee Club. 

 
 “Ride on with Rider, there’s victory in sight:
 Get on and ride on with Rider, we’ll win another fight.
 With the Purple and Gold to inspire us —
 We’re bound to win, we’ve got to win —
 Oh (Old Villanova), what a spot you’re in.
 Oh, Ride on with Rider and let the lion roar:
 Fight on for Rider and fight and fight some more.
 Three quarters of  a century, and still we’re going strong,
 So Ride on with Rider as we sing our battle song.
 Ride, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap.
 Ride, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap, giddyap.
 Go to town and mow ‘em down, give a cheer for victory.”

T H I S  M O N T H  I N  R I D E R  H I S T O R Y

Opinion

HURRICANE Sandy impacted many people through-
out New Jersey, but more specifically, the residents 
of  the Jersey Shore. I am from the town of  Toms 
River, which is less than a mile away from the bar-

rier island Seaside Heights. After Sandy flooded and rav-
aged Seaside Heights, the area continued to be destroyed 
by gas fires. Most of  the boardwalk no longer exists, rides 
are amidst ocean waters and houses are left in shambles.

For those who live close to Seaside Heights, the destruction is a tragedy. It’s 
a place that has created wonderful childhood memories on the lively boardwalk 
and memorable moments with friends and families on its beaches. Its close prox-
imity to this fun-filled and scenic attraction has made it a large part of  our lives. 
It is consistently visited throughout the summer and winter by New Jerseyans as 
well as tourists. It is not only a loss of  an attraction but also a loss of  our past, 
present and future.

 During the past week, my hometown tried to give as much relief  as possible to 
the citizens of  Seaside Heights. Nearby high schools are now shelters for victims 
with no homes, electricity or running water. We also raised donations and col-
lected food, water and clothing for displaced families. Our close connection to 
Seaside Heights and the families who live there is shown by our resolve to rebuild 
the shore and through a group that was created called Jersey Strong, which is sell-
ing shirts, magnets and other items for hurricane relief. Our hopes are to clean up 
the area and restore the lives of  many as quickly and efficiently as possible. 

-Samantha Crawford
Freshman journalism major

TREES and power lines were down, houses and cars 
were destroyed, but I think the worst of  the dam-
age was to our beaches. I was at my home in Long 
Island, N.Y. when Sandy hit. Many of  the island’s 

beautiful beaches and parks were completely demolished. 
New York’s famous Jones Beach Amphitheater was dam-
aged and underwater. Nearby, the Ocean Parkway — a 
main highway running between the ocean and the bay 

— was torn into pieces. The ocean and bay converged in the middle for the first 
time since the 1930s. This time of  chaos truly makes history and it has changed our 
lives forever. It will be interesting to see how areas continue to take strides toward 
fixing everything. 

At a time of  such crisis and need, it boggles my mind to see how selfish and 
desperate some people have become. A need for gas turned into a battlefield of  
chaotic East coasters. To me, the materialistic need for generators and unneces-
sary objects is mind-blowing. There are people out there who really need electric-
ity to live. Using a generator without the necessity is like taking life away from 
those people. Preceding the horrors of  Hurricane Sandy, expectations were that 
we’d come together as one coast. To everyone’s dismay, it turned out to be the 
exact opposite.

-Cristiana Votta
Freshman journalism major

IF you asked someone who is not from Staten Island to 
name the five boroughs of  New York, Staten Island is 
usually either the last one mentioned or is just simply 
forgotten. So when the media was tracking Hurricane 

Sandy in New York, usually counties like Brooklyn or 
Manhattan were their main focus. Unfortunately, that’s 
not where most of  the damage in New York occurred.

Just like New Jersey, Staten Island was devastated 
by the impacts of  the hurricane. Every person faced loss in one way or another. 
Some houses were damaged or lost altogether and sadly, some people lost their 
lives. In fact, out of  all the fatalities in New York, half  were in Staten Island. 
Yet, the relief  and rescue service for the victims of  Hurricane Sandy on Staten 
Island was very poor. There was more focus on cleaning up and fixing the other 
boroughs before Staten Island was even thought about. In fact, just like in New 
Jersey, there are people in Staten Island who are still without power.

However, this experience has brought the people of  Staten Island together 
both in anger and sympathy. Anger because of  the slow help Staten Island is get-
ting — New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg seemed to care more about power-
ing up Manhattan with huge generators for the eventually canceled New York 
City Marathon than caring for the people suffering on Staten Island. Yet Staten 
Island is coming together, as people are proudly there for each other and looking 
out for one another with borough pride.

-Tom Albano
Freshman journalism major

thankful that that’s the only thing wrong with your house. There are people in our 
state who are now suddenly homeless and have absolutely nothing to their name. 
Everything they once knew is now gone. How is that fair? 

Even at night when I listened to our battery-operated radio, people were con-
stantly calling in, complaining about the lack of  power and how crews weren’t 
working fast enough for them. I felt disgusted that power was all these people cared 
about. 

After listening to dozens of  phone calls and complaints on the radio, I was just 
about done with it. However, a man from Seaside Heights made a call to the station. 
This man explained that his house no longer exists — it was washed away in the 
storm along with everything he had ever owned. Through tears he told listeners to 
be grateful that they weren’t in his shoes and all they had to worry about was their 
power coming back on while he had to start his entire life over. I couldn’t even begin 
to wrap my head around what it would like to be in his situation. 

This storm taught me not to take things for granted. It wasn’t the end of  the 
world that the power was off  for a week. That was something we could all easily 
deal with. You could never get your house, possessions or family back if  you were 
one of  the people who lost everything. 

All I ask is that you think about others who were not as lucky as you were during 
this storm and be thankful that power was the only thing you lost. Appreciate what 
you have and think of  others less fortunate than you. 

-Danielle Gittleman 
Sophomore journalism major

Power
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By Tom Albano

THE Rider hockey team (6-4-1, 1-2, MACHA) 
is preparing for its upcoming games against 
Bryn Athyn on Friday, Nov. 9 at the Loucks Ice 
Center and St. Joseph’s on Saturday, Nov. 10 in 

Philadelphia.
The Broncs are coming into this game after losses 

to the University of  Delaware and Temple, snapping a 
five-game winning streak. 

Senior forward Frank Garvey thinks that if  the 
Broncs could have taken advantage of  scoring oppor-
tunities, they would have walked away with two wins.

“During the game against Delaware, we had plenty 
of  chances during the game but could not capital-
ize on them,” Garvey said. “The first period of  the 
Temple game was very slow on our side. There was 
no passion. The team seemed very tired and this 
resulted in a 3-0 deficit going into the second period. 
We played two periods while they played three, 
essentially.”

 Head Coach Sean Levin agreed that there were 
errors — both mental and physical — that hurt the 
team in these two games.

“Delaware scored first and we were unable to 
respond,” Levin said. “Once Delaware scored again 
we began to press. We made mental mistakes that led 
to Delaware goals. Temple came out strong and the 
ice was tilted most of  the first period. We can’t expect 
to beat good teams when going down early and play-
ing from behind most of  the game. We didn’t lose this 
game on a bad bounce but because of  our poor play 
early on in the game.”

Levin says, however, that the team will be back on 
the ice soon to prepare for its next games.

“It all starts in practice,” Levin said. “This will 
be our first practice since Oct. 24 so we have plenty 
of  things to work on. This is no excuse for our poor 
performance last weekend, but I’m expecting a differ-
ent Rider team this weekend. We’re going to have two 
up-tempo practices this week to ensure we are ready 
for the weekend.”

With the playoffs starting in February, the team is 
planning to make sure it will have a spot, which has 

been a goal for the whole season, according to Levin. 
His message to the team has been that playoff  posi-
tions are earned and not given.

“Just because we’ve made the playoffs the last 
few years doesn’t mean we can expect to be there in 
February,” Levin said. “It’s going to take hard work 
from all 30 guys to make the playoffs. We’re currently 
dealing with injuries to many of  our leaders and look-
ing for some of  the younger guys to step up.”

The team has shifted its focus, trying to forget last 
weekend’s losses and focus on this weekend’s games 
against Bryn Athyn and St. Joseph’s.

“We work hard to prepare for every game as if  it 
were against a top-ranked team,” Levin said. “We 
need to capitalize on our scoring chances in order to 
have a successful weekend. Having a good first period 

will be one of  our main goals this weekend.”
It ultimately comes down to strong play and focus 

for the team for the duration of  the game, according 
to Garvey.

“All three periods are essential to a victory and 
traditionally, Rider takes a period to wake up,” Garvey 
said. “If  we play ‘Rider hockey’ all three periods of  
the game, there aren’t a lot of  teams out there that 
can stop us.” 

Levin expects his Broncs to move on and focus on 
the games on Friday, Nov. 9 and Saturday, Nov. 10.

“We’ve already turned the page on last weekend’s 
performance,” he said. “I’m expecting a totally differ-
ent team this weekend.”
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Sports

By Steve Sica

THE women’s basketball team begins its season on 
the road against Stony Brook on Friday, Nov. 9 
and returns to the Broncs’ Zoo on Monday, Nov. 
12 to face NJIT.

 Head Coach Lynn Milligan is excited for the sea-
son to start and get back to work.

“You are always anxious at the beginning of  the 
season as you prepare for games,” Milligan said. 
“[But] overall, we feel very good heading into the 
year.”

Milligan 
believes that 
preparing for early 
season games is 
difficult because 
of  the lack of  
knowledge about the 
opponents.

“The first couple of  games are always a challenge,” 
Milligan said. “There is limited scouting information 
this early in the season so we feel if  we focus on us, 
and particularly our defense, we will give ourselves a 
chance to win.”  

The players are also optimistic about what this 
season has in store for them. 

“Our team has one advantage this year that we 
didn’t last year and that is experience,” graduate stu-
dent forward Carleigh Brown said. “We have a lot of  
experienced upperclassmen this year.”

Last season, the Broncs went 11-15 and 3-15 in the 
MAAC. 

With scouting reports tough to come by, Milligan 
and the Broncs are approaching these two games with 

a clear mind, ready to start the year on the right foot. 
“We are preparing for our first games the same as 

we would any other game,” Brown said. “We focus in 
on parts of  the game that are essential to beating each 
team. We also work on knowing some of  the person-
nel of  our opponents.” 

Brown has spent a lot of  time working on different 
aspects of  her game during the offseason.

“Throughout the offseason I have worked very 
hard on my jump shot,” Brown said. “I’ve also been 

gaining the con-
fidence I need 
in myself  to take 
the shots during 
the game.” 

Brown feels 
that all of  her 
hard work will 

help her team on the court. 
“This translates into our offense very well,” Brown 

said. “The more outside shots I make, the more open 
our inside game will be and our post offense is one of  
our strengths.” 

Milligan wants to see how her group of  players 
translates on the court after the hard work they have 
put in during the offseason.

“It is always exciting to see the veteran players 
grow,” Milligan said. “We have a good group of  fresh-
men who are working very hard as well. The exciting 
part is to see all of  them come together.” 

Ice Hockey

Broncs begin home and away contests

Freshman Conner Fox has one goal and one assists for the Broncs in nine games played this season. The Broncs are 6-4-1 this season.

Women’s Basketball

Rider prepares for season opener at Stony Brook

Graduate student Carleigh Brown will look to be a key factor for 
the Broncs this season as they open the year against Stony Brook.

‘‘Our team has one advantage this year that we 
didn’t last year and that is experience.” 
 Graduate student CarleiGh Brown
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WHEN talking about win-
ning athletics at Rider, 
the first sports team that 
always comes to mind is 

Head Coach Lori Hussong’s field 
hockey team.  

Her office is filled with awards 
that the team has earned during 
the past 13 seasons of  coaching 
from the NEC and the NCAA.

Specifically in the last three 
seasons, Hussong has coached the 
Broncs to records of  16-4 in 2010, 
19-2 in 2011 and 15-6 in this 2012 
season. In each of  those years, 
the teams have gone to the NEC 
playoffs and won the conference 
championship.  

In addition to three consecutive 
titles, Rider was also ranked first 
in the NCAA in defense in 2010 
and 2011.

With the success that the team 
had in its two previous years, 2012 
was a challenge for the Broncs 
because they lost key players from 
the 2010 and 2011 NEC champi-
onship runs.

Virginia Egusquiza graduated 

after the 2011 season as the 
Broncs’ all-time leader in scoring 
and assists, a three-time Northeast 
Conference player of  the year and 
arguably is the best player in Rider 
field hockey history.

Megan Pisani also played until 
2011. As team captain, she led the 
team and ended her Rider career 
sixth on Rider’s all-time scoring 
list with 51 goals and 10 assists.

Rebecca Lotito was part of  
the same class as both Pisani and 
Egusquiza. She was a goaltender 
who helped the Broncs become the 
top defensive team in the nation 
in 2010 and 2011. She graduated 
with a career record of  32-4 and 
had 16 shutouts.

This season, Hussong had two 
freshmen goalies, only four seniors 
and 14 of  the 23 players on her 
roster were underclassmen. Going 
into the season, the question was: 
How would they perform after 
graduating significant players?

Hussong coaches alongside 
her husband Dan Hussong. Their 
roles in coaching and recruiting 
have helped to produce a force 
to be reckoned with in the NEC 
and in the NCAA. The two have a 
tremendous passion for coaching 
and sports.

Lori Hussong’s job is to handle 
strategies, conditioning and get 
the team ready for every game. 
With winning records the last few 
years along with three straight 
NEC titles, it’s safe to say her hard 
work has paid off  with tremendous 
success.

Her husband coaches the goal-
tenders and recruits players. Not 
only does he get players locally 
from surrounding states, but he 

has also recruited talented players 
internationally. Specifically, three 
players on this season’s champion-
ship team come from overseas.

Belgian freshman midfielder 
Allison Muschs played every game 
in 2012 scoring eight goals and 
nine assists, while Dutch sopho-
more Eefje Kok has had 12 goals 
and three assists in her first two 
years.

Junior Spaniard Sandra Penas 
has already made a name for her-
self  in the NCAA and NEC con-
ference. Through three seasons, 
she’s been named NEC player of  
the year twice, ranked in the top 
15 nationally in scoring for the 
past two seasons and is third on 
Rider’s all-time scoring list with 54 
goals and 25 assists.

Even though players come and 
go from the Broncs throughout 
the years, the Hussongs have 
found talented players to replace 
them. Their abilities to coach and 
develop players have led their 
teams to success year after year.

The Hussongs are a model 
coaching duo for anyone who 
wants to learn how to lead a suc-
cessful team. 

Combining the passion for 
coaching with the hard work and 
devotion, it is no wonder why the 
Broncs have won titles each of  
the past three seasons. Not only 
have the Hussongs earned many 
awards for their hard work, but 
they’ve also earned profound 
respect among the Rider athletic 
community.

Contact this writer at 
eggerts@theridernews.com

By Cristiana Votta

RIDER’S field hockey team (6-1 MAAC) reached 
the end of  its season’s road after a defeat in the 
NCAA play-in game against the University of  
Massachusetts on Tuesday, Nov. 6. The Broncs 

finished their season positively with a third consecutive 
NEC championship after defeating Monmouth 3-2 on 
Saturday, Nov. 3.

“I was really just happy for the kids,” Head Coach 
Lori Hussong said. “They’ve worked so hard during 
the season. The girls came together in the end and to 
finish off  by winning the NEC championship was a 
very big thing for them.”

Winning the NEC title was a huge accomplishment 
for the team, especially for the four graduating seniors.

“After winning the championship game, I was so 
excited,” senior forward Jackie Adams said. “I was 
really just speechless, completely at a loss for words.” 

Following the huge win over Monmouth, the 
Broncs were set to face 16th ranked University of  
Massachusetts in the NCAA play-in game. Although 
the Broncs weren’t the favorites to walk away with the 
win, they came into the game with high hopes and 
strong intentions.

“Heading into the game, we knew we were the 
underdogs and we really just wanted to give it our 
best and try and make school history,” senior forward 
Marlaine Schneider said.  

Junior forward Sandra Penas felt that the Broncs 
were outmatched by the talent of  their opponents.

“They were just more skilled then we were, but we 
were definitely more tactical,” Penas said. “We were 
ahead the whole game; they scored with just a few 
minutes left.” 

Like all good things, the Broncs’ season came to 
an end, but many goals and accomplishments were 
achieved.

“Having the home field advantage for finals 
was a major goal we accomplished,” Hussong said. 
“Heading into the last weekend of  our season, we 
were 4-1 and we knew that we had to win the next 
two games against two very strong teams. Winning 
those two games was an accomplishment in itself. To 
come out and win back-to-back games like that with 
pressure to secure a playoff  spot and the home field 
advantage was great.”

The Broncs took strides in all aspects of  their game 
throughout the season and were rewarded with a suc-
cessful overall record of  15-6.

“The fact that they came together as a whole group 
as far as friendships on and off  the field was a big 
contributor to our success,” Hussong said. “I think 
it really was also a big key to the turn around of  our 
entire season.”
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STEVEN EGGERT
Steven is the sports editor for The Rider 
News. He is a sophomore journalism 
major.

Sports
Field Hockey

The Broncs wins third NEC title

Green Film Series  
presents . . .  

	  

Tuesday,	  	  
November	  13th	  	  

&	  
Wednesday,	  	  

November	  14th	  
7:00	  p.m.	  	  

in	  Sweigart	  115	  

Column

Field Hockey is still Rider’s top sport 

The Broncs celebrate at midfield with their latest NEC trophy.
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By Corey Donetz

THE newly renovated Broncs’ Zoo will host the start 
of  the Rider men’s basketball season on Friday, 
nov. 9 at 7 p.m. as the Broncs take on Robert 
Morris.

The Broncs will open up regular season play at 
home for the first time since the 2005-06 season. 
Rider’s opener will be followed by another game in 
Alumni Gym that will be nationally televised on ESPN 
against Stony Brook on Tuesday, Nov. 13 at 6 a.m.

Robert Morris is a veteran squad that only lost one 
player to graduation and returns as virtually the same 
team that saw success last season. Senior guard Velton 
Jones led the Colonials with 16 points and averaged 
4.4 assists per game last season. Each of  the top seven 
scorers from last season are returning except senior 
center Lijah Thompson, who tore his ACL.

“They’re a good defending team,” Head Coach 
Kevin Baggett said. “They were one of  the better ones 
in their league and they’re going to be good again this 
year. They’ve got everybody coming back so those 
guys understand what it is to defend, and if  you do 
that the results show it. They had a good year last year 
because of  it.”

Baggett has been an advocate for prioritizing the 
creation of  a defense that is much improved from 
years past. Junior forward Daniel Stewart cites playing 
consistent defense as crucial for securing a win against 
Robert Morris, and during the rest of  the year.

“The key to beating [Robert Morris] is us playing 
great defense,” Stewart said. “Coach preaches defense 
and in order to win we have to play defense and get to 
the free-throw line and make the shots.”

The Broncs were on the losing end of  an 83-57 

defeat against the Colonials on the road last season.
“It’s a rude awakening — we got our behinds 

handed to us last year,” Baggett said. “We need to be 
ready to get after it again this time and being at home 
will hopefully be a difference as well.”

Rider’s freshmen-heavy team will get its first taste 
of  regular-season play, and although they saw action 
in exhibition play, many are anxious to see how the 
underclassmen will handle the pressure on the court in 
the regular season’s early goings. 

“I expect them to be nervous,” Stewart said. “I 
know I was as a freshman, but I’m sure once they get 
in the swing of  things they should play well with the 
minutes they are given.”

Stewart averaged just over 11 points per game last 
season and led the team in rebounds and field goal 
percentage. Alongside Stewart in the projected start-
ing lineup for Rider will be the Broncs’ leading assist 
man from a year ago senior guard Jon Thompson, 
along with junior guard Anthony Myles, sophomore 
center Junior Fortunat and St. John’s transfer junior 
guard Nurideen Lindsey. 

Baggett and company will have a few days off  until 

the Broncs take on Stony Brook at the break of  dawn 
on Tuesday, Nov. 13 on ESPN. 

“If  we can defend and keep these guys in front and 
hold them to a low [field goal] percentage and a low 
scoring percentage, we’ll have a chance,” Baggett said. 

Stony Brook’s shares some play style similarities 
with Robert Morris, but the Seawolves are a younger 
squad after losing some key pieces. Stony Brook will 
be without three of  its top four scorers from last sea-
son, including Bryan Dougher, who averaged double-
digit points in all four years he played with the team. 
Senior forward Tommy Brenton will see an increased 
role this year and look to cause havoc in the low post 
against the Broncs’ front court. Brenton averaged 
7.8 points, 8.1 rebounds and 3.4 assists per game last 
season. 

Shot selection has hampered Rider in years past, 
and Baggett wants to see improvements from the get 
go. 

“We can’t just settle for jump shots the whole time,” 
Baggett said. “I don’t want to rely on the three-point 
line as much as we have in the past. You sink or swim 
with that line and I want to be able to have a balance. 
When we’re not making those shots, we can also go to 
the basket, throw it inside and score inside or drive it 
and get to the basket. I don’t want to be a one-dimen-
sional team.”

Rebounding will also be key for the Broncs as 
Stony Brook was one of  the best rebounding teams in 
the nation last year. The Seawolves ranked 40th out 
of  338 teams in the nation while the Broncs ranked 
226th. 

Rider will finish up its early three-game home stand 
on Nov. 17 against Monmouth University.
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Inside today: 
Broncs wins a third 
NEC championship 
Page 11Sports

Men’s Basketball

Rider tips off season against Robert Morris

The
Broncs 
Are
Back
In
Town

‘‘If  we can defend and keep these guys 
in front and hold them to a low [field 
goal] percentage and a low scoring 
percentage, we’ll have a chance.”   

head CoaCh Kevin BaGGett

Junior transfer Nurideen Lindsey looks to lead the Broncs when they open the season against Robert Morris tonight. The Broncs will also host Stony Brook which will be televised on ESPN on Tuesday, Nov. 13.
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