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Superstorm Sandy
After mass campus exodus and statewide devastation, Rider aims to return to normal

By Katie Zeck

AS the state struggles to 
recover from the historic 
devastation of  Hurricane 
Sandy, Rider also is taking 

the necessary steps to resume a 
normal schedule.

All classes are scheduled to 
restart and offices will reopen on 
Nov. 5, according to the latest 
update from the administration.

“As of  right now we are very 
optimistic that classes will resume 
on Monday,” Dean of  Students 
Anthony Campbell said. “[The 
administration] will meet at 10 
a.m. on [Nov. 4] to see how things 
are progressing.”

Campbell said that when decid-
ing to cancel classes through Nov. 
4, the administration took into 
consideration the status of  the 
roadways for those commuting 
and returning to campus. 

“We did not want anyone to 
be put at risk when traveling,” 
Campbell said. “We also wanted 

to allow members of  Rider’s com-
munity to work with their families 
to make any repairs to their homes 
and communities.”

HAPPENING NOW
Though the Lawrenceville 

campus did not lose power except 
for a brief  blackout on Oct. 29, 
Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
lost power at 6:30 p.m. that eve-
ning. It remained without power 
in the following days, receiving 
limited service from emergency 
generators.

Junior music education major 
Andrew Cox said that aside from 
a few downed trees, conditions at 
WCC aren’t that bad. 

“Life hasn’t changed too 
much,” he said. “I’m actually 
doing projects that are due in 
three weeks so I can get ahead.”

About 70 students stayed on 
the Westminster campus during 
the storm. Once the power went 
out, students were given the option 

to relocate to the Lawrenceville 
campus until electricity was 
fully restored. In addition, the 
shuttle has been in service for 
students who wish to come to the 
Lawrenceville campus to attend 
many of  the activities hosted by 
Campus Life. These activities 
include bingo, Halloween crafts, 
movie showings, dodgeball tourna-
ments and a dance party. 

Director of  Public Safety Vickie 
Weaver visited WCC on Nov. 1 
and said that the students seemed 
to be in good spirits.

“They have emergency genera-
tors running to heat and provide 
lighting to the buildings,” she said. 
“I can’t speak highly enough of  
how responsible and caring the 
students, staff  and employees on 
both campuses have been.”

She lauded the tireless work 
of  Facilities, 
Public 
Safety, 
Aramark, 

Moore Library is a blurred sight on the afternoon of Oct. 29 as Hurricane Sandy makes a direct hit on New Jersey. The university went into emergency mode and canceled classes at least until Monday, Nov. 5.

➠ SEE SANDY
PAGE 3

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s

Obama makes 
students’ A-list

By Joe Petrizzo

A 
scientific poll of  Rider students finds President 
Barack Obama leading Gov. Mitt Romney 
64 to 24 percent, with 11 percent remaining 
undecided. This is down from 2008 when 

Obama led Sen. John McCain about 80 percent to 
20 percent in a comparable poll.

The 2012 poll was conducted by Dr. Michael 
Brogan’s Political Behavior class. About 1,045 
undergraduate and graduate students responded by 
email between Oct. 19 and 30. 

“In New Jersey, college-aged students would be 
supporting the president by large margins,” Brogan 
said. “I am surprised there isn’t [even] more sup-
port for him [at Rider.]”

Brogan noted that Rider students are split on 
whether or not the 
country is moving in 
the right direction. Fifty ➠ SEE POLL
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Friday, Nov. 2

Bronc Bingo
9 p.m., Daly’s

Dodgeball open recreation
7p.m., SRC courts

Saturday, Nov. 3

Pre-basketball game festivities
1 p.m., Alumni Gym

Dance party
8 p.m., SRC courts

Thursday, Nov. 8

On Fire! Poetry Slam
7 p.m., The Spitz

C O M I N G  U P. . .N E W S  B R I E F S

DURING the height of the 
storm, Public Safety arrived 
at West Village B after receiv-
ing a call about an electrical 

fire burning behind the build-
ing. The officers believed the fire 
started when strong winds brought 
the power lines down. Public Safety 
called the local fire department 
and relocated the residents of West 
Village A and B to the Maurer Gym 
prior to the gym’s roof damage. 
Firefighters were able to control 
the fire and the electric company 
cut the power in this area. Students 
were then sent back to West Village.

Roof wreckage
About 8:40 p.m. on Oct. 29, 

Public Safety became aware of 
damage to the roof of Maurer 
Gym caused by strong winds from 
Hurricane Sandy.

At that time, Public Safety 
officers were unable to assess the 
damage because of the strength 
of the storm. Officers did notify 
Facilities of the damages.

On Oct. 31 at 2 p.m., Public 
Safety returned to the gym and 
noticed that metal and bricks 
had fallen from the roof. Facili-
ties came later that day to begin 
repairing the roof and assessing 
the cost of repair. Currently, the 
swim team has relocated its prac-
tices to a pool in Cherry Hill until 
the roof is fully mended. 

Stolen stop sign
The new parking lot at 

Westminster Choir College (WCC) 
is missing a stop sign thanks 
to Sandy and a mischievous 
individual. 

Princeton Borough Police 
notified Public Safety of a stop 
sign that was uprooted from the 
new WCC parking lot. The officer 
said that the wind from the storm 
threw the sign about 75 yards. The 
police officer also said that a WCC 
student observed a car stop, and a 
person get out and take the sign.

The Princeton police was able 
to get identification for the car in 
question and the cost to replace 
the sign will be about $200. 

Car damages
A Daly’s employee found an 

unwelcome surprise in the Daly’s 
parking lot while taking out the 
trash on the morning of Oct. 30. 

The male staff member called 
Public Safety at about 8:30 p.m. 
and said that the winds from the 
hurricane caused a piece of ply-
wood to fly off the roof of Daly’s 
and hit the driver’s side door of 
his car.

The Public Safety officers took 
pictures of the damage. The 
cost of repair has not yet been 
determined. 

Page 2

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Rider’s Photography Club takes a trip to Terhune Orchards in Princeton on Oct. 27 to snap a few rustic shots of the farm and its produce. 
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S A N D Y - I N D U C E D  S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

The following events have been  
postponed until further notice:

•	 Family Weekend
•	 Founder’s Day
•	 Fall 2012 Career Fair
•	 Open House
•	 The	Crucible performances
•	 Family Weekend’s WCC choir concerts

P O S T P O N E M E N T S

R E G I S T R A T I O N
All day and evening classes are expected 
to resume on Rider’s Lawrenceville and 
Westminster campuses on Nov. 5. 
The Registrar’s Office has released the 
following modified advising and regis-
tration schedule:

Monday, November 5, 7:00 a.m. 
27 or more credits passed

Tuesday, November 6, 7:00 a.m. 
24 or more credits passed

Wednesday, November 7, 7:00 a.m. 
1 or more credits passed

Thursday, November 8, 7:00 a.m.
0 or more credits passed

Gov. Chris Christie signed an executive 
order	officially	postponing	Halloween	in	New	
Jersey until Nov. 5. The Governor said that 
he	did	not	want	trick-or-treaters	to	be	injured	
by	toppled	trees,	downed	power	lines	or	
floodwaters.	

For	the	first	time	in	its	158-year	history	the	
New	Jersey	Education	Association	has	can-
celed its annual convention because of  the 
damage sustained in Atlantic City, N.J. 

H A L L O W E E N  H O L D U P

N J E A  C O N V E N T I O N

AT age 19, sophomore elementary 
education and graphic design 
double	major	Nicole	Gomez	was	
diagnosed	with	stage	4	pancreatic	

cancer in September 2012. She passed 
away	on	Oct.	30,	according	to	a	website	
made by her family. She is remembered 
fondly by her classmates. 

“She	was	the	type	of 	girl	that	was	
always	there	for	you	and	made	sure	

you	always	had	a	smile	on	your	face,”	
sophomore Marbel Rivera said. 

Her family is asking for help to 
raise money for funeral costs. Visit 
the	website	below	to	contribute	to	the	
fundraiser.

donationto.com/
NicoleAngelaGomezMemorialFund

Student passes away after battle with cancer
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Sandy
CONT’D FROM P. 1
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Facilities management got right to work removing debris from walkways and roadways on the Lawrenceville campus.

Poll
CONT’D FROM P. 1

percent of  students are either very satis-
fied or somewhat satisfied and 50 percent 
are either very dissatisfied or somewhat 
dissatisfied. 

One of  the reasons for the president’s lead is that 54 percent 
of  students identify themselves as Democrats while only 27 
percent identify as Republicans. However, Romney does lead 
among independent students 39 to 31 percent. Another pos-
sible reason for Obama’s edge is that Rider students see him 
more favorably. A total of  43 percent have positive opinions 
about him while only 24 percent see him negatively. But only 
24 percent of  students see Romney positively and 47 percent 
negatively. 

A comparison of  the Rider poll and a poll conducted by 
Harvard of  four-year college students nationwide shows that 
Rider students leans more Democratic than the rest of  the 
nation’s college students. Harvard finds the president leading by 
a smaller margin – 44 to 33 percent with 14 percent undecided.  
The same can be said about individual issues. Rider students 
trust the president more on the economy by 21 percentage 
points, while nationwide Obama beats Romney on this issue by 
only 8 points.

Despite the fact that his support among Rider students has 
tumbled from four years ago, Obama would surely win Rider’s 
electoral votes if  it had any. According to electoral-vote.com, if  
the election was held today, Obama would receive 299 electoral 
votes – 29 more than necessary – to Romney’s 206, with 33 
votes undecided.

Unicco, the administra-
tion and Residence Life.

“Their work illus-
trates the strength 

of  our community,” she said. “Even our stu-
dents have been helping to move debris from 
walkways.” 

Campbell said that faculty members on both 
campuses will work to make up the classes in the 
time frame of  the normal academic schedule. 

“Adjustments to syllabi will need to be made, 
but currently there are no plans for additional 
time to the academic calendar,” he said.

As of  Nov. 1, Daly’s is back to regular hours 
and is no longer serving food to-go. However, 
Cranberry’s, Subway and Andrew J’s remain 
closed, according to Brian Denver, an Aramark 
manager. 

Campbell said that performances of  The 
Crucible have been rescheduled to take place from 
Nov. 7-11.

 “Everyone in Campus Life has done a 
fabulous job of  making sure the students that 
are on campus have fun things to do,” he said. 
“Residence Life has done a phenomenal job, 
Aramark has done great making sure every-
one had food during the storm, even allowing 
students to take food back to their dorms so they 
wouldn’t have to leave to come back for food. 
Facilities has also done a great job of  getting 
everything cleared up.”

WHEN SANDY WAS HERE
Starting on Oct. 27, the university began tak-

ing the necessary steps to prepare the campus for 
Sandy’s impending force.

“We ask that all resident students who can 
return home to please do so in advance of  the 
storm’s arrival,” said an email send to the entire 
Rider community on Oct. 27. “We recognize 
that not all students can return home; therefore 
residences and dining halls will remain open 
on both campuses. We have appropriate staff-
ing coverage on both campuses and will provide 
essential services during the storm for students 
who cannot return home.” 

In total, 718 Lawrenceville students (out 
of  more than 2,300 resident students) and 
71 Westminster students (out of  about 350) 
remained on campus as of  Oct. 29, according to 
Campbell.

Most who stayed were international students, 
students who live out of  state, or students from 
the shore area — Sandy’s main target.

Junior behavioral neuroscience and psychol-
ogy double major Jad Nasrini, an international 
student, has been attending the university for two 
and a half  years now but has never experienced 
such a terrible natural disaster.

 “I didn’t think it was going to be this bad,” 
Nasrini said. “I thought that the two-day break 
would give me a chance to go do work in the 
lab.”

Resident Advisors (RAs) regularly checked 
on students who stayed. According to Kevin 
Tallaksen, an RA in Gee Hall, his duties included 
making sure residents had enough food and 
water, moving items away from windows, closing 
windows and blinds and making students aware 
that Rider is a dry campus until Nov. 4, meaning 
alcohol cannot be consumed even if  the student 
is over 21.

Rider alumnus Mike Mack of  Union Beach, 
N.J., was one of  the individuals whose home saw 
the effects of  Sandy’s wrath.

“Our little town was hit very hard by 
Hurricane Sandy,” he said. “At least 20 homes 
were completely destroyed, and almost every 
home was damaged in some way. My family lost 
two cars and we had about two feet of  water in 
the first floor of  our home. 

“And we were some of  the lucky ones. Dozens 
of  people are left without food, water, and a 
place to sleep. It was truly a horrifying experi-
ence, but we are thankful that we have made it 
through and confident that we can rebuild our 
town.”

Lawrence Township alerted its community 
members of  Sandy’s damage.

“The mayor’s proclamation for a state of  
emergency in Lawrence Township remains in full 
effect,” said an automated voice message sent out 
on Oct. 30. “Seventy-five percent of  Lawrence 
Township is without power and multiple roads 
are closed due to downed trees and power lines. 
Residents are urged to remain off  of  the roads 
today.” 

Lawrence residents without power were 
permitted to use the locker room showers at 
Lawrence High School, and the cafeteria at 
Lawrence High School was opened to residents 
to access WiFi and charge electronic devices. 

Additional reporting by Chrissy Cody, Joe Petrizzo 
and April Lanzet. 

FOR A COMPLETE GALLERY OF 
PHOTOS FROM HURRICANE SANDY 
SEE THERIDERNEWS.COM

Stockton College On Oct. 27, classes 
were suspended until Oct. 31. 
Classes resumed on Nov. 1. 
The College of New Jersey (TCNJ) As of  Oct. 30, 
TCNJ suspended classes until Nov. 5. The 
back portion of  campus, which includes all 
the academic buildings and the library, will 
likely be without power until Nov. 4.
Mercer County Community College MCCC 

remained closed on Nov. 1.
Monmouth University As of  Oct. 31, Monmouth 
suspended classes until Nov. 5. The university’s 
website noted that because of  safety, power and 
feeding considerations, residence halls were 
closed to returning students without specific/
prior approval from a Residence Life official.
Ramapo University Ramapo suspended 
classes until Nov. 5. Power was lost on 
campus for 2 hours on Oct. 29.
Kean University Kean has been entirely 
without power since Oct 29. All classes and 
activities are canceled until further notice.
Princeton University Princeton was in a 
fall break during the hurricane. The 
campus saw minimal damage.

The status of 
neighboring 
institutions 
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From the Editors

Barack the Vote: 
Obama to assist 
higher education
IF you’re a college student and still undecided on which presidential candidate 

to vote for, take a look at President Barack Obama’s and Gov. Mitt Romney’s 
stances on higher education and your indecision should disappear. 

“Higher education can’t be a luxury. It’s an economic imperative that 
every American should be able to afford,” Obama said to a passionate crowd 
of  his supporters in Virginia as he announced his re-election campaign.  

Compare what the president said about higher education to the statement 
his opponent made, and you will see a clear distinction between the two. 

 “I want to make sure that we keep America a place of  opportunity where 
everyone has a fair shot [and] they get as much education as they can afford,” 
Romney said at a campaign stop in Virginia on June 27.  

According to the National Center for Educational Statistics, the average 
college student earns $14,400 per year. Since Rider’s tuition is $32,820 for 
full-time students, if  the average college student were to attend Rider and 
receive only as much education as he or she could afford, the student would 
only be taught for 43.88 percent of  the academic year or almost one semester. 
That is, of  course, just the cost of  tuition, not room and board, textbooks or 
any other necessary add-on expenses. This is also assuming the student spent 
his or her entire income on education and no other essentials such as clothing 
or car expenses. 

Which would you rather have: education at an affordable price or as much 
education as your little wallets can scrounge up? Even if  you had enough 
money to pay for four expensive years at Rider, why would you do so when 
Obama can make it so much more budget-friendly?  

The rising cost of  college tuition can be somewhat ameliorated by federal 
loans and Pell Grants. During the past summer, Obama led a successful fight 
to extend the federal loan interest rate of  3.4 percent when it was about to 
double. Romney was noticeably silent on the issue, and his campaign website, 
mittromney.com, does not lay out a coherent plan to help students pay for 
higher education. It only mentions vague policy plans like “welcome private 
sector participation instead of  pushing it away” and “replace burdensome 
regulation with innovation and competition.” Given Romney’s track record, 
“burdensome regulation” could be any regulation at all.

The president’s plan to make college more affordable is already being 
implemented.  In 2011, Obama established the American Opportunity Tax 
Credit which “helped 9.4 million students and families afford higher educa-
tion and doubled funding for Pell Grants,” according to barackobama.com. 
The president’s website allows you to compare his education policy to the 
current Romney one (which is always subject to change without warning) and 
also gives a state-by-state outlook. New Jersey students and families received 
on average a $1,700 tax credit in 2011 and are expected to save up to $10,000 
over the next four years. While this does not address the issue of  rising tuition 
costs, it should be noted that no government official can control the price of  
education; there is no magic button that Obama can press that will decrease 
tuition expenses.

Romney’s policy toward Pell Grants is confusing and vague, much like all of  
his positions.  Before he became the Republican nominee, Romney supported 
his now-running mate Rep. Paul Ryan’s (R- Wis.) controversial budget that sig-
nificantly slashed funding for Pell Grants. The month after he chose Ryan as his 
running mate, Romney said he supported maintaining the level of  funding for 
Pell Grants in its current state. At the second debate, Romney stunned everyone 
when he said that he wanted to grow the federal Pell Grant program. 

Obama is moving in the right direction by making grants and loans acces-
sible and easing the burden of  tuition costs. Romney’s plan is probably very 
coherent; the problem is no one is allowed to know what it is. His constant 
flip-flopping and confusion is unsettling for so many young Americans who 
need a good education to secure a job but don’t have the necessary funds to 
pay for it. 

Winston Churchill described Russia as “a riddle, wrapped in a mystery, 
inside an enigma, but perhaps there is a key.” Romney’s stance on educa-
tion is all this and more except there is no need for a key. All you have to do 
is vote for President Obama on Nov. 6 for a future of  affordable educational 
prosperity. 

The weekly editorial expresses the majority  
opinion of  The Rider News.This week’s  

editorial was written by Joe Petrizzo.
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“GOVERNMENT should do for people what they can’t do 
for themselves and no more.” This quote by Abraham 
Lincoln is a cornerstone for what the role of  government 
should be in the United States. As an American, this 

quote stands out to me like “Yes, I can” and “I have a dream.” 
You can get into college. You can get a good job. You can even 

invent an iPod or Facebook or anything you can think of. One of  
the major advantages of  being an American is that you can say 
without hesitation “I can.” 

A black man is president and there are still people who do not 
believe in the potential I have witnessed with my own two eyes. 
There have always been those who do not believe that if  you 
take pride in and polish your craft, anything is possible. Since 
November 2008, there have been more friends and professors who 
say “We can’t.” They would have you believe that government is 
the key to success and equality is no longer good enough. 

Equality is still effective. Imposing a tax on the wealthiest of  us 
(or increasing the tax rate for high income earners) will generate 
tax revenue; however, you do this by imposing an inequality in the 
form of  a tax. Our tax code is already progressive. High-income 
earners pay as high as a 30 percent tax rate right now and this will 
go up as of  January 2013. 

Our president’s policy will increase this rate even further; only 
imposing the increase on a certain group of  people who make 
more than $250,000 per year. It’s difficult to process because 
the same gays and blacks, who largely support the president, 
while fighting tooth and nail for equality, are now supporting this 
unequal tax on small business owners and successful people. Where 
does it stop and should the government take half  of  what you 
make? 

Government is not the key to success, so don’t believe the hype. 

I love people who say that the only reason we have a black presi-
dent is because Barack Obama benefited from affirmative action 
programs while he was applying to college. I also love people who 
tell me that affirmative action programs, as well as food stamps, 
unemployment and social welfare, have helped inner-city blacks to 
the point that they owe their success to handouts and entitlements. 

These people are so wrong it hurts. If  any of  this were true, 
then the people I know who live in Queens, Brooklyn and the 
Bronx who get loads of  government support should be keeping up 
with the Joneses. In other words, success should be raining down 
on inner-city minorities because they are the people often on food 
stamps, welfare, unemployment and benefiting from affirmative 
action programs. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

Inner-city minorities who take advantage of  these programs 
tend to stay on these programs. This perpetuates generations of  
poverty in a cycle which has become almost impossible to break. 
Many of  these people will vote for Obama regardless of  what he 
says or does because he advocates for the same programs some 
people live off  of. It stinks not having the luxury of  choosing your 
candidate based on who is better in debates, but when you have a 
family to feed the choice is easy. 

People ask me all the time: Why are you a black man voting for 
Romney and the Republican ticket? I usually answer like this: I will 
continue to fight for those who don’t have the luxury of  choosing. 
I will use my vote to speak up for values of  equality. No man will 
control my vote through handouts and entitlements. I will seek the 
best candidate over the best party. Forget me as a black man or as 
a Republican. These things make us all American. These values 
unite us.

- Johnathan Josephs, junior political science major

Romney supporter talks race, 
taxes and government handouts

Campus Republican’s Viewpoint

Want to advertise with The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of Rider University  
know about events, meetings and more!

For more information, visit  
theridernews.com/place-an-ad

@theridernews

facebook.com/theridernews

Follow us on Facebook and Twitter
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University proactively prepares 
for Hurricane Sandy’s havoc
WHILE students were worried about whom 

to vote for and what to be for Halloween, 
Rider administration’s main concerns 
were deciding whether classes should 

be held and managing services for those who 
remained on our campuses.

In preparation for the arrival of  Hurricane 
Sandy, Rider made the executive decision on Oct. 
27, through email and Rider alert texts and calls, 
to cancel classes for Oct. 29 and Oct. 30. Along 
with the announcement, Rider urged its students 
to go home, and with this early decision made, 
students were able to choose before the storm 
whether they wanted to hunker down at home or 
on campus. While there were students who could 
not go home, it was a swift and smart suggestion 
that was made for optimal student safety.

When the storm finally hit on Oct. 29, Rider 
lost power, but only momentarily, while 75 per-
cent of  Lawrence Township was without power, 
according to police. Rider was in a lucky pocket 
whose lights stayed on. As for the Westminster 
campus, power went and is still out. Even so, 
people who weren’t able to travel home were kept 
safe, warm and fed on campus during the storm. 

Even though the Lawrenceville campus 
kept all its power, there were and still are many 
towns around the Rider area and in students’ 

hometowns that did not, posing a threat for some 
people to return to campus for classes on Oct. 31. 
In another proactive act, on Oct. 30, Rider sent 
out another alert to the student body canceling 
classes for Oct. 31 as well. 

With the aftermath of  Sandy still affecting the 
availability of  electricity in many students’ and 
faculty members’ homes, Rider’s administration 
thought it was best to cancel classes and close 
offices for the rest of  the week until Nov. 5. 

A lot of  students didn’t realize the level of  
severity this storm would bring us this week 
because of  the fact that Rider is more inland than 
directly on the coast. Even though no one knew 
what to expect with Sandy, refuge options and 
on-campus resources were immediately offered 
to people. Daly’s still served students and Rider 
provided a hotline for student emergencies. The 
administration took action right away and contin-
ues to take preemptive precautions to ensure the 
safety of  students and faculty members. 

The weekly editorial expresses the majority 
opinion of  The Rider News. This week’s editorial 

was written by Opinion Editor Kristy Grinere.

I love people who say that the only reason we have a black presi-
dent is because Barack Obama benefited from affirmative action 
programs while he was applying to college. I also love people who 
tell me that affirmative action programs, as well as food stamps, 
unemployment and social welfare, have helped inner-city blacks to 
the point that they owe their success to handouts and entitlements. 

These people are so wrong it hurts. If  any of  this were true, 
then the people I know who live in Queens, Brooklyn and the 
Bronx who get loads of  government support should be keeping up 
with the Joneses. In other words, success should be raining down 
on inner-city minorities because they are the people often on food 
stamps, welfare, unemployment and benefiting from affirmative 
action programs. Unfortunately, this is not the case. 

Inner-city minorities who take advantage of  these programs 
tend to stay on these programs. This perpetuates generations of  
poverty in a cycle which has become almost impossible to break. 
Many of  these people will vote for Obama regardless of  what he 
says or does because he advocates for the programs some people 
live off  of. It stinks not having the luxury of  choosing your candi-
date based on who is better in debates, but when you have a family 
to feed the choice is easy. 

People ask me all the time: Why are you a black man voting for 
Romney and the Republican ticket? I usually answer like this: I will 
continue to fight for those who don’t have the luxury of  choosing. 
I will use my vote to speak up for values of  equality. No man will 
control my vote through handouts and entitlements. I will seek the 
best candidate over the best party. Forget me as a black man or as 
a Republican. These things make us all American. These values 
unite us.

- Johnathan Josephs, junior political science major

Romney supporter talks race, 
taxes and government handouts

From the Editors

Seal the bond: 
Vote for referendum
AS students head to the polls on Nov. 6 and ponder over 

their presidential picks, they need to make sure they 
don’t skip over a vote for the Building Our Future 
Bond Act. Rider is trying to make it as easy as possible 

for students to hit the correct button. 
The Star Ledger has reported that the New Jersey Senate is 

attempting to pass a $750 million bond referendum, called 
the Building Our Future Bond Act, which would give public 
and private colleges money to improve and expand their 
facilities. If  the bond passes on Election Day, Rider may 
receive an estimated $2 million to $4 million in funding. 
Exactly what projects Rider will pursue with the finances is 
undecided though, according to Benjamin Dworkin, direc-
tor of  the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey Politics.  

Students could have the power to bring a new source 
of  funding to Rider by simply pushing a button. Although 
it seems that it couldn’t be easier to make a significant 
change, Rider is trying to make it even simpler. It is provid-
ing a free shuttle bus service to take all registered voters in 
Lawrenceville to polling stations. The bus will be in front 
of  the Bart Luedeke Center from 11 a.m. until 7 p.m. on 
Election Day, Dworkin said. 

Students who can board the shuttles on Nov. 6 should 
make their voices heard and vote yes on the bond refer-
endum. The additional funding for Rider will allow the 
school to improve its facilities and potentially build new 
ones. Whether we spend a few months at Rider or all four 
years here, we are members of  the Rider community and 
we should show our school how much we value the educa-
tion we’ve received. Students have the rare opportunity to 
make an essentially free donation to their school that has the 
potential to cause big changes. Though this contribution to 
the school will not give you public recognition for your effort 
— your name will not appear on a building for this one — it 
will leave a lasting impact for future generations of  students. 

The weekly editorial expresses the majority  
opinion of  The Rider News. This week’s editorial 

was written by Managing Editor Rachel Stengel.

Campus Republican’s Viewpoint

Want to advertise with The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now cheaper for everyone.
Let the students of Rider University  
know about events, meetings and more!

For more information, visit  
theridernews.com/place-an-ad

@theridernews

facebook.com/theridernews
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“Well, fortunately my power outages were mostly 
momentary so I was able to do some of  my homework 
to keep me busy. However, when the power was out for 
hours at a time I used my phone to watch YouTube. 
I had to drive to a friend’s house so I could use their 
shower before I went to work.”

-Jordan Foster, junior human resource  
management major

Students weather the wrath of Sandy

Silver lining shines in post-storm support
By Joe Petrizzo

IT’S like a scene from The 
Walking Dead: The campus is 
devoid of  people and debris 
litters the paths. There’s con-

cern about having enough food 
and water. The wind grumbles 
eerily through the noisy tree 
branches that dangle precari-
ously above the heads of  those 
that remain. Everyone either has 
cabin fever or is just plain crazy. 
Communication with the outside 
is hindered and the entire world 
seems to have ceased. 

The day after Hurricane 
Sandy blew by was a day like 
no other. As I watched students 
slowly emerge from their resi-
dence halls, I saw looks of  panic 
and relief. As the day went on it 
became apparent that Rider was 

spared the brunt of  the storm 
and received significantly less 
damage than the New Jersey 
coastal towns. As information 
slowly filtered through, students 
either breathed a sigh of  relief  
as they saw that their home-
town made it through the storm 
relatively undamaged or gasped 
as they saw the wreckage Sandy 
had done. 

I couldn’t be more grateful 
that my family and friends are 
all safe. The damage done to my 
house in Hazlet was minimal – 
a fallen basketball pole, a few 
missing fence panels and a col-
lapsed gutter. But the surround-
ing towns were not so lucky. I 
scanned Facebook looking at 
photos that my friends who had 
power or charged smartphones 

posted and was stunned at the 
devastation. One picture that 
stands out in particular is one 
of  a completely leveled house in 
the neighboring Union Beach. 
It was so profound because what 
remained of  the house looks like 
the house behind mine. 

I never thought I would see 
the day where the President 
of  the United States and the 
Governor of  New Jersey — 
fierce political enemies — would 
work cooperatively and praise 
each other while viewing storm 
damage in places I recognized, 
places I have been to and places 
that no longer exist. I always 
thought these kinds of  things 
happened in other countries 
and in other states. 

As the recovery process 

continues on, things will get 
better. New Jersey may be 
ridiculed by the other forty-
nine states, but in the upcoming 
weeks, the other states will see a 
“new” Jersey as everyone bands 
together and reinvigorates the 
state. Part of  one of  our state 
icons – the Seaside Boardwalk 
– may have been destroyed, 
but I am confident that New 
Jersey has not been. With the 
outstanding leadership of  our 
federal, statewide and local 
elected officials — something 
else I never thought I’d see — 
there is no way we can fail.

JOE PETRIZZO
Joe is a copy editor and staff  
writer for The Rider News. 
He is a senior journalism 
major.

Eight individuals describe how they entertained themselves while preparing for the storm 
and coping with the aftermath of  Hurricane Sandy both on and off  campus

“I went home on Saturday when [Rider] announced 
that we would have no classes on Monday and Tuesday. 
I work on a farm so we had to put the chickens away so 
they didn’t fly away since they’re like four pounds and 
make sure all of  the animals were safe. I stayed home 
but we lost power on Sunday and are still out now, so I 
came back to campus on Wednesday since everything’s 
working here.”

-Christina O’Brien, junior behavioral  
neuroscience major

“[The Resident Advisors] had to take headcounts for 
the hall to see who would be staying over the weekend. 
Windows were a big problem and we had to close a lot 
of  windows that were left open. There were quite a few 
rooms that were soaked before we got to them. We kept 
the [remaining] residents updated and a lot of  us played 
board games or watched movies with them. Though a 
lot of  the hall was still gone, [we also] held a Halloween 
party and it went very well.”

-Patrick Shevlin, junior political science major

“I did nothing too exciting since it was difficult to do 
anything, but I hung out with [my friend], ordered 
Chinese [food] and tried to do homework while there 
was still power.”

-Justine Slous, senior journalism major

“Since I live near the shore and everyone was get-
ting evacuated I was stuck on campus. Luckily we only 
lost power for [about] 15 seconds so my friends and I 
watched Mrs. Doubtfire and had a Dexter marathon. It was 
actually really fun, but kind of  creepy. It was tough get-
ting in contact with my family, though, since they had no 
power and no Internet but had working phones. I had no 
service but could use the Internet.”

-Sherah Somervell, junior elementary education and 
pyschology major

“About two hours into the storm the pipes in our base-
ment broke. The basement flooded with roughly two 
to three inches of  water. We tried to fix the pipes while 
looking at them with a flashlight, but the rain was too 
much and the pipes eventually broke again so we decided 
to leave it for when the power came back on. My room-
mate wants to film a scary movie down there for his class, 
though, before we repair anything.”

-Joe Pasquale, senior history major

“My friends and I decided to stay on campus during 
Hurricane Sandy so we stocked up on [supplies], taped 
up the windows, moved furniture and placed water and 
flashlights in strategic areas of  the room. We also played 
board games and watched movies while waiting for the 
storm to hit. Even though the storm was not severe on 
campus, we still had eight people total sleeping in our 
room to make sure [everyone was] calm and safe. It was 
an experience we will never forget.”

-Lauren Irwin, junior secondary education  
and math major

“Luckily, my roommates and I didn’t lose power for a 
long period of  time so we spent the week hanging out and 
watching Sex and the City, cleaning our house and coloring 
the books we brought back in case we had lost power.”

-Jessi Lenox, senior entrepreneurial studies major



THE ESPN Tip-Off  
Marathon is a 24-hour 
event featured on the top 
sports network, which sig-

nifies that the first day of  college 
basketball has finally come back 
to the masses. Games begin at 

midnight on Nov. 13 and run all 
the way into the next day. For the 
second straight year, Rider has 
been given the 6 a.m. game on a 
national network — but does it 
deserve it?

Don’t get me wrong. I enjoy 
watching the Broncs show-
case their talent to a national 
audience, but they are also the 
team that has done the least in 
the MAAC. Nearly every other 
team has found success within 

the MAAC except for Rider.
Iona has won seven MAAC 

championships with the last 
coming in 2006. Siena was 
more recently one of  the most 
dominant teams in the confer-
ence. The Saints sat atop the 
MAAC conference for three 
seasons when they won the 
championships in 2008, 2009 
and 2010. They were the num-
ber one seed in each of  those 
tournaments. Manhattan had 
back-to-back championships in 
2003 and 2004 while Niagara 
won the title in 2005 and 2007. 
St. Peter’s locked up a surpris-
ing championship win in 2011, 
after knocking off  the number-
one seeded Fairfield in the 
semifinals before defeating the 
number-two seeded Iona Gaels 
in the finals. Canisius and 
Fairfield haven’t found recent 
success on the hardwood, but 
both won titles in the late ’90s, 
and Loyola (MD) was the most 
recent champion to be crowned 
when it knocked off  Fairfield in 
2012.

The Broncs have made it 
to the championship game 
twice — once in 2005 against 
Niagara and the other in 2008 
against Siena — but Rider lost 
both games by more than 20 
points.

So why is Rider being 
graced with the privilege of  
ESPN coverage when every-
one has been able to outshine 
us at the end of  year? It can’t 
be because the Broncs played 
memorably during last year’s 
6 a.m. game. Even though 
the Broncs hung around with 
Drexel in the first half, the early 
morning looked like it had 
gotten the best of  Rider as the 
team ultimately ended up los-
ing 80-62. Doug Gottlieb, one 
of  the play-by-play announcers 
from last year’s game, seemed 
as uninterested about being at 
Rider as anyone else, constantly 
referencing other games going 

on or that were to happen 
later that night. The kid who 
showed up in a banana costume 
received nearly as much press as 
the game itself.

The Broncs have a dif-
ficult task on their hands this 
year when they take on Stony 
Brook during the 6 a.m. game. 
The Sea Wolves finished 22-9 
and won the America East 
conference last year. The team 
went on to the NIT and lost in 
a close game against top-ranked 
Seton Hall. One potential ben-
efit for the Broncs is that Stony 
Brook’s guard Bryan Doughner, 
who averaged 13.2 points per 
game last year, graduated. Stony 
Brook also ranked fifth in the 
nation in rebound margin (7.9) 
and 12th in the nation in scor-
ing defense, allowing its oppo-
nents an average of  59 points 
per game.

The Broncs are coming into 
this contest with a team that 
looks very good on paper, but 
time has yet to tell if  that will 
result in wins on the court.

Junior guard Nurideen 
Lindsey highlights the Broncs’ 
squad this year after transferring 
from St. John’s. Lindsey, along 
with junior forward Danny 
Stewart, junior guard Anthony 
Myles and senior guard Jon 
Thompson, will finally try to 
bring the Broncs into MAAC 
basketball greatness this season 
— something that other quali-
fied members of  the Broncs 
haven’t been able do in years 
past. 

Maybe the second time will 
be the charm for the Broncs as 
they once again step onto the 
hardwood early on that Tuesday 
morning.

Contact this writer at 
pavlakd@theridernews.com
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By Steven Eggert

AFTER finishing its “Pink in the Rink” 
October fundraiser to support breast 
cancer awareness, the hockey team (6-2-
1) will start November playing two games 

in two days. 
On Nov. 2, the team travels to Delaware 

Gold Arena to face Delaware (6-4). The Broncs 
will end their slate of  games on Nov. 3 when they 
travel to the Northeast Philadelphia Skatezone to take 
on Temple (7-6). The home game originally scheduled 
on Nov. 4 against Penn State has been canceled.

The team has not faced Delaware yet on this year’s 
schedule. However, the Broncs battled for a 6-2 win 
against Temple on Oct. 20.  

Head Coach Sean Levin elaborated on the different 
challenges each opponent will bring.

“Delaware is the only team we haven’t played this 
season,” Levin said. “It seems like they improved 
since last year. Any time you’re away against a pretty 
good team, you never know. Temple is going to be a 
challenge. Any time you beat a team and play them 
not long after, there’s the bad taste you leave in one’s 

mouth.  So the strategy is to stay hot against Delaware 
and Temple.”

This week of  preparation for the games has been a 
challenge because Hurricane Sandy forced the local ice 
rinks and Rider University’s campus to close. 

As a result, Levin has put a lot of  trust in his players 
to work out off  the ice both mentally and physically. 
This weekend will be a true test of  overcoming a lack 
of  practice throughout the week.

“It’s been a pretty big challenge,” Levin said. “We 
knew over this past weekend that Monday was going 
to be washed, but we did not expect Wednesday to be 
a cancel as well. We have been in touch with the guys 
stressing mental and physical workouts or running in 

the gym. This weekend is going to be circled on 
our calendar. It’s a make-or-break weekend.”

The Broncs made it through October with a 
4-0 record and are currently in the midst of  a 
five-game winning streak.  

Sophomore forward Pat Grilli leads the 
team with 10 goals and 17 points this season.  
After starting the season 1-2-1, he feels that the 
team has started to click.

“We had a little bump in the road about the second 
week,” Grilli said. “But we’ve gotten things back on 
track, so we’re doing well.  We have our game plans 
and we’ve just got to keep working hard.”

Contact this writer at 
eggerts@theridernews.com

DAVID PAVLAK
David Pavlak is the sports editor 
of  The Rider News. He is a 
senior journalism major.

Sports
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All full-price 
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Ice Hockey

Hockey preps for two-game stretch post Sandy

Column

Broncs to be viewed by national audience again on ESPN

SEE THE HOCKEY PHOTO 
GALLERY ON 
THERIDERNEWS.COM

‘‘This weekend is going to be circled on our cal-
endar. It’s a make -or-break weekend.” 
 Head CoaCH Sean Levin
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Inside today: Ice 
hockey has busy 
weekend ahead. 
Page 7

By David Pavlak

BY defeating Saint Francis (Pa.) and 
Monmouth last weekend, the Broncs 
clinched their fourth NEC regular-season 
title and will now host the NEC playoffs on 

Nov. 2 and 3 with aspirations of  a third consecutive 
NEC championship.

The first game will feature Monmouth taking 
on Saint Francis (Pa.) on Nov. 2 at 11 a.m, while 
the Broncs will face Quinnipiac at 1:30 p.m. on 
Ben Cohen Field. The championship game will be 
held on Nov. 3 at noon.

The Broncs took on Quinnipiac on Oct. 14 
on the road and lost 3-2 in a game that snapped 
the Broncs’ 25-game NEC winning streak. Rider 
heavily outshot Quinnipiac even though the final 
score didn’t fall in its favor.

“We respect every opponent,” Head Coach 
Lori Hussong said. “Our loss to them at their field 
taught us to play together and with intensity every 
minute. We outshot them 22-4 and lost, so our 
girls would like to have another shot at them. We 
are playing like a different team at this point of  
the season; we understand what we do well, and 
we will stay away from what we don’t do as well.”

Junior forward Sandra Penas feels that the 
Broncs are capable of  defeating Quinnipiac this 
time.

“I think our team has changed since we first 
played Quinnipiac,” Penas said. “We are stronger 
and play more together, but it’s 
going to be a hard game and 
we will have to play at our best 
to beat them.”

The Broncs look to overcome 
Quinnipiac and the winner of  the Monmouth-
Saint Francis (Pa.) contest in order to secure 
another NEC championship on their home field. 
Hussong believes that the team should consider 
each game as a fresh start.

“If  a team thinks that they can just walk on the 

field and win, it can get surprised,” 
Hussong said. “We take one game 
at a time and focus only on that 
game. Our goal each game is to 
give our best effort. If  you do 
that, you never play in fear of  
losing. If  each player gives her best 
effort, we can accept winning or los-
ing because there is nothing more that 
we could ask for.”

The pair of  wins that the Broncs secured 
on Oct. 26 and 28 helped set them up for a 
run in the NEC playoffs. Rider defeated Saint 
Francis (Pa.) 2-1 and Monmouth 5-2. Penas 
noted the incentives that these wins provided.

“We knew we had to win either Friday or 
Saturday to secure our spot in the champion-
ship, so that was a big motivation,” Penas said. 
“After we beat Saint Francis, we knew if  we 
beat Monmouth, we would host the champi-
onship. Playing on our turf  would be a huge 
advantage, so that was a big motivation 
too. We were able to win both games 
because we outhustled both teams 
and played together.”

Hussong feels that the 
Broncs have all the 
capabilities to walk 
away from 

the weekend as 
NEC champions.

“If  we keep our effort 
level where it’s at and keep playing 

together, good things are going to happen,” 
she said. “These girls have become a typical Rider 
field hockey team — working hard, caring about 
each other and playing their best at the end. It’s 
fun to see it coming together for them.”

Contact this writer at pavlakd@theridernews.com

Sports
Field Hockey

Broncs in hunt for 3rd straight NEC title

Sophomore midfielder Dezarae Fillmyer sends the ball up the field for 
the Broncs. Rider defeated Saint Francis and Monmouth last weekend to 
clinch a share of the NEC regular-season championship.
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MAAC announces preseason teams for 2012-13
2012 MAAC men’s 
and women’s 
preseason teams

Men’s
First Team
Derek Needham, Fairfield, Sr., G, 5-11, Dolton, Ill.
Lamont Jones, Iona, Sr., G, 6-0, Harlem, N.Y.
Erik Etherly, Loyola, Gr., F, 6-7, Alexandria, Va.
George Beamon, Manhattan, Sr., G/F, 6-4, Roslyn, N.Y.
O.D. Anosike, Siena, Sr., F, 6-8, Staten Island, N.Y.

Second Team
Harold Washington, Canisius, Sr., G, 6-1, Brandywine, Md.
Dylon Cormier, Loyola, Jr., G, 6-2, Baltimore, Md.
Robert Olson, Loyola, Sr., G, 6-4, Silver Spring, Md.
Chavaughn Lewis, Marist, So., G/F, 6-5, Queens, N.Y.
Juan’ya Green, Niagara So., G, 6-3, Philadelphia, Pa.

Third Team
Sean Armand, Iona, Jr., G, 6-3, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Emmy Andujar, Manhattan, So., F, 6-6, Bronx, N.Y.
Michael Alvarado, Manhattan, Jr., G, 6-2, Bronx, N.Y.
Rhamel Brown, Manhattan, Jr., F/C, 6-7, Brooklyn, N.Y.
Devin Price, Marist, Sr., G, 6-1, Inglewood, Calif.
Darius Conley, Saint Peter’s, Sr., F, 6-7, Newport News, Va.

Women’s
First Team
Katie Sheahin, Loyola, Sr., G, 5-10, Brookeville, Md.
Lily Grenci, Siena, Sr., F, 6-1, Mars, Pa.
Damika Martinez, Iona, So., G, 5-7, Meriden, Conn.
Kayla Stroman, Niagara, Jr., G, 5-5, Syracuse, N.Y.
Leanne Ockenden, Marist, Jr., G, 5-10, Syracuse, N.Y.
Jamie Ruttle, Canisius, Jr., F, 6-3, Burlington, Ontario

Second Team
MyNeshia McKenzie, Rider, Jr., G/F, 5-11, Springfield, Pa.
Elizabeth Beynnon, Marist, Sr., F/G, 6-2, Burlington, Vt.
Kara Marshall, Loyola, So., G, 5-8, Gaithersburg, Md.
Monica Roeder, Manhattan , Jr., G/F, 6-0, Marlton, N.J.
Lauren Gatto, Niagara, Jr., C, 6-2, Mayfield, Ohio.

Third Team
Katelyn Linney, Fairfield, Sr., G, 5-8, Freehold, N.J.
Casey Dulin, Marist, Jr., G , 5-10, Milford, Conn.
Caitlin Bopp, Rider, Sr., F/C, 6-2, Baltimore, Md.
Aleesha Powell, Iona, So., G, 5-6, Philadelphia, Pa.
Tori Jarosz, Marist, So., F/C, 6-3, Cortlandt Manor, N.Y.
Kristina Danella, Marist, Sr., G/F, 6-1, Manalapan, N.J.

By David Pavlak

THE 2012-13 MAAC 
preseason teams 
have officially been 
released. Two 

Broncs on the women’s 
team have been honored 
by the conference.

Junior guard 
MyNeshia McKenzie 
has been named to the 
preseason All-MAAC 
second team, while 
senior forward Caitlin 
Bopp was named to the 
third team. 

“Having MyNeshia 
and Caitlin named to the 
preseason MAAC teams 
is a great honor for them 
and our program,” Head 
Coach Lynn Milligan 
said. “Caitlin brings a 
true post presence, can 
score on the block and 
is a terrific rebounder. 
She has been a steady 
force within the MAAC 
for three seasons and 
her hard work is being 
recognized. MyNeshia 
is the returning 

leading rebounder in the 
MAAC. She is a double-
double threat every night 
and can cause matchup 
problems.” 

Nobody on the men’s 
side was selected as a 
member of  the pre-
season teams.

Last season, the 
men’s squad had three 
members named to the 
preseason teams. Novar 
Gadson, ’11, was named 
to the first team, while 
Jeff  Jones, ’11, and 
junior forward Danny 
Stewart were named to 
the third team.

Stewart isn’t worried 
about the preseason 
labels. He feels that the 
Broncs will make their 
presence known on the 
court.

“We are under the 
radar — we have a 
pretty good team,” 
Stewart said. “So us 
being the underdogs 
gives us something to 
strive for. Personally, I’m 

not striving for awards. I 
want to win games and 
win a championship. 
The rest will fall into 
place.”

Both Gadson and 
Jones have gone on to 
play basketball interna-
tionally since graduating 
from Rider. Jones is a 
member of  Kis-Raba 
Menti Takarek Soproni 
KC, a member of  the 
Hungary-A Division. 
Gadson plays for 
Antranik in Lebanon.

The Broncs are 
scheduled to have an 
exhibition game on Nov. 
3 against Scranton in 
Alumni Gym.

Rider will then host 
Robert Morris on Nov. 9 
before welcoming Stony 
Brook to Alumni Gym 
as part of  the televised 
6 a.m. ESPN Tip-Off  
tournament. 

Contact this writer at 
pavlakd@theridernews.com

 Additional reporting by 
Corey Donetz Ka
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