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A look ahead at what to expect for the 2012-13 
women’s basketball season page 12

It’s a Cole World
J. Cole brings a dollar and a dream to sold-out performance in SRC

By Christina LoBrutto

MUCH debate has arisen about a 
proposed state law that would 
exempt private universities, 
including Rider, from munici-

pal land-use and local-zoning laws. 
Three specialists from interest 

groups joined a panel at the Princeton 
Borough council meeting on Oct. 9, to 
discuss ways to fight the bill. 

Mayor Yina Moore and her council 
members have been active in inform-
ing the public about Bill A2586 and 
encouraging them to take active mea-
sures to defeat it.

“It is very real and one of  the 
purposes of  holding this forum was to 
really make it clear that this one poten-
tial event could be the most devastating 
of  any that this community could suffer, 
second to a bomb falling on it,” Moore 
said.

“It essentially will annihilate what 
the citizen base has at stake in this 
community.”

Already under the current law and 
a New Jersey Supreme Court decision, 
Rutgers v. Piluso (1972), public colleges 
and universities are exempt from local 
zoning jurisdiction in recognition of  
“the critical public mission served by 
those institutions in educating citizens 

of  the state,” the bill states. 
The justification for the bill is to cre-

ate parity between public and private 
colleges and universities, which, accord-
ing to the bill, shared the same mission.

In a letter to Mayor Moore, 
President Mordechai Rozanski 
expressed Rider’s support of  the bill.

“Rider, along with New Jersey’s 14 
other private colleges and universities, 
supports this bill,” he wrote.

“This proposed legislation, which 
was overwhelmingly passed by the 
Senate in June, simply gives private 
institutions the very same opportuni-
ties to expand, renovate, upgrade and 
improve as public universities through-
out the state have had for some 40 
years now.”

However, Michael Cerra, senior 
administrative analyst for the New 
Jersey League of  Municipalities, feels 
that the bill would create quite the 
opposite of  parity. Most of  the league’s 
members oppose the bill.

“We think it’s a ‘disparity’ bill,” he 
explained of  the league’s view.

“These are private institutions. It’s 
a rather 
concerning 
precedent to 
extend that 

Bill aims to level grounds for private N.J. colleges 
Grammy-award winning hip-hop artist J. Cole’s newest album, Cole World: The Sideline Story, graced the Billboard 200 Albums of the Year chart in 2011. 

The original plans for the new Westminster Choir College parking lot were modified to include an 
underground detention basin to prevent runoff from seeping into Princeton residents’ properties.➠ SEE BILL
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Friday, Oct. 19

Quidditch tournament
4 p.m., Student Recreation Center
Teams must have at least eight players. Register online 
at imleagues.com

Oktoberfest pub night
9 p.m. - 2 a.m., BLC Pub

Thursday, Oct. 25

Coffee house
7 p.m. - 9 p.m., Spitz Theater

Art Gallery: Joan B. Needham
11 a.m. - 7 p.m., Art Gallery

Friday, Oct. 26

Six Flags Great Adventure trip
5 p.m., BLC
Students must sign up in the SRC Ticket Booth. The 
cost is $10 and the bus departs from the BLC

Murder mystery theater
10 p.m., Daly’s Mercer Room

C O M I N G  U P. . .N E W S  B R I E F S

ALCOHOL Responsibility 
Week begins today with 
Halloween-related events to 
teach students about being 

“crazy, sexy sober.” On Monday, 
Oct. 22, both the Lawrenceville and 
Westminster campuses’ dining halls 
will feature kick-off tables that have 
Halloween candy with alcohol and 
drug prevention information on 
them. Mocktail parties in various 
residence halls, such as Ziegler 
Hall, West Village Commons, Ridge 
House and Hill Hall will include 
food, music, a prevention exercise 
and a Q&A about issues related 
to alcohol abuse prevention will 
take place. On Thursday, Daly’s will 
be hosting a Halloween decorat-
ing contest in which submitted 
decorations are to center around 
Halloween and alcohol prevention.

Page 2

Na#onal	  Campus	  
Sustainability	  Day	  
Wednesday,	  October	  24	  

11:30am	  -‐	  1pm	  
Cranberry's	  Pa,o	  

Rain	  Loca)on:	  BLC	  Cavalla	  Room	  

Celebrate	  

•  	  Paint	  Your	  Own	  Pumpkin	  	  
•  	  Sample	  Local	  Apple	  Cider	  (BYO	  mug)	  
•  Trade	  Unwanted	  Clothing	  for	  a	  FREE	  

BroncsGoGreen	  Organic	  T-‐shirt	  

• Learn	  about	  Recycling	  in	  Mercer	  County	  
• Meet	  Eco-‐Reps	  and	  ESSC	  Members	  
• See	  Animals	  from	  the	  	  
Mercer	  County	  Wildlife	  Center	  
For	  more	  informa?on	  contact	  Melissa	  
Greenberg	  at	  megreenberg@rider.edu	  

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Junior Sarah Lopez stops to pet Hailey at Pet Therapy day on 
Wednesday, Oct. 17. According to Rider’s Counseling Center, interac-
tion with pets helps students relax physically and mentally.

C O R R E C T I O N S

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
Scuba troubles

A male visitor’s scuba diving 
lesson was cut short when he 
began experiencing back pains 
this past weekend. 

At 10:30 a.m. on Sunday, 
Public Safety arrived at the Mauer 
Gym in response to a call about a 
medical emergency. The officers 
met with the injured visitor. He 
said that while participating in 
a scuba instruction class offered 
by an off-campus group at the 
Coppola Pool, he heard a pop 
in his back and immediately 
began experiencing pain. The 
man assumed that his injury 
was a result of the heavy scuba 
gear he was wearing on his 
back. Public Safety then called 
Lawrence Township First Aid and 
paramedics transported the man 
to a nearby hospital for further 
examination.

ID swiped
On Sunday, a female resident 

student reported that her ID card 
had been stolen. 

Public Safety arrived at Ziegler 
Hall at 4:50 p.m. and met with the 
student. She said that she forgot 
her ID in the women’s bathroom 
on the first floor at about 1 p.m. 
The student reported that she 
came back 30 minutes later and 
the ID was missing. Neither the 
resident advisor, nor the Ziegler 
Hall office had seen the ID. 

Public Safety officers searched 
the area around the bathroom, 
but were unable to locate the ID 
card.

Science havoc
Public Safety was called to the 

Science building with a report of 
criminal mischief at 7:40 p.m. on 
Saturday, Oct. 13. A staff member 
told the officers that unknown 
individuals had vandalized one 
of the classrooms. The suspects 
reportedly took boxes of chalk 
and threw the chalk around the 
classroom and against the class-
room walls. There were also three 
damaged tiles that the suspects 
had removed from the ceiling. 

The cost of the damage is 
unknown and the investigation 
is ongoing. If anyone has further 
information on this incident 
please contact Public Safety at 
x5029.

In last week’s issue, the article “Get in line 
for Nine” incorrectly referred to Westminster 
College of  the Arts as Westminster Choir 
College. It also said that 8 1/2 was an auto-
biographical book. It is an autobiographical 
film.

In the Oct. 5 issue of  The Rider News, the 
calendar on page two said that there would 
be a health fair and flu shots provided on 
Nov. 12 in the Bart Luedeke Center on the 
Lawrenceville campus and on Nov. 14 in 
Williamson Hall on the Westminster cam-
pus. These health fairs are hosted by Rider’s 
Human Resources and are only open to 
faculty. Students may get a flu shot any time 
at the Student Health Center. The Health 
Center is open from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., 
from Monday to Friday.

w
w

w
.b

ra
df

or
d.

uk

M
ag

gi
e 

Sa
rl

o/
Th

e 
Ri

de
r N

ew
s



Oct. 19, 2012    The Rider News 3

News

732.255.0400 • Main Campus: College Drive, Toms River, NJ
Check with your advisor to make sure your credits transfer back to Rider.

Get 
Credit 
for Your 
College Break!

Get 
Credit 
for Your 
College Break!

Search for classes beginning 10/27 at www.ocean.edu 

Plan nOW FOr Winter-SeSSiOn claSSeS at Occ!

SectiOnS available in:

Sciences, Maths, Liberal Arts, GenEd, History, Basic Skills, English Lit, and many more!

Going toe-to-toe in congressional debate
By Dan Perez

CLEAR contrasts and starkly 
drawn differences were 
on display Wednesday 
as the candidates for the 

12th Congressional District 
squared off  during a debate at 
Rider.

Republican challenger Eric 
Beck went toe-to-toe with 
Democratic incumbent Rush 
Holt in the Bart Luedeke 
Center Theater during 
the event sponsored by the 
Rebovich Institute for New 
Jersey Politics.

Moderator Ben Dworkin, 
director of  the Rebovich 
Institute, steered the hour-long 
discussion of  topics ranging 
from the economic situation of  
the country and the district to 
foreign policy.

“We’ve had a problem in 
this country with spending,” 
Beck said, who owns a risk 
management consulting firm. 
“Over the last 30 years we’ve 
seen a trend where the govern-
ment is spending more and 
more on entitlement programs 
like Medicare and Medicaid. 
I believe that we have to live 
within our means and spend 
less.”

The Republican candidate 
also criticized the federal 
stimulus program.

“The most conservative of  
estimates state that it has cost 
$278,000 in federal money for 
every job it has created,” he 
said. “That is the definition 
of  economic inefficiency. It’s 
wasteful and is a destruction 
of  wealth.”

Holt, who won the 2010 
election by 7 percentage 
points, responded by saying 
President Barack Obama had 
no alternative to enacting the 
stimulus.

“Nobody is happy with the 
current economic situation,” 

he said. “But we 
have to recognize 
that millions of  jobs 
have been created 
in part through the 
economic stimulus 
and in part through 
other activities to 
encourage energy 
production.”

Beck said there is 
another option for 
economic recovery.

“American 
corporations have 
$2 trillion in cash 
and on hand,” the 
Republican said. 
“Many are wait-
ing out the Obama 
administration and 
uncertainty about 
regulatory limita-
tions to invest in 
the economy. The 
private sector creates 
jobs.”

Beck is a Dayton, 
N.J., resident and 
a former state direc-
tor for the Concord 
Coalition, a nonpartisan group 
focused on entitlement reform 
and national budget deficits.

Beck ran unopposed in the 
Republican primary and will 
face Holt on the ballot in the 
Nov. 6 general election.

Holt, a resident of  
Hopewell Township, N.J., 
completed his undergraduate 
degree from Carleton College 
before he received his Ph.D. 
from New York University. 
He taught physics and public 
policy at Swarthmore College 
from 1980-88 before becom-
ing the assistant director of  
research at the Princeton 
Plasma Physics Laboratory at 
Princeton University.

Holt’s father, Rush D. Holt 
Sr., served as a U.S. Senator 
from West Virginia from 

1935-41.
The 12th Congressional 

District is composed of  more 
than 650,000 residents and 
covers parts of  Hunterdon, 
Mercer, Middlesex, 
Monmouth and Somerset 
counties and 44 municipalities.

Dworkin brought up the 
fact that the entire city of  
Trenton is now a part of  the 
12th district because of  redis-
tricting after the 2010 census.

“What is the most signifi-
cant way Congress can help 
cities like Trenton?” he asked.

The candidate’s views were 
in stark opposition to each 
other on the role of  govern-
ment in Trenton.

“We need to improve 
education and we have to 
create jobs directly without 

doing it in a trickle-down 
fashion,” Holt said. “Providing 
healthcare like Medicare and 
Medicaid will benefit urban 
areas like Trenton. We also 
need to invest in infrastruc-
ture — cities like Trenton have 
crumbling infrastructure in 
need of  repair.”

Beck disagreed, stating 
that city programs like the 
Community Oriented Policing 
Services program — an effort 
to rehire officers in Trenton 
through government fund-
ing — are “unaffordable 
and unsustainable federal 
intervention.”

“There’s a limit to how 
much Congress can help cities 
like Trenton,” Beck said. “The 
people and local government 
of  Trenton are ultimately 

responsible for creating their 
own prosperity. Federal gov-
ernment and state government 
can help but they can’t solve 
the problems.”

The best way to sustain 
growth and prosperity in 
Trenton will not come from 
using federal government 
money, but rather from using 
private money and invest-
ments,” the Republican said.

The incumbent Democrat 
objected to Beck’s view.

“My opponent’s basic 
theme is, ‘You’re on your 
own,’” Holt said. “This nation 
has not been built by saying 
‘You’re on your own’;” we are 
a society first.”

The distinction between the 
two candidates grew during 
their closing statements.

“The American dream 
should belong to everyone,” 
Holt said. “It’s not that a few 
people do well and by exten-
sion or some sort of  trickle 
down, you will too. This coun-
try invests in education for all, 
has job programs for all, has 
the environment protected for 
all. That’s a deep value for me 
and my social imperative.”

Beck argued that the pri-
vate sector is vital to economic 
stability.

“Everything we hope to 
achieve depends upon an 
expanding economic pie and 
only a thriving private sector 
can create that,” Beck said. 
“Only the private sector can 
create the revenues we need to 
support the programs that are 
important.”
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N.J. congressman Rush Holt, far right, and challenger Eric Beck discuss economic policies in the Bart Luedeke Center on Wednesday.

READ ABOUT RUSH 
HOLT’S ADDERESS AT 
THE SCHOOL OF EDUCA-
TION’S 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY EVENT AND TO SEE 
A PHOTO GALLERY OF 
THE DEBATE AT THER-
IDERNEWS.COM



4  The Rider News    Oct. 19, 2012

Bill
CONT’D FROM P. 1

News

Career_Services_Ad__101912_Layout 1  10/15/12  5:57 PM  Page 1

privilege to private institutions because we could then 
make the case for other good causes, other good orga-
nizations that also serve some sort of  public purpose. 
So we don’t accept the argument that it’s a parity bill. 
It’s a disparity as far as we’re concerned.”

While public institutions are exempt from local 
zoning laws, they are still required to maintain open 
public records and hold public meetings. They are also 
subject to numerous other regulations and political 
pressure.

Rozanski also discussed Rider’s role in the commu-
nity in his letter.

“Our commitment to the communities that we call 
home — Lawrenceville and Princeton — is under-
scored daily, not just in the number of  New Jersey 
students we educate or the local jobs we create, but in 
our diligence in being good citizens and neighbors,” 
he wrote.“We have excellent relations with the plan-
ning boards in our communities, and we have always 
been — and will continue to be — responsible and 
environmentally conscious when adding to or improv-
ing our buildings, grounds and facilities. In fact, we 
note with great pride that Rider is among the top 
7 percent of  green universities in the entire United 
States.”

Rider’s recently completed efforts to expand 
Westminster Choir College’s parking lot sparked 
opposition from neighbors concerned about water 
runoff, lighting, noise and sightlines. The new lot has 
plantings, drainage islands and a berm to protect 
neighboring homes. 

Marvin Reed, the former mayor of  Princeton 
Borough, who now serves on the planning board, 
argued at the forum that the planning hearings about 
the parking lot were beneficial.

“The newly built parking lot has an enormous, 
beautiful, underground detention basin,” he said. “If  
it had not been for the zoning and the fact that they 

had to appear before the planning board, we wouldn’t 
have been able to get them to deal with the water 
problem that was being created in the neighborhood.”

But Rider administrators, including Rozanski at 
convocation this year, cite the story of  the parking lot 
as evidence that local boards can delay and add costs 
to universities’ projects. The project took 2 1/2 years 
and doubled in price after meetings with neighbors.

Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell also 
expressed his support for the bill.

“We feel we should have the same opportunities to 
expand, upgrade and improve,” he said.“This bill will 
level the playing field and I think we should be able to 
have the same rights as public universities have.”

Charles Latini, president of  the American Planning 
Association of  New Jersey, feels otherwise.

“My opinion is, if  you’re going to level the playing 
field, one would suppose that there’s actually a playing 
field,” Latini said.“If  you’re going to wipe out the 
lines and take out all the fencing, then you won’t have 
a playing field and anybody can do whatever they 
want to do.”

He added that it is important to have communica-
tion between “towns” and “gowns.”

“Balancing the needs of  the communities and the 
institutions is critical,” he said. “Wiping out the rules 
of  the opportunities for that collaboration is absolute 
nonsense.” 

The director of  New Jersey’s Sierra Club, Jeff  
Tittel, also opposed the bill.

“If  you give institutions a free hand to do whatever 
they want, they will do things that are short-sighted, 
narrow and what they think is in their best interest, 
but not necessarily what is in their long-term interest 
or the interest of  the community,” Tittel said.

Henry Chou, a member of  the land use section of  
the New Jersey State Bar Association, explained that 
the group adopted a unanimous resolution opposing 

the bill for legal reasons rather than policy reasons. 
They argue that the bill contradicts the goals of  the 
municipal land use law and will create a special cat-
egory of  private landowners who will not be held to 
the same restrictions as other private owners.

He also shared the fear that this will open argu-
ments from other organizations expecting the same 
exemptions, including hospitals and private high 
schools.

The managing director of  Princeton Future, 
Sheldon Sturges, said his organization is also 
concerned.

“The council of  Princeton Future voted today to 
support the efforts of  Mayor Moore to oppose the 
New Jersey Assembly Bill A2586,” Sturges said. “Over 
its long history, the town of  Princeton has enjoyed a 
cordial and extremely constructive relationship with 
the gown institutions of  higher education.” 

There were no representatives present at the forum 
from the private institutions that would benefit from 
this bill, such as Rider and Princeton University. 
Princeton Borough also has two other institutions 
that could benefit from the exemption: Princeton 
Theological Seminary and the Institute for Advanced 
Study.

The council and panel stressed that the public’s 
next step is to voice its opposition to the Assembly’s 
Higher Education Committee on Nov. 8.

“Now because it’s much more of  a visible issue 
and more people are engaged and doing things, that 
makes a big difference,” Tittel said.“I think that public 
outcry makes a big difference. Just because you think 
it’s a done deal doesn’t mean you don’t have a chance 
to undo that deal.”
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Grad reports back to Rider on D.C. experiences
By Dave Nugent

PAUL Barbagallo, a Rider alumnus 
who currently works as a reporter 
for Bloomberg BNA in Washington, 
D.C., returned to discuss the 2012 

presidential election before an audience of  
students and faculty in Sweigart Hall on 
Monday.

During the first presidential debate, 
Gov. Mitt Romney claimed that 
President Barack Obama has poured $90 
billion into green jobs and that half  of  
the businesses that received funding have gone under, 
Barbagallo said. According to Barbagallo’s talk, the 
stimulus plan approved 33 loans worth about $16 bil-
lion. Of  those 33 loans, some of  the bankruptcies have 
included Solyndra, Beacon Power and Abound Solar. 

Barbagallo said even though the Internet has been 
around through several election cycles, social media 
have really been important in this election, as they 
have given fact checkers the ability to instantly expose 
misinformation.

He added that there is too much information today, 
which causes the news cycle to move so fast that things 
are not scrutinized the way they may have been in the 
past.

 “You can just say anything,” Barbagallo said. 
“It just comes at such a volume and it just comes 
so fast. [About] 20 years ago, if  a candidate made 
a policy assertion and it was wrong, that was a big 
gaffe. [Today] the press and the public would have 
responded en mass. The news cycles are so short and 
an issue is swept right under the rug and we just move 
on.”

As an undergraduate at Rider, Barbagallo was 
a radio and TV major. During this time he had an 
internship with the Princeton Packet. Watching report-
ers coming back to the newsroom to work on their 
stories, as he was writing obituaries, caused him to 
think about a change of  major. After consultating with 
Dr. Barry Janes, professor of  communication, and Dr. 
Shawn Kildea, assistant professor of  communication, 
he made the switch to journalism.

Barbagallo has fond memories of  his time at Rider 
— even waking up for his 8 a.m. Communication 
Theory course with Dr. Jonathan Millen

“Rider has a special place in my heart,” Barbagallo 
said. “I met some of  my closest friends and most 
trusted mentors, including Dr. Gutin.”

Dr. Myra Gutin, professor of  communication and 
journalism said Barbagallo was an excellent student 
who always knew what he wanted to do.

“I remember him as being a very focused student,” 
said Gutin. “He really knew he wanted to go into 
journalism. He was serious about it. I remember hav-
ing the sense that he was going to succeed.”

Barbagallo took the initial step to come back 
to Rider, Gutin said. She was contacted by Steve 
Rudenstein, associate director of  major gifts who said 
that Barbagallo was interested in returning to campus 
to speak about his experiences at Bloomberg. She 
suggested Barbagallo speak to her class, Making of  a 
President 2012.

After working for several different outlets, includ-
ing the Trenton Times, The Pennington Post, North American 
Publishing Company and Wolters Kluwer, Barbagallo took 
his current position with Bloomberg in Washington, 
D.C. 

Barbagallo said his beat is media technology and 
telecommunication policy. He covers the Federal 
Communication Commission (FCC), Congress, 
the House Energy and Commerce Committee, the 
Senate Commerce Committee, the U.S. Department 
of  Commerce, National Telecommunications and 

Information Administration (NTIA) and 
the courts.

Bloomberg in Washington is divided 
into four units: Bloomberg News, which 
focuses on Wall Street; Bloomberg 
Government, which serves the Federal 
agencies; Bloomberg Law, which focuses 
on the courts and Bloomberg BNA, 
Barbagallo said.

“We are the wonks of  the Bloomberg 
world,” he said. “We lift up every stone. 
We write about the most esoteric develop-

ments concerning an election or concerning a federal 
agency or actions on Capitol Hill.”

The FCC, according to its website, regulates 
interstate and international communications by radio, 
television, wire, satellite and cable in all 50 states, the 
District of  Columbia and U.S. territories.

“The FCC is only in the news when Janet Jackson 
shows us a little bit too much of  herself,” Barbagallo 
said. “The FCC is involved in a lot more. The FCC is 
charged by Congress with hastening the deployment 
and adoption of  broadband services. They regulate 
telephone companies, broadcast television, and wire-
less carriers. They are in charge of  managing a lot of  
our economy.”

Getting back to his insight on the 2012 election as 
a reporter in Washington, Barbagallo said there are 
stark contrasts between the two presidential candidates 
in terms of  the role they believe government should 
have in the economy.

“Much of  the debate we have seen in Washington 
has been around how much the government should 
intervene in markets,” Barbagallo said. “Our president 
believes in an active role in the markets. Gov. Romney 
is focused on lowering taxes, less regulation and bal-
ancing the budget.”

Fulbright breathes Korean culture into Rider
By Lauren Santye

DR. Hueng Soo Sim traveled all 
the way from South Korea to 
join Rider’s faculty for his second 
Fulbright scholar mission in the 

United States. 
His first one was at Brown 

University but Sim seems to be 
impressed with Rider.

“What I like most about Rider is the 
serene academic settings and family-
like cordial atmospheres,” he said.

Sim became familiar with Rider 
back when Professor Seiwoong Oh, 
chair of  the English Department and 
Sim’s former classmate at West Texas 
State University, received a teach-
ing position at Rider. Sim is currently 
teaching a political science course 
called Korea and its Neighbors this 
semester at Rider.  

His students appreciate that Sim can 
provide an international view on issues 
discussed in class.

“I think Professor Sim is very knowl-
edgeable in his field of  study and it’s a 
great, unique experience taking a class 
taught by a Fulbright scholar,” senior 
Sadie Calin said. “The personal experi-
ences he brings to the table really help 
to put global issues involving Korea 
into perspective.”

The Fulbright Scholar-in-Residence 
program, which is administered by 
the State Department of  the U.S., was 
started in 1948 by former State Sen. 
William Fulbright who was looking to 

stimulate an international exchange of  
scholars and students so they could get 
to know one another better. Students 
and scholars are selected based on their 
excellences in their field and are sent to 
teach abroad. Two have been selected 
from South Korea so far, including Sim.

Sim said his favorite part of  teaching 
is “sharing what I know with growing 
generations and having the ability to 
expand my students’ horizons.” 

He has a specific goal when it comes 
to what he hopes Rider students get 
from his class. 

“I would like to tell American audi-
ences about Korea, its culture and 
history and the importance of  peace 
and prosperity in Asia as well as in the 
world,” he said.

Sim grew up in Jinju, which is on 
the southern coast of  South Korea. 
Before he came to Rider, he taught at 
Gyeongsang National University, which 
is one of  the 10 National Flagship 
Korean Universities. It has three cam-
puses with more than 20,000 students 
and 1,500 faculty and staff.  He has 
been teaching in the Political Science 
Department for the past 15 years. 

Growing up, Sim said he always 
wanted to be a teacher. He received his 
undergraduate degree from West Texas 
State University and his master’s and 
Ph.D in political science and interna-
tional relations from Tulane University 
respectively. 

He originally began teaching at 

Tulane University, where he stayed for 
4 1/2 years. However, six months after 
he received his Ph.D, he returned to 
Korea. 

“I didn’t like the political situa-
tion of  Korea at the time so I almost 
escaped from Korea,” Sim said. “So 
when I got to the United States I 
wanted to study political science so that 
I can make Korean politics better.”

Sim currently resides in Lawrence 

for the year with his wife, Young, 
of  20 years, and their two children: 
Teresa, 19, who is a freshman at 
Rider and Doungha, 15, a student at 
Lawrenceville High School. 

 Sim seems pleased with his experi-
ence at Rider so far.

“I am happy with what I have here 
at Lawrenceville — a pretty, caring, 
welcoming and snug campus,” he said. 

Fulbright scholar Dr. Hueng Soo Sim is visiting Rider from South Korea as a professor of political sci-
ence for this academic year. Sim is teaching a class called Korea and its Neighbors this semester.
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“[Bloomberg News writes] about the most esoteric develop-
ments concerning an election or concerning a federal agency or 
actions on Capitol Hill.” 
 Paul BarBagallo ’01,  BloomBerg BNa rePorter
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WHAT do a 96-year-old woman 
who likes to tell sex jokes, a 
rapper, a homeless person, a 
UFC fighter and the presiden-

tial debates all have in common? They 
have all been under the lens of  Andrew 
Jenks, an award-winning filmmaker, 
star of  MTV’s World of  Jenks and cor-
respondent on behalf  of  MTV for the 
presidential debates. Jenks visited Rider’s 
Yvonne Theater on Monday to kick off  
Unity Days 2012.

In an effort by the Communication 
Department to unite students in 1992, 
Rider University created what was then 
called Reach-Out Day. Unity Days 
were established to promote harmony 
between students and to magnify the 
diversity on campus.

“We created something that has 
become very strong and has become 
a Rider tradition,” Dean of  Students 
Anthony Campbell said during his 
introductory speech.

Andrew Jenks, a self-professed shy 
26-year-old from New York, recounted 
the most memorable parts of  his career 
thus far. He shared his insights into 
national news as well as glimpses into 
his personal world.

The presentation was punctuated by 
laughter. According to senior psychol-
ogy major Jessica Archer, the audience 
found him very relatable. 

“It was really cool to have him speak 
here on campus,” Archer said. “The 
fact that he’s young like us made it easy 
to relate to current issues and topics.”

Jenks shared the trailers for his films 
Room 335, World of  Jenks and The Zen of  
Bobby Z and entertained the audience 
with personal anecdotes while explain-
ing the thought process behind different 
aspects of  his television show.

“I enjoyed getting to know more 
about how his show started and what 
the motives are behind each episode,” 
freshman elementary education major 
Mehgan Forkel said. “He was a great 
speaker and I was happy to have had 
the opportunity to listen to him speak.”

With a dry sense of  humor and solid 
comedic timing, he discussed a variety 
of  topics ranging from “faking it to 
make it” in the real world as well as 
other life lessons he has learned. 

“[The answer] ‘No,’ had become a 
starting point,” Jenks said, reminisc-
ing about his college days when he was 
trying to finish his first documentary, 
Room 335.

He explained how working hard 
goes a long way in achieving suc-
cess and that giving back is just as 
important.

Jenks attributed his MTV success to 
hard work and perseverance. He shared 
humorous anecdotes about the unique 
people he had met along the way and 
how it was a very humbling experience. 
He employed a lot of  joking to get his 
point across.

“I thought that the Andrew Jenks 
lecture was fun, humorous and inspir-
ing,” Forkel said. 

During the Q&A from the audience, 
he was asked about his opinion regard-
ing the upcoming presidential election. 
He stressed the importance of  voting to 
the audience, particularly how it relates 
to college students.

“We’re the first generation whose 
parents believe we are not going to 
grow up in a country as great as their 
own,” Jenks said.

He explained how it is frustrat-
ing when students are not aware 
or involved in the important issues 
that surround them. He decided to 

interview 20 students on Super Tuesday 
in Ohio during one of  the primaries 
and ask them, “What are you doing 
today?”

“I got really demoralized,” Jenks 
said. “There was a primary going on 
and students I was talking to didn’t 
even know it was happening.”

He mentioned how for every few 
students who were unaware about 
political issues, there was at least one 
student who was involved and moti-
vated to get their peers involved as well. 

Jenks was a hit among those in 
attendance. He effectively conveyed a 
variety of  messages to the audience, 
particularly about working hard, giving 
back and faking it to make it.

“He was insightful, motivational 
and inspirational, which in turn helped 
demonstrate the purpose of  celebrating 
Unity Days on campus,” Archer said.

Jenks gets frank 
with Rider students
By Nicole Cortese

Andrew Jenks features trailers for his documentaries, talks about the hard work and perseverance it 
took to achieve succes and discusses the importance of voting.
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WHILE the sets in Nine 
may have been 
minimal, the tal-
ent was not. Last 

weekend a talented cast and 
crew from Westminster College 
of  the Arts joined together in 
the Yvonne Theater to present 
the musical, which is based on 
Federico Fellini’s autobiograph-
ical film, 8 1/2.

Directed by assistant profes-
sor Dr. Nathan Hurwitz, Nine 
centers on Italian director 
Guido Contini, portrayed by 
senior Christopher Bober. 
Contini is a man struggling 
to deal with his impending 
40th birthday while also trying 
to write a successful screen-
play and keep his wife (Elena 
Camp), mistress (Amy Donato) 
and film star muse (Kristen 
Dacunto) happy. In order to 
rectify the situation, Contini 
whisks his wife away to a spa 
near Venice, only to find out 
that his mistress and mobs of  
reporters are there as well.

At times the musical felt a 

bit redundant because of  the 
lack of  color in the costumes 
and set, but this did not take 
away from the complexity of  
the play — which was half  
reality and half  the manifesta-
tion of  Contini’s thoughts and 
desires. Character develop-
ment lacked a bit, as well, 
depicting Contini as the same 
lost and confused soul almost 
from start to finish.

However, the raw talent 
possessed by each cast member 
was evident from the opening 
number, which showcased the 
singing ability of  the women 
in Contini’s life, creating a 
slightly confusing but engaging 
scene.

It’s hard to describe the 
musical in just a few sentences 
because of  the depth and 
complexity of  each character, 
as well as the intertwining rela-
tionships introduced through-
out the show. Regardless of  
people’s reactions, Nine left 
the audience with plenty to 
discuss, question and consider 
long after the final curtain fell.

One aspect that could not 
be questioned, however, was 
the cast’s professionalism and 
comfort on stage, despite the 
obvious challenges of  the 
project. To help the students 
out, parts were revealed 
back in May, giving them the 
entire summer to practice 

and personalize each line 
before the first rehearsal in 
September.

Although Nine was not 
the most exciting musical, 
the production was clean 
and professional, something 
one has come to expect from 
Westminster performances. It 

was also nice to see the young 
cast push themselves, portray-
ing characters who were much 
older and more experienced 
while singing on an almost-
constant basis.

Contact this writer at veen-
stran@theridernews.com

Philandering filmmaker flirts with 40 — and failure 
By Nicole Veenstra

Guido Contini, portrayed by senior Christopher Bober,  is surrounded by the many women in his life while singing about 
his passion for film and attempting to come up with a great idea for his ninth film.
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ON the night of  July 
12, senior Michelle 
Figueiredo tossed and 
turned while clutch-

ing her cellphone in hopes of  
receiving a call that could kick-
start her dance career. 

After a tiresome two-week 
audition process with more 
than 100 girls vying for one 
of  the eight open positions, 
Figueiredo landed a coveted 
spot on the Sixers Dream 
Team, the Philadelphia 76ers 
dance team. She and her 
family couldn’t contain their 
enthusiasm when she received 
the good news. 

“My parents were listening 
while I was on the phone,” 
she said. “They knew that my 
coach was calling me, and as 
soon as I got off  the phone 
they gave me a big hug. It was 
really exciting.” 

Figueiredo found out about 
the audition via the 76ers 
Twitter account. She said it 
was something that sparked 
her interest and thought it 
would make for a good side 
job while still in school, but 
she wanted to keep the audi-
tion a secret. She only told 
her parents, her boss and her 
best friend from home that she 
was auditioning because she 
wanted to do it without pres-
sure from others.

The news came as a pleas-
ant shock to senior radio and 
TV major Jeanette Rudnicki, 
one of  Figueiredo’s clos-
est friends and roommate at 

Rider, who found out through 
social media before calling to 
congratulate her. 

“I saw it on Facebook 
amongst hundreds of  the other 
people [commenting on her 
status and liking it],” Rudnicki 
said. “I saw it and I was like, 
‘What is this? This is crazy.’”

Freshman arts administra-
tion major Tiffany Reyes, a 
member of  the Rider Dance 
Team with Figueiredo, also 

saw the news on Facebook. 
Reyes looks to her as a men-
tor and was thrilled for her 
success.

“I literally screamed for joy 
[when I saw it on Facebook],” 
Reyes said. “Michelle is a 
role model to me and when I 
graduate college I want to try 
out for the New York Knicks 
Dancers. She really motivates 
me and helps me believe that 
anything is possible in life.”

Figueiredo’s passion for 
dance began at 4 years old and 
has continued ever since. As 
a dance major, it is natural to 
see her sashaying across the 
studio floor, but she feels just 
as comfortable in a leotard 
and tights as she does in a lab 
coat because she also majors 
in behavioral neuroscience 
(BNS).

Figueiredo juggles a full 
course load and participates in 
activities such as Rider Dance 
Ensemble, Dance Team and 
the Leadership Development 
Program. Now her balanc-
ing act becomes even more 
complicated as she heads to 
Pennsylvania Monday and 
Wednesday nights for Dream 
Team practice and gets 
ready to perform at the 76ers 
upcoming home games. 

“It’s really hard,” she said. 
“I don’t sleep much. It’s a lot 
of  allocating time properly. I 
really just take one day at a 
time. I’m a very planned per-
son so I know exactly what I’m 
doing; I just need to plan each 
day properly.”

Dr. Jonathan Karp, chair 
of  the Science Department 
and Figueiredo’s BNS adviser, 
describes her as a hardwork-
ing, motivated student. He is 
pleased about her academic 
and dancing accomplishments. 

“She’s doing something 
beyond the classroom, outside 
science so that’s even better 
that she can still do the science 
stuff,” Karp said. “What she’s 
doing is very unusual. She’s 

unique [because] she’s doing 
all this professional stuff  out-
side of  school.”

Because of  her diverse 
majors, Figueiredo does not 
have concrete plans about how 
to include both dance and 
science into her career, but she 
has some ideas.

“Currently I’m applying 
to nursing schools,” she said. 
“I’m considering graduate 
school and either way, if  I do 
nursing or sports medicine, 
I still want to incorporate 
dance.”

Dr. Kimberly Chandler 
Vaccaro, assistant professor of  
dance and Figueiredo’s other 
adviser, has high hopes for her 
student. 

“She’s really a superstar,” 
she said. “If  there are 30 
people in a crowd dancing, 
people will pick her out; she 
has so much energy. Michelle 
probably has an exceptional 
chance of  getting commer-
cial work once she graduates 
because she’s such a great 
performer.”

Rudnicki said that she’s 
confident that whatever course 
of  action Figueiredo chooses, 
she will follow her passions.

“I don’t know how the tim-
ing’s going to work out, what 
she’s going to do first or if  she 
can do both at the same time 
like she does [at Rider], but 
I’m confident that she’ll be a 
dancing nurse one day,” she 
said.

Contact this writer at stengelr@
theridernews.com

Student journeys from pipe dream to dance team
By Rachel Stengel

Senior Michelle Figueiredo poses for her official 76ers photo.
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DATING is a time-honored ritual that can often be 
as redundant as it is expensive. You’ve heard it 
all before: dinner and a movie, a chat over coffee 
or a walk on the boardwalk that usually ends in 

a girl winning a teddy bear after the boy demonstrates 
some feat of  strength or ring-tossing ability.

Sure, they’re classics, but these tried-and-true dat-
ing favorites have worn out their welcome in movies 
and romance novels. There are plenty of  gems in the 
area for Rider students to take their significant others 
out for the evening or a free afternoon, both around 
Lawrenceville and in the nearby Princeton area.

Grounds For Sculpture: Hamilton, N.J.
Founded in 1992, Grounds For Sculpture was 

built on the former site of  the New Jersey State 
Fairgrounds. At 42 acres, the park is filled with a 
variety of  year-round exhibitions of  sculptures and 
nature. Visitors can take guided tours around the 
park and attend educational lectures and workshops 
to learn about the history of  the sculptures, as well 
as attend special events that are featured throughout 
the year. The park also contains a gift shop, a gallery 
with rotating exhibits and Rat’s Restaurant, which 
offers a varied menu of  comfort food in a fine dining 
atmosphere.

Terhune Orchards: Princeton
Located on the rural back roads of  Princeton, 

Terhune Orchards is a popular farm among local 
residents and families. The orchard offers a myriad 
of  activities year-round for its visitors. Guests can 
go apple picking, pumpkin picking or take a walk on 

one of  the farm’s trails. There is also a winery where 
guests 21 and over can go wine tasting to sample 
unique flavors such as apple and blueberry. After a 
trip to the winery, you and your date can check out the 
farm store, which features a plethora of  home-baked 
goods, fruits and Terhune Orchards’ famous apple 
cider and apple cider donuts.

Fedora Café: Downtown Lawrenceville
Open for all meals of  the day, Fedora Café is a mel-

low place for you and your sweetheart to have a quiet 
meal together in Lawrenceville’s historic downtown 
district. With a comfortable atmosphere and creative 
décor, you’re bound to feel right at home with the 
friendly staff  and menu full of  your favorite comfort 
food. The café features freshly made muffins from the 
bakery inside the restaurant. Fedora has a tasty selec-
tion of  omelets, eggs benedict, pancakes and other 
options to choose from. Its lunch menu is filled with 
creative sandwich, soup and salad combinations to 
accommodate a craving for any appetite. If  you have a 
sweet tooth, you and your honey can share one of  the 
many delicious desserts that are made fresh.

The Alchemist and Barrister: Princeton
If  you’re in the mood for some cocktails and din-

ner, The Alchemist and Barrister is the place to get 
your drink on and whet your appetite. Located in the 
heart of  Princeton, it’s the perfect environment that 
attracts students and locals for a delicious drink and 
a scrumptious meal. The bar features a wide selec-
tion of  handcrafted cocktails, wine, hard ciders and 
beers that can appeal to the taste of  most patrons. You 
and your date can choose between an assortment of  

imported fine wines from all across the country, beers 
with funky flavors (banana nut bread and cherry, to 
name a few) or a clever cocktail creation of  an adult 
root beer float, complete with ice cream, root beer 
schnapps and spiced rum. If  you have worked up an 
appetite, the late-night menu will do just the trick. You 
can get anything from typical bar food like chicken 
wings and French fries to savory crab cakes and filet 
mignonettes. With a comfortable pub-like atmosphere 
and a fabulous drink selection, you and your signifi-
cant other will be able to spend the evening dining in 
style.

How to do date night right while keeping it local
By Melissa Lindley

Guests are treated to scenic views and babbling brooks, among 
other exhibits, at Grounds for Sculpture in Hamilton.
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Banishing the bad 
from Banner system
AS college students, new technology constantly surrounds us, and it seems 

as though Rider always tries to come up with a new and more efficient 
way for students to do necessary tasks. However, sometimes it falls short.  

Scheduling classes is an endeavor that tends to cause a good amount 
of  stress, and changing up the old way of  doing things during this time can 
cause problems for students. The Banner system was created on myRider 
for students as a one-stop place to search and register for classes. Yet, not all 
processes online work the way they are intended to, and this can bring about 
unexpected glitches during scheduling crunch time. 

The new registration process was first used by students last semester and 
was met with confusion and recurring problems. Having everything online 
and available at students’ fingertips is beneficial and allows for people to sign 
up for classes without leaving their rooms. While it does have a convenience 
factor to it, students experienced some problems right from the get-go, which 
led to them having to go to the Registrar anyway to settle them. 

Issues are still arising with online scheduling as we approach the end of  the 
first week of  registration. Problems in this area are easier for upperclassmen to 
deal with within the first week, being some what familiar with the system, yet 
soon underclassmen will be up to register. According to Susie Geraci of  the 
Registrar’s Office, from this first week of  scheduling alone, the office has seen 
more than 100 students. Some common problems included students overlook-
ing certain class restrictions and prerequisites and the way the science labs are 
listed.

“A lot of  the problem is that students don’t realize the class restrictions and 
it causes confusion,” Geraci said. “It’s a new system still, so there is trial and 
error.”

Though it is understandable for a new program to have problems in the 
beginning, this is the second semester the Banner system is in use and students 
are still experiencing the same old problems.

Another confusing thing for students is the Class Registration Number 
(CRN), which is a vital part of  the new scheduling system. Over the years at 
Rider, especially this year, departments have changed the names of  certain 
courses, along with their CRN. Not knowing of  the change can cause prob-
lems when trying to register and fulfill requirements for graduation, espe-
cially for seniors making sure to complete everything that’s needed for their 
last semester. Students should be informed as to which classes CRNs were 
changed, in order to avoid a panic come scheduling day.

To fully make something more efficient and helpful, kinks need to be 
worked out completely. The reason for creating the Banner system was to 
eliminate the need for everyone to go to the Registrar for help and to have an 
overall simpler process. However, it seems as though the all-in-one system has 
made things more difficult not just for students, but for the registrar staff  as 
well.

Geraci explained that the Banner system is a program in which she types 
all the information in by hand. She meets with the deans and department 
chairs to put together the course catalogue we all view from our laptops. 
Having said this, we should allow room for human error for such a big job. 

Perhaps most of  the issues rest upon students not knowing exactly where to 
look or what to look for. In that case, we should be informed in detail what we 
are to do to prior registration in order to prepare ourselves. If  we were aided 
more in the process, fewer issues would occur for students’ schedules.

“Students need to look at the info ahead of  time, but you aren’t made 
aware of  what exactly is on the web to look at,” Geraci said.

The new procedure is still a learning process, not just for us as students 
but also for Registrar staff  and the administration. Since many people have 
experienced difficulty with it this semester, hopefully something can be done 
to make the system a smoother one and ease our stressed minds. 

The weekly editorial expresses the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by the 

Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

NEWS of  this year’s Midnight MAACness floated all throughout campus for the 
past couple of  weeks, and as a freshman, I did not know what to expect. All I 
knew was that the theme was “Bronc the Vote.” My excitement for the event, 
however, grew every day as upperclassmen continued to tell me that each year 

Midnight MAACness gets bigger, better and more fun.
After days of  anticipation, it was finally Oct. 12. I first attended Pre-Midnight 

MAACness, which provided delicious food as well as many activities for students 
to enjoy, like making wax hands and license plates designed with their names. 
Throughout the event, impersonators of  the Statue of  Liberty and Uncle Sam 
greeted attendees. Students were also able to get their faces painted and take edited 
pictures with friends in the “Oval Office.” It was impossible to be bored with so 
much to do. I was very pleased with the planning of  the night and knew the actual 
MAACness was going to be even better.

Campaign music was playing while students were waiting in line for the event 
to begin, which made it feel like you were actually about to attend a presidential 
debate. After waiting for a long time, the doors finally opened and students poured 
in. Upon first entering Alumni Gym, I thought the room looked amazing. The red, 

Freshman First

Student salutes 
MAACness success

➠ SEE MAACNESS
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If  your actions inspire others to dream more, learn more, 
do more and become more, you are a leader.”

-John Quincy AdAms
6th president of the united stAtes

MANY of  you know the signs and symptoms of  influenza or the flu, but before 
the official season starts we thought it would be important to highlight key 
strategies to keep you well. While no confirmed cases have been reported 
in New Jersey yet, there have been a number of  early outbreaks nationally. 

Each season the intensity of  the flu varies depending on what flu viruses are spread-
ing, how many people get vaccinated and how well the flu vaccine is matched to the 
viruses that are causing the illness (the specific strains vary from season to season). It is 
never too early to protect yourself, your family and your friends.

The influenza virus is present in respiratory droplets and can easily spread 
through coughing, sneezing and talking and can land in the mouths or noses of  
people nearby. While less common, influenza can also be contracted by touching 
a surface or object that has flu viruses on it, as flu germs can linger on surfaces for 
up to eight hours. Controlling the spread of  the virus is made even more difficult 
because most healthy adults can infect others beginning one day before symptoms 
develop and up to five to seven days after symptoms begin. 

The symptoms of  a cold and the flu differ in many respects. While both are con-
tagious viral infections of  the respiratory tract, the symptoms of  the flu are much 
more severe. The signs and symptoms of  flu include: abrupt onset of  a fever higher 
than 100 degrees, chills, sweats, muscle and body aches, fatigue, sore throat, cough, 
headache and respiratory congestion. People who have chronic illnesses such as 
asthma, diabetes or autoimmune disorders can develop more serious complications 
that may require hospitalization.

Even if  you have had the flu in the past, there is no such thing as immunity 
future viruses. The single best way to prevent the flu is to get the flu vaccine each 
season. Approximately two weeks after vaccination, antibodies develop that pro-
tect against the influenza virus infection, which include the three flu viruses that 
research suggests will be the most common that year. While the timing and duration 
of  flu season varies, most seasonal flu activity peaks in January or later.

In addition, wash your hands with warm water and soap every time you shake 
hands or touch a surface that may be germ-covered. Carrying an alcohol-based 
hand sanitizer with you at all times may be beneficial, as well as taking extra care 
not to touch your mouth, eyes or nose without washing your hands first. Avoid 
sharing glasses and utensils and be certain to wash used items in hot soapy water. 
To strengthen your immune system, the value of  eating a balanced diet, avoiding 
tobacco products, engaging in regular exercise and getting seven to nine hours of  
sleep each night cannot be overemphasized.

If  you do develop symptoms of  the flu, please remember that you are contagious 
for approximately one week after symptoms develop.  Sneeze and cough into your 
elbow to prevent the spread of  germs and carefully discard used tissues in a trash 
receptacle. Accept that your body will need rest in order to expedite recovery.

The professional staff  at the Student Health Center on both campuses is pre-
pared to help you, should you develop symptoms of  the flu. For specific clinic hours 
on each campus, please refer to rider.edu/health.

The staff  have all obtained the flu vaccine — consider getting yours today. The 
vaccine is available for a $20 fee and the charge can be placed on your student 
account, so no money is necessary at the time of  your visit. Receiving the vaccine is 
an important step toward protecting yourself, your family and your friends.

- Student Health Center Staff

MAACness
CONT’D FROM P. 8

Health 101

Avoiding the fall-time fluIT seems that lately Mother Nature can’t seem to make up her mind. One day it 
can be almost 80 degrees and humid, and about two days later, it’s in the low 50s. 
Lately it’s been more consistent, yet another warm weekend is coming.

I can’t take this constant fluctuation.The days when I wear a sweatshirt to 
my 9:10 a.m. class, I end up dying of  heat by the time noon rolls around. Mother 
Nature is slowly making us all sick and she really needs to get her act together. 

I’m not just complaining about not knowing what to wear; my body and every-
one else’s cannot handle the weather changes. Going from hot to cold and back 
again so quickly could be the reason why everyone is getting sick and has the sniffles 
in class. It’s not healthy for us to go to bed sweating because it’s so hot and humid 
outside, and wake up shivering the next day because it’s 20 degrees cooler. 

Usually, we have a nice transition from summer to winter. It seems as though 
we’ve skipped the whole fall season this year and have already dived headfirst 
into the freezing cold waters of  winter. Many students, including myself, weren’t 
prepared for this sudden taste of  winter and are lacking the appropriate clothing. 
I know every morning when I wake up shivering, I wish I had my fuzzy Uggs and 
cozy long-sleeved shirts to cuddle into. But after endless looks into my closet, seeing 
nothing but short sleeves and flip-flops, I know that’s not going to happen. 

So a note to Mother Nature: Please warn us before you suddenly give us surprise 
warm or winter-like weather. We’d all appreciate it. 

-Danielle Gittleman
Sophomore journalism major

Sophomore Speaks

Enduring the woes    
of weather changes

white and blue decorations were very well presented and the lighting choice was 
great. The music hyped the entire room of  students, inspiring them to sing and 
dance with their friends. 

The performances by the cheerleading squad and the Dance Team were excel-
lent. Their hard work and dedication to practices were reflected in their amazing 
performances. The music, as well as the routines, captivated the students, especially 
me, and led me to say, “I wish I could do that.”

 The introductions for each player of  the men’s and women’s basketball teams 
were very impressive. The announcer had a voice similar to that of  a telecaster for a 
boxing match. I felt like I was at a professional game. 

My favorite part of  the night was when the Bronc came out with his “Secret 
Service,” which was part of  the Dance Team, and danced to “Gangnam Style.” My 
entire section of  the bleachers cried in laughter and danced along with him. It was 
the most entertaining portion of  the night. 

Midnight MAACness showed me a new side to Rider University. Until that 
night, I had not known the enormous spirit the Rider community possesses. 
Students were painted in cranberry and white, dressed in Rider T-shirts and cheer-
ing along that no one could dominate us because it is “our house.” It was an amaz-
ing experience and one like no other I have had here. I hope the upcoming games 
and events hosted by the campus are as amazing and spirited. Midnight MAACness 
transformed me into a true Bronc.

 -Samantha Crawford
Freshman journalism major

THE colors of  the leaves are changing and they are beginning to crunch beneath 
our feet as we walk to class — autumn has arrived. It was around the same 
time last year that the wind picked up and guided students to National Campus 
Sustainability Day, where Eco-Reps were joined by all of  their closest friends to 

enjoy a day of  apple cider, pumpkin painting and getting tons of  information on how 
to be more sustainable. This year, National Campus Sustainability Day will be held on 
Wednesday, Oct. 24 on Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) patio, but something makes this 
year different from all the others. Not only will the day be followed by the 2012 Presi-
dential election, the day will also include a guest speaker: actress and environmental 
advocate, Rosario Dawson.

You may have seen Dawson in Seven Pounds, Men in Black II, Rent or Josie and the 
Pussycats. What you may not know about her is that she is a co-founder of  the non-
partisan organization Voto Latino. With elections approaching before our eyes, 
Dawson and Voto Latino are working hard to register as many voters as they can. 

“Voting is a collective and historic action that often compels people to really look 
at and take a stand on the issues that they and their families, friends and communi-
ties face every day,” Dawson said in an interview with MTV.

As a student here at Rider, you become one of  the 17 million people that receives 
drinking water from the Delaware River, which may become subject to a process 
called hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking. Fracking is a method used to 
retrieve natural gas from deep within the earth. When it’s used in areas such as the 
Delaware River, it has the potential to contaminate the watershed. According to 
dangersoffracking.com, more than 600 different chemicals are used in the fracking 

process — even chemicals that are known to cause cancer. 
Dawson, being a native New Yorker, has become all too familiar with the issue 

of  fracking, and it will be an important topic that she touches upon when speaking 
to students here at Rider. She is extremely passionate about the issue of  fracking, all 
with good reason. 

“Water is life,” Dawson said in an interview with MTV. “Clean water shouldn’t 
be an option and also shouldn’t be taken from communities so carelessly.”  

This is just one topic that shows how important it is to vote this November. When 
President Obama entered office, he promoted cleaner energy growth as well as 
less dependence on oil and gas. He intended to do this by increasing the amount 
of  renewable energy, such as wind, solar and geothermal, according to cfr.org. His 
opponent, Gov. Mitt Romney, has different plans. According to the same website, 
Romney supports shale gas, along with nuclear energy and coal. Instead of  gearing 
toward a future in greener jobs like Obama, Romney believes that there are bigger 
and better opportunities within the oil and gas industry. 

It is up to us to protect our future by choosing the candidate who would best suit 
our needs as a nation and help sustain a greener future. If  this has not inspired you 
to get ready to vote, join the Rider community and Dawson for National Campus 
Sustainability Day on Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. on the BLC patio to learn more about 
pressing environmental issues and the importance of  your role in this year’s election. 

-Danielle Campanella
 Lawrenceville Eco-Rep 

Green Corner

Sustainably savvy Rosario Dawson to speak at Rider  
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By Cristiana Votta

LOOKING to gain six points on the road, the 
men’s soccer team (3-9-1, 2-1-1 MAAC) 
travels to play Fairfield (5-6-1, 1-2 MAAC) 
on Friday before heading to Iona (5-8, 3-0 

MAAC) on Sunday afternoon. 
After a win last Sunday’s at home against 

Marist, the Broncs place fifth in the conference 
standings, which has senior goalie Matt Perrella 
and his team excited to build on their recent 
performance. 

“I think we’ve finally learned that we are 
capable of  scoring goals and taking chances in 
the offensive third,” Perrella said. “Marist was 
our first 2-0 win. We haven’t scored a lot of  goals 
and we want to keep attacking and scoring.” 

A pair of  wins this weekend would put the 
Broncs in a good position heading into the tail 
end of  their season.

“Two wins this weekend would place us in the 
top four in the MAAC and we would be practi-
cally set for playoffs,” freshman defender Sonimi 
Halliday said.

Even with the difficulties the Broncs faced in 
the non-conference portion of  their schedule, 
Rider has been able to find the energy to secure 
two wins and a tie in the MAAC. 

Halliday believes that the challenges early in 
the schedule have gotten the team ready to face 
MAAC teams.

“One thing that has definitely worked is high 
pressure,” Halliday said. “The teams that we 
played before conference have prepared us for 
the teams that we are playing in conference.” 

Perrella feels that the difficulty of  the early 
portion of  the schedule has ultimately helped 
the Broncs now that they are in the heart of  the 
conference schedule.

“I think that, for the most part, having a 
tougher out-of-conference schedule really 
helped,” Perrella said. “Although we didn’t win 
many of  those games, it definitely prepared us for 
the conference. We’ve picked it up a lot since the 
start of  the season and have changed our strate-
gies here and there. It has worked out so far.”

Iona is undefeated in the MAAC while 
Fairfield will be looking to bring its record back 
to .500. 

“Each of  the teams are a little different,” 
Head Coach Charlie Inverso said. “Fairfield is a 
really big and physical team while Iona is a hard-
working, skillful team. We just have to be aware 
of  the matchups that we have against them and 
try not to get overly concerned on what it is they 
do but concentrate on what we do.” 

The Broncs’ early season struggles forced 
some new faces into the lineup, bringing the 
team together.

“We’ve made some personnel changes and 
everyone has started to take responsibility,” 
Perrella said. “People are accepting their respon-
sibilities and roles and putting more effort into 
everything that they do. Everyone has a desire to 
win.” 

Inverso has also been seeing a change in the 
attitude of  the players on the field. 

“We’ve been defending a lot better, not to sin-
gle out the back four defenders, but as an entire 
team,” Inverso said. “Everyone has stepped up a 
little bit and found their roles.” 

The team is concentrating on each individual 
game since every conference game counts toward 
the teams chances at a MAAC championship. 

“Fairfield sticks out to me the most because it’s 
our next game,” Perrella said. “You don’t want to 
look ahead any further. We’ve come a long way 
and we need to focus on one game at a time.”

Playing as a unit will be key this weekend as 
the Broncs look to climb in the MAAC standings.

“We need to continue to stay organized in the 
back and we need to limit [Iona’s and Fairfield’s] 
scoring opportunities,” Halliday said. “We 
need to stay high and have the wingers attack. 
Essentially, we need to play as a unit and put the 
ball in the net.” 

Perrella knows that tallying points in the 
MAAC conference standings is critical with only 
five games left in the regular season. 

“When playing on the road, you want to come 
out with some points,” Perrella said. “We are 
expecting to come out with six points all of  the 
time; we want to win both games. Obviously, 
whatever happens, we want to come out with 
some kind of  points to help us advance to confer-
ence finals.”

By Stuart Kovacs

THIS weekend, the Broncs will return to Ben Cohen 
Field after a 3-2 loss at Quinnipiac last Sunday, 
marking the end of  their four-game road trip. 
With nearly a week off  from competition, Rider 

will attempt to improve on its already impressive season. 
The Broncs (9-5, 2-1 NEC) will take on Siena 

(0-11, 0-3 NEC) on Friday at 4 p.m. and Bryant (5-10, 
2-1 NEC) on Sunday at noon.

Siena has had a hard time finding any traction this 
season, going winless through the first 11 games and 
being outscored by opponents 45-6.

Nevertheless, Head Coach Lori Hussong isn’t going 
to take the game lightly.

“Despite [Siena’s] record, Friday’s game is going 
to be a tough game for us,” Hussong said. “They have 
been improving with each game and have come very 
close to winning, especially in the past few games.”

The wins and losses of  the opposing team isn’t an 
issue to Hussong, who just wants to see her team ready 
for every game and play as hard as they can.

“We really don’t talk about records,” Hussong said. 
“Our main concern is getting our team prepared to 

spill their guts and give a complete effort.”
Senior forward Gabby Burgo shares the same senti-

ments about Siena. She knows that the Saints won’t lie 
down to Rider and will give their best effort.  

“Siena is a growing program with a new coach,” 
Burgo said. “Their style of  play is very aggressive. 
They have the will to win and always bring their best 
game when playing us.”

The team’s second opponent this weekend, Bryant, 
has had slightly more success this season than Siena 
has.  

Hussong recognizes that Bryant, who has won 
three of  its last four games, are battling for a confer-
ence playoff  spot. She credits a slew of  international 
players who have shown great improvement as the 
season progressed.

“Bryant plays a very physical style of  play,” 
Hussong said. “They have several international 
players who have raised the level of  play for their 
program. They, too, will be fighting hard to secure a 
playoff  spot and will be a tough challenge on Sunday.”

Leading the Bulldogs are sophomore Rosie Bird 
and junior Kayleigh Ballantyne. Bird has been an 

impressive scorer with 10 goals on the season while 
Ballantyne has five goals and eight assists.

Hussong realizes what both of  these athletes are 
capable of  and plans keep the ball away from them.

“We will need to pay close attention to wherever 
they are on the field and try and limit their touches on 
the ball as much as possible,” Hussong said.

Burgo believes the best way for the Broncs to beat 
Bryant is by playing physical and pressuring the ball 
the entire time.

“Bryant is a very skilled and aggressive program,” 
Burgo said. “We plan on stopping them from having 
any success by playing our game.”

With nearly a week out of  action, the Broncs look 
to improve on their record in preparation for the NEC 
tournament, which begins on Nov. 2.

Coach Hussong would love to see a great crowd on 
hand to cheer on her team from the stands.

“It would be awesome for our student body to 
come out and positively support not just our field 
hockey team, but all of  the athletic teams and help us 
work toward our goal of  qualifying for the playoffs,” 
Hussong said.

Sports

Happy Hour 
Specials

Mon – Fri 4 to 6 pm in the lounge only

LATE NIGHT  
Specials

9 pm to close in the lounge only

* Valid at participating locations only. Valid in the lounge only.  
Half price appetizers excludes Triple Dipper™.  

Half-price  
Appetizers

Half-price Appetizers

Join Chili’s® Email Club 
Receive FREE Chips & Queso  

and Exclusive Offers
www.chilis.com

West Windsor  
3465 U.S. Route 1 
609-987-8020

Hamilton  
125 Marketplace Blvd.   

609-585-0028

Early or Late,  
Happy Hour  

is On

Men’s Soccer 

Rider shoots for wins    
at Fairfield and Iona

Field Hockey

Broncs return home after 2-2 road trip
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Sports
Women’s Soccer 

Women’s soccer wants wins in last two home games

Junior defender Becca Kape has been a consistent member of the Broncs defensive unit this season, appearing in 11 games.

By Tom Albano

THE women’s soccer team (7-3-3, 
2-2-1 MAAC) is preparing for its 
upcoming games on Friday against 
Canisius (4-12, 2-4 MAAC) at 7 

p.m. and on Sunday against Niagara 
(8-7, 3-3 MAAC) at 3 p.m. — the 
Broncs’ final two home games of  the 
regular season at Ben Cohen Field.

Rider comes into this weekend after 
a 1-1 tie with Loyola (MD), which 
followed two consecutive wins for the 
Broncs. 

Senior Claire Thompson has 
been satisfied with the team’s recent 
performance. 

“I’m proud of  how we’ve performed 
thus far,” Thompson said. “We’ve had 
our off  days but we are unbeaten in 
our last three games. Hopefully that’s a 
strong indication of  where we’re at now 
and how we’ll finish out the year.”

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome 
knows that his players are capable 
because of  the maturation they have 
undergone through the years.

“We have an outstanding group of  
soccer players who have developed sig-
nificantly since we were in the MAAC 
semi-finals two years ago,” Hounsome 
said. “The experiences from the past 
are helping them push forward to their 
ultimate goal this year.”

Part of  the reason for the Broncs’ 
success is the playing of  freshman Tara 
Ballay who was named the MAAC 
Rookie of  the Week for the third time 

this season.
 “I don’t look at 

it as an individual 
award,” Ballay said. 
“I look at it as a team 
award because we 
have to work together 
for success and we are 
all dependent on each 
other. The girls on the 
team have really wel-
comed the new players 
and have really helped 
us become a part of  
the team.”

Despite struggling 
early in conference 
games, the team has 
rallied back.

“I think we have 
had an overall good 
season so far,” Ballay 
said. “We started out 
very well in out-of-
conference play but we had a bit of  a 
rough start in conference play. We are 
really working on improving possession 
because we ran into trouble with that 
our first weekend of  conference play.” 

Thompson agreed the team is mak-
ing a strong fight for the playoffs and 
hopefully, a MAAC Championship. 

“I think the fact that we haven’t 
lost in three games is huge for us as 
we move into the last two weekends 
of  conference play,” Thompson said. 
“While we were disappointed to have 

dropped the first two games of  confer-
ence play, we still feel like we are in a 
decent position to make it into the top 
four.” 

Coach Hounsome said that the 
Broncs’ conference record has been on 
his mind as the season comes to a close. 

“Securing a berth in the MAAC 
playoffs is the only thing we are think-
ing of,” Hounsome said.

Ballay and the Broncs recognize the 
importance of  this weekend.

“This is a huge weekend for us,” 

Ballay said. “We are going into this 
weekend in search of  two wins so we 
can improve our position for playoffs. 
Our goal overall is to get into playoffs 
and win a conference championship.”

The focus and preparation for these 
games remain the same, according to 
Thompson.

“We are a possession-based team so 
it is always our goal to be able to go out 
and possess the ball for the majority of  
the 90 minutes,” Thompson said. “We 
expect to do just that this weekend.”
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By Steven Eggert

AFTER losing 15 of  its last 16 games 
for the 2011-12 year, the slate 
is wiped clean for Head Coach 
Lynn Milligan’s women’s bas-

ketball team as the Broncs look to start 
fresh this season.

During the first 13 games, the team 
was 8-5 before dropping 15 of  its last 
18 games to end the year with an 11-20 
overall record. When facing teams in 
the conference, the Broncs only man-
aged a 3-15 overall record.

Senior center Caitlin Bopp felt that 
MAAC opponents provided more chal-
lenges because they know Rider better 
than non-conference teams.

“MAAC games are always harder 
than non-conference games,” Bopp 
said. “I think we tried to continue the 
momentum we had at the beginning of  
the season, but with a couple of  injuries 
that occurred and playing harder teams 
that scout us all year, I just don’t think 
we adjusted enough.”

In the midst of  it all, five players 
missed games because of  academic 
issues or injuries. Milligan found it dif-
ficult for the team to play without key 
players halfway through the year.

“The easy answer is that we got 
decimated by injury,” Milligan said.  
“We had four ACL [injuries] last year 
and we had a lot of  adversity right 
in the middle of  the season. Shereen 
[Lightbourne], our returning MVP, got 
hurt the first day of  workouts, seniors 
Ali Heller and Alyssa [Parsons] got 
hurt, Sironda [Chambers], academi-
cally ineligible, was our leading scorer 
and Manon [Pellet] was on her way 
over from France to play for us, but 
she blew out her knee. Did we respond 
the best we could? Obviously not, but 
hopefully lessons were learned.”

Lightbourne, a redshirt junior, was 
Rider’s women’s basketball MVP two 
seasons ago. At the beginning of  last 
season, she tore her left ACL and had 
to miss the entire season as a result.  
After recovering and being cleared to 
play about two weeks ago, she tore her 
right ACL within a week. Once again, 
Lightbourne will miss this season to 
recover.  

Milligan was saddened to hear the 
news for a second straight year.

“My heart breaks for her; [it’s] a 
devastating blow,” Milligan said. “She 
worked her butt off  coming back and 
sometimes the gods of  basketball are 
just cruel. It’s her third ACL [tear]. She 
did one in high school, so her left knee 
twice, and now her right knee for the 
first time. She’s confident, wants to get 
the surgery done and she’s very deter-
mined to put that uniform back on and 
do what she has to do.”

The Broncs were last in the con-
ference in scoring against MAAC 
opponents. To fulfill the need for more 
scorers, Milligan recruited forward 
Janine Loutzenhiser, guard Mikal 
Johnson and guard Taylor Wentzel, 
along with redshirt freshman guard 
Manon Pellet.  

“They’re an extremely talented 
group,” Milligan said. “Janine is what 
we call a trail post and she can shoot 
the lights out from three. Mikal is a 
long-range bomber — she can shoot 
the lights out too, which were things we 
were missing from last year. Taylor is a 
strong, steady guard that can play the 
one or the two and has had a fantastic 
preseason. Manon is not quite 100 
percent [after her knee injury]. She can 
shoot the ball, handle the ball and help 
us at point guard.”

Despite the quality of  freshmen, 

the upperclassmen are still the leaders.  
The three captains are Bopp, senior 
guard Sironda Chambers and graduate 
student forward Carleigh Brown.  

Brown is in her senior season of  
NCAA eligibility, but a graduate 
student academically. Since it is her 
final season playing college basket-
ball, Brown wants to end her career 
positively.

“As a team captain, it is my job to 
lead,” Brown said. “I am a very vocal 
person, but [I’m] learning to be vocal 
in the right way, whether it is encour-
aging my teammates, correcting them 
or just giving a high five. As a senior 
class we have one goal in mind and 
that’s to win, so I and the other seniors 
are doing everything to make sure we 
accomplish that goal.” 

Milligan will rely a lot on Carleigh 
Brown and other seniors such as Bopp, 
Chambers and Dior Brown.

“Our senior group, Carleigh and 
Caitlin have been like our post combo 
for four years,” Milligan said. “They’re 
both great leaders, both steady kids that 
just get after it. Caitlin is probably one 
of  the top post players in the league, 
and she’s poised to have a breakout 
senior year. Sironda Chambers is 
another senior who people didn’t see 
enough of  last year. She can play the 
one, two or three for us and is a very 
talented young lady. Dior Brown has 
always been a steady guard sub for us 
for the last three years, so I’m expecting 
nothing less from her.”

Junior guard Myneshia McKenzie 
led the 2011-12 Broncs in points per 
game (10.8) and was also first in the 
MAAC in rebounds per game (9.1). 
Emerging into the second half  of  
her college career, Milligan expects 
McKenzie to be a one of  the top 

players in the conference this year.  
“Myneshia is in that fold of  under-

standing, ‘Wow, I’m an upperclassman 
now — I got this,’” Milligan said. 
“What she’s finding out that in order to 
be a great player, it’s hard work every 
day. She was a leading rebounder, an 
all-conference player, very talented, 
causes a lot of  mismatches for a lot of  
teams and I think she can [step up this 
year] because she wants to be a great 
player.”

After going 3-15 in the MAAC last 
season, Milligan anticipates a better 
performance from her team in the chal-
lenging conference.

“The MAAC is a really competi-
tive league,” Milligan said. “Marist 
is at the top of  our league and [has 
been] at the top for the last seven years 
now, and everybody else is striving to 
catch Marist. It is one of  those types 
of  leagues where anybody can beat 
anybody any given day. There’s always 
a sleeper team that emerges, a surprise 
team. We’re hoping it’s us. With a vet-
eran group, we feel we can do that.”  

Bopp believes that the team has had 
a better preseason this year than last 
year. She is hoping that it will translate 
to how the Broncs are able to perform 
this season.

“We’ve really taken a step up from 
last preseason, and it’s really pushing us 
and making us excited for our games,” 
Bopp said. “The main goal is always 
to win, but we want to go further than 
that. We want to make it past the first 
round of  the MAAC tournament and 
go all the way. Everyone on our team 
believes we can do it; we just have to 
prove it this year.” 
 
Contact this writer at
eggerts@theridernews.com
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Women’s Basketball

Broncs box out last season’s struggles

Junior MyNeshia McKenzie, graduate student Carleigh Brown and sophomore Emily Fazzini are three members of the women’s basketball team who look to improve on last year’s 11-20 season.
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