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Clery Report Review
On-campus liquor law arrests fall after rising in 2010, drug law violations increase

By Katie Zeck

RIDER’S 2011 annual campus safety report, the Clery Report, 
has shown a substantial decrease in on-campus arrests for 
liquor-law violations and an increase in drug law arrests 
and disciplinary actions, as well as an increase in forcible 

sex offenses.
According to the annual Security and Fire Safety Report, 

arrests for liquor law violations on the Lawrenceville campus 
saw a 75 percent decrease, going from 57 reported arrests in 
2010 to 14 in 2011. The number of  on-campus disciplinary 
actions for liquor law violations remained consistent, rising from 
269 alcohol violations to 271. 

However, the number of  campus disciplinary actions for 
liquor law violations rose significantly at Westminster Choir 
College (WCC). The college, which has about 900 undergradu-
ate students, reported two alcohol violations in 2010 and 17 
in 2011. There were no alcohol arrests at WCC in 2010 or 
2011. 

Rider’s Director of  Public Safety Vickie Weaver put these 
noticeable increases at WCC into perspective.

“Given the smaller size of  the residential population at 
Westminster, numbers can fluctuate from year to year,” she 
said. “In addition, it’s worth noting that these statistics reflect 
the number of  individuals subject to a disciplinary action or 
judicial referral, not the number of  alcohol-related incidents on 
campus. Single incidents, such as a party, can involve multiple 
individuals who are subject to disciplinary action or judicial 
referrals. In the case of  WCC, while the number of  individuals 
involved in liquor law violations was 
up, the total number of  incidents 
was low.”

Arrests are defined as persons 

By Joe Petrizzo

A MERE two hours before the begin-
ning of  the first presidential 
debate between President Barack 
Obama and Gov. Mitt Romney, 

former New Jersey Gov. Christine Todd 
Whitman (R) delivered a review of  the 
two major political parties at the latest 
event hosted by the Rebovich Institute 
for New Jersey Politics as part of  its Gov-
erning New Jersey series. 

The two-term governor, who served 
from 1994 to 2001, expressed her 
strong dislike for the way Democrats 
and Republicans have been conducting 
business lately.  She is dissatisfied with 
the “parliamentary democracy” that 
she believes America is moving ever 
closer to. Whitman explained that in 
a parliamentary democracy – which, 
according to her, is an oxymoron – the 
political parties are everything. They 
decide which candidates run for which 
offices, which issues are discussed, 
threaten to replace those who do not 
pass a litmus test and cater to a narrow-
core philosophy. This has caused a rift 
down the center of  the aisle with con-
servatives on right, liberals on the left 
and moderates occupying increasingly 
fewer seats in the middle.

Whitman predicted the ostracizing 

of  moderates back in 2002, when an 
unnamed Maine Republican senator 
was up for reelection in the traditionally 
democratic state. The Maine senator 
feared being reprimanded by her party 
and losing their support in the upcom-
ing election, so she voted for a bill that 
she did not support. In her 2005 The 
New York Times bestselling book “It’s My 
Party Too: The Battle for the Heart of  
the GOP and the Future of  America,” 
Whitman recounts her experiences 
dealing with far-right conservative 
“social fundamentalists” and calls for 
her party to return to the traditional 
Republican principles of  unobtrusive 
government and environmental protec-
tion, among others.

“I find very little satisfaction in say-
ing ‘I told you so,’”Whitman said. 

She went on to say that politicians 
must stop with the mentality that 
“you’re not good because you cospon-
sored a bill with a member of  the other 
party.”

Whitman claims that the amount 
of  legislation being passed in Congress 
has stagnated because of  the tension 
between the political parties.  Using 
the issue 
of  illegal 
immigration 
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Violation ’11 ’10 ’09 ’11 ’10 ’09 ’11 ’10 ’09 ’11 ’10 ’09

Liquor law arrests 14 57 49 0 0 1 72 37 75 2 24 26

Liquor law disciplinary violations 271 269 420 17 2 7 317 347 358 477 343 314

Drug law arrests 15 5 9 3 7 0 19 15 10 23 16 19

Drug law disciplinary violations 13 4 7 2 0 0 19 15 10 23 16 19

Forcible sex offenses 8 2 0 0 1 2 1 2 1 3 1 0

—2006— —2007— —2008— —2009— —2010— —2011—
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Liquor law arrests

Rider University

Whitman: ‘democracy is not a spectator sport’
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Former N.J. Gov. Christine Todd Whitman, who served for two terms from 1994 to 2001, focused on the 
struggles of creating bipartisan relations in Congress in the Mercer Room on Wednesday night. 
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C O M I N G  U P. . .N E W S  B R I E F S

DR. James p. Murphy, professor 
in the departments of gradu-
ate education, leadership and 
counseling passed away on 

Friday, Sept. 7, in Florida. A memorial 
service in Murphy’s honor will be held 
on Saturday at 1 p.m. in the Fireside 
Lounge of the Bart Luedeke Center. 
Dr.Emmanuel Ahia, professor of coun-
seling services, thought highly of the 
late professor. 

“It is the unanimous opinion of the 
counseling faculty that Dr. Murphy’s 
life as a professor illustrated the best 
of the profession’s tenets — warmth, 
empathy, ethical practice and strong 
and consistent commitment to his 
students’ professional development,” 
Ahia said. 

Page 2

Friday, Oct. 5

Bronc Bingo
10 p.m., Daly’s

Club Bronc
9 p.m.-2 a.m., The Pub

Saturday, Oct. 6

Third annual “Run & Gun” flag football 
tournament
$20 deposit fee. Sign up at imleagues.com
Registration ends Friday
Noon-10 p.m., Turf  Field

Wednesday, Oct. 10

Nine Preview
7:30 p.m., Yvonne Theater

Thursday, Oct. 11- Sunday, Oct. 14

Nine 
7:30 p.m., Yvonne Theater
Saturday, Oct. 13 and Sunday, Oct.14 at 2 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 12

Pre-Midnight MAACness
8 p.m.-10 p.m., Student Recreation Center

Midnight MAACness
10 p.m.-midnight, Alumni Gym

Wednesday, Oct. 17

Rush Holt keynote address
School of  Education’s 100th Anniversary
6 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room

Monday, Nov. 12

Health fair  and flu vaccinations
9 a.m. - 2 p.m., BLC Cavalla Room

Wednesday, Nov. 14

Health fair  and flu vaccinations
9 a.m. - 11a.m., Williamson Hall

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Sophomore psychology major Ashlee Amatulli sets the ball to her 
teammates at a home game against Fairfield. 
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S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S

Side scraped
A female resident student was the 

victim of a hit-and-run on Thursday, 
Sept. 27. 

The student contacted Public 
Safety at 11:38 a.m., reporting that 
her car had been hit. She said that 
earlier that morning at about 9:40 
a.m., she was unable to locate a 
parking spot in the Commuter Lot so 
she parked in Z-Lot, the freshman lot. 
The victim did not recall if another 
car was in the spot next to her or not. 
When she returned from class, she 
noticed damage to the passenger 
side of the vehicle. 

The investigation is ongoing. 
Contact Public Safety at x5029 if you 
have any information regarding this 
incident. 

  

  

Sick drinker
A male resident in Conover Hall 

was transported to a nearby hospi-
tal when he started vomiting after 
consuming alcohol. 

Public Safety arrived at Conover 
at 10:10 p.m. on Thursday, Sept. 27, 
after receiving a call from a resident 
advisor, who reported that a student 
was throwing up. The officers located 
the room and observed the student 
sitting on a chair and holding a trash 
can with two bottles of alcohol on 
the floor. The student said he had 
been drinking, but not on campus. 
The four other male residents in the 
room also said they were drink-
ing off campus but none knew the 
specific location of where they were 
drinking. All of the students were 
under the legal drinking age and 
were instructed by the officers to 
dispose of the alcohol in the bath-
room. Public Safety then notified an 
ambulance for the student who was 
vomiting. The Lawrence Township 
Police have charged the ill student 
with underage drinking and all of the 
students were charged with a viola-
tion of the University alcohol policy. 

Homework heist
Missing homework and laun-

dry detergent tablets were at the 
forefront of a male resident student’s 
mind on Wednesday, Sept. 26. 

Public Safety arrived to the 
student’s room in Kroner Hall at 
12:40 a.m. He said that he was in 
the process of writing an essay and 
had prepared a set of notecards. 
These notes were not on his desk 
when he returned from studying in 
an academic building. He told the 
officers that his roommate was not in 
the room earlier in the day or at 9:30 
p.m. when the victim left to study. He 
also reported an unknown number 
of stolen Tide tablets. He reported 
that there were 72 tablets and he 
had only done three loads of wash. 
However, there were more missing 
than the three he used. The student 
claims to have locked the door when 
he left and has no knowledge of 
anyone else having access to the 
room. The officers noted that there 
was no sign of forced entry and after 
a search of the room, the items did 
not show up.
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News
Syllabus scuffle: adjunct suspended for two semesters
By Jen Maldonado

WHEN students receive a course syllabus on the 
first day of  classes, it’s often thought of  as a 
reminder that tells them when it’s time to stay 
up all night studying for an exam or to finally 

start writing a paper. Last semester, a syllabus proved to 
be the center of  a court conflict among faculty, raising 
the question of  what exactly a syllabus means. 

Robert Kenny, an adjunct associate professor in 
the College of  Business Administration, was accused 
of  stealing a syllabus and other course materials from 
Susan Denbo, professor of  Legal Studies and Business 
Ethics, after he was given them from the department 
chair, according to Kenny.   

Though he says he was given the syllabus to use 
as a model, Kenny was punished with a two-semester 
suspension from teaching for the summer and fall 
2012 semesters. Now Kenny, a lawyer, has filed a law-
suit against Denbo, claiming libel, invasion of  privacy 
and false light invasion of  privacy.

“The real damage is my reputation is stained and I 
was being accused of  doing something unethical when 
in my view, I did nothing wrong,” Kenny said.

Denbo was asked to comment but said because this 
matter is currently in litigation, she is unable to say 
anything about the case.

William Ahearn, vice president of  University 

Communications, gave a 
statement on behalf  of  the 
University.

“As a matter of  policy, 
we do not comment on 
matters that are in litiga-
tion,” he said. “However, 
we believe this claim is 
entirely baseless, and 
has, in fact, already been 
settled through a binding 
arbitration proceeding, in 
which Professor Kenny 
provided a written apol-
ogy for his actions.”

Jeffrey Halpern, con-
tract administrator and 
chief  grievance officer of  
American Association 
of  University Professors 
(AAUP) and associate 
professor of  sociology, became involved as a union 
representative for Kenny during a campus disciplinary 
hearing in the case. 

“At Rider, your syllabus is your property under 
intellectual property rights,” Halpern said. “To be an 
intellectual property, it has to be a creative work. As 
an institutional decision, we said it belongs to the indi-
vidual and copyright resides with the faculty member, 
not the University.” 

Halpern feels syllabi should be generally available 
to professors “particularly for an adjunct who wasn’t 
there for the discussion of  a course,” and a sample syl-
labus from the department chair is usually property of  
the University. However, if  the syllabus has a profes-
sor’s name on it and has specifics such as assignments 
and essay questions, which are creative elements, then 
it is the personal property of  the person who wrote it 
and an adjunct or other professor needs to get permis-
sion from the author to use it. The AAUP also encour-
ages the sharing of  intellectual property. 

 “If  it’s a much more creative element, I should ask 
permission,” Halpern said. “That’s a legal require-
ment and my advice in that [similar situation] is you 
should make sure you know what range of  permission 
is given.”

Kenny, who has been teaching for more than 
16 years at colleges such as Seton Hall, Mercer 
Community College, Middlesex Community College 
and currently at The College of  New Jersey, and has 
been practicing law for over 35 years, he claims he was 
given a sample syllabus for a course he was teaching 
at Rider in the spring of  2012. He said he used the 
syllabus with Denbo’s assignments as a model to show 
his students what the expected course load for his class 
would be, and posted it on Blackboard.

Denbo then sent multiple emails to Kenny saying 
she was “outraged” that he used her syllabus, accord-
ing to court papers he filed. Kenny apologized and 
posted a new syllabus, but Denbo had sent an email 
to five administrative officials accusing him of  hav-
ing unauthorized access to her syllabus and intend-
ing to use her assignments and resources without her 
permission. 

Students seem to have different opinions when it 

comes to the issue of  a potentially stolen syllabus.
“I think that it’s hard to tell for sure if  the professor 

definitely copied the syllabus intentionally but in my 
opinion, the suspension was kind of  extreme,” said 
Chris Giannino, a senior accounting major. “Also, I 
think there are more important issues at Rider than a 
syllabus.” 

In the past, adjuncts were given syllabi and would 
assume they were given some type of  sample, which 
is equivalent to getting permission to use it. Rider’s 
policy now requires adjuncts to seek permission from 
the original author, according to Halpern, which is 
something Kenny “doesn’t think is very sensible.”

“That’s a very awkward system for adjuncts and 
not what people would expect,” Kenny said. “I’ve 
gotten syllabi at least seven times from the department 
head and now we can’t just use it. We have to get 
permission from someone which is unworkable since 
adjuncts aren’t on campus often.”

The labor grievance of  Kenny’s case was settled in 
arbitration, which means an outside person made a 
decision after hearing from both sides and settled the 
issue, according to Halpern, who wouldn’t directly 
comment on details of  the settlement since it involves 
personnel. 

“An arbitrator will try to get parties to come to a 
compromise and that’s what happened in this case,” 
Halpern said. “The union and University came 
to a settlement and ended the grievance and that 
arbitration.”   

Halpern said that the union, including himself, and  
an executive committee at AAUP, and the University 
are going to work on creating guidelines for the 
department chairs and adjuncts when it comes to the 
use of  syllabi “so we don’t end up in same situation in 
the future.” 

“There is no precedent case in law that would settle 
it so it’s up to institutions to wrestle with this and in 
some extent, it comes down to nature of  syllabi,” 
Halpern said. “This is still contested territory and it’s 
a complicated issue.” 

Contact this writer at maldonadoje@theridernews.com

Robert Kenny was accused of stealing a professor’s  syllabus. He has been teaching for more than 16 years.
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A note from Public Safety
This is the week that our nation is reminded of the need for fire safety.  In conjunction with 
Fire Prevention Week and to ensure that the campus community is prepared to evacuate 
the administration and academic buildings, the Public Safety Department will conduct fire 
evacuation drills on Monday at the Westminster Campus and Tuesday and Thursday on the 
Lawrenceville campus. 

The Residence Fire and Safety Regulations in the Student Handbook outline the proper 
equipment permitted and use of electrical appliances, extension cords and decorating materials 
within a student’s room.  Students must be aware of basic safety measures. New residents may 
move into student housing without a thought about overloaded electrical circuits, unsafe 
cooking or heat sources like curling irons and coffee makers.

Students must be aware that there is an element of personal responsibility too. The safest 
building may not prevent disaster if the occupants are impaired by alcohol or drugs.

Campus Firewatch, a publication entirely dedicated to fire safety for those living on and near 
college campuses, reports that 155 people have died in campus-related fires in the U.S. since 
2000, with 85 percent of those fires in off-campus residences.

THE SCHOOL OF FINE AND 
PERFORMING ARTS PRESENTS

The Tony Award-winning musical

nine
Book by

Arthur Kopit
Music and Lyrics by
Maury Yeston

Adaptation from the Italian by
Mario Fratti

Broadway Production Directed by
Tommy Tune

Original Cast Recording on Columbia 
Records & Tapes

    Directed by            Musical Direction by
Nathan Hurwitz       Alex Harrington

Choreography by
Ginger Thatcher

Preview:
Wednesday, October 10, 7:30 p.m.

Performances:
Thursday, October 11, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, October 12, 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, October 13, 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

Yvonne Theater
Rider University

2083 Lawrenceville Road • Lawrenceville, NJ
Nine is presented by special arrangement with 

SAMUEL FRENCH, INC.

Tickets:
$20 adults, $10 minors/students/
Rider University faculty and staff
$9 preview performances (general 
admission available only at the door)
$5 Rider University students with valid ID for
ALL performances
Box Office: 609-896-5303 
Online: www.rider.edu/arts
For updates, go to www.rider.edu/arts
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to exemplify her point, the former 
governor noted that answers to the 
problem do exist and are just not being 
acted upon. 

“There are solutions, but no one 
has the appetite for them,” she said. 
“That’s just plain wrong when real 
people are being hurt.”

Associate Professor of  
Communication Dr. Myra Gutin 
agreed with the main points Gov. 
Whitman made in an email. 

“I thought Governor Whitman was 
dead-on when she spoke about the fact 
that neither party wants to compromise 
and the word ‘compromise’ has become 
a dirty word,” Gutin said. “She under-
stands that the lack of  cooperation is at 
the heart of  congressional gridlock.”

The former governor also expressed 
her concerns over how the current state 
of  American politics will affect main-
stream American voters in the upcom-
ing presidential election. She fears 
that many Americans will simply stay 
home and not vote because of  a lack 
of  enthusiasm and uncertainty created 
by the fringe factions of  each political 
party, something she finds troubling.

“Democracy is not a spectator 
sport,”she said, repeating an oft-quoted 
phrase. Whitman remembers an 
important lesson her father taught her: 
“If  you do not participate, you lose the 
right to complain.”

Whitman mentioned the low voter 
turnout rates over the past few years as 
a sign that all is not well. According to 
her, only 10 percent of  registered voters 
go to the polls in primary elections, 

30 percent in midterm elections and 
slightly over 50 percent in presiden-
tial elections. This means that most 
people “either don’t care or believe [the 
incumbents] are doing a good job.” She 
says that what these low turnout num-
bers mean for both political parties is 
that voters are placing “a pox on both 
your houses” channeling Mercutio’s 
dying words from “Romeo and Juliet.” 

Her solution to the divide that 
plagues the nation is to encourage vot-
ers to push back and push back hard.

“As the electorate, we should be 
standing up and saying ‘enough,’” 
Whitman said.

Gutin has similiar feelings to Gov. 
Whitman when it comes to voting.

“I completely agree with Whitman 
about voting,” Gutin said. “It is a dis-
grace that just over 50 percent of  reg-
istered voters in this country will cast 
their vote for president. For most of  us, 
it isn’t hard to vote — those who do not 
vote have no right to complain.”

According to the governor, even the 
founding fathers had different opin-
ions but were able to work through 
them to create “something bigger than 
themselves.”

“They gave us the extraordinary 
document — the Constitution,” she 
said. 

Gov. Whitman also stressed the 
importance of  making the upcoming 
election about the issues that matter, 
like social security and the national 
deficit and not fabricated issues like 
Obama eating dog meat when he was 
a child in Indonesia or Mitt Romney 

strapping his dog to the roof  of  the 
family vehicle. 

When asked by an undecided voter 
for advice on how she could not “throw 
her vote away,” Whitman responded 
that in today’s technologically advanced 
world, information is all around us and 
that a little effort is all it takes to find 
the information needed to make an 
informed decision. She also suggested 
that watching the debates would be 
helpful. 

“Are they addressing the problems 
that are important to you?” she said. “I 
wouldn’t vote for the party, but for the 
person.” 

Whitman attempted to alleviate 
some of  the problems voters may 
have when she served on the Board of  
Directors for Americans Elect, a non-
profit organization that intended to 
nominate a presidential candidate from 
one of  the major parties and a vice 
presidential candidate from the other. 

The entire process was to take place 
online, where participants or delegates 
would vote for a nominee. Ultimately, 
none of  the candidates met the neces-
sary criteria and Americans Elect failed 
to put a nominee on the ballot. 

The event was a huge success 
according to an email sent out to 
faculty by Ben Dworkin, director of  
the Rebovich Institute for New Jersey 
Politics. The email noted that it was 
standing-room only.  The presentation 
was popular with students as well, such 
as senior public relations major Ben 
Smith. 

“It was great that she left so much 
time to answer students’ questions,” 
Smith said. “When the topic shifted 
to the presidential election, she spoke 
objectively of  both candidates and 
really stressed the importance of  pro-
moting better bipartisan relations.
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Whitman reserved time following her talk to answer student questions regarding current politics and her 
time in the N.J. State House. She stressed the importance and value of voting in the upcoming election.
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who were processed by arrest, citation or summons. 
Disciplinary actions and judicial referrals involve 
persons referred to campus officials for university 
disciplinary action. Not all such persons are ultimately 
found responsible, according to the campus safety 
report that was sent out by Public Safety to the entire 
campus community on Friday, Sept. 21.

In Weaver’s opinion, the campus is a credit to the 
University’s policies, programs and better decision-
making among students. 

“I think that both the drop in alcohol-related 
arrests and the relatively flat number of  alcohol refer-
rals compared to last year are an indication that our 
educational programs and awareness among students 
of  the rigorous alcohol policies that have been imple-
mented over the past five years are working,” Weaver 
said. 

The federal law that mandates these detailed 
reports are published annually by colleges and univer-
sities across the country.

Students feel that the decrease in alcohol arrests 
may also have to do with the increased enforcement 
from the Lawrence Township Police Department.

“I feel like the local police officers have really 
cracked down on patrolling the campus on the 
weekends,” said junior secondary education major 
Marcella Scalise. “People know that they have to be 
more careful because it’s not just Public Safety that 
they could get in trouble with.” 

The drug violations on the Lawrenceville campus 
saw an increase in 2011 as well. In 2010, there were 
four on-campus drug law violations; in 2011 there 
were 13. Similarly, in 2010 there were five drug arrests 
on the Lawrenceville campus while in 2011 there were 
15 reported arrests. 

In response to the increase of  reported drug arrests 
and violations on the Lawrenceville campus, Weaver 
said that the number reflects a national growing chal-
lenge to limit drug usage on college campuses.

“The number reflects an increase in violations 
involving marijuana, which accounts for almost all 
drug violations in 2011,” Weaver said. “The increase 

underscores our rigorous enforcement of  substance 
abuse policies. Every day, Rider, like other colleges 
and universities throughout the country, faces the 
growing challenge of  promoting personal responsibil-
ity among students while also striving to make their 
campuses as safe and healthy as possible.”

Danielle Trautwein, a resident advisor (RA) in 
Conover Hall, felt that the increase in drug law viola-
tions was noticeable last year.

“As an RA in Conover last year, I definitely noticed 
that a lot of  the students in the building were written 
up for illegal drug use,” she said. “I think that smok-
ing these types of  drugs is becoming more and more 
popular.”

Comparatively, Rowan University, which has an 
undergraduate body of  about 10,000 students, also 
showed an increased in drug law arrests reporting 
16 arrests in 2010 and 23 in 2011. Rowan’s drug law 
violations remained consistent with 52 in 2010 and 
51 in 2011. The College of  New Jersey (TCNJ), with 
about 6,000 undergraduate students, reported 15 drug 
law arrests in 2010 and 19 in 2011. TCNJ’s drug law 
violations also increased substantially with no reported 
violations in 2010 and 23 in 2011. 

On-campus sex offenses increased again this 
year on the Lawrenceville campus. In 2010, two sex 
offenses were reported, while eight were reported this 
year.

Public Safety noted that of  this number, only two 
offenses occurred in 2011. The other six that were 
reported occurred in years prior. The Clery Act 
requires that institutions record incidents in the year 
in which they are reported, regardless of  when they 
occurred.

TCNJ reported two forcible offenses in 2010 
and one in 2011. At Rowan, there was one offense 
reported in 2010 and three in 2011.  

Westminster went down slightly in the forcible sex 
offenses category, reporting no offense for 2011, com-
pared to one that was reported last year.

Weaver said that Public Safety will continue to take 
allegations of  sexual assault and other crimes very 

seriously and will work diligently with other groups on 
campus to ensure that students feel safe at Rider.

“All of  us at Rider — Public Safety, Student Affairs, 
Residence Life, Greek Life and other offices across 
both campuses — are committed to sustaining an 
environment dedicated to learning and mutual respect 
as reflected in the University’s mission,” she said.

In order to lessen the number of  reported sex 
offenses for next year, Public Safety plans to continue 
its vigilance in enforcing the student code of  conduct 
on both campuses.

“We offer a wide variety of  educational programs 
and services to encourage students to make informed, 
responsible and healthy decisions and to encourage 
them to come forward when they are victims of  a 
sexual assault or other crimes,” Weaver said. 

Junior popular culture music major Tiffany 
Morales said that while eight reported sex offenses is 
not good, it’s reassuring to hear about the effort Rider 
is making.

“It makes me feel a little better about the num-
ber of  sex offenses knowing that only two actually 
occurred last year and that Public Safety recognizes 
this and is doing something about it,” she said.

In the category of  alcohol, TCNJ reported 37 
liquor law arrests in 2010 and 72 in 2011. Rowan saw 
a decrease in these arrests with 24 in 2010 and two in 
2011. For liquor law violations, TCNJ reported 347 in 
2010 and 317 in 2011. Rowan cited 343 in 2010 and 
477 in 2011.

Overall, Weaver feels that Rider has maintained 
the reputation of  a safe, well-protected campus.

“By viewing our 2011 Clery report results in the 
aggregate – for all categories and comparatively over 
the last few years – it appears that we are creating an 
ever safer environment,” she said. “I can’t emphasize 
enough the degree to which this is an ongoing effort 
and a matter of  shared responsibility.”

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.com
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PIEROGI and kielbasa aren’t 
just for Daly’s anymore: 
Rider has officially 
approved the Polish Club 

as a multicultural organization 
on campus.

On Tuesday, the club joined 
the ranks of  other multicul-
tural organizations such as the 
German Club and the French 
Club. The idea for a Polish 
Club came to fruition by 
President Monica Swietlik, a 
junior accounting and finance 
major, and Vice President 
Annette Frankowski, a sopho-
more accounting major, who 
recognized Rider’s need for an 
organization that represented 
the Polish community on 
campus.

Swietlik noticed Rider’s 
lack of  a Polish club during 
her college search.

“It was a big factor for 
me when I was considering 
this school,” she said. “Other 
schools in New Jersey have 
a Polish club like Princeton, 
Rutgers and TCNJ.”

A mutual friend introduced 
Frankowski and Swietlik to 
each other because of  their 
cultural similarities. The pair 
hopes to help bring other 

Polish students together 
through the new club.

“You want to connect with 
people from your culture,” 
Swietlik said. “I speak Polish. I 
read and write Polish. I’m 100 
percent [Polish]. I wanted to 
connect with other students.”

Members of  the new club 
will have that chance as the 
group hopes to participate 
in activities with other Polish 
clubs nationwide. One 
opportunity to meet students 
from other universities is the 
Polish Student Organization 
Conference, an annual confer-
ence that is held at a different 
university every year, accord-
ing to Swietlik.

Polish students on campus 
such as Brittany Demcovitz, 
a junior English education 
major, are already expressing 
an interest in participating.

“I think it’s a really cool 
idea,” Demcovitz said. “Being 
Polish is a big part of  my life, 
and to hang out with other 
Polish people on campus 
would be a neat idea.”

This opportunity is not lim-
ited; Frankowski and Swietlik 
stressed that the Polish Club is 
inviting students of  all cultures 
to come to the meetings. 

“You do not have to be 
Polish to join,” Swietlik said. 
“Our purpose is to inform 
Rider students about Poland 
and its culture and language.”

Students will learn about 
a variety of  Polish traditions 
through the activities the 
club has planned, such as a 
Polish Christmas party and 
“Święconka,” an Easter tradi-
tion involving egg painting. 
Another event the club hopes 
to host is “Smingus Dyngus,” a 
celebration on Easter Monday 

when boys typically throw 
water on girls, according to 
Swietlik. 

On a larger scale, 
Frankowski and Swietlik want 
to have a Polish Day celebra-
tion for all of  Rider, which 
would include Polish food 
such as kielbasa, pierogi and 
pastries.

Frankowski and Swietlik 
have also expressed an interest 
for the club to participate in 
the Pulaski Day Parade in New 
York, which marches down 

Fifth Avenue.
The Polish Club plans to 

hold meetings on Tuesday eve-
nings, but has yet to figure out 
an exact starting date. Swietlik 
encourages those who are 
interested to keep an eye out 
for fliers around campus.

Students who are would like 
to join the club or who would 
like more information can 
contact Swietlik at swietlikm@
rider.edu.

COLLEGE classes can intimidate 
students because of  the advanced 
level of  teaching, but Rider’s Sup-
plemental Instruction (SI) sessions 

help replace worry with confidence.
SI sessions offer students the chance 

to participate in group study sessions 
led by a qualified student or instructor.

Jenny Scudder, assistant director of  
the Student Success Center (SSC), said 
SI was introduced on campus in 2001 
to provide extra help with challenging 
courses. As of  today, the program has 
helped more than 3,000 students.

“The SI Leader reviews course con-
tent and helps students develop critical 
thinking skills and extend problem solv-
ing skills through collaborative learning 
strategies,” Scudder said.

Director of  the SSC Kendall 
Friedman enumerated its benefits in an 
email. 

“Supplemental Instruction is an 
academic support program that is 
collaborative in approach between the 
faculty, the SI Leader who attends class 
and members of  the Student Success 
Center staff,” Friedman said. 

While not all classes offer SI ses-
sions, Friedman recommends taking 
advantage of  those that are available. 

“Students enrolled in targeted 
courses attend regularly scheduled, 
informal review sessions during which 
they work in groups to compare notes, 
discuss reading assignments, develop 
review techniques and prepare for 
exams,” Friedman said.

Freshman Marissa Gennarelli, an 

elementary education and psychology 
major, praised SI, saying she saw posi-
tive changes in her academics.

“I’d definitely recommend it because 
they go over everything touched on in 
class,” she said. “Going to two sessions 
definitely boosted my grade.”

There are other benefits as well. 
Scudder said students who attend SI six 
or more times throughout the course of  
a semester can earn half  a grade higher 
than those who don’t.

According to Friedman, what stu-
dents take out of  the sessions extends 
beyond one class. 

“Students who attend these sessions 
practice integrating content with learn-
ing strategies,” she said.

These strategies have proven to 
be helpful for students, such as junior 
sociology major Alexander Gallo. He 
had his initial reservations abated after 
attending SI sessions. 

“When I went, I was skeptical of  
how they could help me out,” Gallo 
said. “After I was finished with the 
session, not only did I feel confident, I 
also did better on that exam than I had 
done without the SI instruction.”

To teach an SI course, the instruc-
tor must first successfully pass the class 
with the same professor to prove he or 
she is qualified and understands the 
work that is involved in the course.

Junior global supply chain manage-
ment major Alyssa Rodriguez is an SI 
tutor for Principles of  Macroeconomics 
and believes that the program benefits 
the tutors as well as the tutees. 

“Having taken this class the previ-
ous year and performed well, I was 
very excited to become a SI Leader,” 
Rodriguez said. “SI Leaders are always 

learning new techniques and strate-
gies to help the students with concepts 
and how to analyze the content in the 
class.” 

Freshman secondary education 
and English major Lori Tatum felt 
she benefited from the experience 
overall, though there is some room for 
improvement.

“I like how I can go and review 
material to get the key points,” Tatum 
said. “Sometimes I feel like there are 
too many people in [a] session and it 
can get off  track, but it’s a really good 
program overall.”

Scudder stressed that SI instructors 
don’t do the work for the students, but 
they help them understand the topics 
better. 

“Students who regularly attend SI 
develop strategies specific for the course 
but those strategies are transferable to 
other courses at Rider,” Scudder said in 
an email. “The SI leaders facilitate the 
sessions using a variety of  approaches 
so students have a collection of  
learning strategies by the end of  the 
semester.” 

SI sessions are very popular with 
students because they not only get help 
in classes that have SI sessions, but they 
can also get one-on-one tutoring at the 
SSC. 

The SSC’s website provides a 
schedule that shows all the weekly ses-
sions. Classes range from Life Science-
Genetics and Intro to Quantitative 
Methods. There are sessions five days 
a week, Sunday through Thursday and 
there is no need to sign up in advance. 
 
Additional reporting by Megan Pendagast

Arts&Entertainment

Smells like pierogi: new club joins campus
By Megan Witos

To celebrate Święconka, the Polish take egg painting to a whole new level with their highly detailed and intricate designs.

Supplemental Instruction helps students succeed
By Melissa Kasiarz

An SI Leader discusses important information with a group of students from the same class. 
Supplemental Instruction sessions are held in Rider’s Student Success Center.
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THE self-professed “world’s greatest impersonators” 
of  Lady Gaga, Madonna and Elton John kicked 
off  Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) Month at the Legends of  Pride event this 

Monday in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) with host 
Wilson Cruz.

The impersonators portrayed LGBT icons that 
have played an instrumental role in supporting equal 
rights and are known to be prominent gay icons of  
their generation. 

Singles such as Madonna’s “Like a Virgin,” Lady 
Gaga’s “Poker Face” and Elton John’s “Crocodile 
Rock” were among the plethora of  songs performed 
during the event.

 While some members of  crowd seemed very 
entertained, singing along to songs and dancing 
onstage with the performers, others were not so satis-
fied. Several students left the BLC during the begin-
ning of  the performance. Some students who wished 
to remain anonymous complained that a few of  the 
interactions with the audience were awkwardly flam-
boyant and the singing didn’t resemble the original 
artists.

Midway through her performance, the Lady Gaga 
impersonator had a wardrobe malfunction when orna-
ments began falling off  of  her costume.

Junior English major Walter Saravia left the event 
with mixed feelings.

“Lady Gaga sucked,” Saravia said. “But everyone 
else was really good.”

Junior communications major Alicia Abruzzese was 
among those dissatisfied with the musical aspect of  the 
event. 

“It was entertaining, but not in a good way,” she 
said. “Everyone was laughing at how badly they were 
singing. It felt like it was thrown together.”

However, Abruzzese did take a positive experience 
away from the evening.

“I enjoyed Cruz’s speech immensely,” she said.
Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against Defamation 

(GLAAD) spokesperson and actor Cruz spoke to 
a packed auditorium of  students in the BLC for 
Legends of  Pride event sponsored by the Student 
Entertainment Council.

Cruz discussed his career as well as his experience 
as an openly gay actor on television and Broadway 
and addressed both the evolution and hindrances that 
the LGBT community has encountered in the media. 

He has appeared in Broadway’s Rent, the 2009 film 
He’s Just Not that Into You and television programs such 
as “Grey’s Anatomy” in 2011 as well as the short-lived 
’90s cult series “My So-Called Life.”

Students were informed about a myriad of  issues, 
especially ones that are lacking attention or go unad-
dressed in the media. He acknowledged that the 
struggles of  the LGBT youth receive little recognition 
on television, and that there is a lack of  racial diver-
sity in the gay community and an avoidance of  direct 
depictions of  homosexuality.  

Despite these continual struggles for the LGBT 
community in the media, he has been quite pleased 
that there has been an immense amount of  support 
for gay rights.

“If  the work is being done, I feel like this genera-
tion is in good hands,” he said after his speech. “I feel 
like I was here to put things in context.”

Cruz’s character Rickie on “My So-Called Life” 
was a groundbreaker for the LGBT community in the 
early ’90s. Very few shows explicitly referenced homo-
sexuality at the time, and Cruz’s character depicted 
the common and previously unaddressed struggles of  
a gay teenager. His role in the show portrayed the dif-
ficulties that were unknown to the majority of  people 
at the time.

While asserting that the entertainment industry still 
has a long way to go, Cruz praised the media for its 
improvement in recent years, supporting shows that 
have worked hard to educate and bring awareness to 
issues in the LGBT community.

“I think where we’ve come is amazing, but where 
we’re going is even better.”

Nick Barbati, Campus Life coordinator, felt that 
overall the speech and performances were a good start 
for upcoming events. 

“I thought the performers were great,” he said. “I 
think as a campus community, we can do an LGBT 
heritage month.”
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Legends of Pride 
inspires and misfires
By Melissa Lindley

FROM its humble beginnings in Waterloo Village in 
Stanhope, New Jersey in 1986, the Geraldine R. 
Dodge Poetry Festival has blossomed into the larg-
est poetry event in North America bar none.

This four-day celebration of  poetry takes place 
every two years, moving to Newark in 2010 where 
it remains today. The 14th festival kicks off  on 
Thursday, Oct. 11 and runs until the 14th.

The event is widely acknowledged and was dubbed 
“Wordstock” by The New York Times since it brings 
droves of  people together with a mutual passion much 
like the Woodstock Music & Art Fair before it.

Creative writing professor Dr. Roberta Clipper has 
attended the festival since its inception. 

“[Waterloo Village] couldn’t sustain it,” Clipper 
said. “The last festival was such a great success, I hope 
it can stay there.”

The event combines poets and audiences alike, 
featuring more than 60 acclaimed poets who read, 
workshop and lead discussion according to Clipper.

“Friday is high school student day and acclaimed 
poets teach them,” she said. “Every year there are 
people from the community attending and famous 
poets. My favorite is Philip Levine and Dorianne 
Laux, she’s a great poet.”

Robert Hass, the1995 American Poet Laureate, 
said that the festival is “poetry heaven.”

According to Clipper the event is instrumental in 
uniting poets and poem lovers from all walks of  life.

“Leading New Jersey poets attend, as well as 

acclaimed and widely published poets from all over,” 
she said. “My friend Emari DiGiorgio from Stockton 
is reading this year.”

According to dodgepoetry.org, the festival’s official 
website, it is held in memory of  Geraldine Rockefeller 
Dodge, who donated $85 million to establish a foun-
dation in her name.

New Jersey Transit is offering discounts to attend-
ees to encourage people to attend. Tickets are for a 
single full day and the general admission is $40, the 
senior citizen and teacher price is $36 and students 
and Newark residents can attend for $20.

Contact this writer at pendagastm@theridernews.com

“Wordstock” draws a large flock
By Megan Pendagast

In 2010, the Dodge Poetry Festival relocated because of expansion.
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Thursday, Oct. 11
9:30-10:30 a.m.
Welcome & Reading and 
Conversations, Open 
Reading
11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Reading and 
Conversations
7:15-7:30 p.m.
Welcome
7:30-10 p.m.
Poetry sampler

Friday, Oct. 12
9:30-3:50 p.m.
Festival Poet Readings, 
Poets on Poetry and 
Conversations
3:50-4:50 p.m.
Open Reading
6:30-10 p.m.
Readings & Music

Saturday, Oct. 13
9-10:10 a.m.
In Praise: Music and 
Poetry & Festival Poets 
Reading

10:30-11:40 a.m.
Conversations, Festi-
val Poets Reading & 
Storytelling
12-1:10 p.m.
On the 45th Anniversary 
of  the Newark Uprising
1:30-2:40 p.m.
Conversations & Open 
Mic
3-4:30 p.m.
Readings & Music, 
Conversations & Festival 
Poets Reading
3-5 p.m.
Open Mic

Sunday, Oct. 14
9-11:40 a.m.
Festival Poet Readings, 
Conversations
12-1:10 p.m.
Conversations, Festi-
val Poet Readings & 
Storytelling
1:30-4:40 p.m.
Readings & Music

The self-professed  “world’s greatest impersonator” of Elton John combined music with acrobatics during his performance on Monday  night.

GLAAD spokesperson and actor Wilson Cruz addressed the crowd in the BLC regarding some of the tough issues the LGBT community faces in today’s media.



“Apple cider.”

Arleen 
Barningham, 
Advertising 
Manager

AS kids, some of  
us played “silent 
ball” in class. This 
was our teachers’ 

brilliant way of  allowing 
us to have fun without 
causing a ruckus. Now, as 
college students, we are 
responsible for comply-
ing with Residence Life 
noise policies and local 
noise ordinances when it 
comes to having fun. For 
students at Westminster 
Choir College (WCC), 
this means creative party 
planning. 

Tonight at 7 p.m., 
WCC will hold its annual 
homecoming dance on 
the Great Plains lawn. 
This, however, will be no 
ordinary dance, as this 
years theme is Hood-
ies and Headphones. 
According the WCC 
press release, upon 
arrival, each student will 
be given a pair of  wire-
less headphones from a 
company called Silent 
Disco. Hired artist DJ 
Fourleaf  will broadcast 
the same music to every 
pair of  headphones so 
that students can dance 
and sing together. 

WCC sophomore 
student Sam Brukhman 
believes that this event 
will not only entertain, 
but also suspend some of  
the mid-semester chaos. 

“Homecoming is 
a great way to relieve 
the stress that has piled 
up in the semester,” 
Brukhman said. “We are 

now approaching the 
middle of  the semester 
and things are becoming 
hectic. Homecoming is a 
reminder that we need to 
relax and that we should 
not be constantly con-
sumed in our studies.”

Sophomore Gianna 
Pannullo, a member 
of  the Student Activi-
ties Committee, said 
the committee plans all 
major events at WCC 
that are not sponsored by 
a specific organization, 
such as the Spring Fling, 
Halloween, Drag Ball 
and homecoming. The 
committee does every-
thing, including com-
ing up with the theme, 
making a proposal, 
submitting the budget to 
the Student Government 
Association for funding, 
decorating, reserving 
spaces, advertising, and 
setup and cleanup.

“It’s something that 
I personally really look 
forward to because I love 
planning,” Pannullo said. 
“I also love being able to 
get together with a group 
of  people who have the 
same interests as me 
outside of  music.” 

In addition to the 
Hoodies and Head-
phones, homecoming 
weekend at WCC also 
includes an annual 
pageant. Contestants are 
split between upper-
classmen who compete 
for Homecoming King 
and Queen and fresh-
men who compete for 
the titles of  Prince and 
Princess.

The pageant is held 
the night before the 
dance and the winners, 
who are voted on by 
the student body after 
competing in various cat-
egories, are announced at 

the dance.
“Contestants will 

compete in evening 
wear, lip sync, Q&A and 
teacher impersonation,” 
Pannullo said.

Overall, the pageant 
and the Silent Disco are 
causing a great deal of  
excitement on campus. 

“Lots of  people have 
apparently been to Silent 
Disco events on cruises 
and things before and 
have loved it,” Pannullo 
said. “We are hoping for 
a large turnout.” 

Any student with a 
Rider ID is allowed to 
attend this weekend’s 
homecoming festivities 
at WCC. The dance will 
take place outside, so 
the event staff  suggests 
that attendees rock their 
hoodies and plan to be 
festooned with glow-in-
the-dark accessories.
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Arts&Entertainment

“I love apple pie.”

Jen Maldonado,
News Editor

“My aunt’s mashed 
sweet potatoes.”

Christina LoBrutto,
Online Editor

“Pumpkin pie, or 
anything pumpkin-y.”

Megan Pendagast,
A&E Editor

“Whatever Nicole 
likes.”

Dave Pavlak,
Sports Editor

What autumn treats do 
The Rider News editors 
recommend?

“Baked pumpkin 
seeds.”

Katie Hambor, 
Design Manager

“If I had to choose 
I’d go with my aunt’s 
mashed potatoes.”

Kristy Grinere, 
Opinion Editor

“Pumpkin bread. 
It’s even better than 
pumpkin pie.”

Emily Eiermann,
Executive Editor

“Thanksgiving 
turkey.”

Steve Eggert, Sports 
Editor

“Banana bread.”

Samantha DeVeau, 
Online Editor

“Apple cider.”

Arleen 
Barningham, 
Advertising 
Manager

“Warm apple cobbler 
with a scoop of vanilla 
ice cream.”

Maggie Sarlo, 
Photography Editor

“Pumpkin coffee.”

Rachel Stengel,
Managing Editor

“My grandma’s apple 
crisp.”

Nicole Veenstra,
A&E Editor

“Gingersnaps are the 
best.”

Katie Zeck,
News Editor

Hoodies and Headphones heads to homecoming
By Angela Romansky

Partygoers can enjoy popular music and a party atmosphere without violating town noise ordinances. 
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The self-professed  “world’s greatest impersonator” of Elton John combined music with acrobatics during his performance on Monday  night.
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GLAAD spokesperson and actor Wilson Cruz addressed the crowd in the BLC regarding some of the tough issues the LGBT community faces in today’s media.
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Opinion
Editorial

Do your part; be safe 
and drink smart
OUR time as a students in college 

is a period in our lives when 
we must make decisions and 
take responsibility for our-

selves. For some students, this act of  
independence can prove to be too 
much and in turn, can result in losing 
control of  their actions. While you no 
longer have to answer to mom and 
dad every day, if  things really get out 
of  hand on campus, you will have to 
answer to Public Safety, the Com-
munity Standards Board and possibly 
the Lawrenceville Township Police.

According to Rider’s Clery 
Report, the amount of  alcohol 
arrests this year has decreased since 
last year, though violations deal-
ing with alcohol and drugs have 
gone up. The big question is: What 
occurred to make these numbers 
change and what can Rider do to 
help them decline?

Rider’s administration is always 
trying to find ways to decrease the 
amount of  alcohol violations and 
arrests in an effort to keep students 
safe and out of  trouble. Yet, since 
Rider allows alcohol on campus, 
it isn’t always easy and students 
don’t always know when enough is 
enough. 

It is important for students to 
realize the potential harm that can 
come out of  drinking too much, 
which can affect both their physical 
well-being and their standing with 
the University.

When the weekend rolls around, 
it’s understandable that you may 
want to celebrate the break from 
classes with your friends and a cold 
beverage. Rider is a wet campus, 
which means if  you are of  legal age 
to drink, you’re allowed to — pro-
vided it is in moderation and in a 
dorm or at the Pub. Some students 
below the legal age drink in their 
dorms anyway, but many people, 
whether of  age or not, don’t know 
how to conduct or limit themselves, 
and that is when problems can hap-
pen. When dealing with alcohol, it 

is important to keep track of  how 
much you drink along with what you 
drink. 

Festivities may just lead to a 
simple warning or noise violation 
from a resident advisor, but one can 
end up adding to the number of  
campus alcohol violations. 

Some people think that going to 
an off-campus house to drink is the 
safer choice — off  of  Rider’s prop-
erty, out of  Public Safety’s mind. 
However, what most students don’t 
realize is that you can not only still 
get a violation from Rider off  cam-
pus, but also get in serious trouble 
with the Lawrenceville town police 
if  things get out of  hand. Although 
you are off  campus, you are still a 
Rider student who represents the 
University.

Receiving an alcohol violation 
may not seem like that big of  a 
deal — hey, it’s better than dealing 
with the actual police — yet what 
most students don’t realize is that an 
infraction such as that stays with you 
on your school record. One violation 
may not be a problem, but if  you 
keep being careless trying to get a 
job after graduation will prove to be 
much harder than anticipated.

With the leeway we have from 
being a part of  a wet campus, which 
includes a pub, we shouldn’t take 
the privilege lightly. Though the 
increase in violations was small, it 
still isn’t a good trend for Rider and 
reflects poorly upon us as students. 
To keep your safety and student 
record at Rider intact and decrease 
the number of  alcohol violations, 
it’s important to be smart about the 
decisions you make and how you 
conduct yourself  both on and off  
campus.

The weekly editorial express the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News. 
This week’s editorial was written by 
the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

WITH the presidential election right around the corner, it’s no secret that both 
candidates are doing everything in their power to get people talking — 
especially by stirring up controversy. Between Facebook, Twitter and other 
social networking sites, people are posting their opinions on the matter and 

making comments on others’ posts left and right. Some people can be harsh when 
it comes to defending their opinions and others can even go as far as threatening to 
delete their Facebook friends who post opinions that oppose their own. Yet the ques-
tion is: How far is too far?

 With this year being a presidential election year, it’s quite obvious that 
people are going to discuss what they like and what they don’t like about the can-
didates. Some people even feel the need to voice their opinions on their Facebook 
profiles. Facebook is a place to talk to friends and share what you’re doing with 
others. It’s not right to bash anyone online about anything — that includes political 
views. If  you don’t agree with them, arguing isn’t going to solve the problem. 

 According to the Yahoo article “Would You Unfriend Someone on 
Facebook Over Their Political Views?” by Jeannette Kaplun, discussions about 
political views and opinions on Facebook are great; however, the way people 
respond can become an issue. 
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The object of  education is to prepare the young to educate 
themselves throughout their lives.”

RobeRt MaynaRd HutcHins
educational pHilosopHeR

Opinion

IFcompleted my homework, finished 
studying for tomorrow’s quiz, went 
to the Student Recreation Center as 
well as the gym and cleaned my dorm 

room. What else is there to do tonight?
Many students on campus complain 

that all of  the University’s fun activities 
are held on the weekends and there is 
nothing planned during the week. We 
are forced to live the same mundane 
routine every day in hopes that every-
thing will get better by Friday night. As 
a freshman, I am a little disappointed 
with the event planning on campus. 
College is supposed to be the “best 
four years of  your life,” but presently, 
it is only work, more work and then 
boredom until I go to sleep. With all of  
the organizations, clubs and staff  on 
campus, how is there nothing planned 
during weekdays? No wonder the 
“freshman fifteen” is so prominent: all 
there is to do is eat.

The lack of  advertising for cam-
pus events is also met with frustration. 
Many times students do not hear about 
upcoming events that they would have 
been likely to go to if  they had known 
about them. All students should be 
aware of  upcoming events or sports 
games, not a select portion. The prob-
lem is easily manageable: Hang up fliers 
in every residence hall and make sure 
they’re still there every day, since certain 
people like to collect them in their 
rooms.

Where and when are the soccer 
games, tennis matches, track meets and 
other sporting events? When are the 
sorority and fraternity get-togethers?

The University should manage the 
advertising of  the campus events. As the 
main dining facility on campus, Daly’s 
would be a perfect choice in location 
to hang a calendar with the month’s 
events. Each student would be more 
informed and not miss out on opportu-
nities to be a spirited Bronc while hav-
ing fun and meeting new people.

Another resource clubs can use to 
notify the student body of  campus 
events could be text messages and 
Facebook and Twitter posts notifying 
students 24 hours prior to an event 
taking place. This would be the perfect 
system because in today’s technological 
world, what student does not have a cell 
phone, Facebook or Twitter account? 
It is also a good backup plan along 
with the Daly’s calendar in case some 
students do not eat there.

If  the problem is a lack of  ideas and 
creativity when putting events together, 
allow students to think of  events they 
would like to go to. The perfect way to 
get the student body’s opinions easily 
and efficiently would be to put a sugges-
tion box by the event calendar in Daly’s. 
The amount of  attendants will surely 
be impressive because it will be events 
that students voted for. This problem is 
easy to solve, and it should be addressed 
sooner rather than later. Our Bronc 
memories depend on it.  

-Samantha Crawford 
Freshman journalism major

Freshman Frustrations

Advertising needed 
for campus events

Letter to the Editor

Examining the effect of education
THE Rider News pub-

lished an article about 
the talk given by New 
Jersey Senate Presi-

dent Stephen M. Sweeney on Monday, Sept. 24, in the 
Mercer Room. He discussed higher education, a topic 
of  interest to the Rider community.

The article noted that Sweeney never attended 
college. The lesson for Rider students is that you can 
succeed in life and became a leading political figure, 
like a Senate President, without going to college. This 
is not the message that Rider wishes to convey. We 
must ask ourselves: What is the purpose and value of  
college, and how will higher education help us in our 
individual and national lives?

Education gives us an understanding of  the world, 
including people, science and rational thought. 
It lends us the knowledge and tools that can help 
improve our individual lives and the lives of  our fellow 
citizens. It gives us the power to think creatively and 
independently, to arrive at conclusions different from 
our leaders, teachers and friends. Education equips us 
with the realization that claims must be backed up by 
empirical and historical evidence before we can accept 

them.
As an example, let’s look at Sweeney’s comments 

as reported by The Rider News. He said that raising the 
minimum wage would raise the standard of  living for 
everyone. This implies that raising the minimum wage 
would increase my salary as a professor, something 
that is not logical. A high school graduate can make 
such a statement, but a thinking college graduate will 
not. The college student learns about revenue and 
costs, understanding that wages are a part of  costs. 
Costs need to be deduced from revenue to get profits. 
Raising labor costs will not increase profits.

Furthermore, Sweeney justified his statements 
based upon an old study from 2005. A thinking col-
lege graduate would be aware of  more recent studies 
giving both sides of  this complex issue. A high school 
student would be fixated on one thing and not make 
an effort to be aware of  new things. 

A thinking college student would not simply accept 
Sweeney’s ideas just because of  his or her political 
affiliation with the Democratic Party. The collegiate 
person would not vote in elections based upon emo-
tions or the various pitches the politicians put out. 
Instead, studious people use their knowledge and tools  

 
to examine the ideas and proposals the politicians 
make to see if  they are logically sound and have suc-
cessfully worked in other times and places.

Educated thinkers are always concerned that politi-
cal leaders can destroy a country, such as in Venezuela 
and Argentina. These countries were fundamentally 
transformed by their leaders, which resulted in good 
economies being replaced by poor, miserable, suf-
fering economies. Just as we must be aware of  bad 
outcomes from mistakes while driving, we must also be 
aware which mistakes can bring disaster when voting.

In the end, education can help us all become 
happier, more healthier and productive. It will help 
us be more aware of  dangers that can happen to us 
individually or as a nation, and guide us to avoid these 
dangers. 

-Dr. Sanford Aranoff
Associate adjunct professor of  mathematics

&QA
“I love to watch the leaves change colors, and it also brings along hoodies, Uggs, 
Halloween and Thanksgiving, which are all my favorite.” 

-CristianaVotta
Freshman journalism major

“MY favorite thing about the fall season is seeing all the mums around campus — I 
love the colors. The spooky events and pumpkin carving that Halloween brings is 
great, and autumn gives you an excuse to eat a lot of  food and candy.”

-Jessica Zimmer
Senior graphic design major

“MY favorite part of fall is the changing leaves, drinking apple cider and, of  course, the 
baseball playoffs.”

-Peter Butera
Sophomore radio/TV major

What is your favorite thing about the 
autumn season?

I believe Kaplun is right. Sharing thoughts and opinions on Facebook sparks 
good conversation; it is what it’s used for. If  you can sit on the site every day and 
read countless statuses about people complaining about the weather or how they’re 
feeling, you can handle a political status or two. More importantly, if  you don’t 
agree with someone on Facebook, you don’t always have to voice it or start an argu-
ment. There’s a simple way to handle such a status: continue scrolling and ignore 
the post. 

I believe that people feel the need to start confrontation because they feel inse-
cure about their own opinions. However, what’s the point of  an opinion if  no one 
disagrees with you? Not listening to what someone else has to say about a mat-
ter, or even completely deleting him or her from Facebook makes you look very 
close-minded. The candidates in the election have different beliefs and opinions 
on a number of  matters, but are open-minded toward the other candidates during 
debates. People listen to what the candidates’ thoughts and opinions are without an 
issue, so what makes a friend, family member or colleague any different?

“Unfriending” someone over his or her political beliefs is completely ridiculous. 
If  you think of  it in real-life terms, it would mean completely ignoring that person’s 
existence simply because you don’t want to hear what they have to say. You would 
be hurt if  someone did that to you and it’s not right to do it to someone else.

I’ll admit that it’s annoying to see constant statuses bashing Obama and Romney, 
but whether you agree with them or not, they’re easy to ignore. It’s all about how 
you conduct yourself  online, and unfriending someone is not the way to do it. 

-Danielle Gittleman
Sophomore journalism major

Political views
CONT’D FROM P. 8
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‘‘I think we just need to play a little 
bit better and grind it out.”

Head CoaCH BoB WHartenBy

Sports
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Golf

Bronc golfers driving for top six finish
By Tom Albano

THE golf  team tees up on Sunday 
and Monday during the fourth 
and final tournament: the Bing-
hamton Fall Invitational.

The Broncs have not found great 
success on the course this season, finish-
ing almost at the bottom of  the previ-
ous three tournaments. 

Head Coach Bob Whartenby 
believes that playing in different 
weather conditions has been an issue 
for the team the entire season.

“I think we just need to play a little 
bit better and grind it out a little bit 
better in bad weather,” Whartenby 
said. “It seems like we’re fair-weather 
golfers right now and unfortunately, 
golfing is not like that.”

Junior captain James Buttermark 
witnessed the team struggle on the 
course firsthand. 

“We’ve had our ups and downs this 
year,” Buttermark said. “We would 
have a couple 
good rounds 
as a team 
in a tourna-
ment and 
then a bad 
round. We 
just couldn’t 
find any 
consistency.”

Whartenby, ’04, used to play the 
Binghamton Invitational at Hiawatha 
Landing golf  course when he played for 
Rider as a student athlete. He expects 
his golfers to encounter the same chal-
lenges he faced when playing on the 
course.

“We used to play it in the [Eastern 
Collegiate Athletic Conference],” 
Whartenby said. “I expect the scores 

to be high. This course is very difficult. 
It’s long and going to be cold. It is a 

very tough 
golf  course.”

For the last 
tournament 
of  the season, 
Buttermark 
has two things 
he is working 
on specifically 

to help improve his overall skills.
 “It’s my short game and my putting, 

and that’s what’s hurt me this fall so 
far,” Buttermark said. “If  I could make 
a couple more putts here and there, I 
could be in contention in a lot more 
tournaments.  Just the consistency is 
what’s bothered me the most.”

Whartenby agreed with his team 
captain and believes that the entire 
team needs to practice their game 

around the greens.
 “Unfortunately, [short game, 

and putting] is exactly what it is,” 
Whartenby said. “Its getting the ball 
up by the green and not getting it up 
and down, or three-putting, or just not 
hitting it close. These guys have worked 
a little harder this week on putting 
versus going out there and playing, so 
hopefully the practice will pay off  this 
weekend.”

The Broncs recently placed 13th out 
of  15 teams at the Cornell Invitational, 
but Whartenby is hoping for a stron-
ger performance from his team at 
Binghamton.

 “There are 12 teams in the field, 
and I would like to be in the top six,” 
he said. “I think it will show what these 
guys can do if  their short games are a 
little better.”

Men’s Soccer

Men’s soccer snaps winless streak
By John Ahern

FINALLY, it’s over and the weight is off  their 
shoulders; the men’s soccer team ended its 
eight-game losing streak against Lafayette 
1-0 in overtime to get its first win of  the 

season.  
The Broncs (1-8) relied on their defense 

throughout the competition, ultimately winning 
the game after a penalty kick in overtime scored 
by senior defenseman 
Brandon Sebastian. 

Head Coach Charlie 
Inverso was happy to get 
the first win out of  the 
way. 

“It’s a big relief,” 
Inverso said. “I do think 
that we have been playing 
well, and they deserved this win. I was delighted 
with our defense today and [senior goalie Jason 
Giordano] came up huge when we needed him 
to step up.”

Although the Broncs were outshot 24-8, only 
six of  Lafayette’s shots were on net. The Broncs 
saw improvement while defending corner kicks, 
which is something that Inverso has been work-
ing on with his team.

“We just defended the corner kicks really 
well today, and we’ve been working so much on 
that,” Inverso said. 

He admitted that playing Lafayette was a tall 
task.

“Lafayette is one of  the hardest teams to play 
in the Northeast,” Inverso said. “They’ve beaten 
some good teams.”

Sebastian scored the game-winning goal 
from the penalty spot in the 99th minute of  
overtime. He felt nothing but confidence as he 
lined up to take the crucial shot.

“I didn’t have many nerves when I stepped 
up,” Sebastian said. “I knew where I was going 
to kick it right away. We needed a win before we 
head up to Niagara. It was such a relief  to get 
this win today before we head up [to Niagara 

and Canisius] to 
face really good 
teams.”

A key play for 
the Broncs came 
nearly three min-
utes into the game 
when Lafayette was 
awarded a penalty 

kick. Giordano was able to dive and turn the 
shot away, keeping the score tied at 0-0 early. 
Giordano finished with six saves in the shutout 
win. 

The Broncs are traveling this weekend 
to take on Canisius tonight and Niagara on 
Sunday, starting the team’s conference schedule. 
Sebastian knows that the Broncs have a tough 
roadtrip coming up.

“It’s never an easy trip to go eight hours up 
there,” Sebastian said. “As long as we keep our 
minds straight and play well like we did tonight, 
I think we have a good chance of  coming away 
with two wins this weekend.”

goals toward achieving success 
and another conference title.  
The drive of  play may have a 
simple change of  energy head-
ing into conference games. 

“I’ve been telling the girls 
that conference play is precious 
because there is no room for 
mistakes,” Hussong said. “You 
have to be on and at least have 
your spirit and intensity on the 
field.” 

Although the team doesn’t 
look to improve all aspects 
of  its game, they have gained 

confidence in each other on the 
field. 

 “We’ve come a long way 
and are playing well together,”  
senior captain Jackie Adams 
said. “I think we just need to 
go out and play our game and 
play our style of  field hockey 
in order to achieve success. We 
obviously want to win so we 
need to come out together as a 
strong unit and try and get an 
early goal.”

[playing]. If  there are any 
opportunities I might definitely 
consider it, but it just depends 
what comes up. If  I could play 
here, I would play here. The 
standard is better and it is 
much easier to play here. I play 
at home and it’s also very good. 
Its hard to decide.”

 
Contact this writer at  
pavlakd@theridernews.com

‘‘I do think that we have been playing 
well, and they deserved this win.”

Head CoaCH CHarlie inverso

Cottam
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By Steven Eggert

IT is rare to find a duo as compatible 
as Rider field hockey coaches Lori 
and Dan Hussong. The husband and 
wife team took over the program in 

2000, and have put together an impres-
sive resume.

For the past 13 years, they’ve made 
the conference playoffs each year, 
played in nine conference champion-
ships, five conference titles, led the 
NCAA in defense the last three seasons, 
and recorded a .704 winning percent-
age over that time span. 

Lori Hussong is the head coach and 
prepares players mentally and physi-
cally for every game.

“My job primarily is, [along] with 
another assistant Homero Pardi, to take 
over field concepts, get them condi-
tioned, get them skilled and give them 
strategies to make them successful,” she 
said. “I do some recruiting too.”

Her husband, Dan Hussong is the 
assistant coach, and focuses on recruit-
ing and goaltending. Lori Hussong 
credits her husband with getting great 
players, and making the Broncs one of  
the best defense in the country for the 
past three seasons.

“Dan’s the main recruiter, so he 
enjoys going out, calling kids and 
talking to them and then his most 
important job is goaltending,” she said. 
“We’ve had some great defenses in the 
last couple of  years and outstanding 
goalkeepers. I’m relying on him to keep 
the ball out of  the net for us as much as 
possible. This year’s been challenging. 
We have two freshmen goalies, but he’s 
doing a great job getting them ready for 

games and conference play.”
The Hussongs are encouraging 

on the sidelines.according to sinior 
Marlaine Schneider on their coaching 
style.

“Coach Lori and Coach Dan are 
both motivational,” Schneider said. 
“We could be up 8-0 and they still try 
and show us ways to make us even 
better.  They know exactly what to do 
and say to lift the team up.  I’ve had 
some rough patches, but they’ve always 
believed in me and it’s warming and 
touches the heart.”

One advantage of  being married 
coaches is they have their own fam-
ily. Dan Hussong feels that it provides 
a strong connection with not only the 
young players, but with their families 
when recruiting.  

“I think that some parents are at 
ease thinking, ‘They’ll watch over my 
kids,’ so I think that works, especially 
with the kids overseas,” Dan Hussong 
said. “The parents see that and they’re 
very comfortable thinking, ‘Okay, she 
might be half  a world away, but those 
people seem nice.’ They see how we 
pull family into the coaching scene, and 
they feel comfortable.”

Schneider agreed with her assistant 
coach that being married coaches is a 
positive aspect for the team.

 “Being married is probably the best 
because they know what it takes to be 
a family and they want us as a team to 
be a family like them,” Schneider said. 
“I think it’s helped them in coaching 
and a key ingredient in 13 years of  
winning.”

Another benefit of  being married 

coaches is they 
can talk a about 
the team off  the 
field because 
they work and 
live together.

“It is an 
advantage 
because other 
people at the 
end of  their 
long day, they 
hang their hat, 
and might go to 
their wife and be 
like ‘Oh, tough 
day,’” Dan 
Hussong said. 
“We can work 
on it, and come 
up with solu-
tions. We give it 
a concentrated effort.”

Lori Hussong admits they might 
think about coaching a little too much.

“Sometimes our kids at home are 
like, ‘Okay let’s not talk field hockey,’” 
she said. “But its always on our minds, 
how can we make this team better? 
How can we get betterYou want to do 
the best jobs you can because it’s for the 
kids in our program, and I want them 
leaving here fulfilled not just as an ath-
lete, but as a person.  [I want to] give 
them the best experience possible.”

They have two sons, Michael and 
Tommy, and a daughter Colby. They’ve 
coached Michael and Tommy in bas-
ketball and Colby in field hockey since 
they were young kids. 

 Though they spend a lot of  time 

with the field hockey team, family 
always comes first.

“We try to be parents first because 
it’s difficult,” Lori Hussong said. “They 
feel the pressure to excel at everything 
that they do because of  us, and we try 
to keep it as mom and dad first and 
coach second.” 

Dan Hussong enjoys sharing his love 
of  coaching and sports with his wife.

“I think that you always like to 
share the best things in life with your 
partner,” he said. “Our favorite thing 
we share is athletics. We do this job 
because we love coaching. Grooming a 
group to success is satisfying, so it’s nice 
to do it together.” 
Contact this writer at eggerts@theridernews.com
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For more information on registration
call 609-896-7760

or e-mail bdworkin@rider.edu

REGISTER TOVOTE

Yes, you can REGISTER at your campus address, 
EVEN if you were previously registered at home. 
(go to www.rider.edu/vote for registration forms)

If you remain registered at home, now’s the time 
to request an ABSENTEE BALLOT.
(go to www.rider.edu/vote for absentee ballot request)

Vote “YES” on Question 1, the 
HIGHER EDUCATION BOND ACT, 
and protect your future and Rider’s.

When Rider otes, Rider Wins

DEADLINE OCTOBER 16

Make YOUR voice heard...
the deadline to REGISTER to vote is October 16

When Rider otes, Rider Wins

Married field hockey coaches make a winning team  

Lori and Dan Hussong coached the Broncs to a record of 7-4 this season.
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By David Pavlak

SENIOR Abi Cottam took the MAAC 
conference by storm last year with 
an offensive season that will be 
tough for other opponents and 

teammates to ever duplicate. Now in her 
final year of  collegiate soccer, Cottam is 
trying to find a way to make that magic 
reappear for the women’s soccer team as 
they dive into the heart of  their confer-
ence schedule.

 Cottam finished the 2011-12 season 
near the top of  many NCAA offensive 
statistics: sixth in points per game, 
eighth in assists per game, 14th in goals 
per game, 17th in total assists, 19th in 
total points and 28th in total goals.

Now that Cottam’s MAAC oppo-
nents have figured out how skilled she is 
offensively, they have begun to double-
team her in order to slow her down, 
resulting in a different-paced game for 
the Leominster, England striker.

“We’ve lost a few players from [last 
season] and we’re just adjusting to con-
ference play, which obviously is a big 
change as well,” Cottam said. 

Always a top performer on the field 
for the Broncs, Cottam has been able 
to continue to find consistency with her 
teammates even with the turnover of  
seniors leaving and freshmen coming 
in.

“We have a lot of  experience on our 
team, not just in the seniors, but those 
in their younger years are experienced 
[as well],” Cottam said. “The freshmen 
coming in fit in very well with our team 
and everybody is at a very high level so 
when you replace one player, the other 
is just as good. It’s not as if  you are 
stepping down.”

Even with the increased attention 
from her opponents, Cottam feels her 
duty on the team has changed slightly 
on the field.

“My role is different this year,” 
Cottam said. “Last year we finished 
eighth, but I scored 14 goals. Personally, 

I’d sacrifice every one of  those goals to 
finish first. This year I see myself  more 
as supporting the team rather than 
being the one person who scores a lot 
of  goals. When I play now, I focus on 
trying to make it more of  a team effort 
up top.”

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome 
appreciates the effort and skills put 
forth by one of  his strongest players.

“It is incredibly tough when a team 
has you marked out for special atten-
tion and at times [it] can be very hard 
to play,” Hounsome said. “Her role 
hasn’t changed, but it has become 
more difficult for her to capitalize on 
her strengths with multiple defenders 
covering her. Abi is a great athlete who 
attacks at pace. Those players on our 
team who are dynamic naturally stand 
out and therefore attract attention from 
the other team.”

As a captain, Cottam takes a hands-
on approach with her leadership by 
showing how things should be done 
rather than explaining.

“As a player, I lead by example,” 
Cottam said. “I don’t shout very much, 
I’m not always the most positive person 
ever, but I work very hard and I hope 
that sets a good example. The fresh-
men that came in work very hard and 
are very easy to talk to and get on your 
side. Everyone in our year are all lead-
ers, so it is much easier that way.”

Seniors Kate Stevens, Demi Mello 
and Meghan Mohr were also named 
captains alongside Cottam.

“Leadership is an evolving pro-
cess and it is very rare to find all the 
attributes of  a good captain in a single 
person, so we have a balanced group 
of  seniors who all bring the necessary 
leadership to the team,” Hounsome 
said. “Abi is part of  that group of  play-
ers and one of  the key aspects that she 
brings to the table is her nonstop effort 
on the field in practice and in games.”

In addition to on the soccer field, 

Cottam has also excelled in the class-
room. A psychology major, she was 
named to the First Team CoSIDA 
Capital One Academic All-America® 
and the NSCAA Women’s University 
Scholar All-East Team last season. 
Cottam is also a senior CLASS award 
candidate, which is national award 
given to a senior student-athlete who 
excels in the community, the classroom, 
in character and in competition.

“It’s good that I can manage my 
time to succeed in both [athletics and 
academics],” Cottam said. 

No matter what the task is that lies 
in front of  Cottam, she tries to take 
everything head-on in order to prove 
she can do whatever is placed in front 

of  her.
“I look ahead and I look at the 

next challenge,” Cottam said. “I ask 
people and those around me what I can 
improve to make myself  better and I 
just work hard.”

With her final year of  soccer at 
Rider over in a few months, Cottam is 
undecided upon her future plans, but 
hasn’t ruled out trying to continue to 
play soccer.

“I don’t really know,” Cottam 
said. “I might go home, I might stay 
in America and go to law school. It’s 
kind of  up 
in the air. 
I’ve thought 
about 
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Cottam searches for senior year success

Field Hockey

Rider loses on road trip to Columbia
By Cristiana Votta

COMING off  a win 
against Lehigh, 
the Rider field 
hockey team was 

unable to continue its 
recent success when they 
dropped a 3-2 decision to 
Columbia.

“We knew going into 
the game it would be an 
even match,” said Head 
Coach Lori Hussong. 
“Columbia is pretty 
much identical to us. We 
did not execute as well 
as we should have and 
that was the difference in 
the game.”

Upon completing 
their non-conference 
schedule, Rider’s field 
hockey team (7-4) looks 
to learn from its mistakes 

and prosper throughout 
the beginning of  confer-
ence play.

“Anytime you lose, 
you hope you learn from 
the situation,” Hussong 
said. “I told the girls that 
they have to hate losing 
more than they love win-
ning.  It should be such 
a bad taste in your mind 
and your heart that you 
don’t want to ever feel.  
We need to approach 
every game like that and 
turn things around head-
ing into conference.” 

Going into confer-
ence play, the Broncs 
realize that they must 
keep bringing their best 
game every time they 
step on the field.

“We know that any 
team can knock us off  

and that we have to be 
ready,” Hussong said. 
“I’m hoping that we 
maintain the intensity 
that we did in the last 
game.” 

Looking ahead to 
Sunday’s game against 
Robert Morris, the 
women had a similar 
game mentality.

“Honestly, I don’t 
really know how [Robert 
Morris] is going to 
be,” said junior Sandra 
Penas. “I know we’ve 
beaten them in the past 
but it’s not going to be 
easy. This year we need 
to play well in every 
game in order to win. 
We have to work hard 
every single minute 
we’re out there.”

Though Robert 

Morris has lost its last six 
games, they still have a 
tough team.

“They are a much 
stronger team this year,” 
Hussong said. “The fact 
that they have many 
foreign players on the 
field, some coming from 
Europe, creates a whole 
new dynamic for the 
team. I think they will be 
a little bit tougher than 
they have been in the 
past.”

Although Sunday’s 
game against Robert 
Morris will be just the 
first Northeast con-
ference game for the 
Broncs, the girls have set 

Senior Abi Cottam has been an intricate part of the Broncs offense throughout her four years.

Sophomore Eefje Kok has two goals in 13 games for the Broncs.
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