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By Nicole Veenstra

LILY Mae Harrington, a 19-year-
old from Cape Cod, Mass., 
began her freshman year of  
college like any other stu-

dent. Almost six hours from home, 
Harrington was anxious and 
excited to jump into her first year at 
Westminster Choir College (WCC), 
where she planned to study classical 
voice in the fall of  2011.

Fast forward to Christmastime of  
that semester, however, and you’d 
find Harrington at her Cape Cod 
home, in front of  the computer, 
speechless after being offered a 
coveted spot on season two of  “The 
Glee Project.”

“I couldn’t believe it,” Harrington 
said. “There’s a video of  me when I 
find out. I don’t really react. It didn’t 
really sink in. My mom had a bigger 
reaction than me.”

“The Glee Project” airs on 
Oxygen and follows 14 young people 
competing for a spot on Fox’s “Glee,” 
a musical comedy-drama television 

show about high school students in a 
glee club.

Once filming began, a typical day 
for Harrington involved waking up 
and eating breakfast, then having 
cameras following her and her com-
petitors for the next 12 to18 hours. 
The strict schedule involved a “home-
work assignment” — the contestants 
were given a song to practice and 
perform in front of  an actor already 
on “Glee.”

After the assignment, they learned 
another song, recorded each part of  
the song in the studio, taped a music 
video for the song and found out who 
was in the bottom three. Each person 
in danger fought for a second chance 
by singing their hearts out in front 
of  a panel of  judges, including Ryan 
Murphy, the creator of  “Glee.”

Harrington was eliminated in 
week 10 during a double elimination, 
placing her 
in forth or 
fifth.

She 

By Dan Perez

NEW Jersey Senate President 
Stephen M. Sweeney (D-West 
Deptford) described his plans for 
a $750 million bond initiative 

to fund higher education and raise the 
state’s minimum wage in front of  an 
audience of  students, faculty and com-
munity members in the Mercer Room 
on Monday night.

One of  the main points Sweeney 
addressed was the work he has done to 
improve funding for higher education.

“We haven’t made an investment 
in higher education since 1988 and 
the state is in trouble,” Sweeney said. 
“We’re not showing commitment to 
industries that are moving to New 
Jersey from states like Massachusetts. 
When these industries that need 
college-educated workers are going to 
other places because of  those states’ 
universities, it’s because they’re mak-
ing investments to say, ‘We want those 
jobs.’”

The Higher Education Bond 
Initiative, led by Sweeney, was 
approved by the Senate Budget 
and Appropriations Committee in 
June. The referendum, which sup-
ports financing building projects and 

improvements throughout New Jersey’s 
higher education institutions, is set 
to be included on November’s voting 
ballot.

“Sen. Sweeney has taken initiative 
in supporting a piece of  legislation 
that allows millions of  dollars to go 
toward the future of  our state’s youth,” 
President Mordechai Rozanski said. 
“For the first time in a quarter of  a 
century it will allow us to build up our 
academic enterprises. I hope everybody 
will support the referendum.”

Sweeney touched on his view of  
partisanship during the event.

“We have a problem in this coun-
try right now because so many people 
are in one of  two corners on issues,” 
he said. “I’m a moderate democrat 
and a fiscal conservative. When Gov. 
Christie got elected was when I became 
a Senate president. I sat down with him 
and explained that we have too many 
problems in the state and need to work 
together to fix them.”

Sweeney also spoke about raising the 
state’s minimum wage.

“I sponsored the last minimum wage 
increase in 
2005 and 
want to put 

Sweeney talks political hot topics, path to N.J. Senate
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Lily Mae Harrington was in the second semester of her freshman year at WCC when she was cast in “The Glee 
Project.” Harrington, who now lives in Los Angeles, left the competition in week 10 during a double elimination.

New Jersey Senate President Stephen M. Sweeney talked about his stances on issues such as higher 
education funding, minimum wage and same-sex marriage on Monday night in the Mercer Room.➠ SEE SWEENEY

PAGE 3

➠ SEE GLEE
PAGE 5

Gleek Snags Break 
On Reality Show
Former WCC student competed to land 
a role on the TV comedy-musical ‘Glee’ 
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Friday, Sept. 28

Bowling tournament
4 p.m., Colonial Bowling 
Sign up at the SRC ticket booth.

Saturday, Sept. 29

Lakoda Rayne performance
8 p.m., The Pub

Monday, Oct. 1

J. Cole concert tickets on sale
11 a.m., SRC ticket booth

Legends of Pride
9:30 p.m., BLC Theater

Wednesday, Oct. 3

An Evening with the Hon. Christine Todd 
Whitman
6 p.m. reception, 7 p.m. presentation, Mercer Room

Thursday, Oct. 4

Meet the Greeks
7 p.m., Cavalla Room

Saturday, October 20

Westminter Symphonic Choir perfor-
mance with the Philadelphia Orchestra
8 p.m., the Kimmel Center

C O M I N G  U P. . .

T H E  R I D E R  N E W S
General Meetings
Mondays at 5:30 p.m.

Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
P 609 896 5256
F 609 895 5696

N E W S  B R I E F S

THE fourth floor of Poyda Hall 
is now the home for students 
in the Bonner Community 
Scholars Program. The purpose 

of the new living arrangements is so 
“these students can connect with 
others that hold the same passion 
and to present more chances to 
communicate about issues such as 
social injustice and to create a lasting 
change,” according to Annie Pasqua, 
assistant director of Campus Life for 
Service Learning. This is the first year 
that the Bonner students are living 
on the same floor in one residence 
hall. 

facebook.com/theridernews

@theridernews

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

Students finally got a taste of the long-awaited Subway, located in the newly added Andrew J’s convenience store, during the dining facility’s 
staff training held on Thursday.  This was the first time the sandwich shop was open for students to order their favorite subs and cookies.

C L A R I F I C A T I O N
In last week’s issue, the article, “Concert Controversy: 
J. Cole named Rider’s fall concert performer; students 
respond with mixed emotions,” said that according 
to a survey conducted by the Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC) last spring the genre rap was ranked 
sixth most popular by the 621 Rider students who 
responded. The caption for this story said that hip-
hop was voted the top genre in the survey. Actually, 
the survey listed hip-hop/rap as one category, which 
came in third. 

The correct survey results released this week by Dave 
Keenan, campus life director, are as follows:

1. Pop - 24.2 percent
2. Rock - 21.9 percent
3. Hip-Hop/Rap - 18.9 percent
4. Alternative - 10.9 percent
5. Other - 9.6 percent
6. Country - 7.6 percent
7. R&B - 6.8 percent

The SEC notes that when R&B is combined with hip-
hop/rap, the genres rank first with 25.7 percent.

S E C U R I T Y  B R I E F S
Missing garments

A student in Olson Hall might 
have to go shopping to replenish his 
wardrobe after his clothes went miss-
ing from the residence hall’s laundry 
room. 

On Friday, Sept. 21, at about 5:30 
p.m., Public Safety arrived at Olson 
to meet with a male resident student 
who said he was a victim of a theft. 
The student explained that at 4 
p.m., on Thursday, Sept. 20, he put 
his clothes into one of the washing 
machines in the laundry room.  On 
Friday, he checked the washer at 5 
a.m., to find that his clothes were 
missing. 

Public Safety searched the area 
and was unable to locate the miss-
ing articles of clothing, which were 
valued at about $200. If anyone has 
additional information regarding this 
incident, please contact Public Safety 
at x5029.

Suspicious smell
On Friday, Sept. 21, at 2:42 a.m., 

Public Safety became aware of a 
smell that resembled marijuana 
while on patrol in the residential 
quad. The officers narrowed the smell 
down to Gee Hall and were able to 
pinpoint a room. 

Meanwhile, an officer outside of 
Gee noticed a female vomiting out of 
the window of the suspected room. 
The officers inside knocked on the 
door of the room and asked the male 
student who opened the door what 
was wrong with the female. The stu-
dent said that she wasn’t feeling well 
after drinking. The officers assessed 
the female visitor and deemed her 
coherent. 

Public Safety officers then 
informed the students that they 
smelled what they believed to be 
marijuana coming from the room. 
Public Safety received permission to 
search the room and no suspected 
narcotics or drug paraphernalia were 
found.

We are never, ever, ever 
getting back together

The news of an ending relation-
ship might be too much for one on-
campus male resident to handle. 

On Thursday, Sept. 20, at 3:50 
p.m., Public Safety arrived at Poyda 
Hall after receiving a call about a 
potential harassment. The officers 
met with the female student victim 
who said the guy she had been dat-
ing for a year had been harassing 
her through phone calls and text 
messages after she tried to break up 
with him. She said she has tried to 
breakup with him many times, but 
this time he had been following her 
around campus earlier that day and 
even into her dorm room, refusing to 
leave after she asked him to multiple 
times. The victim said that when 
this argument escalated, a female 
Resident Advisor had to knock on the 
door and intervene. 

When Public Safety arrived at 
Poyda, the male had left. The matter 
has been referred to the Office of 
Community Standards.

SEC
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Sweeney
CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

it on my ballot again this year,” he said. “It raises the 
standard of  living for everyone in the state. Every one 
of  those people will spend it in New Jersey. A higher 
minimum wage raises the bar for everyone.”

Senior Jonathan Josephs asked the Senate president 
to look at the opposite side of  raising the minimum 
wage during the question and answer part of  the 
event.

“I wanted to look at the other side where business 
owners might look at the increase and employ less 
people to offset costs,” Josephs said.

The Senate president cited a study conducted in 
Kansas shortly after Pennsylvania raised its minimum 
wage.

“When Pennsylvania did it in 2005 a study came 
out that said states with higher minimum wages have 
more productive workers,” Sweeney responded. “The 
money would be spent throughout the state. That 
extra dollar you’re giving someone isn’t going to be 
put in the bank — it will be spent in New Jersey.”

Robert Polakowski, of  Lawrence Township, asked 
Sweeney if  his journey in politics would end after his 
Senate presidency.

“I’ve never planned anything in life,” Sweeney said. 
“I never planned on being a senator. Sometimes if  you 
do the right things and do what you believe in you will 
end up in good places. Who knows where life will take 
me next?”

Sweeney also discussed his support of  same-sex 
marriage in the state.

“It’s a matter of  civil rights,” he said. “I’ve heard 
person after person say they support civil unions, but 
they don’t support same-sex marriage. What’s the 
difference? Government doesn’t need to get into the 
bedrooms of  people’s homes and shouldn’t tell people 
who they can love and who they can’t.”

Sweeney, who didn’t attend college, graduated 
from Pennsauken High School before becoming the 
general organizer for the International Association of  
Ironworkers. He has served as a senator since 2002, 

Senate majority leader from 2008-2010 and Senate 
president since 2010.

The event, sponsored by the Rebovich Institute for 
New Jersey Politics, marked Sweeney’s first appear-
ance at Rider.

Bringing politicians like Sweeney to Rider is impor-
tant because it allows students to observe a high-rank-
ing official in New Jersey politics face-to-face, said Ben 
Dworkin, director of  the Rebovich Institute.

“The Senate president is involved in all parts of  
New Jersey government,” Dworkin said.“Sweeney is 
the most important official in the state behind Gov. 
Christie. We were glad to bring him to speak at Rider 
beceause it’s a good fit for the school. The bond initia-
tive he supports is a positive thing for educational 
institutions like Rider.”

The guest next sponsored by The Rebovich 
Institute is Christine Todd Whitman, former governor 
of  New Jersey, on Oct. 3 at 7 p.m.

Public Safety director gains presidential status
By Katie Zeck

AS you walk up the wooden stairs 
that lead to the second floor of  
West House, Public Safety’s new-
est location, and into the office 

with the word “Director” on the door, 
expect to be welcomed with a warm, 
“Hey, how are ya?”a big smile and the 
offering of  whatever food is available in 
the office at that time.

Vickie Weaver, director of  Public 
Safety, and the woman who resides in 
this office has recently been appointed 
president-elect of  the International 
Association of  Campus Law 
Enforcement Administrators (IACLEA), 
the leading authority for campus public 
safety.

“[IACLEA] is a very genuine, dedi-
cated organization,” Weaver said. “The 
organization consists largely of  campus 
police, chief  public safety directors and 
others involved in campus public safety. 
It is a very committed, genuine and 
approachable group of  people. They 
are a group of  people that I’m very 
proud of, working in a profession I’m 
also very proud of.”

Weaver will be instated as IACLEA’s 
new president at its annual confer-
ence, which this year will be held in 
Louisville, Ky. in June 2013. As the 
future president of  the international 
organization, Weaver’s responsibilities 
will include looking at the challenges 
college campus securities face on a 
global scale.

“We need to recognize that what 
happens on one campus affects us 
all,” Weaver said. “We’re a collabora-
tive organization. We work with law 
enforcement agencies, federal agen-
cies such as the FBI and other higher 
education organizations all working 
toward the common goal of  keeping 
our campuses safe.”

According to the organization’s web-
site, IACLEA’s mission is to “advance 
public safety for educational institutions 
by providing educational resources, 
advocacy and professional development 
services.”

The organization began when 11 
college and university security directors 
met at Arizona State University in 1958 
to discuss job challenges and mutual 
problems and to establish a forum for 

information shared by campus public 
safety directors across the country. 

“The IACLEA membership now 
represents more than 1,200 colleges 
and universities in 20 countries,” said 
the organization’s website. IACLEA 
also has 2,000 individual memberships 
held by campus law enforcement staff, 
criminal justice faculty members and 
municipal chiefs of police. 

A member of the organization since 
1995, Weaver was approached by 
a colleague in 2005 to run for Mid-
Atlantic Regional Director. She has 
held that position for six years. 

When asked to consider running for 
president, Weaver admits to giving it 
much thought. 

“After speaking with my staff  and 
receiving support of  senior adminis-
tration such as Debbie Stasolla and 
President Rozanski, I agreed to run for 
the position,” she said.

Weaver’s second-in-command, 
Captain Jim Flatley, said that the direc-
tor’s recent appointment also sheds a 
good light on Rider’s Public Safety as a 
whole.

“I know Director Weaver has been 
actively involved with IACLEA for a 
number of  years and her energy and 
knowledge will serve IACLEA well,” 
Flatley said. “I think the election of  
Director Weaver speaks volumes of  her 
dedication to the profession of  Public 
Safety on college campuses. As for 
the Public Safety Department, it is an 
honor for us and the University that 
Director Weaver was elected. Director 
Weaver has, for years, sought ways 
for the Public Safety Department to 
provide the best possible service to our 
community. I, along with all members 
of  the department, are proud of  her 
election and wish her all the best as 
president of  IACLEA.”

Weaver did not begin her educa-
tion in the field of  law enforcement, as 
would be expected, but in art educa-
tion with a concentration in sculpture 
at Methodist University in Fayetteville, 
N.C. 

“It was around the time that I 
graduated that schools also began 
laying off  the music, physical educa-
tion and art teachers, so I didn’t have a 
job,” Weaver said. “I started substitute 

teaching for a while, which included 
teaching my brother and sisters. I don’t 
think they found that as amusing as I 
did, but after a few months I knew I 
had to find more permanent work to 
pay back my loans. My father was in 
the military as a career Air Force and 
my mom was also in the Air Force. 
Growing up, I was always traveling and 
was used to the military lifestyle. So I 
thought, ‘Why not?’”

Weaver ended up joining the army 
and, following in the similar footsteps 
of  her father, chose a career path in the 
military police. She was able to pay off  
her loans and was on active duty with 
the military police for six years.

It was on her last tour at Fort Dix 
in 1986, that Weaver began to rethink 
where she should take her career next.

“I knew I wanted to stay in the 
military, but didn’t want to be traveling 
like I was,” she said. “So I transferred 
to U.S. Army Reserves. It was then that 
I saw an ad in the paper for an opening 
at Rider College looking for a senior 
officer. I figured it would hold me over 
until I get into a police department.”

Weaver was offered the job and 

said that in just a short amount of  
time, she “fell in love with faculty, staff, 
students and the college’s embracing 
environment.”

“Overtime while working at Rider, 
I’ve been able to fulfill my two loves: 
teaching and law enforcement,” she 
said.

Weaver would later graduate with 
her master’s in Human Services 
Administration from Rider in 1991.

In regard to IACLEA, Weaver said 
she loves the strong collaborative nature 
of  the organization. 

“It’s a very close-knit community 
even though we have members from all 
over the world,” she said. “We actively 
participate in forums and profes-
sional development for our staff  [at 
IACLEA]. It is important for us to stay 
in tune and be proactive wherever we 
can and notice emerging trends, share 
best practices and communicate so our 
members are as prepared as they can 
be.”

Contact this writer at zeckk@theridernews.edu

Anne Galvin, right, the current president of International Association of Campus Law Enforcement 
Administrators (IACLEA), poses with Rider’s  Director of Public Safety Vickie Weaver at IACLEA’s 2012 
conference where Weaver was named president-elect. Weaver has been a part of IACLEA since 1995.
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News

By Samantha Rivera 

GOING green at Rider University 
no longer refers to just recycling. 
It has taken on a new meaning: 
taking the green out of  Centen-

nial Lake. 
Facilities is using ultrasonic waves 

from a program called Sonic Solutions 
in the lake to get rid of  the algae. The 
ultrasonic waves are not only economi-
cally friendlier for the University, but 
are more environmentally safe, espe-
cially for the different types of  fish that 
live in the lake, according to the Sonic 
Solutions official website.  

“They used to bring a barge in 
before the start of  every school year 
to get rid of  the algae,” said Melissa 
Greenberg, sustainability coordination 
manager. “It was very costly and left a 
carbon footprint, which is never a good 
thing.” 

Sonic Solutions, on the other hand, 
works 24-hours a day and reaches algae 
eight acres across.  It doesn’t require 
any maintenance, so facility workers 
will not have to sacrifice more time or 
energy.  Sonic Solutions also uses less 
than 10 watts of  power, so it does not 
run on a high level of  electricity, also 
stated on the website.

According to Lawrence Toth, 
manager of  the grounds, there are 

other ways to extract algae including 
using chemicals, but that was not the 
preferred method.  If  too much algae 
builds up, it will decrease the amount 
of  oxygen in the water and make it 
more difficult for fish to survive. 

“I think the option of  using ultra-
sonic waves to clean Centennial Lake is 
amazing,” said Emily Mazzio, co-host 
of  Rider’s radio show “Sustainable 
You.” “It just as effectively kills algae 
as a barge would except it is so much 
better for the environment. I expect 
nothing less from Rider — they have 
such high standards when it comes 
to lightening the University’s carbon 
footprint.”

The ultrasonic waves being used 
in the lake transmit a varying degree 
of  high frequencies. This method of  
extracting algae does not affect the fish 
or the other plant life in the water; it 
just kills the algae.  If  too much algae 
does accumulate in the lake, it can 
cause discoloration in the water, most 
commonly green, but can develop 
yellow-brown or reddish discoloration.  

“I think it’s a good and harmless 
way to control algae,” said Dr. Laura 
Hyatt, the assistant dean for sciences.   

This method of  extracting algae is 
not only economically beneficial, but 
helps the aquatic life that resides in 

the lake since the algae can have toxic 
effects on fish. 

This consideration is not just a way 
of  “going green.” It shows the careful 
observations and dedication that Rider 
has not only for the small and scaly 
members of  the University, but for 
its students as well. This is something 
Mazzio feels Rider excels at doing. 

“Using Sonic Solution’s ultrasonic 
waves is just another notch on Rider’s 
sustainability belt,” Mazzio said. 
“I think this is a great and environ-
mentally friendly way, to clean up 
Centennial Lake, and I am proud to 
say that I am a student who is enrolled 
in such an environmentally conscious 
university such as Rider.”

Centennial Lake receives eco-friendly clean

Facilities is now using Sonic Solutions, a machine that produces ultrasonic waves, to kill the algae that crowds 
Centennial Lake. This new technology safely removes the algae without harming any other aquatic life.
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SEC to provide broader variety of events 
By Lauren Santye

THE Student Entertainment Council (SEC) wants 
students to make memories during their time at 
Rider and this year, they are providing multiple 
opportunities to do so.    

So far, the SEC has had off-campus activities such 
as a parasailing trip, which took place in Ocean City, 
N.J. and an on-campus dance party that transformed 
the Cavalla Room into a late-night dance spot.

 “I’m still getting emails about what a great time 
students had and how enthusiastic they were about the 
parasailing trip,” said Pauline Kothare, the off-campus 
events chair of  SEC.

Lorelei Colbert, the Student Government 
Association (SGA) president who also works with the 
Office of  Campus Life, was one of  the 32 students 
who went parasailing and felt “the trip was a perfect 
day away from campus.”

“It was a beautiful day to be sailing along the 
shore and some of  our students even got to jet ski,” 
Colbert said. “It’s even nicer to know that the trip was 
sponsored by the SEC. Those creative student leaders 
definitely did their job and made a day to remember.”

The I Love College Back to School Dance Party, 

which took place Sept. 7 and featured DJ Toro from 
92.3 NOW radio station, was another success with a 
better-than-expected turnout of  about 1,075 students, 
according to Kothare. 

“That dance party was the way for the SEC to 
show ‘Hey, we’re going be fun this year’– which 
started the snowball effect of  attendance at the events, 
and so far it has been either really high or sold out,” 
Kothare said. “This is something we’re really proud 
of, and the whole intention of  the dance party was to 
come out with a bang.”

Another recent event was ventriloquist John Pizzi, 
as seen on America’s Got Talent, who performed to 
an estimated 400 students, which the SEC still found 
to be a big success.  

“The ventriloquist was very funny and completely 
catered to the students, which helped make for a fun 
night,” Kothare said. 

Some of  these major changes in the events and the 
way SEC is doing things is because of  a retreat over 
the summer where the board met. Everyone contrib-
uted really big, extravagant ideas and were all on the 
same page, according to Kothare.

“The retreat really set the tone for how we were 

going to go into this year, and what we were going to 
plan,” Kothare said. “We’re going to be really cre-
ative, think of  different ideas that might not have been 
done before and really communicate with the students 
more by using Facebook.” 

Some upcoming events for students to look forward 
to are the Legends of  Pride, which will feature Lady 
Gaga, Madonna and Elton John impersonators and 
the fall concert, with J Cole and Miguel performing 
on Oct. 18.

Other potential events the SEC is thinking of  
planning are a possible zombie paintball day and a 
Medieval Times trip, but none of  these events have 
officially been discussed.  

Kothare explained the importance of  having 
a close connection with the student body in order 
for the SEC to create events that cater to students’ 
preferences.

“We hope to bridge the gap between the SEC and 
students to make it an open communication,” she 
said. “It’s important that we serve them because we do 
things for the students and they should feel like they 
can communicate with us always.” 
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Word Bank
Apples
Autumn
Boots
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Pumpkin
Scarecrow
Scarves
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described her 10-week stay in the house as a personal 
exploration.

“When you’re living with 13 other people, you’re 
not going to get away with how you normally act,” she 
said. “You can’t be crabby when you wake up or not 
want to talk to someone.”

Throughout the 11 weeks of  competition, the 
contestants exhausted themselves with long hours and 
difficult routines, something Harrington says she now 
finds herself  missing.

“I’m so bored now,” she said. “Being on that 
schedule was crazy, but it also felt great. It felt like we 
were accomplishing something we wanted to do [for 
the rest of  our lives], and not a lot of  19-year-olds can 
say that.”

Even though Harrington and the other “Glee” 
hopefuls spent numerous hours learning from and 
performing for respected professionals in the TV and 
music industries, she said her biggest lesson came from 
another contestant.

In the second week of  the competition, Dani Shay 
was eliminated. While Shay was saying her goodbyes, 
she told Harrington to “listen more, speak less,” a 
phrase that resounded in Harrington’s mind through-
out the rest of  her stay.

“Every time I had an obstacle in my way, I thought 
about it,” she said. “Thinking about what you’re going 
to say before you say it is something I had to realize.”

Although the last year of  Harrington’s life has been 
a whirlwind of  opportunity and experiences most can 
only wish for, she is not an overnight success story.

“I come from a really musical family,” she said. 
“Everyone plays an instrument so I’ve just always been 
surrounded by music.”

Her musical career began in middle school and 

continued throughout all of  high school, which is 
where she met John Murrell, her teacher for more 
than two years and the man who sparked her interest 
in attending WCC.

Lindsey Christiansen, a professor of  voice at 
WCC, first heard of  the Cape Cod native during 
Harrington’s senior year of  high school.

“John Murrell has sent several wonderful students 
to Westminster,” Christiansen said. “Lily was one of  
those students. [She] is not only a great voice, but also 
a great presence. She lights up a room, but is also very 
supportive of  her peers. She’s modest and confident, 
which is extremely important.”

Christiansen, who is in her 36th year of  teaching 
at WCC, said Harrington came as a classical voice 
major, though it was obvious early on that she missed 
the musical theater world, which Harrington admits is 
true.

“I always knew I wanted to cross over into both 
[music theater and classical voice],” she said. “I chose 
to study classical voice because then I knew I could 
still learn about musical theater.”

She felt a piece of  her was missing because she 
wasn’t performing in any college plays, which is partly 
why she applied for a spot on “The Glee Project.”

“My mom was always really interested in me 
applying, but at first I wasn’t into it,” Harrington said. 
“Finally one day I was at Westminster and thought, 
‘What the hell, I’m just going to give it a shot.’”

As the saying goes, the rest is history.
Currently, Harrington is living in an apartment in 

Los Angeles with another former “Glee Project” con-
testant, Aylin Bayramoglu. She is focusing on breaking 
into the world of  television and film, while also spend-
ing time with those she met on the show.

“On the show they didn’t show how much we 
hung out and how much we all loved each other,” 
Harrington said. “We still see each other all the time.”

Harrington is taking advantage of  the opportuni-
ties coming her way, while dreaming of  the day when 
her name is up in lights on the world’s most musical 
street.

“I will be on Broadway before I die,” she said. “It 
will happen.”

Harrington said she is eternally grateful for the 
time she spent at WCC, even though it was cut short.

“I miss choir so much,” she said. “My love for 
Westminster will never die. The friends I made in 
those six months will be my friends forever.”

Dr. Amanda Quist, an assistant professor of  con-
ducting, said the feeling is mutual.

“I met Lily at the beginning of  last year when 
she started as a freshman,” Quist said. “She was my 
student in the chapel choir. I think Lily is an incredible 
talent. She is capable of  singing in a variety of  styles, 
and with great skill.”

Despite the distance between Harrington and her 
friends at WCC — she now lives nearly 3,000 miles 
away — she credits music as the reason those relation-
ships remain strong.

“I have bonds with the people from Westminster 
and the people from ‘The Glee Project’ that are differ-
ent than anyone else,” Harrington said. “Music brings 
everyone together. Some of  the closest bonds I have 
were made because of  music.”

Contact this writer at veenstran@theridernews.com

Glee
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By Megan Witos

WALLS are ripped away, wires are exposed and 
dust litters the floors that have hosted iconic 
moments in time like the first two fights 
between Muhammad Ali and Joe Frazier and 

John Lennon’s final concert appearance.
Madison Square Garden (MSG), the self-pro-

claimed “World’s Most Famous Arena” is undergoing 
a transformation.  More than just the arena is being 
changed this season, however, 
as senior radio and TV major 
Raymond Strazdas has become 
the newest events and presenta-
tion production co-op for MSG 
Entertainment.

Strazdas’ personal transfor-
mation has brought him from 
making films in his backyard 
to the Jumbotron in MSG in 
just a few short years. His love 
for World Wrestling Entertainment and penchant for 
homemade YouTube videos quickly became a pas-
sion that he pursued further at Rider.  Strazdas knew 
his future belonged in sports entertainment, and the 
Communication Department provided him with guid-
ance and opportunities to help him along the path 
that eventually led to “the Garden.”

Dr. Aaron Moore, assistant professor of  communi-
cation who aids in the internship and co-op process, 
stresses the importance of  these extracurriculars for 
students who want to pursue careers in entertainment.

“It’s the business,” Moore said. “You will find no 
opportunities if  you don’t have relevant experience.”

In his youth, Strazdas taught himself  to film and 
edit while recording homemade wrestling videos in his 
backyard. Today he is gaining valuable experience for 
sports, concerts and live events by creating in-arena 
and on-air content, which will be broadcast to thou-
sands live at MSG as well as to those viewing from 
home. Strazdas is grateful for the opportunity.

“It’s really awesome,” he said. “I couldn’t have 

asked for a better thing to do. Knowing the stuff  I 
make is going to be seen by thousands at every event is 
unbelievable.”   

Strazdas has the opportunity to see the crowd’s 
reaction to his work firsthand. He films live events and 
hangs out backstage to prepare for new projects.

Within his first full week at MSG, Strazdas has 
already completed and presented his first project, a 
college wrestling advertisement which will be shown 

on television and inside the 
Prudential Center during 
renovations at MSG. These 
sorts of  projects are what he 
looks forward to the most, 
since wrestling events remain 
among his favorite types of  
entertainment. 

According to Moore, 
Strazdas will be getting some-
thing more valuable out of  his 

experience than just the joy of  sharing his work with 
the world and doing something he loves. 

“He’ll get the chance to say to future employers, 
‘I’ve already done something similar. I can do more 
for you,’” Moore said.

Strazdas will be working at least 40 hours a week, if  
not more, throughout the semester. He will spend his 
time on the parts of  his job he especially enjoys, such 
as traveling, meeting new people, helping backstage 
and working professional wrestling events. The fact 
that he’s earning 15 credits for his work as well as get-
ting paid only sweetens the deal. 

RJ Barkelew, a ’12 graduate and friend of  Strazdas, 
joked that he was “a little jealous” of  the opportunity 
Strazdas has, but even more so, he is proud of  his 
success.

“I’m really happy that Ray is making a name for 
himself  and taking the world by storm,” Barkelew 
said.

Strazdas stresses that any students who are able 
to should take advantage of  the opportunity to do a 

co-op through Rider. According to Strazdas, it allows 
the student more real world experience and practi-
cal work application than internships normally do. 
A co-op differs from an internship in the time com-
mitment it requires, generally demanding 30 to 40 
hours a week, spending time gaining tangible work 
experience. 

“It gives a preview of  the amount of  work that 
comes along with a full-time job so it’s not a surprise 
after graduating,” Strazdas said.

In addition to working at MSG, Strazdas also oper-
ates a website showcasing his personal videos, www.
stingrayfilms.com, which is linked to his Facebook, 
Twitter and other social media sources.

Student co-op-erates with Madison Square Garden

I’m really happy that Ray 
is making a name for him-
self  and taking the world by 
storm.”

RJ BaRkelew

Raymond Strazdas is ready to tackle challenges in New York City.
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Marcus Monroe juggles comedy and fire

COMEDIC juggler Marcus Monroe brought his signature humor, wit and one-of-a-
kind talent to the Bart Luedeke Center on Tuesday night.

Throughout his act Monroe juggled various objects, but what set him apart 
from others in his field was his sense of  humor, which evoked laughter and 

cheering from the audience throughout the course of  the show.
He also involved students as much as possible and shared his unique handshake 

with them, which he calls the finger hug. This is when pointer fingers interlock at 
the joint and Monroe also showed a video of  his finger hug campaign, where he got 
many celebrities — such as TV personality Regis Philbin, “The Office” and The 
Hangover actor Ed Helms and “American Idol” winner Jordin Sparks — to finger 
hug with him.

His ability to combine tricky and difficult routines with an electrifying stage pres-
ence while telling jokes made his act a memorable one.

Monroe’s distinctive personality and tricks added to his likability. At one point 
he impersonated animals, including penguins, horses and bears, all while juggling. 
Toward the end of  his act, the lights turned off  and he juggled flashy light-up balls 

and clubs.
The grand finale included his much-anticipated fire torches. He also showed off  

his hybrid invention, “knorches,” or knives and torches taped together that he jug-
gled while riding his bedazzled unicycle and wearing a hat with a sparkler on top. 

Freshman business administration major Maddie Keefrider found the finale to be 
the most compelling part of  the show. 

“The part with the knorches on the seven food unicycle was epic,” Keefrider 
said.

Although Monroe’s performance brought enjoyment to students, some com-
plained about the juggling to joke ratio. 

“He was funny,” junior computer information systems major Arsenio Paul said. 
“I just wanted more of  the fire and juggling. That’s why I went.”

Arts&Entertainment

Marcus Monroe shocked and awed Rider students with his performance on Tuesday night. He combined juggling and comedy as well as the arts of knife throwing and torch tossing. The finale included perilous juggling, dangerous headgear and a unicycle.
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By Janeen Rodgers

THE “X Factor” meets The R Factor in The Pub on Saturday at 8 p.m., with a per-
formance by pop/country group Lakoda Rayne, formed during the first season 
of  “The X Factor.” The opening acts for Lakoda Rayne are Rider’s R Factor 
winner Erik Krieg and runner-up Megan Scheels.

Nicholas Barbati, coordinator of  Campus Life, is in charge of  arranging the con-
cert. He looks forward to diversifying campus performers by having the daisy-dukes 
and cowgirl boots-wearing group come and showcase their abilities on Saturday. 

“I think the show is going to be fun, memorable and filled with lots of  up-and-
coming talent,” Barbati said. “They’re really special. The opening acts are going to 
complement Lakoda Rayne very well.”

Lakoda Rayne’s performance at Rider will kick off  The Pub’s Coyote Ugly night.
The band acknowledged its upcoming appearance via its Twitter account. 

“We’re so excited to be coming!” Lakoda Rayne tweeted.
If  you tuned into the first season of  “The X Factor,” then you know that Hayley 

Orrantia, 18; Paige Ogle, 17; Dani Knights, 23 and New Jersey’s own Cari Fletcher, 
18, all joined the show as solo artists. Little did they know that when the show ended 
they would be nationally known as pop/country group, Lakoda Rayne. 

From the beginning, Ogle wasn’t sold on the group idea, so it was no surprise 
when she announced via her Twitter page that she was no longer going to be in the 
group. On Monday Ogle also posted a video on her YouTube channel stating that 
she has decided to go to college to study musical therapy.

With three members remaining, this talented set of  girls released its first single, 
“Emergency Brake,” on Sept. 18. The video debuted on Sept. 16, and already has 
24,000 views on YouTube.

Nick Stasi, a senior radio and TV major, believes that this upcoming perfor-
mance will give R Factor veterans Krieg and Scheels an edge. 

“It’s good for regular Rider students to be performing for up-and-coming talent,” 
Stasi said. “Sometimes you need a little bit of  luck.”

Sophomore radio and TV major Madeline Smith does not believe Lakoda Rayne 
will appeal to most students.

“The country fan base isn’t too strong on campus,” Smith said. 
This opinion is not universal. Some, like junior radio and TV major Jim Vasil, 

believe that talent, not genre, is what is imperative.
“Taylor Swift is an exception to country music,” Vasil said. “If  they’re talented 

they will be respected around the world. This goes for myself  as well.”
Kirsti Rainville, a senior public relations major, appreciates the presence of  a dif-

ferent genre and looks forward to Lakoda Rayne’s performance at The Pub. 
“Their style and flare are different from most other performers Rider has booked 

for students,” Rainville said.
A lot of  thought went into the group’s unusual name. Lakoda means allies, 

friendship and unity, while Rayne represents blessings from above. 
Get those boots ready to stomp the floor and come out to see Lakoda Rayne 

performing at The Pub this Saturday at 8 p.m.

Lakoda Rayne poses for their debut single. From left, Dani Knights, Hayley Orrantia, Cari Fletcher.

Rayne is in Rider’s forecast
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Brownwater celebrated its open mic season debut on Wednesday at 9 p.m. The 
event was hosted by Lefty and Polo and gave poets, acoustic singers, rappers, gospel 
artists, comedians and R&B artists, among others, the opportunity to showcase their 
talents. Each performer was allotted a 10-minute slot.

W E S T M I N S T E R  E V E N T S
WESTMINSTER CHOIR COLLEGE FACULTY 
RECITAL SERIES PRESENTS ORGANIST ALAN 
MORRISON
Alan Morrison, associate professor of 
organ, will perform works by Bach and 
Duruflé as well as César Franck’s Fantasy 
in A Major and Studentenlieder from 
Petr Eben’s Faust, among others.
Sunday, Sept. 30 at 3 p.m.
Bristol Chapel on the Westminster campus

VOYAGE à PARIS 
The program puts classical and popular 
music on display in the style of  caba-
ret music.  Danielle Sinclair, soprano; 
Denise Mihalik, mezzo-soprano and 
Kathy Shanklin, piano, will perform.
Sunday, Oct. 7 at 3 p.m.
Williamson Hall on the Westminster campus

RIDER ART GALLERY CONCERTS SERIES 
OPENS WITH MUSIC FOR FLUTE AND PIANO
The year’s first recital for the Westmin-
ster Conservatory in its Gallery Concerts 
series features faculty members Kevin 
Willows on the flute and Kyu Jung Rhee 
on the piano. The program will include 
the music of  France to observe the 
150th birthday of  Claude Debussy.
Friday, Oct. 12 at 12:15 p.m.
Art Gallery on the Lawrenceville campus

NINE
Directed by Nathan Hurwitz, Nine is 
based on Federico Fellini’s autobio-
graphical film 8 1/2. It tells the story of  
Guido Contini, a renowned film direc-
tor. Contini is teetering on the verge of  
a creative and midlife crisis all while jug-
gling relationships with his wife, mistress 
and film-star muse.
Wednesday, Oct. 10 through Saturday, Oct.14 
at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, 
and 2 p.m. on Friday
Yvonne Theater on the Lawrenceville campus, 
tickets are $20 for adults, $10 for non-Rider 
students/seniors and $5 for Rider students with 
ID.

WESTMINSTER COMMUNITY ORCHESTRA: 
MUSIC MOVES AND TAKES US PLACES
Family-style concert performed by 
Westminster Conservatory Suzuki Violin 
Program. They will be performing 
works by Bach, Beethoven, Elgar and 
Rimsky-Korsakov.
Sunday, Oct. 14 at 3 p.m.
Princeton Presbyterian Church, tickets are $15 
for adults, $10 for students/seniors.
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R Factor winner Erik Krieg and runner-up Megan Scheels are opening for Lakoda Rayne on Saturday.
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Senior Andrew Pierre performed “Ease this Pain” and “You Raise Me Up” during Brownwater.
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Editorial

Exciting events 
engage students
WHEN visiting a school to 

ensure it is the right fit 
for you, the last thing you 
want to hear is that when 

classes let out on Fridays, students 
run to their cars and speed home for 
the weekend. “Suitcase schools” tend 
to lack strong relationships with their 
students, and in an effort to avoid this 
label, Rider’s Student Entertainment 
Council (SEC) has created a new 
entertainment concept that allows 
for more exciting events on and off  
campus.

For the new school year, the SEC 
decided to include a variety of  dif-
ferent events for students to attend. 
One trip was parasailing in Ocean 
City, N.J. on Sept. 15, which saw an 
excellent turnout of  students, said 
SEC off-campus event chair Pauline 
Kothare. Creating diverse trips and 
events all year round will account 
for everyone’s tastes and increase 
the amount of  people who stay on 
campus for the weekends.

This year, the SEC worked 
overtime to fill the beginning of  
the school year with fun events in 
order to ease the transition from 
the lazy days of  summer to classes 
and schoolwork; their hard work is 
directly reflected in the attendance 
of  the events.

To wrap up the first week of  
classes, an I Love College party 
was thrown in the Cavalla Room 
of  the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC), 
where DJ Toro performed. The SEC 
found the party hosted about 1,075 
students and provided a fun event to 

kick off  the school year in style. 
In an effort to obtain diverse 

performers to keep interests high 
past the initial week of  school, eclec-
tic guests were invited to campus 
to spice up the rest of  September. 
Some unique performers were 
double-threat acts, such as ventrilo-
quist and comedian John Pizzi, who 
came on Sept. 17, and comic fire 
juggler Marcus Monroe, who came 
on Sept. 25. Rider continued to keep 
things interesting even on Awareness 
Day on Sept. 20. It showcased vari-
ous campus clubs and included a 
mechanical bull for students to ride, 
located in the Student Recreation 
Center (SRC). 

According to Kothare, some 
enticing events are coming up for 
this year: Legends of  Pride, an 
event which will feature Elton John, 
Madonna and Lady Gaga imper-
sonators, and the annual fall concert 
this year featuring J. Cole and 
opening act, Miguel. Brainstorming 
is underway for more functions 
throughout the rest of  the year, and 
with the plethora of  interesting new 
things going on, more people will 
feel inclined to stay at school on the 
weekends.

With SEC’s new entertainment 
concept already in full swing less 
than a month into the school year, 
students are reaping the benefits of  
the council’s creative event planning. 
It seems as though the student body 
is in store for a jam-packed school 
year. 

The weekly editorials express the  
majority opinion of  The Rider News.  

This week’s editorials were written by 
the Opinion Editor, Kristy Grinere.

Green Corner

Green facility gets the gold 

IN Rider’s continuing efforts to be more sustainable, academic building North Hall 
recently exceeded going green with being accredited Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) certification gold. 
LEED certification is a rating system used to ensure that new buildings have been 

created in a “green” manner. Designed by the U.S. Green Building Council to encour-
age the construction of  sustainable buildings, this system has affected Rider’s Law-
renceville campus, on which there are two buildings that meet these standards. West 
Village apartment buildings received a LEED certification of  silver and most recently, 
North Hall was awarded a gold LEED certification this past summer. But what is it 
that makes these buildings so special?

There are certain criteria a building must meet in order to achieve a LEED 
certification. Both design and construction elements are taken into consideration as 
well as energy usage and water conservation, among other things. According to the 
LEED Certification Project, the point system is used to keep track of  the different 
levels of  sustainability and points are distributed within various categories. A mini-
mum of  40 to 49 points will earn the label of  “Certified,” 50 to 59 points mean a 
silver certification, 60 to 79 points will get a gold certification and 80 points and up 
receives the highest ranking of  platinum.

➠ SEE LEED GOLD
PAGE 9

Want to advertise with
The Rider News?
Our ad rates are now cheaper 
for everyone.
Let the students of  
Rider University 
know about events, 
meetings and more!
For more information, visit
theridernews.com/place-an-ad
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Choose a job you love, and you will never have to work a 
day in your life.”

-ConfuCius
Chinese philosopher and teaCher

PAYING for textbooks is stressful enough on a college budget, so shouldn’t receiv-
ing them at the start of  the semester be the least of  our worries? 

Although I ordered the majority of  my books weeks before classes began 
in order to avoid issues, that choice proved to be my downfall. Shortly after 

ordering my books, one of  my classes changed its professor. You can imagine my 
alarm when the new professor was holding up a completely different book on the 
first day of  class than the one I bought. While I had no issues returning the incor-
rect book, I was left waiting for the correct one.

My professor assured us that she had informed the bookstore of  the textbook 
change weeks earlier and there should have been no issues. However, according to 
the store’s employees, my book was being shipped from another bookstore located 
in California. As I patiently waited and fell behind in my homework, I was left 
wondering why the books were not in stock on campus when the bookstore was fully 
aware of  how many students would need them.

I had a similar situation on the first day of  classes. I realized that I was missing a 
collection of  writings from Edgar Allen Poe that I needed. I ordered it immediately, 
though I didn’t need to start reading it for a few days, or so I thought. I was very 
mistaken and fell behind on the readings. 

Not only was the wait time an utter inconvenience this semester, but the email 
system was also a complete mess. Some students received emails confirming that 
their orders were ready for pickup at the bookstore, when in reality, they were not 
there at all. In my case, I never received any email confirmation and found myself  
periodically running to the Bart Luedeke Center to check on the status of  my order. 
I feel as though whoever was responsible for that should have been on top of  the 
problem.

Surely there must be an easy way to improve this textbook process. First of  all, 
the bookstore should be responsible with its emails. Although the employees at the 
store are very helpful, the notification emails are vital in order for this system to be 
efficient. Without correct notification, students fall behind on their assignments and 
waste valuable time checking in with the bookstore.

I don’t understand why all of  the necessary textbooks were not made available 
at the bookstore. If  the store was notified of  the required texts weeks in advance, 
students shouldn’t have had to wait for their books to be shipped for week-long 
periods. There is an easier way to keep the books on-hand and readily available to 
students who need them. As I was not the only one on campus who experienced this 
problem, hopefully the textbook system will be improved for everyone by the spring 
semester.

-Sarah Bergen
Sophomore journalism major

Junior Job View

Saving money 
and skills through student job

COLLEGE is supposed to be some of  the best years of  
your life, but it doesn’t come cheap. Between the 
actual tuition, room and board, food and other 
expenses, the prices really start to pile up. More 

and more often, students are working additional jobs to 
help offset the costs after they graduate or to help their 
parents pay off  school. As for me, I work two jobs to 
help pay for everything.

Working at a job during college can really cut into 
your free time. Depending on how much you work, 
you can be left with less time to get your homework 
done, to study and to just hang out with your friends. I 
know it’s hard to turn my friends down when they text 
me to hang out, and I have to tell them I’m at work. It 
also isn’t fun when I have homework to do after I get 
off  of  work, since I work nights. Sometimes because 
of  work, I have to stay up much later than I would 
have had to otherwise. I know that a lot of  college 

students pull all-nighters, but I feel like I’ve done a 
lot more of  them because I hold two jobs. The worst 
part is that if  you have work and a full class schedule 
the next day, you end up spending the entire day like 
a zombie. 

The upside to working a job while being a full-time 
student is the money. It is nice not to have that “broke 
college student” frame of  mind. It’s great to have a 
little bit of  money, unless you have to pay for your 
tuition because if  you do, the cash will fly out of  your 
bank account fast. If  you can manage to save a little 
bit on the side here and there, you can have spending 
money to use on food, school supplies or anything you 
may actually want or need, which is always nice to 
have.

 If  you manage not to let your work affect your 
grades, having a job can also look good on your 
résumé. Seeing that you worked through college 

and still managed to pull good grades can give you 
the competitive edge you need to “wow” a potential 
employer. 

Sure, a job may cut into your free time, but to be 
honest, a lot of  that time would be spent checking 
your Facebook page. This way, you’re at least putting 
your time to a better use and making money while 
doing so. If  you work so you can make some extra 
spending money, then you don’t constantly have to 
worry about not having sufficient funds. If  you’re 
working towards paying for your college education, 
then it will all pay off  in the long run. Working dur-
ing college can be a really rewarding experience and 
can help to teach you better time management skills, 
which you can take with you for your future career.

-Eric Hinrichsen
Junior accounting and CIS major

Opinion

To grab a gold certification, North Hall scored a total of  61 points, according to 
the Rider LEED certification review report. In the parking lot behind the building 
there are drainage areas for the lot that collect runoff  and storm water. The native 
landscaping that surrounds the building also helps to slow runoff  and as provide 
a home for local insects and pollinators. Jutting out of  the building on the second 
floor of  North Hall is a vegetated roofing system or simply a “green roof,” which 
also helps to collect water and to keep the temperature down, reducing the need for 
air conditioning. 

The entirety of  North Hall has energy-efficient lighting and motion detec-
tors so lights do not stay on in an empty room beyond a set period of  time. There 
are low volatile organic compound (VOC) furnishings, meaning there is no toxic 
chemical smell to products, along with heating, ventilation and air-conditioning 
(HVAC) systems that minimize ozone-depleting substances and control temperature 
and humidity. There are also low-flow water fixtures. To meet the gold standard, 
a reduction of  at least 30 percent in water usage is necessary, and North Hall has 
exceeded the requirement by decreasing usage by 40 percent.

More than a quarter of  the total building materials was manufactured using recy-
cled materials, and through the development of  North Hall, 85.4 percent of  on-site 
generated construction waste from the landfill was reused (the necessary minimum 
was only 50 percent). We should all be very proud of  our efforts here at Rider and 
of  the success of  North Hall. To further our sustainable initiatives on campus, any 
renovations or construction will have to meet a standard of  at least LEED silver 
certification. 

For more information on what Rider is doing to go green, check out our “Broncs 
Go Green” website.

-Jillian Spratt
Junior Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

&QA
“Living in the Zeta Tau Alpha (ZTA) house, the diner is now in a more convienient 
location for me, and it’s in the middle of  campus for everyone else. I just wish there 
were more food options there, like healthier options. Everything is just so greasy.”

-Sarah Jacobs
Junior education and psychology major

“I don’t like the location. If  I were living on campus, I would be mad that it was so 
far from the dorms because it used to be so close and convenient. The food is great, 
but it’s a completely different ambience.”

-Kristin Lopez
Senior management and leadership/entrepreneurial studies major 

What do you think about the 
Bronc Diner changing to late-night 
Cranberry’s? Sophomore Dissatisfaction

Bookstore causes 
purchasing pickle

LEED gold
CONT’D FROM P. 8



By Stuart Kovacs

TENNIS is back in full swing as both the men’s and 
women’s  teams travel to play Siena on Saturday, 
looking to improve their records in the early part 
of  the season.

The women will be looking for their first win of  the 
season, while the men are aiming for their second after 
picking up a win against Rutgers- Camden. Siena’s 
men’s and women’s squads are coming into the match 
with a 1-0 record each. 

Head Coach Ed 
Torres said that each 
team will need to take 
advantage of  its oppo-
nent’s lack of  games 
played this season.

“On Saturday the 
bottom half  of  the 
lineups will have to play 
very well for us to win,” 
he said. 

Torres, who is in his 18th season as head coach, 
believes that the disciplined play on both teams will 
only give them a chance to win its games, but not 
guarantee it.

“In order for us to win, the entire team has to step 
up because we play three doubles matches and six 
singles matches,” Torres said.  

Senior Alexa Manforti understands that Siena pres-
ents a challenge, but having a majority of  the team 
back from last year is one advantage the Broncs have.

“I’m expecting the team to go in with confidence 
and work hard to try and bring in a win,” Manforti 
said. “Siena has been a good team in the past, but we 
have a few key returners from last year which puts us 
in a good position.”

With nearly a week without action between their 
6-1 loss to Monmouth and the upcoming match 
against Siena, Manforti thinks that additional practice 

time will help prepare the teams.
“Practicing all week will be key in determining the 

outcome of  our next match,” Manforti said.
On the men’s side, senior John Spellman is focusing 

on the mental aspect in addition to practicing because 
of  the long ride it takes to travel to Siena. 

“We just have to prepare for this match like any 
other,” Spellman said. “Having a good week of  prac-
tice is always important. We have a long bus ride up 
there on Saturday and it’s important to come off  the 

bus mentally prepared 
and ready to go.”

Although Siena’s 
squad imposes many 
challenges with its tal-
ented play, Spellman is 
confident that he and his 
teammates will focus on 
winning.

“Siena normally has a 
pretty good team,” Spellman said. “I think that we’re 
playing well enough to compete with them across 
the board and hopefully we can come away with the 
[win].”

It has undoubtedly been a slow start for both the 
men’s and women’s teams. However, Torres hopes for 
improvement as both teams gain more knowledge and 
skill.

“We have played very strong and experienced 
teams such as MAAC Champions Fairfield and NJIT 
the first week of  the season and did not do well against 
them,” Torres said. “We shall improve as the season 
progresses.”
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‘‘I’m expecting the team to go in with 
confidence and work hard to try and bring 
in a win.”

AlexA MAnforti, woMen’s tennis

Sports
Tennis

 Tennis squads look to improve record

year coming together as 
a team but we still need 
to do a little bit more to 
get to the level where we 
want to be.”

The Broncs are hop-
ing that the previous loss 
to Manhattan will bring 
out the intensity in their 
game for future confer-
ence play.

“Going into this 
weekend, I’m going to 

try and bring out the 
‘dog’ in us, the angry ‘go 
get everything and don’t 
stop until you get your 
rank’ kind of  attitude,” 
Gajewski said. “Maybe it 
will inspire everyone to 
do well.” 

Freshman Brandie 
Hill agreed with 
Gajewski’s statement. 

“I think we as a team 
need to bring more fire 

and intensity to the 
court,” she said. “We are 
getting really complacent 
and we need to bring a 
higher sense of  urgency. 
We need a strong will 
to win. I believe if  we 
find it mentally within 
ourselves and make the 
changes our coach wants 
us to make, we’ll be 
successful.” 

Field Hockey
Junior Sandra Penas scored her 40th career goal in the Broncs 3-1 loss to 14th-
ranked Lafayette on Tuesday.  The team lost its last two games, and looks to get 
back on track on Sunday at noon when it faces Lehigh at home.

Women’s Soccer
Senior forward Kelly Sandefur scored her first career goal in a 2-2 double overtime 
tie against Delaware State on Sept.21.  The Broncs are back home this weekend to 
face Fairfield and Iona after a four-game road trip where they went 1-1-2.

Men’s Soccer
The Broncs are still searching for their first win of  the season after losing twice 
at the Princeton Tournament last weekend, extending their record to 0-7.  On 
Saturday, they will face the Temple Owls at home on Alumni Day. 

Men’s Hockey
Pat Grilli scored two goals in the Broncs’ 3-3 tie against Siena, and leads the team 
with three goals through the first two games of  the season.  This weekend, the 
hockey team plays Rennselaer Polytechnic Institute at home before traveling to 
Penn State. 

Cross Country
Both the men’s and the women’s teams will compete in the Paul Short Invitational 
today hosted by Lehigh.  Coach Bob Hamer has led both the men’s and women’s 
teams to top three finishes in both of  its events this season.

B R O N C  B I T S Volleyball
CONT’D FROM P. 11

Junior Nick Lubold teamed with junior Rollie Malfitano and 
secured a 9-7 win in first doubles during the win at Rutgers.
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Looking to write for 
sports? Interested in 
shooting sports photos? 
Come to Ridge House on 
Mondays at 5:30 p.m. 
and talk to Dave or 
send him an email at 
pavlakd@rider.edu.
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By Christiana Votta

RIDER’S volleyball team (6-7, 0-4 MAAC) has seen 
early season success, but after a recent four-
game slump, the Broncs were looking to find its 
previous success when they faced Manhattan on 

Wednesday night. Unfortunately, the Broncs were swept 
in three sets to extend the losing streak to five straight 
games.

The loss left a sour taste in the Broncs’ mouth after 
losing 25-18, 25-12 and 25-15.

“We stopped playing and gave up,” senior captain 
Brittany Gajewski said. “Unfortunately, there is not 
a lot of  positive to [take away], but we have a lot of  
work to do for the weekend. It starts with changing 
our attitude. It ends with us not settling for the ‘better 
than last year’ mentality.”

Gajewski wasn’t the only player to feel as though 
the Broncs gave up in the game.

“It was our first loss that I’ve ever seen our team 
give up,” sophomore captain Jaclyn Webber said. “We 
are going to teach ourselves what it means to work 
hard and fight. Our serve receive struggled tonight 
and put us out of  our system. We need to find us 
again.”

Sophomore Kayla Wong finished with six kills, the 
most for the Broncs against Manhattan.

Gajewski credits the recent struggles the team has 
faced to being sloppy in their play. 
“The biggest problem we’ve had recently is consis-
tency,” Gajewski said. “We need to just start play-
ing fluently throughout the entire match rather than 
playing well in one game 
and not stepping it up 
throughout the rest. We’ve 
done a lot better than last 

DAVID PAVLAK
Dave is the sports editor of  
The Rider News and a 
senior journalism major.

Sports

Volleyball

Volleyball loses five straight 

Column

Various teams are facing difficulties during early season
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MAYBE there is something 
in the water recently, 
but select teams repre-
senting Rider athletics 

have certainly been struggling 
lately. 

The most obvious of  these  
offenders is the men’s soccer 
team, which is not only strug-
gling to secure its first victory, 
but also an identity as a con-
tender in the MAAC as well. 

The men opened with a 2-0 
loss at the hands of  Monmouth. 
The Broncs followed that per-
formance with a 2-1 overtime 
loss to Seton Hall, a team they 
defeated in the opening game of  
the season last year. The losing 

trend continued for the team 
until it ultimately found itself  in 
a deep hole — a 0-7 record, to 
be exact. 

You can call it a rebuild-
ing year if  you’d like since a 
dozen of  the players on the 
roster are freshmen, but there 
are also more than a handful 
of  upperclassmen that should 
have balanced this team out by 
now. The worst loss came this 
past weekend when the men 
lost 7-2 at the hands of  the 
University of  Pennsylvania. I’d 
be surprised to see the team 
turn it around in time for the 
game against Temple tomorrow. 
Might as well chalk up a 0-8 

record now. One promising item 
left for the Broncs is that confer-
ence play starts soon for them, 
and their out-of-conference 
record will have no reprecussion 
for them at that time.

 The volleyball team has also 
fallen into a bit of  a lull as of  
late, losing five straight games 
to drop its record to under 
.500 for the first time all year. 
Through August and into early 
September the women were 
able to walk away with four vic-
tories. Keep in mind they were 
only able to secure five victories 
all last season. 

The Broncs are currently 6-7 
overall, but 0-4 in MAAC play. 

The comments made by players 
after the loss to Manhattan on 
Wednesday definitely raise eye-
brows as well as red flags within 
the program. When teammates 
can openly admit that they 
watched each other quit in the 
middle of  the game, there is a 
problem. 

The women will play their 
next four games at home over 
the next two weekends, hope-
fully looking to see improvement 
and more of  an overall team 
effort on the floor to continue to 
boost one of  their best seasons 
since 2008-09. 
Contact this writer at  
pavlakd@theridernews.com

Kevin Baggett
Men’s basketball head coach

“I am looking to put a 
team on the court that our 
fans, families and administra-
tion can be proud of.  A team 
that plays hard and is very 
disciplined from the begin-
ning of  the game until the 
sound of  the horn ending the 
game.”

Chris Feliciano
Volleyball head coach

“The biggest turn around 
from last year is experience 
and dedication to the concept 
of  team unity on and off  the 
court.” 

Coaches’ Corner

➠ SEE VOLLEYBALL
PAGE 10
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Photos courtesy of  Peter G. Borg

Senior Brittany Gajewski bumps the ball against Manhattan.



By JJ Duke

THE women’s soccer team has officially completed 
its non-conference schedule and looks to continue 
making positive strides as it begins to face confer-
ence opponents.  The team’s challenge begins 

with Fairfield University (3-3-2) followed by a game 
against Iona College (2-5-2).

After starting out the season with a 5-1-2 record, 
the Broncs will open the MAAC season by welcoming 
Fairfield tonight at 7 p.m. and Iona on Sunday at 3 
p.m.

Head Coach Drayson Hounsome believes that the 
lessons learned throughout the non-conference sched-
ule have prepared his side for the upcoming games.

“We finished with the best non-conference record 
in the program’s history: only one defeat in eight 
games and five wins,” Hounsome said. “Every game 
has been close and we have been tested throughout. 
Most importantly, each game has highlighted areas we 
needed to work on that has enabled us to improved 
from one game to the next.”

While the non-conference matches may not be 
as significant for teams like Rider — traditionally, 
the MAAC is a one-bid conference for the NCAA 
Tournament — senior midfielder Claire Thompson 
believes there is a bigger purpose for those games.

“We set really specific goals for ourselves this 
year,” Thompson said. “We evaluated our strengths 
and weaknesses and aimed to be 10 percent in every 
category. For example, last year we gave up four goals 
off  corners, so we wanted to make sure we gave away 
less corners this year and defended corners better. So 
far, we’ve done that. No goals against have come from 
corners yet this year.”

During the first eight games of  the season, fresh-
man midfielder Tara Ballay and senior forward Abi 
Cottam have led the Broncs offensively. Ballay, twice 
named MAAC Rookie of  the Week, had two goals 
and one assist for five points. Cottam scored one goal 
and notched three assists for five points as well. In net, 
senior goalkeeper Jenn Nichols has a goals against 

average of  0.81, including four shutouts.
The Broncs will have to face strong teams with 

Fairfield and Iona. Both teams have not started the 
2012 season well record-wise, but will provide intrigu-
ing matchups for Rider this weekend. Fairfield lost last 
year in the MAAC Semifinals in penalty kicks to the 
eventual champions, Marist College. Hounsome hopes 
to compete well against Fairfield this year.

“They are a good team who expect to be in the 
conference tournament, but we match up well against 
them,” Hounsome said. “We had multiple season-end-
ing injuries last year when we played them so it will be 
a totally different lineup this year. The plan is to focus 
on playing to our strengths and denying their danger-
ous players any good opportunities.”

The recovery time won’t be an issue in the Broncs’ 
minds, especially after taking on Iona 48 hours after 
Fairfield, according to Thompson.

“It’s tough to know what to expect from Iona this 
year. Every year the matchup with them has been a 
different kind of  game,” Thompson said. “I think 
we are prepared to play a Friday-Sunday schedule 
though. Most of  that comes from the depth of  our 
experience in doing so.”

While the MAAC Conference play is ready to 
begin for Rider the goal since day one hasn’t changed.

“The expectation is to finish the job from last 
year where injuries held us back from achieving our 
goal: to be playing for a conference title on Nov. 4,” 
Hounsome said.
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Inside today:        
Volleyball looks to 
rebound after loss   
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Men’s Soccer

Men’s soccer hopes to see a different result
By Tom Albano

THE men’s soccer 
team (0-7) is gear-
ing up for another 
weekend game, this 

time matching up against 
Temple University as the 
Broncs look to end their 
seven-game losing streak.

Rider has recently 
dealt with two tough 
losses at the Princeton 
Invitational last week, 
losing 3-1 to the host 
Princeton followed by a 
7-2 loss to the University 
of  Pennsylvania.

Despite the team’s 
winless record, Head 
Coach Charlie Inverso 
has not been disap-
pointed in his team’s 
play. 

“To be honest, I 
felt pretty good about 
our performance, even 
though we didn’t win,” 
Inverso said.

Junior Eric Elgin feels 
that the team has not 
shown what it is capable 
of  doing against the 

tough competition.
“We have been 

extremely disappointed 
with the results of  our 
games,” Elgin said. “The 
results and our overall 
record are not indica-
tive of  the improvement 
we have made from last 
season and the talent we 
have developed on our 
team.”

The Broncs have 
been outscored by 
their opponents 21-5 in 
the first seven games. 
Despite the stat, Inverso 
doesn’t want his team to 
give up.

“We’re trying to instill 
confidence in these 
guys and get them to 
understand that we can 
win and turn the season 
around,” Inverso said.

According to Elgin, 
hard work will be crucial 
to see results on the field.

“It’s a long season 
and we know that we 
cannot get discouraged 
by past results,” Elgin 

said. “We have to keep 
working hard every day 
and once we are able to 
snap this losing streak, 
hopefully we can gain 
some confidence as a 
group and start to get on 
a roll.”

Inverso admitted that 
incorporating the new 
faces with the old has 
been a difficult task this 
season.

“We’re 10 freshmen 
and 10 seniors, and 
to try to bring the two 
groups together [is] a 
bit difficult,” Inverso 
said. “We’re playing 
eight freshmen on a 
regular basis. They’re 
getting experience, but 
we’re not playing for the 
future, we’re playing the 
present.”

Inverso is not looking 
to change his game plan 
for matches down the 
road. 

“Our strategy is the 
same: always have pos-
session, score and [have] 

solid defense,” Inverso 
said. “Defense is the 
issue that we have to 
address.” 

Elgin agreed with his 
coach.

“Last year, we relied 
heavily on a strong 
team defense to keep 
games close,” Elgin said. 
“We really would like 
to regain that identity 
against Temple and 
continue to improve our 
ability to possess the 
ball.”

Despite the poor 
record, conference 
play still has to begin. 
The Broncs open their 
conference schedule next 
Friday on the road at 
Canisius.

“The team is still opti-
mistic since the start of  
the conference schedule 
is, in essence, the begin-
ning of  a new season,” 
Elgin said. “Our out-of- 
conference record does 
not contribute to qualify-
ing for the playoffs.”

Women’s Soccer

Broncs riding momentum into MAACs
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Senior Brandon Sebastian’s goal wasn’t enough to help the 
Broncs defeat Princeton, dropping the decision 3-1.

Freshman Tara Ballay has scored two goals for the Broncs through the teams’ first eight games. She has five total points this season.
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