
Students enjoy breakfast in the newly renovated Daly’s Dining Hall on the Lawrenceville campus Tuesday morning. Certain stations are 
not fully finished yet, but students can still grab a bite to eat and sit in any of the new seating, which was funded by Rider’s SGA.

By Jen Maldonado

RIDER IS COOKING UP 
something special with 
the grand opening of  
the newly renovated 

Daly’s on its Lawrenceville 
campus today as classes for the 
fall semester begin.

Daly’s, Cranberry’s 
and Westminster’s Dining 
Commons have been under 
construction since classes 
ended last spring with “the 
goal of  bringing a higher level 
of  culinary to Rider,” accord-
ing to Scott Oswald, Aramark 
food services director. 

“We really wanted the din-
ing halls to feel like a destina-
tion restaurant with a lot of  
options as opposed to a caf-
eteria,” said Dean of  Students 
Anthony Campbell. 

The “aggressive 110-
day renovation schedule” 
of  Rider’s dining facilities 
has resulted in Daly’s now 
offering a state-of-the-art 
dining experience with more 

than 900 seats available for 
students, according to Mike 
Reca, associate vice president 
of  auxiliary services. The 
upgraded seating was made 
possible because of  a con-
tribution of  $250,000 from 
the Student Government 
Association (SGA), according 
to Campbell.

Daly’s has all new cooking 
equipment that Oswald called 
“a chef ’s dream,” including 
pizza ovens, a rotisserie oven 
that will allow for homemade 
deli meats such as turkey, ham 
and roast beef, and a char-
broil grill that will prevent 
large amounts of  smoke from 
being released while it’s in 
use. Aramark, Rider’s food 
service provider, will even 
have a mobile app, Campus 
Dish, which will allow 
students to view menus and 
nutritional information.

To get students even more 
involved with their dining 
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By Katie Zeck

IN THIS YEAR’S INCOM-
ING freshman class 
you can find a student 
from Ghana, a large 

amount of  business 
administration majors 
and 14 girls named 
Samantha.

According to the Vice 
President of  Enrollment 
Management Jamie 
O’Hara, there are 868 
new freshmen who 
are enrolled on the 
Lawrenceville cam-
pus and 81 on the 
Westminster campus, 
making a total of  949 
college freshmen.

Out of  this combined 
total, O’Hara reported 
that 11 percent of  the 
class are legacies with 
a parent, grandparent 
or sibling who attended 
Rider. 

Incoming freshman 
Michael Hendershot 
decided to attend Rider 

primarily because he is a 
legacy.

“One of  the main 
reasons I came to Rider 
was because of  the 
legacy scholarship I 
received,” Hendershot 
said. “My mom, grand-
mom, great-grandmom 
and uncle graduated 
from Rider.”

The top five majors 
in this year’s freshman 
class are business admin-
istration, elementary 
education, accounting, 
psychology and music 
education.

During move-in 
day on Sunday, many 
freshmen cited that the 
programs Rider offers 
for these majors were a 
main selling point in per-
suading them ultimately 
to choose Rider.

“I liked that the cam-
pus was small and every-
one was really nice, but 
[I chose Rider] mostly 
because of  the great 

accounting program,” 
said accounting major 
Tim Monticchio.

Samantha Mischler 
said that she specifically 
chose Rider because of  
the education program.

“I loved all the educa-
tion professors here at 
Rider — you could tell 
they care a lot about the 
students in the program 
and the program itself,” 
she said. 

Students in this fresh-
man class came from 
far and wide to attend 
Rider.  Out of  the 949 
freshmen, 26 percent 
are from outside of  New 
Jersey with 21 students 
traveling in from the 
West Coast. A total of  
31 students are from 
the mid-Atlantic, 23 
students are from New 
England and 10 are 
from U.S. territories. 
The class also contains 

Freshman Nicole Malazarte, far right, and her siblings Kevin and Rachel pose with a T-shirt they are buying at 
the  Bookstore. This year’s freshman class on the Lawrenceville campus contains 868 students.➠ SEE FRESHMAN 
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J O I N  U S

T H E  R I D E R N E W S . C O M

TTHE RESIDENCE HALL KNOWN 
as New Building will finally 
receive an official name dur-
ing a naming ceremony that 

will take place during Cranberry 
Fest on Sept. 13. The residence hall 
was built eight years ago and is 
a form of premium housing that 
includes both apartments and 
suites. 

Dance Party
Student Entertainment Coun-
cil’s (SEC) I Love College dance 
party will be held on Sept. 7 in the 
Cavalla Room at 10 p.m. Special 
guest includes DJ  Toro from New 
York’s 92.3 NOW radio station and 
the fall concert performer will be 
announced at midnight.

Memorial Speaker
Pulitzer prize winner and for-
mer contributing editor of Time 
magazine Jon Meachem will speak 
at the Sept. 11 remembrance 
at 8 p.m., about how 9/11 has 
impacted the world and what we 
have learned.

Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
The grand opening of the newly 
renovated Cranberry’s will take 
place on Thursday, Sept. 13 and 
feature a ribbon cutting ceremony 
and a late night celebration, mark-
ing the first time Cranberry’s will 
be open until 2 a.m. 

New student meeting
Thursday, Sept. 13 at 11:30 a.m.

First general meeting
Monday, Sept. 17 at 5:30 p.m.

Ridge House
2083 Lawrenceville Road
Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
P 609 896 5256
F 609 895 5696

Rider News

facebook.com/theridernews

@theridernews

P H O T O  O F  T H E  W E E K

From left, Colleen Martin, administrative associate in the School of Education graduate program, Arlene Wilner, director of the Baccalaureate Honors 
Program and Mike Reca, associate vice president of auxiliary services were recipients of the Frank N. Elliott Award at the faculty convocation.

Green Film Series 2012-2013
All films will be 
shown in the Sweigart 
Auditorium (Rm.115) with 
discussions to follow

For more information, 
please contact
Melissa Greenberg, 
Sustainability 
Coordination Manager 
megreenberg@rider.edu
or Lauren Wisniewski, 
Graduate Assistant 
for Sustainability
wisniewskil@rider.edu

Sponsored by the 
Energy and Sustainability 
Steering Committee

Tuesday & Wednesday
September 18 & 19, 2012 7 p.m.

“Sourlands” introduction & discussion with filmmaker Jared Flesher
Tuesday & Wednesday
October 9 & 10, 2012 7 p.m.

“The Big Fix”
Tuesday & Wednesday
November 13 & 14, 2012 7 p.m.

“Gasland”
Tuesday & Wednesday
December 11 & 12, 2012 7 p.m.

“Revenge of the Electric Car”
Tuesday & Wednesday
February 12 & 13, 2013 7 p.m.

“The Cove”
Tuesday & Wednesday
March 12 & 13, 2013 7 p.m.

“Green Fire:  Aldo Leopold & a Land Ethic for Our Time”
Tuesday & Wednesday
April 9 & 10, 2013 7 p.m.

“Last Call at the Oasis”
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Sept. 6

Unlimited bowling and laser tag
9 p.m., Colonial Bowling & Entertainment

Sept. 13

Cranberry Fest
11:30 a.m., Campus Mall

Sept. 15

“Bring It On: The Musical” Broadway trip
Students must sign up in the SRC ticket booth. The 
cost is $15 and the bus departs at 10 a.m. in front of  the 
BLC.

Tubing trip
Students must sign up in the SRC ticket booth. The 
cost is $10 and the bus departs at 9 a.m. in front of  the 
BLC.

Sept. 17

Ventriloquist John Pizzi
10 p.m., BLC Theater

Sept. 20

Awareness Day 
11:30 a.m., Campus Mall

Sept. 22

Psychic medium
8 p.m., Yvonne Theater

Sept. 21

Campus ghost tours
9 p.m., BLC Steps

Sept. 25

Fire juggler Marcus Monroe
10 p.m., BLC Theater

Sept. 29

Lakoda Rayne performance
8 p.m., The Pub
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Students dish their thoughts 
on dining hall renovations

Danielle Trautwein,    
Junior
“I like that Cranberry’s is going to 
be open late since I wasn’t a big fan 
of  the Diner. I’m excited for Subway 
too so I can eat my favorite Veggie 
Delight sandwich whenever I want.”

Steve Gaskill, 
Sophomore

Marisa Fortes, 
Senior

Survana Murali, 
Freshman

“Daly’s just looks amazing. It’s 
a completely different build-
ing so I’m looking forward to 
that.”

“I’m looking forward to the 
new food stations and the 
variety of  food Daly’s will 
serve now.”

“I like that Daly’s is going to 
have all different food styles. 
That’ll be nice to have a lot of  
options.” 

experience, most of  the 
cooking will be made 
right at the stations. 

“We’ll be doing a lot 
of  presentation cook-
ing, meaning everything 
is made right in front 
of  you,” Oswald said. 
“Students will be able to 
add or subtract ingredi-
ents and customize their 
food.”

Cranberry’s will 
have a similar set up 
and since students will 
order food in person, 
the Kiosk machines will 
only be used for grill 
orders, according to Jan 
Friedman-Krupnick, 
assistant vice president 
of  student affairs.  

Other food stations 
in Daly’s include Little 
Italy, the new Italian 
section that will be a 
“true sauté station,” the 
Sweet Shop  that will 
eventually give students 
the chance to order 
cakes they can take 
out, the deluxe Bistro, 
a station that features 
“a mimic of  a small full 
kitchen” where food will 
be freshly cooked, and 
a separate vegetarian 
and vegan section. The 
Mongolian Grill will 
have up to four cooks 
working at a time and 
will have seats along the 
side so students can sit 
and eat right next to the 
station. 

There is also a new 
way to return dirty 
dishes with a rotating, 
leveled tray accumulator 
that will prevent over-
flow during the lunch 
rushes, according to 
Oswald.

“Now the cooks 
are right there and the 

equipment is right in 
front of  them so they’ll 
be handing out finished 
plates of  food, not just 
have big troughs of  
food,” Oswald said. 

Westminster’s dining 
hall will closely resemble 
Daly’s and has been 
functioning quite well 
the past week with its 
modified setup, accord-
ing to Reca. While 
Westminster’s Dining 
Commons will be fully 
finished on either Sept. 
11 or 12, students on the 
Lawrenceville campus 
have been able to use 
their meal plans as 
of  Monday in Daly’s, 
although some stations 
won’t be fully finished 
until later in the week. 

Cranberry’s, which 
will feature Subway, a 
sushi bar and Andrew 
J’s, a convenience store, 
will have its grand open-
ing Sept. 13, during-
Cranberry Fest. Part of  
Cranberry’s is currently 
open for students to go 
in and eat. Cranberry’s 
will now be open until 
2 a.m., replacing the 
Bronc Diner as the cam-
pus’ late night spot. 

Friedman-Krupnick 
is excited for students 
to finally get the chance 
to experience the new 
Daly’s.

“It has been our 
goal to be the best food 
service program in the 
region,” Friedman-
Krupnick said. “We now 
have the facility and 
menu to do so.” 

Contact this writer at 
maldonadoje@rider.edu

The renovated Daly’s now has three drink stations located throughout the dining hall. This configuration will help to reduce the wait 
time students often encountered during the lunch time rush. Aramark hopes to have a fully functioning Daly’s by the end of the week.

Some of the new cooking features in Daly’s include a pizza oven, rotisserie oven and charbroil grill that will prevent smoke from filling 

The tables in Daly’s are now smaller and square-shaped. Accord-
ing to Aramark, this will make the dining hall feel less crowded.

The majority of the food served in Daly’s will be made right in 
front of the students, allowing for more customizable meals.

PHOTOS BY MAGGIE SARLO/THE RIDER NEWS
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Rider ramps up campus accessibility
By Katie Zeck

WHENEVER ALICIA 
ABRUZZESE 
WANTED to 
utilize Moore 

Library to do research, 
work on a group proj-
ect or simply print out 
a paper, she had to go 
around to the side of  the 
building, enter from the 
bottom floor and squeeze 
her wheelchair into an 
elevator.

This summer, Rider 
has worked to aid physi-
cally disabled students 
like Abruzzese by build-
ing a handicap-acces-
sible ramp at Moore 
Library. According to 
Associate Vice President 
of  Auxiliary Services 
Mike Reca, the projected 
completion date for the 
ramp is Sept. 7. 

“My roommate and 
I were the first ones 
that really pushed for 
[a handicap ramp into 
the library],” Abruzzese 
said. “I really had a 
hard time getting into 

the library because my 
wheelchair barely fit in 
the elevator. I ended up 
not going to the library 
that often, but I’m glad 
someone was listening to 
our requests.”

According to Reca, 
construction for the 
handicap ramp began in 
late July and no com-
plications arose amidst 
construction this sum-
mer. Reca also reported 
that the ramp cost more 
than $200,000 and was 
financed by a combina-
tion of  University and 
outside funds.

While Abruzzese said 
she is excited to have 
easy access to the library, 
she added that she was 
equally pleased that the 
ramp would help raise 
awareness about the 
dificulties physically dis-
abled students face when 
trying to make their way 
around campus. 

“I feel that this new 
ramp will help oth-
ers realize that there 
is a definite need for 

handicap-accessible 
entrances on campus 
and that we need to be 
vocal about these issues,” 
she said. 

Barbara Blandford, 
director of  Rider’s 
Services for Students 
with Disabilties said that 
the new ramp is a thrill-
ing and highly beneficial 
addition to campus.

“Any individuals 
on campus who have 
disabilities are the best 
informants regarding 
accessibility on cam-
pus,” Blandford said. 
“The ramp was built as 
a result of  the efforts 
of  several offices and 
individuals including 
Services for Students 
with Disabilities, 
Moore Library, the 
Human Resources 
office, Facilities, Dean 
Campbell, President 
Rozanski and, most 
importantly, concerned 
students.”

According to 
Blandford, in addition 
to the handicap ramp, 

Rider has also assisted its 
physically disabled stu-
dents through classroom 
accommodations, class 
scheduling, parking and 
technology.

Abruzzese said she is 

appreciative of  Rider’s 
efforts to make it easier 
for disabled students to 
access every building on 
campus.

“I’m glad 
the University is 

paying more attention to 
upgrading accessibility 
on campus,” she said.

Contact this writer at 
zeckk@rider.edu

News

Why Rider? 

Did you bring your camera 
with you to campus? Need a 
bit of creativity to get you 
going? Rider University 
Photography Club is for you!

http://dft.ba/-rpc @riderphotoclub

Meetings are Wednesdays at 
6, beginning on September 
12 in Memorial 217. 
Hope to see you there!

international students 
from China, India, 
Venezuela, Germany, 
France and Ghana.

A large amount of  
minorities are also rep-
resented in the freshman 
class with 32 percent of  
the students from under-
represented populations.

O’Hara also said that 
58 percent of  the class is 
female and 42 percent is 
male. Nationally, women 
account for about 56 per-
cent of  college students, a 
percentage that has been 
consistent for the past five 
years, according to census 
statistics. The trend of  
female-dominated classes 
has been at Rider since 

2007.
Out of  those popu-

lations the most com-
mon female name in 
the freshman class is 
Samantha with a total of  
14 girls having the name. 
Danielle and Nicole tied 
for second with a total of  
11 girls each. The most 
common male name is 
Matthew with 13 fresh-
men, while Nicholas 
and Christopher tied for 
second with 12 freshmen 
each. 

Contact this writer at 
zeckk@rider.edu

The Rider News inter-
viewed many of  the 
freshmen as they were 
moving in on Sunday to 
get an idea for why they 
chose Rider.

Jillian Belmonte, radio & TV: 
“I loved all the differ-
ent academic programs 
here. I’m currently in the 
Baccalaureate Honors 
Program (BHP). I’m 
so glad Rider had an 

opportunity like BHP for 
me to be a part of.”

Latazah Coleman, 
business administration:  
“I felt that the environ-
ment at Rider was just 
right, and for me, the 
track program sold it.”

Maria Cafasso, 
elementary education:  
“Out of  all the schools 
I went to, this campus 

was by far the best. The 
grounds are beautiful and 
it’s not too close or too 
far from my home town.”

Virginia Kamper, accounting: 
“I really liked that Rider 
offered a five-year MAcc 
program.”

Michaela Hady, 
secondary english 
education: 
“From the first time I 

stepped on campus I felt 
that this was a close knit 
community and that’s 
what I wanted.”

Eric Faeder, history: 
“The easy distance 
between New York City 
and Philly was great, 
and of  course, the food 
is good.”

The handicap ramp that is being built onto Moore Library is expected to be finished by Friday. Physically disabled 
students and Services for Students with Disabilities emphasized the need for a more easily accesible library.

Dan Palo and his dad unload a pack of bottled water into Ziegler Hall. He 
is part of the 42 percent of male students in the class of 2016.

Marketing major Christie Kovalewich gets settled into her dorm room in 
Ziegler Hall. She chose Rider because it wasn’t far from her hometown.
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By Megan Pendagast

SOMETHING WICKED COMES THIS way, brought to Rider 
by the Film and Media Studies program. This 
fall’s horror film focus is getting a global twist, 
courtesy of  students and faculty. Foreign Fear, 

featuring three international horror movies, kicks off  
on Thursday, Sept. 13 at 7:30 p.m., with the outdoor 
screening of  Guillermo Del Toro’s 2006 film Pan’s 
Labyrinth in the residence quad.  

According to Dr. Cynthia Lucia, associate professor 
of  English and director of  the film and media studies 
program, the idea for this film series came about during 
last spring’s Film and Media Symposium. 

“Students requested more access to foreign films, 
raising the question: what can 
we do for greater exposure to 
foreign films?” Lucia said. 

This question was answered 
in the form of  a proposal for 
an international film series to 
acquaint Rider students with 
movies that they may not other-
wise see.

However, this idea may have 
never gotten off  the ground if  not for the interest and 
actions of  various faculty members and students. 

“[Foreign Fear] is sponsored by the film and media 
studies  program with Provost Donald Steven’s crucial 
support,” Lucia said. “Without Dr. Steven’s financial 
and academic support, this wouldn’t be possible.”

Steven shared Lucia’s enthusiasm for the project. 
“I’m very pleased to partner with Dr. Lucia to bring 

foreign films to campus,” he said. “These wonderful 
movies are both entertaining and exceptional works of  
art; works which our multiplex culture tends to ignore. 
This special film series aims to fill that gap.”

Communication professor Dr. Shawn Kildea was 
also heavily involved in the process, according to Lucia.

Rider students, however, were responsible for 

selecting the genre, and junior marketing major Megan 
Manata designed posters in order to promote Foreign 
Fear and spread the word around campus.

The Film and Media Studies program is recruiting 
interested film students as volunteers to go into resi-
dence halls to promote discussion, raise awareness and 
add to the level of  appreciation for the upcoming mov-
ies. There is a training session Thursday and anyone 
interested in participating can contact Lucia at clucia@
rider.edu.  

Film student and 2012 graduate Carrie Drake thinks 
that this diversification is a step in the right direction 
for the film studies program, as different countries use 
different techniques, offering a stark contrast.

“Foreign directors often take a 
vastly different approach to the hor-
ror genre, focusing on psychological 
and theoretical terror instead of  
the gore American films thrive on,” 
Drake said.

Pan’s Labyrinth is only the begin-
ning of  this series, which will 
run throughout the fall semester. 
However, this film will be the only 

one screened outdoors.
The next film, Tomas Alfredson’s Let the Right One In 

from 2008, will be screened in the Sweigart Auditorium 
on Oct. 18, at 7 p.m. The third and final film in the 
series is Alexandre Aja’s 2003 movie High Tension, which 
will be shown on Thursday, Nov. 15, at 7 p.m., in the 
Student Recreation Center seminar room.

“The exposure to films like High Tension and Pan’s 
Labyrinth could be eye-opening for students,” Drake 
said.

Lucia said the series will continue in the spring, 
though perhaps with a genre shift depending on what 
the students want.
Contact Megan Pendagast at pendagastm@rider.edu
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Foreign fear film series creeps onto campus

By Nicole Veenstra

THOMAS SALADINO, A 
SENIOR majoring in psy-
chology, has experienced 
his fair share of  service 

trips as a Bonner Scholar, but 
nothing could prepare him for 
the impact his first trip out of  
the country would have.

Saladino, along with seven 
Rider students and recent 
graduates, and two staff  mem-
bers, spent eight days in Costa 
Rica from May 14 to May 22, 
helping with a variety of  proj-
ects in the villages of  Cristo 
Rey and La Carpio.

The other students were 
seniors Chris Werner, Arly 
Collins, Jessica Zimmer, Jenn 

Moscatelli and Holly Fuller, 
recent graduates Angelique 
Olmo and Hilary Giunta, and 
staff  members Kim Cameron, 
assistant to the director of  
the Center for International 
Education and Annie Pasqua, 
assistant director of  Campus 
Life for Service Learning.

“I expected to see a lot of  
poverty, which there was,” 
Saladino said. “And I knew I 
was going to enjoy the trip, but 
not as much as I did. [Now] 
no matter what I do, I want 
to work with service in some 
way.”

Senior psychology major 
Arly Collins also credits the 
recent trip to the change in 

her future goals.
“The picture I had painted 

in my head was nothing like 
what I actually experienced,” 
Collins said. “The best way to 
describe it is to say everything 
was more intense. I never 
expected to be so affected, so 
much so that I want to make a 
career out of  it [and] am now 
planning my life accordingly.”

Throughout the course of  
the trip, the team completed 
numerous tasks, including 
work with the Costa Rican 
Humanitarian Foundation 
(CRHF) and Nicaraguan 
immigrant communities, 
according to Pasqua.

Specifically, the first half  
of  the week was dedicated 
to the village of  Cristo Rey, 
where the team painted parts 
of  houses and planted flowers, 
hoping to transfer the sense of  
home to their living spaces.

After painting a picture of  
home for Cristo Rey, the team 
moved to La Carpio, where 
they toured the area, played 
with children and lived with 
host families, according to 
Collins.

The kindness and welcom-
ing spirits of  the locals were 
felt instantly, Saladino said.

“We met a lot of  great 

people,” he said. “They were 
the kindest and most loving 
people I have ever met.”

However, the one person 
who stands out the most in 
his mind was the founder and 
Executive Director of  CRHF 
Gayle Nystrom.

“She was the most giving 
person I’ve ever met in my 
life,” Saladino said.

Nystrom founded CRHF in 
1997 and has built two schools 
in La Carpio since.

Collins said the language 
barrier was obvious on both 
ends, but that Nick Anderson, 
an American currently living 
in Costa Rica and working for 
the non-profit service com-
pany Peaceworks, patiently 
helped the team transition 
their English thoughts into 
Spanish words.

“He was very patient and 
would try to teach us Spanish 
on our long bus rides,” she 
said. “Even though we were 
far from pros [by the end of  
the] trip, it did get a little bit 
easier to communicate because 
we had to pick up on the lan-
guage in such a short amount 
of  time.”

She reminisced about one 
of  her most creative moments 
on the trip, which happened 

while staying with her “Costa 
Rican mom,” as she affection-
ately calls her.

“I once tried to explain 
that we visited the rainforest 
earlier that day by making rain 
sounds and whooshing noises 
over her poor plant,” Collins 
said. “Eventually she got it, 
but it was a struggle and a 
good laugh.”

Pasqua said Rider started 
the initiative for service learn-
ing four years ago, partnering 
with Peaceworks from the 
beginning in an effort to create 
relationships with interna-
tional communities. Next year 
Rider will further strengthen 
its global relations with a trip 
to Belize.

Although no one’s experi-
ence was the same, there was 
no shortage of  positive feed-
back from the team members.

“I feel more grounded, 
appreciative of  what I have, 
thankful and happy now that I 
was lucky enough to be a part 
of  such an amazing experi-
ence,” Collins said. “It truly 
did change my life and I will 
be forever thankful.”
Contact Nicole Veenstra at veen-
stran@rider.edu

The students pose on a bridge during their stay in the Costa Rican village, Cristo Rey.

Students experience a whole new world in Costa Rica

“Without Provost Steven’s 
financial and academic 
support, this wouldn’t be 
possible” Dr. Lucia

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNIE PASQUA

Name Country Date Time Place
Pan’s Labyrinth
(El liberinto del fauno)

Spain 9/13 7:30 Residence 
quad

Let the Right One In
(Låt den rätte  
komma in)

Sweden 10/18 7:00 Sweigart 
Auditorium

High Tension
(Haute tension)

France 11/15 7:00 SRC seminar 
room
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Jessica Williams
Senior, voice performance major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I have seen many orientation 
leaders, and I find through my 
experiences that the best leader 
is 100 percent themselves. 
It is at that point when the 
new students see that they no 
longer need to hold up a shield. 
Watching them shed layer after 
layer is very uplifting.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
The biggest thing I took away 
from orientation is the sense 
of  community at Rider and 
Westminster. I love being a part 
of  the transition process. A 
family forms so fast between the 
O-Staff  and the new students. 
It’s amazing.

Matthew Astone
Senior, music education major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I loved training with my 
colleagues. It is an amazing week 
and a half  of  information, but 
also an amazing time to bond. 
Then there is move-in day. 
The amount of  energy that we 
somehow [find] is beyond me, 
but it is definitely one of  the 
most exciting days. 

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I have taken away many things 
from orientation,  patience 
and pride being the two most 
important: Patience among 
fellow staff  members and new 
students and pride for our 
school.

Brandon Ellsworth
Sophomore, music education major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I really enjoyed being a part of  
the student panel at the summer 
orientation. Having all the 
students and their parents asking 
for your advice and opinions 
and [hopefully] calming some 
of  their fears or nerves about 
coming to Rider was really 
rewarding. 

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I’ve learned how to present 
myself  in front of  a large group 
of  people, which I think is 
invaluable as a future teacher. 
Seeing the hard work that 
our school puts into making 
incoming students feel welcome, 
comfortable and happy was 
really cool.

Noreen Goldberg
Sophomore, music major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I love being involved and helping 
others, so this was the perfect 
way for me to get my sophomore 
year started. My favorite part is 
the lip sync at the end. It’s when 
everyone comes together to 
show something they’ve worked 
hard on, no judgments, and 
[everyone is] able to have pure 
fun. I know that was my favorite 
part last year.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
This experience gave me 
memories that I will never 
forget. Making new friends, 
learning to build relationships 
and being that person someone 
can look up to is always 
something I look to achieve.

Maria Milazzo
Junior, vocal performance major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
My favorite part of  orientation 
this summer was the 
“Transitions” skit that Dean 
Mayo wrote. It really portrays 
a variety of  personality types 
and I love hearing the reactions 
of  students and parents when 
they see themselves in those 
characters. It was a lot of  fun to 
put on.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I have taken away a great deal 
of  communication and people 
skills. I was required to confront 
many issues that may arise, 
which forces you to become a 
better communicator with a 
variety of  personalities, and of  
course [I made] great memories.

Westminster orientation staff

ALL PHOTOS COURTESY OF CHRISTOPHER BOTTI 
AND CHRISTINE CULLEN

Ira Mayo
Associate dean of  freshmen

What was your favorite part of orientation this summer?
The thing that I enjoy most about orientation is that it is a new beginning, a 
whole new group of  students that will contribute their talents and achievements 
to the University. It is always fun to see how students grow from the point they 
enter to graduation. 

What do you hope freshmen take out of orientation?
I hope that students and their families see that Rider is a caring community, 
dedicated to the success of  its students and that if  students or parents need help, 
we are there for them. The orientation staff  does an amazing job of  making new 
students and their families feel welcome.

Christine Cullen
Assistant director, New Student Resource Center & orientation

What was your favorite part of orientation this summer?
The thing I enjoy most about orientation is seeing the O-Staff  help the new stu-
dents break out of  their shells and make connections to each other and to Rider. 
It is amazing to see the transformation that occurs in students just overnight.

What do you hope freshmen take out of orientation? 
I hope that orientation helps the freshmen learn about all of  the great resources 
that Rider has to offer them. I also hope that it shows them what a truly welcom-
ing and supportive family the Rider community is and that we cannot wait for 
them to join us.

By Megan Pendagast and Nicole Veenstra

THE ORIENTATION STAFF, KNOWN as ‘The O-Staff,’ 
is the spirited group of  students responsible for 
welcoming incoming freshmen to Rider. Associ-
ate Dean of  Freshmen Ira Mayo is in charge of  

the selection and training of  O-Staff  members and 
Christine Cullen, assistant director of  the New Student 
Resource Center and orientation, also worked behind 
the scenes during the orientation process.

The selection and training of  the O-Staff  has 
become something of  a tradition, dating back to 1994. 
Every year, a new set of  students are selected to repre-
sent the Rider community and usher in a new class.

The O-Staff ’s duties aren’t limited to orientation 
weekend; on the contrary, they have responsibilities 
starting as early as May. They help incoming freshmen 
who are taking placement tests in the spring, making 
the O-Staff  familiar faces for when these same students 
return for orientation in the summer.

Both the Lawrenceville and the Westminster cam-
puses had their own handpicked staff  that ran freshman 
orientation this summer, representing both sides of  the 
University.

Contact these writers at pendagastm@theridernews.com or
veenstran@theridernews.com

R U ready to meet the O-Staff?
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Christian Lugo
Senior, history and secondary education 
double major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I loved meeting and getting 
to know as many freshmen 
as I could, but most of  all I 
loved taking part in the play, 
“Transitions.” It is always fun to 
be able to make the students and 
their parents laugh at our own 
expense.
What did you take away from the 
experience?
I was reminded about how 
quickly this all goes by. My 
orientation is fresh in my mind, 
and now I am a year away 
from graduating. It is crazy to 
think that four years ago I was 
stepping into Kroner for my 
first year at college and now I'm 
stepping onto campus for my 
fourth year.

Jeffrey Morales
Senior, international business and 
marketing double major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
My favorite part of  orientation 
had to be the small groups 
and the evening activities. I 
loved getting to know the new 
students.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I took a lot away from this 
experience. [I] definitely learned 
to work with a group of  people 
I did not know at all before 
coming in. It was also very 
rewarding when the students 
enjoyed all the hard work the 10 
of  us put in.

Laura Pantin
Senior, elementary education and 
integrated science and math double 
major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
Getting to meet so many great 
and interesting freshmen, as well 
as some amazing Rider faculty 
and colleagues was my favorite 
part.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
Since I was a transfer student, 
this experience further cemented 
why I love Rider so much 
and what an awesome group 
of  students, faculty and staff  
we have. O-Staff  [was] an 
incredible experience that really 
helped me learn a lot about 
myself.

Ndonga Sagnia
Junior, finance, accounting and 
international business major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
My favorite part of  orientation 
was when the freshmen had 
questions about getting involved 
on campus.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
Working in large groups requires 
patience and understanding.

Geno Sidders
Junior, business administration major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I’d have to say my favorite part 
of  orientation this summer, 
aside from hanging out with all 
the new students, was going to 
Applebee’s after long days of  
work or orientations. Something 
about the boneless wings there 
makes me really happy.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
It taught me how to relax in a 
stressful environment because 
at the end of  the day everything 
worked its way out. Also, the 
networking opportunities were 
endless.

John Carrano
Junior, psychology major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
My favorite part was meeting all 
the new students and parents. 
There is nothing more exciting 
than being able to potentially 
leave a positive impact on a 
bunch of  new students.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I learned that being in a position 
of  power is very meaningful. It 
was great being able to support 
Rider in a prideful manner 
and create an exciting new 
environment for the incoming 
students.

Eric Cottrell
Junior, elementary education and 
integrated science and math double 
major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
I had two favorite parts: being 
able to meet and welcome the 
freshmen to Rider [and] the 
Rider Games. Watching the 10 
districts battling each other for 
the Rider Games Championship 
was awesome.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I took away awesome memories 
of  bonding with the freshmen. 
Also, I became very close with 
the other O-Staff  leaders, which 
was a great experience.

Sylwia Denko
Junior, elementary education and 
psychology double major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
One of  the best parts [of] 
orientation was the Rider 
Games. The spirit was awesome 
and everyone seemed to be 
making friends by the end of  it.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
I have further built up my skills 
for working in a group, I have 
learned how much planning and 
organization it takes to create 
a successful orientation and 
most of  all I have had a lot of  
fun. I want to be a person the 
freshmen know they can come 
to.

Christina Eugene
Senior, elementary education and 
American studies double major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
Interacting with the new 
students [was my favorite part]. 
It was so incredible to see how 
shy the students were when they 
first arrived, but by the end of  
the night they broke out of  their 
shells, during the Rider Games.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
The most valuable thing I 
can take away is patience I’ve 
gained working with nine of  my 
peers and more than 700 new 
students.

Matt Hillman
Junior, public relations major

What was your favorite part of 
orientation this summer?
My favorite part of  orientation 
was definitely getting to meet 
all the incoming freshmen and 
new students. Everyone was so 
friendly and excited to get things 
started at Rider.

What did you take away from the 
experience?
It really was a great experience. 
I learned a lot about teamwork 
and leadership this summer. I 
also learned a little about myself.

Lawrenceville orientation staff
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This past summer brought us hazy heat waves and numerous Olympic gold med-
als with it. If  you watched the 2012 Olympic Games, you may have seen helicopter 
views of  the London Olympic Park; however, you probably didn’t notice just how 
many sustainable elements there were within it. 

According to London2012.com, when initial planning began, London set out 
to host the greenest Olympic Games in modern history, and put architect John 
Hopkins on the job. In 2005, London won the bid to host this year’s Olympics, and 
shortly thereafter chose a neglected 500-acre industrial site in East London to house 
the events. Some 200 buildings were demolished across the Olympic Park area, 
while 98 percent of  that material was reused for building the new stadiums and 
structures. Hopkins also took on another lengthy job of  cleaning 1.3 tons of  filth 
and debris from River Lea, London’s second largest river, which happens to run 
alongside the Olympic Park.

When planning the structures that would fill the Olympic Park, Hopkins consid-
ered not only the 2012 games, but also how these stadiums could be utilized in years 
to come. Permanent buildings, such as the Olympic Stadium, the Velodrome and 
the Aquatics Centre, were constructed only because future plans existed for them. 
Hopkins also chose to create multiple temporary stadiums, such as the basketball 
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Editorial

Rider students serve up patience for dining changes
With last year’s big dining renovation plans being put into action, Rider 

students had to temporarily table their appetites after the fall opening 
in anticipation of  all new dining facilities.

Since Daly’s is having a complete makeover and Cranberry’s is receiving new 
add-ons, such as a Subway and Andrew J’s convenience store, it seemed obvious 
that the project would take a long time to finish. Yet, considering it was under con-
struction since classes ended last spring, students expected it to be completed by the 
time they moved in this semester. 

By the time freshman move-in day rolled around on Sunday, Daly’s was still not 
open, but students were treated to barbecues for lunch and dinner and allowed to 
eat in some parts of  the dining hall. 

Although upperclassmen, who moved in on Monday, were allowed to eat in 
Daly’s that night, the facility still wasn’t ready for its full usage and just opened to 
provide a meal to the students. 

Residents who moved into Rider before the set move-in day, whether it was for 
sports or campus jobs, had to eat in the make-shift dining hall in the Cavalla room 
in the Bart Luedeke Center (BLC) while construction was being done.

The wait may pay off  in the end, but the initial impression of  Daly’s to new 
students, their parents and the expecting upperclassmen was certainly not the best 
one. It could have been avoided if  more of  an effort was made to stick to the move-
in day deadline. 

Monday was the first day that meal plans started up, meaning swipes and Bronc 
Bucks could be used, however not everything was fully ready and open. 

Though the project seems to be taking an extensively long time to finish, the 
extra length may be well worth it with all the new things that Daly’s will offer. 
Dean of  Students Anthony Campbell described the redone facility as a “destina-
tion restaurant” with stations representing various types of  food made to order in 
front of  you. There will also be brand-new seating and more of  it, from high top 
tables to family-style booths, to serve more students. 

Along with Daly’s changes, Cranberry’s new additions, Subway and Andrew J’s, 
will be open for students Thursday, Sept. 13, as a part of  Cranberry Fest celebra-
tions. In an effort to have more seating in Daly’s, the Bronc Diner was removed 
and instead Cranberry’s, with its close proximity to the Pub, will be open late night.

Having a better plan of  action to ensure timeliness in completing the renova-
tions would have benefitted students living on campus. However, students are sure 
to be surprised by the new look and taste Daly’s has to offer.

With anticipations high for all the changes and stomachs craving higher-quality 
cuisine, hopefully the revamped dining facilities can meet students’ expectations for 
the new school year.

 

Green Corner

London Olympic games play ‘green’
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Of  course there’s a lot of  knowledge in universities:  the 
freshmen bring a little in; the seniors don’t take much 
away, so knowledge sort of  accumulates.”

Abbott LAwrence LoweLL
As students we grow to realize how important it is to learn from all of  life’s 

opportunities. While classes can act as guides toward what we want to do, the things 
we do outside the classroom, such as part-time jobs, co-ops and internships, are our 
best chance to recognize what we enjoy doing the most.

As a freshman entering Rider, I was sure I wanted to major in journalism and 
write for a newspaper or magazine after college.  Along the way, I picked up a 
minor in Spanish because of  my love for the language and the help I believed it 
could give me in my future career search. 

Going into sophomore year, I had already completed many graphic design 
classes that were mandatory for my major. Those classes made me realize I love the 
creative part of  communications and led to my graphic design minor. 

When the summer after my sophomore year began, I was determined to find an 
internship involving journalism or graphic design. I ended up at a graphic design 
agency where I worked every day on proofing designs and creating logos for clients. 

After two months of  commuting into New York and numerous assignments I 
completed with the Adobe Creative Suite, I knew that this was something I loved 
doing and wanted to continue after completing college.

By making this decision, I knew I would need to make a lot of  academic changes, 
and I wasn’t sure if  it would set back the progress I already made with classes.  I 
emailed my adviser to explain my situation and ask what my next step should be; 
she emailed me back within 15 minutes and made the process very simple and 
quick. She also made me feel more confident with the decision I made.

Luckily for me, my adviser had everything set up and had already filled out the 
necessary forms I needed. I was so grateful for the effort she put in to make this 
process an easy one. This was just one of  the many times that the faculty in the 
Department of  Communication and Journalism has been so helpful and supportive 
during my time at Rider.

For instance, earlier in the summer, one of  my journalism professors left me a 
voicemail asking if  I would like to take photos for The Rider News for the upcoming 
year.  It was a great feeling to know he recommended me to the photo editor. After 
I accepted, the editor explained to me how highly my professor spoke of  me. Now I 
am taking photos for the paper this school year and am very excited about it.

Although I knew I would be busy helping out with The Rider News, I wanted to 
find a job during the year as well.  I decided to reach out to another communica-
tion professor whom I babysat for in the past and asked him if  he knew of  any jobs 
that I would be applicable to work at on- or off-campus. After hearing back from 
him only hours later, with a detailed response and many job options, I was ecstatic. 
A few applications later and I landed a campus job, which I owe to my professor for 
helping me out and responding so quickly.

As a result of  many of  the faculty in the Communication department and the 
immediate and very helpful assistance from my adviser, I have become more excited 
to move back to campus for a very busy junior year.

-Shannon Lacara
Junior journalism major

B I R T H D A Y S
Pink
is 33 on September 8

Jonathon Taylor Thomas
is 31 on September 8

Wiz Khalifa
is 25 on September 8

Adam Sandler
is 46 on September 9

Arnold Palmer
is 83 on September 10

Ludacris
is 35 on September 11

Jennifer Hudson
is 31 on September 12

September 3, 1609

Henry Hudson discovers the island of Manhattan
September 6th, 1620

Pilgrims sets sail from Plymouth, England
September 6th, 1837

The first coeducational college opens in Oberlin, Ohio
September 6, 1966

The television show “Star Trek” premieres
September 9, 1776

The United Colonies becomes the United States
September 9, 1850

California becomes a state

T H I S  W E E K  I N  H I S T O R Y

While it is wonderful to be in charge of  one’s own collegiate path, that freedom 
can cause stress if  you’re unsure if  your choices will ultimately lead you to a timely 
graduation. 

A wonderful way to relieve the stress is to take an online class during the summer 
session at Rider. With three- and six-week courses offered online, it is a quick way to 
gain some needed credits in favor of  taking on extra classes during the already busy 
school year.

There is a fairly large selection of  classes to take online through Rider. With one 
more science requirement left to fill, I opted to take Environmental Geology online, 
and am so glad that I made that choice. I am a double major and I always try to 
stay on top of  which classes I take to be sure my four years at Rider run smoothly.  I 
decided that taking an online class would be a great way to stay ahead of  schedule. 

Taking courses from your computer over the summer is far more convenient. 
Most of  the time I was doing my work for the class in the comfort of  my own home, 
wearing pajamas. When I took a trip to Las Vegas, my Environmental Geology class 
tagged along too, and I was able to finish my assignments in my hotel room after a 
fun day on the Vegas Strip. 

I won’t lie — taking an online class is a lot of  work, as it is a regular class 
squeezed into half  the time frame as a course during the fall and spring semesters. 
As always, the workload depends upon the professor, but it should be expected that 

there will be many quizzes, reading assignments and essays assigned to students in 
a short period of  time.  In addition, students should be prepared for the occasional 
technical issue — my class experienced server issues during the scheduled time for 
our midterm. The professor was understanding and kindly worked out the problems 
with the class, but there were definitely a few moments of  terror as I wondered 
whether I would be able to finish my midterm on time.

An online class requires responsibility and good time management skills. There 
will likely be a lot of  work squeezed into a very short class, and if  the deadline 
to submit an assignment via email or drop box is missed, there is little room for 
excuses. In some ways, it may be easy to let yourself  fall behind in an online class, as 
there is no professor around to check in and make sure you’re taking notes. It may 
be easy to get distracted and go on Facebook instead of  doing the online assign-
ment, but it is important to stay on top of  the work, or the entire class will just be a 
waste of  time and money. 

For anyone who needs credits that they do not have time for during the school 
year or simply wants to get ahead, an online class is highly suggested. It is a lot of  
work, but the convenience and mobility are worth the extra effort.  

-Casey Gale
Sophomore journalism/American studies

stadium, which could be dismantled and reused in other ways after the games.
As if  Hopkins didn’t put enough sustainable thought into his clean up and plan-

ning, he portrayed his environmental consideration clearly during the Olympic Park 
construction. London2012.com explained that more than 4,000 trees and 370,000 
plants were strategically placed around the park to absorb pollutants, provide shade 
for buildings and shelter for wildlife. Seven wind turbines were installed there to 
provide renewable energy, reducing the overall carbon footprint of  the Olympic 
Games. To sustain its natural wildlife, bird and bat boxes were mounted on trees 
around the park and scientists repopulated the area with lizards and toads. 

The Olympic Stadium was built with only 10,000 tons of  steel, making it the 
lightest one to date, and the Velodrome was built using 100 percent sustainably 
sourced timber. In order to avoid the use of  toxic chemicals and ensure future 
sustainability, the woodwork in the Velodrome was not coated or painted. The 
structures were designed for natural ventilation with only 14 percent containing air 
conditioning units, which cut energy use significantly.

In efforts to encourage spectators to adopt the same environmentally friendly 
attitude, 4,000 color-coded recycling and composting bins were placed around the 
park. Additionally, the only transportation options in and out of  the games were 
public transportation or bike paths. There were 14 million eco-friendly meals served 
over the course of  the games from organic and local resources.

Hopefully, through the ecological example that was set, London has set a prec-
edent for the 2014 Winter Olympics in Russia and future games as well. Addressing 
sustainability in Olympic planning and resourcing is not only a responsible option, 
but also now a worldwide expectation. 

-Stephanie Eppolito
Lawrenceville Eco-Rep

Junior Experience

Faculty help student make major decision 

Sophomore Speaks

Online summer courses through Rider prove to be a convenient way to gain credits
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Baggett finally achieves lifelong dream of head coach
By Corey Donetz

JUST AS ALUMNI GYM 
HAS been renovated 
this offseason, 
Rider’s personnel on 

the sidelines of  the men’s 
basketball team has also 
seen changes. Kevin 
Baggett is the new head 
coach, replacing former 
Head Coach Tommy 
Dempsey. 

After 16 years in vari-
ous Division I basketball 
programs, Baggett is 
finally seeing his dreams 
come true as he will 
lead the Broncs onto the 
court for the first time as 
a head coach.

“It was a very emo-
tional time for me, being 
named the head coach 
here at Rider,” Baggett 
said. “I finally reached 
one of  my goals in life 
after working so hard 
as an assistant. This 
opportunity isn’t a given 
for any assistant in the 
country.”

Dempsey’s departure 
from the basketball pro-
gram came quickly and 
suddenly. He has since 
moved on to become 
the head coach at 
Binghamton University. 
Dempsey had been with 
Rider since 2003, and 
on the forefront as the 
Broncs head coach since 
2005. 

“I have some big 
shoes to fill here,” 
Baggett said. “Coach 
Dempsey did a great job 
and won a lot of  games.”

Some of  the players 
saw the departure of  
Dempsey as a surprise.

“It was a shock,” 
junior forward Daniel 
Stewart said. “No one 
really expected it, but 
[we] had a feeling some-
thing was going on.”

Baggett has both 
experience as a player 
and a coach. He was 
an inductee to the 2006 
South Jersey Hall of  
Fame and played bas-
ketball for Saint Joseph’s 
University. He has been 
with Rider since the 
2006-07 season.

Although Baggett will 
continue to use some of  
the methods that have 
worked in the past, being 
the head coach will 
allow him to utilize his 
coaching versatility and 
make some changes.

“The difference 
between my team com-
pared to [Dempsey’s] 
is I want to run more 
in transition,” Baggett 
said. “I want to press full 
court forcing the tempo 
and getting after teams 
defensively in the half  
court.”

A new set of  coaches 
will accompany Baggett 

on the sidelines, includ-
ing a familiar face. Mike 
Witcoskie was given the 
job as Rider’s new asso-
ciate head coach. 

“In choosing my 
staff  I was fortunate to 
have Mike Witcoskie 
decide to stay here with 
me as opposed to going 
with Coach Dempsey,” 
Baggett said.  “Mike and 
I were assistants here the 
last six years together 
and we are very familiar 
with one another and 
Rider, which will help 
me with my transition.”

Beside Baggett and 
Witcoskie will be Louis 
Rowe, John Griffin III 
and Mike Cotton. All 
three have extensive 
experience, including 
playing basketball in 
college, professionally or 
both, as well as coaching.

“In choosing the rest 
of  my staff  I wanted 
coaches who had played 
and had success as play-
ers,” Baggett said. “I 
thought this would be 
important so that our 
players would be able 
to identify and relate to 
those guys.”

The 2012-13 team 
will include transfer 
Nurideen Lindsey 
along with six incoming 
freshmen. 

“We have six new 
guys who will bring 

energy and enthusiasm 
to our program,”

Baggett said. “If  there 
is a negative, I think it’s 
the learning curve of  
having to learn how we 
play, the terminology 
and just trying to figure 
out what their roles will 
be early on.”

Being at the helm will 
allow Baggett to take a 
more hands on approach 
with the new players. 
His experience with the 
program will certainly 
benefit him, but there is 
still a transition required.

“The biggest dif-
ference is being able 
to manage coaches 
and players along with 
managing my time,” 
Baggett said. “So much 
more time is required of  
me, and [I need] to learn 
how to delegate some of  
the responsibilities I was 
used to as an assistant 
for all these years.”

The intensity of  the 
program will not dip 
even with the Dempsey’s 
departure, according to 
Baggett.

“I want our fans to 
look for passion when 
our guys step out on the 
court,” Baggett said. 
“Our guys [will be] 
playing hard, taking 
charges, diving on loose 
balls, rooting for their 
teammates and playing 

together. I think every 
fan can appreciate those 
things.”

Stewart agreed with 
his new coach.

“[You can look 
forward to] a very 
energetic group and a 
lot of  fast breaks,” he 
said. “I expect us to play 
as hard as we can every 

night and keep our fans 
and everyone tuned in 
and excited for the next 
game, and obviously 
win. The league won’t 
expect us to make noise 
and we’re going to prove 
them wrong.”
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Women’s soccer leads the charge in the 
fall sports preview 
By Steven Eggert

Women’s Soccer
Drayson Hounsome 

and the Broncs have 
improved upon their hot 
start last year, open-
ing the 4-0 for the first 
time ever in the pro-
gram’s history. Senior 
Abi Cottam broke the 
Rider assist record in the 
Broncs’ second game of  
the season, setting up 
what could be another 
great year for Cottam. 
In the first week of  play, 
senior goaltender Jenn 
Nichols won MAAC 
Defensive Player of  
the week, and fresh-
man midfielder Tara 
Ballay was named the 
MAAC Rookie of  the 
week after their recent 
performances.

Men’s Soccer
Charlie Inverso 

returns to the helm after 
a 4-13-2 season.  Nine 
of  the team’s 13 losses 
were by a single goal. 
The Broncs’ returning 
seniors Dan Friga and 

Dave Benavidez scored 
eight goals last season 
on offense, while senior 
goalie Matt Perrella will 
lead the defense this 
season. Coach Inverso 
has also recruited 12 
freshmen to the team.

Field Hockey
The Broncs’ success 

under Lori Hussong’s 
coaching looks to con-
tinue as they strive for 
a three-peat as NEC 
Champions. Last season, 
Rider finished 19-2 and 
tied as the best defensive 
team in the nation after 
allowing only 18 goals in 
21 games. The Broncs 
will have large shoes 
to fill after the depar-
ture of  key seniors, but 
returning junior Sandra 
Penas, who was the 2011 
NEC offensive player 
of  the year, and senior 
Marlaine Schneider, who 
each scored 49 points 
last season.

Volleyball
Chris Feliciano will 

look to improve on last 
season’s 5-25 record in 

his second season as the 
Broncs’ coach.  Feliciano 
recruited five freshmen 
to his team and lost one 
senior.  Sophomores 
Jaclyn Webber and 
Kayla Wong have a 
combined 100 kills in the 
team’s first six matches.

Cross Country
The 2011 MAAC 

Coach of  the Year Bob 
Hamer has prepped the 
Broncs for another suc-
cessful outdoor season. 
The men finished third 
in the MAAC while 
the women finished 
fourth. Hamer has also 
added 11 new faces 
to the teams this year.  
Sophomore Anthony 
Dentino leads the men, 
while senior Megan 
Elgin leads the women.

Golf 
Bob Whartenby 

enters his seventh sea-
son coaching after the 
Broncs finished eighth 
out of  nine teams in the 
MAAC last season. 
Junior captain James 
Buttermark, who was 

statistically the team’s 
best golfer last season 
will be leading the way 
for the Broncs on the 
links.  Sophomores Cole 
Clark and Luke Liddell 
had solid outings last 
year and will look to 
continue.

Tennis
The men were 

3-18 while the women 
were 5-13, and neither 
team won a game in 
the MAAC confer-
ence under Ed Torres.   
Sophomore Steve Brand 
led the men with 6-11 
record individually, and 
a 6-12 record in doubles 
matches. Sophomore 
Michelle Caravaglio had 
a 7-11 singles match 
record along with a 
5-11 record in doubles 
matches.

Sports

Coach Baggett will be the new head coach for the Broncs this season, 
replacing Tommy Dempsey, who took a job at Binghampton University.

PHOTO BY STEVEN EGGERT/THE RIDER NEWS

weeks off,” Thompson 
said. “Part of  that is 
vacation and part of  it 
is traveling and coming 
back home. It’s just to 
rest your body because 
it is a long season. Even 
though it was 66 games 
last year because of  the 
lockout, the games were 
still compact and it felt 
like an 82-game season.”

Thompson keeps 
his training local in the 
offseason.

“I train with my 
brother and some other 
professional guys,” 
Thompson said. “There 
are some Philly guys out 
here like Hakim Warrick 
and Wayne Ellington. 
Rip Hamilton also 
comes to Philly to work 
out sometimes. For the 
most part though, it is 
my brother and some 
overseas guys and some 
Kings coaches who 
come to Philly gyms for 
a week and work me out 
as well.”

Thompson finished 
the year averaging nine 
points, nearly seven 
rebounds and one assist 
per game in the con-
densed NBA season. 

Thompson also finished 
the season with 15 
double-doubles, at one 
point stringing together 
five in a row. 

“For me, [my] field 
goal percentage was high 
and just being consistent 
and not injured [was 
important],” Thompson 
said. “I had stretches 
where I was averag-
ing 21 points and 15 
rebounds. It was good; it 
showed flashes of  what I 
can do if  I stay healthy.”

He shot 53.5 per-
cent from the field last 
year, his best field goal 
percentage since the 
2010-11 season.

Baggett was glad 
that Thompson was 
rewarded for his hard 
work on the court with 
a new contract by the 
Kings.

“I am very happy 
for Jason and the new 
contract that he recently 
signed,” he said. “It is 
well deserved for some-
one who works as hard 
as Jason does.”
Contact David Pavlak at 
pavlakd@theridernews.com

JT  cont’d from p. 11



From Lawrenceville to London: Lind wins Olympic gold
By Steven Eggert 

AFTER FOUR YEARS OF work, 
about 4,160 hours of  
training and six minutes 
of  competitive rowing, 

Caroline Lind, ’10, was at the 
top of  the Olympic podium.

Lind is a two-time Olympic 
gold medalist in the wom-
en’s eight rowing, who also 
received an MBA from Rider 
in 2010. After graduating from 
Princeton University in 2006 
and competing in the 2008 
Beijing Olympics, she went 
to Rider for her master’s in 
accounting. 

“I knew that after I gradu-
ated from Princeton, I needed 
and wanted more of  an 
education, and I didn’t want to 
stop rowing,” Lind said. “So I 
wanted to figure out a way to 
get another degree at the right 
time.  The only time I could’ve 
done that was immediately fol-
lowing the [Beijing] Olympics 
if  I wanted to continue on to 
the next Olympics.”

At the time, there were 
four years until the London 
Olympics, so Lind wanted 
to get the MBA as soon as 
possible.  

“The year after the 
Olympics is a little more 
relaxed, lower pressure and 
[the coaches] give you a few 
months off,” Lind said.  “I just 
knew that was the time, and 
after the Olympics, I immedi-
ately started classes.”

Meanwhile, the training 
for Olympic rowers is very 
intense. Her coach, Tom 
Terhaar, sets a tough schedule 
for his athletes so they can 
achieve the best performance 
possible.  

“Building up over four 
years, the athletes get two to 
three practices a day,” Terhaar 
said.  “The first is a long row 
of  about 75 minutes, the 
second would be a shorter 60 
minutes and the afternoon 
workout would be another 
75-minute row.  In terms of  
actual work, the athletes train 
for an average of  20 hours 
per week. Training for any 
endurance sport means train-
ing as often as your body can 
handle.”

Lind chose Rider because 
she was able to schedule her 
classes around her rowing and 
training events.

“Because Rider has MBA 
classes at night, it was pretty 
easy in terms of  scheduling,” 
Lind said.  “I would have a 
practice or two in the morn-
ing, then one in the mid-after-
noon, and then go to classes at 
night.”

In the classroom, she 
wanted to be treated like any 
other student despite being an 
Olympic gold medalist.

“Honestly, the student I am, 
I don’t try and ask for special 
favors or anything, so I didn’t 
ask for extensions or anything 
like that,” Lind said. “They 
knew I was a rower, but I tried 
to let my performance in class 
speak for itself.”

As a result of  her hectic 
schedule, there wasn’t much 
time to sleep.  

“It was really the fatigue 
I got from not being able to 
sleep as much,” Lind said. 
“That definitely made me 
more vulnerable to emotional 
swings because I was tired.  
There weren’t enough hours 

in a day to sleep as much as I 
should’ve been sleeping, but I 
knew what I was getting into 
and that’s why I did it in the 
years that I did it.”

Terhaar would help Lind 
by having her train when she 
wasn’t in class.

“Caroline is as professional 
as an athlete can be,” Terhaar 
said. “She’s very focused so 
she could handle the balance 
of  training and school. There 
may have been a time when 
Caroline needed to finish 
schoolwork, but because she 
was so experienced, she would 
train at a time that fit her 
schedule.” 

Also because of  her sched-
ule, it was tough for Lind to 
get by financially.  Like other 
Olympians, Lind would work 
part-time jobs to make some 
money. 

“Once you make the team 
there’s a small segment [of  
funding] from the [United 
States Olympic Committee] I 

was receiving, but I also had 
some part time jobs,” Lind 
said.  “There was one period 
of  time where I was training, 
going to school and work-
ing part-time at Lululemon 
downtown in Princeton. Other 
than that, it was about trying 
to make ends meet.  It’s very 
hard to have a full-time job 
and still perform at the level to 
make the team.”  

After receiving her mas-
ter’s, she focused on helping 
her team win the gold in the 
London Olympics.  By August 
2, Lind and her U.S. women’s 
eight rowing teammates had 
their second gold medal 
around their necks.

“Being on the podium — 
there’s nothing like it,” Lind 
said.  “It’s pretty indescrib-
able, but if  I had to describe 
it, it would be a mix of  so 
many emotions — relief, but 
also peacefulness, excitement, 
thankfulness for the people who 
supported me, a lot of  pride 

in myself  and my teammates, 
and being able to represent the 
country.  And that’s why I came 
back for more —   that feeling 
on the podium again.” 

Terhaar understood the 
sacrifice and discipline it takes 
to be an Olympic athlete.

“When you are dealing with 
high-performance achievers, 
you are less proud and more in 
admiration,” he said. “What 
Caroline and her teammates 
have achieved is something 
average people can only dream 
of.”

Contact Steven Eggert at  
eggerts@theridernews.com

Rider MBA graduate Caroline Lind has balanced time in the classroom and with teammates while working towards two gold medals.
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FIELD HOCKEY

THE FIELD HOCKEY TEAM OPENED ITS SEASON WITH A LOSS TO 
DREXEL AFTER GRADUATING A CORE GROUP OF SENIORS. THE 
BRONCS WERE SHUT OUT 3-0 IN THEIR OPENING GAME, BUT 
HAVE BOUNCED BACK WITH TWO STRAIGHT VICTORIES TO MAKE 
THEIR RECORD 2-1 IN THE EARLY SEASON.

SOCCER

THE MEN’S SOCCER TEAM HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FIND THE SAME 
EARLY SUCCESS AS LAST YEAR, DROPPING ITS FIRST TWO GAMES 
AGAINST MONMOUTH AND SETON HALL. ON THE CONTRARY, 
THE WOMEN’S SIDE IS OFF TO THE BEST START IN PROGRAM HIS-
TORY WITH A 4-0 RECORD, STRINGING TOGETHER WINS AGAIN 
NEW JERSEY INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, HOWARD, MOUNT ST. 
MARY’S AND FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON.

CROSS COUNTRY

IN THE FIRST MEET OF THE SEASON, BOTH THE MEN AND WOMEN 
FINISHED IN FIRST PLACE AT THE TCNJ BLUE GOLD CLASSIC.

VOLLEYBALL

THE VOLLEYBALL TEAM HAS COME OUT OF THE GATE FAST, WIN-
NING ITS FIRST TWO MATCHES AGAINST ST. FRANCIS (NY) AND 
HOWARD BEFORE LOSING  THE NEXT TWO AGAINST LAFAYETTE 
AND LEHIGH. THE BRONCS ARE CURRENTLY 3-2 AFTER A WIN 
AGAINST FAIRLEIGH DICKINSON.

Thompson makes his mark 
By David Pavlak

IN 2008, RIDER’S BASKETBALL standout, Jason 
Thompson, had his dream come true of  playing in 
the NBA when the Sacramento Kings selected him 
as the 12th overall pick in the NBA lottery draft. His 

hard work on the court has translated into a new five-
year, $30 million contract. 

Even though Thompson spends a majority of  his 
year in California, he has never forgotten his roots 
back at Rider and tries to make it a point to come 
back and visit friends, family and teammates whenever 
possible, while still keeping up with the hectic schedule 
demanded of  professional athletes.

Thompson has spent some time at Rider, visiting 
children who were attending a basketball camp held 
on campus.

“I think it’s very important,” Thompson said. 
“Sometimes when people find success they never come 
back to where their roots were. I was a guy that went 
to Rider for four years, a small school, but [I] was 
from the area. It’s always good to give back and try 
to give a positive message to the kids in the area who 
would come see me when I was playing in college that 
with hard work and the right people, your dream can 
come true.”

Thompson credits his giving back to the fact that 
he was a graduate of  Rider.

“Especially for me, it’s not like I was ‘one-and-
done’ or anything like that,” Thompson said. “I was 
[at Rider] for four years and had a lot of  success here. 
Hopefully, one day I get to cut the ribbon when we 
can get an arena built at Rider.”

Rider’s men’s basketball Head Coach Kevin 
Baggett appreciates the fact that Thompson has never 
forgotten where it all started for him and makes an 

effort to come and give back.
“The thing I love and respect about Jason is that 

he continues to stay humble and remembers his roots 
[and] where it all started,” Baggett said. “Being in the 
NBA, people are always pooling for [his] time, so I 
really appreciate Jason taking time out of  his schedule 
to come back and speak to the kids at our basketball 
camps. He is truly a role model for those kids.”

Even though he may be home in the offseason, his 
schedule doesn’t slow down.

“I have a condo out in Philly, so I have my trainer 
and I have my chef,” Thompson said. “I’m always 
working out twice a day and lifting at night. I eat 
healthy, three or four times a day. Then I do some 
things business-wise like appearances or things for my 
Jason Thompson Foundation or just other events.”

Between games, practices and appearances, 
Thompson has also started the Jason Thompson 
Foundation, a charity that has paired up with the 
American Heart Association to shed light on and help 
find answers to serious health questions. The idea 
came to him after Thompson experienced a death in 
his family.

“I’m trying to raise money and [help] learn from 
the exact type of  treatment that [my cousin] could 
have had,” Thompson said. “We raise money and 
have events. We had bowling and I was a guest bar-
tender where we raised money for the foundation. I go 
to different schools and talk to them about my story 
and different things like that, so I’ve been busy on and 
off  the court.”

Thompson admitted he does take a couple of  
weeks off  after the season to 
let his body rest and relax.

“I definitely take two 
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